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How to take 
charge of 
your health 


Makati judge told: 


Heaven is watching 
By DJ Yap 
JUDGE ELMO ALAME- 
da of the Makati City 
Regional Trial Court has 
probably heard all sorts 
of arguments that 
lawyers have lifted from 
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Peso still rising, now at 41.58 
to $1; BSP intervention fails 
to stop currency’s climb 
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Batasan bombing 
suspects take 
back confessions 
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Molina wins 3rd gold; RP now 5th 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 
Sports Features Editor 


METRO / A19 


Cop who shot at 
ex-gov's convoy 
suspended 


Thousands of South 
Koreans help in 
cleanup of oil spill 


Lawyer rues inaction 


in ‘Abadilla 5' case 
By Leila B. Salaverria 


AFTER NEARLY THREE YEARS AND NINE 
justices, the review of the conviction of the. 
so-called "Abadilla 5" seems to be moving 
slowly atthe Court of Appeals, the lawyer for 
two of the convicts lamented during the ob- 
servance of Human Rights Day yesterday. 

Soliman Santos, who represents 
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GOINGFOR 
THEGOLD 
Light flyweight 
Alice Kate Aparri 
of the Philippines 
blasts 
Vietnam's 


men's 50-meter freestyle to share the 
limelight with Molina, who picked 
up a third gold, and Arabejo, who 
NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAILAND dominated the most gruelling event 
—Filipino-Hawaiian Daniel in the sport, the men's 1,500 
Coakley created as much freestyle. 

splash as Miguel Molina and Henry Dagmil also rewrote 
Ryan Arabejo in the pool his own mark in retaining his 
Monday night but their hero- men’s long jump title in ath- 
ics failed to inject life into the letics while wushu's Willy 
now sputtering Philippine Wang and Mariane Mariano 
campaign in the 24th South- also came up with a pair of 
east Asian Games. golds that raised the country's total 

Coakley broke the SEA Games to 22. 

record and hurdled the Olympic ^ Despite the victories, the defend- 
qualifying standard by ruling the ing champion Filipinos found them- 


GMA slammed for slays 


Jonas ma, victims’ kin 
mark int'l rights day 


By Tina G. Santos, Jerome Aning in Manila 
and Inquirer Visayas 


CLAD IN BLACK SHIRTS WITH THEIR FACES 
covered by black veils, female relatives of the vic- 
tims of extrajudicial killings and enforced disap- 
pearances held roses as they marched yesterday 
in Manila to mark Human Rights Day. 


“The families of the victims Ру 
continue to mourn because they President says 
remain deprived of justice,” said Ranario case 
proof of gov't 


Renato Reyes, spokesperson of 

the militant Bagong Alyansang 
rights policy 
By Christine О. Avendaño 


selves two golds behind the 
Malaysians in the overall standings. 
Indonesia was four wins off the 
Philippines with 18. (More SEAG 
stories in Sports, Pages A23-25.) 

Infact, the race that has now taken 
the fancy of everybody here is the RP- 
Malaysia-Indonesia fight for fourth 
with the top three places in the 
standings virtually secured going in- 
to the last five days of action. 

Runaway leader Thailand remained 
unchallenged with 79 golds. Vietnam 
was second with 41 victories followed 
by Singapore with 32. 


at the Tumbon 
Mueangpug 
Gymnasium in 
Nakhon 
Ratchasima, 
Thailand. 
Рун 


заечая oases 
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1,000 soldiers 
deployed for 
Magdalo trial 


By Nikko Dizon 


THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIP- 
pines has mobilized nearly 1,000 soldiers 
to secure the resumption of the Oakwood 
mutiny trial today where Sen. Antonio Tril- 
lanes IV will make his first public appear- 
ance since the Peninsula Manila hotel 
standoff. 

Trillanes, a former Navy lieutenant, and 
others accused in the 2003 mutiny walked 
out of a courtroom in the Makati City Hall 
on Nov. 29, marched on the Peninsula and 
called for the resignation of President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo in a failed bid to ignite a 
people power revolt. 

“Definitely, they will not be able to leave 
the building anymore,” Capt. Carlo Ferrer, 
spokesperson of the AFP National Capital Re- 
gion Command (NCRCom), told reporters. 

He said the 48th Infantry Battal- 
ion—roughly 500 to 600 men—based in 
Fort Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija would aug- 
ment the Philippine Air Force 750th Com- 
bat Group, an existing force of the NCR- 
Com, that has been tasked to secure the 
courtroom. 

Ferrer said that the NCRCom’s "new secu- 
rity plan" for the trial featured a combination 

1,000 SOLDIERS A6 


Biofuels gain, 
but food farms, 
forests lose 


By Lina Sagaral Reyes 
Inquirer Mindanao 

(Second oftwo parts) 
GOV. SALIPADA К. PENDATUN, MAGUIN- 
danao—Arcangel Pagculan, the newly 
elected village chair of Sepaka, has become 


= mu а jatrophe 
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convert after 
poor rice har- 
‘vests the past two years. 

But using arable land for lucrative biofu- 
els has brought to the fore a Catch-22 situa- 
tion: Biofuels as a solution to the fossil oil 
crisis and air pollution can cause food short- 
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Gore sees growing people power against global warming 


BACK TO BLACK 
Dressed in black, relatives of victims of extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances 
march to mark International Human Rights Day on Monday. SEHIAMORA 


Lim not ‘forcibly dragged’ 
by rebel soldiers, says lawyer 


By Nikko Dizon 


Makabayan (Bayan). 

The women in black led some 
1,500 activists in calling on the 
administration of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to stop the 
extrajudicial killings. 

"Stop stare terrorism," the 
protesters chanted as they car- 
Tied streamers denouncing Ms 
Arroyo on the 59th anniver- 
sary of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights, to 
which the Philippines is a sig- 
natory. 

The family of missing activist. 
Jonas Burgos, led by his mother 
Edita, joined the mass action. 

Family and friends have ac- 

GMASLAMMED АВ 


MARKING HUMAN RIGHTS 
day yesterday, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo said her success- 
ful bid to save the life of Fil- 
ipino maid Marilou Ranario 
was proof of her administra- 
tion's determination to protect 
the lives of Filipinos, whether 
here or abroad 

Ms Arroyo also said that her 
administration was looking into 
the concerns of other victims of 

PRESIDENT] АВ 


that he was "forcibly dragged" by rebel sol- 
diers to join the Peninsula siege. 

Lim was testifying on Nov. 29 in the 
Makati trial on coup charges of Sen. Anto- 
nio Trillanes IV and 13 Magdalo soldiers 
when the senator and the other accused 
stormed out and holed themselves up at the 
Peninsula, along with Lim. 

“We want to clarify that General Lim did not 
say that he was forcibly dragged out of the 

UMNOT/A6 


THE ARMY GENERAL WHO CALLED FOR 
the removal of President Macapagal-Arroyo 
during the Peninsula Manila hotel siege 
isn't the type of officer who thinks only of 
saving his neck. 

‘The lawyer of detained Brig. Gen. Danilo 
Lim issued this clarification yesterday to 
correct a story that appeared in the INQUIRER 
on Saturday, which quoted Lim as saying 


RED CARPET 
MOMENT 
President 
Macapagal-Arroyo gets 
a Sunday welcome at. 
Kuwait International 
Airport from Deputy 
Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad 
Sabah Al Salem Al 
Sabah and other 
Kuwaiti officials. 
FOPOMALACARANG 


OSLO, NORWAY—NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 
winner Al Gore on Sunday said he was 
optimistic that a growing “people power” 
movement would push the world's lead- 
ers to take action to stop global warming. 

‘The former US vice president, who 
likened the present climate campaign 
to the ban-the-bomb movement of past 


decades, urged leaders at a United Na- 
tions climate conference in Bali, In- 
donesia, to issue a mandate for a strong 
treaty to curb greenhouse gases. 

Gore and the chief scientist of the 
UN Intergovernmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change (IPCC) are scheduled to 
accept the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo on. 


Monday for sounding the alarm over 
what the former ranking US official 
called the "planetary emergency" of 
global warming. — * 

Gore shared the coveted prize with 
the IPCC, which will be represented at 
the awards ceremony in Oslo by its 
chair, Rajendra Pachauri. 


a 


have one reason for being opti- 
mistic, and that is that I see throughout 
my own country, the United States of 
America, and throughout the world 
the rising of the world's first people 
power movement on а global basis,” 
Gore told reporters at the news confer- 
ence. 


Pointing to an international grass- 
roots nuclear-freeze movement which 
helped push US President Ronald Rea- 
gan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to sign arms controls deals in 
the late 1980s, Gore said the climate 
campaign was even broader. 

GORE/AIO 
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‘We were tortured into admitting crime, pointing to masterminds’ 


By takin, Sainani din's Filinvest home and receiv- sign a statement, he said, November 2007," the doctor said 


з ing the bomb from a certain adding that Ismael offered to ata press conference. Не recom- 
WHAT'S INSIDE THE INVESTIGATION OF THE BATASAN BOMBING Redwan indama to kl Wahab егйп into the witness provee. mended that Jami undergo a 
hit a snag yesterday when three suspects recanted и Баат а исак = Eee Pa OE MEE T 
h Е 5 " amiri, he was family financially if he wou! said the suspects woul 
GMASAYS RP eit confessions and claimed police had tortured лей to dps ovo satemena sini RECIEN рона 
fult 2 them into implicating three prominent Basilan dated Nov. zi = Nov. = “Huwag kang matakot dahil sible for the torture, but they 
itici i was assigned alawyer, Confesor tutulungan ka namin. Magkaisa would have to identify the as- 
grate А 2 Gun politicians as the masterminds. ош жш ы ды ы кошу (юс н а изи jd 
of Kuwait for life Thesuspects—former Mayor Dolina, said the CIDG had choose. cause we will help you. Let us T 
_ és Hajarun Jamiri of Tuburan, enough evidence to link the |. be together), he quoted Ismael In fatigues 
of Pinay maid Basilan, Caidar Aunal and Ad. Hatamans and Salapuddin to Signed out of fear telling him. Jamiri said he was blindfold- 
ham Kusain—submitted to the фе bombing despite the retrac- He said he signed the state- Sansano then took the state- ed while being tortured, but 
/A4 Department of Justice affidavits tions. ments out of fear that he would ment and made him sign it when, atone point, he removed 
withdrawing their statements k be tortured again and hisfamily without fully explaining its con- the cover, he saw three men. 
K and denying any involvement Multiple charges harmed. tents to him, he said. The One of them was in a camou- 
B SUMILAO inthe Nov. 13blastattheHouse Police had filed multiplemur- He said Basilan Gov. Jum Ak- lawyer told him Ismael would fage uniform with the tags 
of Representatives that killed der charges against the three bar, a widow of the congress- pay his fee. “Atello” and “Army.” 
farmers: We five people, including its al- suspects, one Ikram Indama, man, spoke to him in Dolina’s To prove his claim of torture, Aunal and Kusain said they 
d leged target, Basilan Rep. Wa- Salapuddin, Мају, Jim and office on Nov. 22 and told him Jamiri and his new lawyer, Ed- were also intimidated and tor- 
never agree hab Akbar. Benjamin Hataman, and Police to implicate фе Hataman uardo Arriba, presented the tured to give false statements to 
to SMC hog f. They also withdrew their Officer Bayan Judda. brothers in the blast. He said findings of Dr. Benito Molino the police. 
o Og farm signed statements implicating In his recantation, Jamiri said Mayor Tahira Ismael of whohad examined him. Kusain allegedly owned the 
/А4 former Basilan Rep. Gerry hewassubjectedto electricshock, Lantawan, Basilan and Mayor motorcycle to which the bomb 
Salappudin, Anak Mindanao water torture and beatings ondif- Haber Asarul also of Sumisip, Severe blows was rigged. He had said in his 
Rep. Mujiv Hataman and thelat- ferent parts of his body, including Basilan were present at the Molino said signs of torture contested affidavit that he lived 
RIZAL, LAGUNA = brother Jim as the master- his genitals, to make him confess CIDG office at the time. were present when he exam- in the Quezon City house of 
, minds of the plot to kill Akbar. to the bombing. Jamiri said he initially re- ined Jamiri. He said the former Salapuddin, a friend of his fa- 
towns worst The Philippine National Po- “Hindi rin po totoo па ang fused to obey Akbar But later mayor's yellowish eyes and skin thers who sent him to school 
lice immediately denied the nag-utosnapatayin siCongress- that night, he was again were most likely caused by andgothimajob. 
polluters of suspects were tortured and manAkbaraysiMujivHataman broughtto Dolina’s office where bleeding in the soft tissues and Hataman yesterday reiterat- 
threatened to file perjury at Jim Hataman (It is not true he saw Mayor Sakib Salajin of muscles caused by severe blows ей his denial of involvement in 
Laguna Lake charges against them. that Mujiv Hataman and Jim Maluso, Basilan, and Mayor fromfistsorbluntinstruments. the bombing, saying, “This is re- 
The head of the Criminal In- Hataman gave the order to kill Joel Maturan of Ungkaya, “There is no doubt that Jamiri ally politically motivated." With 
vestigation and Detection Congressman Akbar),"hesaid.  Pukan. isa survivorof torture done by his reports from Alcuin Papa and 
Group, Senior Supt. Asher He denied going to Salapud- Не was again pressured to captors on the 19th and 20th of Christian V Esguerra 
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Cha-cha drive 
coming to new 
life in House 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE SUPPOSEDLY DEAD AND 
buried campaign for Charter 
change has been resurrected. 

Three years before the 2010 
presidential election, administra- 
tion lawmakers are again push- 
ing for Charter change—either 
through a constitutional conven- 
tion or a peoples initiative—to 
amend the 1987 Constitution. 

The committee on constitu- 
tional amendments chaired by 
Rep. Victor Ortega is set to tack- 
le at 1:30 pm. today at least 
three bills and a resolution eye- 
ing Chatter change. 

‘Administration congressmen 
mustered the effort despite the 
yearlong moratorium on Char- 
ter change efforts promised by 
Speaker Jose de Venecia, who 
had consistently failed in his 
campaign for a switch to parlia- 
mentary system of government. 

“There might be a hidden 
agenda here instead of simply 
streamlining the operations and 
structure of government,” Se- 
nior Deputy Minority Leader 
Roilo Golez told the Inquirer in 
an interview. “So expect the mi- 
nority to closely watch and op- 
pose this." 

House Bills No. 1752 and No. 
1876 by Representatives Raul 
Gonzalez Jr and Carmelo 
Lazatin, respectively, call for the 
creation of a “constitutional 
convention to amend or revise 
the present Constitution." 

HB No. 2479 of Rep. Roque 
Ablan Jr. wants amendments by 


Keep NBN 


to kill it, S 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


ALTHOUGH THE PRESIDENT 
shelved the controversial National 
Broadband Network (NBN) pro- 
ject with China, Пойо Vice Gov. 
Rolex Suplico still wants the 
Supreme Court to annul the 
$329-million deal in order to 
drive the "final nail in {its} coffin.” 
Suplico yesterday opposed the 
plea of the Office of the Solicitor 
General to dismiss the case 
against the Department of Trans- 
portation and Communication 
and ZTE Corp. of Chì- 


way of a people's initiative. 

A separate resolution by Sor- 
sogon Rep. Jose Solis calls for 
the adoption by the lower 
chamber of the proposed 
amendments of the Mala- 
cafiang-created constitutional 
consultative commission. 

Aside from these bills and 
resolution, Ortega's committee 
would also tackle a study on the 
“different modes of amending 
the Constitution” courtesy of 
‘Agusan del Norte Rep. Edelmiro 
Amante. 

Representatives Pedro Ro- 
mualdo and Elpidio Barzaga Jt. 
would also present a study on 
proposed amendments to the 
political provisions of the 1987 
Constitution. Still another study 
on proposed changes in the 
Charter’s socioeconomic provi- 
sions would be made available 
by Rep. Giorgidi Aggabao. 

Golez was convinced the 
drive for Charter change would 
eventually settle on a people's 
initiative. He said constitutional 
convention was bound to fail 
because of expected disap- 
proval by the Senate. 

Last year, the Supreme 
Court—by a slim 8-7 vote— 
junked the people's initiative 
campaign by Raul Lambino's 
Sigaw ng Masa, describing the 
effort as a "grand deception” 
and a “gigantic fraud." 

Also working against Charter 
change was the reported politi- 
cal conflict between President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and De 
Venecia, Golez said. 


case alive 
C urged 


Commission on Elections Chair 
Benjamin Abalos to withdraw his 
company’s bid to undertake the 
project. Jose “Joey” de Venecia Ш 
also told a Senate committee in- 
vestigating the scandal that the 
President’s husband, Jose Miguel 
‘Arroyo, personally told him to 
"back off” the project. 

Former National Economic and 
Development Authority Secretary 
General Romulo Neri likewise ac- 
cused Abalos of offering him P200 
million in exchange for approving 
the project. 
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ma on the grounds 
that it was moot. 

“The final пай in 
the coffin of the ZTE- 
DOTC-NBN project 
mustbe driven home. 
This — honorable 
[court] must not al- 
low it to be resurrect- 
ed or revived in some 
other guise or incar- 
nation on the pretext 
that the issue has 
been mooted. Let this 
case and the ruling of 
this honorable court 
stand, like the Consti- 
tution, as a reminder 
of the primacy of the 
rule of law over the 
fickleness and paro- 
chial (oftentimes pe- 
cuniary and transac- 
tional) interests of 
rulers,” he said. 

“Government may 
be entitled to its hon- 
est (or harebrained) 
mistakes and moth- 
balled endeavors, but 
it must not be al- 
Towed to violate the 
law, public policy and 
the Constitution in 
Justifying and insist- 
ing on said mistakes,” 
he said. 

Suplico said the 
deal was forged 
through “rigged se- 
lecion proceedings" 
and violated public 
bidding requirements 
forsuch projects. 

President Macapa- 
заГАпоуо suspend- 
ed the NBN project 
after фе son of 
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GMA: RP forever grateful to Kuwaiti emir 


By Christine О, Ауепдайо, 
Jerome Aning and Margaux C. Ortiz 


Sunday to plead with Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmed Al Sabah for Ranario, life after 
she was sentenced to death by hanging 
for killing her employer in 2005. 

‘The emir told the President that he 
would not sign off on Ranario's death 
sentence because of Ms Arroyo's per- 
sonal appeal. He promised he would 
reduce Ranario's penalty if she would 
be able to secure the forgiveness of her 
victim's relatives. 


THANKING KUWAITI'S RULER FOR 
“sparing the life of Filipino maid’ Mar- 
„ilou Ranario, President Macapagal-Ar- 
1 тоуо yesterday said the nation and its 
‘people, including overseas Filipino 
TA-workers, would never forget “this act 
{sof generosity.” 
* In a statement issued on the eve of 
‘her return from an overnight stay in 
Kuwait, the President said she was 
` “deeply grateful for the compassion of 
the emir” in commuting Ranario's 

1 death sentence to life imprisonment. 

7. "T hope it brings some small comfort 
7: to her family,” Ms Arroyo said. "On be- 
77 half of the Philippine people and our 
SZ overseas workers who often live lonely 
*: lives abroad, we will not forget this act 

of generosity.” 
The President flew to Kuwait on 


November. 


sentence,” Wilfreda said. 


She's innocent 


Happy news 

In Manila, Ranario's younger sister 
Wilfreda, 25, hugged the messenger of 
the good news. 

"Г could not believe it. It was the 
happiest news I've heard since [my sis- 
ter] was sentenced to death last 
month,” Wilfreda told the Inquirer in a 
phone interview. 

She said their parents, Rosario and 
Encarnacion, had been informed of the 


said, her voice breaking. 


maid in Kuwait 2003. 


By Jerome Aning 


‘THE HIGAONON FARMERS FROM SUMILAO, 
Bukidnon, who are fighting for the return of 
their land denied giving their assent to the hog. 
farm erected on the 144-hectare property by 
new owner San Miguel Foods Inc. 

Renato Peñas, one of the 55 farmers who 
walked to Manila for two months to press 
their claim, recalled that on Nov. 26, 2003, 
representatives of San Miguel Corp. accompa- 
nied by town officials led by Mayor Mary Ann 
Baula came to the Higaonon community and 
presented the company's development plans. 

"The hog farm was not on our agenda. As 
in all of our regular barangay meetings, we 
had to sign an attendance sheet. We asked a 
few questions about the project. Just like 
`В ч that. No further discussions. On Dec. 2, 

E By Appointment Only: Ee = was a Sangguniang ке тезо- 

" lution endorsing the project. It did not un- 
Mobile: (0917) 840-1573 Шеше а аро сву 
Located at cil,” Pefias, a barangay kagawad, said. 
ROMAN Jewels, Inc. Accompanied by activist priests and 
298 Mezzanine Floor. 


nuns, the farmers, each carrying a copy of 
Shangri-La Hotel Makati their 60-page position paper on the dis- 


pute, tried to enter the Department of 
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development. The couple had re- 
tumed to their native Surigao del 
Norte after talking to the President in 


However, she said they were not 
content with the commutation “be- 
cause we are convinced that Marilou is 
innocent. We want her freed from jail 
and reunited with her children.” 

“We really want her to come home, 
especially this Christmas,” Wilfreda 


Ranario, 33, left her two children in 
Tubod, Surigao del Norte to work as a 


In January 2005, she was arrested 
for stabbing her female employer, Najat 
Mahmoud Faraj Mubarak, who died. 


g kagat ка lang! 
atepok ng lamok! 


for their group. 


“Our family is happy now that Mar- 
йош has been spared from the death 


Two years 


“For almost two years we have been 
campaigning for Marilou's life,” she 
said yesterday in a phone interview. 
“The emir’s promise to commute Mar- 
йоз death sentence is a victory for her 
family and all those who persevered in 
the international campaign to save her 


life,” Migrante said in a statement. 


Agrarian Reform building in Quezon City 
yesterday to present the document to Sec- 
retary Nasser Pangandaman. 

DAR security personnel, however, al- 
lowed only one of the farmers and their 
lawyers in. The farmers were thus able to 
file their position paper—which Pangan- 
daman had required of both contending par- 
ties to settle the issue—at 8:16 p. 

Federation of Philippine Industries presi- 
dent Jesus Arranza, meanwhile, appealed 
for sobriety in resolving the dispute and 
aired his suspicion that local corn buyers 
afraid of losing out to МЕТ could be behind 
the farmers’ objection to the hog farm. 


Emotions over the law 

“This dramatic march is apparently try- 
ing to seek and gain sympathy and touch 
the emotions of the people. As we all know, 
people tend to empathize rather than view 
things with objectivity. If what will be fol- 
lowed is the rule of emotion instead of the 
rule of law, I doubt very much if business- 
men in their right senses would still invest 
in rural areas,” Arranza said in a press con- 
ference in Makati City. 

Arranza said he could not understand 
why the Sumilao farmers—who are primar- 
ily corn-growers—objected to the project 
despite its “overwhelming benefits.” 

“Only parties with vested interests would op- 
pose such a plan—probably the local com buy- 
ers who will have to face SMC as a competitor 
and may virtually lose their grip on a seemingly 
‘monopolistic buying situation,” he said. 


Migrante International chair Connie 
Bragas-Regalado said Ranario's com- 
mutation of sentence was a "victory" 


"We commit to forwarding the cam- 
paign for Marilou until she—and other 
OFWs on death row are released and 
repatriated to the Philippines. Otherwise, 
the Arroyo administration fails them and 
their families anew,” the statement said. 
Giting figures from the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, Migrante said there 
were at least 26 other OFWs on death 


row and around 5,000 Filipinos im- 
prisoned around the world. 


‘Madam, help my wife’ 

Among them is May Vecina, a 28-year- 
old domestic worker from North Cotaba- 
to who reportedly killed her ward and 
wounded two others, Sentenced to 
death in July this year, her case is now 
before Kuwait's Court of Cassation, 

Места husband, Leo, said he 
hoped the President would also be able 
to save his wife from the gallows. 

"She helped Ranario, I hope and 
pray she will do the same for my wife. 
Madam, please help my wife and all 
the other OFWs in similar situations," 
he said between sobs. 

Leo said like other OFWs toiling in 
other countries, his wife had only one 
thing in mind and that was to help her 
family out of poverty. With reports from 
Edwin О. Fernandez and Franklin A. 
Caliguid, Inquirer Mindanao 


Tillers: We didn’t agree to hog farm 


San Miguel, an FPI member, bought the 
144-ha property being claimed by the farm- 
ers from Norberto Quisumbing in 2002. 
The farmers said SMFI, as the new owner, 
"inherited" Quisumbing's pledge to convert 
the property into an agro-industrial zone, 
as required by DAR rules. 


Failure to launch 

‘The farmers said SMFI failed to undertake 
the original development plan—which called 
for the construction of an agro-industrial 
park, cultural and livelihood centers, sports 
complex, hotel and restaurant, among other 
things—so that under DAR rules, the land 
should revert to them under the Comprehen- 
sive Agrarian Reform Program. 

Arranza claimed some of the farmers 
were beneficiaries of the 66-ha estate 
‘owned by Salvador Carlos adjacent to the 
SMFI property. This was earlier confirmed 
by Pangandaman, who said that about 20 
of the 55 farmers had been awarded por- 
tions of the Carlos estate in 1999 and 2003. 

‘According to DAR records, among the 
marchers who owned land in the Carlos estate 
‘were Peñas, Napoleon Merida Jr, chair of San 
Vicente Landless Farmers Association, and the 
farmer's spokesperson Paterno Tuminhay. 

“Now if that is the case, what in the 
world are these farmers, who are already 
CLOA beneficiaries, doing here in Manila 
when they should be tilling the lots granted 
to them under CARP?" Arranza said. 

He called on the various sectors of the so- 
ciety, particularly religious groups, "to view 
this event using reason and not emotion." 


Rizal, Laguna towns named 
worst polluters of largest lake 


By T] Burgonio 


WHILE THEYRE FAMED HAVENS FOR 
artists and wood carvers, Angono in Rizal 
and Paete in Laguna rank among the worst 
polluters of Laguna Lake. 

The two towns, together with Bifian, also 
in Laguna, and Taytay in Rizal, yesterday 
were named recipients of the “Nakasusula- 
sok Awards" (Shameful Awards) by the La- 


guna Lake Development Authority. 

‘The four municipalities operate open 
dumps close to the lake shore, and contribute 
to its pollution, ША general manager Edgar 
Manda said at a press briefing. 

The dumps were ecological “time bombs" 
that could result in a tragedy of "immeasur- 
able magnitude," said Manda, who also dis- 
closed the LLDAis assessment of ће environ- 
mental performance of 14 cities and 47 other. 
towns around the lake this year. 

“1 hope that their conscience gets pricked 
and they will do something about the ongo- 
ing pollution," he said. 


Outstanding 

On the other hand, the LLDA recognized 
Sta. Cruz town in Laguna as the “most out- 
standing local government unit on environ- 
mental performance" for operating a mate- 
rial recovery facility where biodegrable 
wastes are recycled. 

Also recognized were Malvar town in 
Batangas; Teresa, Rizal; Los Baños, Laguna, 
and Quezon City for their environmental 
projects on waste management. 

Manda admitted the LLDA, hobbled by 
Jack of funds and logistics, didn’t have its 
own police force to go after the local gov- 
ernment units polluting the lake. 

“We need discipline. We have only one patrol 
boat to monitor over 10,000 industries in the 
900-sq km lake. We can't do it alone,” he said. 

Manda had earlier wared the lake 
would be dead in five years ifno steps were 
taken to arrest its worsening condition. * 

Laguna de Bay, located between Laguna 
and Rizal provinces in Luzon, is the largest 
lake in the Philippines and the second largest 
inland freshwater body in Southeast Asia. 


Phased out by 2006 

Open dumps should have been phased 
‘out by 2004 and controlled dumps by 2006, 
under the Ecological Waste Management 
‘Act of 2000. Local government units are 
mandated to enforce this law. 

According to the LLDA, other localities 
with running open dumps polluting the 
lake are San Pablo City; Alaminos, Calauan, 
Liliw, Kalayaan, Mabitac, Pagsanjan and 
Sta. Maria towns in Laguna; Binangonan 
and Cardona in Rizal; Lucban, Quezon, and 
Pateros and Taguig in Metro Manila. 

‘Another major contributor to the lake pol- 
lution were the 52,000 families in various 
towns that had encroached on the lakeshore 
withouttolt facies, Manda si. 
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By Christine О, Avendaño 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
vowed Sunday night that the full 
force of the law would be applied on 
Seri, Antonio Trillanes IV and the 
othéis involved in the takeover of 
the’Péninsula Manila hotel on Nov. 
29. 

Ms Arroyo spoke to the Filipino 
community in Kuwait about the 
Peninsula incident after securing 
from the Kuwaiti emir a commuta- 
tion of the death sentence on Filipino 
maid Marilou Ranario for killing her 
Kuwaiti employer in 2005. 

"It's very clear that the actions of 
these few desperate men only 
showed they are out of touch with 
the hopes and dreams of the aver- 
age Filipino,” Ms Arroyo said. She 
said ordinary Filipinos wanted polit- 
ical stability, a bright economic fu- 
ture and social justice. 

That was why, she said, the ac- 


GMA reiterates iron 
policy on Trillanes et al. 


tions of these “misguided men" only 
served to “sabotage the aspirations 
of everyone here and the aspirations 
of Filipinos.” d 

“The transgressors will not hold 
our nation hostage with impunity. 
Paparusahin sila ng buong higpit ng 
batas (The full force of the law will 
be applied). Justice shall be served 
and the interests of the people up- 
held,” Ms Arroyo said. 

Ms Arroyo was scheduled to ar- 
rive in Manila today after an eight- 
day official visit to Spain and 
Britain. She stopped in Kuwait en 
route home to appeal personally to 
Sheik Sabah Al Ahmed Al Sabah for 
clemency for Ranario. 

Ms Arroyo, who had planned a 
four-hour stop in Kuwait Sunday 
but agreed to stay overnight upon 
the invitation of the Kuwaiti ruler, 
said her administration was deter- 
mined to achieve unity, develop- 
ment, peace and prosperity. 


Trillanes told Pimentel media 
presence prevented bloodbath 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


SENATE MINORITY LEADER AQUILI- 
no Pimentel Jr. said yesterday that Sen. 
Antonio Trillanes IV had told him that 
the presence of journalists prevented a 
bloodbath during the Nov. 29 standoff 
atthe Peninsula Manila hotel. 

Ina speech recalling his visit to Tril- 
lanes at his Camp Crame cell last 
week, Pimentel said that Trillanes 
hinted at “dark plots” based on what 
he felt was “an overreaction of the au- 
thorities in getting them out of the ho- 
tel and arresting them.” 

Trillanes believed there was no need 
to lob more tear gas canisters into the 
hotel because his group had decided to 
come out peacefully, said Pimentel, 
adding that the rebels were worried 
about the safety of the civilians. 

‘Among those in the hotel were for- 
mer Vice President Tito Guingona, 79; 
Bishop Emeritus Julio Labayen, 81, and 
the media people covering the incident. 


“Still, the authorities tear-gassed 
them and cut off all lights at the lob- 
by,” Pimentel said. 


Easy targets 

“It was as if the authorities wanted 
to smoke them out of the upper part 
of the hotel and make them easy tar- 
gets at the lobby as they were surren- 
dering. Luckily, the media people fol- 
lowed them all the мау” said Pi- 
mentel repeating Trillanes’ account. 

"In short, the senator believed that 
the presence of the media prevented 
blood from being shed in the whole 
affair,” Pimentel said. 

The refusal of some journalists to 
vacate what had been deemed by the 
police as a crime scene raised ques- 
tions on how far the media should be 
allowed to operate in situations like 
the Peninsula takeover. 


No uprising 


the police “to make it appear that there 
was an armed uprising going on in the 
Pen when in fact there was none.” 

As proof that they did not want to 
use force, Trillanes claimed his group 
could have held Philippine National 
Police Director Geary Barias hostage 
when he came over to talk to them be- 
fore the 3 p.m. surrender deadline. 

While Trillanes and his men were 
treated fairly in their cells, Pimentel 
said that the senator was “kicked and 
trampled upon by certain officers after 
they were made to lie down in the af- 
termath of their arrest and they were 
also subjected to a lot of verbal abuse.” 

Pimentel said Trillanes' group 
етпей Barias for “his utter inability 
to exercise effective control of his 
men in suppressing the Manila Pen in- 
cident.” 

"It showed, they added, that Barias 
was not fit to lead the PNP as he is ru- 
mored to be the next PNP Director 
General,” Pimentel said. 


Pimentel said shots were fired by 


1,000 soldiers deployed for Magdalo trial 


Asked if the AFP was certain 
that none of the soldiers it 
would deploy would turn out to 
be sympathetic to the Magdalo 
soldiers, Ferrer replied: “We are 
sure that the units assigned to 
the NCRCom will not turn 
against the military" 

Ferrer, a member of Philippine 
Military Academy Class 1995 to 
which most of the leaders of the 
Dakwood  mutineers, called 
Magdalo, belong, said that the 
group had been unable to “re- 
cruit" any more soldiers. 


Faeldon 

He dismissed suggestions 
that the wily Marine Capt. 
Nicanor Faeldon, a Magdalo 
leader who remained "unac- 


From page Al ofthe rebels were hidden in one 
Or two rooms that were not 
checked," Ferrer said. 

Ferrer also said that there 
would be several layers of secu- 
rity measures to be implement- 
ed. "We are considering that 
anything can happen (today). 
We are securing even the Pasig 
River,” Ferrer said. 


Handcuffed to escorts 

He said the NCRCom was 
waiting for the court's reply on 
whether it would allow the АЕР. 
request to keep the accused 
handcuffed to their military es- 
corts throughout the hearing. 

“Ifthey want to go to the toilet, 
they will be handcuffed to their 
escorts going there,” Ferrer said. 


counted for” after he escaped 
from the Peninsula, could те- 
cruit disgruntled soldiers to the 
Trillanes cause and therefore 
remained a threat. 

The 36-year-old Trillanes, 
Army Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, 
and the 10 other Magdalo sol- 
diers have been detained at the 
Camp Crame custodial manage- 
ment unit since the standoff. 

Lim, 52, a former Scout 
Ranger Regiment commander, 
was a defense witness during 
the Nov. 29 hearing. He was 
placed under arrest following 
the failed February 2006 coup 
attempt. 

‘The military escorts, the NCR- 
Com troops and local police 
tasked to secure Makati City 


Hall did not stop Trillanes and 
his group from marching on the 
Peninsula, 3 kilometers away 
fearing a gun battle that could 
hurt innocent bystanders. 

Trillanes, Lim, former Vice 
President Teofisto Guingona, 
retired Bishop Julio Labayen, 
“running priest” Robert Reyes 
and 32 soldiers and civilians 
have been charged with rebel- 
lion in connection with the 
Peninsula standoff. 


Probable cause 

“I will resolve the motions for 
judicial determination of proba- 
ble cause by Thursday or Friday 
at the latest,” said Judge Elmo 
Alameda of the Makati Regional 
‘Trial Court Branch 150 who will 


handle the Peninsula case. 

In yesterday's hearing of a 
motion filed by Reyes, Alameda 
said he needed at least 24 hours 
to go over the evidence to deter- 
mine if there was a basis for his 
indictment. 

If the judge finds probable 
cause, the court will acquire ju- 
risdiction over the accused and 
they will have to face trial. If he 
finds no probable cause, the 
case will be dismissed. 

The Reyes motion, one of sev- 
eral, asked the court to reverse 
the finding of the Department 
of Justice panel of inquest pros- 
‘ecutors that there was probable 
cause to charge the respondents 
with rebellion. — With reports 
from Alcuin Papa and DJ Yap. 


of forces from the AFP the South- 
em Police District and the Philip- 
pine National Police Custodial 
Unit which has custody of the 
Oakwood mutineers who took 
part in the Peninsula Manila 
standoff. 

Moreover, the “gaps” the AFP 
saw in the previous security plan 
“have been corrected and addi- 
tional measures (are) in place to 
avoid a repeat of the accused 
staging a walkout,” he said. 

Ferrer said these "gaps" in- 
cluded the failure of the AFP 
and the police to check all the 
rooms at the City Hall, called 
“paneling.” 

“We suspect that the firearms 


Lim notforcibly dragged’ by rebel soldiers, says lawyer 


From page Al 


was actually Pimentel's con- Gen. Danilo Lim to the surprise 
tempt order that described how of all those present at that time 
Lim was bodily dragged out of .. Gen. Lim was forcibly 
the courtroom by one of the dragged out of the courtroom.” 
Magdalo soldiers. Lim later marched with Tril- 
lanes and the Magdalo soldiers 
to the Peninsula where, at a 
press conference shown on tele- 
vision, he read a manifesto call- 
ing for the ouster of Ms Arroyo. 

State prosecutors have filed re- 


Makati judge told: Heaven is watching 


From page Al 


bellion charges against Lim, Tril- 
lanes and more than 30 others, 
including civilians, for their in- 
volvement in the Peninsula siege. 


Motion to transfer 
Verdadero cited the Pimentel 
order last week when he asked 
the Makati court hearing the re- 
bellion charges to transfer Lim to 
Camp Capinpin in Tanay, Rizal. 


Lim, former commander of 
the Scout Rangers, is currently 
detained in Camp Crame with 
the others involved in the 
Peninsula siege. 


Judicial, impartial account 
lim was previously held in 
Camp Capinpin, along with other 
soldiers accused of involvement 
in the February 2006 coup plot. 


"What we quoted was a judi- 
cial, impartial account of what 
transpired in the courtroom [on 
Nov. 29]," Verdadero said. 

The motion seeking Lim's 
transfer of detention pointed 
out that it is at Camp Capinpin 
where a general court-martial 
regularly holds the trial of Lim. 
and 27 other officers in connec- 
tion with the 2006 plot. 


courtroom ... He is not out to save 
his neck,” lawyer Vicente Ver- 
dadero said in a phone interview. 

The walkout prompted trial 
Judge Oscar Pimentel to cite 
Trillanes and his coaccused in 
contempt but made no findings 
against Lim. 

Verdadero clarified that it 


Judge's own words 
Pimentel's order said: “Ыз. 
James Layug, wearing a head 
cover, suddenly rushed out 
from the back and took by force 


made reference to divine reck- 
oning to spice up his oral argu- 
ments seeking the release of his 
client, Fr. Robert Reyes, one of 
the alleged participants in the 
Nov. 29 Peninsula hotel upris- 


and Reyes had been close 
friends for 30 years. 

"When it comes to advoca- 
cies, we share many common 
stands, especially with (regard 
to) electoral and political re- 
forms," he said. "Definitely, he 
is for meaningful change in the 
country" Panlilio said of Reyes 
in an interview after the hear- 
ing. 

Also known as "the running 
priest” for his running for politi- 
cal advocacies, Reyes is facing 
rebellion charges as one of the 
civilians seen holding a press 
conference at the hotel in sup- 
port of the renegade band of 
military officers led by Sen. An- 
tonio Trillanes IV a former Navy 
lieutenant. 

Reyes sympathizers in the 
courtroom, whom Chavez de- 
scribed as “prayer warriors,” in- " = М a 
cluded Leah Navarro of the SUPPORTERS of detained Fr. Robert Reyes, led by lawyer Frank Chavez and the priest's parents, Carling 
Black & White Movement and and Natividad Reyes, raise clenched fists to show solidarity for the activist cleric outside the Makati City 
about 20 other civil society Hallon Monday. Е т 
leaders. 

The hearing tackled a motion 
asking that Reyes be released го 
Chavez's custody and assuring 
the court that the outspoken 
Catholic priest would attend all 
the hearings requiring his pres- 
ence. 

In his oral arguments, 
Chavez claimed that based on 
ТУ news footage of the seven- 
hour Peninsula standoff, there 
were по  antigovernment 
"sound bites" that were record- 
ed coming from Reyes. 

Chavez also noted that nei- 
ther of the two arrest affidavits 
prepared by the police specified 
the nature of Reyes’ offense and 
that the documents merely 
tagged him as one of those ar- 
rested after the siege. 


w 


Jaw books, but nothing appar- 
ently prepared him for one that 
invoked no less than the “Big 
Book” found at the Pearly 
Gates. 

“Whatever it is that you do in 
this case will be recorded in 
heaven,” a deadpan Frank 
Chavez told Alameda during a 
politically charged hearing yes- 
terday. “I am sure Saint Peter 
will take care of you.” 

‘The feisty attorney and for- 
mer solicitor general fittingly 


Chavez’ otherworldly warn- 
ing drew chuckles not only from 
Alameda but also from several 
priests and nuns in the packed 
gallery of the Makati RTC- 
Branch 150. 

‘Among them was Pampanga 
Gov. Ed Panlilio, а priest- 
turned-politician, who said he 


THE Day GosPEL : 


Tuesday December 11, 2007 
2nd Week of Advent. 
Damasus SLEEP TILE 
Ist Reading: 1840:1-11 
Gospel: Matthew 18:12-14 

Jesus said to his disciples, "What do you think of this? If someone 
has a hundred sheep and one of them strays, won't he leave the ninety- 
nine on the hillside, and go to look for the stray one? And I tell you: 
‘when he finally finds it, he is more pleased about it than about the 
ninety-nine that did not get lost. It is the same with your Father in 
heaven: there they don't want even one of these litle ones to be lost.” 
‘Commentary 

Isaiah's visions are of a God not just of Israel, but of all nations and of 
the earth itself—mighty in power, vast in creation, calling every person by 
name. God is strength that shares its power. God is knowledge that is be- 
‘yond comprehension and anyone who puts their hope in God will "soar as 
with eagles wings and will run and not grow weary, walk and not grow 
faint." Are we renewing our life, our being, in this God or are we squan- 
dering our energies and attention elsewhere? 

Jt is time to come back to God. Are we weary from doing the work of 
God? Do we find life burdensome because we are collecting clutter, finding 
‘ourselves tangled in the mesh of our plans and projects? It is time to take 
the yoke of the cross, the yoke of community, the yoke of baptismal life 
upon us and learn to walk Jesus’ way. This way is gentle, humble, lowly, 
without violence, greed, grasping, or fear. This yoke is the shadow of God 
upon us in Jesus. 


He said Reyes, who earlier 
that day celebrated Mass near 
the Ninoy Aquino Monument 
on Ayala Avenue, only went to 
the Peninsula to check out what. 
was happening there. 

The lawyer said his client was 
only “invited” by Trillanes 
group to come over and that 
Reyes, before proceeding to the 
Peninsula, asked the rebel offi- 
cers whether he could actually 
enter the hotel or just remain at 
its perimeter. 

“Father Reyes is а man of 
God, a man of peace,” Chavez 
said. 

“Ifyou research the actions of 
Father Reyes, he always took is- 
sue with (various) forms of in- 
justice. He was running 


marathons and offering Masses, 
but he never took up arms 
against the government.” 

“This government is afraid of 
its own shadow,” he added. 
“This government will not fall 
or collapse if we also release Fa- 
ther Reyes.” 

Chavez said Reyes should 
have been freed early on like 
the other prominent civilians 
who were arrested at the Pen, 
namely, former Vice President 
Teofisto Guingona, Bishop Julio 
Labayen, former University of 
the Philippines president Fran- 
cisco Nemenzo and artist Bibeth 
Orteza Siguion-Reyna. 

‘The four were released by the 
police for humanitarian and 
health considerations. 


But Alameda said he could 
not yet rule on the motion 
pending the resolution of an- 
other issue raised by Reyes. 

In a separate motion, Reyes 
had asked the court to reverse 
a ruling by the Department of 
Justice which found probable 
cause to indict him and the 
other respondents for rebel- 
lion. 

Alameda said he would de- 
cide on the motion questioning 
the ruling either on Thursday or 
Friday. 

The judge also said he had 
yet to come across jurispru- 
dence that allowed the release 
of a respondent on recog- 
nizance in a case involving a 
nonbailable offense. 
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2007 worst 
year for RP 
education, 
say youth 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 


CITING TUITION HIKES OF UP TO 600 
percent and yearly cuts in the budgets of 
state-run tertiary schools, militant organi- 
zations have called 2007 the “worst year for 
Philippine education.” 

At the same time, they assailed officials 
of the Commission on Higher Education 
(CHEd) for ignoring repeated requests ога 
dialogue on their concerns. 

League of Filipino Students (LFS) na- 
tional chair Vencer Crisostomo said “local 
student council leaders last week requested 
for a meeting anew with chair Romulo Neri 
and other СНЕ officials but they refused.” 

Like the LFS, Anakbayan, another mili- 
tant youth group, assailed the Arroyo ad- 
ministration for the “state of disrepair” of 
the education sector. 

Anakbayan chair Eleanor de Guzman 
said that "since (President Macapagal-) Ar- 
royo assumed office in 2001, the state of 
the country's education sector has acquired 
damage beyond repair.” 

De Guzman noted that "aside from the 
imposition of exorbitant tuition hikes by 
higher education institutions (HED, yearly 
cuts in the budgets of state colleges and 
universities have taken their toll.” 

“Yearly, we also see a significant increase 
in student dropout rates because of govern- 
ment's neglect (for HEI concerns),” she said. 


600% tuition increase 

De Guzman cited “the 600 percent tu- 
ition increase imposed at Eulogio “Amang” 
Rodriguez Institute of Science and Technol- 
ogy (Earist), a state college, which resulted 
in а 50-percent drop in enrollment this 
school year.” 

"From last year’s P15 per unit, Earist cur- 
rently collects P100 per unit from fresh- 
men. Laboratory fees also increased from 
P25 to P500 for both new and returning 
students,” she said. 

At the University of the Philippines, tu- 
ition has risen “by approximately 300 per- 
cent—from P300 to P1,000 рег 
unit—bringing the cost of a UP education 
to P30,000-40,000 per semester, just a few 
pesos shy of the tuition at Ateneo de Manila 
and De La Salle universities.” 

“The same tuition hike looms at Poly- 
technic University of the Philippines, which 
has a pending proposal for a 525-percent 
increase from P12.50 to P75 per unit,” De 
Guzman said. 


More antigovernment protests $ м pa 
“This is really the worst year for the educa- T t on ea 
tion sector. Compounded by politica] scandals, 
students are now faced with the glaring fact 
that the Arroyo administration has been 
spending more on corrupt practices at the ex- 
pense of our youth's education,” she said. * " З 
Both the LFS and Anakbayan warned of imagine TV Reborn to give you the luxury of space 
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ing reimposing the "tuition cap" which the 
body suspended early this year. 
CHEd Executive Director William Medra- IV 
no told the Iquinzm the agency was "study- TV Ra 
ing [whether] to put back the policy.” TV Reborw 
Both Neri and Commissioner Nona Ri- 
cafort assured students the tuition issue 
was “being discussed” by the agency. 
CHEd Memo No. 14 provided for а tu- 
ition cap based on the national inflation 
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The directive also called for prior consul- r NE: 


tations with students, among other groups, 
before schools hiked tuition and other fees. 
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cused security forces of abduct- 
ing 36-year-old Jorias, an agri- 
culturist who had been training 
peasants in organic farming. 

‘The military has denied it had 
anything to do with the abduction 
of Jonas, son of the late press free- 
dom icon Joe Burgos, at a mall in 
Quezon City on April 28. But the 
plate number of the vehicle used 
by the kidnappers was traced to 
an impounded vehicle at the 56th 
Infantry Battalion compound in 
Norzagaray, Bulacan. 

Other protest marches were 
held in key cities in the Visayas 
and other parts of the country. 

“all efforts must be exerted to 
make the Arroyo regime ac- 
countable,” Bayan said in a 
statement, 

“Using the internationally ac- 
cepted principles of command 
responsibility as basis, the peo- 
ple must pressure the regime so 
that justice for the victims is 
served,” it said. 

Philip Alston, the United Na- 
tions’ special rapporteur on ex- 
trajudicial killings, earlier this 
month released a final report on 
the Philippines which blamed 
the military for the killings. 

He said soldiers were “sys- 
tematically hunting down” the 
leaders of leftist organizations 
as part of the overall anti-insur- 
gency campaign. 

Over the weekend, Jaro Arch- 
bishop Angel Lagdameo, presi- 
dent of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP), said most of the time the 
violators of human rights in the 
country were public servants and 
elected officials. 


Full circle 

Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop 
Oscar V Cruz warned that the evil 
that was the violation of human 
rights would come full circle. 

Cruz said human rights viola- 
tors were unconsciously demean- 
ing themselves by strongly invit- 
ing others to look down on them 


President 


From page Al 
human rights—from resolving 
the killings of journalists and 
political activists to addressing 
the plight of those who suffered 
during the regime of the late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos. 

Ms Arroyo announced that she 
had certified as urgent the Hu- 
man Rights Compensation Act, a 
“critical legislation” that she said 
"has been pending for years” in 
Congress and thus was "in itself a. 
travesty of human rights.” 


"How true is the saying that vi- 
olent individuals usually die of 
violence,” he said in a statement. 

‘Atarally in Quezon City the hu- 
тап rights group Karapatan came 
up with a "Medalya de. Horror” 
which it said it would award to 
President Arroyo for her poor 
record in defending human rights. 

Jigs Clamor Karapatan 
deputy secretary general, said 
the medal was also a parody of 
the medal that a Spanish uni- 
versity gave Ms Arroyo for her 
adherence to human rights dur- 
ing her weeklong visit to Eu- 
rope last week. 

“We want to register our op- 
position to what the Spanish 
university] did. Ms Arroyo is 
the biggest violator of human 
rights,” Clamor said. 

Drop in killings 

Karapatan said that since Ms 
Arroyo came to power in January 
2001 up to October this year, a to- 
tal of 887 killings were reported. 

In a report, Karapatan said 
that the number of extrajudicial 
killings dropped to 68 this year 
from 209 in 2006. 

But while there was a drop in 
the number, Bayan said “the fight 
for justice is far from over” and 
called on Ms Arroyo to step down. 

In Cebu, protesters asked the 
Spanish [university] to recall 
the Champion of Human Rights 
Medalla de Oro given to Ms Ar- 


Toyo. 

"The award is nothing short of 
a political statement to honor Ms 
Arroyo despite her government's 
notorious human rights track 
record,” said the statement signed 
by Sanlakas, Kongreso sa 
Pagkakaisa ng Maralitang Lung- 
sod (KPML)-Cebu, Task Force De- 
tainees of the Philippines (TFDP) 
‘Visayas and Freedom from Debt 
Coalition (FDC)-Visayas. 
Honorary consul 

The statement, which they 
personally delivered to the resi- 
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n mark rights day 


MEMBERS of Karapatan-Southern Luzon hold a picket in front of 


Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City on Monday to mark Human Rights 
Day. 


dence of Spain's honorary con- 
sul in Cebu, Jaime Picornell, 
said Ms Arroyo did not deserve 
the award given by the Univer- 
sidad de Alcala de Henares. 

“Therefore, crowning Ms Ar- 
royo as a champion of human 
rights could only mean that the 
world opts to look the other 
way" the groups said. 

The National Union of Peo- 
ples’ Lawyers (NUPL) said that 
due to Ms Arroyo's alleged fail- 
ure to uphold human rights, the 
Philippines was in violation of 
the 1948 Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. 

The Arroyo administration's 
refusal to submit the Rome 
Statute of the International 
Criminal Court to the Senate for 
ratification was another evi- 
dence of its neglect of human 
rights, according to NUPL secre- 
tary general Neri Colmenares. 


RANUM 


The Rome Statute, one of the 
most important treaties after the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, mandates the arrest and 
imprisonment of human rights 
violators from countries which 
are “unwilling or unable” to pros- 
ecute these violators. 
“Philippine membership in 
the ICC is another legal mecha- 
nism against impunity as it pro- 
vides justice to victims who can- 
not find justice in their own 
countries,” Colmenares said. 


Crosses 

Fifty-nine members and lead- 
ers of the four groups marched 
at 11 am. from Р del Rosario 
Street to Camp Sergio Osmefia, 
the headquarters of the police 
regional office in Cebu City. 

They carried 20 crosses rep- 
resenting the different rights of 
the people, such as the rights to 


housing, education, life, water 
and a free press. From the po- 
lice headquarters, they went to 
the house of Picornell to hand 
him the letter. 

Around 150 members of 
Bayan Muna also marched in 
Cebu to condemn the giving of 
the award to Ms Arroyo and to 
ask the government to stop the 
extrajudicial killings. 

Some 3,600 protesters joined 
the marches in Пойо City Capiz 
and Aklan to commemorate In- 
ternational Human Rights Day. 

In Пойо City, some 2,500 
Bayan-led protesters marched 
through the city’s main streets 
before holding a rally at the Iloi- 
lo Rotary Amphitheater. 

They denounced the killing 
and abduction of activists, includ- 
ing Ma. Luisa Posa-Dominado 
and Nilo Arado who remain miss- 
ing after armed men seized them 
in Barangay Cabanbanan in Oton, 
Пойо, on April 12. 

Around 10 masked men hold- 
ing up placards denouncing the 
militant groups and the New Peo- 
ples Army held a picket on Boni- 
facio Drive near the venue of 
Bayan's protest actions. 

In Roxas City in Capiz, about 
800 protesters joined the rally 
of Bayan and Gabriela at the 
Roxas City Bandstand. 

In the capital town of Kalibo, 
Aklan, around 300 people 
marched in the streets before 
holding a protest rally at the 
plaza. 

In Bacolod, about 1,200 ac- 
tivists joined a rally at the plaza 
to protest the extrajudicial 
killings and abductions. 

Karapatan and Bayan leaders 
also called for the scrapping of 
the counterinsurgency program. 
known as Oplan Bantay Laya 
that they said targeted un- 
armed leftist activists. 

About 70 members of FDC- 
Negros and the Kilusan para sa 
Pambansang Demokrasya 
gathered in front of the Foun- 
tain of Justice at the Bacolod 


City Hall to oppose a contract 
signed by the Central Negros 
Electric Cooperative (Ceneco) 
in Bacolod. 

The contract calls for the pur- 
chase of coal from a power 
plant in Cebu City. 

The Alyansa ng Mga Traba- 
hador sa Slaughterhouse also 
joined the protest at the 
Fountain of Justice to oppose 
the privatization of the 
slaughterhouse in Bacolod 
which, the group, said would 
deprive people of their liveli- 
hood. 


Blocked 

In Manila, protesters gath- 
ered in front of the University of 
Santo Tomas campus on España 
Avenue at 10 a.m. before they 
marched toward Plaza Miranda 
in Quiapo. 

The protesters from Bayan, 
Anakbayan, Karapatan and 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilip- 
inas (KMP) tried to march to- 
ward the Don Chino Roces 
Bridge (formerly Mendiola) at 
around 1:30 p.m. but were 
blocked by truncheon-wielding 
lawmen at the corner of Moray- 
ta Street and Recto Avenue in 
Sampaloc. 

“It was Human Rights Day 
and we wanted to exercise our 
rights, but the police did not 
want to let us march,” Reyes 
said. 

Ironic 

“Ies very ironic,” added Willy 
Marbella, KMP internal deputy 
secretary general. “Today is 
supposed to be Human Rights 
Day. The mere fact that we were 
prevented from proceeding to 
Mendiola is a clear violation of 
our right to express ourselves.” 

The protesters voluntarily 
dispersed at around 3 p.m. 

With reports from Beverly T. 
Natividad and AFP in Manila, 
and Jhunnex Napallacan, 
Nestor Burgos Jr. and Carla Р 
Gomez, Inquirer Visayas 


says Ranario case proof of gov't rights policy 


The bill seeks to grant finan- 
cial restitution to the victims of 
human rights violations under 
the Marcos regime. 

Malacafiang issued Ms Аг: 
royo's statement late last night, 
as she and a small party were en 
route home after being away 
since Dec. 1 for official visits to 
Europe and Kuwait—where she 
was able to successfully appeal 
the death penalty on Ranario. 
(See story on Page А4.) 

“Му successful appeal to the 


emir of Kuwait to spare the life 
of Marilou Ranario and convert 
the death sentence to life im- 
prisonment is yet another ex- 
ample of how my government is 
dedicated to protecting the 
rights of our people, whether on 
Philippine soil or abroad work- 
ing to give their families а bet- 
ter life," Ms Arroyo said. 

She spelled out her adminis- 
tration's priorities in protecting 
the rights of the people. 

“for my government, justice 


‘encompasses legal justice, bring- 
ing perpetrators to justice and 
finding restitution for the vic- 
tims, and also social justice, 
fighting for equality and a better 
‘way of life for all Filipinos from 
all walks of life,” Ms Arroyo said. 

She said her administration 
also continued to address the 
killings of journalists and ac- 
tivists, saying that its efforts 
were "bearing fruit" as "both 
Task Force Usig and human 
rights groups have reported a 


Lawyer rues inaction in Abadilla 5’ case 


From page Al 
Lenido Lumanog and Augusto 
Santos, wrote newly appointed 
Court of Appeals Presiding Jus- 
tice Conrado Vasquez to seek 
his help on the “grave delay” in 
the resolution of the Abadilla 5 
case. 

Other members of the Abadilla 
5 are Cesar Fortuna, Rameses de 
Jesus and Joel de Jesus, They are 
detained at the New Bilibid Pris- 
ons in Muntinlupa City. 

The five were convicted of 
killing former Philippine Con- 
stabulary Col. Rolando Abadilla 
in 1996 and were meted out the 
death penalty. 

In 2005, the Supreme Court 
referred their case to the Court 
of Appeals for review. Before 
that, the case was with the high 


court for five years on automat- 
icreview. 

The Alex Boncayao Brigade 
(ABB), an urban communist hit 
squad, had owned up to the 
killing and had given the slain 
officer's wristwatch to Catholic 
priest Robert Reyes as proof of 
the group's responsibility. None 
of the Abadilla 5 belonged to 
the ABB. 

No less than the Lon- 
don-based Amnesty Interna- 
tional has also raised serious 
doubts about the guilt of the 
Abadilla 5. 


Ninth appellate justice 
Justice Agustin Dizon, to 
whom the case is now assigned, 
is the ninth appellate court jus- 
tice to handle the review, ac- 


cording to Santos. 

Santos said the previous jus- 
tices to whom the case had been 
raffled had unloaded the case 
for one reason or another. 

"With this kind of turnover 
and delays, this case can hardly 
get started for appellate review, 
with each successive justice 
having to start from scratch. On 
behalf of the Abadilla 5, I pray 
[that] you do something about 
this pattern of turnover and de- 
lays," he said. 

Santos implored Vasquez to 
give priority to the case and to 
ensure that the assigned jus- 
tice would stay on it and hand 
down a decision in the near fu- 
ture, and would not "inhibit, 
wnload or retire before that 
happens." 


The case was submitted for 
decision in November 2006. 
Santos said it was frustrating 
that the case would sit with a 
justice for several months, only 
for the magistrate to inhibit 
himself or unload the case. 


Influential supporters 

The slow grind of the appeal 
also makes the Abadilla 5 won- 
der if there are forces deliber- 
ately trying to delay the resolu- 
tion of the issues, Santos noted 
in hisletrer. 

"Because of this ‘merry 
go-round' as well as previous 
delays going back to the five 
years in the Supreme Court, the 
Abadilla 5 cannot help but think 
that powerful or influential sup- 
porters (Marcos loyalists?) of 


significant decrease in cases of 
such killings this year." 

"The PHRC (Philippine Hu- 
man Rights Commission) has just 
reported today on the status of 
45 criminal cases that are under- 
going court proceedings against 
suspected killers of media and 
activists," Ms Arroyo said, noting 
that she welcomed the progress 
as reflected in the report. 

“We are all waiting for court 
decisions as these are concrete 
proof of our seriousness to ad- 


the Abadilla family are behind 
this dilatory strategy (not just 
tactic) to keep the Abadilla 5 
down to rot and die in prison,” 
he said. 


Kidney transplant patient 

Though the case has been in 
the appellate court for almost 
three years, the Abadilla 5 have 
been in jail for more than 11 
years and Lumanog has been a 
kidney transplant patient for 
more than four years, according 
to Santos. 

He also asked the Court of 
Appeals to take judicial notice 
of an Oct. 30, 2007, appellate 
court decision upholding the 
double murder conviction of 
two members of the ABB for the 
1995 ambush of businessman 


Molina clinches 3rd gold; RP now 5th overall 


From page At 

Coakley, the 6400-1 great 
grandson of the only Filipino dou- 
ble bronze medalist in the 
Olympics, Teofilo Yidefonso, won 
in 22.80 seconds, improving on 
his 23.08 in the morning heats. 
that already surpassed the 
Olympic qualifying standard of 
28.18 and the RP record of 28.13 
set by Ronaldo Guiriba in 2005. 

In crowning himself as the 
fastest swimmer in the Games, 
the 17-year-old Coakley smashed 
the 22.98 SEAG standard set in 
2005 by Arwuut Chain Apasaen 
of Thailand, who was second this 
time in 23.19, 

The 23-year-old Molina 


reprised the hat trick he pulled off 
two year ago by topping the 
men’s 200 breaststroke in 2 min- 
"utes 18.11 seconds to become the 
most successful RP athlete here. 

He earlier won the 400 and 
200 individual medley. 

Arabejo, already the winner 
of the 200 backstroke Friday, 
succeeded Miguel Mendoza as 
1,500 champ by ruling the 
event in 15:53.16 as the Fil- 
ipinos surpassed by two their 
gold haul of four the last time 
in Laguna. 

Dagmil pulled off a winning 
jump of 7.87 meters to break his 
meet and RP mark of 7.81 and 
dlinch a fourth gold for athletics. 


Wang prevailed in the men's 
nanquan 3-events combined and 
Mariane Mariano emerged san- 
shou champion in the women's 
under 60 kg as the only RP win- 
ners for wushu. 

‘Two silvers Ьу Jaclyn Pangili- 
пап in the women’s 200 breast- 
stroke (2:39.12) and Erica Torren. 
im the 200 freestyle (2:05.75) 
‘capped RP feat in the pool. 

Boxing gave the Filipinos a 


chance for an explosive finish азай jud; 


three female defending champi- 
ons—light fly Alice Kate Арап, 
light bantam Annalisa Cruz and 
lightweight Mitchel Marinez— 
‘gained the finals to boost the num- 
ber of gold medal hopefuls to 10. 


Bantam Junel Cantancio, 
lightweight Joegen Ladon, light 
fiy Albert Pabila and light heavy 
Maximino Tabangcora will try to 
raise the list of finalists to 14 on 
Tuesday but the expected 
avalanche of golds could very 
well turn out to be a disappoint- 
ing cascade of silvers. 

All 10 finalists will be facing 
‘Thais in the finals ofa sport where 
the hosts are notorious for biased 


iging. 

‘The men’s golf team, with last- 
minute addition Anthony Fernan- 
do firing а three-under-par 69, 
grabbed the lead by one over In- 
donesia, 209-210, after the first 
round. Purra Cup champion Thai- 


land (214) was a disappointing 
fourth behind Malaysia (212). 
Jonel Ababa and Ferdinand 
Aunzo shot 70s to back up Fer- 
nando, who took the place of the 
pro-bound Jay Bayron. 
Fernando, the reigning nation- 
al amateur champion, was а 
stroke behind Indonesian Andik 
Mauludin in individual play. 
Dagmil’s victory was only the 
fourth for the athletics team, 
which finished with nine the last 
time, while wushu wound up 
with just two golds in 14 events 
after picking up 11 in 2005, when 
the sport had 22 golds at stake. 
Benjie Rivera settled for the sil- 
verin the men’s 56 kg of sanshou, 


dress these killings with the due 
process of law,” she said. 

Ms Arroyo said poverty, in- 
surgency and terrorism were 
the complex root causes pre- 
venting the country from fully 
promoting and fulfilling the 
rights of its citizens. 

“This is why I have made it a 
priority to address human 
rights issues directly and indi- 
rectly through fighting poverty, 
rebellions and terrorist groups,” 
she said. 


Leonardo Ту and his driver, 
Nestor Encarnacion. 

Santos said the decision was 
important in light of the fact 
that the Quezon City Regional 
Trial Court that convicted the 
five accused had refused to al- 
low the introduction of addi- 
Чопа] evidence to back up the 
contention that the ABB was 
responsible for  Abadilla's 
death. 

He said this was shown by the 
similar pattern in the ABB’s am- 
bush of Ty. 

Abadilla was shot by four 
men while sitting in his car that. 
was stalled in traffic, while Ty 
and his driver were shot by six 
men while the victims’ car was 
stopped in traffic. Both killings 
took place in Quezon City. 


The track and field team stands 
to nail just another gold in the 
men's 400 meters Tuesday at the 

d of athletics action after Feli- 
cisimo Мепа Jr clocked the 
fastest time of 47.15 in the heats. 
Ernie Candelario also qualified in 
the finals at 48.37. 

Eric Taino joined Cecil Mamiit 
in the quarterfinals of the men’s 
singles in tennis but will have to 
raise his game to get past the in- 
form Danai Udomchoke next. 

The mixed doubles teams of 
Taino and Diane Matias and 
Mamiit-Denise Dy also won their 
initial assignments, 

‘After six events, the bowlers 
continued to lay a big fat egg. 
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Despite QC plea, ‘Boracay auction on 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN SHERIFF 
yesterday said he would push 
through with the auction of the “Во- 
тасау Mansion” seized from par- 
doned plunderer and deposed Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada despite the ap- 
peal of the Quezon City government 
to spare the real estate property. 

In a two-page letter, Quezon 
City Treasurer Victor Endriga 
asked Sheriff Ed Urieta to nullify 
the levy and exclude the “Boracay 
Mansion” from auction, noting 
that it had been registered in the 


name of the local government 
since July 4, 2007. 

The Quezon City government 
took over the property following 
the failure of its registered owner, 
St. Peter Holdings, to pay P1.7 
million in back real estate taxes 
since 2000. 

The property, whose value has 
been estimated at P142 million, has 
been stripped of the trappings that 
once made it a very luxurious resi- 
dence supposedly for one of Estra- 
da's mistresses. 


“We will continue to implement 
the writ of execution issued by the 
Sandiganbayan. We wil push 
through with the auction in January 
unless the local government obtains 
a temporary restraining order from 
the court,” Urieta told the INQUIRER 
over the phone yesterday. 

Estrada has repeatedly insisted 
he was not the owner of the proper- 
ty and claimed it was owned by 
businessman Jaime Dichaves, a co- 
respondent in his plunder case. 

Jocelyn К. Uy 
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BIR RELEASES REGULATIONS FOR VAT 
ON TIMBER PRODUCTS 


Timber, whether naturally grown or cultivated, continues 
to be one of the Philippines’ most valuable natural resources. 
‘The Bureau of Internal Revenue is therefore working to ensure 
that the appropriate taxes are paid on the naturally grown or 
cultivated timber. 

Particular attention has been focused on the advance 
VAT on the transport of timber, which is the subject of the 
recently-issued Revenue Regulations no. 13-2007. Under the 
Regulations, owners / sellers of naturally-grown or planted 
timber products are required to pay an advance VAT on the 
transport of these products, before they are transported from 
their place of production or concession. 


The Regulations cover those owners / sellers who 
hold permits or agreements issued by the Department of 
Environmentand Natural Resources (DENR). Naturally-grown 
ог planted timber products that are harvested from industrial 
tree plantations are also covered by the Regulations, and are 
therefore subject to advence VAT payments. 


The advance VAT is imposed at the rate of twelve percent 
(12%) of the value per cubic meter of a particular kind of timber 
product. The Regulations provides a schedule of values for 
the various types of timmber products. 

Advance VAT payments made may be credited against an 
owner's / sellers output VAT on the actual gross selling price. 
of the timber products. However, in the case of the advance 
3% percentage tax, the advance payment will be credited 
to the owner's / seller's monthly / quarterly percentage tax 
return. 

The appropriate Forms for the filing and payment of the 
advance VAT, as well as furher details on the Regulations, 
may be obtained from the BIR's varlous Revenue District 
Offices. 


METRO 
PACIFIC 


METRO PACIFIC INVESTMENTS CORPORATION 


NOTICE TO ALL WARRANT HOLDERS OF 
METRO PACIFIC INVESTMENTS CORPORATION: 


You Only Have Until December 14, 2007 to Exercise Your Warrants 


Pursuant to the Warrant Instrument dated 23 October 2006, including the Terms 
and Conditions of the Warrants issued by Metro Pacific Investments Corporation ("MPIC 
Warrants’), the Exercise Period for the MPIC Warrants lapses on December 15, 2007. 


If you are still holding any MPIC Warrants and should you decide to exercise the |. 
same, your Notice of Exercise and other documentary requirements and the 
corresponding warrant exercise price payment must be submitted to and received by 
Registrar for the MPIC Warrants at the Transfer Office, before the close of business on 
December 14, 2007 (December 15, 2007 being a Saturday) 


Please note that all MPIC Warrants that remain unexercised after December 
15, 2007 shall automatically lapse and shall be of no further force and effect after 
tho same date. 


Please get in touch with Ms. Ofel Racpan of Stock Transfer Services, Inc., 8^ 


Floor, PHINMA Plaza, 39 Plaza Drive, Rockwell Center, Makati City, Metro Manila at 
telephone number (632) 898-7555. 


Very truly yours, 


Due 


ANTONIO A. PICAZO 
Corporate Secretary 
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UN climate summit enters crucial week of negotiations 


BALL INDONESIA—THE UN “This is the test to watch this 


climate «chief yesterday said 
that- cutting carbon-dioxide 
emissions by up to 40 percent 
was crucial to reining-in global 
warming and winning over in- 
vestors who could provide 
many of the high-tech solutions 
needed to ward off catastrophe. 

‘The comments by Yvo de Boer 
came as the United Nations cli- 
mate conference on Bali island 
enteréd its crucial final week. 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki- 
moon, Nobel Peace Prize laure- 
ate Al Gore and other prominent. 
figures are to arrive in the com- 
ing days to provide momentum 
toward finalizing a “roadmap” 
that will eventually lead to a suc- 
cessor accord for the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol, which expires in 2012. 

The draft negotiating text at 
the Bali talks mentions targets 
for reducing the amount of pol- 
lutants pumped into the atmo- 
sphere in a nonbinding way. 

Its preamble notes the widely 
accepted view that industrial 
nations’ emissions should be cut 

‘by 25 percent to 40 percent be- 
low 1990 levels by 2020, and 
that global emissions need to 
peak in the next 10 to 15 years 
and then be dramatically 
slastied to half of 2000 levels by 
mid-century. 


Test to watch 

But most delegates and envi- 
ronmentalists said they expected 
the numbers to be removed from 
the final text. The United States 
and several of its close major al- 
lies made it clear Monday they 
opposed Kyoto-style targets. 


week,” said Jennifer Morgan, 
spokesperson for Climate Action 
Network, which is representing 
all the environmental groups. 
"This will show you whether 
governments are serious or not, 
Whether they support these 
types of emissions cuts." 

De Boer said he could only 
hope that specific targets would 
stick. 

“Its important to give a clear 
signal that that’s where indus- 
trialized countries intend to 
go,” he said, adding that bil- 
lions of dollars were waiting to 
be spent on everything from 
new environment-friendly tech- 
nology to helping the most vul- 
nerable countries adapt. 

The 1997 Kyoto pact, which 
was rejected by the United States, 
commits three dozen industrial- 
ized countries to cut their green- 
house gases by relatively modest 
average of 5 percent below 1990 
levels in the next five years. 


New deal must go further 

Experts say a new deal will 
have to go farther if the world 
wants to head off the dire im- 
pacts of rising temperatures, 
from collapsing ice sheets to 
worsening droughts, flooding 
and diseases. 

‘The United States on Monday 
reiterated its position that it 
was against any language in the 
Bali mandate that would set 
emission targets for countries 
or specify how much global 
temperatures should be al- 
lowed to increase. 

US climate negotiator Harlan 


new 
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KERRY: Democratic candidates. 
back Kyoto Protocol. 


‘Watson said there were “many 
uncertainties” over the num- 
bers and accepting them now 
‘would only limit the parameter 
of future discussions. 

“Obviously there will need to 
bea lot of analysis done over the 
period of negotiations,” Watson 
said of the range for emission 
cuts. "To start with a predeter- 
mined answer, we don't think is 
an appropriate thing to do.” 


US Democrats 

Many analysts and observers 
say, with US presidential elec- 
tions due late next year, that a 
administration 
agree to deepening cuts. 

“Every single 
candidate for president has em- 
braced mandatory caps . . . and 
expressed their willingness to 
immediately be part of the Ky- 


oto discussions and try to find a 
successor agreement to Kyoto,” 
said US Sen. John Kerry, who 
ran unsuccessfully for president 


in 2004. 


Kerry said later at a meeting 
with the international delega- 
tion that one reason the US Sen- 
ate never supported the 1997 
pact was because it did not cov- 


er fast-growing 


countries like China and India. 
Asaresultof Bali, “everybody 
globally must somehow be part 
of this solution,” said Kerry, 
who arrived on the resort island 


on Sunday. 


EU pledge 


by 2020. 


said. 


might 
ade 
Democratic 


The European Union has 
pledged to accept binding emis- 
sions reductions of 20 percent 


Nuno Lacasta, climate direc- 
tor of Portugal, which holds the 
European Union's rotating presi- 
dency, said the draft texts men- 
tion of 50 percent emissions cuts 
by 2050 was not out of line. 
“What's important is that we 
are able to have milestones 
along the way, for which 2020 
would be appropriate,” Lacasta 


Environmentalists yesterday 
said they were satisfied so far 
with the progress of the talks, 
but added it was too early to de- 
clare them a success. 

"We may be getting closer to 
ion . .. but we are still far 
removed from a political deal 
toward deep cuts in carbon 
emissions,” said Hans Verolme, 


developing 


Environment 


negotiations this week. 


‘Communication, 


RP to back 50-percent 
cut in greenhouse 
gas emission 


‘THE PHILIPPINES WILL BACK 
calls for a 50-percent reduc- 
tion of greenhouse gas emis- 
sions by developed countries 
at the climate change confer- 


Secretary 
Lito Atienza and Philippine 
Mining Development Corp. 
chair Heherson Alvarez said 
they would enlist the support 
of small island-nations in the 
Asia-Pacific region to per- 
suade developed nations to 
commit to this goal during 


Atienza and Alvarez, who 
both chair the Advisory 
Council on Climate Change 
Mitigation, Adaptation and 
head the 
Philippine delegation to the 
UN Framework Conference 
on Climate Change in Bali. 

The two officials pointed 
out that small island-nations 
were most vulnerable to 
global warming, but lacked 
funding to put up mitigation 
and adaptation measures. 

"We must call on industri- 
alized nations to take a lead- 


ership role in Bali to ensure 
that the world's top 26 devel- 
oped countries would wel- 
come the 50-percent cut as a 
giant leap way beyond their 
5-percent reduction commit- 
ments in the 1998 Kyoto Pro- 
tocol,” Atienza and Alvarez 
said іп a statement. 

While industrialized coun- 
tries are responsible for 70 
percent of greenhouse gas 
emissions, small island-na- 
tions and developing countries 
are expected to bear the brunt 
of adverse weather conditions 
caused by global warming. 

According to Alvarez, the 
Philippines is vulnerable to a 
rise in sea level and climate 
change, including the im- 
pending increase in tempera- 
ture by 2 degrees Celsius by 
2080 if carbon emissions are 
not controlled. 

“Half of our country’s 
1,610 municipalities are near 
the coastline. A one-meter in- 
crease in sea level could put 
64 of our 81 provinces, or 80 
percent, in harm's way by 
submerging 700 million sq. 
m. of our total land area in 
water"hesaid. TJ Burgonio 


Gore sees growing people power against global warming 


From page Al 


Gore and Pachauri will travel 
from Oslo to Bali where govern- 
ments are meeting to ty to 
launch negotiations toward an 
environmental treaty to suc- 
ceed the Kyoto Protocol which 
expires in 2012. 

"It is my great hope that the 
meeting in Bali will result in a 
strong mandate empowering 
the world to move forward 
quickly to a meaningful treaty,” 
Gore said. 


Threat to civilization 

Gore, whose Oscar-winning 
documentary “Ап Inconvenient 
Truth” called for immediate ac- 
tion on the environment, 
pushed for curbs on carbon 
dioxide, the main greenhouse 
gas blamed by scientists for 
global warming. 

"The engines of our great 
global civilization are now 
pouring 70 million tons of 
global warming pollution into 
(the atmosphere) every single 


day. It is having the conse- 
quences long predicted by the 
scientific 
said. 

“It is now abundantly clear 
that we cannot continue this 
process,” Gore said. 

Pachauri,. who was.,seated 
next to Gore at Oslo's Nobel In- 
stitute under ceilings ádorned 
with white peace doves, also 
urged world leaders to consider 
tough steps to tackle global 
warming. 

“If we were to carry out this 
stringent mitigation, one of the 
scenarios that we have assessed. 
clearly shows that we have a 
window of nearly seven years,” 
said Pachauri, an Indian scien- 
tist who heads the UN body con- 
sisting of around 2,500 climate 
scientists from more than 130 
nations. 

"That means by 2015 we will 
have to see that emissions of 
greenhouse gases peak no later 
than that year and start declin- 
ing thereafter,” he added. 

“The time for doubting the 


community,” he 


where.” 


ed guests. 


Gore and Pachauri will arrive 
тас the ceremony directly from 
ап audience at the royal palace 
With Norway's King Harald V 
and Queen Sonja. 

Before the awarding cere- 
mony, Gore said the prize had 
already had an impact on ef- 
forts to draw the world's atten- 
tion to the serious and imme- 


science is over. What we need 
now is action." 


Gala ceremony 

Referring to US civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King, 
who won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1964 and said "injus- 
tic£&nywhere is a threat to jus- 
tice éverywhere," Gore said: 
“In the same way, CO2 increas- 
es anywhere area threat to the 
future of civilization every- 


During Monday's gala cere- 
mony at Oslo's City Hall, Gore 
and Pachauri will accept the 
Nobel Peace Prize before Nor- 
way's royalty, leaders and invit- 


warming. 


reporters. 


Biofuels gain, but food farms, forests lose 


From page Al 


ages and runaway climate change. 

Jatropha, a wild shrub with oily 
seeds, is locally called tuba-tuba. It is 
now cultivated in massive scale for 
biodiesel in several countries, includ- 
ing India, Malawi, Indonesia and 
Swaziland. 

Biodiesel is made from the oil of 
crops, like jatropha, and other plants, 
such as soya, palm oil, rape seed and 
sunflower, mixed with alcohol or used. 
in its pure form. 

“Tam only using two hectares of my 
seven-hectare farm for jatropha,” 
Pagculan says, as an experiment. Не 
says the land is rain-fed and has yield- 
ed poor harvests due to black bugs in 
the past years. 

“We have an irrigation system, but 
our farms are only second priority to 
the banana plantations that grow 
fruitsifor export,” he says. 

Pagculan says he was convinced by 
the technician sent by the biofuel firm, 
D Oné Oil Co., that the switch to jat- 
ropha would pay off in Sepaka, once a 
battleground between the Moro Islam- 
ic Liberation Front and government 
troops. 

He will know in a few months if, as 
the technician says, jatropha will bear 
fruits within half a year. 

If the experimental farm succeeds, 
he will grow jatropha on most of his 
seven-hectare property. 


Women's loss 

For Erlinda Garcia, 49, and several 
other village women, the rush to plant 
oil palm or jatropha means losing the 
patches of cogon grass that they har- 


vest and sell at P17 per sheaf for roof- 
ing and the native freshwater snails 
which abound in ponds now drained 
for palm oil plantations. 

Women used to sell the snails for PS 
aliter. 

Without rice farms, Garcia and the 
other women can't be employed any- 
Tore as seasonal weeders, gleaners or 
harvesters. 

Without these sources of livelihood, 
she has to resort to asking for “rejects” 
at the nearby plant processing banana 
chips. She recently learned about the 
technology called odig, meaning “ог: 
ganic, diversified gardening.” 

“I can plant squash, string beans and 
other vegetables using organic fertiliz- 
ers and pesticides,” she said. 


Biofuels Act 

The Philippine Biofuels Act, imple- 
mented this year, calls for a mandatory 
mixing of one-percent biodiesel in 
petrodiesel and Ёме-регсепг 
bioethanol in gasoline. 

According to “Up in Smoke,” a те- 
port bn climate change in Asia and the 
Pacific, this law has "raised fears 
among some national environmental 
organizations that the destruction of 
the country’s remaining forests could 
be accelerated as farmers rush to meet 
the biofuel demand of one million 
hectares of jatropha plantations.” 

The same law also threatens to in- 
crease poverty as the costs of basic 
commodities are expected to increase 
as food and fuel crops compete for 
land and resources. 

At least one million hectares of land 
have been targeted for jatropha plan- 
tations. 


Kudarat, get almost nothing after rice 
crops suffered from a long dry season 


Jatropha enthusiasts have been saying 
that the crop should only be planted in 
‘unused, less arable and marginal land. 

But in the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao, tracks of arable 
land for food crops, like rice, are slowly 
being used as agro-industrial planta- 
tions for biofuels. 

The plains of Sultan Kudarat, 
Maguindanao, North Cotabato and 
South Cotabato are accessible to the 
P8.5-million pilot processing plant 
that will be built soon in General San- 
tos City by the Philippine Chamber of 
Agriculture and Food, with support 
from the Asian Development Bank. 


GORE: From Oslo to Bali 
diate threat posed by global 


“It is a question of the sur- 
vival of our civilization,” he told 


Governments meeting in Bali 
have started work on а new in- 
ternational treaty to reduce cli- 
mate-damaging carbon dioxide 
emissions. The governments 


hope to have the new pact, 
which succeeds the Kyoto ac- 


cord, in place by 2012. 


Gore, however, said the ur- 
gency of the problem should 
prompt governments to aim for 


an agreement by 2010. 


Pachauri said that new data 
since the last IPCC report had 
led him to fear that "the future 
could very well be far more dire 
than we believe itis today.” 


Other Nobel awards 


‘The Nobel Prizes, first award- 
ed in 1901, are always presented 
on Dec. 10, the anniversary of the 
death of their creator, Swedish 


industrialist Alfred Nobel. 


Each Nobel Prize includes a 
gold medal, a diploma and a 10- 
kronor 
(US$1.6-million) cash award. 
The other Nobel awards—i 
medicine, chemistry, physics, 
literature and economics—will 
be presented at a separate cere- 
mony in Stockholm, Sweden. 
The winners of the Nobels in 
the sciences will receive their 


million Swedish 


The international humanitarian or- 
ganization Oxfam and the environ- 
mental group Greenpeace, which pub- 
lished the climate change report, have 
stressed the need that governments in 
countries, like the Philippines, promot- 
ing the growing of biofuels must have 
legislation banning the planting of bio- 
fuels in lands already used for food 
crops. 

Moratorium 

Moreover, the British environmen- 
tal activist George Monbiot has urged 
“a five-year moratorium on all gov- 
ernment targets and incentives for 
biofuel.” 

He is supported by United Nations’ 
special rapporteur Jean Ziegler, who 
insists that trade should be frozen until 
second-generation fuels, made from 
‘wood or straw or waste, become com- 
mercially available. 

“Otherwise, the superior purchasing 
power of drivers in the rich world 
means that they will snatch food from 
people's mouths,” writes Monbiot. 

“If there is one blindingly obvious 
fact about biofuel, it’s that it is not a 
smallholder crop. It is an internation- 
ally traded commodity that travels 
well and can be stored indefinitely, 
with no premium for local or organic 
produce,” Monbiot said. 

Oil palm grown primarily for its veg- 
etable oil since 1979 in Mindanao is al- 
so considered а biofuel alternative, 
even as the palms, first grown 
Africa, are considered by environmen- 
talists most destructive for causing loss 
of forests in Indonesia and Malaysia. 

In Sepaka, oil palm trees are to be 
planted in about 600 hectares of 

^ 


awards on Monday from Swe- 
den's King Carl XVI Gustaf be- 
fore being treated to a lavish 
white-tie banquet at City Hall. 

The 2007 awards in 
medicine, chemistry and 
physics honored breakthroughs 
іп stem cell research on mice, 
solid-surface chemistry and the 
discovery of a phenomenon that 
lets computers and digital mu- 
sic players store reams of data 
on ever-shrinking hard disks. 

Three US economists shared 
the economics award for their 
work on how people's knowl- 
edge and self-interest affect 
their behavior in the market ог 
in social situations such as vot- 
ing and labor negotiations. 

One of the economies win- 
ners, Leonid Hurwicz, 90, and 
the literature prize winner, 88- 
year-old British writer Doris 
Lessing, could not travel to 
Stockholm. They will receive 
their awards at later cere- 
monies in Minnesota and Lon- 
don, respectively. Reports from 
Reuters and AP 


rented land. 

“It is marshy land and the water is 
often too deep for rice. What they have 
done is to drain the land, provide 
drainage canals, which poor farmers 
cannot afford to make,” says Pagculan. 


palms, too 

The palm oil firm rents the land at 
P3,500 per hectare a year for 25 years, 
with a provision for some share in the 
earnings. 

But even unused land has its pur- 
pose, scientists say. Monbiot cites a pa- 
per published in the Science journal 
that “suggests that protecting unculti- 
vated land saves, over 30 years, be- 
tween two and nine times the carbon 
emissions you might avoid by plowing 
it and planting biofuels.” 

Another research group, Monbiot 
says, has estimated that if the British 
and European target of a 5-percent 
contribution from biofuels were to be 
followed by the rest of the world, the 
global size of cultivated land would ex- 
pand by 15 percent. That means the 
end of most tropical forests. It might 
also cause runaway climate change. 

What will the farmers like Pagculan, 
switching from rice to jatropha, eat in 
between while waiting for the jatropha 
shrubs to bear fruit? 

“Thave the mechanical plow and the 
thresher which the rest of the commu- 
nity can rent. I will accept payment in 
kind, like rice,” he said. 

„But if his fellow rice farmers will fol- 
low their leaders example, Pagculan 
might find himself renting his plow and 
rice thresher to no one in his own vi 
lage. Moreover, hunger might be stalk- 
ing the jatropha and palm oil farms, 
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Indecent junket 


AST WEEK THREE OPPOSITION REPRESENTATIVES 
L called for an inquiry into what they called “an extrava- 
gant junket” undertaken by more than 30 of their col- 
leagues. The big group joined President Macapagal-Arroyo 
on her trip to France, Spain and the United Kingdom. Party- 
list Reps. Teodoro Casiño, Crispin Beltran and Liza Masa 
said, "The unusual size of the House contingent, their ques- 
А tionable role in the trip and the unex- 
EDITORIAL plained expenses are too glaring to ig- 
nore.” 

{тег us hope that in the rush to adjournment for the 
Christmas holidays, the resolution calling for an inquiry 
will not be shelved and forgotten. The people have a right 
10 know what their representatives are doing and how 
they are spending taxpayers’ money. 

bUnless it can be proven by evidence that the representa- 
tives spent their own money, the suspicion remains that 
government funds were used for their European junket. 
Representatives are not particularly known to be eager to 
spend their personal funds. And the distribution of mil- 
lions of pesos in paper bags to Ms Arroyo's House allies 
right in Malacafiang is too recent to be forgotten. Is ће 
expensive junket not part of the continuing dispensation 
of largesse to ensure that they will side with her in all her 
battles to survive and stay in power? 

the, size of the presidential entourage is indecently 
big—about 200. An official group on a state or working 
visit should be as lean as possible—probably a maximum 
of 25 people. But 200? A group that big cannot but over- 
whelm even their gracious hosts. No wonder, only the 
President and her husband were allowed to meet with the 
Queen of England and the rest were left to cool their heels 
ojitside the palace. 

„The departure of a big group of congressmen at a time 
when important measures are being discussed in the 
House is untimely, to say the least. The congressmen are 
like truant schoolboys who have a lot of schoolwork to do 
but are playing hooky. Speaker Jose de Venecia has said 
that he never gave them permission to go abroad while 
the House is in the midst of debating important measures. 
The House often encounters a problem mustering a quo- 
rum when vital measures are to be discussed, but it seems 
that ithas no problem forming a group when it comes to a 
foreign junket. 

‘some representatives have said that they are spending 
their personal funds in their trip to Europe. That is not the 
point. The point is that their presence in the three Euro- 
pean countries is not absolutely essential. There are exec- 
utive officials whom they could have delegated to look af- 
tér their interests in the talks and discussions. There are 
Housé committee chairs whom they could have asked to 
follow up matters that concern their constituents. Dele- 
gation of duties to committee chairpersons executive offi- 
clals would have saved the country millions of dollars in 
precious foreign exchange. ' 

‘The European junket group is one of the year's largest 
presidential delegations to book a chartered flight. The 
PAL flight had 192 passengers on board, according to the 
flight manifest obtained by the INQUIRER. It is a record 
even for the “frequent traveler” President, who, it seems, 
is in a hurry to amass a lot of travel perks and bonus 
points before she bows out of office in 2010. 

_Areport posted on gmanews.tv by GMA research shows 
tliat about 20 percent of the Office of the President's ex- 
penditures in 2006 were “traveling expenses” totaling al- 
most half a billion pesos—to be exact, P482 million. It 
was more than double the P210 million spent for travel in 
2005. Here we have a President spending tens of millions 
not only on her own travel but also on travel as a form of 
political patronage while millions of her countrymen wal- 
low in poverty and want. 

jWe agree that travel is broadening, but our representa- 
tives should not go gallivanting abroad while there is im- 
portant work to do, and not at the expense of the taxpay- 
ers. And let us not overwhelm our gracious hosts with the 
size обош visiting delegations. When Prime Minister Lee 
Kivan Yew of Singapore visited the Philippines in 1992, 
he carhe only with his wife, some cabinet members and a 
few aides and traveled on a commercial flight. No fuss, no 
frills, no furbelows. That should be the way to go. 
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А nation of highwaymen’ 


"WE CANNOT AFFORD A GOVERNMENT OF 
thieves unless we can tolerate a nation of high- 
waymen.” The late publisher Joaquin Roces is- 
sued that caution, after receiving the Legion of 
Honor from President Corazon Aquino. 

Tes been 19 years now since "Chino" spoke as 
“the Dreamer of Edsa.” But the themes he 
stressed remain relevant. They reverberate in 
corruption surveys as well as in everyday e-mail. 

"We were the victors in the 1986 drama of 
good versus evil,” Roces said. “[But] our peo- 
ple will never forgive us if, in the act of recon- 
ciliation, we fail to exact justice...and prove 
that crime pays.” 

Today crime pays—handsomely The 
P3,233,104,173 stashed in Jose Velarde's ac- 
count dwindled to only P2,770.69. In reaction, 
L. Gonzales of San Francisco, CA e-mailed: 

“Pardon ... was granted before government 
seized the money Estrada stole and for which 
he was found guilty.... Now the money is gone. 
Estrada's minions must have laughed all the 
way to the bank. What makes this worse is, 
there's probably no way to trace where that 
money went. What now, Madame President? 

“Prosecutors believe this pardon was not un- 
conditional, they should have the power to 
put Estrada again in jail where he belonged to 
begin with, Estrada had to fulfill (conditions) 
for that pardon... Having stolen one more 
time, the money he stole before, he is, in effect, 
in violation of the pardon granted. 

“Tve heard of strange things happening back 
home. But nothing beats this for its strange 
twists. Estrada fooled President Arroyo with 
her eyes wide open. She looks like a nincom- 
poop to be swindled so easily” 

"The thirst for justice was, and remains, the 
utmost desire of our people,” Roces stressed in 
his 1988 response. “And the most understand- 
able concept of the delivery of justice, in the 
perception of the Filipino, is one that clearly 
implements a system of reward and censure.” 

But in this country “the big thieves hang the 
little ones,” as the Czech proverb says. Thus, 


I WASN'T ALTOGETHER SURPRISED THAT 
Rene Villanueva's last entry in his blog was а 
condemnation of Antonio Trillanes mutiny at 
the Pen. Villanueva was always a staunch be- 
liever in democracy and an even stauncher dis- 
believer in military rule. Iwish however he had 
lived longer, not just for the obvious reason 
that he could have regaled this country with 
more brilliant creations, but so that he could 
have engaged friends in a spirited discussion of 
this point. 

Td have done so with him. ГА like to thinkhe 
considered me friend enough to include 
among those he might have agreed to disagree 
with 

Аз our story last Saturday indicated, though 
quite literally gasping his last, Rene roused 
himself from bed to write a scathing denuncia- 
tion of what Trillanes had done. He said: “Al- 
though I'm ill, 've forced myself to get up and 
blog on Senator Trillanes’ selfish attempt to 
grab power. The poster boy of the opposition 
has done this before at Oakwood. Why does he 
like luxury hotels? Of course, he has been 
charged by government." 

He added a piece of advice for those who 
would follow in Trillanes’ footsteps: "We all 
‘want the same thing. To my knowledge. its 
democracy. How do we attain this? Through 
the rule of law. We must respect the law at all 
times. We should not be impatient or be an- 
noyed because the process is slow" 

1 agree with the general principles, but 1 
would insist that their specific application in 
this case is a lot more problematic. Гуе just 
come from the United Kingdom (my columns 
last week were written there, including the 
ones on Trillanes), and I've heard those senti- 
ments echoed by Filipinos, many of them 
friends. It was raised by several people (a mix- 
ture of Filipinos and non-Filipinos) in one fo- 
rum I spoke in. They didn't particularly like 
СМА, they said, but surely better to have ch 
ian rule than a military one? 

My answer then, as now, is that I'm not so 
sure that GMA naturally represents civilian 
rule and the restive sectors of the AFP the mili- 


EN 


Imee and Ferdinand Marcos Jt. scramble to fer- 
ret out the dictator's loot secreted by a clutch 
of highwaymen (a.k.a. cronies), I noted in the 
column “Dumping tin halos” last Nov. 15. 
“They've jettisoned their halos.” 

To steal from a thief is not a crime? Some 
cronies apparently think so. Former PCCG 
Commissioner Ruben Carranza believes that 
he who holds the ladder is as bad as the thief. 
From New York City, he commented: 

“The Marcoses won't settle for ill-gotten 
wealth they've managed to keep. They now 
want to get back ill-gotten wealth, taken away 
from them that has, since then, become some- 
one else's ill-gotten wealth." 

They? reclaílning choice real estate, previ- 
ously surrendered by self-confessed crony J.Y. 
Campos. They've lodged a claim with the 
Sandiganbayan for the P1.8-billion Payanig sa 
Pasig property. 

Claimants 1081 groups Marcos victims. It 
too staked a claim to Payanig. "This is logical. 
The Marcoses owe the vietims $2 billion in 
damages for the killing, torture, disappear- 
ances and abuses inflicted on at least 10,000 
Filipinos.” 

Here, a thief passes for a gentleman once 
stealing is completed. Shouldn't the Anti-Mon- 
ey Laundering Council (AMLC) check the “usu- 
al suspect-banks to check as to how the Mar- 
coses finance their own ill-gotren-wealth re- 
covery efforts?" Carranza asks. 

"We must place a premium on selflessness 
versus service to vested interests," Roces said. 
So, how come the President inaugurated in 
mid-October the country's “most expensive ir- 
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tary one. At the very least, my impression is 
that there has been а sea change in the think- 
ing of rebellious military groups since 1986. I 
have no doubt that had RAM won in the latter 
half of the 1980s, Gregorio Honasan and com- 
pany would have held the reins of power. I am 
not so sure Trillanes and/or Lim would have 
done the same thing. RAM labored from a 
praetorian mentality—one that said the mili 
tary should take over to end corrupt 
rule—while the “Magdalo” (a loose term for a 
loose association) labors only from the belief 
they can midwife a civilian regime that would 
end corruptrule. Atleast, their articulated sen- 
timents proclaim so; whether you believe them 
ornotis another matter entirely. 

More importantly, while that may be debat- 
able, another point is far less so. That is the 
question of whether the GMA government rep- 
resents civilian rule or not. My contention has 
always been that it does not, and the real dan- 
ger is to imagine it does. No wolf has more suc- 
cessfully worn sheep's clothing. That regime is 
the product of a seizure of power, defended by 
the military top brass against those sectors 
within the AFP that have tried to protest it. Lest 
we forget, all the military officers implicated in 
the “Hello, Garci" tape ended up controlling 
the AFP and the PNP Lest we forget, Brig. Gen. 
Francisco Gudani and Col. Alexander Balutan 
wanted to testify in the Senate about poll fraud 
but were stopped from doing so by the most 
undemocratic and fascistic means, namely a 
law that said no public official might speak out 
against their commander in chief, real or imag- 
ined. And lest we forget, under Norberto Gon- 
zales and Hermogenes Esperon, death squads 
have been free to murder political activists 


rigation project"—the P3.2 billion Bayongan 
Dam—but by December, the government 
needed $1-million for “design studies” to im- 
prove it? 

The dam “would make Bohol one of the top 
producers of rice in Central Visayas,” the Presi- 
dent predicted. The Bohol Chronicle earlier 
documented a 52-percent cost over-run. Fil 
pino and Australian scientists warned of de- 
sign flaws. As Viewpoint noted earlier, “The 
dam has been compromised even before the 
first drop of water sloshed through.” 

Water has not filled the dam today. But Ko- 
reas International Cooperation Agency 
agreed, with the provincial government and 
National Irrigation Administration, to provide. 
$1 million to review the brand-new weir. Onli 
in da Pilipins? 

Remember 24-year-old Ens. Phillip Andrew 
A. Pestafio (Ateneo 89 and PMA 93)? In 1995, 
he was gunned down aboard RPS Bacolod. 
Within 24 hours, the Navy ruled it a suicide. 
But a Senate probe, led by the late former 
Chief Justice Marcelo Fernan, found Pestafio 
was murdered. The ensign refused to permit il- 
legal logs and 50 sacks of shabu packed in flour 
bags to be loaded. "Kawawa ang bayan" was 
his response to pleas by his parents to heed 
threats to his life. 

If graft takes root in the heart of our Armed 
Forces, our existence as a nation is threatened, 
‘wrote Fr. James Reuter, SJ who tracked the 
Pestafio case. Badgered by Pestafio's class- 
mates, Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim and Filipinos 
abroad, the Military Ombudsman and Navy fi- 
nally moved—after 12 years of paralysis. Its 
lawyers will defend, not Pestafio, but Lt. Joseli- 
to Сойсо, the officer who admitted to unload- 
ing the murder weapon and wiping it. 

As Chino Roces put it so well: “If we adopt 
one standard for the wrongdoer who is poor 
and without connections, and another for the 
criminal who is rich and well-connected, then 
we would be proven liars.” 

(E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com) 


None of this is to speak of the very real 
prospect of GMA doing a Musharraf, or indeed 
a Marcos, which would finally bring the wolf to 
shed off its sheep's clothing. 1 too, like Rene 
Villanueva, am deathly scared of military rule. 
That is why Im more scared of this particular 
regime than anything else. 

Аз to the rule of law, I'm all for it as well. 
Whether Trillanes betrayed that or not when he 
mounted his mutiny at the Pen—indeed 
whether or not his motives were selfish—Tll set 
aside for the moment, and leave others to judge. 
But I do think there is something deeply wrong 
їп loudly condemning Trillanes’ apparent flout- 
ing of itand СМА patent violation of it. 

"The original, and monumental, trashing of 
the law took place in May 2004 when GMA 
"helloed" Garci. And I find it the cruelest joke 
of all that Ronaldo Puno and the two Gonza- 
lezes should now insist that ABS-CBN disclose 
their tapes, which grossly violates press free- 
dom, while insisting then that the "Hello, Gar- 
ci” tape be kept under lock and key (after Igna- 
cio Bunye had divulged it), which grossly vio- 
lated common sense. 1 find it the cruelest joke 
of all that the PNP should be free to summon 
journalists to appear before it to shed light on a 
presumed coup when the Senate could not be 
allowed to summon public officials to shed 
light on an actual one. 

You see a country like Britain whose prime 
minister is fighting for his life because of illegal 
contributions to his campaign, you know Law 
rules, the Law that has to do with Justice. In- 
deed, never mind that law that’s written in the 
statute books, mind only the law thats written 
in the heart. You see a country like Japan whose 
officials resign outright because the slightest 
scandal attaches to their persons, you know 
Law reigns, the Law that has to do with Honor. 

Ies all very well not to be impatient because 
the process is slow. But what if the process is 
completely blocked? What if patience becomes 
indistinguishable from inaction and becomes 
the very ground upon which injustice thrives? 

What if the Rule of Law is the Rule of the 
Few? 
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A SIGNIFICANT, IF STARTLING, OFFSHOOT OF 
the Trillanes caper is that the media now find 
themselves in the midst of a healthy debate about 
press freedom, its scope and limitations or lack of 
them. Its interesting that perhaps for the first 
time, media practitioners are openly debating 
these points among themselves. Some have criti- 
cized some media moguls’ handling of the Penin- 
sula Manila coverage, even as the latter fiercely 
defended their right to determine their own con- 
duct in a crisis, At the very least, the debate is 
raising the need for a return to sanity and a fer- 
vent self-examination of medias motives and 
avowals regarding press freedom, 


‘Some media moguls have justified their deci- 
sion to stay in the midst of the crisis by saying 
“the public has a right to know. We calculated 
the risks, took precautions for our team and 
made the choice (to stay).” Sen. Joker Arroyo, 
however, put it for many citizens when he said 
that “media clearly erred" in that decision. Ar- 
royo, who made it his business to defend media 
in the martial law days, said one thing is clear 
in a crisis situation: "Once the order is given 
that the police or military can move, only the 
ground commander will make the decisions 
and nobody interferes with that.” To which 
some media countered that this would curtail 
freedom of expression and constitutes prior re- 
straint, In the aftermath of the Pen caper, some 
media questioned whether their colleagues de- 
cision to stay arose from a zeal to inform, or 
whether it was only to protect rebel personali- 
ties they were “enamored with” or to protect 
media's awesome power, which makes politi- 
cians quake in their boots. 

Standard columnist Bong Austero quotes a 
foreigner friend as opining, “Affairs in (the 
Philippines) are really controlled and directed 
by media, Many media people act like celebri- 
ties and get confused on the reasons behind 
their popularity, and grossly ignorant about 
their responsibilities.” Austero said that after 
the Pen episode, he tends to agree. I don't just 
agree, L am saddened at the arrogance of some 
of our media colleagues, and fear that hubris is 


WITH THE ARROYO ADMINISTRATION'S FOR- 
ay into a regime of curfews, the Philippines back- 
tracks—yet again—from constitutionalism and 
moves even closer to de facto authoritarianism. 
Whereas the Presidents previous proclamations 
ofa state of emergency at least relied on the su- 
perficial justification that they were simply “dec- 
arations" of the state of events (even if, in fact, 
people were arrested, media outfits were threat- 
ened, and one newspaper was actually raided), 
her imposition of a region-wide curfew is per se a 
violation of the Constitution. 

‘Art Ш, Sec. 6 of the Constitution provides that 
“the right to travel [shall not] be impaired except 
in the interest of national security public safety, or 
public health, as may be provided by law” The 
Constitution has clearly allocated to Congress the 
power to restrain the liberty of movement. In go- 
ing solo, the President bypassed a coordinate de- 
partment which, under our constitutional order, 
has authority to ascertain when, where, how and 
why limitations may be placed on the right of citi- 
zens to travel. 

Beyond the lack of authority, the imposition of 
curfew inflicts tremendous damage on fundamen- 
tal mechanisms essential to constitutional gover- 
nance: 

First, curfews effectively detain citizens under 
house arrest. In the name of what National Security 
Adviser Norberto Gonzales refers to as “police pow- 
er” (which by the way is legislative in character), we 
are herded by fiat into our homes under penalty of 
detention. Ultimately, curfews are a system where 
citizens are reduced to choosing which cell they 
want during the period of restraint—theirs or the 
governments. From midnight to daybreak, public 
streets are the restricted province of law enforcers 
checking for telltale signs of whatever they want to 
find, armed with license to search and seize anyone. 
Welcome tothe police state. 

‘Second, this form of embargo violates the due 
process rights of citizens. If the right to travel 


I TOOK PART IN THE 1st BUSINESS EDUCATION 
-Industry Summit last week, a dialogue hosted Бу 
the Philippine Council of Deans and Educators in 
Business, PCDEB is an extraordinarily active con- 
sortium, achieving in six years (three awards 
‘competitions, a complete accreditation process, 
regular study tours, and so on) what other profes- 
sional associations take decades to do. My role 
‘was simple enough: to give a journalists perspec- 
tive on business education, which is currently in 
the throes of modernization. 

Randy David has written often on whathe has 
called “the sources of the modern impulse.” His 
column the other day was an elegant medi- 
tation— indeed, more variation than precis—on 
the substantive speech he read at the third 
Inquirer Briefing the other week. In that forum, 
which I had the privilege of moderating, Randy 
spoke hopefully of a Philippines in transition, 

“OFWs, mails and cell phones—they repre- 
sent the faces of our modern economic condi- 
tion, a snapshot of where we are today as an 
economy. Together with the mass media, they 
constitute the most powerful driving forces of 
the Filipino transition to modernity.” 

At the education summit, held at the Asian Insti- 
tute of Management, 1 acknowledged the break- 
through importance of the Commission on Higher 
Education's Memo Order No. 39, which standard- 
izes the BS in Business Administration program 
nationwide. But 1 suggested that the world it 
assumed was skewed. Excerpts: 

“The late Roger Silverstone, the pioneering 
media theorist, once described media as ‘the texture 
of our experience’ Indeed, in all but the remotest 
locations, we can almost say that human existence 
seems to be predicated on access to media: think of 
the ubiquitous cell phone, or the universal televi- 
sion set, or the various forms in which music makes 
its omnipresence felt, 

"But even these—ellphone, TV radio or 
‘MP3—can be said to be old media. 

"The World Wide Web dazzles us with possibility 
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‘what would discredit the Fourth Estate. 


‘Another recent welcome news was that the Al- 
pha Phi Omega (APO) fraternity is converting 
dreaded initiation rites into tools of nation-build- 
ing and development, For decades, many fraterni- 
ty rituals smacked of sadism and violence, which 
Jed to grave physical harm to neophytes and even 
deaths. In fact, there's suspicion that many more 
episodes of violence in campuses are never report- 
ed. The APO now makes its neophytes build hous- 
es in а Gawad Kalinga village in a remote province 
as part of 40 hours of community work. „ 

"№ to Hazing” has also led former Зей. Joey 
Lina, author of the Anti-Hazing Law in Congress, 
to convene, atthe suggestion of Cecile Alvarez and 
myself when he appeared on our dzRH program, 
the National Congress to Stop Hazing today from 
Вал, to 5 p.m. at the UP National College of Pub- 
lic Administration and Governance in Diliman, 
Quezon City. It is a project of a newly organized 
NGO called Solidarity for Anti-Hazing via Educa- 
tion (SAVE), led by Lina, in cooperation with the 
NCPAG Alumni Association led by Quezon City 
Vice Mayor Herbert Bautista. The congress is 
timed with the observance of Araw ng Kabataan, 
since hazing has victimized the country's youth. 


Participating in the congress will be 
school administrators from institutions that 
have seen a lot of hazing, leaders of youth or- 
ganizations that have pledged to reject vio 
lence on campus, educators, psychologists 
and sociologists who will analyze the hazing 
psyche, police/military representatives and 
law enforcers, and other stakeholders. With 
the death this year of NCPAG student Chris 
Mendez and the appalling lack of progress in 
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‘means anything, itis that the governments barred 
from picking and choosing who may roam the 
streets. Along with checkpoints, curfews flip the 
presumption of innocence by making those not on 
the list of exceptions immediately subject to arrest. 
According to the guidelines, "the conduct of 
searches, seizures, and arrests in checkpoints shall 
be done with civility and courtesy with due respect 
to innocent passersby, commuters, or bystanders.” 
‘The operative term here is irinocent, for the guilty 
is not someone who has committed any crime un- 
der the law but anyone who doesn't have a legiti- 
mate excuse—as defined by the government—to 
be on the streets. Ordinarily, checkpoints along 
designated public roads are set up to catch known 
fugitives from justice. In such instances, law en- 
forcement officers are guided by clear objectives 
that have minimal impact on the traveling public. 
But region-wide curfews and checkpoints are en- 
tirely différent because the harm to liberty is both 
broad and deep, and the aim of maintaining "or- 
der" so vague as to give the police dangerously 
wide discretion to harass the public. 

From a default rule where it is the government 
that has to justify any interference with liberty, we. 
have moved to one where we are made to justify 
the exercise of our rights. This altered constitu- 
tional existence is several steps backwards from 
what we can demand by right: that the police over- 
come the burden of explaining why any particular 
restraint needs to be employed in the first place, 
that is, that the law enforcers have “probable 
cause" to restrain and detain. Today, the citizen's 
failure to explain her use of the streets results in 
immediate incarceration. 
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with its social networks and virtual worlds, its mil- 
lion books and unexpected discoveries. Any parent. 
"who has ever spent time in the Neopets universe or 
seen a teenager absorbed in Facebook knows what 1 
mean. 

“But even the Web fails to catch, with its gos- 
samer net, the true meaning of media as texture. 

"Once, in Bangkok, at a meeting of the World 
‘Association of Newspapers, I heard a presenter say 
the most extraordinary thing: Supermarkets, he 
said, are the new media. That would make Wal- 
Mart the world’s biggest media company—and 
bring us closer to Silverstone central insight. 

“Of course, the presenter was straining at hyper- 
bole to make a point, But he was also being quite lit- 
eral. Enter a good-sized supermarket now, in any of 
the country’s bigger cities, and you find yourself in 
an immediate, even tactile, media environment. 
Brand names are talking to you; interactive adver- 
tising-on-arvendless-loop is waiting for you in the 
next aisle; moving displays startle you. It isn't the 
futuristic world of Steven Spielberg's ‘Minority Re- 
port yet, but does anyone doubt that, for the great 
majority, this is indeed the shape the future wil 
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“Perhaps, if that presenter in Bangkok had spent 
any time in the Philippines, he would have said: 
Malls are the new media. Indeed, in the Philippines, 
we can almost say that the country's malls form a 
parallel republic, We shouldn't underestimate the 
Possibilities that arise when a poor boy from Lubao, 
Pampanga, (and I mean a real poor boy, not the 
Presidents late father) enters SM San Fernando and 
finds the exact same environment as would a 
yuppie shopping in SM Makati. In other words, 
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prosecuting the case owing to very influen- 
tial lawyers for the Sigma Rho defendants, 
SAVE hopes to come up with creative sugges- 
tions on how initiations can be turned into 
tools for meaningful national development, 
instead of abusing, maiming or killing the 
youth. One of the goals of the convenors is to 
appeal to President Macapagal-Arroyo to de- 
clare June as Anti-Hazing Month as a timely 
reminder for thousands of youths going to 
school. Another is to seek amendments to 
the Anti-Hazing Law (which Lina says was 
significantly watered down in the confer- 
ence committee), so that fraternity elders 
are held directly responsible for the conduct. 
of initiations. 

Last Dec. 4, hundreds who packed the PICC 
Plenary Hall surrendered to the incredible mag- 
ic of “Adeste Fideles 2007.” The Christmas con- 
cert featured best-loved Christmas carols sung 
by leading tenors and sopranos and proved to 
be a welcome balm for the soul, after the ten- 
sions of the Pen takeover and earlier fears of a 
supertyphoon. Eddie Yap, who painstakingly 
organized Adeste 2006 and 2007 under the 
sponsorship of Credit Suisse, was especially 
happy over the show's “ecumenism.” For in- 
stance, he noted that the Vienna-based Muslim 
tenor Abdul Gandao, who was flown here for 
the occasion, sang “Panis Angelicus,” which 
glorifies the transformation of simple wheat in- 
to the "bread of angels" during the most solemn 
part of the Catholic Mass, while Buddhist-ori- 
ented singer Elaine Lee sang ‘Ave Maria” to the 
Virgin and Jenifer Uy and the Chiang Kal Shek 
College Youth Choir reveled in Christian Christ- 
mas traditions. I loved soprano Rachelle Gero- 
dias’ rendition of “Light of a Million Mornings” 
and the duet of soprano Karla Gutierrez, presi- 
dent of the Philippine Opera Company, and pop 
singer Vina Morales in “Payapang Daigdig” by 
Felipe de Leon. Orchids, too, to set designer 
‘Agnes Suarez and lighting designer Butch Cruz, 
for the beautiful stage that recreated a cathe- 
dral-like ambiance. We eagerly look forward to 
Adeste 2008. 


‘Thirdly, excepting only “legitimate media peo- 
ple" from curfews violates the freedom of the 
press. Give the government the right to choose 
‘who among the media are legitimate and the only 
media you will get will be the mouthpieces of the 
government. The arrests of journalists covering 
the takeover of the Manila Pen are a glaring attes- 
tation, Restraints upon the press are particularly 
constitutionally noxious precisely because those in 
power suffer from a conflict of interest: the cen- 
sors desire to avoid criticism by those being cen- 
sored. The hallmark of a repressive government is 
its remarkable ability to control the pipelines of in- 
formation, and the right to classify journalists and 
direct their movements are classic examples of pri- 
or restraint, 

Some might dismiss this one-time curfew as 
pardonable overkill undeserving of worry. But 
then again, this is exactly the problem with 
those governmental actions that are “capable of 
repetition, yet evading review.” By now we 
should realize that the line separating what we 
can and cannot do are consistently being re- 
drawn against our will and favor. To let the Pres- 
ident conscript public space today is to allow her 
to expand her prerogatives tomorrow. Who 
knows what dangers might be imagined by an 
administration surviving on a daily basis while it 
rides high on the rhetoric of a strong republic? 

‘That the President has the authority to arrest a 
‘band of fugitives who have a penchant for hotel 
comforts is a given, but her authority to arrest 
those who escape detention or inflict damage to 
private property should not be confused with her 
minions desire to inflict "peace and safety” on the 
citizenry by unconstitutional means. We should 
not lether wage a battle for political survival atthe 
expense of our constitutional rights. 


Florin T. Hilbay is vice chair of Bantay Katarungan 
‘and an assistant professor at the University of the 
Philippines College of Law. 


teenagers in.any of the areas with an SM mall can 
say, ‘Let’s watch а movie in SM,’ and, even though 
they are hundreds of kilometers apart, visualize the 
exact same cinema: the same stars on the ceiling, 
the same popcorn stand, the same seating 
Welcome to SM Nation. 

“Because ‘media is texture; what prevents the 
‘SM Group from venturing into news media, too? 
‘What prevents PLDT, with its MyTV breakthrough, 
from assuming the functions of a news network? 
What prevents San Miguel from producing the 
news, not merely subsidizing it? 

"Too many questions; not enough answers, at 
least not yet. But this is the world we live in; this is 
what the world is coming to. As broadly defined, 
media has become more and more the texture, even 
the very condition, of our experience. Does the new 
BSBA program prepare its students for this reali- 
E 


Having spent the last several months re-read- 
ing Rizal, I thought it a good idea to end my re- 
marks, at a forum dedicated to "Developing the 
Global Filipino,” with a word about the country's 
most famous globetrotter, I offered three quick 
notes from Rizal's own experience, including 
this riff on his avid use of all available media: 

“The Global Filipino needs to develop a sense 
of practical commitment. This sense is obvious 
in those scolding letters Rizal wrote, when he 
complained about his fellow Filipinos wasting 
their time on gambling and women (and not 
necessarily in that order). But it is also there in 
his intuitive grasp of the different opportunities 
of 19th century media: in his readiness to write 
for a newspaper, but also in his decision to com- 
pose the ‘Noli’ in Spanish, not French; his appro- 
priation of a 250-year-old history book as a 
teaching moment; his realization, after watch- 
ing American Indians from the Wild, Wild West. 
perform thrilling acts during the Paris Exposi- 
tion of 1889, that a similar group he would call 
Los Indios Bravos could also be potent propa- 

а.” 
Email: jnery@inquirercom.ph 


Love and law 


"LAM GOING TO BE A LAWYER, AND I WON'T LET ANY- 


thing get in my way.” 


Those were my words when I was about to enter law 
school. I was so determined to succeed in my law studies. In 
fact, law school, codal provisions, cases, recitations, and ex- 
ams were the only things that I thought about during my first 


‘two months in class, 
Many of my block 


“mates who entered 


law school with a 
boyfriend or girl- 
friend ended ир 
splitting with their 
special someone af- 
ter two or three 
months. This made 
me realize more that 
love and law school 
really do not mix, I 
had no problem with 


Younc BLoop 


Pennylane 
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are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
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that. I was not looking for a boyfriend, and I definitely was 
not looking for love in law school. Love and boys were not 
even on my list of priorities. 

‘Then something happened. I don't know how, but it hap- 
pened. Some time in August I realized that I had become hu- 


man again. 


We were seat mates, We used to eat lunch together. We 
joked around when we were not busy with school work. And 
he would often drop me off at my apartment on his way 


home. 


We were friends, purely friends. He was just like any other 
guy friend I had. The only difference was that, we saw each 
other every day because we belonged to the same block in 


school. 


One day, I dreamed of him. Maybe that was because we 
were always together. 1 told him about it in a text message. 
We started to “flirt” with each other—in jest. Then one thing 
led to another. We were happy (or was | the only one feeling 


this?). 


But there was one problem. He had a girlfriend, a girl- 
friend whom he truly and dearly loved. Believe it or not, he 
loved her. I could feel it. 

Fact No. 1: She was his priority, Fact No. 2: I loved him. So, 
1 accepted Fact No. 1 because of Fact No. 2. I was sharing 


time with his girl. Of course, I had his "le 


-over time,” those 


times when he was not needed by his girl. But I did not want 
to think of myself as just an option for him. I wanted to be- 
lieve that he cared or maybe even loved me. 

Months passed, and problems started to arise, There were 
lots of school work to do. We had to study for the exams, and 
had to do so many case digests. He thought I was becoming 


demanding. 


Tknew from the start that I had no “right” over him since 1 
was not his girlfriend. But because of this same fact, 1 felt in- 
secure. So I asserted my non-existent rights. I became clingy, 
demanding and possessive. 

1 got into his nerves. He told me we ought to know where 
we stood in relation to other people. And he reminded me 
thatl knew from the start that he was committed. 

We had our bad times, but still continued with whatever it 
was that we had. Then he told me the news that they had 
broken up. He was devastated, but he told me that he want- 
ed us to still be okay with each other. 

But after saying that, he started to ignore me. Neither 
would he answer my calls nor reply to my text messages. It 
was as if I was suddenly non-existent to him. 

Icame back to my senses. And the truth hit me badly. How 
blind and stupid can a law student get? How could I not have 
realized from the beginning that he really did not care that 
much for me (that is, if he ever cared at all)? Memories of us 
together, both good and bad, came back to me. I should have 
known where I stood when one time he suddenly left me af- 
ter his girlfriend called. He left without even telling me that 
he was leaving. I went to the parking lot, and his car was 
gone. He brought with him all my things, without worrying 
how'd get home. So much for caring. 

It is a cliché, but truth really hurts. It hurts to know that 
the person whom you truly love and care for did not, cannot 
and will not even care for you. I am still hurting. And Ido not 
know if this hurtis going to leave me at all 

In law, when a person suffers an injury, he or she is entitled 
to relief by filing a case for damages. If denied by a lower 
court, he or she can file a motion for reconsideration, appeal 
to the appellate court, or even elevate the case to the 


Supreme Court. 


But in my case, 1 ат not entitled to any relief, Why? Rea- 
son No, 1: Law is different from love. Law and love are gov- 
emed by different rules. But assuming that the rules applied 
to law is applicable to love, I am still not entitled to relief be- 
cause of Reason No. 2: Ihave unclean bands. There is a rule 
in law thatno relief or remedy is available from the courts for 
а person with unclean hands (except in exceptional-cases, 
which I am certain does not include love). I knew from the 
start that he had a girlfriend, I was in conspiracy with him 
when he cheated on his girl, or at the very least I was an ac- 
complice to the crime (cheating). Because of this, I am now 
left with no relief for my injured heart. 

1 cannot appeal to him and beg him to love me. My only 
hope lies in making an appeal to heaven. Ihave already filed 
опе, but my appeal is still pending. With my patron saint, St. 
Jude (the saint for hopeless cases), hopefully as my counsel, 
Thope and pray that the Supreme Judge will grantit. 

But right now, I've got to get myself together and prepare 
for the lessons ahead. I'l just have to wait for the decision on 
my case, Ilove him so. 1 pray that the decision favors me. 


Pennylane, 23, is a student in a prestigious law school in 


‘Metro Manila. 


published. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 

Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
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tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
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Farmers are right 
“In all the [land reform] cases that I have read, this is 
the only case where I am certain that the farmers are 


— Former Agrarian Reform Secretary Florencio Abad on the Sumi- 
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Bishops misjudge us 


“WHILE THE CALL IS GOSPEL- 
inspired, it is not morally wise; it 
sounds like a sly condonation of 
„plunder. It seems to tell plunder- 
ers that it's all right to steal from 
» the public coffers and amass ill- 
$” gotten wealth so long as they give 
"part of it later to the poor. Any 
rogue or thief might romanticize 
his plunder by doing a Robin 
Hood—or a Zacchaeus." This is an 
excerpt from the Inquirer's Nov. 
27 editorial titled “Stasis.” 

I believe that the INQUIRER has 
done this country a great service 
in its criticism of the Church. I can 
feel the pain in the editorial writ 
er’s choice of words, and I detect 
an undercurrent of resentment to- 
ward the Catholic leaders. Yes, 
their conservatism in the face of 
‘obvious criminality from our lead- 
ership is shocking to me as a 


Catholic. Of course, I have read 
about Church hypocrisies from 
European and South American 
writers. I am also well aware of 
stories of other Church corruption. 
that I need not specify right now. 

What amazes me, however 
about the Church's attitude to- 
ward the current regime is how in- 
defensible it is. Its tolerance con- 
founds me. Do they wish God gave 
them another dead Ninoy 
Aquino? If they are praying for 
this sort of clarity, someone should 
tell them that this regime has giv- 
enus enough Ninoys. They are not 
rich or famous Ninoys, but they 
are in God's eyes of equal signifi- 
cance. 

Something is clouding the judg- 
ment of the bishops. They may 
have faith in God and they may 
love God, but they are forgetting 


A new model for business people 


T FOUND THE STORY "SALAY PA- 
per founder works hard to push 
for fair trade" (Inguimer, 11/25/ 
07) very refreshing and inspiring. 

Businesswoman Loreta Rafisura 
and her family personify the true 
model forall present and would-be 
businessmen (or women) in our 
country, She really has lived up to 
her patriotism, concern for the en- 
vironment and Christian upbring- 
ing, “exemplifying that Filipino 
concept of bayanihan" by helping 
her poor constituents in Salay, Mis- 
amis Oriental, taking care of the 
environment (recycling of paper), 
and practicing and nurturing the 
values of fair trade in the many 
years she has been in business. 

I hope many people, especially 
our top government officials, read 
her story especially about how she 
managed to persevere and succeed 
in her endeavor. While she was 
slowly becoming a success in the 
paper industry, she also helped her 
people in Salay by providing jobs 


and livelihood for their families. (A 
stark contrast to most of our famous 
and wealthy businessmen who 
‘managed to get to the top by step- 
ping on other people's toes.) 

Our growth as a nation can start 
with people like the Rafisura fami- 
ly If our government will sincerely 
help and support them, slowly but 
surely our local industries will de- 
velop, inspiring most of our coun- 
утеп to help in rebuilding our 
country and to truly move on to a 
better life. 

But for as long as our high offi 
cials are preoccupied with political 
bickering, stealing money from the 
people, silencing government crit- 
ics and manipulating justice for 
their own selfish ends, we will nev- 
er know what the good life is. The 
high economic growth trumpeted 
by our national leaders will remain 
Justa pipe dream. 

— EDWARD FELIX М. DONATO, 
edwardfelixdonato 
@yahoo.com.ph 


Nothing wrong with ‘alterations’ 


PLEASE ALLOW ME TO EXPRESS 
my opinion on the controversy 
over the “alterations” done on the 
mural now adorning the National 
Press Club (NPC) restaurant. 

Out of curiosity and to cherish 
my fond memories of the press 
club 1, as a young boy, visited 
many times with my father (who 
was then in Philippine journal- 
ism), I went to see the work of art 
for myself. 

T did notice the faces of Amando 
Doronila and a host of other con- 
temporary journalists, but 1 find no 
controversy in the “alteration.” In 
all honesty, I thank God that the 
NPC has been refurbished, with the 
elevator completely running, unlike 
in my previous visits to the place 
(which figured prominently in my 
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years as a young man and where I 
Shook hands witir my father's col- 
leagues who were considered titans 
in Philippine journalism). 

‘The protest of the Angono artists, 
to my legal mind, has absolutely no 
legal basis. The artists were con- 
tracted by the NPC to do the mural 
and they were paid a handsome 
‘amount for the job. Thus the artists 
legally surrendered their right to 
artistic expression to the NPC which 
has all the legal authority to alter or 
change their masterpiece. 

‘The controversy has been blown 
out of proportion. It does not de- 
serve the attention given by media. 

—VICDEL FIERRO JR. president, 
Coalition for Consumers Protection 

and Welfare, 104 Gaiety St, Better 

Living, Parafiaque City 
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great com- 
mandment: to love their fellow- 
men. Perhaps the bishops should 
have faith in the Filipino people. 
Perhaps they are thinking of worse 
alternatives to this regime. Per- 
haps they think that to remove the 
current regime is to invite more 
evil, the evil of chaos and anarchy, 
perhaps? Please, Filipinos are not 
savages. 

To free them from the moral de- 
pravity of their current leaders 
will not lead to chaos. The bishops 
should have faith in the inherent 
goodness of the Filipino. And be- 
cause democracy is the rule of the 
people, won't a real democracy 
mean the rule of goodness? 

—BRIAN BROTARLO, 
brian.brotarloGlycos.com 


Media hypocrites’ 
star treatment 


JOURNALISTS ARE QUICK TO 
criticize our politicians for acting 
above the law. An example would 
be politicians breezing through air- 
port security checks, and justifying 
their action by telling the world 
that, as political leaders, they have 
no interest in bombing a plane and 
theirjobs are of utmost importance. 

The same excuse is now being 
used by the reporters who were 
detained after the “rebellion” in 
the Peninsula Manila Hotel. What 
hypocrisy and arrogance! These 
media people ought to be 
ashamed of themselves. 

‘Should the police risk the possi- 
bility of some mutineers escaping 
with media IDs (which can be 
faked) for cover or while dis- 
guised as journalists? Should me- 
dia people be released because the 
public recognize their faces? But 
who is to determine that? 

The reason we have standard 
operating procedures is to mini- 
mize arbitrary human decisions. A 
police officer that is asked to iden- 
tify and release recognizable faces 
(as he sees fit) has enormous pow- 
er and authority that no person 
should have. The identities of the 
journalists needed to be verified, 
and on this score it was right that 
they were treated like any ordi- 
nary Filipino citizen. 

Journalists make me sick 
Rather than serving as a force for 
change, for establishing a society 
where all are equal before the law, 
they want their own pie of perks 
and privileges—and special treat- 
ment. Like our politicians, they 
want to be above the law, with one 
set of laws for them and another 
for ordinary Filipinos. 

—MARK BELO, 36 Bonifacio St., 

Ayala Heights, Diliman, QC 
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Estrada pardon cries out for review of clemency process 


ALTHOUGH THE GENERAL PUB- 
lic received the executive clemen- 
cy granted to former President 
Joseph Estrada with mixed reac- 
tions, I think the majority of in- 
mates accepted and even wel- 
comed it. Many concede that as a 
former president, he should be 
given such a pardon. 

However, whether we like it or 
not, the Estrada pardon brought 
into focus the process of granting 
executive clemency. Ordinarily, it 
takes years for a petition for exec- 
"tive clemency to be processed 
and even considered. There are 
several documents and steps, such 
as the Certificate of Non-Pending 
Cases, NBI Record Check, Psycho- 


logical Test, Community Interview 
or Background and Pre-Executive 
Clemency Investigation and inter- 
view ofthe applicant, that must be. 
submitted or taken before а peti- 
tion is even scheduled in the agen- 
da of a meeting of the Board of 
Pardons and Parole (BOPP). 

The presidential prerogative 
given under the Constitution can- 
not be questioned. However, giv- 
en the speed with which Erap was 
given executive clemency, the 
process of granting executive 
clemency should be reviewed for 
the purpose of making it more ef- 
ficient. 

Former Justice Secretary Her- 
nando Perez, in one interview, 


said that the Philippine system for 
rehabilitating prisoners has been 
found to be successful. Therefore, 
those who have shown signs of 
successful rehabilitation should 
be granted executive clemency ex- 
peditiously. If not, then the efforts 
of the Bureau of Corrections and 
the Board of Pardons and Parole, 
Parole and Probation Administra- 
tion and other related agencies 
are for naught. 

We hope that President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo calls for a review of 
the process of granting executive 
clemency. 

—RONALD J. DEVERA, 
Pluma, Dorm 9-A, 
BOC, Muntinlupa City 1776 


On ‘sidelines’: Corrupt professors, helpless students 


THIS 15 IN REACTION TO THE 
letter titled "Teaching sideline” of 
Kristine Tyrol Rosales. (INQUIRER, 
11/29/07) 

Yes, college is definitely worse. 
Ive gone through the same, or 
‘even worse, experiences. 

1 had professors selling tickets 
worth P200 each for a theater 
play, aside from out-of-date raffle 
tickets. And the play had no rele- 
vance to our subject. Yet we stu- 
dents were asked to submit a reac- 
tion paper on the play 

Other professors sold tickets 
worth P100 each for a basketball 
game, and please take note, it was 
compulsory on the part of the stu- 
dents to buy the tickets. Another 
"notorious sideline": We had pro- 
fessors who required us to buy a 
particular book. Aside from being 
expensive (more than P180), the 


Lebanese has admitted that the car is 


book was full of grammatical and 
typographical errors; one ofits au- 
thors was the professor who re- 
quired us to buy it. 

Another professor gave an ex- 
amination that almost no one 
could possibly pass. However, 
since she was “considerate,” she 
gave her students a chance to pass 
her subject. In exchange for a 
passing grade, each of us, her stu- 
dents, was required to attend her 
so-called “group dynamics” ses- 
sion which we thought would help 
us learn more about the subject. 
But the session turned out to be an 
excursion. Worse, she brought 
along some members of her fami- 
ly The “academic activity” just 
wasted our time and, of course, 
our parents’ money. 

Now, consider this: College pro- 
fessors do not handle just one 


class; each of them usually han- 
des more than five classes, and 
опе class constitutes around 40- 
50 students, Just imagine how 
much the professors could earn 
with each sideline and how many 
students they could victimize. 

These are just among the many 
sidelines—or “extracurricular ac- 
tivities"—college professors en- 
gage in. We, the students, are in a 
dilemma—whether to tolerate 
such acts and go with the "flow" or 
to condemn them at the risk of 
ending up with a transcript full of 
"Ss" “dropped,” "incomplete," 
and/or “withdrew.” 

We students do not want to tol- 
erate these nefarious practices of 
college professors, but on our 
‘own, we cannot stop them. 

—JESSICA E. DIMAYA, 
jessica_dimaya@yahoo.com 


Bichara's accusation was ‘ill-motivated’ Тһе Filipino nation 
needs 
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item titled "RP envoy to Lebanon ac- 
cused of malversation of public funds" 
(мошне, 11/28/07), which was 
based on Albay Rep. Al Francis 
Bicharas privilege speech. Bichara 
said that based on his investigation, I 
"overpriced" the airplane fares of 139 
distressed OFWs repatriated from 
Lebanon to the Philippines on May 7, 
2007. In view of the seriousness of 
Bichara's accusations, allow me to 
make this reaction: 

* The repatriation process and the 
purchase of the airline tickets at 
“$1,709.35 per ticket" or for a total of 
$237,600 were duly coordinated with 
and approved by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

* Bichara never inquired or talked 


‘The basis of his “investigation” report 
apparently came from three embassy 
personnel who were sanctioned for 
sexual harassment, gross neglect of 
duty, misconduct, etc. upon my rec- 
ommendation. 

* One of these "anonymous" em- 
bassy informants worked with then- 
Ambassador Bichara during his 10- 
month stint in Lebanon. 

* Bichara is very angry with me be- 
cause he thinks I was responsible for 
the non-shipment to the Philippines 
of a 1999 Porsche Boxster car regis- 
tered in the name of a consul who is 
now in Manila. (1 learned that the 
“owner” of the Porsche car also 
blamed me for not having recom- 
mended the consul's extension of du- 
y. 

* The car is now in the possession. 
of a Lebanese national, a “close 
friend” and “technical adviser" of 
then-Ambassador Bichara. Тһе 


‘owned by Bichara. Some embassy per- 
sonnel also say that it is common 
knowledge that the car is owned by 
Bichara. 

* It is not true that I waived ће 
diplomatic immunity of the embassy's 
vice consul and his sister. In fact, 
thrice I didn't allow them to be inter- 
rogated by local intelligence authori- 
Чез because of their diplomatic immu- 
nity, 

Thus, itis very clear that Bichara's 
accusations against me are ill-moti- 
vated. I have nothing to do with the 
non-shipment of his Porsche car. 

Back to Bichara's charge of “over- 
pricing,”-the airlines say that ticket 
prices fluctuate depending on the cir- 
cumstances, conditions and require- 
ments to accommodate the needs of 
customers in specific flights. If 
Bichara considers the cost of "$1,709" 
per ticket for the 139 distressed OFWs 
‘who were repatriated on May 7, 2007 
as “unconscionably high,” (3.4 times 
more than the average rate of $500 
per passenger that Bichara cited), 
consider this: 

* When Ambassador Bichara repa- 
triated a distressed OFW to the Philip- 
pines in March 2006, he paid $10,928 
for her airline ticket. The amount is 
21.856 times more than the average 
cost of a plane ticket. 

Аз а congressman, Bichara should 
act responsibly and fairly and follow 
due process. It is very obvious that the 
sole objective of his speech was to de- 
stroy my name, my career and my 
family to avenge the non-shipment of 
his Porsche Boxster to the Philippines. 

—MARIANO A. DUMIA, 
chargé d'affaires, Philippine 
Embassy, Beirut, Lebanon 


IN GRADE SCHOOL, I USED TO LEAD 
my classmates in group projects. But 
many times, I found myself doing the 
work alone. Simply because some of 
my group mates didn't do the task as- 
signed to them. Wanting to get the 
‘work done and at the same time a 
good grade, sometimes | had по 
choice but to do the work alone. It 
didn’t feel right. It sucked. I didn't 
know if the problem was with me or 
with them but all I knew was that, as a 
group, we all needed to work together. 
Besides, whatever grade I got was the 
same grade they got. 

Same goes with this nation. Every 
sector of society is а group that needs to 
work with the others. The executive 
branch is the head. But it cannot do the 
task in leading this nation alone. It 
needs every sector to contribute its 
share and do its job in order to get the 
work done which is to make this nation 
better. The government needs every- 
one’s support—family church, military, 
civil society business sector, etc. 

The Makati Business Club (MBC) 
faulted the Palace for not pushing hard 
enough for the passage of priority bills 
that are needed to enhance the coun- 
пуз global competitiveness. МВСУ 
members are entitled to their opinion. 
Point taken, 

But what the government needs now 
is not disapproval and criticism which 
it does get every moment. What our 
leaders need is our support and en: 
couragement for them to do enough or 
even more than they have to. 

This nation is one body. If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 
part is honored, every part rejoices 
with it. (1 Corinthians 12:26) 

—IULIE ALORA, jalora_84@yahoo.com 
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Army won't stop Surigao 7 


\ 


offensives vs NPA rebels 


LIANGA, SURIGAO DEL SUR— 
The military has rejected anew 
the appeal of evacuees for a stop 
to operations being conducted 
against communist rebels in at 
least 12 remote villages of this 


town. 

Col Jose Viscarra, commander of the 
Army’ 401st Infantry Brigade, said the opera- 
tion against New People's Army (NPA) rebels 
inthe Andap Valley complex will continue. 

Viscarra's rejection of the appeal came in 
the wake of a warning from the town's mu- 
nicipal agriculturist that the operations 
were destroying government efforts to up- 
lift the lives of the affected villagers. 

Samuel Dollano, Lianga agriculturist, said 
his office has put up development projects 
during the last three years but these were 
being threatened by the military operations, 

But Viscarra said civilians should not dic- 
tate to the military what to do. 

Instead, Viscarra insisted that the resi- 
dents could already return home and even 
offered them soldiers as security escorts. 

He said with the soldiers, the evacuees 
would not fear being harmed by the rebels. 
anymore. 

But the evacuees, who belong to the 
Manobo tribal group, said the presence of 
the soldiers was the main reason they fled 
their homes. 

‘They said only a halt to the operations could 
‘convince them to rerum to their villages. 

During a visit by several nongovernment 
organizations on Thursday and Friday, the 
evacuees, now numbering 2,575 families, 
said they want to be home before Christmas. 

Little children, grade schoolers and high 
school students expressed their aspirations 
for a safe and peaceful return through songs, 
stage plays, recitations and even hand drawn 
Christmas cards they gave to visitors. 

“We hope that we can already go home 
along with our teachers. We are suffering 


A CLIFF in Tagaytay is transformed into a. 
deck from which visitors could view the Taal 
Volcano, Taal Lake, and fish pens that have 
sprouted in the lake. exowrocsuzucovrmeuroa 


Fish cages rise 
near danger zone 
at Taal Volcano 


BATANGAS CITY—FISH CAGE OPERATORS 
can now legally put fish cages in the waters 
of Taal Lake in Talisay town despite its being 
declared a permanent danger zone by the 
Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seis- 
mology (Phivoles). 

‘This, after the Protected Areas Management 
Board executive committee (PAMB execom) 
approved a resolution on Nov. 14 to include the 
island in the Taal Lake's fish cage zones. 

On the same day, the PAMB execom also 
passed a resolution opposing the plan of 
Environment Secretary Lito Atienza to 
phase out the existing fish cages in the lake 
“within two years.” 

Atienza said the move would help restore 
the lake to its pristine state and help save 
the endemic *tawilis" and “maliputo” fishes 
in Taal Lake from extinction. 

In its past bulletins, the Phivoles had re- 
peatedly reminded people that the Taal Vol- 
cano Island is a "permanent danger zone. 

Voleanologists said the Taal Volcano re- 
mained active and could explode anytime, 
that was why they were discouraging peo- 
ple from staying permanently in the area. 

Phivoles resident volcanologist Allan 
Luza of the Taal Volcano Observatory in 
Talisay, however, said that since last year, 
around 6,000 individuals had been living 
within the volcano. 

Aside from farming and trekking to the 
volcanic crater, people in the volcano live by 
culturing tilapia in fish cages in Taal Lake. 

Under the lake's Unified Rules and Regula- 
tions for Fisheries, approved by the PAMB in 
March, fish cages are only allowed in the four 
villages of Talisay—excluding the Taal Vol- 
cano Island known as Pulo. Marlon Alexan- 
der Luistro, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
Е » 


now read а pencil-written message on а 
pink Christmas card given by Ma. Gladys 
Perez, a Grade 5 pupil of the Tribal Filipino 
Literacy School in Km. 9. 

Ronel Campos, president of the student 
council of the Alternative Learning Center 
and Agricultural Development, said their 
livelihood is in the villages and not in the 
evacuation centers. 


Rev, Modesto Villasanta Jr. chair of Kara- 
patan Surigao del Sur, said ransacked hous- 
es await the villagers. 

He said Karapatan staffers, who went to 
check some of the abandoned villages on Sat- 
"urday found that some houses were forcibly 
opened and that the belongings of villagers 
were scattered everywhere. Chris Pangani- 
ban, Inquirer Mindanao 


AFAMILY eats at an evacuation center in Diatagon, Lianga, Surig 
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GE Refrigerator. Once again, a Platinum Awardee in the 2007 Reader's 


Digest Asia's Trusted Brand Survey Award. Eaming a Platinum is eaming 


! three times more votes from consumers who chose GE as their most 


preferred and trusted refrigerator. 


To receive a Platinum is remarkable. But to receive it for the fourth time 
| is a feat that no other brand has ever achieved. So to you our valued 
consumers, thank you, thank you, thank you. 


GE imagination at work 


‘Avalable at leading appliance stores nationwide. 
Official Distributor: CYA Industries, Inc. 
#103 Mercedes Avenue, Brgy. San Miguel, 
Pasig City. + Showrooms: Shangri-La (02) 
631-8282 + Serendra (02) 856-2518 + 
MC Home Depot Fort Bonifacio (02) 
815-8875 • Service Hotline (02) 643-3458 
loc 111-116.Nationwide service and 
сай centers avaliable. 

Website: www.cyaindustries.com; 
Seappliances-phiippines com. 
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48.73% 46.63% 42.97% 


Nielsen Media Index Wave 1 2007 Figures. Among broadsheet readers yesterday. 
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Appeals court 
affirms move 

to void Baguio 
land titles 


BAGUIO CITY—THE COURT OF 
Appeals has affirmed Solicitor 
General Antonio Nachure's deci- 
sion in 2006 to void anomalous 
land titles in the summer capital, 
which has imperiled a proposed 
subdivision project that has been 
marketed to overseas Filipino 
workers and Manila realtors, 

The ruling, which was ren- 
dered on Oct. 18 by the court's 
special former 8th Division, has 
emboldened a former mayor to 
pursue land graft cases against 
national officials. 

Former Mayor Braulio Yaranon 
said the CA acknowledged the ex- 
istence of a land scam in Baguio, 
He had caused the suspension of 
land processing in the city during 
his term in 2004 and 2005 be- 
cause of these anomalies. 

Lands in the city belong to a 
town site reservation and are 
sold only by auction. 


Mysterious expansion 

The appellate court confirmed 
that town site lands being devel- 
oped by Prime Peak Properties 
Lid. had tripled in size without 
explanation because of an 
anomalous real estate registra- 
tion process that had gone unde- 
tected since the 1960s. 

Prime Peak has custody of 
672,364 square meters of real 
estate, which is titled to Gloria 
de Guzman, mother of the 
firm's president. 

But authorities trace these ti- 
tles to parcels of land measuring 
501 square meters and 10,300 
square meters, the court said. 

It said Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez and the Office of the 
Solicitor General had grounds 
to nullify the titles issued for 
pieces of subdivision properties 
surrounding the Baguio Coun- 
try Club that used to belong to 
Igorot landholders. 

Prime Peak managed to re- 
strain Gonzalez, former Solici- 
tor General Alfredo Benipayo 
and his successor, Nachura, and. 
the Baguio Register of Deeds 
from voiding the subdivision ti- 
tles when it argued before the. 
CA in 2006 that it had been the 
target of a conspiracy to disen- 
franchise the owners. 

De Guzman had invoked a 
Baguio regional trial court rul- 
ing that validated her titles 


Lies 

But Associate Justice Hakim 
Abdulwahid, who penned the 
decision, ruled that De Guz- 
man's argument had no merit. 

“Petitioner [De Guzman] 
may not evade the conse- 
quences of making untruthful 
statements in her applications 
for validation by disregarding 
its stipulation expressly making 
such misrepresentation а 
ground for the disapproval of 
her applications...,” the ruling 
said. 

The CA also discovered that 
some of the lands claimed by De 
Guzman had not been legit- 
imized by both the American 
colonial government, and by 
the defunct Bureau of Lands 
between 1920 and 1968. 

Yaranon said the decision 
could help reopen various cases 
involving conflicting TSA claims. 

Many of these were lands 
that had been invalidated by 
the Supreme Court in 1973. 

“I am awaiting feedback from 
the subdivision buyers so we can 
file a falsification case against 
the firm, and local and national 
officials who conspired to legit- 
imize their fake land titles,” 
Yaranon said. Vincent Cabreza, 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 
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MORNING CHILL 


of the noon sun comes. 


LEONCO BALBIN JUINQUIRER NORTHERN LUZON 
Afarmer in Candon City, llocos Sur, rises early to till his farm, taking advantage of the cold morning breeze that signals the start of the holidays to finish work before the heat 


House to probe car smuggling in Cebu 


By Jolene В. Bulambot 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—THE HEAD OF 
the Presidential Anti-Smug- 
gling Task Force (PASG) has 
been summoned to appear be- 
fore the House committee on 
local government today as it 
begins its inquiry into allega- 
tions of rampant car smuggling 
in Cebu. 

Undersecretary Antonio Vil- 
Jar, the head of the PASG, will be 
the first government official 
asked to appear before the 
House committee that is look- 
ing into what many believed is a 
mulimillion-peso smuggling 
operation in Cebu. 

Cebu City south district Rep. 


Julia’s death 

is challenge 

to Peace Corps, 
says US envoy 


ILAGAN, _ISABELA—TAKING 
the murder of American teacher 
Julia Campbell as a challenge, 
Peace Corps volunteers world- 
wide have been working hard to 
sustain their mission to pro- 
mote world peace and friend- 
ship, US Ambassador Kristie 
Kenney said here. 

Kenney said the current 
crop of volunteers has been 
shrugging off the perils of be- 
ing strangers in a foreign land 
and away from home "just to 
serve for peace and friend- 
ship.” 

Campbell was found dead in 
Batad, a village in Banaue, Ifu- 
gao, on April 18, 10 days after 
she was reported missing. 

Her self-confessed killer, 
Juan Donald Duntugan, 25, is 
facing a murder charge before 
Judge Esther Piscozo Flor of the 
regional trial court in Lagawe, 
Ifugao. 

“Campbell's death is а 
tragedy for all of us. Her life was 
cut short. But we have to move 
on. The Peace Corps will do 
more for the country. They have 
come here to serve,” Kenney 
said. 

She said Campbell's story 
would serve as a challenge for 
Peace Corps volunteers “to do 
the work that mattered to 
her.” 

The work of Campbell as 


Antonio Cuenco, a member of 
the committee who initiated the 
investigation, said the inquiry 
would seek to find out from 
PASG what it has done to stop 
car smuggling in Cebu, as al- 
leged by Cebu car dealers. 

The 61-member committee, 
headed by Camiguin Rep. Pedro 
Romualdo, has scheduled the 
hearing today starting at 9:30 
a.m. after taking cognizance of 
the complaints raised by offi- 
cials of the Cebu Auto Dealers 
Association (Cada). 

If Villar fails to appear, Cuen- 
co said the House committee 
‘would be constrained to issue a 
subpoena to compel him to at- 
tend the hearing. 

Cuenco said Cada officials 


were also invited as resource 
persons to shed light on their 
complaints about car smuggling 
in Cebu. 

Cuenco said car brokers and 
officials from concerned gov- 
ernment agencies would also be 
summoned to appear before the 
committee in the succeeding 
phases of the inquiry. 

He said they would summon 
officials from the Bureau of 
Customs, Land Transportation. 
Office and Department of Trade 
and Industry in the second 
phase of the inquiry, which will 
be held probably in Cebu. 

Cuenco said the officials who 
will be invited would depend on 
the results of the investigation 
of PASG. 


Nep amit 


Cada earlier revealed the 
"huge discrepancy" between 
records of the Chamber of the 
Automotive Manufacturers in 
the Philippines Inc. (Campi) оп 
the number of cars they sold in 
2006 and those that were regis- 
tered by the LTO in the same 
year. 

Cada president Jose Manuel 
Cuenco, а nephew of Congre: 
man Cuenco, said Campi 
records showed that 1,686 pri- 
vate cars and 3,274 utility and 
sports vehicles were sold by le- 
gitimate car dealers in Central 
Visayas in 2006 but LTO records 
revealed that it had registered 
3,584 private cars and 21,637 
utility and sports vehicles in the 
same period. 


US AMBASSADOR Kristie Kenney in a visit to Isabela province with Gov. Grace Padaca. Kenney said 
Peace Corps volunteers were not disheartened by the killing of Julia Campbell, but challenged by it. 


community organizer and 
teacher serves as an inspiration 
to them, the ambassador said. 

As а tribute to Campbell, an 
agro-forest park in Ifugao has 
been named after her. The park 
is being managed by a local 
nongovernment group, the In- 
digenous Farmers for Sustain- 
able Agriculture. 

“Peace Corps volunteers are 
working now with the non- 
government group in develop- 
ing the park into an eco-tourism 
area that will also promote Ifu- 


gao culture,” she said. 

She said the US government 
has been working with the 
Philippine government to help 
"strengthen the capacity of lo- 
cal governments to reduce 
overfishing, destructive fish- 
ing practices, illegal logging, 
and destruction of natural 
forests." 

Police have filed a murder 
complaint against a woodcarver 
who confessed to beating 
Campbell to death while she 
was hiking alone. 


VLLANOR SAYA ENQUIRER NORTHERN LUZON 


Duntugan has admitted that 
he bludgeoned to death Camp- 
bell, of Fairfax, Virginia, with a 
rock in Ifugao’s Batad village on 
April8. 

Among the evidence submit- 
ted by police against Duntugan 
was а signed affidavit in which 
he claimed tohave killed Camp- 
bell in a fit of rage when she ac- 
cidentally bumped into him as 
he was fuming over a neighbor- 
hood spat, according to police. 

Villamor Visaya Jr., Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 


The importation of used vehi- 
cles was stopped at the Subic 
Bay Freeport after President 
Macapagal-Arroyo issued an ex- 
ecutive order barring the sale of 
the vehicles outside of Subic. 

The Supreme Court has up- 
held the executive order. 

The EO was seen as a move to 
stop the smuggling of cars 
through Subic following results 
of investigation made by the 
Presidential Anti-Graft Com- 
mission finding several officials 
of the freeport liable for the 
freeport smuggling. 

Authorities recently de- 
stroyed several units of luxury 
cars and sports utility vehicles 
as a gesture of toughness in the 
campaign against smuggling. 


Police arrest 

8 alleged drug 
gang members 
in Calabarzon 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA— 
Police arrested eight men they 
said were members of a local drug 
syndicate. 

The alleged gang leader, how- 
ever, escaped during a buy-bust 
operation in Cabuyao, Laguna. 

Arrested were Byron 
Sanchez, 24; Bernard Bryan Vil- 
legas, 21; Tolome Endrega, 23; 
Christopher Атапгап, 19; 
Nestor Sta. Teresa, 28; Angelo 
Galang, 25; Jeffrey Era, 23; and 
Randy dela Cruz, 25. 

Senior Supt. Mark Edison Be- 
larma, Criminal Investigation 
and Detection Group head in 
Calabarzon, said the suspects 
were arrested inside the house 
of a certain Jay-ar Baclaan in 
Barangay Marinig, Cabuyao, at 
around 9:30 p.m. last Saturday. 

He said the operation was part 
of “Oplan Big Bertha” aimed at 
putting an end to all drug syndi- 
cates in the Calabarzon region. 

Belarma said Baclaan was the 
suspected leader of the drug gang 
which supplies shabu (metham- 
phetamine hydrochloride) in La- 
guna and Muntinlupa City, 

РОЗ Noel Sumagaysay, CIDG 
Calabarzon investigator, said 
Baclaan was on a watch list of 
the Philippine Drug Enforce- 
ment Agency as among the sup- 
pliers of illegal drugs in Metro 
Manila. — Marlon Ramos, In- 
quirer Southern Luzon 


Team formed to check progress of projects in Iloilo 


By David Israel Sinay 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—THE CITY GOV- 
ernment has formed a team to 
check the progress of various in- 
frastructure projects worth 
hundreds of millions of pesos 
funded by the national govern- 
ment. 

Mayor Jerry Trefias said the 
team was composed of archi- 
tects and engineers from the 
city planning and city engi- 
neers office. 

Aside from checking the pro- 


5 D 


jects progress, the team would 
also check if they were adhering 
to standards specified by the 
projects’ designs. 

‘Trefias formed the monitor- 
ing team in the wake of delays 
in the construction of the P408- 
million Infante Flyover Project 
that traverses General Luna and 
Marcelo H. del Pilar Streets. 

The project, funded by the 

Works 

Highways-Presidential 

Bridge Project Office (DPWH- 

PBPO), was earlier suspended 

due to alleged discrepancies in 
^ 


some portions of the project. 

The DPWH-PBPO found that 
the British contractor Mabey 
and Johnson Ltd., failed to com- 
ply with the project's specifica- 
tons, including the required 
strength of reinforced bars at 
the piers. 

DPWH regional director 
Rolando Asis said the flyover 
was already about 97 percent 
done when the irregularity was 
discovered. 

The DPWH would do the cor- 
тешме work and has started 
retrofitting the four board piles that 


needed strengthening, Asis said. 

The agency would also han- 
dle the unfinished portions of 
the flyover, to include embank- 
ment and approaches, the con- 
creting of the bridge sheets, and 
part of the retaining wall at ap- 
proaches, Asis added. 

Asis said the DPWH will 
spend P10.8 million for the cor- 
rective and completion work, in- 
duding P7 million that is still 
part of the original contract cost. 

Asis said he has no idea how 
much was already released to 
the contractor since the flyover 


was a nationally funded project 
and directly supervised by the 
DPWH central office 

The flyover, which was start- 
ed in April and was to have been 
completed last August, is 305 
meters long with a load capaci- 
ty of 20 tons. 

“The structural capacity is de- 
signed to stand a magnitude 7 
to 7.2 earthquake,” Asis said. 

He said the Cebu-based Rigid 
Construction Corp. was sub- 
contracted by the DPWH re- 
gional office for the labor and 
materials. Asis said that the 


same firm was sub-contracted 
by the London-based contractor 
“but on labor alone." 

"It was the Mabey and John- 
son Ltd. that supplied the mate- 
rials,” Asis said. 

Asis said he hopes the project 
would be open to vehicular traf- 
fic before the year ends. 

Aside from the flyover pro- 
ject, the national government 
has just opened the P6.5-billion 
Пойо International Airport in 
Sta. Barbara town and now fin- 
ishing the PSO-million Iloilo 
City-Sta. Barbara Road. 
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Model units are open for viewing at the Low-rise, Pacific Star Building, Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue corner Makati Avenue. 
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Model units are open for viewing at the Low-rise, Pacific Star Building, Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue corner Makati Avenue. 
Century City is located along Kalayaan Ave, 2 blocks away from Mandarin Hotel, and near first class subdivisions such as Urdaneta and Bel Air Village. Project Completion by 2012. 
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Police officer in traffic row suspended 


Accused allegedly 
fired at former 
Bulacan gov's convoy 


By Jeannette |. Andrade, 
Alcuin Papa and D] Yap 


probe into the matter because 
“others might think the investi- 
gation would be biased.” 

‘The incident happened at 10 
p.m. Sunday on the northbound 
lane of Edsa in Guadalupe, 
Makati City. 

Makati police chief Supt, 
Gilbert Cruz said the convoy of 
De la Cruz, who was aboard а 
Mitsubishi Pajero, was on its 
way to Bulacan after the group 
attended a wedding in Tagaytay 
City in Cavite province, 

Eduardo Magsakay, the driv- 
er of the Nissan Safari which 
served as a backup vehicle to De 
Та Cruz's vehicle, told the police 
that Lim, who was driving a 
Toyota Corolla, tried to get 
ahead of the convoy. 

Magsakay said he tried to 
stop Lim from overtaking the 
convoy—a standard security 
measure for VIPs—by driving 
close to the Corolla and nearly 
sideswiping it, a move, he ad- 

POLICE/A20 


A POLICE OFFICIAL ACCUSED 
of firing at the convoy of former 
Bulacan Gov. Josie de la Cruz 
and mauling her driver during a 
traffic altercation was relieved 
of his post and placed under 
suspension yesterday. 

Criminal Investigation and 
Detection Group chief Director 
Edgardo Doromal told reporters 
in Camp Crame that Chief Insp. 
Jethro Lim was transferred to 
the Headquarters Maintenance 
and Technical Services Division 
in Camp Crame pending the re- 
sults of an investigation into the 
allegations against him. 

Lim was formerly assigned to 
the CIDG field office in the 
Northern Police District. 

Senior Supt. Asher Dolina, 
CIDG-National Capital Region 
chief, meanwhile, said he rec- 
ommended the relief of Lim and 
the holding of an independent 


Jail break ‘mastermind’ 
gives up to San Juan cops 


By Kristine L. Alave. captured hours after their 
flight, tagged Panelo as the 
mastermind of the jail break. 
‘They said it was Panelo’s idea 
to break the latch and escape 
through a hole in the unfinished 
room. 
Another detainee, Guillermo 
lacson, was recaptured im 
Marikina City on Thursday af- 


THE ALLEGED MASTERMIND 
in last weel's prison break at 
the San Juan City jail surren- 
dered to authorities yesterday. 
‘Alberto Panelo, 30, was 
turned over to San Juan police 
chief Supt. Rodelio Jocson by a 
policeman based in North Har- 


bor, Manila. Jocson said Pane- ternoon. 
los family convinced him to К 
turn himself in. Denial 


Panelo and five others con- 
sidered as "low risk prisoners" 
escaped from their detention 
cell in the city at dawn last 
Thursday. 

According to witnesses and 
the police, the six destroyed the. 
cell doors cement latch and 
jumped out of a hole in an un- 
finished room at the back of the. 
police station that was under 
renovation. 

‘Two of the escapees, Joemike 
Dacanay, 22 and Marcelino 
Pamintuan, 21, who, were re- 


In a statement to the police, 
Panelo denied that he had engi- 
neered the escape. 

He said he and the other de- 
tainees wanted out because 
they missed their relatives. 

With Panelo under police cus- 
тоду, the police are looking for 
only two more escaped de- 
tainees—Manolito Ong and 
Rigor Alejandra. 

Jocson said the prisoners 
families have promised to coop- 
erate with them to determine 
their whereabouts. 


A woman admires a huge Christmas lantern on display on Roxas 
Boulevard, near Rizal Park in Manila, 9 


DECK t 
THEHALL : 
WITH STRINGS 
OF LIGHTS 
‘Students of the 
University of the 
Phil i | 
Diliman, Quezon 
City take a break 
from their classes. 
tolook at the 


Quezon Hall, the 
seat of the 
university 
administration. 
The “Pag-iilaw sa 


leading to ОРУ. 
celebration of its 
centennial 
nextyear. 
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5 dead, 60 hurt in NLEX road В 


By Nancy С. Carvajal 


FIVE PEOPLE DIED AND 60 
others were injured in five sepa- 
rate accidents on the North Lu- 
zon Expressway yesterday. 

Betty Jose, spokesperson of the 
Manila Management Tollways 
Corp. which supervises the oper- 
zations of the NLEX, said the driv- 
er of a dump truck was pinned to 
‘death when his vehicle smashed 
into а 10-wheeler truck which 
had broken down just before the 
Balintawak toll gate. The incident 
happened at round 4:30 a.m. 

Nearly six hours later, a Sierra 
:Madre bus smashed into anoth- 
ег 10-wheeler truck and three 
vans when it abruptly changed 
lanes while trying to avoid a 
slow moving bus. Five persons 
were injured in the incident. 

‘At 11 a.m, an air-conditioned 
Genesis bus with plate number 
TWC 496 bound for Manila 
crashed into the highway's me- 
dian barrier, leaving four people. 
dead and 43 injured. Two of the 
passengers were instantly killed 


while two others died in the 
hospital while receiving treat- 
ment, Jose said. 

According to Catherine del 
Mundo, a traffic management. 
and safety supervisor, the driver 
fled after the accident. 

“We also tried to call the bus 
company's number listed in the 
phonebook but no one was an- 
swering,” she said. 

Not more than 15 minutes 
later, a six-wheeler truck carry- 
ing hogs fell over on its left side. 

‘According to Jose, the driver 
was looking at the site of the 
previous accident, causing him 
to lose control of the vehicle. 

Eight minutes later, not far 
from the site of the two acci- 
dents, a Victory Liner bus also 
fell on its left side when it tried 
to avoid another vehicle. 

Eleven persons were injured 
and brought to the hospital. 

“We advise drivers to check 
their vehicles before traveling 
because yesterday's accidents 
were due mostly to defective 
brakes," Jose said. 


US Ambassador to the Philippines Kristie Kenney hands over Christmas gifts to children at the Our 


Lady of Peace Mission Hospital yesterday in Parañaque City. 


NSO SUA ORBETA 


Animal rights group pushes bid vs Manila oceanarium 


1966 concert at the Rizal Mem: 


cañang. 


Dip YOU KNOW 


IT WAS not only because of the Beatles’ popularity that their July 


turned out to be memorable. It was said that the band had 
snubbed" an appointment with then First Lady Imelda Marcos and 
some 300 children of politicians and military officers in Mala- 


Football Stadium in Manila. 


In the "Beatles" Anthology,” band member Rit 

turning on the TV and seeing Marcos screaming 

down." There were also shots of empty plates and crying kids "be- 

cause the Beatles hadn't turned up." The band claimed they did not 

know they were supposed to show up at the Palace earlier that day. 
As a result of the “snub,” only one motorcycle escort accompa- 

nied the departing Beatles to the Manila international Airport, in 

contrast to the hundreds of policemen that welcomed them upon 

their arrival. Some fans who showed their displeasure at the band's 

behavior reportedly spat at them, causing the members to hide be- 


hind monks and nuns. 


Kate Pedroso, Inquirer Research 


BECAUSE OF HER REQUEST TO 
the emir of Kuwait, President 
Gloria has saved overseas work- 
er Marilou Вапано from execu- 
tion for killing her abusive em- 
ployer. 

Our President's actions are a 

bit ironic. 
* She would go out of her way 
to save two Filipino lives 
abroad—those of Ranario's and 
Angelo de la Cruz, who was kid- 
napped by Iraqi terrorists who 
threatened to kill him if the 
Philippine military contingent 
was not withdrawn from 
Irag—but could not, or would 
not, spare the lives of hundreds 
of leftists and journalists who 
were supposedly executed by 
her security forces! 

To Filipino women thinking 
of working as domestics in 
Arab countries, like Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, please be 


jerome Anin 

eh x! their natural homes. * 
MAINTAINING THAT MARINE 
parks present a distorted view of 
wildlife, the animal rights group 
People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (Peta) yesterday 
asked the Department of 
Tourism to reconsider its en- 
dorsement of the Manila Ocean 
Park. 

It also urged the public to 
boycott the facility to show their 
objection to keeping sea animals 
in captivity. 

In a letter to Tourism Secre- 
tary Joseph Ace Durano, Peta- 
Asia Pacific campaigns manager 
Rochelle Regodon said the only 
thing marine parks teach people 
is that “it is acceptable to keep 
animals in captivity—bored, re- 


provided the INQUIRER. 


without confinement.” 


CA justices logic stupid 


warned that you're taking a 
big risk. 

Most Arab employers are 
difficult to get along with. 

From the hundreds of com- 
plaints over the years my tem- 
porarily defunct radio-TV 
public service program, 
“Isumbong mo kay Tulfo,” 
had received, I've come to the 
conclusion that most of them 
treat their maids as slaves. 

The Court of Appeals said it 
affirmed the life sentence on 
quadriplegic Ronaldo eff" 
Quesada because it believed 
that the complete paralytic 
committed rape with the aid of 
his cousin, Iza Kristine Ocam- 


po. 
The appellate court justices 
who reviewed Jeff's case said he 
could “manipulate his geni- 
tals.” 
What crazy logic! 


life in prison should have their 


heads examined. 


I read the alleged victim's 


statement to the police. 


In that statement, she said 
she submitted to Jeff's carnal 
desires because he was hold- 


ing a gun. 

Which woman, no matter 
how depraved, would hold the 
genitals of a man, even her 
cousin, and guide it into a wom- 
an’s vagina? 

On the issue of Jeff being able 
to "manipulate" his genitals, he 
can't even hold a spoon to feed 
himself. 

So how could he mastur- 
bate? 

When he takes a рее, his pe- 
nis has to be held by another 
person so his urine would spurt 
into the toilet bow! or arinola. 

Those honorable “wise” jus- 
tices who condemned Jeff to а 


made to the police. 


the trial. 


while he was raping her. 


zano, to do his job? 


strokes. 


METRO 


Citizen’s Call 


‘Tell us all about it. 


төп, text ue about it. With photos, if you will. Share the good news whare you Are вод the Dad. Being 
Amyeived is the oniy way to make Metro Manila a safer, sanar, healthier and an exciting place to live in. 


Your storie: 


Did a signage make your day? 
Garbage dumped on your street unmake 


your day? 


Btreot diggings forever on the street where 


you live? 


"Aro you up in arms against the 
‘demolition of an ancestral house? 
‘Awed by a little-known barangay project. 
with a big positive impact in your 


community? 
Got stuck in potholes? 


Fed up with cussing and fouding neighbors? 
Is there an everyday role model in your 


neighborhood? 


Delightful/dreadful finds on your way to 


‘work? 


0918-8985566 


By Allison W. Lopez 


MANILA MAYOR ALFREDO LIM HAS 
ordered the police to look into com- 
plaints that there was fraud in last 
week's election of the city's Sangguni- 
arig Kabataan Federation officials. 

Russel Ibay, 17, son of former 
Manila Councilor Ric Ibay, won over- 
whelmingly over his rivals for the 
post in the Dec. 6 elections. The other 
candidates on his ticket also won. 

Their victory, however, was marred 
by allegations that they shelled out 
money on two occasions to voters, 
based on the affidavits executed by sev- 
eral SK chairs who went to the police. 

Edward Quindoza, 17, SK chair of 
Barangay 711, Zone 78, District 5, 
claimed in his affidavit that he and 
many other youth leaders received 
P500 and P1,000 in separate meet- 
ings organized by Ibays group on 
Nov. 23 and Dec. 5. 

The amounts were given supposed- 
ly for their “gimmicks” or for “trans- 
portation expenses.” 

To prove their claims, the youth 
leaders showed the police envelopes 
bearing the name of the younger Ibay 
which contained cash. They also pre- 


stricted, lonely and far from 


“The marine park industry 
claims that it exists purely for 
conservation and educational 
purposes. However, we must ask 
this question, ‘What can be 
gained from watching marine 
animals swim in endless circles 
in concrete tanks full of chlori- 


nated water?" she told Durano 
in her letter, a copy of which she. 


Peta has come out with a 
poster opposing the oceanari- 
um. It features a group of fish 
with the messages, "Save Our 
Schools," "Don't support aquari- 
ums” and "Teach compassion 


“We are opposed to keeping 
animals in captivity because of 


Istill have that affidavit she 
But the same affidavit was 
never used by the Bulacan 
provincial prosecutor during 
What she said in the trial 
was that a gun was beside Jeff 


Why doesn't Sen. Bong Revil- 
la leave his successor at the Op- 
tical Media Board, Edu Man- 

Different folks have different 


Edu has his own style of 


the suffering it causes them. Life 
ina tank is literally a death sen- 
tence,” another Peta campaign- 
er, Jennilyn Tagasa, told the In- 
Quer in a phone interview. 

"The park can never replicate 
these animals’ natural habitats. 
Marine animals are meant to 
swim freely. At the park, they are 
confined to areas much smaller 
than their natural environments 
and are deprived of everything 
that is natural and important to 
them,” Regodon said. 

The P1 billion Manila Ocean 
Park, behind the Quirino Gran- 
stand at Rizal Park, is a project 
of the Philippine Tourism Au- 
thority with Singaporean and 
Malaysian investors. It is sched- 
uled to open at the end of the 
month. 


running the OMB. 

Bong had his. 

Revilla had his time, he's al- 
ready a senator, although Man- 
zano would have done a better 
job if their roles were reversed 
now. 

‘The reason Bongis raising a 
storm is probably because he 
wants the public's attention 
on his movie which is an entry 
for the forthcoming Manila 
Film Festival. 

But do you know that the 
action star-turned-senator is 
unpopular among movie bit 
players or “extras”? 

One extra told me Bong 
treats him and his fellow ex- 
tras like houseboys. 

In contrast, Edu treats all 
his movie and TV compan- 
ions, whether fellow actors or 
extras, as his co-equal, ac- 
cording to my source. 


Lim orders probe 
of SK federation polls 


sented free concert tickets and a letter 
from the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government inviting youth 
leaders to an overnight meeting on 
Dec. 5, the day before the elections. 

The youth claimed they were taken 
to the Sohotel Ermita where, along 
with around 400 SK chairs, they 
stayed overnight before being taken 
the next day to the San Andres Sports 
Complex to cast their votes. 

“We will verify if a convention was 
held there and who paid the bill. It 
‘would have cost the sponsors at least 
P1,000 per person,” said Senior Insp. 
Marcelo Reyes, chief of the investiga- 
tion and follow-up branch of the Dis- 
trict Special Project Unit. 

Contacted for comment, the older 
Ibay denied the allegations against 
his son. 

“Anyone can say those things, even I 
can get young people to testify. My son 
won fair and square with 441 votes. I 
feel sad that this is happening because 
this involves the youth,” he said. 

“Only politics will prevent him 
from taking his place in the city cou 
cil,” he added. As SK Federation pres 
dent, his son will represent the youth 
in the City Council. 


METROBRIEFS 


Manila drugstore 


owners charged 
THE NATIONAL Bureau of Investi- 
gation has filed charges against 
the Chinese and Filipino owners 
and operators of several drug- 
‘stores in Manila for allegedly sell- 
ing unregistered medicine. 
Charged with violating Republic 
Act No. 3720 (Foods, Drugs and 
Cosmetic Act) at the Manila Prose- 
cutor's Office were the owners and 
operators of Vitalife Drugstore, 
Kimsheng Chinese Drugstore and 
Central Chinese Drugstore, all lo- 
cated on Ongpin Street in Sta. 
Cruz. Arnel Dalumpines, chief of 
the МВ! Special Task Force, said 
agents raided the drugstores and 
seized several boxes of drugs, in- 
cluding dietary food supplements, 
which were not licensed by the 
Bureau of Food and Drugs. 

Tina 6. Santos 


L. Nepomuceno; 84 
LEONARDO “Mang М ро" Nepo- 
muceno, father of entertainer Willie 
Nepomuceno, died on Dec. 9 at the 
age of 84. Mang Nepo started out 
asan amateur boxer using the 
пате "Kid Lochinvar.” He joined 
the Quezon City police force in 
1953, eventually becoming a detec- 
tive until his resignation in 1971. He 
15 survived by his widow, Paquita; 
children Willie, Winnie and Winkie 
and grandchildren. His body lies at 
the Paket Santiago Funeral Homes, 
V. Gomez Street in San Roque, 
Marikina City. Interment will be at 
the Loyola Memorial Park in Mariki 
na City on Wednesday, Dec. 12. 


UPCM homecoming 
THE UP College of Medicine will 
celebrate its annual homecoming 
from Dec. 14 to 20, an event that 
will be led by the Silver Jubilarians. 
of Class 1982 and the Golden Ju- 
bilarians of Class 1957. The cele- 
bration will kick off on Dec. 14 at 7 
a.m. with the UPMAS Golf Tourna~ 
‘ment at the Wack Wack Golf Club. 
Other activities are individual 
class reunions and outings from 
Dec. 16 to 18, the CME Medical 
‘Symposium at the UP Nursing Au- 
ditorium on Dec. 19 and the grand." 
homecoming dinner-dance at the 
Sofitel (formerly Philippine Plaza 
Hotel) at 7 p.m. on Dec. 20. 


Police officer 
in traffic 


From page A19 


mitted, that could have irked” 
the policeman. 

When the convoy reached the, 
People Power Monument, Lim; _ 
according to Magsakay, fired at 
his vehicle. The bullet hit the 
left passenger side window of" 
the Safari, pierced the glass and 
ricocheted off De la Cruz's Pa- 
jero, which had bulletproof 
windows. = 

At this point, Magsakay said 
he stopped his vehicle and con-” 
fronted Lim who identified him- 
self as a policeman assigned at 
the CIDG in Camp Crame. 

He added that Lim took ош” 
his badge and identification 
card and at gunpoint, slapped 
him with his ID card before 
punching and kicking him. 

A certain POI Evangelista, 
who said he was a member of 
De la Cruz’s security detail, re- 
portedly tried to pacify Lim but 
was rebuffed. 

Magsakay told the police that 
Lim confiscated his driver's li 
cense and said he could retrieve 
the document from the CIDG 
headquarters in Camp Crame. 

Lim then left the scene when 
members of media started arriv- 
ing. 

Doromal, meanwhile, sald 
the incident was a mere traffic 
altercation and not an attempt 
on the life of De la Cruz. 

“Malayo siguro (1 think that is 


traffic altercation, not an assas- 
sination attempt,” he told re- 
porters. 

He explained that Lim chased 
De la Cruz's backup car after it 
sideswiped his car. 

According to Doromal, Linr 
told him he spotted a high-pow- 
ered firearm inside the Safari 
and fired a warning shot. 

He added that Lim thought 
the passengers of the vehicle 
were car thieves. 

"It's a modus operandi of car 
thieves to hit their target cars. 
When the vehicles come to a 
stop, guns are pointed at фе, 
driver and the vehicle is taken," * 
Doromal said. 
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Four people were shot to death 
‘and six were wounded in 
Colorado on Sunday in two 
church-related shootings in the 
U.S. Christian heartland 
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m A 
4 dead in 2 shootings in Colorado 


COLORADO SPRINGS, COL- 
orado—Four people were killed 
on Sunday in two separate shoot- 
ingsat religious establishmentsin 
the state of Colorado, local au- 
thorities said. 

The first shooting occurred in 
Arvada, a suburb of Denver, in 
the early hours of Sunday when а 
young gunman opened fire at a 
‘Christian missionary center. Two 
staff members in their mid-20s 
were killed and two others 
wounded. 

‘The gunman fled before au- 
thorities reached the scene. 

About 12 hours later, another 
two people were killed—includ- 
ing the suspected attacker—in a 
shooting near a church in Col- 
orado Springs. 

City Police Chief Richard Mey- 
ers said four people were wound- 


Fujimori 

to be tried 
for murder, 
kidnapping 


LIMA, PERU—SEVEN YEARS 
after fleeing Peru in disgrace, 
former President Alberto Fuji- 
mor goes on trial Monday on 
charges of murder and kidnap- 
ping stemming from his alleged 
‘use of a death squad to fight a 
bloody insurgency in the early 
19905. 

Tt is the first time in Peru's his- 
tory thata former president faces 
a public trial for crimes commit- 
ted during his administration. It 
is also one of the few cases of a 
Latin American leader being 
tried after his presidency ended. 

A three-judge Supreme Court 
panel will review charges that 
Fujimori authorized an army 
death squad to identify and kil 
suspected Maoist Shining Path 
guerrillas and collaborators. 

‘The trial will take place at the 
police base on the eastern out- 
skirts of Lima where Fujimori is 
being held. 

Fujimori will face charges that 
he authorized the 1992 death- 
squad slayings of nine students 
and a professor at La Cantuta 
"University and the 1991 killings 


ed in the rampage, some with 
“life-threatening injuries" The 
assailant was killed by a church 
security guard, Meyers said. 

When police arrived on the 
scene after receiving an emergen- 
су call “they found that the active 
shooter had been shot by a secu- 
rity staff member of the church,” 
Meyers said. "А courageous secu- 
rity staff member who probably 
saved many lives today” 

Earlier reports had put the 
number kiled in Colorado 
Springs at five. 2 

It was unclear if the shootings 
were related, but Arvada Police 
Chief Don Wick said his office 
was working with its counter- 
parts in Colorado Springs to de- 
termine if there was а link. 

The two shootings took place 
120 km apart—a one-and-a-half 


Е 


hour drive. 

The shooting in Colorado 
Springs occurred near the New 
Life Church, an evangelical con- 
gregation of about 10,000 mem- 
bers. 

“It’s a sad day and a tragic day 
їп Colorado Springs,” said Mayor 
Lionel Rivera. “This is not the 
kind of things you expect in our 
community.” 

‘The church pastor, Brady Boyd, 
saw the shooting from his office. 
“What I experienced from my 
window was surreal,” he said. 

Congregants “came to church 
to worship, what happened today 
"was a tragedy" said Boyd. “Its 
unfortunate that we live in a soci- 
ety where this happens, but it 
does." 

The New Life Church made 
headlines in 2006 when its 


founder and pastor, Ted Haggard, 
resigned after admitting to what 
he called "sexual immorality” 
Haggard had a high public profile 
and was a vocal supporter of 
President George W. Bush in 
2004. 

The Colorado shootings came 
just days after a teenager armed 
with a semi-automatic rifle 
opened fire on Christmas shop- 
pers at an Omaha shopping mall 
in Nebraska on Wednesday, 
killing at least eight people before 
turning the gun on himself. 

Last week's mall rampage in 
Nebraska had already revived de- 
bate about gun crime in the Unit- 
ed States, which authorities say is 
home to more than 200 million 
privately owned firearms for a 
population of just over 300 mil- 
lion. AFP 


A growing source of fear 
for migrants in Malaysia 


whippings, imprison- 
mentand deportation. 
In 2005, the govern- 
ment transformed a vol- 
unter self-defense 
coms, created in the 
1960s to guard against 
Communists, ino a 


U.S.A. 


Colorado 


жы 


“eolorado юш 


@ ху Two ed and wo кулед 
‘her guna eed mascnay 
талар септе 


|) colorado Springs Four wounded 
"when gunman oponed fie ouside New 
Ше Church after Sunday services 
REUTERS 8, 


INTERNATIONAL RUBBISH 

A scavenger picks through rubbish опа. 
mountainous dump on the Sidon seafront 
in south Lebanon on Nov. 12. The dump, 
towering about 20 m high near schools, 
hospitals and apartment blocks in 
Lebanon's third biggest city, has partially 
collapsed into the Mediterranean atleast 
‘twice, prompting complaints from 
Cyprus, Syria and Turkey after currents 
swept rubbish on to their beaches. келэ 


ваза 


out warrants, brutalize 
inhabitants, extort mon- 
ey and confiscate cell- 
phones, clothing, jewelry 
and household goods, 
before handcufing mi- 
grants and transporting 
them to detention camps 


himself at a window, 
peering into the dark 
streets outside the tiny 
apartment where his fel- 


of 15 people in a tenement in Li- 
ma's Barrios Altos neighbor- 
hood. If convicted, he faces up to 
30 years in prison and a fine of 
some $33 million, 

He is also charged with order- 
ing the kidnapping of a promi- 
nent journalist and a business- 
man, who were interrogated by 
army intelligence agents and ге- 
leased. 

Fujimori, 69, denies any in- 
volvement. 

In later trials the judges will 
weigh whether Fujimori illegally 
used $15 million in state money 
to pay his intelligence chief 
Viadimiro Montesinos to quit, 
authorized bribes to congress- 
men and illegal phone taps, and 
secretly bought a TV station for 
political propaganda with state 
money. 

A separate court will deter- 
mine whether Fujimori ordered 
an illegal search of the apart- 
ment of Montesinos’ estranged 
wife in which military aides pos- 
ing as a prosecution team took 
‘away more than 50 boxes and 50 
suitcases suspected of containing 
incriminating evidence. 


gle” 


lion 


low migrant 
sleep 10 toa room. 

"We always fear, espe- 
cially at night,” he said. 
“Maybe there will be a 
raid. Where will we run? 
I worry for my wife and 
children. Гуе been think- 
ing of moving to the jun- 


Kang Long, 43, is an 
ethnic Chin refugee from 
Burma (Myanmar), one 
of as many as three mil- 
foreign workers 
whose labor on farms, 
factories and construc- 
tion sites and in service 
industries supports the 
economy of this bustling 
Southeast Asian nation. 
About half are estimated 
tobe here illegally. 

Like foreign workers 
elsewhere, they are re- 
sented by many local 
people and demonized 
by politicians. Here in 
Malaysia they have be- 
come the targets of an 
expanding campaign of 
harassment, 


workers 


grants. 


trained 


40 raids a night. 


foreign human 


volunteers, 


gal detention. 


arrest, 


strike force deputized to 
hunt down illegal immi- 


This force, called Rela, 
now numbers nearly half 
а million mostly un- 

volun- 
teers—more than the to- 
tal number of Malaysia's 
military and police in 
this nation of 27 million. 
Iis leaders are armed and 
have the right to enter a 
home or search a person. 
on the street without a 
warrant. By an official 
count, its uniformed vol- 
unteers сапу out 30 to 


As it takes over more 
police and prison duties, 
Rela is drawing the con- 
demnation of local and 


groups. They accuse the 
some 

young as 16, of violence, 

‘extortion, theft and ille- 


"They break into mi- 
grant lodgings in the 
middle of the night with- 


for illegal immigrants,” 
Human Rights Watch 
said in a report in May. 

They often fail to hon- 
or legitimate documen- 
tation and sometimes 
destroy documents in or- 
der to jusify their ac- 
tions, the group said. 

In an interview, Rela's 
director-general, Zaidon 
Asmuni, dismissed the 
concems of human 
rights groups, saying the 
nation's security was at 
stake and demanded an 
aggressive defense. “We 
have no more Commu- 
nists at the moment, but 
we are now facing illegal 
immigrants,” he said. “As 
you know, in Malaysia il 
legal immigrants are en- 
emy No. 2." Enemy No. 
1, he said, was drugs. 

Шера! immigrants, if 
caught, are brought be- 
fore a judge for a trial. If 
convicted, they face up 
to five years in jail and a 
whipping, then deporta- 
tion. NYT 


rights 


as 


Casinos in Macau victims of colossal Las Vegas-style scam 


HONG KONG—ILLEGAL, 
under-the-table betting is de- 
priving Macau casinos of up to 
50 percent of all gambling rev- 
enues, a report on Monday said, 
in a scam reminiscent of the 
mafia's Las Vegas heyday. 

The widespread “skimming” 
could have lost the city’s giant 
casinos more than HK$100 bil- 
lion (US$13 billion) in the past 
five years, according to a survey 
of industry executives polled by 
the South China Morning Post. 

If the size of the scam is cor- 
rect, the English-language daily 


problems 


blers. 
Manual 


CIA official in 


said it would represent the 
biggest known example of casi- 
no skimming ever, costing the 
Macau taxpayers $40 bi 
over five years. 

The survey asked five senior 
executives at licensed casinos in 
Macau how big they thought the 


respondents said the illegal ас- 
tivity represented 78 percent of 
the official market for VIP gam- 


director of Macau’s Gaming In- 
spection and Co-ordination bu- 


ion 
newspaper. 


was. On average, the 


Joaquim das Neves, 


US Congress 


inquiry called a ‘hero’ 


WASHINGTON—AT A CONFERENCE IN 
El Paso in mid-August, Rep. Silvestre 
Reyes of Texas, the Democratic chair of the 
House Intelligence Committee, heaped 
praise on a man whose exploits, he joked, 
had been the inspiration for the television 
show “24.” 

From fast cars to fine wines, Reyes said, 
the appetites of the man, Jose A. Rodriguez 
J, are the stuff of legend. Then turning se- 
rious, Reyes hailed Rodriguez's three 
decades of undercover work for the CIA, 
where he recently stepped down as head of 
its clandestine service, and called Ro- 
driguez an ‘American hero.” 

Four months later, Rodriguez's role in the 
destruction of hundreds of hours of video- 
tape of harsh interrogations of two opera- 
tives of al-Qaida is at the center of an in- 
quiry by Reyes’ committee on Capitol Hill. 
‘With a separate Justice Department inquiry 
that could lead to a full criminal investiga- 
tion into the matter, the man who spent a 
career in the shadows has been thrust un- 
easily into the spotlight. 

Rodriguez is hardly the only current or 
former agency official under scrutiny. In the 
months ahead, investigators will try to re- 
construct the chain of events leading up to 


the decision in November 2005 to destroy 
the interrogation tapes, and to determine 
who else inside the agency may have ap- 
proved the decision. 

According to a former top intelligence of- 
ficial who has spoken to Rodriguez in re- 
cent days, Rodriguez remains confident 
that he acted lawfully and had the authori- 
ty to destroy the tapes. He could not be 
reached for comment. Whether CIA 
lawyers in fact approved the destruction 
will be а question for investigators in 
Congress, the Justice Department and the 
CIA inspector general's office. Some con- 
gressional officials said they want to know 
why Porter J. Goss, the CIA director at the 
time the tapes were destroyed, appears 
never to have notified congressional com- 
mittees about the destruction. 

Reyes declined a request on Sunday for 
an interview about Rodriguez, but issued 
a statement saying his committee is plan- 
ning not just to examine the circum- 
stances of the destruction of the video- 
tapes, but to conduct a “broad review" of 
the CIA's detention and interrogation pro- 
gram. 

“Tm not looking for scapegoats,” his 
statement said. NYT 


reau, denied the problem was so 
"widespread, but conceded it 
needed to be addressed. 

"The government is aware of 
this problem and has been tak- 
ing measures to prevent it," he 
was quoted as saying by the 


Side-betting occurs when a 
gambler and a junket agent—the 
key figures in bringing high- 
rollers to each casino and much 
sought after by operators—ne- 
gotiate an "off-table" agreement 
before entering a casino. 

Under the agreement, each 


amount bet on the table will be 
matched or multiplied by a sepa- 
rate "off-table bet” between the 
two sides, without the casinos 
knowledge. 

The bet would avoid the high 
40-percent tax on gross casino 
revenues in Macau, allowing the 
junket operator to offer a better 
retur to the gambler. 

“A high tax rate will always 
provide an incentive for some 
Operators to take revenue ‘off the 
table,” said David Green, a part- 
ner at financial services firm 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in 


LINCOLD 

Icicles hang from a statue of Abraham 
Lincoln in Springfield, Ill, on Dec. 9. The 
brunt of an icy winter storm system hit 
central Ilinois leaving up to a quarter ofan 


inch of ice accumulation. в 


Macau. 

“Side betting is notoriously 
difficult to detect. I suspect it af- 
fects all casino jurisdictions with 
VIP operations. It should be rec- 
ognized for what itis: a financial 
crime.” 

The tiny southern Chinese ter- 
ritory has become a gaming 
haven in recent years, attracting 
major US casino operators from 
Las Vegas. 

Last year, it overtook the total 
revenues for 40 gaming centers 
along Las Vegas's famous strip on 
the back of fervent gambling 


from mainland Chinese. 

Organized crime bosses 
played a major role in the financ- 
ing of hotels in “Sin City” helping 
speed up the city’s development 
in the 1950s and over the next 
30 years skimmed millions of 
unreported, untaxed dollars out 
ofthe city 

Their decline from the end of 
the 1960s was depicted in the 
film “Casino” starring Robert De 
Niro, with the Ете ending 
showing the destruction of the 
old hotels to make way for the 
gambling palaces. ` АЕР 


Canada judge says U 
no haven for refugees 


LATE LAST MONTH, A FEDERA] 
judge in Canada ruled that the 
United States had violated inter- 
national conventions on torture 
and the rights of refugees. 

The decision has caused quite a 
sir in Canada. The Globe and 
Mail, a Toronto newspaper, said it 
was “outrageous, and has the 
whiff of Canadian cultural superi- 
ority about it.” 

‘The decision, by Justice Michael 
1. Phelan, does at first blush sound 
like a judicial stunt. You don't of- 
ten see judges instructing their 
‘own governments about how to 
conduct foreign affairs. It is less 
‘common still to see them engag- 
ing in freelance diplomacy by 
chastising foreign governments. 

Phelan's decision was, more- 
over, based on affidavits from 
about a dozen American profes- 
sors and lawyers, However sound 
their criticisms of American prac- 
tices were, it was odd to see them 
addressed to a foreign judge. The 
mix of aromas surrounding the 
decision included a whiff of forum 
shopping. 


And yet. 

‘There was a sound legal reason 
for Phelan to be addressing Ameri- 
сап practices and policies. The 
case concerned a 2002 agreement 
between the United States and 
Canada on the treatment of peo- 
ple fleeing persecution from other 
places, and the agreement itself 
requires compliance with interna- 
tional conventions on refugees 
and torture. 

Under the deal, which became 
effective three years ago this 
month, people from other coun- 
tries entering Canada from the 
‘United States by land could no 
Jonger ask for asylum, on the theo- 
ту that they should have done so in 
the United States. (The agreement 
works in reverse, too, but most 
refugee traffic moves north.) 

But the deal, known as the Safe 
Third Country Agreement, sets 
conditions based on the intema- 
tional conventions, and Phelan 
said the United States had in re- 
cent years not lived up to them. 

Phelan declared the 2002 
agreement invalid. NYT 
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Opposition parties join Pakistan poll 


ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN—THE TWO MAIN OP- 
position parties led by Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz 
Sharif said they would participate in Jan. 8 parlia- 
mentary elections, despite deep misgivings about 
whether the vote could be free and fair. 


The move came as an opposi- 
tion call to boycott the elections 
foundered Sunday. 

Sharif, che former prime minis- 
ter who returned from exile two 
‘weeks ago but has been barred 
from running himself, would 
marshal his party to participate in 


elections, Ahsan Iqbal, a party 
spokesperson said. 

Sharif had called for a boycott 
of the election to protest the con- 
tinued rule of Pakistan's presi- 
dent, Pervez Musharraf, who im- 
posed a state of emergency on 
Nov. 3, suspending the constitu- 


of the race, Iqbal said. 


to Musharraf. 


tion and dismissing the Supreme 
Court. But when Bhutto, also a 
former prime minister, made it 
dear that her party would run, 
‘Sharif could not afford to stay out 


‘The parties that will participate 
say they are doing so “under 
protest,” and that they will mount 
а campaign against unfair elec- 
tion conditions and the govem- 
ments efforts to return a parlia- 
ment and government favorable 


The participation of the main 
opposition parties would grant 


some credibility to Musharraf. 
Opposition groups that support a 
boycott argue that fair elections 
would be impossible with the 
county sil under emergency 
rule, the news media muzzled, 
and а pro-Musharraf caretaker 
government, election commission 
and newly appointed Supreme 
‘Court in place. 

Bhutto said her Pakistan Peo- 
ples Party would participate in the 
elections to force them open and 
prevent the pro-Musharraf coali- 
tion from winning a majority. 

“We believe it is important to 


take part under protest because 
by boycotting we play into the 
hands of Musharraf,” she said in a 
telephone interview on Sunday 
from her home in the United Arab 
Emirates, where she spent the 


weekend. 


Musharraf has said he will lift 
emergency rule on Sunday and 
has pledged to hold “fair and free 
elections according to the consti- 


tution.” 


Meanwhile, Sharifs marshal- 
ing of his supporters represents a 
strong challenge to Musharraf. 
Sharif leads a faction of the Pak- 


istan Muslim League and his base 
of support is Punjab, Pakistan's 
most populous province and the 
most important in the electoral 
college. His participation is likely 
to cut into the strength of the bloc 
of the Pakistan Muslim League 
that supports Musharraf. 

The opposition parties have 
been drawing up a list of de- 
mands for the government to ad- 
dress to ensure free and fair elec- 
tions. Those are likely to include 
appointing a neutral caretaker 
government and election com- 
mission. NYT 


Brave effort for an oil ч that won't be contame Shuttle launch 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—THOUSANDS OF 
fishermen, soldiers and volunteers struggled 
‘on Sunday to clean up an oil spill that has 
caused an environmental disaster in South Ko- 
теа. It has blackened once-scenic beaches, 
coated birds and oysters in sludge and driven 
away tourists with its stomach-chuming 
stench. 

But the 7,000 people mobilized were too 
few to clean up the oil slick, which has been 
‘washing up since Saturday along a 19-kilome- 
terdong shoreline of the nation’s west coast. 
Strong tides, which dragged the sludge before 
pushing it shore again, hampered the cleanup 
operations by villagers, who complained of 
headaches and nausea ftom the stench. 

‘The oil pill occurred Friday when the steel 
wire linking a tugboat to a barge carrying a 
crane snapped in stormy seas. The barge 
lurched toward the Hebei Spirit, a Hong Kong- 
registered oil tanker, which was at anchor, and 
punched three holes nto йз hull 

‘The spill came a week after the South Kore- 
an port town of Yosu won the right to be the 
host in 2012 for an international event called 
Expo. Bidding for the event, South Korea 
championed the theme of “the living ocean 
and coast,” a slogan it hoped would bolster en- 
vironmental awareness in Asia. 

‘The size of the oil spill was about one-fourth 
that of the 260,000 barrels, or 11 million gal- 
lons, leaked into Prince William Sound off 
Alaska from the Exxon Valdez in 1989. It was 
twice as big as a spill ой South Korea in 1995 
that cost $101 million in damages to fishermen 
and required a cleanup operation that took 
months. 

Ву Sunday, it became clear to local residents 
that they were battling an environmental dis- 
aster. The tidal flats near Taean County, about 


152 km southwest of Seoul, are home to rich 
wildlife, oysters and fish farms, and a national 
park. Each year, millions of tourists flock there 
to bathe in the summer or watch migrating 
birds stop to feed in the muddy flats teeming 
with dams. About 64,000 people live in Taean. 
The provincial government appealed to 
people to donate used clothes for soldiers who 
were collecting the sludge in the freezing cold. 


The central government declared a state of 
disaster, which makes it easier for regional 
governments to mobilize personnel and equip- 
ment. 

Neither ship involved in the spill was in dan- 
ger of sinking, and there were no casualties. 
But the tanker spilled an estimated 10.6 mil- 
lion liters, of crude oil before the last of the 
three holes was plugged Sunday. NYT 


AU 


m Я 


holds his oysters 
covered with crude 


oil on Shinduri beach 


in Taean, west of 


Seoul, South Korea, 


on Dec. 10. 


» 


TRETA delayed until 


e] Janusty 


CAPE CANAVERAL, FLA—NASA ON SUN- 
DAY delayed the launching of the space shuttle 
Adantis until at least Jan. 2 to give engineers 
time to diagnose and fix its balky fuel tank sen- 
sors. 

The Aight, originally scheduled for Thurs- 
day and then rescheduled for Sunday, was giv- 
en its latest postponement when one of four 
critical sensors in the liquid hydrogen section 
of the external tank malfunctioned during ear- 
1y moming fueling. 

National Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration officials said at a news conference that 
technicians would try to isolate and repair the 
problem while the Atlantis stayed on its 
Jaunching pad here at the Kennedy Space Cen- 
ter If the issue requires a rolling back of the 
shuttle to its hangar for repairs, the new 
launching date probably would slip later into 
January said LeRoy Cain, head of the mission 
‘management team. 

“We have a lot of options before we deter- 
mine if we have to roll back,” Cain said. 

William Gerstenmaies, director of space 
flight for the agency, said there was enough 
margin in next year’s launching plans that a 
January flight by the Atlantis should not inter- 
fere with another shuttle mission scheduled 
for February. 

The main mission for the Atlantis and its 
crew of seven is to deliver and install a large 
European science laboratory on the Interna- 
tional Space Station. Nasa had until Dec. 14 to 
see the shuttle off before its last launching wi 
dow of the year would close. NYT 


Canada's worst serial killing: Pig farmer found guilty of killing prostitutes 


VANCOUVER, _CANADA—PIG 
farmer Robert “Willy” Pickton 
was found guilty Sunday of sec- 
ond-degree murder in the deaths 
of six women, in Canada's worst 
serial killings. 

The 10-month trial and unani- 
mous jury verdict dealt only with 
six of 26 murder charges against 
the 58-year-old, who was con- 
victed in the deaths of Mamie 
Frey, Sereena Abotsway, Mona 
Wilson, Andrea Joesbury, Brenda 
Ann Wolfe and Georgina Faith 


for his conviction on the six sec- 
ond-degree murder charges. 
Pickton returns to court for sen- 
tencing on Tuesday. 

‘A second trial on the remain- 
ing 20 murder charges he faces 
gets underway on Jan. 17. 

Prosecutors had argued 
throughout his trial that Pickton 
picked up drug-addicted prosti- 
tutes from Vancouvers squalid 
Downtown Eastside, killed them, 
butchered them and disposed of 
their bodies by feeding them to 
pigs or taking them to a render- 
ing plant. 

ickton’s defense team did not 
dispute that the women’s body 
parts, DNA or belongings were 
found on his farm 

But they argued that many 
other people frequented the pig 
farm, and also that Pickton was 
not intelligent enough to plan, 
execute and conceal the mur- 
ders. 

‘After the verdict, defense 
lawyer Peter Ritchie told re- 
porters that the fact that the jury 
did not find Pickton guilty of 
first-degree murder means that 
they “werent satisfied he (alone) 
committed the murders. You can 
draw that from the convictions." 

But Crown counsel Stan Lowe 
hailed the verdicts as a “а confir- 
mation of our assessment of the 


‘women. 


evidence in this case. Mr. Pickton 
murdered these women.” 

‘An avalanche of ghastly evi- 
dence was presented at the trial, 
while more than 100 witnesses 
took the stand. 

Police testified about finding 
three severed heads and other 
body parts in a freezer and buck- 
ets on Pickton’s area pig farm, 
human bones beneath a pig pen, 
and a gun with a dildo over its 
muzzle holding traces of DNA 
from Pickton and one of the 


One prosecution witness testi- 
fied in court that she saw Pickton 
butcher a woman hanging on a 
meat hook at his farm. 

‘Another witness said Pickton 
had once described to him how 
he used handcuffs, a wire and a 
belt to Kill prostitutes, then 
butchered them and disposed of 
their bodies. 

Pickton, an angular man with 


ЗАМ. 13,2003 courtroom drawing of Robert William Pickton. 


minster. 


ond-degree murder 


Jank grey hair who has been in 
jail since his arrest in February 
2002, slumped almost motion- 
less throughout the trial. 

He appeared slightly anxious 
just before the jury's verdict as 
sheriffs ushered him into the 
court in the suburb of New West- 


‘Screams of “No!” from friends 
and relatives of the victims rang 
through the small dark court- 
room as the jury foreperson first 
read out verdicts of “not guilty” 
of first-degree murder. 

Then, almost immediately, 
people in the public gallery 
sobbed and hugged each other as 
the panel of seven men and five 
women delivered a “guilty” ver- 
dict on the lesser offences of sec- 


Both first and second-degree 
convictions in Canada mean the 
convicted person intended to Kill 
Second-degree, however, means 


the jury was not convinced the 
murders were deliberate and 
planned. 

Rick Frey, father of Mamie, 
criticized the verdict, telling AFP: 
"you don't kill six people over а 
period of time and there's no рге- 
meditated intent.” 

But he said the ruling was bet- 
ter than an acquittal. “It could 
have been better, but it could 
have been a hell of a lot worse.” 


After the verdict was read, 
dozens thronged in the square to 
light candles in memory of the 
victims, most of whom were 
known drug addicts who had 
vanished between the late 1970s 
and 2002 from the sex strolls of 
‘Vancouver's Downtown Eastside. 

А police task force formed in 
2001 investigated Pickton’s farm 
after police arrested him in an 
unrelated investigation into ille- 


gal guns. 

Murray Watson, foster brother 
of one of victims named in the 
second trial, told the public 
broadcaster CBC that Sundays 
verdict was “good,” but said he 
was eager for convictions in the 
other cases as well. 

"We need a second trial,” he 
said. "There won't be no closure 
with the families if we don't have 
that second trial.” AFP 


World's most deadly serial killers 


ALIST OF SOME OF THE 
world's most notorious serial 
killers in recent history: 

© Alexander Pichushkin, Russia. 
Nicknamed the "Chessboard 
murderer,” he was sentenced in 
October to life in prison for killing 
48 people. The supermarket 
worker said he felt ike God as he 
decided whether his victims 
should live or die, and hoped to 
puta coin on every square ofa 
64-square chessboard for each of 
his victims. 

° Pedro Alonso Lopez, Colombia. 
Nicknamed the "Monster of the 
Andes," he was suspected of 
killing 300 people in Colombia, 
Ecuador and Peru. He was con- 
victed in 1980 on 57 charges. 
© Harold Shipman, Britain. The 
Manchester, England, doctor was 
sentenced to 15 life terms for 
murdering elderly and middie- 
aged female patients between 
March 1995 and July 1998. A final 
report in 2005 said the so-called 
“Dr. Death” probably killed 250 
people in all, starting when he be- 
gan practicing medicine. Shipman 
committed suicide in January 
2004. 

* Hu Wanlin, China. Arrested in 
January 1999 on suspicion of 
causing the deaths of 146 people. 
A self-proclaimed healer and an 


ex-convict, he called himself a 
doctor with magical healing pow- 
ers. Itis unclear how he caused 


the deaths. 


ө Luis Alfredo Gavarito, Colom- 
bia. In 1999, Gavarito confessed 
to the murders of 140 people. 

* Donald Henry Gaskins, United 
States. Executed in 1991 for a se- 
ries of murders. Gaskins likely 
killed more than 100 people. 

© Javed Iqbal; Pakistan. Iqbal 
was sentenced to death in 2000 
for murdering and mutilating 100 


children. 


© Henry Lee Lucas, United 

States. Lucas was sentenced to 
death for the 1979 murder of an 
unidentified hitchhiker. In the 
19805, he admitted to hundreds of 
killings but later recanted and his 
death sentence was commuted to 


life in prison. 


• Delfina and Maria de Jesus 
Gonzales, Mexico. Owners of a 
brothel, the sisters were sen- 
tenced to 40 years in prison in 
1964 for killing 80 women and at 


least 11 men. 


ө Andrei Chikatilo, Russia. 
Known as the "Rostov Ripper", 
Chikatilo was convicted of 52 
murders in 1992, having con- 
fessed to 55 and “possibly more." 
Anatoly Onoprienko, Ukraine. 
During a five-year reign of terror 


up to 1996, Onoprienko killed 52 
people. He was sentenced to 
death in 1999, 

* Gary Leon Ridgway, United 
States. Ridgway, a former truck 
painter, was dubbed the "Green 
River Killer" for the location where 
he dumped several bodies. He. 
killed 48 prostitutes, runaways 
and drug addicts during a murder 
spree that stunned the Seattle 
area. He was sentenced to life in 
prison without parole in 2003 af- 
ter agreeing to help police find the 
bodies. 

© Theodore "Ted" Bundy, United 
States. Bundy admitted to killing 
36 young women and was also 
linked to murders in the states of 
Washington, Oregon, Utah and 
Colorado. He once bragged he 
killed atleast 100 women and was 
executed in 1989. 

© John Wayne Gacy, United 
States. Arrested in 1978, he killed 
33 young men and boys, burying 
most of their bodies in a crawl 
space beneath his house. Execut- 
ed in May 1994. 

ө Jeffrey Dahmer, United States. 
Sentenced to several life terms in 
1992 for the murders of 17 young 
men and boys in a 13-year ram- 
page of dismemberment and can- 
nibalism. He was killed in prison 
inNovember1994, Reuters 
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Olympian 
fastest man 


in the 


By Musong В. Castillo 


pool 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAILAND—DANIEL COAK- 
ley sank the Southeast Asian Games mark in the 50-me- 
ter freestyle and Miguel Molina bagged a third gold 
that climaxed a bountiful day for the Filipinos in the 


pool Monday night. 


Ryan Arabejo scooped up his second 
gold in these Games by ruling the 200 
2 «v „backstroke as the Filipinos surpassed 
their 2005 effort in Los Baños, Laguna, 
going into the final day of action on 
Tuesday at His Majesty the King’s 80th 
Nirth Anniversary pool here. 
Coakley, the 17-year-old great 


grandson of two-time Olympic medal- 
ist Teofilo Yldefonso, bagged the 
Philippines’ third gold for the night by 
clocking 22.80 seconds, shading the 
22.98, established in the 2005 Manila 
Games by Thailand's Arwut Chaina- 
passen. 

Chainapasaen settled for the silver 


this time. 

Chainapasaen, the 26-year-old Thai 
who won the Asian Indoor gold this 
year and the pre-meet favorite, nipped 
Singapore's Russell Ong, who clocked 
2351 

Born and raised in Hawaii, Coakley 
blitzed the field to crown himself the 
Games’ fastest man in the pool. 

His victory came minutes after 
Arabejo struck again and Molina re- 
peated the hat-trick he pulled off in 
2005 

“They are inspired because they gave 
а good account of themselves in the re- 
lay (Sunday night) where we almost 
won the gold medal,” said national 
swimming president Mark Joseph. 


DAILY INQUIRER 


Molina won the gold in the 400 and 
200 individual medley as well as a sil- 
ver in the relay on Friday and Saturday. 

‘Molina and Coakley were in the 
4x100 freestyle relay team that fin- 
ished a strong second to Singapore 
Sunday night. The quartet improved on 
the Philippines bronze-medal finish in 
2005. 

Arabejo, who also won the 200 back- 
stroke on Saturday, clocked 15 minutes 
and 53.16 seconds in winning the 
1,500 freestyle over Thailand's Tharn- 
nawat Worakiart (15:58.92) and Sin- 
gapore's Marcus Cheah (16:07.99). 

A high school student at Kapalua in 
Hawaii, Coakley also became the 
fourth Filipino to make it to next year’s 
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Beijing Olympics after Molina, Arabejo 
and James Walsh. 

Walsh, who was also in the 400 relay 
team with Kendrick Uy, will see action 
in the 200 butterfly. 

“The adrenaline of the team is still 
flowing up until this point and we hope 
to win at least one more gold (at the 
close of swimming competitions Tues- 
day)," Joseph said. 

Molina, who swims for the Universi- 
ty of California, vies in his final event 
on Tuesday in the 200 freestyle, an 
event he narrowly failed to win at the 
‘Trace Aquatic Center in Los Bafios, La- 
guna, two years ago. 

“He's raring to go,” Joseph said of 
Molina. “We will go for one more.” 


Pascua, Ilustre keep track of Thai volleybelles 


By Musong R. Castillo 


while the Laborte-Carolino duo 


fellto2-1. 


.  NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THE 
7 Philippine tandem of Diane Pas- 
cua and Heidi Ilustre won a third 
straight match Monday and 
stayed in second place behind 
„equally unbeaten Thailand in pool 
В of beach volleyball action at the 
24th Southeast Asian Games. 
Tustre-Pascua, Filipino-Ameri- 
cans being honed for the 2008 
Beijing Olympics, overwhelmed 
he Laotian pair of Davy Sammav- 
ing and Metta Vongnalath, 21-5, 
21-5, at His Majesty the King’s 
80th Birth Anniversary court here. 
- While Pascua and lustre kept 
„фе Thai pair of Yupa Phokong- 
ploy and Kulna Kamolip, who 
. holds a 4-0 record, within reach, 
Michelle Labore and Michella 
„Carolino took a first loss in three 
games on Sunday, 13-21, 11-21, 
to Thais Usa Tenpaksee and 
Jarunee Sannok. 
. The Tenpaksee-Sannok com- 
bine improved to 3-0 in Pool A 


Pascua and Dustre have now 
dropped a total of 48 points 
counting their 21-11, 21-11 beat- 
ing of the Malaysian pair of Teng 
Kee Luk and Isw Ari Manokharan 
on Saturday. 

In billiards, former double World 
Pool champ Ronnie Alcano ripped 
Thailand's Tepwin Arunnath, 9-2, 
to advance to the &-ball quarterfi- 
nals at the Sima Thani Hall 

‘Alcano was the only Filipino 
representative in the singles after 
Dennis Orcollo failed to make the 
trip because of a viral infection. 

In cycling, Jan Paul Morales 
won the bronze medal in the 1-km 
time trial, clocking 1-minute and 
7.244 seconds. It was a Malaysian 
1-2 in the event as Mohd Rizal 
Tisin won the gold after timing 
1:05.980 and Mohd Azizulhasni 
captured the silver at 1:06.645. 

Аргу Eppinger finished fifth in 
the women’s 500-meter cycling 
time trial, clocking 39.322 sec- 


with a time of 


in 36.492 and 


onds with a top speed of 45.775 
kph at the modem velodrome. 
Uyun Muzizah won the gold 


land's Jutatip Maneephan second 


ARCHER Amaya Paz (center) goes up against Singapore's Lee Bee 
‘Teng (right) in the quarterfinals today after hurd 

Syhalath in the elimination round of the women's individual 
compound, 115-80. 


36.453 with Thai- 


Malaysia's Fatehah 


Laos’ Viengkeo 


Mustapa third in 37.185. 

In fencing, Team Philippines 
settled for the silver medal after 
geting dumped by Vietnam, 26- 
45, in the women's saber finals. 

The men's foil squad also suf- 
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In tennis, Eric Taino joined Ce- 
cil Mamiit in the men’s singles 


Quan Do of Vietnam, 6-2, 6-1, be- 
fore Czarina Mae Arevalo took the 


Indonesia 
Myanmar 
Laos 
Cambodia 
Brunei 
Timor Leste 


59 
46 
2 
© 
53 


door in women's play, losing 1-6, 
3-6 to No. 2 seed Nudnida Luang- 
nam of Thailand, 

The Marniit-Dy mixed doubles 
team also advanced after a 6-2, 7- 
5 win over the Indon team of vet- 
eran Wynne Adiati Prakusya and 
Christopher Benjamin Rungkat. 
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RP finalists rise 


to 10 in 


By Recah Trinidad 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THREE FEMALE 
Filipino fighters registered resounding vic- 
tories in а brilliant -charge Monday that 
made ita total of ten finalists for the Philip- 
pine team that's being pressed against the 
ropes by host Thailand in their grim battle 
for boxing supremacy. 

Light flyweight Alice Kate Aparri, light ban- 
tamweight Annalisa Cruz and lightweight 
Mitchel Martinez, all golden winners in Ba- 
colod City two years ago, marched hand-in-hand to the 
gold-medal round in overwhelming fashion to the awe of a. 
pro-Thai crowd at the Meaungpug Municipal Gymnasium. 

Itwasall systems go for the RP team as Aparri blasted Vi- 
etman's Nguyen Thi Hoa, 13-2, Cruz ousted Та Ngan 
Hang Le (RSC outscored, 18-3), before Martinez punctuat- 
‘ed the 3-for-3 surge with a shutout of Laotian Manivone 
Phimsomphon, 15-0 (RSCO). 

There was hushed cheering in the RP camp though as 
"Thai women fighters, as rugged and sharp as the Pinay 
punchers, also barreled into the finals in similar sensational 
fashion. 

Together with seven RP fighters who formally moved in- 
to the finals Sunday the three Filipinos who triumphed yes- 
terday will all be clashing for the gold medal against the 


boxing 


Thais who have not lost a single bout after four 
days of boxing action. 

Four more RP boxers—bantamweight Junel 
‘Cantancio, lightweight Jogen Ladon, light fiy- 
weight Albert Pabila and light heavyweight 
Mariano Tabangcora—see action in the ex- 
tended semifinal round today and could make 
ita total of 14 finalists for the Philippines that 
has already lost three fighters. 

‘The RP women boxers are favored to land 
the gold but their male counterparts, part of 
the so-called RP Team В, will have to surpass 
themselves if they are to win their final assignments and 
raise the sagging hopes of the entire Philippine delegation. 

“We're still on target and we hope to win as many gold 
medals as possible,” said Amateur Boxing Association of 
the Philippines president Manny Lopez. 

So far, the boxing tournament has not been tainted with 
questionable scoring which had been the bane of past re- 
gional competitions when ће intemational amateur box- 
ing body was still ruled by the infamous Anwar Chowdry of 
Pakistan. 

But Filipino boxers, faced with the best fighters from 
host Thailand, cannot rely solely on fair and honest officiat- 
ing if they are to retain the overall championship won in 
the 2005 edition of the SEA Games hosted by the Philip- 
pines. 


! E : 
LIGHT bantamweight Annalisa Cruz (right) pummels Vietnam's Thi Ngan Hang Le in 
Monday's semifinal bout to enter the finals of the SEA Games boxing competition. marruma 


SEAG five wants stronger tournament 


GAMES WEDNESDAY 


By Musong R. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—WITH THE 
imminent reaffirmation of the Philip- 
pines as king of Southeast Asian. basket- 
ball, PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad 
said that his league has done its job and 
would tum over the responsibility to an- 
other group. 


“We've validated the point that the land.” 


ketball in the region,” Trinidad said on 
‘Monday, during a break in 24th South- 
east Asian Games play for the Filipinos. 
"We know that our (PBL) standard is far 
from that of the region. 

"Ts time we give this (Southeast 
Asian Games) responsibility to some 
other group and for us to be given a new 
responsibility for a higher challenge.” 

‘Trinidad, also the acting team manag- 
er of the RP five, said the PBL is ready to 


the national team culled from PBL play- 
ers could focus its resources on, saying 
that job belongs to the Samahang Bes- 
ketbol ng Pilipinas. 

“Ie could be anything as long as the 
task is higher because the essence of 
competition is to challenge yourself” 
‘Trinidad said. 

“People may laugh at me for what I 
am saying, but ambition has always 
been the start of something.” 

Meanwhile, the RP five, banlaolled 
by Harbour Centre owner Mikee 
Romero, will leave much of their equip- 


Philippines is unbeatable in men’s bas- 


и 


‘SUPER SUBSTITUTE: Anthony Fernando. 


He declined to say what tournament 


ment to the Cambodian national team, 


whose appearance here has been spon- 
sored by the organizing Thailand Sports 
Authority. 

Shoes, practice jersey, gym bags and 
even the balls the Philippine team used 
for practice will be given to the Cambo- 
dians, some of whom played in the bas- 
кефа] toumament using badminton 
and tennis shoes. 

The Filipinos tore the Cambodians to 
shreds, 136-82, in their debut, before 
plastering Indonesia, 75-49 at the Kee- 
lapirom Stadium here. They need to win 
two more games to put away the cham- 
pionship. 


Fiery Fernando shoots 69 
as RP golfers take control 


By Musong В. Castillo. 


BONANZA RANCH KHAOYAI—AN 
ace for an ace. 

Anthony Fernando played like the 
original Philippine team spearhead he 
replaced, firing а three-under-par 69 
and boosting the Filipinos to the first- 
round lead with a 209 total at the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games. 

Jonel Ababa and Ferdinand Aunzo 
contributed 70s ina brilliant day at the 
Jong Bonanza course here for the Fil- 
ipinos, who had to throw away a re- 
spectable 74 by Mark Femando. 

"The RP squad led Indonesia by one 
shot and Thailand, champion at the 
recent Putra Cup, by five. 

Fernando, the 26-year-old reigning 
RP Amateur champion who made it to 
the SEAG after amateur ace Jay Bay- 
ron opted to turn pro, gunned down 
four birdies in the windy conditions. 

Andik Mauludin took the individual 


ead with a 68 and lifted the Indone- 
sians, who drew 71s from Hardjito 
and Yuniarto Benita, to a 210 total. 

The Thais could not get going and 
tallied only 214 for fourth, a rung be- 
hind the Malaysians who pooled 212 
on the strength of AM. Nazaris 69. 

К. Aphibarmrat and Varut Chom- 
chalam shot 71s and either the 72s of 
Т Khrongpa and Pipatpong Naewsuk 
counted for Thailand's output. 

‘The Filipinos are defending the 
team gold they won at The Country 
Club in Laguna in 2005. Juvic Pagun- 
san made it a sweep for the RP squad. 
by easily topping individual play. 

"The thing going for us is that (the 
RP team) is a closely knit group,” non- 
playing skipper Caloy Coscoluella 
said. “There are no stars in this team, 
only players who want to playand win 
this event for the country. 

Tied for second with Malaysia's 
Nazari, Anthony Fernando's only bo- 


gey came on the par-S second, where 
he hit his second shot from 240 yards 
to the right, then missed the green. 

Ababa, the first winner of the Na- 
tional Caddies Open, bogeyed the two 
par-5s in the front nine off duck-hook 
drives before coming home with a 33. 

‘Aunzo had three birdies and a bo- 
gey. 

Apart from Nazaris 69, Malaysia 
drew a 71 from Amli Mohayadeen 
anda72from Edmund Au. 

The 54-hole women’s play starts 
Tuesday with the Philippines fieldinga 
band-aid team following the failure of 
spearheads Jayvie Agojo and Dottie 
Ardina to get reprieves from their re- 
spective schools in the United States. 

Veteran Anya Tanpinco is the team's 
spearhead with the long-hirting Regi- 
па de Guzman and Chihiro Ikeda tak- 
ing the places of Agojo and Ardina. 
Only the top two of three scores will 
count towards the team total. 


HERE IS А CONTINUATION TO THE 
list of Filipino basketball Olympians as 
requested by reader Isabelo Filomeno 
of Cagayan de Oro City. 

In the 1956 Melbourne Olympics, 
the much-respected Leo Prieto called 
the shots for the Philippine national 
team, The country finished seventh, 
with the United States winning its 
fourth straight Olympic gold since 
|. 1936 when the sport made its Olympic 
debut in Berlin, 

‘Composing Реко team were the 
fabled Carlos Loyzaga, Ramon Campos 
Е Jr, Antonio Genato, captain; Loreto 
Carbonell, Carlos Badion, Rafael Ваг- 
reto, Eduardo Lim, Ramon Manulat, 
Leonardo Marquicias, Mariano Tolenti- 
no, Martin Urra and Antonio Villamor. 
Francis Wilson and Mario Ballesteros 
were the alternates 

Results in Melbourne: RP d. Thai- 
land, 55-44; RP d. Japan, 76-61; RP 
lost to US, 53-121; RP lost to Uruguay, 
70-79; RP d. France, 65-58; RP lost to 
Chile, 69-88; RP lost to Bulgaria, 70- 
80; while RP d. Chile, 75-68. 

The other RP Olympic teams: 

1960 ROME—Kurt Bachmann, 
Geronimo Cruz, Alfonso Marquez, 


Manolo S S 
R. Inigo ANEA 


Edgardo Pacheco, Carlos Badion, cap- 
tain; Emilio Achacoso, Narciso Bemar- 
do, Edgardo Ocampo, Constancio Or- 
tiz, Cristobal Ramas, Edgardo Roque 
and Roberto Yburan. The coach was 
Arturo “Luli” Rius. No altemate was 
named. 

The Philippines placed 11th while 
the US won Из fifth consecutive basket- 
ball title. 

Results in Rome: RP lost to Poland, 
RP d. Spain, 84-82; RP lost to Uruguay, 
76-80; RP d. Puerto Rico, 82-80; RP d. 
Bulgaria by default; RP lost to Hungary, 
70-81; RP lost to France, 75-122; RP d. 
Mexico. 65-64. 

1964 TOKYO—Arturo Valenzona, 
Alfonso Marquez, Edgardo Pacheco, 
Alberto Reynoso, Elias Tolentino, En- 
grado Arazas, Narciso Bemardo, 
Edgardo Ocampo, captain; Manuel 


How RP cagers fared in the Olympics 


Jocson, Felix Flores, Renato Reyes and 
Edgardo Roque. Valentin Eduque men- 
tored the team while nó alternate was 
The Filipinos landed sixth and did 
not qualify The Americans won—as 
expected—nailing their sixth straight 


85-90; RP d. Malaysia, 85-55; RP d. Re- 
public of China, 95-71; RP lost to In- 
donesia, 66-98; RP lost to Cuba, 69-84; 
RP lost to Australia, 69-71; RP d. Thai- 
land, 98-71; RP lost to Canada, 63-68; 
and RP d. South Korea, 90-58. 

1968 MEXICO—Robert Jaworski, 
Orlando Bauzon, Danilo Florencio, 
Jaime Mariano, Alfonso Marquez, Al- 
berto Reynoso, captain; Elias Tolentino 
Jc, Edgardo Ocampo, Adriano Papa Jr, 
Renato Reyes, Rogelio Melencio and 
Joaquin Rojas. Carlos Loyzaga was the 
‘coach, while Freddie Webb and Roehl 
Nadurata were the akemates. 

The Philippines finished 13th, with 
the US winning its seventh title in a 
row. 

Results in Mexico: RP lost to Italy 
66-91; RP lost to Spain, 79-108; RP lost 
to US, 75-96; RP lost to Panama, 92- 


95; RP lost to Puerto Rico, 65-89; RP d. 
Senegal, 80-68; RP lost to Yugoslavia, 
68-89; RP d. Morocco, 86-57; and RP 
d. South Korea, 66-63. 

1972 MUNICH—Freddie Webb, 
William Adomado, Rosalio Martires, 
Jaime Mariano, Manuel Paner, Edgar- 
do Ocampo, captain; Narciso Bernar- 
do, Ricardo Cleofas, Danilo Florencio, 
Rogelio Melencio, Adriano Papa Jr. and 
Marte Samson. Ignacio Ramos handled 
the team. There was no alternate. 

The Philippines placed 13th but the 
biggest news was Russia's victory over 
the US in their battle for the gold. 

Results in Munich: RP lost to 
Poland, 75-90; RP lost to Puerto Rico, 
72-92; RP lost to West Germany, 74-93; 
RP lost to Yugoslavia, 76-117; RP d. 

68-62; RP lost to Russia, 80- 
101; RP lost to Italy 81-101; RP d. 
Egypt by default, 20; and RP d. Japan, 
82-73. 

Birthday greetings to my niece, 
Adelfa "Ipay" Lacuna-Aquino, who is 
marking another milestone today. Ipay 
is a longtime resident of Bernadette. 
Circle, Monmouth junction, New Jer- 
sey. 


i 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER | 1, 2007 
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(As of Dec. 10, 2007) 
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Wang, aspiring teacher bag wushu golds PE 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—WORLD. 
champion Willy Wang defended his 
Southeast Asian Games nanquan title 
while Mariane Mariano provided the sur- 
prise win Monday in the games’ 24th edi- 
tion atthe Kebkanjana CTech gym here. 

Wang, who won a world title in Bei- 
jing only last month, turned in his 
lowest score yet of 9.50 in the nangun 
(Southern-style cudgel) but it was 
still enough to top the three-event 
competition with a 28.60 total, .18 


points ahead of Vietnam's Khanh 
Pham Quoc who submitted 28.42. 

Mariano beat Myanmar's Khain Yar 
Zar in the sanshou under -60kg finals, 
2-0, for the sport's second gold. 

The win surprised many as Mari- 
ano joined the RP Team only five 
months ago. But the 19-year-old Edu- 
cation student at the University of 
Cordilleras said she expected it 

“Nu'ng tinalo ko po ‘yung (When I 
beat) Thai (Ratree Kraekhe) last Sun- 


day, parang alam ko na pong manana- 
lo ako (I was already expecting that I 
would win),” Mariano. 
bay po lalo ng puso ko yon (it 
strengthened my desire to win).” 
Wushu federation chief Julian Ca- 
macho had predicted at least three 
gold medals for his team but was hap- 
ру with his wards’ performance just 
the same. 
“At least, nakapagbigay para sa 
bayan (they contributed to the coun- 


“Nagpati- 


try)," Camacho said. 

Settling for the silver medals were 
sanshou teammates Mary Jane Est- 
mar and Benjie Rivera in the under- 
52kg and men's under -56kg, respec- 
tively, to go with the bronze-medal ef- 
forts of Rene Catalan (under -52kg), 
Daniel Parantac and Janice Hung in 

juan two-events on Sunday. 

Thw 2-2-3 finish enabled the Fil- 
ipinos to finish second behind event 
champion Vietnam (6-3-1). 

SAR 


Dagmil leaps to gold, 


By Musong В. Castillo 


Dagmil trained 


under former 


Olympic decathlon bronze medalist 


NAKHON — RATCHASIMA—Henry 
Dagmil fell short of fulfilling a 
promise on Monday but still shat- 
tered the long jump mark that 
propped up the Philippine athletics 
contingent in the 24th Southeast 
Asian Games. 

‘The 26-year-old Army enlisted man 
leapt to a distance of 7.87 meters right 
in his first try as the Philippines won its 
first gold in two days and fourth overall 
in track and field at the His Majesty the 
King’s 80th Birth Anniversary Stadium 
here. 

Dagmils golden effort also sealed 
another RP sweep in the event, count- 
ing Marestela Torres successful defense 
of her title on Saturday when she 
clinched her second straight Games 
gold in her final try. 

‘Though he promised track and field 
officials that he would breach the 8-me- 
ter mark here, Dagmils effort came asa 
fitting prelude to at least two more gold 
medals the Philippines is expecting to 
win at the close of action Tuesday. 

Dagmil, who set the old mark of 7.81 
in Manila two years ago, said that a cru- 
cial two-month break in training in the 
United States hampered his prepara- 
tions to go beyond eight meters. 

“It was the recurrence of an old leg 
injury,” Dagmil, who failed to land a 
medal in the Doha Asian Games last 
year, told the Ingumer in Filipino. “I 
stopped training for two months in the 
US and I think that made the differ- 
ence.” 

Keeratikom Janmanee of Thailand 
bagged the silver with a leap of 7.75, 
while Mohd Syahrul Amri Mohd Suhai- 
mi of Malaysia scooped up the bronze 
at7.48. 


the 


= 


RONNIE Alcano carries Philippine hopes in 
men's 9-ball singles event. плитам 


Chris Huffin earlier 
program that sent Filipino athletes, Tor- 
res included, who are being prepared 
for the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

Athletics has now won four of the 
Philippine gold medal haul, two of 
them in record style counting Amiel 
Ferrera’s 60.98-meter heave of the 
hammer Saturday. 

On tap for Tuesday are the men’s 400 
meters, where defending champion 
Julius Nierras is heavily favored, espe- 
cially after topping the second semifinal 
heat with a 47.15-second clocking, the 
best by anyone. 

‘The Philippines actually moved two 
bets into that medal run with Ernie 
Candelario, 
Vietnam, finishing second behind 
Achmad Sumarsono in the first 
semis heat at 48.22 

Danilo Fresnedi will shoot for 
the javelin gold for a third straight 
SEAG also Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, 
thung Srisung swept the long 
distance events and reaf- 
firmed his mastery of 
Julius 
later leaving the 
Filipino eating. 
his dust at 


is yearas partofa 


the 2003 champion in 


Thailand's Boon- 


Sermona 


halfway 
mark of the 


Sermona clocked 31 min- 

utes and 16.75 seconds in finish- 
ing second to Srisung, who checked 
home 
30:51.66. 


all alone after timing 


Morales 


HENRY Dagmil cracks his own SEAG mark with a leap of 7.87 meters right on 
his first try en route to the gold medal. 


settles for bronze 


А 


behind Malaysian cyclists 


NAKHON — RATCHASIMA—JAN 
Paul Morales could only settle for 
the bronze medal against a pair of 
Australian-trained Malaysian riders 
in track cycling’s men’s 1-kilo Mon- 
day at the velodrome of the His 
Majestys 80th Birthday Anniver- 
sary Main Stadium. 

Morales clocked one minute and 
7.244 seconds on the 333.33 brand 
new concrete track, a time that beat 
his personal best by almost two sec- 
onds. 

Mohammad Rizal Tisin, who 
wasn't at the Doha Asian Games in 
2006 but was in Australia for inten- 
sive training, was timed an amazing 
1:05.980 for the gold medal. His 
compatriot, Mohammad Azizulhas- 
ni, booked 1:06.645 for the silver 
medal. 

Morales's bronze was the Philip- 
pines’ sixth medal in cycling after 
Joey Barba's gold in men's downhill 
of mountain bike, Eusebio 


Quinones's silver and Nino Surban's 
bronze in men’s crosscountry also 
of mountain bike and the bronze 
medals of Nino Surban also in 
men's croscounty and Baby 
Marites Bitbi's in women's cross- 
country and road's 30-km individu- 
al time trial. 

Bert Lina, president of the 
PhilCycling, cheered the Nationals 


along with his wife Sylvia. "Not 
bad,” the couple said of the perfor- 
mance that kicked off track hostili- 
ties of the 24th Southeast Asian 
Games. 

The kilo and the women's 500 
meters are not actually the Filipino 
riders’ forte, but the Malaysians. 

Also in the men’s kilo, Filipino- 
American Steve Pelaez warmed 
his legs and finished fifth in 
1:08.670. Apryl Eppinger, the Fil- 
ipino-Australian on the team, was 
fifth in the 500 (39.322) topped 
by Indonesian strongwoman 
Uyun Muzizah (36.453), Thai Ju- 
tatip Maneephan (36.492) and 
Malaysian Fatehah Mustapa 
(37.185). 

A total of 11 gold medals are 
staked on the track—six in the 
men's and five in the women's. The 
Philippines’ Alfie Catalan is the de- 
fending gold medalist in the men’s 
individual pursuit. 


Palace names priest PSC executive director 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


A REVAMP IS UNDERWAY IN THE PHILIP- 
pine Sports Commission, but it has so far 
only reached the middle management. 

PSG chair Butch Ramirez yesterday an- 
nounced the appointment of new executive di- 
rector in Fr Vicente Lim Uy SVD, the first 
priest to be appointed as official in the 17 years 
ofthe agency. 

“Irs a welcome change for us because this is 
the first time a priest is appointed, we are ex- 
cited to know the changes he will effec,” said 
Ramirez. 

‘The erstwhile rector and vice president for 


finance of the University of San Carlos re- 
placed Cesar Pradas, who served for three 
‘years in an acting capacity. 

Pradas, according to Ramirez, will retain his 
office, staff and function as PSC planning offi 
cer 5. 

Fr. Uy was set to arrive yesterday from Cebu 
City to officially assume office where Ramirez 
said he is expected to effect major changes in 
the PSC. 

His appointment, said Ramirez, came 
straight from Malacanang which should su- 
percede any civil service eligibilities. 

Ес Uy appointment came days after Ba- 
colod-based sportswriter/official Eric Lorerizo 


‘was named as replacement to outgoing com- 
missioner Leon Montemayor. 

The chair said Loretizo won't have any line 
function because the commissioners and chair 
are just policy makers Its the executive direc- 
tor who runs the daily operations of the PSC. 

Meanwhile, Ramirez confirmed the reports 
that commissioner Joey Mundo, head of the 
"Thailand Southeast Asian Games secretariat, is 
currently in Kuwait through an invitation of 
the Kuwaiti shooting team. 

The chair said he approved of Mundo's trip 
“out of good faith” but admitted that the com- 
missioner may have committed “conflict of in- 
terest” in pursuing his travel. 


WILLY Wang lives up to billing 


Pascua-Ilustre 


unrelenting 
with third 
straight win 


By Musong В. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THE PHILIPPINE 
tandem of Diane Pascua and Heidi lustre 
notched their third straight victory, 21-5, 21-5, 
at the expense of Laotian pair Davy Sammav- 
ing and Metta Vongnalath in beach volleyball 
action of the 24th Southeast Asian Games on 
Monday at His Majesty the King’s 80th An- 
niversary court here. 

On Sunday, the Pasuca-Ilustre tandem al- 
so beat the Indon pair of Siam Ayu and 
Susilowati Efa, 21-10, 21-6. 

Pascua-llustre, a pairing whose ultimate 
goal is to make the Beijing Olympics next 
year, has dropped a total of just 48 points 
counting its 21-11, 21-11 beating of the 
Malaysian pair of Teng Kee Luk and Isw Ari 
Manokharan on Saturday. 

Pascua and Ilustre trails the Thai pair of 
Yupa Phokongploy and Kulna Kamoltip, 
who holds a 4-0 record. 

While Pascua and Ilustre remained un- 
scathed in Pool B, Michelle Laborte and 
Michelle Carolino absorbed their first loss 
in three games, bowing to Thais Usa Ten- 
paksee and Jarunee Sannok, 13-21, 11-21. 

Yupa Phokongploy and Kulna Kamoltip 
remained atop Pool B with a 3-0 record 
ter a 21-7, 21-6 demolition job of the wi 
less Davy Sammaving-Metta Vongnalath 
pair from Laos. 

Carolino-Laborte was 2-1 counting victo- 
ries over squads from Singapore and Viet- 
nam, but the tandem was just in third spot 
behind the pacesetting 2-0 cards of its Thai 
conquerors and Malaysia's Teck hua Luk 
and Shung Ting Beh. 


Filipino boat 
teams begin 
medal quest 


PATTAYA—THE RP MEN'S AND WOMEN'S 
teams in the traditional boat race plunge in- 
to action Tuesday, hoping to gain a head- 
start in their bid to keep the titles in the 
1000-meter and 500-m events in the 24th 
Southeast Asian 

Games. 

‘The opening race at 
the enormous Mab 
Prachan Reservoir will 
determine which of 
the entries will run in 
Wednesday's finals in 
the men's and wom- 
en's divisions of the longer event. 

On Thursday, the preliminary heats—if 
there are more entries—will be done in the 
500-meter event in both men and women’s 
division. The final is set Friday. 

"We will defend, we will defend," empha- 
sized Nestor Hagan, head coach of the RP 
team, as he, alongside association president 
Rommuel Celestino and women's team man- 
ager Ma. Cristina Ocba, emerged from the 
‘Ambassador Hotel to accompany the team to 
light workouts at the reservoir. 


Tough challenge 

арап and everybody else in the team be- 
lieve Myanmar and Indonesia are likely to 
give the RP bets a tough challenge, but they 
are also not discounting Viemam, which they 
say, is a hard-fighting team capable of pulling 
off surprises. 

The Indonesian team gave the Filipino 
paddlers a tough fight during the Manila SEA 
Games. The Indonesians salvaged silver 
then. 

Myanmar, on the other hand, sports some 
grit in short distance, and is thus expected to 
give the Philippines a run for its money in the 
500m race. 

‘And yet, if only for the four gold medals 
they won in international tournaments prior 
to this event, the men’s paddlers stand a 
handsome chance of keeping the titles in 
both distances. 

The opponents, particularly the Thais, 
have already had a good idea of what to ex- 
pect from the Filipinos, who topped the In- 
ternational Swan Race which Thailand host? 
ed in September. 


_ ЭРЫ 


THE LAKERS’ Sasha Vujacic (18) gets fouled by the Warriors Stephen Jackson Sunday. 


Williams enjoys work after retirement 


By Jasmine W. Payo and Tonette Orejas, 
Anquirer Central Luzon 


RETIREMENT ONLY MEANT MORE WORK 
for former Detroit Pistons forward Jerome 
Williams. 

But the 6-foot-9 cager nicknamed as the 
“Junk Yard Dog or JYD” isn't complaining. 

Now a community ambassador for NBA 
Cares, Williams planed in to Manila yesterday 
before leaving for Angeles City, Pampanga, to 
‘work on programs that will support the Fil- 
ipino youth, education, family and health. 

“I want to use this opportunity to see the 
basketball fans I heard about,” said Williams 
during yesterday's press conference at 
Bayview Park Hotel. 

‘And hours later, the 34-year-old basked on 
the experience as he got a rousing welcome 
from the students of Angeles University Foun- 
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Maamo tops поп-таѕќег 
TOP SEED HARISSON MAAMO HUM- 
bled Richelieu Salcedo in 55 moves of 
an English opening to rule the first leg of 
the MCC non-master standard chess. 
tourney held over the weekend at St. 
Francis Square in Mandaluyong City. 

Maamo wound up with 5.0 points on 
four wins and two draws. Tied for sec- 
опо and third with 4.5 points each were 
Peter Lim and Roberto Torres. 


NCA circuit up Dec. 18 

THE NATIONAL COCKERS' ASSOCIATION 
(NCA) will hold the opener of its derby cir- 
cuit on Dec. 18 at the Rizal Multipurpose 
Building in Pasig City. 

This will be followed by the Olympics 
of cockfighting, the NCA World Champi- 
onship Derby, on Jan. 8, 10, and 12. 

Among the NCA members are Rep. 
Iggy Arroyo and Julio Jalandoni, Jerry 
Ramos, Bebot Villar, Ferdie Buensalida, 
Efren Canlas and Butch Pichay. 


UGBA finals today 
CHAMPIONSHIP BATTLES UNFOLD TO- 
day and on Thursday in connection with 
the UGBA Heritage Cup National 9-stag 
derby featuring 120 fights at the Araneta 
Coliseum. 

At the end of semifinal round last Sat- 
urday, four out of 632 participants lead 
the pack with six wins each: sabong idol 
Patrick Antonio of Team Sagupaan, 
‘Charlie Yu and Jimmy Canda of 
Salpukan Davao and Nestor Vendevil of 
‘Nueva Ecija (68-ОМЕ). 

Six bets have 5.5 points, 41 with 5 
points, 23 with 4.5 and 71 with 4 points. 


BY TOP CHOICE 


Rate 1—(Qr/TiBlack Emperor (2), Playing 
Coo! (6), Shy Girt (4), Our Hope (5) 

Race 2—(Penta/OrVTij—Real Cub (3), Madera 
|; Gueen (Emperor (810 Prony 


) 

Race 3—(Ti)—Sharp Cooke (9), Ultra Rose (4), 
‘Jackson Jaz/Pernicious (1 

Race A—(PentaQrVTi)- hamplon Of Show 
(11), Surround Sound (12), Alez Allez (10). 
боп Alejandro (7) Canon Rising (8) 

Race 5—(OrvTi)—Money Bank (3), Visionary 
(2), You Got it Al (5), Yes Sirm Yours (6) 

Race 6—(Penia/Orvii}—Now | Showing (7, 
‘Odyssey (4), BMI Baby (5), Friendly Venture 
(8), Reporter (10) 

Race 7 PentaQrt/) Dancing Slew (7), Red 
Hot Water (4) Joker (5), Advance Party (2), 
Please Don't Stop (8) 

Race 8— Super БЮИЛИ} Queen's Abbey (7), 
Coo! Reception (13), God Money (5), Queen 
Esther (6), Unleashed (10), Jay Nicole (1) 


dation where he received a medal for his 


sports and community achievements. 


“Overwhelming, unbelievable,” Williams 
told the Inquirer of the reception he received. 
Tt was his first visit to the Philippines and 
the students, he said, gave him an additional 
connection to the country. Williams knew the 

country only through his Filipino-American 


friend, Kevin Herod. 


Hundreds of well-wishers wore gray shirts 
bearing his famous three-letter nickname and 
an image of a famous pose he did for the Pis- 


tons. 
The university commended Williams 
"fine example of hard work, dedication. 


‘commitment to education" and his “staunch 
advocacy and active involvement in commu- 
nity development and youth empowerment 


programs." 


Williams came together with NBA enter- 


KATRINE Alendal of Team Gracie tries to pin down Tonya Evinger of. 
Team Shamrock during their match at the Araneta Coliseum on 


‘Sunday. Tonya won by submission. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


TORONTO—CHRIS BOSH RE- 
turned from injury to score 21 
points and lead the Toronto Rap- 
tors to a 93-80 victory over the 
Houston Rockets on Sunday. 

Bosh, who had missed five games 
with a strained groin, also had 10 re- 
bounds and four blocked shots. 

“Tt just took me a couple minutes,” 
Bosh, who was 1-for.7 in the first half, 
told reporters. 

Houston led 45-34 at the half, but 
the Raptors held the Rockets to 11 
points in the third quarter and went 
onan 18-3 run to seize а 62-56 lead. 

Anthony Parker had nine of his 11 
points in the quarter and Bosh con- 
tributed seven. 

"The thing I love about this team is 
we stay with it. No matter what hap- 
pens, we continue to try playing de- 
fense, and keep taking those shots,” 


> Ems Bosh said, 


then scored 10 of his 16 points in the 
fourth quarter and pulled down nine 
rebounds forthe game. 

Tracy McGrady led Houston with 
23 points. Yao Ming added 15 points, 
six rebounds and three blocked shots. 

Miami coach Pat Riley won his 
1,200th NBA game as Dwyane Wade 
had 35 points and 10 assists to help 
the Heat end a five-game losing streak 
with a 100-94 road win over the Los 
Angeles Clippers. 

Riley, who has a 1,200-642 record, 
became the third NBA coach to reach 
the milestone. Corey Maggette paced 
the Clippers with 24 points and 12 re- 
bounds. 

Brandon Roy put Portland ahead 
for the last time with а layup as the 
Trail Blazers beat the Milwaukee 
Bucks 117-113 in overtime for their 
third straight win. 

Roy who finished with 26 points, 
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seconds left. 

LaMarcus Aldridge added 24 points 
for the ‘Trail Blazers. Mo Williams 
topped Milwaukee with 33, 

‘Kobe Bryant scored 20 of his game- 
high 28 points in the second half when 
the Los Angeles Lakers beat the Gold- 
en State Warriors, 123-113, for their 
third straight win. 

Andrew Bynum added 20 points 
and 11 rebounds for the Lakers. Baron. 
Davis led Golden State with 20. 

Chauncey Billups scored 20 points, 
Antonio McDyess 19 and Richard 
Hamilton 18 to lead the Detroit Pis- 
tons to a 104-85 home win over the 
Charlotte Bobcats. 

Caron Butlers 28 points powered 
the Washington Wizards to a 104-89 
home win over the New Jersey Nets. 

Vince Carter had 30 for New Jersey 
and Jason Kidd delivered a triple-dou- 
ble with 13 points, 13 assists and 10 


^* Toronto forward Kris Humphries 


tainment executive director Donald Ross Ш 
and Jemel Buck, operations director of 
‘Adams, a non-profit community center. 

Both were also conferred with medals on 
the occasion of the 100th birthday of AUF 
founder Dr. Barbara Yap-Angeles. 

Williams aim to launch several programs, 
including the development of a basketball 
academy in his week-long visit. 

“Our objective is to evaluate the youth and 
see the level of competitive play” he said. 

“We want to lift the level of standard in bas- 
ketball and to regain [our lofty status) in 
Asia," said AUF president Dr. Emmanuel An- 
geles. "But this Б not purely basketball. We'll 
also see how we can sponsor programs to im- 
prove the quality of the lives of our people.” 

"Tm excited for this opportunity and Tm 
looking forward to a wonderful experience,” 
said Williams. 


forhis 
and 


CALL IT OVERCONFIDENCE, BUT MIXED 
martial arts legend Josh Barnett's team pre- 
dicted his team would sweep the squad of 
Gokor Chivichyan in the last part of the 
“Ring of Fire: World Team Challenge” at the 
Araneta Coliseum Sunday night. 

“Tm very confident that my team is the 
toughest because my team can beat everybody 
and we are aiming at a possible sweep,” said 
Barnett, the King of Fancrase champion, before 
the event started. 

‘True enough, Koji Oishi, Yuki Kondo, Rena- 
to Sobral and Jeff Monson dominated their re- 
spective rivals with a combination of raw pow- 
er and technique. The match between Ginele 
Marquez of Team Barnett and Amanda Buckn- 
er of Team Gokor was canceléd after Buckner 
tipped the scales two pounds beyond the 130 
Ib-weight limit. 

‘The triumvirate (Osihi, Kondo and Monson) 


VETERAN STEWART MANAOG SETTLED 
for a quick draw against fellow National 
Master Ernesto Fernandez in the sixth and 
final round to rule the ninth leg of the Na- 
tional Chess Federation. of the Philippines 
Executives and Professionals Chess Chal- 
lenge at the Greenhouse Grill, Diliman, 
Quezon City, on Saturday. 

Manaog tallied 5.5 points on five wins and 
опе draw to claim his first title in the event 
supported by NCFP director and Benguet 


zowwrces Governor Raul Molintas and supported by 


gave Portland a 113-112 lead with 24 


rebounds. Reuters. 


JEROME Williams with Dr. Emmanuel Angeles, Jemel Buck and 
Donald Ross ll during yesterday's press conference at Bayview Hotel. 
поовлотом 


Barnett’s team sweeps 
rival in Ring of Fire tilt 


scored third round unanimous decision wins 
over Karen Darabyedan, August Wallen and 
Hakim Gouram of Team Gokor, respectively, 
while Sobral needed 3 minutes and 33 sec- 
onds in the first round to beat Rodney Faverus 
via submission. 

In the undercard matches, two Filipino 
fighters fell by the wayside in the event orga- 
nized by Fearless Fighting Productions and Las 
Vegas-based Platinum Fighting Productions 
and supported by the tourism department and 
Crowne Plaza Hotel and Suites. 

Salvador “Badong” Domasian of Elorde 
Mixed Martial Arts Team bowed to Zach “The 
Lisbon Outlaw” Light of California while Lino 
"The Terminator" Tagacay of the Red Comer 
Gym yielded to Justine “Spike 22 Cure Bread” 
Cruz of Guam. 

Earlier, Team Shamrock also swept Team 
Gracie with a5-0-victory. Marlon Bernardino 


Manaog tops executive chess 


NCEP chair Rep. Matias Defensor, GM Eugene 
Torre, IM Rudy Tan Cardoso and Cebu sports- 
man Matias Aznar. 

Fernandez accumulated 4.0 points and 
shared second to fifth places with Leodegario 
Ricana, Dr Jenny Mayor and Trine Olmedo. 

Meanwhile, ай is set for the Marikina City 
Age Group Invitational Chess Championships 
‘which offers a total prize of P15,500 on Dec. 
23 at the Marikina Sports Complex in Mariki- 
na City. Call 0919-6268874, 933-6719. Mar- 
lon Bernardino 


Miíioza gets ATP Special Achievement Award 


BANGKOK—CHINESE STAR LIANG 
Wen-chong has been voted the 
Asian Tour Players’ Player of the 
Year, capping a breakthrough sea- 
son that saw him win the UBS Or- 
der of Merittitle. 

Filipino veteran Frankie Mifioza 
picked up the other main gong at a 
ceremony here Sunday night when he 
won the Special Achievement Award 
for an outstanding season in which he 
won once on the Asian Tour and 
Japan Golf Tour. 

“Tm truly honored. I hope I can win 
thisagain next year" said Mifioza. 

The 29уего Liang who 
dinched the money race crown at the 
Volvo Masters of Asia here on Sunday, 


got the nod fora sterling season which 
included one victory and eight other 
Top-10 finishes. 

Liang also picked up the Lowest 
Stroke Average Award with 7041, 
pipping Thailand's Thongchai Jaidee 
to the accolade as the most consistent. 
player on the Asian Tour this season. 

Bagging the top three awards com- 
pleted a remarkable journey for the 
Zhongshan-based Liang, who burst 
onto the professional scene in 1999 
before gradually completing his rise to 
the top of the Asian summit. 

Liang replaced India's Jeev Milkha 
Singh as Asia's number one. 

Liang ended the season with a haul 
of $532,590. 


Rookie of the Year award went to 
Australian Scott Hend, who finished 
fourth on the Order of Merit following 
five Top-10s which included runner- 
up finishes at the Pakistan Open and 
‘Volvo China Open. 

Asia's players picked Sentosa Golf 
Club's Serapong Course as the Host 
Venue of the Year for the second suc- 
cessive season. 

Chapchai earned bragging rights as 
the Birdie Leader for the season, while 
Scotsman Simon Yates won the 
Greens in Regulation category. 

Thailand's Prayad Marksaeng, win- 
ner of the season-ending Volvo Mas- 
ters of Asia, topped the Lowest Putting 
Average category. 


AFP FRANKIE MINOZA: Another honor at 48 
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fuel rebate 


са 00.100 о get your own Petron-BPI Mastercard! 


Peso still rising, now at 41.58 to $1 


BSP intervention fails to stop currency’s climb — wswsissue 


хослох 
CuRRENCIES 


DECEMBER 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO SHONE IN LACKLUSTER ASIAN CURRENCY MARKETS 
yesterday to close at a new seven-and-a-half-year high of 41.58 
against the dollar, powered by OFW remittances ahead of the 


Christmas holidays. 

The local currency opened at 41.69 
and hit a low of 41.715 on suspected cen- 
tral bank intervention in early trade, but 
regained its momentum to close at the in- 
tra-day high of 41.58 against the green- 
back. 

The peso is now trading at its strongest 
level since hitting 41.56 to a dollar on 


May 15, 2000. 

Elsewhere in developing Asia, other 
currencies like the Thai baht, Indonesian 
rupiah and Malaysian ringgit posted 
modest gains while the Korean and Tai- 
wanese dollar fell on cautious trading 
ahead of the US Federal Reserve's inter- 
est rate-setting Monday night. The peso 


is Asia's best performing currency for this 
year, having gained about 18 percent 
since January. 

“The BSP (Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas) is trying to temper the peso's ap- 
preciation by buying dollars, but it’s re- 
ally a strong season for OFW (overseas 
Filipino worker) inflows,” a currency 
trader said. 

Another trader said the BSP's interven- 
tion was “not noticeable” given the strong 
influx of foreign funds. 

Global currency markets sold down 
the dollar ahead of an expected interest 
rate cut by. ће US Federal Reserve on 

PESO/B3 
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energy firm 
to invest 
$250M in 
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RP ranks 
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capita scale 


I 


= 


9 


Keep your Toyota Altis 
and Revo running for 
extra super miles! 


With our genuinely affordable 
Toyota SMILE service packages, 
you get nothing less than Toyota 

Genuine Parts and Service. 


e 
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2, 
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Bring your Revo or Altis to any Toyota dealer and 
clutch test or radiator leak test service. PLUS avail of wheel alignment for only P550.00. 


VISIT YOUR TOYOTA DEALER NOW! 


service [ALTIS 


Г REVO 


PACKAGE 


Discounted Price 


SAVE 


P9,946.00 P1,308. 


Savings 


Discounted Price Savings 


SAVE 
P2,432.00 


get FREE brake cleaning, 


ADD-ONS 


Wheel alignment 
included 

PLUS FREE 
10-pt check-up 


if 


Replacement of 
Upper Вай Joint (LH а RH) and 
Lower Вай Joint (LH & ВН) 


P5,335.00 E 


P1,095.00 


save 


P9,647.00 | py 856.00 


00 | радио | 
f 
} 


Wheel alignment 
included 

PLUS FREE 
16-рї check-up 


Replacement of 
Front Brake Pads (LH & RH) 


For as low as 
3,500.00 


SAVE as much as | 
P733.00 


SAVE 


| P3,900.00™ 1 рвво,00 


FREE tightening of 
body bolts & 10-pt 
check-up 


Replacement of 
Rear Brake Shoe (LH & RH) 


For as low as 


SAVE авт 
P1,705.00 4274 


P427.00 | 


ich as p SAVE 


P2,851.00 i езш 


FREE tightening of 
body bolts & 10-pt 


check-up 


Replacement of i 
Clutch Disc, Clutch Cover, 
Release Bearing, 10,733.00 SAVE For as low as ^ 
5 Pilot Bearing”, P1,894.00 ; P10,329.00" 
Rear Crankshaft Oll Seal 


SAVE as much as 


EREE tightening of 
P2,654.00 


body bolts & 10-pt 
Guaranteed service bay and repair for appointment customers* check-up 
Avail of our 3-month 0% interest installment 


plan for Metrobank cardholders. 
(0% ls valid И corresponding monthly amortization is рай in ful.. Subject to bank approval 


Replacement of Upper and 
Lower Radiator Hose and 
Super Long Life Coolant 


FREE labor on coolant 
replacement & 10-pt 
check-up 


|| SAVE as much as 
P499.00 


SAVE 
P448.00 1 


For as low as 


P1,393.00 21156.00 2 


Replacement of Timing Belt, 
«s ег Bearing 182, d 
Front Crankshaft Ой Seal N/A P10,271.00 
and Front Camshaft OIl Seal i 
| P (For Revo w/ 2L engine only) 


SAVE 


TREE tightening of 
P1,813.00 


body bolts and 10-pt 
check-up 


у @ToyoTa 


| 500. 


| THOUSAND 


ae 


Prices are VAT inclusive. Parts and labor Included. 
For current Toyota Altis models (2001 and up). This promo does not apply 
o existing promotional efforts of each dealer. 
* Not applicable И rofacing of rotor disc or flywheel Is necessary 
= For Revo models only 
rice wil change I ywheel or rotor dise refacing s necessary 


Promo period is from 
October 15, 2007 to January 15, 2008. 


TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG, МС, 57-077 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, (4) 4461811 t 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO TY. (074) 4-061 G2) 900-3273 to 74 (074) 390-4128 382S / (074) 443-6778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, С. 306 800 1o 0 / 384-1947 1o 
ЗОРИ o 7S TOYOTA BALINTAWAK NORTH 927.7215 17 30/30. 327-7242 d 221-7 162165127 ТИЙ 8 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, ING.. иЗ 729-7386 (03) 723-7539 TOYOTA SICUTAKPARANAGUE 777-3500 TOYOTA CABANATUAN GT. 
fous 46261 eB TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, МС. (02273-70781 Мб! (088) 858-98 / 08) 838-7770 (002) 737-400 TOYOTA CEBU CY, АС. (032) 253-1161 TOYOTA CERUSHANOAUE, (032) 345-8670 TOYOTA COMMONWEALTH. 952-1021 to 27 
ТОТА CUBO, INC. 11651 V 83 TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITY MG. (075) 517.2028 o 201 (5) 277 / 73A 4773 TOYOTA DASHAMIMS CAVITE, (048) 858 206 / (040) BS 2900/02) 520-016 sales бта / (02) 509 132 saes tax TOYOTA DAVAO CITY, МЕ. 
DEZ) гич on) 234.2904. (0) 2 BD TOYOTA ILOILO CY, INC., (O89) 5a 11 1o 19 TOYOTA MAKAN, МС. 57333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY COR. 832-3405 tă 10 ЗО 0З 23384 3697 TOYOTA MARIKINA SERVICE STATION, 6827010 6 
ЗО OTIS, МС. БАНИ 10 20 TOYOTA PASONG ТАМО, INC., 833-80 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE, АС. 712-507 1o 6 TOYOTA SAN FERNANDO, (s) 961-1188 TOYOTA SHAW, IC., 717-2707 a 08 TOYOTA SHAW-ORTIGAS, 671-9054 1 64 / 671-400 


«Ф TOYOTA 


moving forward > 


Prdview а truly unique townhouse living experlence. Tour the "Podium" and 


үү sownhouse unit of Luntala Valle Varde. 


а - ae. 
Ká aot! jrotiifer development of ORTIGAS & COMPANY, LIMITED PARTNERSHIP www.luntala,com.ph 


пе prs Perd 


/ There are only a few units left, so visit us now and feel the energy of Street Life, 


А Open for viewing up to December 28, 2007 only! 
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Oriental Peninsula gets 
SEC permit to sell shares 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


‘THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
‘Commission (SEC) yesterday issued 
а permit allowing holding firm Ori- 
ental Peninsula Resources Group 
Inc. to pursue its initial public offer 
‘starting yesterday until Dec. 14. 

Oriental Peninsula has also post- 
poned its listing date by a day to 
Dec.19. 

In an order dated Dec. 10, SEC 
director Justina Callangan granted 
a “certificate of permit to sell” in fa- 
vor of Oriental Peninsula authoriz- 
ing the company to sell shares. 

Ina memorandum for brokers also 
circulated yesterday, Asian Alliance 
Investment Corp., the lead under- 
riter for the offer, said the delay in 
securing the permit to sell shares 
stemmed from an SEC requirement 
to make additional disclosures relat- 
ing to the status of pending legal cas- 


es and some minor revisions to the 
‘company's prospectus, which Orien- 
tal Peninsula has complied with. 
Over the weekend, the Philippine 
‘Stock Exchange issued a notice say- 
ing Oriental Peninsula was supposed 
to postpone its offering period slated 
from Dec. 6 to 12 as it awaited the 
SEC's consent to sell shares. 
However, the notice was immedi- 
ately replaced yesterday with an an- 
nouncement that the company was 
pursuing its IPO instead from Dec. 
10 to 14 and listing on Dec. 19. 
Platinum Group Metals Corp. 
(PGMO), an operator of a mining 
project in southern Palawan, alleged 
last week that Oriental Peninsula 
failed to make full disclosure over 
litigation on the Palawan mining 
claims of its subsidiary, Citinickel 
Mines and Development Corp., 
lawyers of Platinum Group had said. 
But Oriental Peninsula said it dis- 


closed all pending cases involving 
the company, Citinickel Mines and 
its Palawan mines, its lawyers 
claimed. 

Oriental Peninsula aims to raise 
some P804 million from the sale of 
300 million shares at the stock mar- 
ket. Its final IPO price is P2.68 a 
share. 

The company earlier disclosed its 
offer price range was between 
P1.98 and P2.98 to generate gross 
proceeds of between P594 million 
and P894 million. 

Proceeds from the offer will help 
fund capital expenditures and 
‘working capital. 

Oriental Peninsula owns 94 per- 
centof City Nickel Mines, which has 
two mining rights in Palawan. 

Filipino groups Golden Spin Re- 
alty Inc. and Citimax Group Inc. 
‘own 38.5 percent and 12.9 percent 
in the company, respectively. 


Death by a thousand cuts 


А YOUNG COUPLE IN EXCELLENT 
health was married for 5 years but 
was unable to produce any children. 
They attended fertility clinics but 
there was nothing wrong with either 
of them. In desperation, they decid- 
ed to consult their family priest. 

“My children,” the priest began. 
“The Lord will listen to your prayers 
and I am sure you will be blessed 
shortly. In fact, [am planning an ex- 
tended stay in Rome for 15 years 
-and while I am in the Vatican, I will 
light a candle for you.” 

"Thank you. Thank you Father,” 
Said the couple. 

Before leaving, the priest 
promised to return and visit them. 

Fifteen years passed and the priest 
‘returned to Manila as a Bishop. 
While resting on his porch one morn- 
ing, he remembered his promise and 
went to visit their home. Sounds of 
‘screaming and crying filled the air 
Overjoyed by the thought that their 
sprayers had been answered, he en- 
tered the house. There stood the dis- 
“traught wife with 15 children. 

“My dear,” said the bishop. “I 
‘wish to congratulate your husband 
for this miracle. Where is he?" 

«Не just left for Rome,” she said 
ina desperate voice. 

” “Rome? Why did he go to Rome?” 
asked the bishop. 

+. “To blow out the candle you lit." 


"LAST Friday, the US Labor Depart- 
‘ment announced that another 94,000 
Jobs had been created, more than the 
80,000 expected and following the 
160,000 created in October. The job- 
Jess rate remained at 4.7 percent 
(low) so there is no sign of a recession. 
{Wages rose by 3.8 percent and con- 
‘sumer expenditure by 3.3 percent, 
both well above the inflation rate and 
‘good. Nevertheless, consumer confi- 
‘dence has fallen to its lowest level in 2 
"years. There are certainly no grounds 
for expecting a half-point rate cut but 
everybody is expecting a quarter- 
point and statements from the Fed 
chair and vice chair indicate that this 
is likely. GDP in the 4th quarter is ex- 
pected to slow from 4.9 percent to 
about 1.5 percent. 

The economy has created 1.3 
million jobs this year, well below 
last year and slightly below the 5- 
year average. US Treasury Secre- 
tary PAULSON said that the job 
market reflected a sound economy. 
Average weekly earings were 
$595, about P24,000 and more 


Shares close 
1.9% lower 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 1.9-PERCENT 
lower yesterday as investors booked profits 
ahead of a key meeting on interest rates by 


the US central bank, dealers said. 


‘They said a rate cut could give the US 
economy a boost amid a worsening housing 


slump and credit squeeze. 


The composite index gave up 69.87 
points to 3,675.52, off a low of 3,665.57. 
‘The broader all-share index fell 30.78 


points to 2,242.85. 


There were 77 decliners and 31 ad- 


yancers, with 49 unchanged. 


‘About two billion shares worth P4 billion 


changed hands. 


_. Expectations of a rate cut by the US Fed- 
‘eral Reserve and receding fears of a US re- 


"cession fueled the recent rally. 


^ But the chances of an aggressive half- 
point cut are now slim following a slightly 
‘better-than-expected US employment re- 


‘port on Friday, some analysts said. 


Mr. BEARBULL .. .. 


Ron Nathan 


than 10 times our weekly average 
wage. The weak dollar helped im- 
prove US exports and Boeing has an 
unfair advantage over Airbus, 
which is priced in expensive euros. 
Bush has announced a plan to help 
borrowers who are in trouble but it 
will be difficult, ifnot impossible, to 
implement. Once a contract is 
signed between two parties, any at- 
tempt of coercion by the govem- 
ment is likely to be thrown out by 
the courts. Only an act of Congress 
could enforce this. Credit cards are 
being used more and more to fund 
purchases and I think that some 
time next year, there will be a sub- 
stantial number of people default- 
ing on their credit cards. 

China is getting positively embar- 
rassed by its foreign reserves, which 
now total a massive $1.5 trillion, 
mostly at the expense of the United 
States. The banks have had to put 
aside another 1 percent of their re- 
serves, making a total of 14.5 percent 
this year. Last week, the yuan was al- 
lowed to appreciate 3 days in succes- 
sion ahead of PAULSON's meeting in 
Beijing next week. China is not suc- 
cumbing to US pressure, it is doing 
this to slow down its economy, which 
cannot sustain a growth rate of 11.5 
percent. This is already causing infla- 
tion to reach 6.5 percent, which is 
more than twice the central banks 
target of 3 percent. Since abandon- 
ing its peg in 2005, the yuan has ap- 
preciated 12 percent against the dol- 
lar and 8 percent against the euro. 
The futures market is betting that the 
yuan will depreciate 9.25 percent 
against the dollar next year. Mean- 
while, China has raised its bank rate 
5 times and its 1-year lending rate is 
7.29 percent. The CSI 300 index has 
risen 147 percent this year. 

‘The Bank of England, grappling 
with inflation, an economic slow- 
down and a certain housing reces- 
sion next year, cut its bank rate from 
5.75 percent to 5.5 percent. House 
prices in the United Kingdom have 
risen even faster than in the United 
States so the potential for a melt- 
down is greater. GDP is only about 
2.4 percent and inflation is slightly 
above the target rate and rising. 


Asian stocks across the region 
rose in line with the surge in the S&P 
500 index and the PHISIX had its 
longest winning streak in 6 months. 
Despite the rise in local stocks, for- 
eign brokers have been consistent 
net sellers for the past 5 weeks of Fil- 
ipino stocks, averaging about P500 
million a day. Clearly, local institu- 
tions have been supporting the mar- 
ket in a big way and most investors 
are happy with their investments. 
CEBU AIR will be allowed to take off 
early next year. Record remittances 
have obscured our poor exports and 
our large trade deficit and pushed 
the peso to 41.75 to a dollar. Call 
centers, which did not hedge the pe- 
so, have incurred large forex losses 
and a few small ones have closed 
down but the industry is still ex- 
panding. IPVG and AO Capital have 
made a bid of $15 а share for PEO- 
PLESUPPORT, which is being evalu- 
ated by the company. ELI is having a 
rights issue of 1 to 3 at Pl, well 
above the current market price. Un- 
less the price exceeds P1 by Dec. 17, 
no investors will take it up. 

‘SPLASH announced that it would 
start distributing its products in the 
United States and Canada, targeting 
Filipinos, Latinos and Hispanics. The 
‘company will capitalize on its skin 
whitening products such as SKIN- 
WHITE and EXTRACT. It will also sell 
THERAHERB (virgin coconut oil) and 
attemptto geta slice ofthe $64-billion 
health and wellness market in North 
‘America. At the end of September, net 
income surged 122 percent on lower 
operating costs. The IPO was poorly 
received and I did not recommend it 
at P8.98 but when it fell to P6.20, 1 
could not resist accumulating the 
shares, as they were dirt-cheap. I ex- 
pect the shares to recover to P9 next 
‘year. I cannot understand this craze to 
{go white. I think brown is more beau- 
tiful (Beyonce and Jessica Alba are my 
crushes) and Lam going on holiday to 
lie in the sun and tum brown. Itisalla. 
pigment of the imagination. 

PUTIN has put in his Greater Rus- 
sia party so he will remain de facto 
the CZAR and his wife the CZAR- 
DINE. On the first day after giving my 
old e-mail address, I received 76 
messages. I answered a few and then 
gave up. There is a great demand by 
the public for a stock exchange 
course but not enough is being done. 
It should not be confined to Manila. 
but should be available in all the ma- 
јог cities. І am over the age limit to 
provide this service unfortunately. 
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Spanish energy firm to invest $250M in biofuel | 


50,000 ha ofland All that gas! 1 


to be planted 

THE OFFICIAL POLICE REPORT, fresh human waste can explode—do none other than Rep. Mikey Arroyo. 

to cassava which was based on an official po- we take it then that, as the biggest les- Xx | 

lice, ah, “theory,” on the "explosion" son we can learn from the explosion, UNDER the original Epira, at least 

at the mall in the hub of this coun- the PNP from now on must closely 70 percent of Napocor's assets and |- 

try's big business, still bothers me. watch the "Malabanan" people? ІРР contracts should have been pri- 
‘The Philippine National Police con- Conrado R. Some terrorists just may use their vatized by 2004. 


BREAKTIME 
By Amy В. Remo 


AN ENERGY FIRM 


ы cluded that the explosion resulted fom Banal Ш goods, right? The law also required that all 
шерди a combination of gas and diesel fumes. xxm Napocor assets and IPP contracts : 
$250 ‘million г т And if we, the public, could not ASFOR THE diesel angle, AyalaLand should be privatized by 2009. 


believe such a finding, according to septictanks. According to the owner officials have been telling the public · Today, only 36 percent of Napocor’s 
the PNB we should just go tocourtto of the mall, which is Ayala Land, it that its diesel tank in the basement assets have been sold. And it still has 
settle the issue. only has a "sump" pit. was only slightly damaged. all the IPP contracts. In other words, 

Right away, sir! Andweshallhave Ву design, sump pits are small Моге importantly, the fuel that only 9 percent of Napocor’s assets and 
to wait for the court’s final judgment holes in the basement. In my littleex- was stored in the tank, well, was still contracts have been privatized. 


velop 50,000 
hectares of land into 
cassava plantations. 

The cassava will 
be used as feed- 


ie opel {попу а couple of centuries! perience with sump pits, which [built inside it. How could the diesel still How could such a thing—what 
Ho Ph i = Its just that, we still do not know іп my house to store the rain that] be there if it was supposed to have did our beloved congressmen call 
Е ar the lessons that we should have use to water the plants, the holes are caused the explosion? it—"benefit” consumers? 
pines. Е learned from the deadly explosion, п only about one square meter in size. Hmm ... Maybe well just stick to ee 

аша ЕЕ Bioen- | Which 11 people actually died, and Ayala Land has been saying all thes..t explanation. BETWEEN us girls, Napocor president 
dead v зе Sykes Г шдет. | dosetoa hundred were injured. along that the sump pit contained eds Cyrill del Callar lobbied hard for House 
ergy had signed a memorandum of under: | War do we do, boss, while the only fresh human waste, both the JUST recently, the House of Repre. Bill No. 3042, or the Epira amendment, 
stan "d wid а арра. oes pue court is deciding whether gas or а solid and liquid kinds, which could sentatives energy committee passed For the past several months, Del 
Development and Commercial Corp. du | bomb caused the explosion? Do we not have produced methaneyet. а resolution amending the Electric Callar was busy giving presentations у 
ing President lacapagal-Arroyo’s two-day | void going to the toilet? In comparison, “septic tanks” con- Power Industry Reform Act of 2001, to powerful members of Congress ` 
аа cet tain the human waste that, after sev- also known as Epira. and to some officials in Malacafiang 


ACCORDING to news reports quot- eral months, promotes the growth of The committee did the feat after on the same Epira amendments. 
е ара ен ing the PNB the "gas" in the explo- microorganisms that, in turn, eat the conducting only three hearings, which The son of his mother did not even 


і h sion was mainly methane. waste and thus give offthe methane. мете also done on short notices. consult the sector that was supposed 
ы кы кнын where завіз Fromwheredid the methanecome There, the septic tanks in our Don't tell me our lawmakers have to benefit from his action, which was 
th in the idus is valid for a year, | ‘eR? Based оп the PNP report, it homesall have methane. Lhate totell become that efficient! none other than the “consumer.” — | 


which із тава бог а Уба | came from human waste accumulat- the PNP this, but searched the Inter- According to our heroic congress- Also, the American Chamber of 
y cca Md RomuiePugat. and edintheseptictankunderthe mall net for a single case of an exploding men, the amendments were meant Commerce in the Philippines was | 


leu. : Now, we all have septic tanks in our septic tank, and Isearched in vain. to speed up the delivery of Epira's rather vocal in its opposition to Del 
Tires Gur шк Salgado Leirado | homes, right? Not only that, all the Тһе explanation is simple: septic benefits to consumers. You know, Callars one-man mission to mangle 
EUR MOU, Abengoa will help the | Places we go to—including the РМР tanks have holes. These holes relieve something that vague! the Epira. 

У identify varied eee Гог euitiva, | headquarters—have septic tanks! the septic tanks of any pressure from Anyway, the House energy commit- But why would Del Callar want -| 
я Ts the PNP telling us we are no methane build-up. For the gas to ex- (ее in effect lowered the threshold of the state-owned firm to continue to 


longer safe everywhere we go, because plode, it must be under intense pres- privatization of Napocor power gen- dominate the power industry, which " 
es coca ea ee would | tcan explode in ourfacesanytime? sure—similar to the LPG gastank. erating assets from 70 percent (inthe Epira precisely wanted to change? 
а IE CUIR xm And so, if we are to believe the original pira) to only 50 percent. Don't tell me he has fallen in love |. 
NE. el ae study the possibility AS IT TURNED out, the mall Ваз по PNP—that even a little amount of Heading the committee move was with the power plants? y 
Of establishing bioethanol production - 
plants in the Philippines. 


venie ces Consumers take to Filipino goods, shun imports 


its feedstock production from the planned 


PHILIPPINE 


distillery in the Philippines to reach some1 By Michelle V. Remo the strong peso, forecast of 10 percent for no longer reflect this corre- PAYROLL 
million to 1.2 million tons, generating The IMF representatives the full year lation. Personal consump- SOFTWARE 
about 150 to 200 million liters of FILIPINO CONSUMERS were in the country to as-  Thelowerthanexpeced боп in the first three quar- : 
bioethanol a year. have shifted their focus sess the overall economy rise in imports came about ters of the year grew by 5.8 
"Through the Abengoa-PADCC working more toward domestically and the government's fiscal despite the 7.l-percent percent, but  impons 
committee, the PADCC will assist Abengoa produced goods and ren- condition. growth of the overall econ- growth during the period 
in conducting capability enhancement dered services—the reason The anemic growth in omy in the first three quar- settled at only 4.4 percent. 
training for farmers. why growth in merchan- imports had been a puzzle ters, beating most expecta- “If the elasticity was still 
Puyat added that Abengoa would lend dise imports has been ane- for some, including Presi- dons. true, imports should have 
its technical expertise in the agricultural micdespite the sharp rise of dent Macapagal-Arroyo, es- Тһе slow growth in im- grown by over 10 percent 
production side to develop high yielding the peso. pecially because the econo- ports also came about de- already" Beltran said. "But 
varieties and increase feedstock productiv- Finance Undersecretary my has been growing faster spite the accelerated rise in consumers now spend 
ity. Gil Вейтал, who also sits as than expected. consumer spending. more on domestically pro- 


“We deeply appreciate the plans of Aben- ап economist of the Devel- The President earlier Beltran said, a better- duced or rendered goods 
goatoassistinthedevelopmentofthelocal opment Budget Coordina- questioned the reported than-expected economic and services.” 
bioethanol industry by producing ethanol tion Committee (DBCC), slowerthan-expected rise growth and rise in con- The growth in personal 
at competitive prices and at the same time, said the growing income of in imports, which was used sumer spending normally consumption in the first 
‘expanding the domestic market for ethanol Filipino households are by the Bureau of Customs push imports to grow much three quarters of the year 


* Standalone Fingerprint Device “E.S 3 
| 512 Props Cary 


Payrol 


gasoline,” Yap said. benefiting local producers as an excuse to explain faster. жаз faster than the 5.3 рег. | with АЙ Mustard Seed Time 

Yap noted that Abengoa and PADCC can and service providers more away shortfalls in the col- И used to be that the cent recorded in the same g Devices smart unliperconpany 
enter into partnerships focusing on energy than foreign traders. lection of import duties. elasticity of imports growth period last year. For the FOR Ss BCR CONTE 
crops development and cost-competitive In an interview with re- Imports in January to to increase in consumer third quarter alone, person- ЁС: a iad 
biomass technology. porters, Beltran said visiting September reached $40.08 spending was at 1.8 per- al consumption grew 5.6 


Earlier, a Bilbao-based biodiesel lead- officials of the International billion, growing by 44 per- cent, meaning imports was percent 
er in Europe—Bionor Transformacion Monetary Fund had asked cent over last years. This growing by 1.8 percent for 
$.A.—also revealed plans to invest $200 for the rationale behind the kept the economy ой track every one-percent growth 
million in the Philippines to develop at weak growth of Philippine to meet the initially expect- in personal consumption, 
least 100,000 hectares of land into jat- imports despite the robust ed imports growth of 12 headded. 

ropha plantations to be used as feed- growthoftheeconomyand percent and the revised ^ However, latest figures 
stock for biofuel facilities in the coun- 
try. 
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Peso still rising, 
now at 41.58 to $1 
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Most have bet on a 25 basis-point cut in. FAT Con 


the targeted funds rate but turned cau- 
tious on the possibility that the US cen- 
tral bank may cut interest rates more ag- 
gressively. 

On the other hand, lower US interest 
rates tend to drive funds to high-yielding 
Asian assets, which in turn could exert 
more upward pressure on Asian currencies 
like the peso unless local central banks 


match the monetary easing. $ * 
Volume at the Philippine Dealing System с е 

rose to $466 million from last Friday's MUGTARP миш Д " 

$306.5 million. EA sa d 
Aside from stronger foreign invest- Ж ИТИМ 535-0787 t | 32) 423-3040 

ments in local stocks, the peso has been om 534-159 ensi E 

rising in the last few weeks due to remit- 


tances from overseas Filipino workers 


supporting local households. With the 4 
sharply appreciating peso, bankers said TO Assum u 1 
"obf урдык ши ы сав > MYSHREDDER Rana 


PSBank. 
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Time DEPOSIT E 


cies that were depreciating like the 0$ {агаи | тетен A PROBUCT OF 

dollar were prompted to send more for- IntimuS suscoorns - minimum of PhP 50,000 < 

eign exchange to meet the same budget. E о MY 1000 SC/CC ж Ф 
cn EST т EE 5-year niacement tax-troe 

ed States is the biggest source of over- nfi ү SEER) мү 2000 Seice * Accessible monthiy income 

seas employment at 42 percent, fol- ES Au 25 Барсе "Ratis per satum ard subjecto change witht prr ot у 

lowed by the Middle East and Asia with " эк я 4 SC- PIA 980 CC- P5380. 

21 percent each, while Europe had 11 OIM 

percent. САЦ 722-8888 oF техт (0927)2501581 


x FOR SALES & SERVICE 
In terms of remittance volume, the Unit- 

ed States was still noted to be the biggest "umm || a | mag 30-4063 « Асад 382-4536 Service 362-4256 = 

contributor with a 59-percent share, fol- CEBU, 

lowed by Middle East and Europe with 13 Ec 

percent each, and Asia with 11 percent. 
Monthly remittances flowing to the 

country have exceeded the $1-billion mark 

since May 2006 
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,TOKYO—JAPANESE CORE MA- 
;chinery orders rose more than 
"expected in October but senti- 
ment among service sector 
workers fell to a 4-1/2-year low, 
. suggesting that firm corporate 
activity has yet to be felt by 
households. 
Both reports did little to alter 
‘views that the Bank of Japan 
will not raise interest rates until 


Investments. “It eases worries 


shaky global markets and a 
slowdown in the US economy, 
hit by subprime woes, could 
hurt Japan's export-reliant 
growth. 

Core private-sector machin- 

+ ery orders, a volatile but closely 
watched indicator of capital 

«spending in the coming six to 
nine months, rose 12.7 percent 
from September, government 
-data showed on Monday. 

The rise was almost twice as 
high as economists’ median 
forecast for a 7.0-percent in- 
crease and followed a 7.6-per- 
cent drop in September al- 
though slowing construction 
could curb future spending. 

It was a strong figure, with 


UBS makes 


^.ZURICH—SWISS BANK UBS 
unveiled $10 billion in shock 
‘subprime writedowns yester- 
day and said ithad obtained an 
emergency capital injection 
from a Singapore government 
entity and an unnamed Middle 
East investor. 

‘UBS, which has been severely 
battered by the US subprime 
mortgage meltdown, issued a 
profit warning and canceled 
plans for a cash dividend in 

: moves expected to batter the 
{лоск and the banking sector as 
whole. 
7 The $10-billion charge was 
sone of the largest writedowns 
*'by any global bank since the 
subprime crisis broke and was 
the latest sign of the devasta- 
-tion that the meltdown has 
T brought to some of the world's 
5 Дагвезг financial institutions. 
fi The Singapore investment, 
Which gives the Asian island- 
Eistate a 9-percent stake in UBS, 
"was the latest case of a rescue of 
a top western bank by a 
„sovereign wealth fund, after the 
{-АБи Dhabi Investment Authori- 
ху bought a $7.5-billion stake in 
Citigroup. 
* “UBS shares were expected to 


- countries, officials from the count 
‘said Monday. 


high-level meetings this week 


“We have to continue ope! 


must work together to stem the 


merce Carlos Gutierrez. 
Tt is ironic that we have found 


NEW YORK—BY THE END OF 
this week, the world’s best- 
known chronicle of capitalism, 
‘The Wall Street Journal, will be 
owned by another compa- 
ny—something many thought 
would never happen. 

For more than a century, the 
“Journal's parent company, Dow 
Jones & Co., was controlled by 
the Bancroft family, descendants 
of Clarence Barron, one of the 
earliest owners of the storied fi- 
nancial publishing company. 

The family was long seen as 
"unified in opposition to selling. 
and at first rebuffed the ex. 
tremely rich offer from Rupert 
Murdoch's News Corp., which 
valued the company at more 
than $5 billion (euro3.4 bil- 
lion), well above where Dow 


. Japan machinery 
orders up in Oct. 


rises spreading through many 
secto 
do, chief economist at Daiwa SB 


about downward pressure on 
future capital spending despite 
lingering uncertainty over the 
economic outlook." 


to raise Japan's super-low inter- 
est rates back to more normal 
late next year as it fears that levels to avoid economic over- 
heating, but jitters over a global 
credit squeeze have made it dif- 
ficult to justify such a move. 


BOJ, 
showed workers close to con- 
sumer and retail trends were in- 
creasingly pessimistic about 
economic conditions. 


among Japan's service sector 
workers fell to 38.8 in November, 


BEIJING—THE UNITED STATES AND 
China, with increasingly dependent 
economies, have to work together to 
fight protectionist sentiment in both 


The comments came on the eve of 


tween US Treasury Secretary Henry 
„Paulson and Chinese officials at 
“which China's massive trade surplus 
with the US and its product safety 
record are expected to be key issues. 


global markets. America and China 


{ of projectionist sentiment in out na- 
tions,” said US Secretary of Com- 
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BUSINESS 


” said Yasuhiro Onaka- 


‘The BOJ has 


it will need 


‘Adding to worries for the 
а government survey 


‘An index measuring sentiment 


CHINESE shoppers 


latest indicator that 
inflation is rising fast 
in the world’s fourth 
largest economy, 
even as China's 
leadership 
underscores its 
concerns about an 


marking the lowcst level since 


May 2003, the Cabinet Office 


survey showed on Monday. 

The outlook index, indicating 
the level of confidence in future 
conditions, also fell to 38.8, the 
lowest since March 2003. 


$10-B 


surprise writedown 


open sharply lower with in- 
vestors poised to sell the stock 
because of an anticipated dilu- 
tion of their share of earnings. 

“The level of dilution is very 
significant,” said Omar Fall, an 
analyst at ABN Amro in Lon- 
don. 

UBS said it had made a 13- 
billion Swiss franc ($11.48 bil- 
lion) issue of fresh capital, 11 
billion francs of wl were to 
be placed with the Government 
of Singapore Investment Corpo- 
ration (GIC) and 2 billion francs 
with a Middle East investor. 

A finan source said the 
Middle East investor was be- 
lieved to be the government of 
Oman. 

‘The announcement comes on 
the eve of an investor day in 
London on Tuesday at which 
UBS chief executive Marcel 
Rohner and other top managers 
are due to address analysts and 
investors. 

The bank also said it would 
approve the resale of 36. 
million treasury shares pre 
ously intended for cancella- 
tion, increasing Tier 1 capital 
by about 2 billion francs. 

Reuters 


only thing that does protect 


Gutierrez told a seminar o 
tion in Beijing. 


tries 


be- 


table" rules to guarantee th: 
tion will not be stifled. 


ning 


tide 


that 


Jones stock was trading. 
In the end, Murdoch won 
over enough family members to 
acquire Dow Jones and its flag- 
ship paper. News Corp. formally 
seals the deal with a vote by 
Dow Jones shareholders Thurs- 
day, but the outcome is assured 
since enough of the Bancrofts 
have entered binding commit- 
ments of support. 

‘The deal should close quickly 
because it has already received 
the necessary regulatory ар- 
provals. 

Guessing how the sale will af- 
fect the paper has been the 
main topic in the US publishing 
industry since Aug. 1, when the 
agreement was announced. 

‘The first hints came late last 
week, when News Corp. ap- 


protectionism does not protect. The 


tion and engaging with the world, 
competing, being more productive,” 


Gutierrez also pointed to Chin: 
reputation for lax enforcement of i 
tellectual property rights, calling for 
“consistent, transparent and equi- 


‘Congress has been demanding the 
US administration act more forcefully 
to get China to halt what critics see as 
unfair trade practices. They contend 


Stocks slip on US Fed concerns 


Hopes of an aggressive rate cut fade 


SYDNEY—ASIAN STOCKS SLIPPED YES- 
terday while the dollar climbed to a fresh 
one-month high against the yen as hopes 
for an aggressive US interest rate cut this 
week waned after stronger-than-expected 
US jobs data. 

Worries that slower US growth will crimp 
demand sent oil sliding below $88 a barrel, 
which in turn kept gold pinned below $800 
an ounce. 

A slightly better-than-expected US em- 
ployment report on Friday had dashed 
hopes of a half-percentage point rate cut at 
the Dec. 11 Federal Reserve meeting, but 
also soothed fears that the world's biggest 
‘economy would fall into recession. 

Investors were generally cautious ahead 
of the Fed meeting outcome as well as key 
data such as Japan's December tankan sur- 
vey of corporate sentiment due at the end 
ofthe week. 

“This is a very important week in terms of 
indicators and events, so everyone's wait- 

ing for clues to the health of both the US 
and Japanese economies,” said Masayoshi 
Okamoto, head of dealing at Jujiya Securi- 
ties. 

‘Tokyo's Nikkei average ended 0.2 per- 
cent lower, while MSCI's measure of other 
Asia Pacific stocks fell 0.7 percent by early 
yesterday afternoon, taking a breather after 
last week's 1.9-percent rise 

The MSCI index is about 8 percent away 
from the Мом 1 record high, and has rallied 
nearly 37 percent this year, strongly outper- 
forming a 12.4-percent rise for MSCT's key 
world stock index "if the Fed eases and 
takes some pressure off, that could provide 
some spur,” said Hans Kunnen, head of in- 
vestment markets research at Colonial First 
State in Sydney. 


isinnova- 


lion). 


n innova- 


iat innova- 


in Beijing. 
China is manipulating its currency to 

keep the value low to boos 
imports into the United St 


making US goods more expensive in 


st Chinese 


ates while cials. 


pointed a new management 
team for Dow Jones, including 
longtime News Corp. publish- 
ing executive Les Hinton as 
CEO and Robert Thomson, edi- 
tor of the Murdoch-owned 
Times of London, as publisher. 

As Murdoch announced the 
new Dow Jones leadership, he 
also clarified the line of succes- 
sion at News Corp., naming his 
34-year-old son James to a new 
senior role overseeing the me- 
dia conglomerate's operations 
in Asia and Europe, putting him 
clearly in line to succeed his fa- 
ther, who is 76. 

The younger Murdoch will al- 
so rejoin News Corp.'s board 
and relinquish his post as CEO 
of British Sky Broadcasting 
Group PLC, a satellite TV com- 


China, inflating the US trade deficit 
with China, which last year reached a 
record $233 billion (euro159 bil- 


US Health Secretary Mike Leavitt 
said China and Western countries 
needed to cooperate because the 
global market had changed so much 
that governments had lagged behind 
in regulation their booming trade. 

“Our systems our different and yet 
we need to achieve a common result 
„~. its a question of building bridges,” 
Leavitt said in a separate speech to 
the American Chamber of Commerce 


Their comments were echoed by 
published remarks from Chinese offi- 


Finance Minister Xie Xuren said in 


Shanghai stocks were the top performers 
among major regional markets, climbing 
more than one percent as investors bet the 
an aggressive one-percentage point hike in 
bank reserve ratios announced on Saturday 
would lessen the chances of a follow-up in- 
terest rate hike. 

Investors sold energy firms on concerns 
that lower oil prices will hurt their profits. 
US crude was trading just below $88 a bar- 
rel, well off the peak near $100 set on Nov. 
26. 

Japan's Inpex Holdings, Australian oil 
and gas producer Woodside Petroleum and 
PetroChina all fell more than one percent. 

Investors also took profits on some of the 
recent gainers, sending chip tester maker 
Advantest Corp, Hynix Semiconductor and 
SMIC lower. 

But SP Ausnet jumped after the Aus- 
tralian infrastructure firm pulled out of a 
$7.3-billion plan to buy assets from former 
energy firm Alinta due to a downturn in 
capital market. 

SP Ausnet’s Australian shares surged 
nearly 8 percent, while the Singapore-list- 
ed shares gained 6 percent. 

Also in demand, takeover-arget Rio Tinto 
advanced nearly one percent after Britain's Dai- 
ly Telegraph newspaper reported that invest- 

ment group Blackstone was planning a coun- 
terbid for the global miner with a consortium. 

In the forex market, the dollar briefly hit 
а one-month high of about 111.87 yen be- 
fore paring gains, while the euro eased to 
$1.4642 from Friday's high near $1.4672. 

“At the moment, bearish sentiment for 
the dollar appears to be receding,” said 
Tomoko Fujii, a senior economist and 
strategist at Bank of America in Tokyo. 

Reuters 


US, China find ways to work together to fight protectionism 


an interview with the official Xinhua 
News Agency that the protectionist 
sentiment in the US Congress was 
alarming. 

He added the passage of such leg- 
islation would “seriously harm Chi- 
na-US trade cooperation, and in the 
end, harm America’s own inter- 
ests.” 

Vice Commerce Minister Chen 
Deming was also quoted Monday in 
the official China Daily as saying the 
trade disputes with the United 
States should be resolved through 
talks. 

He said a narrow focus on the val- 
ue of the yuan and intellectual prop- 
erty rights risked “hindering the 
normal development” of trade links. 

AP 


Dow Jones in final days before Murdoch group takes over 


pany in which News Corp. owns 
a 39-percent stake. 

Even before the official han- 
dover to News Согр. Dow 
Jones has been moving to fur- 
ther transform itself and lessen 
its reliance on traditional news- 
paper advertising, which is 
widely seen as a threatened rev- 
enue source as ad dollars move 
to the Internet. 

Murdoch has given some 
general indications about his 
plans for the Journal but has de- 
clined to go into detail. He has 
said that he wants to greatly ex- 
pand the paper’s Washington 
and national coverage in order 
to compete more aggressively 
against The New York Times 
and that he wants to expand the 
Journal's operations online. АР 


Hinton after attendi 


Oil retreats; 
eyes on modest 
Fed rate cut 


SINGAPORE—OIL SLID TO $88 A BARREL 
yesterday, extending losses on expectations 
that a modest Federal Reserve interest rate 
cut would support the ailing dollar. 

US light, sweet crude futures fell 22 cents 
a barrel to $88.06 in Globex electronic trad- 
ing by early yesterday afternoon, extending 
Friday's nearly $2 crop. Prices ended some 
37 cents lower on the week, but traded in a 
wide range of about $5. 

London Brent crude fell 16 cents to 
$88.48 a barrel. 

"The fall in the oil price appeared to be 
more of a continuation of the choppy trad- 
ing pattern of recent days rather than the 
result of significant oil market news,” said 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia analyst 
David Moore. 

Markets are now pricing in a quarter- 
point cut, a factor that helped support the 
dollar near a one-month high against the 
yen on Monday. 

A weaker dollar makes most commodi- 
ties cheaper to buy for non-dollar in- 
vestors. 

‘The world’s second largest oil con- 
sumer, China, moved aggressively at the 
weekend to curb inflation and prevent 
the economy from overheating by rais- 
ing its bank reserve ratio by a full-per- 
centage point to a record 14.5 per- 
cent—its biggest such move in nearly 
four years. 

After Opec's decision last week to leave 
production levels unchanged for the mo- 
ment, many analysts expected more range- 
bound trade to prevail heading toward the 
holiday season. 

Some energy experts have said Opec’s 
ourput levels are not enough to stem sliding 
crude inventories and could trigger а 

crunch when heating demand peaks this 
winter. 

US stockpiles of crude oil dropped last 
week to their lowest since early 2005. 
But inventories of refined fuel in the 
world’s largest energy consumer rose 
during the same week thanks to higher 
imports and a boost in domestic produc- 
tion. 

‘Market speculators have pared their 
bullish bets as oil prices fall further from 
their record high of $99.29 on Nov. 21. 

Noncommercial investors cut their net 
long positions in the New York Mercantile 
Exchange (Nymex) crude oil futures con- 
tract by 12,000 lots to 47,072 lots in the 
week to Dec. 4. Reuters 


NEWS CORPORATION CEO Rupert Murdoch, right, stands with Les 


iga service in central London. News Corp. early 


confirmed that Hinton will become chief executive of Dow Jones & 
Co. Inc. when News Corp. completes its $5.6-billion acquisition. 
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Personal finance program 
for Cebu College students 


A TYPICAL COLLEGE STUDENT 
saves his allowance for certain 
‘wants: apparel, cell phone load, in- 
ternet/PC gaming, gigs etc. Al- 
though the instinct to save is pre- 
sent, everything is set for the short 
term. While most of them are fast 
approaching the end of their colle- 
glate years, few have a grasp of the 
concept of saving and the necessary 
skills for managing their personal 
finances, Аз professionals, most 
end up overspending for wants 
rather than needs, their mindset be- 
ing “to earn and to buy their dream 
toy”. 

Managing personal finance is an 
important life skill, though it is not 
part of any curriculum in the Philip- 
pine educational system. The earli- 
ег the youth learns this skill, the 


better their chances are of a com- 
fortable and secure life in 20 to 30 
years. 

To address this, the Colayco 
Foundation for Education Inc 
(CFE), publisher of the bestsellers 
“Wealth Within Your Reach”, "Mak- 
ing your Money Work” and “Pera 
Palaguin Workbook” (Francisco J. 
Colayco PhD) and the Citigroup 
Foundation, launched Hatch, a 
program that aims to teach person- 
al finance to college students and 
widen their eyes on the subject of 
why and how to save for the fu- 
ture. 

Since its launch last August, over 
4,000 students from Colegio San 
Juan de Letran, University of Santo 
"Tomas, University of the Philip- 
pines-Diliman, De La Salle Univer- 


sity-College of Saint Benilde, St. 
Paul University Manila, Far Eastern 
University, Philippine Women's Uni- 
versity, National University, San Be- 
da College, Ateneo De Manila Uni- 
versity and Miriam College, have 
benefited from the program. 

‘To culminate the program, CFE 
brought Hatch to seven universities 
in Cebu where over 3,000 students 
attended. Participating in this pro- 
gram were UP Cebu and South- 
western University Nov. 14, Univer- 
sity of the Visayas Nov 15, Cebu 
Normal University and Cebu Ins 
tute of Medicine Nov 16, and Ui 
versity of Cebu and University of 
San Carlos Nov 17. Armand Beng- 
co, CFE executive director, and Jen- 
nifer Ursua, Hatch program direc- 
tor, conducted the seminars. 


TeleTech in RP reaches 15,000 workforce 


TELETECH, THE LARGEST AND 
fastest growing BPO company in 
the Philippines, announced it has 
officially surpassed its target of 
15,000 workers in the Philippines 
across its 10 delivery centers. 

Maulik Parekh, vice president 
and general manager for Asia, said 
the company has reached this mile- 
stone last month and is continuing 
to hire people towards the end of 
the year. 

“We still continue to hire and will 
probably add over 200 people be- 
fore the end of the year” Parekh 
sai 

Since it began operating in the 
Philippines in 2002, TeleTech has 
consistently increased its invest- 
ments in the country. Unlike other 
BPO companies that flock to mega 
Manila, TeleTech has pioneered 
“Bringing jobs to the people” strate- 
ву and has chosen to invest in the 
countryside, into second-tier cities 
such as Bacoor (Cavite), Lipa City 
(Batangas), Bacolod (Negros Occi- 
dental) and Cainta (Rizal). 


Parekh noted that TeleTech’s 
strategy is in line with the govern- 
ments goal of growing business 
process outsourcing (BPO), 
dubbed as the country's sun- 
shine industry, into more ar- 
eas and provide employment 
opportunities that benefit 
many Filipinos. 

“We are set to open facili- 
ties in San Fernando (Pam- 
panga) with over 1,700 seats 
and in Sta. Rosa (Laguna) 
with close to 1,000 seats. We 
plan on opening these new 
facilities during the first half 
of next year,” Parekh added. 

Contributing to — TeleTech's 
tremendous growth in the last five. 
years, he gave credit to the excel- 
lent support the company has re- 
ceived from all levels of govern- 
ment. 

Globally, TeleTech operates over 
80 customer management centers 
in 17 countries. According to 
Parekh, the Philippine operation is 
one of the fastest growing among 


MAULIK Parekh 


the TeleTech network. 

“This reflects the Filipino work- 
ers’ customer service skills, lan- 
guage skills, and im- 
peccable work ethic. 
All of these factors 
account for 
TeleTech's expansion 
and growth in the 
country,” he said. 

TeleTech’s — next 
goal, according to 
Parekh, is to increase. 
the head count in the 
Philippines further to 
25,000 employees 
Over the next two 
years. During this period, he antici- 
pates TeleTech to open anywhere 
between four to eight more facili- 
ties. 

"We firmly believe we can 
achieve this target. Based on stud- 
ies, the total addressable BPO mar- 
ket worldwide is about $450 billion. 
As а global industry, we are 
nowhere even near that right now. 
There is plenty of room for growth." 


‘THE ST. BRIDGET SCHOOL, QUE- 
zon City, grade and high school 
dance clubs will stage “Dance for 
Life”, a benefit dance concert for 
the benefit of the Bukid Kabataan 
Center, 

‘The Bukid Kabataan Center is 
situated at General Trias, Cavite. 


St. Bridget School QC benefit dance concert 


It houses children aged 7 to 16 
who are victims of sexual and 
physical abuse. They are aban- 
doned and orphaned and have 
lived in the streets for some time. 
‘The center provides spiritual and 
value-formation, group living, 
special education, and psycholog- 


ical and psychiatric treatments. It 
is being sustained by the Religious. 
of the Good Shepherd Sisters. 

"The concert will be held on Dec. 
14, Friday at 7 p.m. at the school au- 
ditorium. Tickets are available at the 
school's business office for P100 on- 
ly. For more details, call 913-6410. 


Bulacan water project to benefit 3M 


SINCE 1920, ANGAT DAM IN 
Norzagaray, Bulacan has been the 
major source of potable water for 
14 million Metro Manilans. Ironi- 
cally though, the people of Bulacan 
have not been able to utilize this 
precious resource as they continue 
to draw water using deep wells. 

Recent reports from the ground- 
water study made by the National 
Water Resources Board (NWRB), 
however, revealed that the ground- 
water aquifers sustaining these 
wells are on the verge of depletion 
due to overabstraction which has 
resulted into saltwater intrusion in 
some areas, 

In reality, the province of Bulacan 
is already included as part of the 
service area of the Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage System 
(MWSS) by virtue of the Memoran- 
dum of Agreement signed between 
MWSS, the provincial government 
of Bulacan and the Local Water Util- 
ities Administration (LWUA) more 


than 15 years ago. As such, MWSS 
is committed to provide the water 
requirements of the province with 
about 230 million liters per day 
(mld) supply allocated to Bulacan 
with the completion of ће Umiray- 
Angat Transbasin Project (UATP) in 
2001. 

‘The Bulacan Water Supply Mas- 
ter Plan was conceived to meet 
the demand of the increasing 
population and industrialization 
of the province. The P11-billion 
project is touted to be the biggest 
infrastructure project for Bula- 
can. With the province standing 
to benefit from the total develop- 
ment package that includes a 
P250-million development fund, 
a PlO-million annual develop- 
ment assistance, a P10-million 
annual fee for use of water right 
and Р5-тИНоп annual fee for 
each of the host towns of Norza- 
garay and Doña Remedios 
Trinidad. 


‘The water supply project for the 
province will be implemented in 
three phases with Phase 1, the Bula- 
can Bulk Water Supply Project to be 
implemented from 2008 to 2010, 
initially benefiting eight towns 
comprising of Машао, Malolos, 
Sta. Maria, Bustos, Balagtas, Bo- 
caue, Bulacan, Guiguinto and Pan- 
di. 

Phase 2 or the Angat River Devel- 
opment Program to be implement- 
ed from 2012 to 2013 will provide 
water to the additional five towns 
of Angat, Norzagaray, San Rafael, 
Baliwag and Bustos. 

Finally, Phase 3 of the plan or the 

Bulacan Bulk Expansion, set to be 
done from 2015 to 2017, will bene- 
fit the remaining 12 towns of Bula- 
can. 
The water project is estimated to 
generate 10,000 jobs for Bu- 
lakefios, and once completed, will 
further boost commerce and indus- 
try in the province. 
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*PINOYGWORIC BOOK LAUNCH 
The Ateneo Center for Organization and Develop- 
ment (CORD) recently launched a book titled 
"PinoyGWork, a compilation of the best survey- 
based articles on workplace trends and issues pub- 
lished in the People at Work subsection of the. 
Philippine Dally Inquirer from 2001 to 2007 at the 


Etihad appoints VP for sales 


ETIHAD AIRWAYS, ONE OF THE LEADING valuable in the further development of Eti- 
carriers being patronized by thousands of һай sales activities.” Adrian joins Etihad 


Overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) leaving for or returning 
to the Middle East, has appoint- 
ed Adrian Parkes as its new vice 
president for sales. 

Based at Etihad's head office 
near Abu Dhabi airport, Adrian 
will report to Geert Boven, Eti- ў 
had Airways’ executive vice pre: 
ident sales and services, and will 
be responsible for the airlines 
sales strategy, activities and per- 
formance. 

Boven said: “It is great to be 
welcoming Adrian to Etihad Airways and I 
ook forward to working closely with him in 
his new role. He has a wealth of experience 


in the airline industry which will be hugely 


TEXAS EAGLE GOLF CARS LANDS ON RP GREENS 


Golf aficionados gathered at Fort Bonifacio High 
Street Dec. 4 to witness the Philippine launching 
of Texas Eagle, a new line of electric-powered 
golf cars and utility vehicles. Texas Eagle is ex- 
clusively distributed in the country by The Turf 
Company who has been in the business of quali- 
ty golf equipments. Shown (from left) are Mario. 


SHARON PROMOTES PINOY SUPERMARKET 


The Philippines’ most sought-after commercial 
endorser, Sharon Cuneta, is promoting Seafood 
City through a music television video which will 
start airing Dec. 12 throughout the continental 
United States. Directed by the multi-awarded 
Mark Melly, with a song jingle composed by the 
"maestro Ryan Cayabyab, the video commercial 
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MVP Center for Student Leadership at the Ateneo de 
Manila University. Shown are (from left) Iuouisea. 
president and CEO Sandy Prieto-Romualdez, whó 
delivered the inspirational message, 'Pinoy@Work’ 
editors Gina Hechanova, Reggie Reyes, Edna Franco. 
and Inouimen senior vice president Rene Reinoso. 


from British carrier, bmi, where 
he spent 11 years and held the 
positions of commercial director, 
sales director and general sales 
manager. 

During his time with bmi he 
was responsible for global sales 
and marketing of the bmi brand 
and the airline's communication 
and online strategy, revenue 
management, pricing and net- 
work scheduling. 

Demand regularly outstrips 
supply on the Abu Dhabi to 
Manila service, especially in the economy 
cabin which averages 90-percent capacity. 
Etihad Airways flies to Abu Dhabi from 
Manila daily. 


Lopez, general manager of The Turf Company, 
and Bill Stelton, chair of The Turf Company, 
which donated a Texas Eagle police carto the 
City of Taguig. Receiving the Texas Police Car 
are Taguig Mayor Sigfrido Tinga, Vice Mayor 
George Ellas, and Taguig Chief of Police Col. Al- 
fred Corpus. * 


is a celebration of the time-honored Filipino val- 
ues. Shown during the signing rites are (from 
left): Jose V. Hontiveros, executive vice presi- 
dent and general manager of Seafood City; 
Sharon Cuneta, and Marie Morata-Tan, general 
manager of Competitivdge, the agency for 
Seafood City. 


Inaul Fashion Show Dec. 15 (0 21 . 


JCI Manila launches search for 60 youth leaders 


JUNIOR CHAMBER INTERNATIONAL- 
Manila (JCI-Manila), Asia's first and pre- 
mier leadership development organiza- 
tion for young leaders and entrepreneurs, 
in cooperation with the International Visi- 
tors Program Philippines (IVP) and spon- 
sored by the Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs of the United States De- 
partment of State through the Center for 
Southeast Asian Studies and the Interna- 
tional Training Office, Northern Illinois 
University, Dekalb, shall be launching the 
first "Search for Sixty Youth Leaders" pro- 
ject. 

This unique undertaking shall involve 
60 fortunate promising youth leaders, and 


out of the 60, 30 youth leaders will have 
the opportunity to travel to the United 
States, with an all-expense paid package. 

The participants shall be given the 
chance to sharpen their skills in designing 
concrete action plans, set up internships 
with local government offices, NGOs and 
civic organizations to gain first-hand ex- 
perience in civic participation, volun- 
teerism, networking and community lead- 
ership. 

‘The program is looking for young lead- 
ers from 25 to 35 years of age, with at least 
2 to 3 years of work experience, must have 
а baccalaureate degree, and has had ас- 
tive involvement in projects related to 


training youth to be responsible citizens 
and in civic projects or community service 
or outreach experience. 

Interested applicants may secure their 
application forms from JCI-Manila head- 
quarters at Arquiza corner Grey Streets, 
Ermita, Manila or e-mail JC Williamson 
Nocom at williamson@pldtdsl.net, call 
0917-8994647 or 0922-8994647. 

Applications forms should be submitted 
before the deadline of Dec. 14; applica- 
tions by mail should be postmarked not 
later than Dec. 15. For more inquiries, get 
in touch with Bonny at 400-8716, fax 400- 
3970, 0922-8333282, e-mail jovy.obi- 
co@dinsmorpromo.com. 


BEAUTIFUL LADIES AGED 18 
to 21 will vie for the crown in 
Mutya Sa Shariff Kabunsuan, 
the newest highlight of the fes- 
tivities in the Shariff Kabun- 
suan Festival in Cotabato City. 
To be held at the Cotabato City 
Institute Gym as part of the 
week-long festival's numerous 
activities, this unique beauty 
pageant will feature the contes- 
tants clad in traditional Muslim 
wear like the Inaul Malong. 
From Dec. 15 to 21, Cota- 
batenos will once again witness 
the exciting Guinakit Fluvial Ра- 
rade, where colorful bancas 
will parade along the Rio 


Grande de Mindanao. There is 
also the Kuyog Street Dancing, 
to be participated in by hun- 
dreds of elementary and high 
school students who will once. 
again display their prowess in 
cultural dance. Other cultural 
presentations, culinary compe- 
titions, and other artistic shows 
are also part of the festivities. 
The Festival is held every third 
week of December in Cotabato 
City to commemorate the ar- 
rival of the Arab-Malay mis- 
sionary Shariff Kabunsuan in 
the 16th century who intro- 
duced Islam to the people of 
Mindanao. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


В. People, Eventsc? Products тонот Dereon 1, 207 
PSHS, PLDT present ‘Bravissimol!! 


PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY 
Baguio Economic Zone, Loakan Road, Baguio Cy 
Te Nos. 447-3331; 47-3683: 447-3526; 447-2329; 447-3333: 447-1185 
Telefax: 447-3330 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
те Papp Economic Zone Autor ~ Bague Cry Econome Zone trough is Bids and Awards 
‘Comme GAC) тае eagles to app lor ebay and о ier e hereunder project: 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY int! Bido., 1650 San Marcelino. 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


poem Secr Senes Coat е apd Cty сали 
Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have filed = 
Wi ti Regional Gficeappeaions for Alon Employment Perms я ды вос: ава йаа Boley 

Name of Foreign Position uma Desin Lea 


n г т! Prospective Drs дода ће erpelencoi бет snr ec wines 3 years 
Company/Employer  Nationai/Citizenship Pee aes sherpa nem, ie a 
рен owed era er der puce] sot lor Бе prosesion терка Thes! | 
штп einen ара в dca te gouty Fares. The Egy redi 
отем awe э ре Риши) боя d Вз 9л we decor] ры" 
о o he loge costed ы! ste ео Вз сенй еке | ON DEC. 18, THE PHILIPPINE help launch the coming holiday 
оао and Затен Б босау Presa, | Madrigal Singers will perform season on a festive, musical 
re Sóng Conlerencets). Evasion oí Bs, Post Озат and Award сі Contact ые | at а gala concert-"Bravissi- note. 


"LEARNINGLITZ, INC, Michael Dwayne Local Manager 
Rm. 208-215 Peninsula Cour, Marin of nsrucion 
8735 Makati Ave. cor. American 

Paseo de Roxas, Макай City 


TEEKAY SHIPPING Colin Andrew Bar ат e periment proviso R.A SI ae ts третото Rules and Region DRR). " 1 

PHILIPPINES, INC. Briish Tahe Teepa unia иманым shinn | arre. а eee, eer fan sare 

ЗЕ Avion Center, Thalond St, [7 E ELI NAME T eit es 

Legaspi Vilage, Makati Cy 1 Басов ва синь | Deconberlz 18 2T | „ as they are affec. High School Natatanging Guro 
Ви ЕЕ tionately called by legions of Endowment Fund. The fund's 

‘FULLER LIFE DIRECT Carios Jose Mendes 1. Submission of Bes Jarry 8. 2008, 8.00 AM. their loyal fans, recently won goal is to help maintain high 

‘SELLING PHILS., INC. ‘Campos Lopes Director 4. Openg oi Bs Jonzary & 2008, 930 AM the European Grand Prix for standards of learning at the 


2288 Don Chino Roces Ave. Portuguese. 


i Ба аза ена е Beo Боловата upon papae d a moneksi | Choral Singing in Arrezzo, Italy, Philippines premiere institution 
‘Extension, Makati Cty 


ош и Two Trouan Pesos P2000, Пе method рве тае cash basson. | last August They are the only for secondary science and math- 


Sirs бой! at hve ting жону sees contac win amy PEZABCEZ asio | choir in the world that has ever ematics education. Income from 


= T sender анасон вања Тана | achieved the feat since the in- the fund will help provide finan- 
tin es tec iaaa pa o be Simsonai wabe | Ception of the competition in cial incentives, study and re- 
‘Sleciontc F iing and Payment System (eF PS) of the BIR- | 1989. The event shall be their search grants, and faculty ex- 
Tne PEZA reserves the it серпу зуй орнай ing pocessondessomes | only gala performance at the change programs: all geared to- 


IBM BUSINESS SERVICES INC Рай James 
Cyber One Mall, Eastwood City, — О’ Connell Executive 
bis, Quezon City ‘American 


OLD MASTER PLASTIC Le recense черт a т 

ENT. CORP oe pr op i cea ad MP CCP this December. wards achieving world-class 
206 Peroxide Compound, (Spl) eng: MODESTO лотко, т. The concert will feature teaching excellence at PSHS. 
Mayson Rd. Valenzuela Ciy EEE, EAC reman songs that helped the Madrigal “Bravissimo!!!” is made possible 


'SAMLYNLAM GRILL Jun Wel Lee Operations 
GIF Unit 1527 0 ВСІЛӘ Souh Taiwanese Manager 
Station Mall, Alabang-Zapote Re, 

‘Alabang, Muntinlupa Cy 


+ Singers win the European by PLDT Landline Plus in coop- 
Grand Prix for Choral Singingin eration with. Campaigns & 

1997 and 2007. It will also fea- Bridges Inc. For tickets, call Tick- 
ture Christmas songs, both tra- etworld or Campaigns & Bridges 
peepee Ga ditional and contemporary, to at 840-1593. 


Department of Аройо 


neas ТЕТЫ мо Рта т, | St. Mary's 68/772 slates 


ты. 3223371, 9223362, 9213047, 8282538. Telelax 9223355, 5208238 


Nereus к= палын m кашка homecoming Dec. 29 
ШТИП TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY ANB TO BID 


SPACE GROUP PHILS., INC. Jong Sug Han 
-1407 а 1408 Тарап Расе, Korean 
Emerald Ave., Ortigas CU. 

Pasig City 


SPACE GROUP PHILS, INC. Ji Hyeong Kim as аа redd THE ST. MARY'S CLASS '68/72 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INC IS CALL- 
31-1407 & 1408 Taipan Расе Korean The Төп and Pesticide Aun rouan Ве ana ats ne онал | ing on all elementary graduates of 1968 and high school graduates of 
„Emerald Ave, Origas Ст. elect 1972 of St. Mary's College in Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya for its 
Pasig Chy une ена Шана ан рант 28 Jade/Coral Jubilee Alumni Homecoming on Dec. 29 at the high school 
ынын ЛЕА == riae denuo dan m sss E ‘quadrangle, and anniversary dinner at the Saber Inn Pavilion. The sou- 
NE OE Mad ‘ceeding 2000 ce standard whee! Rim 15 venir program and directory are currently being prepared. For more de- 
5005 & Bü, 1500 ї unit double cab 4x2 diesel engine displacement not tails, get in touch with Beth Meniado-Buiser at 637-5400, 0917- 
Roras Bid, Ermita, Manila — 8172384 or Prescy Ong-Marcos at 078-3212211/13, 0917-2565269. 
нк, S = APPROVED BUDGET FOR THE CONTRAC 

eng Hong or T. The bidding shall be open and compatitve a 
ENT. CORP. Chinese Dresser. trenia in eig "p 


"pass/tai" crtera in вому check and preliminary examination of bids. 
Post quabiication of tne lowest calculated bid shall be conducted 
Schedule of Activities 
BAC Activities Damme | 
Tesuance of Bidding Documents | Dec. 5-17. 2007 | BAC Secretaria 
E 2* Fi. FPA Buling 
Ра Conference Dec 17. 2007 | BAC Secretariat, 
3090 am 27 Fx. FPA Building 
"Submission and opening of Dee. 28. 2007 | ВАС Secretariat, 
lily впчвюрелььыму check, | 10:00 am 2* Fic, FPA Building 
Submission and opening of bids 
2. Prospective bidders may obtain further Infomation from the BAC Secretariat 
and inspect Bidding Documents at the above address during office hours. 
Particulars relative to Elgibilly Statement and Screening. Bid Security. 
Performance Security. Evaluation of Bids, Post-Qualiication and Award of 
Contract shall be govemed by the pertinent provisions of RA. 9184 and їз 
Implementing Rules ond Regulations 
4. A complate set of Bidding Documents wil be avaliable (о prospective bidders 
‘Gpon payment of s non-refundable amount of P 2,000.00 in cash. 
FPALBAC reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid. lo annui the bidding 
process and to reoct эл Sis at any tine pir іо the award of coniraci without 
[кегеру incurring any kabiity o the alfactes bidder. 


206 Peroxide Comp. 
Maysan Rd, Valenzuela City 


zma SIGNIUM WARD dein Anthony 
HOWELL, INC. Овоме 

SIF The Athenaeum ВИ. American 
160 Loviste S, Salcedo Vilage, 

Makati City 


ma 12е "7 aX d 

LCCM, JABIC LAUNCH NIHONGO PROGRAM 

True toits commitment toward the other interested individuals. At this 
enhancement of its role as a conduit activity, a short description of the 

to leaming, culture and goodwill in Nihongo curriculum will be present- 
the international community, La ed by a representative of Jabic. 
Consolacion College Manila, Classes are now being organized to- 
through its Foreign Language Cen- — ward a 60-hour program that will 
ter (FLC), is announcing the start of start in the first week of January 

the Nihongo Program in partnership 2008. For more information, call the 
with the Jabic International Corp. LCCM Admissions office, 313-0513 
The formal launch is set for Dec. 12 local 150 or at the FLC 313-0521 ог 
atthe LCCM Adelaide Hall. It willbe write to ССМ #8 Mendiola, San 
attended by faculty, students and Miguel, Manila. 


CHINA STATE CONSTRUCTION — Zhaazhi Li См Engineer 
ENGINEERING CORPORATION Chinese 

Uni 3101 Orient Square Big. 

Emerald Ave., Origas Cir., 


FHILSLK CORPORATION Chijun Kim 
87112 F Legaspi St, Parkwood Korean 
Phase 1, Maybunga. Pasig Сау 


GAMINGWEB INC. Edward Bennett Scot 
ТЛЕ Yuchengco Tower, Bish Operations 
RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., Manager 
Makati Cty 


(Sed) Dr. DARIO C. SABULARSE 
Depuly Executive Director 
БАС Chairman 


C & S DEFENSE- 
PHILIPPINES, INC. Korean 
19098 Paragon Paz, 

162 EDSA, Mandaluyong Cty 


Repusic of he Phappnes 
PHILIPPINE RECLAMATION AUTHORITY 
= (Public Estates Authority) 
SS еруу Tones ови. 107 Paseo de Raras SL. 
= gen vage. 1228 Coa 
там. 02617-41119 12 QST AMT Fs Na: (02) 8152662 
Webs wm pea gov. Ema ее gorph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

SECURITY SERVICES FOR PRA PROPERTIES (Goods 07-020) 

1. The Phàppie Reciamanon Authonty (PRA). ви #з corporale budget 
Dude wapp We Approved Budge forthe Const (ASC) hes of 
Me tunes ot лооти fina Thousand Three Hundred Poros 
{Php S9 30000 cave cl VAT 10 peyments under tne conto for 
Я SERVICES FOR PRA PROPERTIES, Sus received im 
Sen of he ABC shal be automaticaly rejected & Bd opening. 
The PRA now nies Вв fom eile Ecos forthe above project. The 
mapara me braies n variau ананы er Mana The cor vile 
а comand h Sachan 

oa Aide А ы Secon i of Bi Document 


National Power Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOB ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The National Power Cérporation (МРС). through its Bids and Awards Committee 

(BAC), invites consultants 1o apply for aligilly and short isting end И found 

мше and short listed, 1o bid for the hereunder project. 

Name of Project. Consuting Services forthe Development and implementation 
Of the NPC Executive Information System (NPC-EIS) 

Brel Description: Deliver а fully-unctions isos Execulive Information 
System (EIS) comprising of packaged application software 
Telelional database management system, technology tools 


CONNECTIVITY FACTORS Chengwen Li Sales Manager 
‘AND ACCESS, INC. Chinese. 

Basement 1, Export Bank Plaza, 

Chino Roces Ave., Makati City 


CONNECTIVITY FACTORS Changguo Che Operation Manager 
AND ACCESS, INC. Chinese 

Basement 1, Export Bank Plaza, 

Chino Roces Ave., Makati City 


YUNWATRADING CO. LTD. = ZhuqunChen 
1190 Mayhaligue St, Chinese 
Tondo, Mania. 


Be required forthe elfecive implementation of such. 
Source of Funding : Corporate Budget 

Contract Duration Eighteen (18) months 

The hst of minimum requirements is Indicated in the Elgiilty Documents, Eligibility 


wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures GT prospective Ыддегь shall be checked using the non-discretonary “PASSIFAIL 
YUNWA TRADING CO. LTD. Pong Chong Chao Sng wit be conduced tyough open comps pigano procedures | | sers rom among te preste Udder wno sta be rankad tated onthe 
1190 Mayhaligue St, Chinese Supervisor Rules and Reguiatons Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act S164 (R.A. 9184), олон отела, 1) Experignce of the Firm: 2) Qualification of Personnel: and 3) 


dob Capacity of Finn. Only five (5) eigile bidders shall make up the һоп of 
Tondo, Manila Бава that wil be issued ВиО Documents 

The evaluation procedure to be adopted shall be Quall-Cost Based Evaluation 
(GCSE) Biss whote lechnical proposals pass the minimum technical rang of 70 
Points shall have its financial proposals opened and evaluated. The technical 
Proposal shall carry 70% weight in the bid evaluation 

Ail particulars 1o Eligibility Statement and Screening. Bid Security, 
Performance Securty. Pre-bió Conference, Evaluation о! Bids, Posl-Qualilicaton. 
fond Award of Contract shel be governed by the pertinent provisions of RA. 9184 
{nd из Implementing Rules and Regulation (IRR). 


oervise known es the "Goverment Procurement Reform Act.” Only Bids 
ftom Bidders who pass the eigibily check wil be opened. The bidder with 
the Lowest Calculated Bid (ССВ) shall advance № the post-quaification 
‘lage in order к finaly determine responsiveness of the bid to technical and 
financial requirements of ine project. The contract shal then be awarded to 
the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined 
as such during the post-qualiication procedure. 

Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the BAC Secretariat 
and inspect the Bidding Documents starting December 21, 2007 
Топ 8:00 AM to 5:00 РМ. 


YUNWA TRADING CO. LTD,  Qizao Su Technical 
1190 Mayhaligue St, Chinese Supervisor 
Tondo, Manila 


| УЕАТЕС TRADING LTD. С. Васи Otice Manager 
494 Quintin Paredes St, Chinese 


Binondo, Mania Mannion, nol kn Document my be purchased fom December | | Pr shes ot actos are e fotow: 
2 to January 4 2008 by rteresed irs irom the BAC Secreiarat ard ‘proves Bugei Tor 750,000,500 5 
VERTEC TRADING LTD. CO. Xingyan Xie «Operation Manager upon payment a non-retundeble fee in the amount of Nine Thousand Six. the Contract 
|- 494 Quintin Paredes St, Chinese. Hundred Fifty Pesos (P9,650.00). The method of payment will be cash or ‘Submission of Letter ‘Starling December 11, 2007 at the Bids & 
Biondo, Мата а а Read ctor 
loa ar a em RS capiam Documents | Quezon Avenue, Ойтал, Quezon Gi 
VERTECTRADINGLTD.CO, Согуу Huang at pel e seer tede demo dere Gesdine of Submission GI | January 3, 2008.000 АМ at Morones 
494 Quintin Paredes St, Chinese Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, макан Cy c Барыр бина |! Раи fuc МС oum 
— Bids and eligblity requirements must be delivered to the PRA (7* Floor) issuance of Bidding January 15. 2008. 9:00 AM ai BCSD Ollice, 
~ Ойсе on or calore January 21,2008 1-15 M. (PRA wel ао time) A Documents NEC Solarium 
FORTUNE APPAREL, INC. Babioo Pal VP-Marketing Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security in the form and amount Pre-Bid Conference January 23, 2008, 6.00 АМ ai Moriones 


indicated in the ВОЗ. Lato Bids shal not be accepted. 
Bid opening shall be on January 21, 2008 at 1:30 P.M. at the PRA 
Conference Room, В" Fioor Legaspi Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makati 
City. Bids иш е opened in ho presence of the Bidders’ representatives who 
choose io attend 

Prospective Bidders should have undertaken a project or contrac within the 
last (2) years of the same kind with a contract price of at least 50% of the 
ABC. 


F. Manalo cor. G. Raymundo Sis, Indan 
Bambang, Pasig City 


Function Room, МРС Solariu 
‘Submision ar February 8, 2008, 9:00 AM 
Opening of Bids Function Room, КРС Sol 

‘Tho Eigibily Documents wil be avaiable al the BCSD upon submission of Lotter 
of Intent and upon payment of non-refundable amount of Р1.500 0 einer in cash 
Gt manager's check to NPC Cashier. Bidding Documents wil be avalible only io 
Shontlted bidders upon payment of a non-refundable amount of 10,000.00 
amer in cash or managers chock. Pursuant lo GPPB Res. No: 22-2006, prospective 
Базы should register wit PRIGEPS and secure the corresponding Ceriicate of 


ROBINSONS LAND Ей Rusmiata Front Offce 
CORPORATION Indonesian Manager 
12 Robinsons Galleria EDSA cor. 

Ortigas Ave, Ugong Nore, 

‘Quezon Ciy 


. Pursuant io BIR Revenue Regulations 03-2005, a prospective bidders are 
mandated to Ме ther income and business tax returns electronically using 
the Electronic Fling and Payment System (EFPS). 

The PRA assumes по responsbilly whatsoever to compensate or indemnify 
bidders for any expenses incurred In the preparation of he bid. 

. The PRA reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, о annul the bidding 
process and to reject ай Bids at any time prior to contract award, without 
{hereby incurring any labiiy to the afiected Bidder or Bidders. 


id to annul the bidding 
Y award, without thereby 


the right to accept or reject any bid, 
process and reject ай bis at any Ume prior to Con 
{curring any labii to the affected bidder or bidders. 
interested Bidders may obtain further Information from BCSD at telephone 
mo. (02) 922-1622 ог visit МРС (wwwnanocorgovah) and DBM 
wow procuremantsorvico.gov.ph) websites 


If you have any informationobjecion to the above mentioned applications please 
| communicate with the Reglonal Director. 


(504) JUAN CARLOS J. GUADARRAMA 
Vice Presidont and Charman, 


(508) JAIME R. MILLAN 
ВАС Chairman Bide and Awards Committee 


poi Dee. 11,200), 


[POA -December 11 8 17.2000) 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2007 


CZ OBITUARIES — 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


«X 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
at the age of 78. 


for the eternal repose of her soul. 
New Manila, Quezon City. 


Thursday, 13 December, 2007. 


Caridad Tan Manga FORTUNATA AGUIRRE 


17 December 1928 - 09 December 2007 


Her husband Narciso G. Manga (+); children Becky and 
Jun Santiago, Teri and Rene Cruz, Butch and Ging October 14, 1928 — December 6, 2007 


Cabahug, Jerry and Dina Villanueva; grandchildren Nikki, 
Kenneth, Reann, Trina, Mitch, Miko, Peia and Dana, 
great-grandchildren, parents Bienvenido (+) and Salome (+) 
Tan, siblings Consuelo, Bienvenido, Teresita (+), 
Sr. Christine (t), Leticia and Angeles request your prayers Her bereaved children: Efren & Baby, 


Her remains lie in state at the Mount Carmel Church, 


Interment will follow after the 8:00 a.m. Holy Mass on and Susan & Danny; grandchildren and 


In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose 


ional Е‹ ion, Inc. 
c Alay Kapwa Educational Foundation, Inc. 25 ef her soul. 


D> 


BARTOLOME 


Peacefully joined her Creator at the age of 74. 


Ping & Amy, Zenaida & Chuck, Dante & 
Anabel, Ricardo & Carol, Romeo & Aymie 


great-grandchildren, relatives & friends request 


“Receive our immortal souls, and when our bodies have risen арий, 
place them likevrise in your kingdom thar we may love 
and blese you forever and eer.” 


Пара Ta aee Вы 


ALFREDO RELLAMAS 
FONTILLAS 


of Amungan, Iba, Zambales 
November 7, 1930 ~ December 7, 2007 


Former Country Finance Officer of American Express Co. 
‘and Former Professor of Silliman University and 
Philippine School of Business Administration 


who peacefully passed away in the infinite grace and goodness of our 
Lord and in the company of Mary, the Queen of Heaven and 
‘St, Josemaria Escriva. 


Beloved son of Simplicio Fontillas (#) and Susana 

Rellamas ($). His loving wife Dr. Corazon Divino (+); 

children and children-in-law, Dr. M 
Naz Luis; Dr. 

Dr. дуву Vie 
Raymund Рапсг 
Dr. Raymund Angelo D. Fontillas and Jane Sumbillo; 
grandchildren Josef, Anna, Javi, Tina, Corinne, Clarisse, 
Manu and Eric; and other relatives and friends request your 

prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at Loyola Memorial Chapels in 


Her remains lie in her residence at 081 
Dulong Bayan, City of San Jose Del Monte, 
Bulacan. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, ... 
December 12, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. м 
at Holy Haven Memorial Park, 
City of San Jose Del Monte, 
Bulacan. 


Guadalupe, Makati City. Interment will be on Friday, 
December 14, 2007 at Loyola 
Memorial Park in Marikina City after 
the 8:00 am Mass. 


{ Gin Toying Memory of the { 
Ў First Death Anniversary ? 


who died on December 11, 2006 at Lucena City 
Masses shall be offered today 
at the following churches: 

National Shrine of our 
Lady of Lourdes, Quezon City 
Our Lady of Hope Parish 
Quezon City 
Our Lady of the Gate Parish 
Daraga, Albay 
Carmel of St. Joseph ... 


The family requests your prayers for 
the eternal repose of her soul. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


TENDER SALE 
Manufacturing Plant Services 


аву 14th December 2007-17:00 


‘Assets: Bo. Ugong, Pasig City 

BUHLER Ship Unloader; (3) WESCO Aluminum 

Wheat Trailers; Unused/Used Bearings; Heavy 
Duty Wooden Pallets; Pallet Jack; etc. 


VIEWING: STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT 


For more details please visit our website at www.goindustry.com 
Contact: JENNY, JESSA, DANG 


Golndustry Tel: +63 (2) 822 5555 


ere ovn Pon manila@goindustry.com 


ALICIA YLAGAN NAVARRO 


of Quezon City and Naujan, Oriental Mindoro | 


Peacefully joined our Creator and her husband Borry 
on December 6, 2007 at the age of 83. 


Her bereaved children Teddy and Bebots, Butch and Thelma, || 
Bobby, Hector and Rowena, Joy, Gina and Mia; grandchildren 
Nadinne, Paolo, Therese, Katrina, Mikael, Mariz, Kim, Kay, | 
Renzo, Anna, Tricia, Ali and Gabriel; sisters Velia Y. Javier and 
Betty Y. Sison; sisters-and brother-in-law, Lily М. Santos, Arleta N. 
Ruffy and Mario C. Navarro, nephews and nieces, request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Mt. Carmel, Broadway, New Manila, 
Quezon City. 


Interment at Loyola, Marikina will be tomorrow, December 12, 2007 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 


| 
z 
| ‘Lucena City i 


07 URVAN NEED Y'RAS CASH? 
eseapane | | 2.87 menton 
UP TO P5,000/wk! i 2 
10 HOURS TEXT FULL NAME, National Power B6 
P1,800 AGE, EDUC Corporation 
WITH DRIVER. BACKGROUND, Р z 
NN LOCATION Phil. Reclamation -B6 | !] 
09213497170 0918 602 8492 Authority BIG CLEAN-UP DAY 
Nov. 28, 2007 LTO Region Ill. In line with the 
DOLE-NCR —B6 | Тош Quality Management Program of the Land 
2 M Transportation Office and the Clean and Green 
титир | Fertilizer and Pesticide —B6 | program of the government, the Land 
OL 3 ‘Transportation Office, Regional Office No. 3 
Authority headed by Director Moises P. Almuete conducted 
4 the BIG-CLEAN UP DAY. Personnel from the 
PEZA-Baguio — B6 | Regional Office and the adjacent LTO San 
Algon Ph ео 
= surroundings of the office, planted plants along its 
pm carpe 
fice. This is also in line with the implementation 
of the 5S program in LTO Offices to increase 
efficiency and productivity of its employees. The 
LTO is not only cleaning the streets of traffic 
violators it also promotes a healthy environment 
for its employees and clients. 


"——— P 


| THE PHILIPPINES CAPTURED 

$1.9 billion in net foreign di- 
{rect investments in the first 
nine months, or 22.3 percent 
higher year-on-year. 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Governor Amando Tetangco 
Jr yesterday reported that, for 
the month of September 
alone, net FDI level amounted 
to $44 million as new foreign 
investors poured in fresh capi- 
tal, while existing ones plowed 
back earings to local busi- 
nesses. However, the monthly 
level was 77.3 percent lower 
than the net take in the same 


period last year. 
Unlike portfolio invest- 
ments, which are more 


volatile, FDIs represent in- 
vestments in bricks-and-mor- 
tar businesses that are usual- 
у capital and labor-intensive, 
such as factories, power 
* plants, mining ventures, busi- 
ness process outsourcing and 
other enterprises. They are 
considered the least volatile 
form of financial flows. 
“Behind the sustained net 
FDI inflows in September 
2007 were net equity capital 
placements of $95 million 
that were mostly infused into 


‘BSP: Net FDIs in first 9 
months reached $1.9B 


the real estate and manufac- 


turing sectors" Tetangco 
said. 

The net inflow in the rein- 
vested earnings account, 


amounting to $20 million, al- 
so contributed to this devel- 
‘opment. The combined in- 
flows more than offset the net 
outflow of $71 million in oth- 
er capital investments, he ex- 
plained 

From Januaty to Septem- 
ber, the net FDI flows exceed- 
ed the $1.6 billion recorded 
in the same period a year 
ago. 

‘On a cumulative basis, net 
FDI inflows from January to 
September 2007 consisted 
largely of net equity capital 
placements by foreign in- 


vestors which сате to 
around $1.8 billion. 
Gross equity capital place- 


ments reached $2 billion and 
were absorbed by manufactur- 
ers of electronics, health and 
chemical products; providers 
of international courier and in- 
formation technology devel- 
ортеп and multimedia ser- 
vice; as well as construction, 
mining and agricultural indus- 
tries. Doris C.Dumlao 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES RANKED 15TH 
out of 23 developing countries 
across Asia-Pacific in terms of real 
per capita income, or average earn- 
ings per person, based on a new 
Asian Development Bank study that 
tracked disparities in the region's 
living standards. 

According to the bank's “2005 In- 
ternational Comparison Program 
(ICP) in Asia and the Pacific: Pur- 
chasing Power Parity and Real Ex- 
penditure” released — yesterday, 
Brunei, Singapore, Macao, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan are the top five 
economies in developing Asia and 
the Pacific in terms of real per capita 
income. 

Japan and South Korea were not 
included in the study. 

“The study shows the growth and 
developmental challenges facing the 
region," ADB economist zal Ali said. 
“The region has miles to go before 
celebrating its economic success.” 

The Philippines lagged behind 
Malaysia (6th), Thailand (8th), 
China (10th) and Sri Lanka (13th) 
in terms of its citizens' individual 
economic prowess. But the coun- 
try was ahead of Pakistan (17th), 
Vietnam (18th) and India (19th) 
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Manufacturers Association of 


in the same indicator. 

Per capita real gross domestic 
product in the Philippines was esti- 
mated at HK$16,675—nearly thrice 
the per capita GDP of Asia-Pacific's 
poorest economy on the list Nepal 
(HKS$6,146), but a measly 6 percent 
of the income of the richest economy 
Brunei (HK$269,971). It stood be- 
low the regional average of 
HK$20,432 (a Hong Kong dollar is 
about five times the peso). 

Average per capita earnings in Sin- 
gapore and Hong Kong, among the 
top Asian destinations of overseas 
Filipino workers, respectively stood 
at 14 times and 12 times the Philip- 
pines’ per capita income. 

Developing Asia's fastest growing 
economies, China and India—which 
together make up 64 percent of the 
total real GDP of the 23 
economies—posted a respective per 
capita real GDP of HK$23,267 and 
HK$12,090. 

The study, which provides a snap- 
shot of economic measures, like in- 
come, consumption expenditure and 
capital formation, is part of a global 
initiative that allows cross-country 
comparison purchasing powers of 
currencies and living standards. The 
ICR which was coordinated globally 
by the World Bank, will allow com- 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


DOMESTIC VEHICLE SALES 
ARE expected to break the 
110,000 mark this year, the 
highest since the Asian financial 
crisis a decade ago, as the 
strong peso, stable market, 
strong economy, and a large 
line-up of new models drive 
record sales. 
Elizabeth H. Lee, president of 
the Chamber of Automotive 
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the Philippines (Campi), said in 
a joint report with the Truck 
Manufacturers Association that 
the groups sold 105,774 units 
from January to November or 
18.3 percent higher than the 
year-ago period. 

"Only 2,226 units need to be 
sold before we hit the target of 
108,000 units this year but month- 
ly sales have averaged 9,615 units 
in the past 11 months,” Lee said. 

Also, she cited the 
final resolution of 
the Supreme Court 
upholding the ban 
on used vehicles as 
well as the govern- 
ments “continued 
implementation” of 


this ban as contributing to the 
industry's growth. 

Data from Campi and TMA 
show that overall sales of com- 
mercial vehicles grew 25.2 per- 
cent in the 11-month period 
while that of passenger cars 
grew 7.5 percent. 

The CV segment, which in- 
cludes the subcategories of Asian 
utility vehicles, light commercial 
vehicles, light trucks, and trucks 
and buses, accounted for 65 per- 
cent of aggregate sales. 

All four subcategories 
showed improvements with 
sales of AUVs going up 27.8 per- 
cent to 28,419 units and of light 
commercial vehicles—consist- 
ing of pickups, vans, compact 
sports utility vehicles—by 23.4 


RP ranks 15th in per capita scale 


ADB tracks inequality in Asia-Pacific living standards 


parison of major economic indicators 
for 146 countries. 

The ADB was the regional coordi- 
nator for the ICP Asia-Pacific, which 
accounts for half the world’s popula- 
tion. 

The study took into account each 
economy's purchasing power parity 
(PPP), an idea popularized by The 
Economist's Big Mac Index, which 
prices hamburgers in global cities for 
а quick and crude comparison of in- 
ter-country price levels. The ICP is an 
attempt at a cross-country compari- 
son of key economic indicators based 
on this index and provides the most 
comprehensive cover of a broader 
range of commodities. 

Based on the Price Level Index, 
which is the ratio of the PPP to the ex- 
change rate, Fiji Islands and Hong 
Kong, China, are the costliest places to 
live, with respective price level indices 
of 208 and 180. They are followed by 
Macao (162); Singapore (159); Tai- 
wan (148); and Maldives (156). 

‘The price level index for the Philip- 
pines was estimated at 97, at par 
with the cost of living in Thailand but 
cheaper than in Malaysia (112), Chi- 
na (103) and Indonesia (100). 

In all, the study highlights the 
huge inequality in living standards 
among Asia-Pacific economies. 


RP seen surpassing sales target of 110,000 vehicles 


percent to 37,286 units. 

The assemblers also sold 
1,885 units of light trucks or 
21.6 percent higher while buy- 
ers took 811 units of trucks and 
buses or 24.8 percent better. 

As for passenger cars, 
turnover increased to 37,373 
units, although November sales 
slid by 10.6 percent compared 
to the October figure. 

In terms of total sales, Toyota 
Motor Philippines Corp. kept 
the lead with 37.7 percent of 
the market. It sold 39,843 units, 
increasing by 16.8 percent from 
the same period last year. 

Honda Cars Philippines Inc. re- 
mained at second with 15.3 per- 
cent ofthe market as sales reached. 
16,139 units, up 28.4 percent. 
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A truckload of 
value for your 
money. 


_ Power ng pickup. Presyo ng kotse. 


Ayala Land, Inc. recently participated in the Asian International Real Estate 
Expo & Conference held in PICC from Dec 6-10. 

‘Shown in photo: Ayala Land Senior Vice-President, Head of Corporate Sales 
& Marketing Group and Chairman of Ayala Land International Sales, Inc., Rex 
A. Mendoza together with Jay Visco, Division Manager of Corporate Sales, 
and Property Specialists from Ayala Land International Sales. 
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Spain 
to help 
develop 
Bicol, 
Caraga 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE SPANISH GOV- 
ernment has 
pledged one million 
euros in financial 
aid to the Phili 
pines to һер 
strengthen the agro- 
industrial sectors in 
Bicol and the Cara- 
ga region. 

Agriculture Sec- 
retary Arthur C. Yap 
said the memoran- 
dum of understand- 
ing "gives flesh to 
Madrids commit- 
ment to the socioe- 
conomic conditions 
of the small rural 
lucers of the 
Philippines.” 

The MOU was 
signed last week by 
Yap and Juan Pablo 
de Laiglesia, the sec- 
retary general of the. 
Spanish Agency for 
International Coop- 
eration. 

The project will 
focus on value- 
adding of major 
commodities such 
as coconut, abaca, 
cassava and 
pineapple and 
strengthening of 
the capabilities of 
both project benefi- 
ciaries and imple- 
menters. 

Establishment of 
processing facilities 
and installation of 
the required ma- 
chinery and equip- 
ment will be under- 
taken under the first 
component of the 
project, the DA 
added. 

Meanwhile, Yap 
said the РА, 
through the Bu- 
reau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Re- 
sources, will also 
ink а separate 
MOU with the 
Agencia Española 
de Cooperacion In- 
ternationale for a 
project on sustain- 
able management 
of coastal ге 
sources, also in the 
two regions. 

Similarly, the sec- 
ond project is cov- 
ered by an official 
development assis- 
tance from Spain 
under the Sth Joint 
Commission for Co- 
operation for 2006- 
2008. 
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INSIDE OUT 
Cory Quirino 


Take charge а 
of your health xz 


Be clear about your d "à 
goals and whatever 1 xm з, 


they аге, work d А ЫҸ 


to achieve them 


& 
= The new 
NEW ERA IS UPON US. IT | 
puts you on center stage in 
caring for your own health. a 


There was a time when people would not 


у 
take an active role in а plan to keep them- - 


| 


selves healthy, leaving all the major deci- 


sions to their physicians. 
The day of taking charge has arrived. 
And you are in control. 


Change is good 

Because a new season of change is upon 
you, there are changes to be made. Taking 
charge means the following: 

1. Be clear about your health goals. 

Do you want to have a stronger body, 
prolong and sustain your energy levels, 
boost your resilience against stress, or just 
simply refuse to catch a cold every three 
months? Whatever your goal is, assess, de- 
cide and act. 

2. Seek advice/guidance from ex- 
perts—your _ physician/nutritionist/gym 
trainer. Sometimes even your pastor/parish 
priest or best friend may have a recommen- 
dation or two. 

3. No matter what the occasion, you 
should not be deterred or derailed from 
your goal. 

4. Give yourself a workable timetable, 
something that is not an impossible dream, 
one that will not stress you out. 

5. Listen to your body language. If your 
body talks to you in ways you cannot ig- 
nore, listen. Pretending that your symp- 
toms will go away by ignoring them will not 
eliminate them. In fact, the next time 
around they will become more serious. 


Human performance 

Ina casual, random survey, people were 
asked what they really wanted from their 
bodies. The answer was unanimous from 
the men—to be in tip-top performance lev- 
el. Women, on the other hand, said they 
wished for strength and beauty. 

Philip Maffetone, in “In Fitness and in 
Health,” said when health and fitness were 
balanced, the result was optimal human 
performance. 

You do not have to win an Olympic gold 
medal to be fit and healthy. You just need to 
perform well in all aspects of life—person- 
al, family, work and social. 

So let us define the terms clearly: 

Fitness—to perform a physical activity 
well 

Health—the optimal balance of all the 
body systems, muscular, skeletal, nervous, 
digestive, lymphatic, hormonal, mental, 
emotional, and other systems 

Dr. Maffetone does simple math: fitness 


+ health = human performance. The new Nokia N95 8GB boasts of a bigger 8GB internal al 
3 

Limitless energy i n i j 
Su ay reas eaa es tule s memory, a wider 2.8" QVGA screen, a 5 megapixel camera L 

physical needs. So we have to feed it ener- Р " В Р А 

ЕС аа St de baie aod. |. with Сай Zeiss optics, DVD-grade videos, the Nokia Video Center 4 

requirements: carbohydrates (bread, pasta, $F ne " ЖАР d 

fruits, rice), fats (oil, butter, cheese eggs), | and more. Теа device just got all beefed up. 

proteins (meat, fish, poultry). ud 2 үз 


If balance is the key, then eating moder- 
ate amounts from the different food groups 
mentioned should give you what you need. 

Good nutrition also means good hydra- 
tion—10-12 glasses of water daily, and veg- 
etables. With these, you can only do the | 
right thing. 1 


Finally, balance includes enough time for | 7 $ 
workand play. When work takes the bulk of 
носат рлу When worktakes he buket [Уорс арии мон ин angit Ops ny einen tet ern 
ап both méntally and physically. | “eae a pnd anna ey gon Gc ааа era eon serasa anne anaes дейст etn neon nde. 
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People who are naturally driven will not abe cree hoped a 


give importance to this. They аге ѕо focused | 


on their work/money ambition to the detri- Available at the following Nokia Stores nationwide: Greenbelt 1, Glorietta Digital Xchange, Tomas Morato, Festival Mall, SM City North Edsa, Gaisano Davao, 
ment of their health. Gateway Mall, Robinsons Manila, Robinsons Galleria, SM Davao, Tacloban Gity, Lim Ket Kai Center CDO, Alabang Town Center, SM Май of Asia, Podium, Greenhills, 


But it is never too late to make adjust- Г ‘SM Gity Cebu, SM lloilo, SM Bacolod, Rockwell, Bonifacio High Street, Trinoma, Dagupan, SM Batangas, SM Pampanga, Ayala Mall Cebu 
ments. More on this next week. К 


Meanwhile, your affirmation today is 
“Today I take charge of me.” 
Love and light! 
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MAURICE i... 


(as in moi), Vicky 
Morales Reyno, 
Korina Sanchez, 
Ruth Co, Missy Ayala, 
Tim Yap, Gina Lopez, 
Boy Abunda, Ms. 
iva and Quezon 

City Vice Mayor 
Herbert Bautista 


Star-studded 
‘Broadway production’ 


i} 


Li. 


HOTEL InterconGM FIRST Daughter Luli 
Christian Pirodon М. Arroyo 


ary m 
IN ое 


OUR HOST, brilliant mega 
entrepreneurs Ruth Velasco and. 
husband Arnold Co 


BEAUTIFUL couple: King Reyno 
and preggy wife Vicky Morales 


STOCK market's Vivian = 
Yachengco and daughter METROBANK'S Zandra Ty and 
Margarita Y. Locsin Cherry Pie Tan-Ty 


FRENCH Baker’s 
Johnlu Koa 


PEL ae 


CARMINA Pavia, Rox Silverio, Jaqui Dayrit Boncan, Chiqui m 
(seated) Sanchez and Red Cross’ beautiful Rosa Rosal 


HE MADISON GRILL, 

| Quezon City’s spanking 

new dining destination, 

had a star-studded opening, 
palanggas. 

It will no doubt attract Que- 
zon City-based residents and ex- 
ecutives and even Makati and 
Manille gourmands who will 
surely appreciate the luxury of 
savoring melt-in-your-mouth 
Wagyu, Kobe, and certified US 
‘Angus beef, as well as have fun 
making their own pizzas, among 
other yummies, dahlings. 

Instead of the usual ribbon- 
snipping, there was a fun pizza- 
cutting. The star lineup of pizza 
cutters мете Boy Abunda; Kori- 
na Sanchez; Vicky Morales; 
Maurice Arcache, as in moi; ОС 
Vice Mayor Herbert’ Bautista; 
ABS-CBN Foundation’s Gina 
Lopez; Missy Ayala (wife of Ay- 
ala's Jimmy Ayala), food mogul 
Prevesyudhi Raiva of Thailand; 
and naturellement, the brilliant 
hotshot producer of the Broad- 
way-theme extravaganza, Ms 
with 4 Bs Ruth Velasco-Co. 

Each of us later customized 
our pizza slices. 

Rajo Laurel came a bit late- 
ish to cut his white truffle-laced 
pizza. But he was early enough 
to savor prime cuts of Wagyu, 
Roast Australian Lamb Leg and 
salt-crusted Chilean sea bass, 
palanggas. 

Tim Yap, recently awarded 
"Star Host” of the year, was the 
emcee of the affair. 

Madison Grill was packed el- 
bow to elbow with television 
and movie celebrities, and other 
people who are stars in their 
own right. 

Dashing in just in time for the 
slicing of our individual pizza 
pieces, to be filled with toppings 
of our choice, was the brilliant 
and articulate Boy Abunda 

All excited was mother-to-be, 
GMAs beautiful Vicky Morales 
Reyno, who makes wishes come 
true. “Can you believe, Maurice, 
after six years my wish finally 
came true?” she told me. She 
looked great in her preggy state, 

Naturellement proud papa-to- 
be, dashing King Reyno, was 
beaming with pride. 

My pal Pepper Teehankee 
could not get enough of the 
Wagyu rib-eye and had three 
servings. Statuesque Zandra Ty, 
MetroBank’s first lady, couldn't 
wait to check out the fantastic 
menu this one-ofa-kind resto 
had to offer, dahlings. 

And Margarita Yuchengco 
Locsin, who just jetted in from 
Russia, was all excited about her 
wedding on Jan. 2 to her true. 
love, Antonio Chan. 

And would you believe that 
my choice of topping was the 
No. 1 favorite? People piled it on 
their pizza as fast as you" could 
batan eyelash. 

Saying this was his wife's act, 
business magnate Arnold Co ap- 
plauded Ruth's production while 


KIM Camacho and dem Bea 


WITHOUT cy 


BATTING } 
AN EYELASH 


Maurice 
Arcache 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 
contemplating the next food 
venture their company would 
explore. 

Madison Grill was fantastical- 
ly designed and its interiors 
done through the collaboration 
between Strategic Brands Net- 
works and Ivy Almario of the 
famed Atelier Almario architec- 
tural firm who had this to say: 
"The interiors deliver a warm 
and fun ambiance beyond 
"rare—a truly ‘well-done’ pro- 
ject!” Need I say more? 

Yes, palanggas, check out 
this resto at the third floor of 


TriNoma, right across Zara. It BIGFISH's Pixie Cheah and MOTOROLA'S Mari Litonjua 
will be your journey to а рег.  cybersmart Ricky Daker and wife Ibay 


fect steak. For reservations, call 
9341572. You won't regret it, I 
promise. 


Brave fish 

The past few weeks have been 
dismal, with the weather so wet 
and gloomy, but not for the popu- 
lar Team Bigfish that blasted out 
an explosive bash that gave party 
people a euphoric experience on 
the dance floor, dahlings. 

Embassy Superclub and Big- 
fish matched the raging -rain 
with an equally raging party- - 
powered by no less than Fierce 
Angels resident DJ Erie Kupper. 
From the beat inside, you'd nev- 
er guess it was pouring outside. 

Nobody can fashionably and 
fearlessly charge forward in the 
blinding rain better than the Big- 
fish party people, palanggas. The 
success of this happening is an- 
other proof that the love for par- 
tying wins over any natural ob- 
stacle. It's been proven time and 
again that when Bigfish calls, 
dahlings, the night owls will 
come. 

Smart Gold, Coors Beer, Myx, 
Inquirernet, Philippine Star, 
Good Times Condoms, Mega 
Publishing, Circuit, MNL, NU 
107, plus so many other hot 
sponsors contributed to the hot 


event's success. 


Now, palanggas, don't let the 
seemingly blasphemous name 
fool you. Anyone who knows his 
dance music knows what Gods- 
kitchen is, And irs definitely got 
nothing to do with gods or 
kitchens. 

Godskitchen is just one of the 
oldest, most prolific, most influ- 
ential and biggest superclubs in 
the international clubbing com- 
munity, right up there with 
namedroppable clubbing heavy- 
weights. 

Godskitchen stormed into 
Manille with British trance su- 
perstar DJ John Askew and Big- 
fish resident DJ Johnboy Lee, 
no less. 1 Esplanade was com- 
pletely decked out, transformed 
into a total party heaven, 
dahlings. VIP areas along the 
walls were occupied by the 
cream of the party-going crowd. 

‘And tons of Manille's most 
beautiful and most fashionable 
people showed up all dressed in 
the latest chic style. The whole 
place was alive with pumping 
music, pulsating laser lights, 
tantalizing motion graphics and 
awesome bodies dancing in uni- 
son, way, way past Cinderella's 
bedtime, palanggas. Well, that's 
what partying is all about, n'est- 
ce pas (asin, di bala)? 


JILL Beckingham, wife of the British PAUL Smith's Miguel Ongsiako, Tim. p and architect 
‘ambassador, and southern lady Jeanie Javelosa and interior designer Chito Antonio 


АА 'S Myrna Fernandez, Rowena 
‘Tomeldan and Cora Dizon 


EDD Fuentes of Fuentes Publicity with Maryann 
Ojeda and ABS-CBN's Philip Cu-Unjieng 
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INNER AWARENESS 
Jaime Licauco 


Power of suggestion 


Part t 


IN MY SEMINARS, I HAVE SUMMARIZED 
the Law of Attraction in the following sim- 
ple steps: 

1. Be sure you know what it is you really 
want. Whatis your goal specifically? 

2. You must slow down your brain waves 
to at least the alpha level (from 7 to 14 cy- 
cles per second on the EEG or electro-en- 
cephalogram). But you do not need an EEG 
machine to know that. АЙ you have to do is 
go into a relaxed, passive meditative state. 

3. Once you have reached the alpha 
state, visualize or form an image of your 
goal using all your five senses. To make 
things happen, you must engage also the 
right hemisphere of your brain that only 
understands pictures, images and symbols. 

‘Your left brain is your analytical, logical 
and critical side. The right brain is your in- 
tuitive and imaginative brain. 

4, You must mentally program or visual- 
зге your goal at least twice а day, once in 
the morning after waking up, and once be- 
-foregoingto sleep. 

Fou inust visualize your goal as already 
‘achieved and not how you are going to, 
achieve it. 

5. To make your brain programming suc- 
cessful, there are three important factors 
you must keep in mind. You must have a 
strong desire for your goal, you must be- 
lieve in the method or programming you 
are doing and you must expect the result to 
happen without any doubt at all. 

If doubt enters your mind, you will not 
achieve your goal because you are putting a 
monkey wrench to its achievement. 


The Law of Affirmation 

Closely related to the Law of Attraction is 
the Law of Affirmation or Suggestion. This 
law states that whatever we affirm or sug- 
gest becomes a physical reality. 

Rhonda Byrne, in her book "The Secret," 
discusses affirmation. or suggestion or ifiz 
tention as part of the Law of Attraction but 
itis really a separate law in itself. 

‘The Law of Attraction states that “like at- 
tracts like.” We do not have to affirm it ver- 
bally for it to work. We attract what we are, 
whether we say it or not. It is like the theory 
of vibrations, similar energies or vibrations 
attract themselves to one another. 

Ina social setting we say, “Birds of the 
same feather flock together.” I recall here 


the true jd documented case of an 
American woman who married and di- 
vorced five different men, all of whom 
turned out to be drunkards. She could not 
understand why she attracted this type of 
men. 

Positive affirmation or suggestion, how- 
ever, is one of the keys to the achievement 
of any goal we have. Realize that thoughts 
are things, thoughts have energy, thoughts 
have power. 

In the 18th century, a French pharmacist 
turned healer, Emile Coué, became famous 
because of his discovery of the power of 
positive suggestion or affirmation. 

Parisian medical doctors considered 
Coué a quack. But when terribly ill patients 
started getting healed after visiting his clin- 
ic, they sent spies to find out how he cured 
the patients. 

‘The spies reported that, whatever illness 
the patient had, Coué asked him to repeat 
to himself the following statement 16 times 
a day: “Every day in every way, I am getting 
better and better.” And they indeed got bet- 
ter 

That was long before Anton Mesmer dis- 
covered what became known as "mes- 
merism" and “later hypnosis." And, long be- 
fore psychology was established as a sci- 
ence, Coué already knew the tremendous 
power of suggestion in helping people heal 
themselves. 

Coué told the story of an asthmatic who 
went to another town and stayed in a ho- 
tel he had never been to before. That 
evening, he felt the start of an asthma at- 
tack. Usually, when that happened, all he 
had to do was open a window and breathe 
fresh air. 

But he was in a strange place. It was dark 
and he did not remember where the light 
switch was. In desperation, he began walk- 
ing in the dark touching all the walls in 
search of a window: 

When he touched a glassy area, which he 
assumed was the window, he hurled a chair 
and broke it. He breathed deeply and his 
asthma subsided, enough for him to go 
backto sleep. 

The next morning he looked at what he 
broke. It was an old grandfather clock. His 
hotel room did not have a window. The 
thought of breathing fresh air stopped what 
could have been a fatal asthma attack. 

Such is the power of suggestion or affir- 
mation! * 


Friends of bearing 


Pacific Region celebrated its 10th annivei- 
sary by honoring institutions and individu- 
als that have helped the hearing impaired 
lead normal, productive lives. 

The event was also a reunion of about. 
a hundred cochlear implant users na- 
tionwide. 

Recipients of the Outstanding Public 
Service Award included the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office (РСЗО), 
ABS-CBN and anchor person Korina 
Sanchez, and pioneering Filipino 
cochlear implant surgeons Drs. Norberto 
Martinez and Charlotte Chiong. 

Dr. Eliza Baroque, manager of the 
Charity Clinic Department, accepted the 
award on behalf of PCSO chair Sergio Va- 
lencia. РСЗО has donated partial fund- 


impaired bonored 


MEDICAL ELECTRONICS (MED-EL) ASIA-—ing for surgeries of indigent deaf pupils. 


== ABS-CBN was honored for its pro- 


grams that raised public awareness on 
the potentials of the hearing impaired. 

Med-El Asia Pacific country manager 
Maribel Mueller presented the awards 
‘She was assisted by Dr. Erwin Hockmair, 
chair of the department of applied 
physics at Innsbruck University, Austria; 
and Austrian Ambassador Herbert 
Jaeger. Dr. Hochmair invented the Med- 
el cochlear implant. 

As part of the anniversary observance, 
Med-El donated a cochlear implant de- 
vice to Hannah Dorothy Pagarigan, 6, 
daughter of Raymund M. Pagarigan, a 
tricycle driver. She has been a scholar of 
Med-el since 2004 at St. Francis School 
УЗА Arts Philippines. 


How to lose the extra 
holiday pounds 


WORRIED ABOUT THE POUNDS YOU WILL 
„gain during the holidays? Vigen BodyCare 
may be able to help. 

The Humony Super Slimming Physique 
machine is a revolutionary slimming ma- 
chine that works by activating one’s natural 
body frequency, With just 40-60 minutes of 
treatment each day, Humony SSP can make 
the body stronger and even more charged 
than before. 

The Humony SSP combines two benefi- 
cial forces, faradic wavelength and cel- 
lotherm. 

-Faradic wavelength is a slimming treat- 
ment that originated in France. It uses bio- 
-dynamic frequency to reach deep into the 
: body ridding it of fat, cholesterol and other 
bodily wastes while promoting muscle tone 
and reducing fat cells. 

Cellotherm is a German technology that 
also burns fat and cholesterol using far in- 
frared rays. At the same time, it enhances 
the body's metabolism while strengthening 
body cells. 

‘An hour-long session with Humony SSP 
costs P500. 

Other health-enhancing machines at Vi- 
gen BodyCare include the Moxi Seat Bath, a 


heat-regulated seat using far infrared rays, 
and the thermal Top and Top Bed for the 
back and neck area. 

Vigen Body Care is at 2/F 220-B Wilson 
St., San Juan, Metro Manila; e-mail Vigen- 
BodyCareQ gmail.com, tel. 7444693. 
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Antioxidants 


Anti-aging 


tt you think that antioxidants in 
coffee are only good for preventing 
diseases such as cancer and 
coronary heart disease, you're in for 
a big surprise. They also help slow 
down the process of aging. Include а 
сир of coffee to your beauty regimen 
and your skin wi reap the benefits. 
That's because antioxidants prevent 
сей damage—one of the reasons for. 
premature aging. Not only can they 
help maintain your youthful looks, 
they also help preserve your young 
brain, Another eye-opener: coffee is 
one of the richest sources of 
antioxidants, much more than red 
wine, green tea and cocoa. So go. 
ahead and make coffee a part of 
your dally diet and have a healthy, 
young glow from the inside out. 


Look at coffee in 
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different way: 
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Weight loss solutions that last 
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By Mitch Felipe 


Part2 


CHANGE YOUR LIFESTYLE. 

When your workout is not 
enough or impossible to sustain, 
you need a lifestyle change. 

My present job entails more writ- 
ing and sitting down to talk to 
clients, unlike before. I used to train 
clients for exercise and teach group 
exercise classes at least five days a 
week. During that time, I can eat 
more than what I eat now and still 
lose weight. 

I started using a pedometer (this 
can be bought from electronic cen- 
ters) early this year and discovered 
during my personal lifestyle assess- 
‘ment that I move less now than be- 
fore. 

T decided to make a conscious ef- 
fort to complete at least 40,000 
steps per week with at least 3-4 


Questioi 


Doctor Says... 

Our body is made up of water, fat, protein, 
‘carbohydrate and various vitamins and minerals. 
Obesity s a condition where the stored fat in the 
J: body is increased toa point where itis associated. 

ivith certain health concerns. It is usually 

“evaluated by measuring the BMI or body mass 
index. ВМ is calculated by dividing a person's 
weight (п kilograms) by the square of his/her 
height (in meters), thus ВМ/= kgin?. ABMI value. 

:.of 18.5 is underweight, 18.5-24.9 is normal 

: weight, 25.0-29.9 is overweight, 30.0-39.9 is 

"obese; 40.0 or higher is severely (or morbidly) 
obese. Asia-Pacific guidelines recommend а 

|. stricter criteria, with BMI of 23 considered as 
‘overweight and BMI of 25 as obese. Your doctor 
can guide you on these numbers. 

Obesity was previously thought of as an 
isolated condition. Currently, it has been 
identified as related to other diseases. Ciinical 
studies have shown that excessive body weight 
can increase one's chances of developing 
various diseases, such as cardiovascular or 
heart diseases, increased blood pressure or 
hypertension, Type 2 Diabetes Melitus (DM), 
Snoring resulting to insufficient breathing and 
éstecarihrls. пад боп, fat deposits concentrated 
оп the abdominal area or Central obesity is ап 
important risk factor for metabolic syndrome — а 
cluster of diseases and risk factors including Type 
2 DM, high blood pressure, high blood 
cholesterol and triglyceride levels, that heavily 
predisposes a person to cardiovascular disease. 

The number of obese people has doubled 
and has been continually rising in the last two 
decades in developed and developing countries. 


Your Doctor Knows Best 
Elizabeth Paz-Pacheco, MD, FPCP, FPSEM 


During one of my regular medical consultations, my doctor advised me to start 
reducing weight because | am getting close to being obese and this increases my 
tisk of having heart disease. What is obesity and why would this put me at risk? 


Inthe Philippines, similar to the other parts of the. 
world, itis believed that 1 in every 8 Flipinos is. ~ 
‘overweight or obese. The sudden rise in obesity 
is due to various factors with a trend towards 
decreasing physical activity and increasing calorie 
consumption. As with many medical conditions, ` 
the energy input and expenditure imbalance that 
results in obesity often develops from a 
‘combination of genetic and environmental factors. 
Dietary factors, in itself, is insufficient to explain 
the phenomenal rise of obesity. A seemingly 
increasing sedentary lifestyle, genetics, certain 
diseases and medications also have significant 
roles to play. 

So how do we address this? Most health 
programs and policies are geared toward proper 
nutritional intake coupled with increase physical 
activities. The overall management will depend 
оп the degree of obesity. Aside from lifestyle 
modifications, certain medications and surgical 
procedures are opted for more extreme cases. 
Early on, policies are trying to address childhood 
obesity since this will have a carry over effect 
‘once adulthood is reached. This condition should 
never be overlooked, behind those cute chubby 
cheeks and bulging tummies lie a medical digaster 
waiting to happen. For proper guidance, please 
‘consult your doctor, 


Dr. Paz-Pacheco is an Endocrinologist at 
The Medical City. She is of 
the Philippine Association for the Study of 
Overweight and Obesity; Associate Professor and 
Chief of Section of Endocrinology at the UP-PGH. 
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hours of cardio workout and twice a 
week of weight training so I can 
manage the same amount and qual- 
ity of food and still maintain my 
weight. 

A recent study published in the 
Journal of Medical Association 
shows that just over 2,100 addition- 
al steps per day mean a 27 per cent 
increase in physical activity. 

1 remember my first client who 
lost 25 pounds in six months by 
working out 5-6 times a week. She 
did indoor cycling, treadmill and 
twice a week of full body weight 
training. She also did her best to 
modify her food intake. 

When she went to Italy to study, 
she stopped her usual gym workout 
due to lack of access. But, she had to 
walk almost two hours to and from 
her school. After six months, she 
lost 20 more pounds. 

A realistic lifestyle change is 
something that you can imagine do- 
ing long-term without getting 
stressed or feeling deprived. That 
type of lifestyle is quite simple, but 
you can see gradual results that will 
last. 


Solve your issues first 

Identify your problems then пу 
to solve them first before expecting 
long-term results. 
* There is a lot to consider in terms 
of managing weight, not just exer- 
cise and diet, but also how you live, 
manage your time and solve per- 
sonal issues. 

You sleep for 6-8 hours, and work 


MANDALA SPA & VILLAS BO- 
racays Hilot Trilogy was 
named the 2007 AsiaSpa 
Awards Holistic Treatment of 
the Year. 

Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace 
Durano, congratulating Mandala 
for the award, said it was an indica- 
tion that the country's health and 
wellness destinations and services 
were definitely at par with world 
standards. 

Established in 2005, the AsiaSpa 
Awards aim to set the standards in 
the industry and highlight innova- 
tion and quality. 

The awards are organized by 
AsiaSpa Magazine, a luxury well- 
ness publication reaching more 
than 120,000 women across 
Asia. 

This year’s categories included 
treatments, locations, products, 
teaching programs, events and indi- 
vidual efforts. 

Mandala is one of the first lux- 


caused by firecrackers? 


limb. 


Surgeon. Dr 


Center every Monday and Friday Зат ө Пат. 


Friday 3-4pm. 


What are the common injuries 


Firecrackers related injury most frequently 
involve the hands/fingers (45%), eyes (30%) 
and head/face (25%). More than half of injuries 
occurring are burns. In the hands and fingers, 
firecracker blast injury can cause traumatic 
amputation of the fingers resulting in shortened 
fingers and even loss of the fingers. In the eyes, 
contusions, lacerations and foreign bodies are 
frequently seen. Firecrackers can be associated 
with serious injuries such as blindness, third- 
degree burns, permanent scarring and loss of 


This week's answer to our 
feature question was provided 
‘by our accredited Orthopootic 
Erie 
Morales Dr Morales, a 
medicine graduate of the 
University af Sto. Tomas, had 
is training for Ms mde 
specialty in Sport Medicine & 
Lirirescopy at the National 
Universsy of Hospital of 
li Singapore. He és а fellow the 
‘quality tme with hs Ратну watching movies or travelling ош of 
town and since his sub-specialty i Sports Medicine & Arthroscopy 
De Morales have tried many sports activistes as possible. MEDICond j 
‘members тау avail for his consultations at Asian Hospital & Medical i 
tina Valley 

Medical Center every Monday Wednesday and Friday 1-3pm, Manila 
East Medical Center every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 1-3pm. 
Morld Cut Medical Center every Tuesday. Thnrsdey and Saturday 10. 
13и and at Garcia General Hospital every Monday, Wednesday aud. 
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DO YOU WAKE UP AND FIND 
yourself knocking over-things as 
you look for your glasses or your 
contact lenses? You may want to try 
Lasik surgery so you do not have to 
suffer blurred vision if you cannot 
find your sight aids. Lasik is a 30- 
minute correctable, effective out- 
patent procedure to remedy a 
range of visual problems and im- 
prove eyesight. 

Over 11 million Lasik surgeries 
had been performed worldwide so 
far. With greater advances in tech- 
nology and with more and more 
people wanting to be rid of the in- 
convenience of wearing glasses or 
contacts, Lasik surgery is increas- 
ingly becoming a common out-pa- 
tient procedure. 

Singapore's largest dedicated 
Lasik Surgery Clinic averages 1,600 
Lasik surgeries a month, making it 
one of the largest Lasik Surgery 
Clinics in the world. 
lipinos can now avail of the 
procedure with the opening of 
Lasik Surgery Clinic Manila. The 


TEENZONE CLUB, A BRAINCHILD 
of Ciba Vision, global manufacturer 
of lenses and lens care products, 
held recently its educational talk se- 
ries, "Computer Vision Syndrome 
Awareness Campaign—A Close En- 
counter on Vision Hazards" in 
school campuses. 

Computer vision syndrome or 
CVS is considered one of today's 
fastrising eye diseases affecting 
hundreds of students and profes- 
sionals alike. 

The interactive talk series was 


conducted at the Centro Escolar 
University, St. Scholastica's College, 
Delos Santos-STI College of Nurs- 


Eye surgery 


for another eight hours. You devote 
the rest of the day to self-care, eat- 
ing, workout or sports and any form 
of recreational activity like watch- 
ing television, reading or chatting 
with friends. 

You cannot always expect a per- 
fect day and, most of the time, you 
will face unexpected challenges. 
Sometimes, unresolved issues will 
continue to haunt your thoughts 
and affect your emotions. 

Let us say you are quite success- 
ful in losing weight cight now. You 
plan to eat healthy for the day and 
spend 90 minutes at the gym. Sud- 
denly, on your way to the gym, you 
see your ex-boyfriend with his new 
girlfriend. You end up buying a box 
of pizza on your way home. You can 
tell what comes next... 

Thisis why a person often fails to 
maintain a desired rate of weight 
loss. Issues from the past remain up 
to the present and letting go of and 
recovering from a painful emotion 
is hard. 

In the weight loss readiness test 
presented at the Learn Program for 
Weight Control by Kelly Brownell, 
existing outside factors like nega- 
tive emotions, stress at work and 
family obligations are being consi 
ered in assessing how much effort is 
needed to stick to a weight loss pro- 
gram. 

If you still have lots of issues, be 
aware of your existing problems 
and make time to work them out 
before you can experience a sus- 


*Hilot gets international 


ury wellness centers in the coun- 
try to offer hilot. It won the 2005 
AsiaSpa award for Treatment of 
the Year. 

The two-hour Hilot Trilogy ses- 
sion combines three traditional 
healing therapies widely prac- 
ticed in the Philippines. The 
deep-tissue hilot relaxes over-all 
tension and establishes equilibri- 
um. 

The dagdagay, of Cordilleran 
gin, uses two bamboo or rattan 
Sticks to stimulate the soles and 
cleanse the body from specific 
points in the feet. 

The bentosa involves warmed 
glass cups that suction out toxins 
and improve circulation. 

Hilot is currently being pro- 
moted aggressively by the DOT in 
the international market. Selling 
missions that feature the well- 
ness therapy have been received 
enthusiastically by Japanese, 
Chinese and European travel 
groups. ч 


== 
first international branch of Lasik 
Surgery Clinic, itis located at DLS- 
STI MegaClinic of SM Megamall. 
LSC Manila at MegaClinic is 
owned by Lasik Surgery Inc. It is a 
parmership venture between De los 
Santos-STI group with Felix Huang, 


Dr. Enrique Enriquez and Dr 
Gabriel Heredia. 
LSC Manila offers refractive 


surgery using state-of-the-art 
equipment as well as a referral cen- 
ter for all eye problems including 
cataract, glaucoma, oculoplasty, 
retina and pediatric ophthalmolo- 
gy 


ing and University of Santo Tomas. 

The talks were conducted by eye 
care professionals Dr. Jeanette Ro- 
mualdez-Oo, Ciba Vision's profes- 
sional services consultant, and Dr. 
Cirila Salcedo, product manager of 
10S marketing. 

They provided participants infor- 
mation oñ the cause and effect of 
CVS, the importance of eye care, and 
key advantages of contact lenses. 

‘Optical care activities were also 
conducted. Participants were given 
free eye check-up using state-of-the 
artauto refractor machine. 

Students, faculty members and 
other school staff members availed 


tainable weightloss. 

Sometimes you might not be able 
to resolve them by yourself. Studies 
have shown that social support 
works well. It keeps you motivated 
to stick to your program and, at the 
same time, lets you express nega- 
tive emotions. 


Credit success to yourself 

Consider yourself the best part of 
the whole process. 

It is true that going through the 
process of weight loss and sustain- 
ing the results require a deeper un- 
derstanding of exercise physiology, 
nutrition and psychology. 

But the most important ingredi- 
ent is you. You should be at the cen- 
ter of the process, and should not 
attribute success to an exercise pro- 
gram, an eating plan, or a piece of 
weight loss advice from a friend. 
These are just means of support to 
enable you to last the journey. 

One of the missing links in any 
‘weight management program is the 
person's winning attitude. 

You may try all the diets available 
then realize in the end that believ- 
ing in yourself is the best weight 
loss strategy. 

‘Try to read stories of others who 
successfully survived the chal- 
lenges. They will inspire you to 
keep going and make you think that 
if they were able to do it, why can’t 
you? 

For comments or questions e-mail 
the author а — mitchfe- 
lipe@gmail.com 


recognition 


MANDALA Spa & Villas Boracay 
president Karen Neff received the 
trophy and certificate during the 
‘AsiaSpa 2007 Awards ceremony at 
the Grand Hyatt hotel in Hong Kong. 


Like the Singapore clinic, it us- 
es the most widely used VISX 


Star 54 with Iris Registration. 
LSC Manila — (www.lasik- 
surgeryclinic.com.ph, 6352705) 
also offers advanced cataract 
surgery (phacoemulsification) 
using the latest and most sophis- 
ticated machines. 

Lasik Surger Clinic (Manila) has 
а team of professional and highly 
‘qualified eye surgeons to ensure the 
highest standard of personal and 
professional care with Enriquez as 
head senior eye surgeon of LSC 
Manila. 


Club holds eye care activities in schools 


of free trial lens fitting. 

TeenZone Club 
(8893101/6140086; e-mail teen- 
zone@bettereyesforbetterlife.com, 
teenzone@stocklandworld- 


wideine.com, —teenzoneclubQya- 
hoo.com and clubteen- 
zone@gmail.com) 


offers optical care services such 
as eye consultations and eye exami- 
nations to members and their fami- 
lies. 

Members enjoy other freebies 
like invites to concerts, parties and 
other events, as well as special dis- 
counts in participating shops, gyms, 
etc. 
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Sam, Anne insist 
there’s no romance 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


ANNE Curtis 


"| DONT KNOW HOW TO 
court girls. Anne and I are very 
good friends. Friendship is the 
foundation of a good relation- 
ship. We'll just see where this 
goes,” Fil-Am actor Sam Milby 
said, when asked if he was re- 
ally wooing Australian-born 
actress Anne Curtis. 

Stories romantically link- 
ing them persist, especially 
when an alleged lovers 
spat—during the Ist Star 
Magic Ball in August—was 
uploaded on YouTube. 


On “The Buzz,” where she 
SAM/D4 


Science fiction 
became popular 
in the 50's. 


Introduced in 1951. 
Like science fiction, 
Cream Corn Starch is 
popular to this day. 
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Just text KISSES to 2600 for more details. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF 100 YEARS OF 
UNFORGETTABLE KISSESe 


THIS KISS by Color It Red 


M's IN HER KISS by Itchyworms - SEALED WITH А KISS by Silent Sanctuary- KISS 
MEbyToast  BLUEKISS by imago - KISS ON MY LIST. by Mcoy Fundales 
KISSING A FOOL by True Faith - DONTTALK, JUST KISS by Sti . 100 KISSES 
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"IS THE SEASON OF GIFF-GIVING. DO 
WE feel obliged to give friends a Christmas 
present just because they gave us one? How 
much of us is in every gift we wrap? 

Here are some stars’ thoughts about 
what they don't want to get this Christmas 
and the gift they'd like to give another 
celeb. 


Gift of discernment 

Lea Salonga: "Td like to give every single 
celebrity in local show biz the gift of discern- 
ment on when its OK to do something pub- 
lily, and when its time to draw the curtains 
and keep things close to the chest. Its never a 
bad thing to learn when and where to draw 
the line. As for the gift I don’t want to receive? 
T can't say there's anything I wouldn't want to 
get, since everything that comes my way is a 
blessing,” 


No pirated discs 

Ogie Alcasid: "I would hate to receive a pi- 
rated CD or DVD for Christmas because I am 
fighting against it. I would like to give all feud- 
ing celebs a big warm hug so that they would 
give peace a chance this Christmas." 


BF for Katrina 

Cristine Reyes: "I don't like to get a mug as 
a Christmas gift. That's too соту and common. 
TFI could give Katrina Halili a BF for Christmas, 
ТиошА. She hasn't had one in a long time and 
para di malamig ang Pasko niya.” 
Poinsettias for Lolit 

Alfred Vargas: “Please, no more copies of 
"тһе 7 Habits of Highly Effective People.’ Five 
people already gave me that book. I want to 
give Nanay Lolit Solis poinsettias to fill her 
garden this holiday season because she loves 
its redness and beauty" 


Books for new friends 

Ruffa Mae Quinto: “I don't like furniture 
for Christmas because I have no more space 
for it. like to give Jolina, Rustom, Jean Gar- 
cia, Pia Guanio, Paolo Bediones and Ray- 
mond Gutierrez books or audio books which 
they can take with them anywhere they go 
and be reminded of me. Its my first Christmas 


For men who want to lose that 
bulging and unsightly belly quickly 
and easily, now there is a solution! 
Plastic surgeons have invented a 
machine that can “melt away" stubborn. 
tummy fat in a patient's lunchbreak — 
ULTRASHAPE. This treatment gets 
rid of unwanted bulges and, unlike 
liposuction, does not require surgery 
It's very effective in removing excess 
stomach fat, love handles or fat in 
other areas. 

FAST, EFFECTIVE and SAFE, it's 
the most advanced non-invasive 
method of fat reduction to date. It works 
by focusing high frequency ultrasound 
waves from outside the body to 
targeted areas. These ultrasound waves 
break down fat cells without damaging 
blood vessels or other tissues. The fat 
cells are then eliminated through 


about 3 weeks, in the same way the 


=} body dissipates the discoloration from 


a bruise. 

Ultrashape was founded 5 years ago 
in USA by Ami Glicksman M.D., formerly 
a senior plastic surgeon and Yoram 
Eshel, PhD, MBA, a leading expert in 
high-power ultrasound technology. 


When they developed Ultrashape, it 
was well known that ultrasound waves 


that stars would 


natural processes over a period of 
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were able to break down and destroy 
fat cells, releasing the fat contained 
within them. Glicksman and Eshel built 
оп that to come up with the unique 
concept of Ultrashape. 

Ultrashape is the first and only non- 
surgical fat-destroying treatment. It 
promises a reduction of up to 2 cm. in 
a single session. It is such a hassle- 
free procedure. You walk in, get the 
treatment and go straight to your next 
appointment. It’s as easy as that 


Absolutely no anesthesia, no pain and 
no recovery is needed. Patients can 
resume their normal activities right after 
a treatment. It does not have the risks 


TS SENSE 
Buy a dozen Dunkin' Donuts 


anda 
hologram tumbler 


with them as my new close friends.” 


Only an iPhone 

John Prats: “I don't want to receive a cell 
phone unless it's an iPhone (laughs). I wanna 
give Luis Manzano a pair of shades." 


No to fruitcakes 
Jolina Magdangal: “I won't welcome fruit- 


cake as a gift because Tm not fond of it. I in- 
GIFTS/D4 


Ultrashape promises 
an average loss 
of about 2 cm. ina 
single treatment. 


of liposuction and can be used to 
effectively deal with problem areas 
of fat. 

Normally about 4 or 5 sessions are 
recommended to fully achieve the result 
required. Both men and women who 
have tried it were impressed by the 
immediate results after just a single 
session. Proven effective, Ultrashape 
is definitely a breakthrough in fat 
reduction. 

Ultrashape is now available at Marie 
France FOR MEN. Cali 813-7959 for 
your free consultation. All consultations 
and treatments are strictly conducted 
in private. 
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GULONG is about friendship. love and life. 
The story is told from the point-of-view of Арво, 
а smart, kindhearted boy whose quest for an 
‘old bicycle reveals the stuff he is made of. 
With him on this adventure are his insan 
Momoy and his best friend Tom-Tom. The story 
begins with a question: How are our 3 friends 
‘going lo spend their summer vacation? 
Tom-Tom suggests that they go to his uncle's 
fishpond, an hour bike ride {rom where they 
live. Арас and Momoy have a problem as they 
don’t own a bike! There are по jeeps and il is 
too far to walk. Momoy finds an old bicycle but 
the owner, an old woman named Tita Maggie, 
will only give it to him if he pays her a hundred 
pesos. He agrees and promises to come back 
with the money the next day. This starts a 


| ‘series of events which affects Арао, his friends, 


<] 
E 


his family and even his community. In the end. 
з discarded 40-year old bicycle connects the 
past to present and becomes a catalyst for 
healing old wounds and reviving a iove affair 
hat has long been left for dead 


MTRCB Rating: 6 


‚ watch this only at.Robinsons Movieworld Ermita 
: | "December.05 to 11 
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|— EDSA comer Shaw Blvd. 
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Citizen’s Call | 


‘TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11,2007 


From page DI 


tend to give Rufa Mae Quinto а prayer book 
for busy people because dami niyang blessings 
and rackets so dapat dala niya ang prayer 
book so she can pray even while at work.” 


Plane ticket for mom 

Sheryl Cruz: “I won't enjoy receiving shorts 
because i's not my usual get-up and I hardly 
go to the beach. Even if my mom (Rosemarie 
Sonora) is no longer active in show biz, she 
remains to be a star in my heart. I plan to give. 
her a round trip ticket from the US to Manila. 
so she can come for a long overdue visit." 


Not the same gift 
Say Alonzo: "I dread to receive a gift that I 


gave to someone else. | wish I could treat Uma °: 


Khouny to a US holiday because he's never 
been there. I will join him so we can have 
some bonding time." 


Anything but socks 

Paulene Luna: "I won't be to. happy to re- 
ceive socks. Anything but that. ГЇ give my su- 
per good friend Mark Herras the latest style 
of his fave rubber shoes brand.” 


E-mail wateringholeshangrila@yahoo.com. 


Sam, Anne... 


From page DI 


later guested, Anne refused to discuss the in- 
cident. 

At a recent gathering to promote their 
new drama series “Maging Sino Ka Man: 
Ang Pagbabalik,” Anne insisted, “I'm not 
the type who would hide the status of my 
love life. Ijust have nothing to admit at the 
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BARNEY 
LET'S IMAGINE TOUR 
DEC 19 TO 23 


moment. Sam and I used to hang out, but 
we have decided to stay friends for now.” 

She added: "No one is courting me right 
now, Should anyone express interest, Pil let 
everyone know.” 

Sam and Anne said that on the set of the 
new series, where they play an embattled 
couple, they see to it that personal issues do 
not get in the way of work. 
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lead characters Eli (John Lloyd Cruz) and * 
Jackie (Bea Alonzo) tied the knot. 

“It has new characters who will compli- 
cate the lives of our heroes,” said director 
Rory B. Quintos. 

The show premiered last night on ABS- 
СВМ. Also in the cast are Chin-Chin Gutier- 
rez, Rosanna Roces, Philip Salvador, Derek 
Ramsay, Angelica Panganiban, Toni Gonza- 


ga, and Christopher de Leon. 
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Southern Musicians Concert 
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FREE Christmas Gift Bag for every P500 worth of purchase, 
See leaflets for details. Per DTI-Cebu Permit No. 584, Series of 2007 
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Eastwood City 
presents i 1 


Celebrate the season in the brightest city. Eastwood City shines this whole 
month of December with the brightest stars in the 
an exciting series of performances featuring Concert King Martin Nievera. 
Soul Siren Nina. Mr. Pure Energy Gary V. Asia's Songbird Regine Velasquez. 
And Pop Diva Kuh Ledesma. Make the season truly merry as your city 
brings you nights of extraordinary music and one-of-a-kind celebrations. 


ausic industry. Watch 


‘All concerts start at 8 pm at the Central Plaza. 
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Portrait of the ‘accidental 
killer’ as victim 


AT 9 TONIGHT, HBO PREMIERES THE 
film, “Mrs. Harris,” which clinched Emmy 
and Golden Globe nominations. With Ап- 
nette Bening in the title role, the HBO or 
inal movie tells the tragic tale of a prep- 
school headmistress who grabbed head- 
lines in the 1980s with the alleged murder 
ofher famous lover, the diet doctor, Dr. Her- 
man Tarnower. 

"We have previewed the film, so we can 
share these "proof of the pudding" notes 
with prospective viewers: 


Acting triumph 

THE FILM is an acting triumph for An- 
nette Bening, whose textured and 
painfully engaged portrayal of Mrs. Har- 
ris illumines the production from start 
to finish. 

She plays the title character as poised, 
cultured, but psychologically deficient 
and dependent. After the society doctor 
sweeps her off her feet, she looks for- 
ward to marrying him—only to come 
crushing down to earth when he coldly 
calls the wedding off. 

Instead of walking out of his life, how- 
ever, Mrs. Harris hangs on for dear life, 
despite the humiliations she suffers. It 
isn't just obsessive love that keeps her in 
her doctor-lover's thrall—he has also 
made her dependent on the drugs that 
he provides. 


Flashbacks 

SO, Mrs. Harris tolerates her faithless 
lover's many flings, until she hears that 
he's proposed marriage to a younger 
woman—and she flips! She intends to 
kill herself, but things go terribly awry, 
and it's the doctor who dies. 

What really happened? The film employs 
flashbacks and the recollections of diverse 
characters to get to the truth. But, the film's 
best suit isn't its "whydunnit" approach; it’s 
the production's deft way of going beyond the. 
scandal, to limn a revelatory and touching 
study of the so-called “accidental killer” as 
victim. 

Mrs. Harris! character is so complex 
that only a truly gifted thespian like 
Bening could do full justice to it—and 
she does. Without even once sinking 
down to the level of weepy melodramat- 
ic, she bares her character's pathetic, 
wounded soul for everyone to learn 
valuable life lessons from. 


Unconventional 

DR. Tarnover is played by Ben Kingsley, 
who reveals a new side to his acting 
ethos in the production. It’s been 
decades since "Gandhi," so Kingsley 
opts to play the smooth villain this time 
around—and he's equally effective in 
theunconventional role. 

The fact that he isn't leading-man 
handsome even works in Kingsley's fa- 
vor, because he shows how power and 
wealth can have an aphrodisiac effect 
on vulnerable women like Mrs. Harris. 
Other deft character turns are contribut- 
ed by the experienced likes of Frances 
Fisher and Cloris Leachman. 


Debit side 

ON the debit side, some of the movie's 
flashbacks and testimonials eventually 
come off as a mite too repetitious, and 
too many points of view are expressed, 
so parts of the storytelling perplex i 
stead of clarify. 

But Benings arresting portrayal never wa- 
vers in its focus and helps viewers make it 
through the occasional rough spot. 

In the end, what matters isn’t the 
crime or scandal; it's the film's insight- 
ful depictions of its main killer-victim as 
an example of how society keeps even 
some of its loveliest and most accom- 
plished women in gilded subjugation. 


First Christmas album 

ERIC Santos has come up with his first 
Christmas album, titled “All I Want This 
Christmas.” Its nine inspiring songs in- 
clude “Ngayong Pasko,” “I Dream of 
Christmas," "The First Noel," "Tag-ulan 
sa Pasko,” and "Christmas Is." 


At Starmalls 

ON Dec. 15 at Starmall Las Pifias, partici- 
pants in the Perfect Rhythm Christmas 
Recital perform Christmas songs with a dif- 


j ferent twist. Also, let's all “Meet and Greet 


Santa Claus" at Finds Supermarket, 

At Metropolis Star Alabang on Dec. 16 
and 23, have а tuneful time with the Las 
Piñas Boys Choir, the Himig Muntinlupa 
Choir—and Santa Claus! 

At Starmall Edsa, Simbang Gabi starts 
on Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. at the Activity Area, 
and culminates on Dec. 23. 
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IMF upgrades WORLD / A27 ACROSS / А17 NEWS / A2 = 
КР” '07, 08 1st regular train Draft of final Senate passes 
5 › service links North  MILFpeacepact Р1.2-Т2008 
growth forecast and South Korea prepared budget in 2 weeks 
By Doris С. Dumlao 


‘THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 
yesterday upgraded its economic growth 
outlook for the Philippines for this year 
and the next but underscored the need to 
boost tax collection and enhance the coun- 
try's investment climate to sustain a higher 
growth path over the medium term, 

“This has been a strong year for the 
Philippines," П Houng Lee, the head of the 
IMF mission, told reporters at the end ofits 
two-week annual country review. 

Tn the first three quarters of this year, 

IMF UPGRADES) A20 
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GMA most corru 
President, says poll 


She’s worse 


website: wwkinqulrernet 


ALLIN A DAY'S WORK: President Arroyo 
telecasts live from the Palace shortly after 
arriving from an | 1-day swing through Europe 
and Kuwait early Tuesday morning before 
going on with her usual schedule-packed day. 


ms 


m uit Filipinos 
than Marcos o aem 


—Pulse Asia 


AMONG THE FIVE ADMINIS- 
trations the country has had 
since 1965, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's is plagued by 
the “most intense" corruption 
allegations, said about half of 
Filipinos (45 percent) polled 
by Pulse Asia Inc. in October. 


Forty-two percent of the respon- 
dents consider Ms Arroyo the “most 
corrupt President in Philippine histo- 


The survey also found that more 
than 60 percent view Corazon Aquino 
as the least corrupt Philippine presi- 
dent. 

The Pulse Asia survey showed that 
more Filipinos view Ms Arroyo and 
her administration as the “most cor- 
rupt” compared with former Presi- 
dents Joseph Estrada, Fidel Ramos, 
Aquino and Ferdinand Marcos and 


Palace junked 


P100-M pork 
for Trillanes 


By Christine O. Avendaño 
and Dona Pazzibugan 


ЗЕМ. ANTONIO TRILLANES IV AT- 
tempted to stage a revolt at the Penin- 
sula Manila on Nov. 29 because the De- 
partment of Budget and Management 
did not release P100 million of his pork 
barrel, Malacafiang said yesterday. 
Presidential Legal Counsel Sergio 
Apostol said the DBM decision not to 
release the funds “could be one of the 
causes which caused (Trillanes) to 
stage a rebellion at the Manila Pen.” 
But Reynaldo Robles, Trillanes 
PALACE A22 


AKALA KO KASI 
MALAPIT NA ANG PASKO! 


Erap ready to make 
up with GMA but 
will fight Cha-cha 
By Kristine L. Alave 


JOSEPH ESTRADA IS ON FOR- 
giveness mode, 

The ousted President and par- 
doned plunderer yesterday said 
he was open to reconciliation 
with his political enemies, partic- 
ularly his successor, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, and his for- 
mer gambling buddy, ex-Ilocos 

ВАРА 


Trillanes says sorry to judge but not to GMA 


By Dj Yap and Nikko Dizon 


LOOKING SOMBER BUT DEFIANT, 
Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV and the sol- 
diers accused in a 2003 mutiny yester- 
day apologized to a judge for walking 
out of their trial last month but did not 
say they were sorry to President Ar- 


NEVERSO 
MANY FOR SO 
FEW: More 
thana 
thousand 
soldiers and 
cops secure the 
court inside out 
when Sen. 
Antonio 
Trillanes and 
company who 
took over the 
Manila Pen on 
Noy. 29 return 
for the first 
time to the 
“scene of the 
crime" on 
Tuesd: 
Макан City 
Hall for the 
resumption of 
the 2003 
Oakwood 
mutiny 


royo and for mounting a short-lived at- 
tempt to ignite a people power revolt. 
No act of contrition for his call on 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to resign 
during the Peninsula Manila hotel 
standoff Nov. 29 was uttered by the 
former Navy lieutenant who won a 
Senate seat campaigning from his jail 


cell in the May elections. 

“The action taken by the accused was 
prompted by and was intended to call 
the publics attention to the massive 
anomalies and persistent incidence of 
graft and corruption,” Trillanes and the 
other accused said in a written manifes- 

TRLLANES/ A22. 


*upbeat' on 
'08—survey 


FOUR OF EVERY FIVE FILIPINOS ARE 
"upbeat" about the coming year de- 
spite the problems hounding the coun- 
try, according to the latest survey by 
Pulse Asia Inc. 

Only one of every four, however, 
said the coming Christmas would not 
be any different from the previous 
one. 

Eighty-four percent are looking for- 
ward to 2008 "with hope"—a senti- 
ment shared by majorities across all 
geographic areas and socioeconomic 
groups. 

While this figure is not much differ- 
ent from last year's 85 percent, it is 
much higher than the 70 percent in 
2005, Pulse Asia said. 

‘The survey was conducted from Oct. 
20 to 31 amid the controversy over the 
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Gore tells world: 
Time to stop war 
on Earth itself 


OSLO, NORWAY—ACCEPTING THE 
Nobel Peace Prize, former US Vice 
President Al Gore on Monday called on 
humanity to mobilize at once against 

the dangers of a changing climate. 
“Without realizing it, we have begun 
to wage war on the Earth itself,” Gore 
said in his acceptance speech. “Now, 
we and the Earth's climate are locked 
in a relationship familiar to war plan- 
ners: Mutually assured destruction. It 
is time to make peace with the planet.” 
Gore was awarded the prize for 
sounding the alarm over global 
GORE TELS/A23 


Transco bidding 
on today; judge 
dismisses TRO 


By Doris C. Dumlao, Abigail L. Ho 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE MAKATI REGIONAL TRIAL COURT 
has junked a petition for a temporary re- 
straining order (TRO) on the privatiza- 
tion of one of the governments largest 
assets, paving the way for the bidding 
| out today for the multibillion-peso Na- 
[ tional Transmission Corp. (Transco). 
H Ina decision handed down on Mon- 
В day, Judge J. Cedrick Ruiz said the pe- 
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Power, water rates soar; Р1 ‘pan de sal’ is history 


By Ronnel W. Domingo, Abigail L. Ho 
and Amy R. Remo 


BRACE YOURSELVES. 

This month alone, the price of pan de 
sal will increase to P2.50 and Manila 
Electric Co. will hike power charges by 
6 centavos per kilowatt hour, Follow- 
ing closely is Manila Water Co. Inc. 


which will raise its water rates begin- 
ning Jan. 1, 2008, 

The P1 pan de sal is history, accord- 
ingto three groups of bakers. 

"The price of pan de sal would in- 
crease this month to P2.50 each amid 
the continued increase in the cost of 
wheat, flour and other inputs. 

Also, the price of a loaf of bread 


k 


would go up starting next week by 5 
percent, up to P45 for independent or 
neighborhood bakeries and P52 for the 
big players. 

The three groups are the Philippine 
Federation of Bakers Association Inc. 
(РЕВАГ) and the Filipino-Chinese Bak- 
ers Association Inc. (FCBAI)—repre- 
senting the small players—and the 


A 


Philippine Baking Industry Group, 
which includes Gardenia Bakeries, 
Julie's Bakeshop, Creative Bakers, 
French Baker and other established 
brands. 

Ina joint media briefing, association 
officials said bakeries had been suffer- 
ing the past six months due to the up- 
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With 2 amendments, 
14-0 vote, spending 
bill sails through 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


THE SENATE IN RECORD TIME: 
approved last night its version of 
the P1.227-trillion national bud-* 
get for 2008 after two weeks of. 
marathon deliberations. 

With a vote of 14-0 and no abstentions, " 
the Senate passed the budget bill on third 
and final reading after making two major 
amendments on debt interest payments’ 
and Malacafiang’s new antipoverty pro- 

Ф gram, Kilos Asenso. 


The Senate plans to go quickly into bi- 
cameral conference committee meetings: 
with the House of Representatives to recon- 
cile their respective versions of the budget’ 
bill, hoping to have the final version ready, 


e 
? for President Macapagal-Arroyo's signature. 
on't buy an aircon RT MN 
e The House and Senate are set to go on 
Christmas break on Dec. 21. 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, chair of the Sen- 
ate finance committee, accepted the 
9 e amendments introduced by Senators Panfi- 
lo Lacson and Benigno Aquino Ш last night,’ 
n e paving the way for the bill's approval on’ 
second reading. 
The chamber immediately went on to. 
pass the measure on third reading. The bill ^ 
had been certified urgent by Malacafiang. 7 


Make sure your aircon |. ы 
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making а further slash in Malacafiang’s pro- 


. posed P295.7-billion allocation for debt i 
terest payments, and to realign the funds to _ 
а a health services. 
In its version of the budget bill, the 
House cut P17.8 billion from the P295.7- 
billion allocated to debt interest payments" 
and realigned the funds to social services, " 
including a P4.7 billion increase in the De- 
partment of Health's outlay. А 
Enrile had originally restored P12.1 bil- ' 
lion to debt interest payments, and cut only, 
P5.7 billion based on estimated savings? 
from the expected stronger peso exchange 
rate against the dollar next year. a 
But yesterday Enrile agreed to insert а. 
special provision in the budget bill that 
would allow a further reduction in debt in- 
terest payment allocations subject to а 
stronger peso exchange rate, with the freed * 
funds automatically realigned to social ser-'- 
vices. 


P500M realigned 

Aquino, meanwhile, moved to slash 
P500 million from the P3 billion allocated 
to Malacafiang's Kilos Asenso program, and ^ 
to realign the P500 million to the budgets’ 
of the education and health departments. 

Enrile readily agreed to the cut in Kilo 
Asenso's outlay. D 

Senate President Manuel Villar congrat- 
ulated Enrile for steering the national bud- 
get through the chamber so quickly. 

The Senate held whole-day sessions the" 
past two weeks to debate the budgets of 
each government agency. 

In the Senate version of the national bud- 
get, the Department of Education received’ 
an outlay of P138 billion, public works and 
highways P90.72 billion, national defense 
P50.9 billion, agriculture P26.8 billion, 
transportation and communication P19 bil- 
lion, health P16.5 billion and foreign affairs" 
P10.18 billion. The judiciary received ^ 
P10.6 billion. 

On Monday the Senate restored a special’ 
provision inserted by the House of Repre- 
Sentatives that would suspend interest pay- 
ments on fraudulent loans. 
or t The special provision states: “No amount? 

shall be used for the payment of interests 
payments on debts which are challenged as» 
fraudulent, wasteful and/or useless...2? 
pending renegotiation and/or сопйопа- 
tion.” № 

This could free up funds intended ford 
debt servicing to other government pro- © 
grams, according to the debt watchdog: 
group Freedom from Debt Coalition. 4 
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Cebu solon raps 
2 colleagues on 
cheaper meds bill 


By Christian V. Esguerra in Asia. 

H One such approach is the 
CEBU ВЕР PABLO GARCIA HAS amendment of the Intellectual 
scolded two congressional col- Property Code to allow the par- 
leagues for allegedly alludingto allel importation of patented 
him asthe one blocking the pas- drugs. Critics point out that the 
sage of the Cheaper Medicines importation should also em- 
Bill. brace off-patent drugs since 

Garcia took to the floor late patented ones made up only 
Monday to denounce Iloilo Rep. less than 10 percent of the local 
Ferjenel Biron, the measures pharmaceutical market. 
principal author, and Palawan In his privilege speech, Gar- 

Rep. Antonio Alvarez, chair of cia said existing provisions of 
the committee that consolidat- the IPC would have been 
ed 23 bills seeking to lower the enough to allow the exploita- 
prices of medicines in the coun- tion of patents of key drugs so 
чу. long as public interest required 

“They're trying to picture me it. 
as against the bill and the peo- He said government agencies 
ple. But I would rather be right were authorized to make such a 
than popular—right by my con- judgment call without the Presi- 
science, right by the Constitu- dent having to declare national 
tion,” Garcia said, emergency, a provision that Al- 

The Inquiner reported last varez's committee added to HB 
weekend how Biron and Al- 2844. 
varez spoke of their growing ^ 
suspicion of a colleagues con- Provisions of IPC 
duct on the passage of the “The provisions of the pre- 

Cheaper Medicines Bill, or HB sent Intellectual Property Code 
2844. Biron said he could not would have sufficed, but then 
"read" the actions of the un- the committee added condi- 


named colleague. tions which would favor the 
3 multinational patent holders. 
Passage of cheaper bill Was it not proper for me to ob- 


Neither lawmaker identified ject?” Garcia said. 
the colleague, but Garcia said Garcia also described as an 
they must have been referring “affront to national dignity and 
tohim, sovereignty” the inclusion of a 

"| challenge them to name provision in the IPC containing 
that congressman. If they are the Philippines’ compliance 
sure ofthe strength of their bil, with the Doha Declaration on 
they should not be afraid to the Trade-Related Aspects of In- ? : 
rock the boat," he said tellectual Property Rights 

“Jes not my fault if they can- (TRIPS) agreement. e wri e | 
not understand my questions,” The agreements so-called 
һе зай. “flexibilities” allow poorer 


Garcia apparently drew sus- countries to determine when to ч ч 
picions because of the concerns relax patents on important IS ri S Ї | ld 5 
about the bill that he had been drugs for the benefit of public 
raising for more than а week. At health. Through "parallel im- 
one point, he engaged Alvarez’s portation,” countries сап im- 


committee on trade and indus- port off-patent medicines sold 
try inadebate formore than an at much cheaper prices in other 


hour. parts of the world. 

“This bill is very popular with Garcia said the bill was “a 
our people and Тат now being self-inflicted denigration of the » 
portrayed or pictured as against dignity of Congress and its pow- 2 


ARKER 


the passage of this bill,” hesaid. ers." 
“[But] even after this ЫШ із “Why should this Congress be 


passed, nothing will happen subjected to comply with an in- www.parkerpen.com Where will you take me? 
for two or three years,” Garcia ternational agreement? Why do 
said. we have to do it?” he said. 
HB 2844 is an amalgam of Until such issues are ad- Exclusively distributed by: pË star Paper Corparatian 
strategies seeking to provide dressed, Garcia said HB 2844 Visit us at selected National Bookstore nationwide. 
consumer access to cheaper will only give the public “false 
medicines, noting that hopes” that the measure would 


medicines in the Philippines make medicines affordable and 
were the second most expensive available. 


Smuggled 
onions 
seized 


By Margaux Ortiz 


THE SMUGGLED 
onions just keep 
coming in. 

The Bureau of 
Customs (BOC) has 
seized 17 containers 
of smuggled onions 
that arrived оп ў 
board five different я 
vessels at the Manila j 
International Con- 


T- d : $ Ў i 
гы i Season to Be Hair- 
со, LaserLight Christmas Promo 


led by Commission- 


er Napoleon Morales 

yesterday inspected 

the 40-foot vans ge 

containing smug- m 


gled onions with an 


tstimated worth of until December 15, 2007* only 


P25 million. 


The onions were " 
е ranted hair on your upper lip, bikini area or legs 
all consigned to Sil- ею shave, wax or tweeze ип адап! Don't miss this 


ver Rance Trading With Lasertight hai e 
which declared ^ с mo ehe isultation toà 
them as apples, 
Morales said. 
Customs Intelli- X м 


gence and Investi- 
gation Service offi- 
cers recommended 
the cargo for X-ray 
scanning after re- 
ceiving information 
that a big shipment 
of onions would be 
passed off as apples, 
а common agricul- 
tural product im- 
ported for the 
Christmas season. 
x D 


na 
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SC junks petition to declare 
water firms as public utilities 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS DISMISSED A 
suit filed by nongovernment groups and law- 
makers seeking to declare water concession- 
aires Maynilad Water Services Inc. and Manila 
Water Company Inc. as public utilities in order 
to prevent water price increases. 

‘The petitioners wanted the high court to 
nullify two resolutions of the ће Metropoli- 
tan Waterworks and Sewerage System and 
its regulatory office declaring that the con- 
cessionaires were not public utilities. 

In dismissing the suit, the high court said 
the petitioners failed to follow the proper 
procedures and raised questions of fact that 
the tribunal could not tackle. 

Tt said the petitioners also failed to cite 
the constitutional provision that the MWSS 
resolutions supposedly violated. 

The suit was filed by the Freedom from 
Debt Coalition, the Akbayan Citizens’ Ac- 
tion Party, the Alliance of Progressive Lab: 
representatives Renato Magtubo, Joel Vi 
lanueva, Eduardo Zialcita, Mario Aguja and 
Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel, Ma. ‘Theresa 


Diokno-Pascual, Mary Ann Manahan and 
Patrocinio Jude Esguerra Ш. 

Named respondents were the MWSS and 
the MWSS Regulatory Office. 

‘The petitioners asked the high court to 
declare Maynilad and Manila Water as pub- 
lic utilities and not just mere concession- 
aires because of the nature of the service 
they provide. 

"They said that if the two concessionaires 
are not declared public utilities, they would 
be excluded from the 12 percent limitation. 
on their rate of return and exempted from 
the refund of excess collections that the 
Supreme Court had ordered the Manila 
Electric Co,, the electricity distributor, to do. 

This would then lead to an increase in 
water rates, said the petitioners who also 
sought a temporary restraining order 
against the MWSS resolutions. 

The petitioners argued that Maynilad and 
Manila Water should be considered public 
utilities since the Public Service Act states 
that “public service” refers to persons that 
control, manage or operate, among others, 
water supply and a sewerage system. 
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Ultimate Sex: Does Your Partner 
Secretly Wish You Had These 4 “Abilities”? 


‘Are you as good in bed today as you were in 
your twenties? Age, hypertension, diabetes, 
alcohol, smoking, and stress lower men's perfor- 
mance scores. Worse, menopause and woman's 
‘waning sexual desire make her sexual wish list 
even harder to fulfil. The secre is in the 4 "ablli- 
lies" that make for deliriously great sex: hard and 
sustained erection; long orgasm; quick recovery 
for a second round (or bird — or more); and an 
excited, ready partner. Good news is you САМ 
improve from zero to sex hero with а litile help. 
Erection drugs work half an hour before Round. 
1, but be ready for mechanical sex. And if you 
take а short-acting erection drug, you have a 30- 


Some natural supplements work and are safer. But 
beware of supplements that give you the same instant 
efie as a drug - they may actually contain drug. One 
fast-acting supplement! has been found о have the drug 
sildenafil, Fortunately, an all-natural sex pill that is well 
known in Europe is now here. POTENSANS is BFAD- 
approved, contains no dangerous chemicals, needs no 
doctor's prescription, and has a 14-year safety record. 
Potensan can be taken by men AND women (for 
increased lube and desire). Feelings of anticipation build 
up days or hours before the act. That's youthful sex at its 
natural best. [na UK survey of 875 men and women who 
tried Potensan, 9 out of 10 reported satisfaction with 
10-20 days’ use. Available now in more Mercury Drug 
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At long last, Gonzalez 
may get confirmation 


By Norman Bordadora 


FINALLY, AFTER THREE YEARS 
and a kidney transplant, staunch 
defender of the President Raul 
Gonzalez may be confirmed as 
secretary of justice before Christ- 
mas, Davao City Rep. Prospero 
Nograles said yesterday. 

“My basis is the public state- 
ment of (Sen. Panfilo) Lacson, 
who said he won't object any- 
more to the justice secretary,” 
said Nograles, head of the 
House of Representatives con- 
tingent to the Commission on 
Appointments. Lacson is a mem- 
ber of the Senate panel in the 
CA. 

"Secondly, he [Gonzalez] just 
gota new lease on life after a life- 
threatening transplant," Nograles 
said. 

If Gonzalez is confirmed, it 
would be after three years of re- 
peatedly being bypassed by the in- 
fluential bicameral commission 
which screens presidential ар- 
pointments. 

Despite being ill prior to his op- 
eration, Gonzalez remained loyal 
to President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and fiercely defended her from 
her critics. 

Nograles appealed to his col- 
leagues in the commission to go 
easy on Gonzalez this time. 

“1 would like to appeal to our 
members to be compassionate 
and humane and to confirm him 
as soon as possible,” he said. 

Nograles said Lacsoh, а 
staunch Gonzalez critic, was in- 


GONZALEZ 


President Arroyo would affect 
his confirmation chances, No- 
grales said: "That's a dead issue 
by this time. Let the Supreme 
Court and the Ombudsman de- 
cide that ZTE issue." 

“The others who may be contro- 
versial will be bypassed this year 
and we will tackle them next year 
when Congress opens, if they are 
reappointed by the President,” 
Nograles said. 

‘Among those who failed to 
make Nograles' list of probable 
successful appointees was Ma 
garito Teves as finance secretary 
Teves also figured in the ZTE con- 
troversy when his department re- 
viewed the deal. 

The NBN deal was clouded by 
allegations of bribery against 
former Commission on Elec- 


tion “out of respect for [Gonza- 
lez's] zeal to return to work af- 
ter undergoing a kidney trans- 
plant in September." 

“I expect some Cabinet secre- 
taries will be confirmed before the 
Christmas break,” Nograles 
added. 

Those expected to get the CA's 
nod, he said, are former con- 
gressmen Gilbert Teodoro as de- 
fense secretary and Rolando An- 
daya as budget secretary, Esper- 
anza. Cabral at social welfare 
and Peter Favila at trade and in- 
dustry. 

Asked if Favila’s role as a sig- 
natory to the $329-million Na- 
tional Broadband Network 
(NBN) contract with China's 
ZTE Corp. that was attended by 


tions Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr 
and of the involvement of the 
Presidents husband, Jose 
Miguel Arroyo. 

Earlier this year, Teves’ father, 
former Negros Oriental Rep. 
Heminio Teves, accused some 
members of the House in the CA 
at the time of asking for money 
in exchange for his son's confir- 
mation. 

Then Surigao del Sur Rep. Pros- 
pero Pichay the leader of the 
House CA contingent in the previ- 
ous Congress, denied any attempt 
atextortion. 

"That allegation has not been 
proven at all. Factis, it was denied 
in print and broadcast. It belongs 
to the attic of forgotten memories 
as far as this new CA is con- 


minute performance window, and no Round 2. IF 
‘you take a long-acting drug, be aware of the health 
Tisk- the drug s side effects lingering. 
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clined to support his confirma- 
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controversy and 


shelved by сетей,” Nograles said. 
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Corrections 


INTHE DEC. 6 ISSUE, a front-page article—"Opposition solon 
urges Transco probe in House"— contained the erroneous sen- 
tence: "According to [Bukidnon Rep. Teofisto Guingona III], 
La Costa is one of the biggest power firms in North America." 
Guingona made no such statement. La Costa Development 
Inc., which is registered in the Philippines, is not a big power 
firm in North America—its partner SNC Lavalin is. 


IN THE DEC. 7 ISSUE, an Across the Nation article on Page 
A17—"Bishop's wish for gov: Birth of new Pampanga”—erro- 
neously described Pampanga Gov. Eddie Panlilio as a Catholic. 
priest on leave. When Panlilio filed his candidacy, he remained 
а priest but he was suspended from performing priestly du- 
ties. 

INTHE DEC. 9 ISSUE, an article on Page A4—“Ler’s talk again, 
cops tell media"—misstated the surname of the secretary of 
the interior and local government. The interior secretary is 
Ronaldo Puno—not Zamora. Ronaldo Zamora is the congres- 
sional representative of San Juan City. 


Tue Одпү GOSPEL 


Wednesday, December 12, 2007 
‘Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Ist Reading: 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called 
Nazareth. He was sent to a young virgin who was betrothed to a man 
named Joseph, of the family of David; and the virgin's name was 
Mary. 

The angel came to her and said, “Rejoice, full of grace, the Lord is 
with you." Mary was troubled at these words, wondering what this 
greeting could mean. 

But the angel said, "Do not fear, Mary, for God has looked kindly 
‘on you. You shall conceive and bear a son and you shall call him Je- 
sus. He will be great and shall rightly be called Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the kingdom of David, his ances- 
tor; he will rule over the people of Jacob forever and his reign shall 
have no end.” 

Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be 1 am a virgin?” And 
the angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the holy child 
| to be born shall be called Son of God. Even your relative Elizabeth is 

expecting a son in her old age, although she was unable to have a 
chi, and she is now in her sith month. With God nothing вітрові. 

е" 

“Then Mary said, "Lam the handmaid ofthe Lord, ler it be done tome 
as you have said." And the angel left her. 

Commentary 

The readings are of wisdom, whom God made first and who is clase be- 
side him always, bringing God delight, playing in the world, and bringing 
delight to humans. An apt description of the woman of Guadalupe, who 
brought the child who is Wisdom to the world, accompanied by the sound 
of musi, flowers, light, and joy. She is the patroness of the Americas, the 
one who sought to bring together the victims and the conqueror by stand- 
ing with the victims and calling them to rejoice for she is their mother 
first. She brings God's presence and dwelling place to the indigenous peo- 
ples. The incarnation, the birth of Jesus, brings rue justice to all peoples, 
in spite of believers destruction and evil. God seeks to make his dwelling 
place with all peoples—not just ће ones his followers choose as worthy. 

The ‘annunciation’ is really the Incarnation —God becomes flesh in the 
womb of Mary at her submission and word of acceptance, just as God's 
word becomes part of our flesh at our baptisms and upon our acceptance 
of the Word of God. And the ‘visitation’ is really Mary's confirmation by 
Elisabeth—the exchange of the Spirit between believers that culminates 
in the shout of joy in praise of God for liberation and freedom given to the 
lowly (chose without violence), the poor, the hungry, and those without 
power on earth. This is Guadalupe's message to the oppressed. If we call 
ourselves children of Nuestra Señora La Virgen de Guadalupe, is this also 
our message? 

lareran Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Quezon Ciy, UP 
RO. Bax 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City, Tel.: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; Email 
cci@claretorg: Websites: herp://imw-bibleclare.org (Caretian Publications) & 
Jti ww arerhlippinez org (Careian Missionaries in the Philippines) 
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By T] Burgonio 


HIGAONON FARMERS YES- 
terday scored the Department 
of Agrarian Reform's inaction 
on their bid to stop the develop- 
ment of a former corn planta- 
tion in Bukidnon into a hog 
farm before it rules on their 
fresh claim to the land. 

The farmers said any further 
delay in the issuance of a cease 
and desist order on the con- 
struction of a hog farm in the 
144-ha estate in Barangay San 
Vicente, Sumilao town could 
render their plea moot. 

"They should now issue a cease 
and desist order,” Napoleon Meri- 
da Jr, president of the San Vicente 
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Sumilao farmers hit DAR inaction 


1,700 km for nearly two months 
from Sumilao to Manila, are ask- 
ing DAR to stop the construc- 
tion, revoke the conversion or- 
der, issue а notice of coverage 
and install them in the estate. 

“We've walked this far, and 
the issue still hangs in the air,” 
Merida lamented. 

Agrarian reform advocate 
Christian Monsod supports the 
farmers’ demand for the imme- 
diate issuance of a CDO while 
Agrarian Secretary Nasser Pan- 
gandaman reviews the merits of 
the case. 

He stressed it was just and fair 
for DAR to issue a provisional re- 
lief, in the form of the CDO, 
while studying the case, other- 
wise it could become moot. 

"The fair way to do it is for 
DAR to tell San Miguel, while 
we're studying the merits, they 


should stop development first,” 
Marlon Manuel, the counsel for 
the farmers’ group Task Force 
Mapalad said in an interview. 

"Were very apprehensive about 
the delay. Are they waiting for the 
issue to become academic, or 
more complicated, „ that” the 
farmers will not get their due? The 
Jaw and equity are on the side of 
farmers, why does it take so long 
for them to make a decision?" 

The farmers submitted their 
position paper to the DAR Mon- 
day night on Pangandaman's in- 
struction. 

“They're still studying the 
case; we don't know how long 
they will take to decide the 
case,” Manuel said. 

The InQumn tried but failed 
to get any comment from Pan- 
gandaman. 

The farmers argued that the 


estate should revert to them un- 
der the Comprehensive Agrari- 
an Reform Program since the 
new owner, San Miguel Foods 
Inc., did not develop the land 
five years after it was converted 
into an agro-industrial estate. 

The construction of the hog 
form was not mentioned in the 
conversion order, which called 
for the construction of an agro- 
industrial park, cultural and 
livelihood centers, sports com- 
plex, hotel and restaurant, 
among others, they said. 

DAR awarded the land to 137 
farmers in 1995. But this was 
reversed by Malacafiang on the 
appeal of landowner Norberto 
Quisumbing and approved its 
conversion into an agro-indus- 
trial estate in 1996, an act af- 
firmed by the Supreme Court in 
1999. 
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By Jerry E. Esplanada 


ТНЕ NATIONAL CAREER ASSESSMENT 
Examination, or NCAE, will very likely be 
made a prerequisite for entering college by 
2009, according to Education Secretary 
Jesli A. Lapus. 

“It will be made possible with the pas- 
sage of an enabling law. We have discussed 
the issue with leaders of both houses of 
Congress and they all agree with the need 
for this,” said Lapus. 

But for now, the NCAE results remain 
recommendatory, said Nelia Benito, direc- 
tor of the National Education Testing and 
Research Center (NETRC). 

Unlike the defunct National College En- 
trance Examination (NCEE), which was 


| used as a basis for college admission and 


discontinued in 1994, NCAE results are 
"being used primarily for career guidance,” 
said Benito. 

The DepEd has spent more than P50 mil- 
lion for the NCAE which aims to “assess the 
abilities of students in areas essential for 
post-secondary careers and provide stu- 
dents information that will help them make 
wise career decisions,” Lapus said. 

Aside from testing students’ general 
scholastic abilities, the NCAE also measures 
their aptitude in other areas, like occupa- 
tional interest, and technical-vocational 
and entrepreneurial skills. 

The NCAE, now on its second year, is also 
administered to out-of-school youth plan- 
ning to apply for scholarship programs of 
the Commission on Higher Education, or 
CHed. 
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By Richel Umel 
Inquirer Mindanao 


ILIGAN CITY—THE 
people of Dapitan 
City are preparing a 
grand welcome for 
former Zamboanga 
del Norte congress- 
man Romeo 
Jalosjos, according 
toa town official. 
Jalosjos, a con- 
victed rapist serving 
time at the New Bili- 
bid Prisons, was re- 
portedly ` among 
those pardoned by 
President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 
Malacafiang had 
issued а denial 
about the report 
saying the ‘convict 
was not among 
those considered for 
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A total of 1,223,465 senior high school" 
students from more than 13,000 public and. 
private high schools nationwide took this 
years NCAE, conducted last August by the 
NETRC. 

Special examinations were held last 
month for those who failed to take the Aug. 
28 test. 

‘The DepEd has started releasing the ex- 
aminees’ rating certificates which will give 
students “an accurate measure of their po- 
tential for college, technical or vocational 
school or entrepreneurship,” said Lapus. 

He said 21 high school seniors scored 99 
plus percent in this year’s NCAE, qualifying 
them to join the РерЕ@ elite “Club 99+.” 

"At least 13 of them came from public 
high schools,” noted Lapus. 

Last year, only five examinees made it to 
the club. 

The new Club 99+ members are Karl Jef- 
frey Murillo of La Union; Ralph Francis 
Birung, Isabela; Mark Joseph Tiongson and 
Axel Philip Advento, Bulacan; Meawyn Mil- 
lan, Negros Occidental; William Yasi and 
Francino Delima, Cebu City; Mary Lorainne 
Fernandez, Benguet; Lea Angelica Alham- 
bra, Baguio City; Armin Tajanlangit, Que- 
zon City; John Lorenzo Bautista, Man- 
daluyong; Lara Alessandra Aragones, 
Marie Therese Floro and Katrina Villanue- 
va, Pasig; Jewel Len Sabaupan, Naga, Ca- 
marines Sur; Caryl Gerarcas, Calbayog, 
Western Samar; Lee Robert Legaspi, South 
Cotabato; Sharla Raye Billena, Gen. Santos 
City; Luis Anthony Mariano, Quezon; Rose 
Ann Magnaye, Batangas; and Efren John 
Misagal, Leyte. 


Dapitan gets ready 
for Jalosjos return 


pardon. ing for a grand 
Dapitan City homecoming 
councilor Apple [which could take 


Marie Agolong said 
they were not dis- 


place] before Christ- 
mas,” Agolong said. 


couraged by the She added that it 
Malacañang clarifi- would be more elab- 
cation. orate than a fiesta 


"We have no idea се’ bration for the 


and [no] confirma- long-lost son of 
tion on the latest up- Dapitan City. 

dere on former con- py a 
gressman Jalosjos’ ab- Fluid situation 
solute pardon thisDe- When asked to 
cember butwedonot comment on the 
have control over the town's preparations 
Dapitanons will and for his arrival, 


plans to celebrate,” 
Agolong told the IN- 


Jalosjos sent this 
text message to the 


Quinn by phone. ‘Inquirer: "My situa- 
She said the for- tion is still fluid.” 
mer congressman Sources said the 
could be home be- planned homecom- 
fore Christmas. ing was different 

“Dapitanons who from the upcoming 
lovehim are prepar- Handuraw festival. 
The Handuraw 


(reminiscing) festi- 
val, which is now on 
its second year, was 
created mainly to 
commemorate the 
life and works of Dr. 
Jose Rizal during his 
exile in Dapitan City 
from July 17, 1892 
to July 31, 1896. 

Agolong said this 
years  Handuraw 
would feature, 
among others, the 
launching of a book 
on Rizal's corre- 
spondence with 
Ferdinand Blumen- 
tritt, 

Jalosjos authored 
the book, she said. 
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Animal rights groups, 


DOT to meet on sea park 


By Margaux C. 
Ortiz 


THE DEPARTMENT 
of Tourism (DOT) is 
set to meet with 
members of animal 
rights group People 
for the Ethical Treat- 
ment of Animals 
(Peta) to “better un- 
derstand” the 
group's objection to 
the Manila Ocean 
Park, a massive ma- 
rine aquarium be- 
hind the Quirino 
Grandstand їп 
Manila which 
opened this month. 

“The regulation 
of environmental 
practices of enter- 
prises such as the 
Manila Ocean Park 
actually fall under 
the jurisdiction and 
expertise of the De- 
partment of Envi- 
ronment and Natu- 
ral Resources 
(DENR),” Tourism 
Secretary Joseph 
Ace Durano said 
yesterday. 

However, Durano 
said a meeting with 
Peta could shed 
light on why they 
vehemently object 
tothe oceanarium, а 
P1-billion project of 
the Philippine 
Tourism Authority 
(PTA) with Singa- 
porean and 
Malaysian. in- 
vestors. 

“Г admire their 
passion for marine 
protection and 
preservation,” Du- 
rano said of the ani- 
mal rights group. 

He stressed that 
the DOT had been 
working with envi- 
ronmental groups 
such as the Visayas 
Sea Squadron in the 
Visayan Seas, the 
World Wide Fund 
for Nature (WWF) 
Philippines and the 
Bantay Kalikasan in 
Donsol, Sorsogon. 

“We — likewise 
practice the cause 
they are advocating 
What's important at 
this pointis to deter- 
mine whether the 
oceanarium violat- 
ed any environmen- 
tal laws in the man- 
ner in which they 
sourced their ma- 
rine species," Dura- 
no said. 

The DOT secre- 
tary added that he 
would likewise in- 
vestigate if the pro- 
ject has fully com- 
plied with the envi- 
Tonmental require- 
ments of the РЕМА. 

In a letter to Du- 
rano, Peta-Asia cam- 
paigns ^ manager 
Rochelle Regodon 
said marine parks 
would only teach 
people that "it is ac- 
ceptable to keep an- 
imals in captivi- 
ty—bored, restrict- 
ed, lonely and far 
from their natural 
homes." 

Peta also urged 
the public to boycott 
the aquarium to 
show their objection 
to keeping animals 
in captivity. 

Manila Ocean 
Park vice president 
Cristina Ro- 
mualdez had earli- 
er clarified that the 
facility would pro- 
mote the conserva- 
tion and preserva- 
tion of marine 
species, adding 
that they have been 
working ^ closely 
with government 
agencies such as 
the DENR and the 
Department of Edu- 
cation (DepEd). 

Romualdez 


stressed that the marine biologists “Weare very care- 


oceanarium will not and scientists have ful about the fish 
feature protected been working to display. We are 


and endangered make sure the fish aware that we have 
species such as species in one tank a responsibility both 
whale sharks and would live well with tothe publicand the 
otherseamammals. each other and in a environment" Ro- 


Shesaidateamof naturalecosystem. — mualdez said. 
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Metrobank told to pay P3.8B in taxes 


By Michelle V. Remo Metrobank, as did the other 
banks, offered the accounts to 
clients seeking higher yields but 
with the convenience of being 
able to withdraw their money 
when they wanted. 

Under the National Internal 
Revenue Code, time deposits, 
‘which earn higher interest, are 
subject to the documentary 
stamp tax (DST) but not ordi- 
nary savings accounts. 

Special savings accounts 
have features of both ordinary 
and time deposit accounts. This 
was the reason Metrobank and 
the other banks gave for not 
paying the DST. 

The BIR is also involved in 
court cases with other banks 
over the DST issue, but 


Metrobank. 

Metrobank has filed a motion 
for reconsideration in the Court 
of Tax Appeals. 


Legal remedies 
"Inanyevent,wearereadyto he 
avail of other legal remedies, in- 
cluding going to the Supreme 
Court, to finally resolve this in- 
dustry issue,” said Antonio Vi- 
ray, Metrobank assistant corpo- 
rate secretary, in a statement. 

Metrobank stressed it had 
complied with its tax obliga- 
tions. 

“Pending resolution of this 
matter, we would like to as- 
sure the public that through- 
Out its 45-year history, 
Metrobank has not been re- 
miss in its responsibilities to 
the country, especially with 
regard to paying taxes," Viray 
said. 


METROPOLITAN BANK AND 
‘Trust Co., the country's biggest 
bank, has been ordered by the 
Court of Tax Appeals to pay the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue 
P3.79 billion in taxes that had 
accrued since the 1990s. 

The liability arose from un- 
paid documentary stamp taxes 
and gross receipt taxes on spe- 
cial savings accounts. 

Deputy Commissioner Gre- 
gorio Cabantac, head of the 
ВІВ legal and inspection divi- 

ion, had earlier stressed the 
tax-collecting agency's resolve 
to collect back taxes to meet the 
government goal of reducing 
the budget deficit. 

The legal battle between the 
BIR and Metrobank stemmed 
from the creation of special sav- 
ings accounts in the '90s. 


tion. 


Metrobank had the biggest tax 
deficiency, it said. 

The BIR said it expects its vic- 
tory 


IGERSOLDAS) 
GINE ECRIRE TE 


to be challenged by ties. 


He'pointed out that in the last 
three years, the bank remitted 
P64.4 billion in national and 
municipal 
alone, the bank paid P24.5 bil- 
lion in taxes to the government, 


Earlier Metrobank applied 
for amnesty under the recently 
enacted Tax Amnesty Law. 
Under the law, individuals 
and companies with unpaid tax- 
es could apply for amnesty be- 
tween Sept. 6 and March 5 next. 
year Applicants may pay an 
amnesty fee that would grant 
them immunity from prosecu- 


But Revenue Commissioner 
Lilian Hefti said the BIR would 
not accept amnesty applications 
from Metrobank and other 
banks with DST deficiencies but 
would pursue their tax liabili- 
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Wet Christmas seen 


IT COULD BEA WET CHRIST- 
mas this year, with "above 
normal" rains extending even 
up to the summer months. 

Weathermen said the un- 
usual rainfall forecast till 
May next year is due to La Ni- 
fia, a phenomenon character- 
ized by the cooling of the sur- 
face of the Pacific Ocean. The 
increased moisture this pro- 
duces is carried our way by 
the easterly winds. 

The Philippine Atmospher- 
ic Geophysical and Astro- 
nomical Services Adı 
tion (Pagasa) advised the 
public to brace for more flash 
floods, particularly in Febru- 
the cold-inducing 

monsoon (Ami- 
converges with the 


warm, moist air from the 
easterly Pacific winds. 

“In areas where it's normal 
not to have any rain during 
summer, it will rain this 
time,” said senior weather 
specialist Daisy Ortega of the 
Pagasa Climate Information 
Monitoring and Prediction 
Center in ап interview. 

“It could cause floods 
and landslides,” stressed 
Ortega, recalling that the 
mudslide in Guinsaugon, 
Leyte, that buried a village 
of 1,800 people was caused 
by rains brought by a 
ra- “weak” La Niña. 

La Nifia this year was de- 
scribed as, “moderately 
strong.” 

Above normal rain is ex- 
pected over most parts of the 
country. 
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Passage of GMA pet bills seen; 


amnesty for Reds to miss cut 


By Christine О. Avendaño 
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WITH SIX SESSION DAYS TO 
go before Congress takes its hol- 
iday break, its leaders and me 
Malacafiang agreed to work for 
the passage of nine priority 
measures like the 2008 national 
budget and the Cheaper 
Medicines Act but the proposed 
amnesty bill for communist 
rebels may not be passed for 
lack of time. 

This came out of yesterday's 
Legislative-Executive Advisory 
Development Council (Ledac) 
meeting presided over by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo аг 
which 35 measures were рге- 
sented for consideration in the 
group's common legislative 
agenda. 

Inher opening statement, the 
President made known her 
preference for four mea- 
sures—the P1.2-trillion nation- 
пень Ретке рамана | al budget, the cheaper 

777" | medicines bill, amendments to 
the Electric Power Industry Re- 
form Act (Epira) and amnesty 
for communist rebels. 
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Epira amendment 

“The budget will finance pub- 
lic services and infrastructure 
long [sought] by the people and 
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said the 


business,” Ms Arroyo said. 

“We also want the passage 
before Congress takes its break 
on Dec. 21 of the cheaper 
ines bill that would fur- 
ther bring down the cost of 
medicine and amendments to 
the Epira so that electricity 
costs will also go down. 

“We will also talk about the 
amnesty proclamation for com- 
munist rebels. Many of them 
‘want to return to the fold of the 
law, that’s why we proclaimed 
an amnesty for them 
need today the approval of 
Congress on this," 


Itlooks like the President will 
get most of her wishes save for 
the rebel amnesty bill. 


Not optimistic 

The Ledac members -who 
emerged from the nearly two- 
hour meeting said the six other 
measures that would likely be 
approved were the creation of 
the Civil Aviation Authority, ex- 
tension of the Agricultural Com- 
petitiveness Enhancement Fund, 
amendments to the Magna Carta 
for Small- and Medium-Scale In- 
dustries, creation of the Credit 
Information System, establish- 
ment of the Personal Equity Re- 


А MANILA REGIONAL 
Trial Court judge post- 
poned the arraignment of 
Batasan bombing suspect 
Hajarun Jamiri yesterday 
and granted the suspect's 
request for a preliminary 
after 
claimed police had tor- 
tured him into making а 


Judge Virgilio Alameda 
of Manila RTC Branch 10 
arraignment 
would be postponed until 


Philippines charter. 


and we 
Ms Arroyo Earlier, 
Eduardo Erm 


ihe issue of probable 
cause was resolved by the 
fiscals. 

Jamiri, one of nine per- 
sons accused of involve- 
ment in the Nov. 13 bomb- 
ing at the House of Repre- 
sentatives, had sought the. 
preliminary investigation, 
he complaining to the judge" 
that aside from being tor- 
tured, he was the victim of 
a warrantless arrest on 
Nov. 19, and was denied a 
lawyer of his choice while 
in police custody. 

Out on bail, 


year-old 


Adham 
the 49- 


tirement Account and amend- 
ments to the University of the 


Tuburan, Basilan, also re- 
canted in a press confer- 
ence on Monday his state- 
ments implicating former 
Basilan Rep. Gerry Salap- 
pudin, Anak Mindanao 
Rep. Mujiv Hataman and 
the latter's brother Jim in 
the bombing that killed 
five persons, 
the alleged target, Basilan 
Rep. Wahab Akbar. 

Two of Jamiri’s co-ac- 
cused, Caidar Aunal and 
Kusain, 
claimed they were tor- 


ever concerns they [senators] 
have, its not like a treaty that they 
can debate,” Gonzalez said. 


While they agreed to work on 
passing the rebel amnesty bill, 
the lawmakers and Palace offi- 
cials were not optimistic this 
would happen before the break. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo is- 
sued a presidential proclamation 
granting amnesty to members of 
the Communist Party ofthe Philip- 
pines, the New People's Army and 
the National Democratic Front in 
September. All it needs is the con- 
currence of the House and Senate. 
Executive Secretary 
said approval of 
the amnesty bill was high on the 
agenda of the Ledac meeting. 

"There is a commitment to 
work on it but there is a reality 
check—we only have six ses- 
sion days left," Presidential 

Adviser on the Peace Process 
Jesus Dureza told reporters. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez said some senators had raised 
concerns about the amnesty bill 
and he didn't think there would 
be enough time to approve it. 

"The President is really moving 
for it but the problem [is] once the 
proclamation is issued, Congress 
can only express conformity ot re- 
ject it. It cannot amend it so what- 


Court grants Batasan suspect new probe 


Unsettled issues 

‘Sen. Edgardo Angara said the 
amnesty measure may be 
passed “not later than January 
next year" because of "out- 
standing issues to be clarified.” 

He said the proclamation 
should explain certain concepts 
such as what constitutes a politi- 
cal offense, the amnesty's cover- 
ageand funding for the social in- 
tegration of the rebel returnees. 

He said implementing rules and 
regulations were also needed. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia said 
what needed reviewing was the 
“economic component of each and 
every" communist rebel availing 
himself of the amnesty program. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santi- 
ago, however, said the Senate 
will try to pass the amnesty bill 
before Christmas. 

“We're going to try and pass it 
before the break because itis ur- 
gent that these rebel returnees 
should, by their in effect defec- 
tion from the revolutionary 
cause, strengthen the situation 
in our country [that would] be 
reflected in our national econo- 
my next year,” Santiago said. 


exmayor of tured by police into sign- 
ing confessions and impli- 
cating Salapuddin and the 
Hataman brothers as the 
masterminds. 

The recantations could 
spell the collapse of the cas- 
es filed by the Philippine 
National Police against 
them and adds fire to accu- 
sations by government crit- 
ics that police authorities 
are human rights abusers as 
well as incompetent investi- 
gators. With reports from 
Leila B. Salaverria and 
Christine O. Avendaño 


including 


also 
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By Fe Zamora and Dona Pazzibugan 


FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL М RAMOS 
said a shift from the presidential to a parlia- 
mentary system would have been the “best 
option" for change, but this option was no 
longer available now. 

The change from presidential to parlia- 
mentary in 2005 would have removed Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo and could have 
spared the country from more "suffering," 
said Ramos who delivered the keynote 
speech at the First Southeast Asian Forum 
on Islam and Democracy at the Manila Ho- 
tellate Monday. 

“That issue would have long been over," 
Ramos said in Filipino, referring to the 
stand-off at the Manila Peninsula Hotel last 
Nov. 29 instigated by Sen. Antonio Trillanes 
IV and Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim purportedly to 
bring about change. 

Ramos said he offered the formula for “con- 
stitutional renewal” at the height of the “Hello 
Gerci scandal from June to August 2005, but 


his proposal was accepted and then set aside. 

The airing of excerpts from an illegal 
wire tap, in which the President was al- 
legedly recorded talking with an election 
commissioner about widening her lead 
the 2004 election results, resulted in the 
sudden resignation of 10 Cabinet members 
and senior officials on July 8, 2005. 

Ramos and House Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia came to the aid of Ms Arroyo, proposing 
an exit formula for her through a shift to a 
parliamentary system by way of constitu- 
tional amendments. 

“The timeline for constitutional renewal 
should have been from August to December 
12005]. There should have been a constirution- 
al assembly, senatorial elections by districts ... 
‘That would have been our best option because 
in the parliamentary system, you do not have 
to involve the Armed Forces and the police in 
effecting regime change as what had happened 
here so many times in a presidential system,” 
Ramos said. With reports from Norman Bor- 
dadora and Christine Avendaño 
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Power, water rates soar; Р1 ‘pan de sal’ is history 


From page Al 


ward spiraling of prices of 
wheat and flour, 


No choice 

Lucito Chavez, president of 
PFBAL said bakeries had no 
choice but to pass on the Decem- 
ber flour price increase of 6 per- 
cent lest they sustain heavy loss- 
es in the holiday season. 

“We are no longer capable of 
tightening our belts any further 
ог else we would have to close 
our businesses,” Chavez said. 

Industry data showed that 
the price of flour had risen 
steadily by at least 6 percent a 
month in the last six months. A 
25-kilogram bag cost P580 in 
July but now fetches P840. 

‘Simplicio В Umali Jr., pres- 
ident of PhilBaking, said that 
an 11-percent flour price hike 
in October and 9 percent in 
November had not been fully 
reflected in the price of 
bread. 


No relief in sight 

Umali said that on top of 
this month's 6-percent price 
increase, word was going 
around that prices would go 
up again by 10 percent in Jan- 
vary. 

The industry groups said the 
global increase in wheat prices 
due to short supplies was 
pulling up local prices of flour. 

In the United States, which is 
the country's primary source of 
wheat, price increases have 
reached 78 percent with a met- 
ric ton now fetching $399 free 
on board compared to $224 a 
ton last year. 

“Flour prices could have been 
higher if not for the continued 
appreciation of the peso against 
the dollar,” Umali said. 

He said domestic price hikes 
were also affecting other flour- 
based products like noodles, 
cakes, pastries and snack foods. 

‘According to the PFBAI and 


FCBAI, most of the independent 
bakeries have given up on mak- 
ing pan de sal at P1 apiece a few 
months ago as they were forced 
to jack up the price to P1.50. 


Power rates up, too 

Consumers will experience a 
6-centavo-per-kilowatt-hour in- 
crease in electricity charges this 
month as Meralco passes on its 
recovery of purchased power 
costs from the month before. 

From P4.3525 per kWh in 
November, Meralco's genera- 
tion charge went up to P4.4125 
per kWh this month. 

Meralco president and chief 
operating officer Jesus Francis- 
co explained, however, that the 
increase in the December gen- 
eration charge component of 
electricity bills was not an actu- 
al rate increase, but was a result 
of the automatic generation 
rate adjustment (Agra) mecha- 
nism. 

Under the Agra, distribution 
utilities such as Meralco can 
automatically adjust genera- 
tion and system loss charges 
sans prior approval from the 
Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion (ERC). 

"Every month, we get power 
from various generators. Natu- 
rally the costs fluctuate for vari- 
ous reasons, such as fuel price, 
plant conditions, among others. 
So the average generation 
charge will move up or down," 
Francisco explained. 


Rate adjustments 

Despite the Agra's automatic 
nature, however, he said Meral- 
co still had to submit to the ERC 
the figures that they would use 
for their generation rate adjust- 
ments. 

“We do submit these figures 
monthly to the ERC for them to 
check or validate. They are also 
on our website,” he said. 

What was still pending with 
the ERG, he said, were 10 peti- 
tions covering generation cost 


PRAYERS FOR GUIDANCE: Before starting the Ledac meeting on Tuesday, President Arroyo says a prayer. From left, Rep. Mikey 
Arroyo, Senators Miguel Zubiri, Gregorio Honasan, Juan Ponce Enrile and Francis Pangilinan, Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya, 
Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo, Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, Defense Secretary Gilbert 
‘Teodoro and Labor Secretary Arturo Brion. 
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recovery from September 2006 
to June 2007, the period when 
the ERC suspended the Agra 
scheme. 

These  under-recoveries 
would be taken as a separate is- 
sue within the year, he said. 

No recoveries would be made 
without prior approval from the 
ERC, at least for these 10 pend- 
ing petitions, Francisco added. 
These would not form part of 
any Agra-related adjustments 
in the coming months. 


Water rates follow 

Ayala-owned MWCI will in- 
crease its water rates starting 
Jan. 1, 2008. 

MWCI said it planned to in- 
crease the “average all-in tariff" 
to P34.04 a cubic meter from the 
current P20.54 a cubic meter. 

The adjustment was neces- 
sary to cover additional capital 
expenses in the next 15 years. 

Average all-in tariff refers to 


the mean of all the tariffs and 
add-on costs related to MWCI'S 
four customer types: Residen- 
tial, semi-business, commercial 
and industrial. 

Jeric Sevilla of MWCI Corpo- 
rate Communications office 
said consumers would not indi- 
vidually bear the P14.50 per cu- 
bic meter increase. 

“We are still waiting for the final 
resolution from the Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage System. 
as to how we will spread the rates 
among our customers—whether 
we will impose it at one time next 
year or spread it in the next five 
years,” Sevilla said, adding that the 
final water rates would be issued 
оп Thursday or on Friday at the 
latest. 


Staggered increases 

He added that customers 
would be paying less than the 
Pi4-increment. 

In a previous briefing, the 


MWSS-Regulatory Office ex- 
plained that the tariff increase 
would translate to an average 
increase of P187 in the monthly 
bill of residents who consume 30 
cubic meters or an increase of 
P6.20 a day. 

Say, you consume 30 cubic 
meters of water a month, your 
bill would increase to P520 
from the old P333 you were 
paying. 

Sevilla said the P6.20 a day 
hike was applicable if MWSS 
decided to impose the increase 
on a one-time basis for the next 
five years (2008 to 2012). 

“But based on our public con- 
sultations, consumers want the 
increase to be staggered over 
the next five years, like what we 
did during our rate rebasing in 
2003,” he said. 

Back in 2003, MWCI imposed 
a P7-increment in two 
stages—a P3-increase in 2003 
and a P4-increase in 2005. 


Transco bidding on today; judge dismisses TRO 


From page Al 


titioner, La Costa Development 
Corp., had failed to prove that 
“great or irreparable injury" 
would result in the meantime 
that the court had not decided 
оп its petition for a writ of pre- 
liminary injunction. 

La Costa, headed by nickel 
mining magnate Salvador 
Zamora II and former Finance 
Secretary Roberto de Ocampo, 
has been disqualified from to- 
day's bidding by Power Sector 
Assets and Liabilities Manage- 
ment Corp. (PSALM), which is 
tasked with selling Transco. 

The consortium has accused 
PSALM and its president, Jose 
Ibazeta, of violating the Anti- 
Graft and Corrupt Practices Act 
as well as favoring another 
group affiliated with influential 
businessman Enrique Razon. 

Qualified to participate in the 
final bidding today are the con- 
sortium of Monte Oro Grid Re- 
sources Corp. and State Grid 
Corp. of China; the group of 
Two Rivers Pacific Holdings 
Corp. and Terna-Rete Electtrica 
Nazionale Spa.; the joint ven- 
ture between San Miguel Ener- 


gy Corp. and TPG Aurora BV; 
and the partnership between 
Citadel Holdings Inc. and Pow- 
er Grid Corp. of India Ltd. 


‘Charade’ 

The Monte Oro consor- 
tium—a partnership between 
Monte Oro Grid Resources 
Corp. and State Grid Corp. of 
China—is identified with the 
group of Razon. He was treasur- 
er of the administration Team 
Unity in the May senatorial 
elections and is close to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo . 

Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and Sen. 
Jamby Madrigal have de- 
nounced today’s bidding, alleg- 
ing conflict of interest because 
Ibazeta is an official in Razon's 
corporate board. Razon heads 
International Container Termi- 
nal Services Inc. (СТІ). 

Madrigal has also claimed 
that a brother of President Ar- 
royo, Diosdado “Buboy” Maca- 
pagal Jt, has an interest in 
Monte Oro. She has urged the 
Senate blue ribbon committee 
to investigate the sale, waning 
of a “lutong makaw” or a done 
deal. 


Ibazeta yesterday said only 
an order from the Supreme 
Court could stop today’s bid- 
ding, pointing out that this is 
provided for under the Electric 
Power Industry Reform Act 
(Epira) of 2001. 

“Barring such an order from 
the Supreme Court, given that 
all preparations are in place, 
there is no reason to stop the 
Transco bidding,” he said in a 
statement. 

Ibazeta also said that another 
issue that one of the bidding 
groups—the consortium of Two 
Rivers Pacific Holdings Corp. 
and  Terna-Rete — Electrica 
Nazionale Spa. of Italy—did not 
have a 60-percent Filipino com- 
ponent was nor a hindrance to 
today's auction. 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission has issued sepa- 
rate legal opinions confirming 
that the pre-qualified bidders 
for the Transco concession all 
met the Filipino nationality re- 
quirement for the operation of 
the 25-year Transco concession. 

Ibazeta said the SEC's Office 
of the General Counsel had con- 
firmed that each of the groups’ 
proposed structure and equity 


investments met the ownership 
requirement for grantees of a 
public utility franchise. 

"We are hopeful that the con- 
firmation from the SEC as to the 
nationality of the bidders will 
put to rest all doubts about their 
qualification. This is just more 
reason for us to push through 
with the Dec. 12 bidding,” he 
said. 


Approved strategy 

He also reiterated that what 
PSALM would be bidding out 
was the right to operate, main- 
tain and expand Transco 
through a concession agree- 
ment, and not the Transco as- 
sets themselves. 

“This is the strategy ap- 
proved by the President as ear- 
ly as five years ago, and the 
soundness of this privatization 
mode is affirmed by the consis- 
tent—even increasing—inter- 
est from potential bidders,” 
Thazeta said. 

Because the Makati RTC has 
decided to continue hearing La 
Costa's application for the is- 
suance of a writ of preliminary 
injunction, La Costa has not giv- 
en up on its fight against al- 


Jeged foul play surrounding the 
‘Transco privatization. 

“The nonissuance of the TRO 
to allow us to take part in the 
bidding does not doom our judi- 
cial remedy," said La Costa legal 
counsel Napoleon Poblador. 


Injunction hearing goes on 

The hearing on the petition 
for the writ of preliminary in- 
junction was conducted yester- 
day and was to resume next 
week, Poblador said. 

"The trial court can stop the 
implementation of the bidding 
at any of its subsequent stages. 
We will also go to the Supreme 
Court to question the order of 
the trial court denying our TRO 
application. The SC has the le- 
gal authority to reverse the bid- 
ding and all its effects," he said. 

La Costa said it was willing to 
bid for the Transco concession 
for as much as $6 billion, or 
double the lone bid price during 
the last failed bidding in Febru- 
ary It said that PSALM's privati- 
zation, bidding and awards 
committee's (PBAC) disqualifi- 
cation of the consortium was a 
crime under the antigraft law. 

PBAC had disqualified La Cos- 


Erap ready to make up with GMA but will fight Charter change 


From page Al 


Sur Gov, Luis “Chavit” 
Singson. 

Not that, Estrada said, he 
would stop being a member of 
the opposition. 

“In a democracy, there's al- 
ways the opposition. We will 
continue to be the check and 
balance,” he said. 

But when asked to explain his 
reasons for forgiving Ms Arroyo 
and Singson, whom he and his 
family had accused of engineer- 
ing his fall from power in 2001, 
Estrada turned positively mel- 
low: 

“I have said time and again 
that the Holy Spirit put into my 
mind and my heart that to live 
peacefully, forget all the good 
things you did to others and for- 
get the bad things that others 
did to you. That is why I am liv- 
ing peacefully now. 

“Tve been reminded by the 


Lord’s Prayer that we should 
forgive.” 

But the man is not done fight- 
ing. 


3 proposals 

Estrada took on a fighting 
stance in reaction to reports 
that members of the House of 
Representatives were preparing 
to deliberate on at least three 
proposals to amend the Consti- 
tution. 

He promised to fight the Ar- 
тоуо administration which had 
pardoned him if it would push 
for the amendment of the 1987 
Constitution to pave the way for 
а shift from the presidential to 
the parliamentary form of gov- 
ernment. 

“1 will fight it. I will lead the 
rallies against it,” Estrada de- 
clared in an interview at the 
sidelines of a luncheon hosted 
by one of his sons, San Juan 
Mayor Joseph Victor “ЈУ” Ejerci- 


` 


to, in thanksgiving for being 
chosen by the Philippine 
Jaycees as one of The Outstand- 
ing Young Men for public ser- 
vice. 

It was an award that Estrada 
himself received 35 years ago. 

Estrada said he was against 
Charter change because it 
would “deprive the poor of the 
chance to choose their own 
president.” 

He said the right to directly 
elect the leader of the country 
was the great equalizer be- 
tween the rich and the poor. 
And if the administration per- 
sists in changing the form of 
government and taking away 
this right, “there will surely be 
chaos,” he said. 

Estrada, who was convicted 
of two counts of plunder in 
September and pardoned in 
October, stopped short of say- 
ing that the Charter change 
initiatives indicated Ms Ar- 


royo's desire to hold on to 
power beyond 2010, when 
her term ends and the next 
presidential election is sched- 
uled. 

But he said the administra- 
tion—which, recent surveys 
said, was perceived as the most 
corrupt (see banner story on 
Page Al) yet—was lucky be- 
cause Filipinos were "patient." 

Mayor Ejercito echoed his 
fathers remark on forgiving 
Ms Arroyo et al., but said his 
family would not forget their 
“sins.” 

“We can forgive the person, 
but we should not forget the 
sins so that these will not hap- 
pen again," he said. 

Ejercito also said the opposi- 
tion would fight tooth and nail 
against Charter change moves 
in the House. 

He voiced the opposition's 
long-held stance that the initia- 
tives were geared to “prolong” 


Ms Arroyo's hold on the presi- 
dency. 

Ejercito said the administra- 
tion should not try the people's 
patience by pushing for Charter 
change. 

He said that if the administra- 
tion insisted on doing so, this 
could lead to Ms Arroyo's 
ouster. 

"Everything has its limits. 
The people will protest if the 
abuses continue,” he said. 


Overwhelming clamor . 

The committee on constitu- 
tional amendments chaired 
by La Union Rep. Victor Orte- 
ga, a member of the ruling 
Lakas-CMD, will focus on 
House Concurrent Resolu- 
tions No. 3, No. 6 and No. 7 
authored respectively by Ca- 
marines Sur Rep. Felix Alfelor, 
Agusan del Norte Rep. 
Edelmiro Amante and Cebu 
Rep. Antonio Cuenco. 


MWCI president Antonino 
Aquino said the tariff increase 
was needed to ensure the relia- 
bility of water supply to the east 
zone and to enable the expan- 
sion of services in the next 15 
years. 

The planned water projects 
and investments are worth 
roughly P117 billion, he added. 

"MWCI must prepare for the 
increase of population, effects of 
natural calamities and compli- 
ance with the Clean Water Act. 
To do so, major investments are 
needed to ensure 24-hour water 
supply," Aquino said. 

These investments include 
finding new water sources aside 
from the Angat Dam, where 
Metro Manila sources 97 per- 
cent of its water supply, as well 
as the continuous repair, reha- 
bilitation and laying down of 
pipelines to avoid leaks and ag- 
gressive expansion of waste- 
Water program. 


ta because it was not satisfied 
that La Costa Development 
Corp, as the Philippine member 
of the concessionaire, had the 
ability to fund an equity invest- 
ment of atleast $300 million. 

But La Costa, which tapped 
SNC Lavallin of Canada as its 
foreign technical partner, said it 
had fully complied with the bid- 
ding procedures and proved its 
capability to fund the required 
equity investment. 


Acrown jewel 

‘Transco has been described as 
one of the government's "crown 
Jewels.” With Transco's power 
transmission grid and fiber optic 
cables, the winner of the auction 
could also become a powerful 
player in the telecommunica- 
tions industry with its own 
broadband backbone network. 

Madrigal said the holding of 
the bidding today would be a 
“victory for Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo and her cronies.” 

Pimentel said the govern- 
ment had failed to answer the 
basic question of how it could 
possibly ensure a fair auction 
with Ibazeta under Razon's pay- 
roll. 


The three resolutions call 
for a constitutional conven- 
tion to propose amendments 
to the Charter and to provide 
for the election of delegates 
in November 2008 to coin- 
cide with the barangay elec- 
tions. 

According to Amante’s reso- 
lution, there is an “overwhelm- 
ing clamor among the majority 
of our people” to amend the 
Constitution “to make it more 
receptive to the new millenni- 
um and the needs of the Filipino 
people.” 

Alfelor, Amante and Cuenco 
are members of the ruling coali- 
tion, which includes Lakas and 
Ms Arroyo's party, ће Kabalikat 
ng Malayang Pilipino (Kampi). 

House Bills No. 1752 and №. 
1876, authored by Пойо Rep: 
Raul Gonzalez Jr. and Pampan- 
ga Rep. Carmelo Lazatin, re- 
spectively, also call for a consti- 
tutional convention. 
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Atienza, Indonesian president tackle 


jBy T] Burgonio 


ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY LITO 
|Atienza met with Indonesian Presi- 
dent Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono in 
[Bali late Monday to discuss mea- 
sures to sustain the conservation of 
the Coral Triangle, considered the 
|world's center of marine biodiversi- 


In broad geographical terms, the 
Coral Triangle is believed to be lo- 
|cated within an area centered 
around Eastern Indonesia, encom- 
passing four countries: Indonesia, 
‘Australia, Philippines and Papua 
New Guinea, according to a 2003 
report from The Nature Conservan- 
Icy, Southeast Asia Center for Ma- 
rine Protected Areas in Bali, In- 
donesia. 

Atienza said the meeting was a 
(воой opportunity for Manila and 
Jakarta to tackle issues on how to 
protect and sustain the manage- 
ment of the marine area. 


Issues on marine area 

He, however, did not specify ex- 
actly what measures the two coun- 
tries would undertake. 

“Like all other ecosystems, our 
жапе areas, including the corals 
‘and all biodiversity found beneath 
our seas and oceans are also vulner- 
“able to the adverse impacts of cli 
mate change,” Atienza said in a 
‘statement. 

“The Coral Triangle, which is 
known to contain more than 500 
species’of reef-building corals, is 
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Militant antimin- 
ing groups led by 
Greenpeace — have 
opposed the mining 
project in the area. A 
commission, headed 
by then Sorsogon 
Bishop Arturo Bas- 
tes, said mining 
spills had contami- 
nated coastal areas 
with mercury and 
Other toxic chemi- 
cals, diminishing lo- 
cal fishermen’s catch 
and causing skin dis- 
eases among some 
ofthe residents. 

But allegations of 
mercury contamina- 
tion were never sub- 
stantiated and were 
even declared а 
"hoax" by support- 
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also abundant in reef fish 
species, such as yellow fin tuna, 
big-eye tuna, bumphead parrot 
fish and Napoleon wrasse,” he 
said. 


Highest human population 

It also supports some of the 
world’s highest human population 
densities, and its resources sustain 
more than 120 million people, he 
added. 

Atienza is in Bali, Indonesia as 
head of the Philippine delega- 
tion to the 13th Session of the 
Conference of Parties to the UN 
Framework Convention on Cli- 
mate Change and the 3rd Meet- 
ing of Parties of the Kyoto Proto- 
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col. 

Lory Tan, vice chairman of the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) Philippines, had said that 
the Coral Triangle would eventually 
serve as a major source of food for 
countries beyond the region, hence, 
the need for its sustainable man- 
agement, 


‘Coral Triangle’ 

“The Coral Triangle is going to 
be the food factory of the world. 
From this part of the world, Chi- 
na, Taiwan, Japan, Australia, Eu- 
ropean Union, and the United 
States would buy their fish,” Tan 
said. 

“This part of the world will pro- 
duce the seaweed, the shellfish, 
crabs and shrimp that will feed the 
world. So there's an opportunity 
here to sustainably manage this,” 
he added. 

Atienza said the Philippines 
would call for the setting up of an 
Adaptation Fund to assist highly 
vulnerable countries on how to 
adapt and mitigate the impact of 
climate change. 

The secretary said that coun- 
tries in the region shared common 
problems on the devastating im- 
pact of climate change like flood- 
ing, water shortage, dry season 
and the destruction of marine re- 
sources, 
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Gore’s challenge 


EW POLITICIANS GET TO ENJOY A SECOND LIFE, 

and fewer still get to make the transition from politi- 

co to statesman while out of power. Yet that's been 

the good fortune, for himself and the world, of Al Gore. 

As co-recipient with the United Nations Intergovernmen- 

tal Panel on Climate Change, Gore accepted the Nobel 

Peace Prize and gave a ringing endorsement to People 

Power. According to him, People Pow- 

EDITORIAL ег has begun to develop into a truly 

global movement, with the environ- 
ment as its motive force. 

Gore said that the international environmental move- 
ment will be even more formidable than the nuclear- 
freeze movement of the 1970s and 1980s. And in light of 
his assertion, we need only point to examples here and 
close to home, of how citizens have pressured their gov- 
ernments on their environmental scores. 

Here at home, the proposed Japan-Philippines Eco- 
nomic Partnership Agreement (Jpepa) was almost 
wrecked when it ran aground on environmentalists' ob- 
jections; forcing the Philippine and Japanese govern- 
ments to replace the gray areas in the text of the proposed 
agreement with explicit re-commitments to existing in- 
ternational agreements on hazardous wastes. In a recent 
provincial forum, one student, upset over perceptions of 
apathy among the younger generation, said it isn't true at 
all, but talking about political rights is old-fashioned, 
while concern for the environmentis a truly vital cause. 

It may be that what Gore and that student have begun 
to explore is that environmentalism is the new political 
activism, because it involves a fundamental sense of com- 
munity interests and challenging officialdom if it won't 
see it that way. In Australia, the hard-line Howard admin- 
istration was swept out of office on a tide of repugnance 
for his strong-arm methods and, in particular, his con- 
tempt for the environment. Immediately upon his as- 
sumption to office, new Australian Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd announced that his country would finally sign the 
Kyoto Protocol. 

But there remain two nations bucking the global trend: 
the United States and China. Both are patently hostile to 
international public opinion, particularly if it affects their 
economic ambitions and insatiable thirst for the re- 
sources that make possible unbridled consumption. 

“UN officials have proposed cutting carbon-dioxide 
emissions by 40 percent, the cobbling together of a new 
"roadmap" to maintain the momentum of efforts to curb 
global warming; and the continuation of the hard work 
required to come up with a successor agreement to the 
Kyoto Protocol which expires in 2012. Investments in al- 
ternative forms of energy need to be encouraged, too, as 
nations begin to grapple with the unforeseen costs of 
putting all their eggs in the biofuels basket, For every 
hectare of agricultural land devoted to biofuels, that's 
one hectare unable to produce food; global food prices 
have begun to spike as a result. 

In Bali, a showdown is expected between global opin- 
ion and the domestic interests of the Americans and the 
Chinese. The United States announced that it would con- 
tinue to oppose specific targets for emission-cutting for 
countries. China pleaded that it must continue its nation- 
al development and not have its hands tied by environ- 
mental considerations, though it, too, has begun to quiet- 
ly invest in alternative fuels and in greener buildings and 
developments. 

While both the United States and China will probably 
remain intransigent in Bali, there is some hope on the 
horizon. Whether that hope will merely be an aspiration 
or a political reality, however, lies in large part on Gore 
himself. If he sees global People Power in terms of the en- 
vironmental cause, he has a large role to play to ensure 
that it manifests itself in his country. He has received 
praise for stubbornly staying on message, in environmen- 
tal terms. He has taken himself out of the 2008 presiden- 
tial race in no small part, because he wants to maintain a 
kind of moral ascendancy in that regard. 

We can only hope that as a statesman, he inspires 
American voters to make the environment a central issue 
in the coming presidential elections. It can help restore 
the US image as a major force in global cooperation, in- 
stead of the rogue state that in many ways it has become 
since George W. Bush took office. 
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“| THINK ГМ A PRETTY GOOD ECONOMIST 
but a very bad politician,” President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo told a group of British investors, 
‘unashamedly patting herself on the back. 

That statement is both true and false. True: 
“Tm a very bad politician." False: “I think 'm a 
pretty good economist." She thought wrong. 

The politician part speaks for itself, but she has 
to be told the truth on the economist part. The 
main prop to the claim that the Philippines has a 
"strong economy" is the escalating exchange rate 
ofthe peso against the dollar. The peso-dollar ex- 
change rate is going up not because the peso is 
strong but because the dollar is weak. The dollar 
is sinking against all currencies but the peso is 
not rising against all other currencies. And the 
peso rate is going up not because the Philippine 
economy is strong, but because the millions- 
strong overseas Filipino workers are sending 
home the dollars they eam abroad. It's a case of 
supply and demand. Take away the OFW eam- 
ings and the Philippine economy will fall flat on 
its face. Ош economy is being kept afloat by the 
blood, sweat and tears of our OFWs. 

os are working abroad in greater 
numbers not because of a policy or encourage- 
ment by the government. They are forced to go 
there because there are no jobs here at home. If 
they do not make sacrifices and leave their 
families while they work abroad, they would 
starve to death. 

If our economy is healthy, there would be 
plenty of jobs here, and the wages and salaries 
would be comparable to those of other coun- 
tries with healthy economies. But Filipinos 
who are already employed are forced to work 
abroad because their pay is not enough to sup- 
port their families. The only people making a 
good living are the top officials in the Arroyo 
administration. They will always make a good 
living whether the economy is good or bad. 

Ina good economy, everybody would be em- 
ployed, everybody would have enough to eat, 
and everybody would live in decent homes. Just 
one look at all those squatter colonies and at the 


I JUST RETRIEVED MY DVD OF "VIVA ZAPA- 
tal," a movie starring Marlon Brando, written 
by the formidable John Steinbeck (based on 
his novel). It begins this way: 

It is Mexico, 1909, a group of dirt poor peas- 
ants has sought an audience with their president, 
Porfirio Diaz. Their complaint is that a plantation. 
has taken over their land and fenced them ой, 
destroying their corn and planting sugar instead. 
"Can you prove that these are your lands, my 
children?” Diaz asks. The peasants produce doc- 
uments from the Spanish Crown and the Mexi- 
can Republic. "If this is true,” says Diaz, "you 
have no problem, the court will settle this" He 
offers his personal attorney to help them and ex- 
ccuses himself saying he has other matters to at- 
tend to; И is not easy being president, particular- 
ly one who has been so for 34 years. 

As the peasants file away, Zapata stays be- 
hind and tells the president. “Do you know of 
any land suit that was won by country peo- 
ple?" Diaz tells him: “These things take time. 
You must be patient.” Zapata replies: “With 
your permission, Mr. President, we make our 
tortillas with corn, not with patience." 

Nothing came out of the peasants’ plea and 
Zapata went on to lead a land revolt in More- 
los, eventually joining Pancho Villa in fighting 
to free Mexico. 

remembered the opening of "Viva Zapata!” 
in light of the Sumilao farmers trooping to 
Malacafiang to petition their president to help 
them in their land problem. The parallels are 
uncanny, and offer no small amount of savage 
commentary on our situation today. The only 
difference between the two scenes is that Diaz 
had the grace to receive his "children" if only to 
humor them, while the Sumilao folks presi- 
dent, such as they are compelled to call her so, 
‘was too busy receiving a medal in Spain for hu- 
man rights to see them. And her minions in 
Malacafiang were too busy readying their pork, 
or ham, for Christmas to bother with them. 

While at this, what's that business with Spain 
honoring GMA for her contributions to human 
rights, and right on the eve of International Hu- 
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unemployment rate and you know that some- 
thing is very bad in the Philippine economy. Who 
made it that way? Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Prices were much lower during the adminis- 
trations of Presidents Marcos, Aquino, Estra- 
da—even that of Ramos. And I don't mean on- 
ly the oil that we import but also the rice, veg- 
etables and fruits that we grow and the fish 
that we catch. In fact, home-grown agricultur- 
al products and domestic fish are more expen- 
sive than imported ones. Which means the Ar- 
royo administration cannot even sustain our 
agricultural output. 

IfGMA learned anything in the school of eco- 
nomics, it should have been that in a nation with 
a healthy economy, everybody would be prosper- 
‘ous, there would be no poor people. But about 
half of our population consider themselves poor, 
millions have litte to eat, and young children are 
forced to commit suicide because of poverty. 

At the same time that young children are dy- 
ing, the Arroyo administration is distributing 
half-million-peso bribes right in the presiden- 
tial palace and circumnavigating the globe 
with hordes of “equally bad politicians,” with 
the poor Filipino taxpayers footing the bil. 

GMA deserves praise for making a side- 
trip to Kuwait on her way home from Lon- 
don to save one of our OFWs, Marilou Ra- 
nario, from execution. 

This reminds me of another OFW, and an- 
other President who could have saved her but 
didn't. The hapless Flor Contemplacion was 
scheduled to be executed in Singapore while 
President Fidel V Ramos was on one of his nu- 
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man Rights Day? For sheer atrocity, that goes 
even beyond then US Vice President George 
Bush toasting Ferdinand Marcos for his adher- 
ence to democracy. The specific reason for 
Spain's award to GMA, which is that she has 
abolished the death penalty, doesn't make things 
better, but makes for diabolical irony. 1 know the 
Spanish ambassador to be a decent fellow and 
‘wonder why he couldn't implore his government 
enough to desist from committing a humongous 
faux pas. The award mocks the spirit of Miguel 
de Cervantes, the man who birthed the word 
“quixotic,” after whom the Spanish cultural cen- 
teris named. It offers only fresh reminders of the 
time in this country when the friars paraded 
themselves as the embodiment of God's truth 
and justice. While spouting that divinely con- 
temptuous phrase, "an mana indi... 

But to go back, the only difference between 
the two scenes is that Diaz received his scrag- 
gly guests and GMA did not. Otherwise, they 
are nearly identical, Like the Morelos peasants, 
the Sumilao folk have been driven off their 
land by a large landowner. Like the Morelos 
peasants, the Sumilao farmers can't plant their 
land with rice and corn, they are fenced off 
from it by barbed wire and armed guards, and 
can't prove the land is theirs. Like the Morelos 
peasants, the Sumilao farmers’ ability to win а 
‘court case even if they had the most ironclad 
proof of ownership is next to nothing anyway, 
as shown by the fact that they did lose it, 
notwithstanding that previous Agrarian Re- 
form Secretary Butch Abad is certain the land 
is theirs by law, by God and by justice. 

like the Morelos peasants, the Sumilao 
farmers will probably have to deal with the 


merous junkets (FVR is the most traveled Fil- 
ipino president, with GMA trying to catch up). 

There was a clamor at home for the Presi- 
dent to make a side-trip to Singapore and 
save the Filipino domestic helper from the 
gallows. But FVR probably thought it was be- 
neath his dignity to plead for a mere house- 
maid. So he went straight home and did not 
pass by Singapore. Had he done that, who 
knows, Contemplacion may still be alive to- 
day, like Sarah Balabagan, who was saved by 
Ambassador Roy Зейегез whom GMA fired 
as chief judge of the labor court. 

But FVR did not take the trouble, and 
Contemplacion was sacrificed, a bloody blot 
on the Ramos administration. 

But there is one other big question mark in 
GMA's present trip. The Spanish government 
gave her an award for “preserving human 
rights in her country.” ^ 

‘What? Why on earth did they do that? [P 
they wanted to flatter her, they could have giv- 
en an award for some other thing, say as a 
teller of tall tales. But for human rights? Are 
the Spaniards incredibly stupid? Give a "hu- 
man rights award" to a President during whose 
administration more journalists and other 
zens have beén killed or disappeared than in 
the whole 20 years of Marcos’ martial law? 
Very few of the murderers have been arrested, 
prosecuted, or jailed. Marcos appears like a 
‘benevolent dictator compared to GMA. 

Filipinos cant even march to Mendiola 
without being bludgeoned by policemen and 
hosed by firemen. Journalists out to do their 
job of reporting an impending massacre at a 
five-star hotel are arrested, manacled and tak- 
en to a military camp. Top executives are pre- 
vented from testifying in investigations by the 
Senate. Suspects and detainees are taken out 
by policemen and shot down like animals and 
the police claim they were killed in shootouts. 
You call that a human rights record that the 
Spaniards should honor with an award? 


same president for 34 years—unless they and 
their compatriots do something about it. 

If the Sumilao farmers have done anything 
by their long march (it began way back in Oc: 
tober), itis only to drive home several things: 

One is that this country hasn't barged into 
the new millennium, it has crept back to the 
‘old one. The two scenes, the Morelos peasants 
and the Sumilao farmers, are nearly identical 
except that the one happened at the start of the 
20th century and the other at the start of the 
2ist. They are one century apart. The mind- 
boggling thing in fact is that we should be hav- 
ing these problems at this late date, showing 
how the “spectacular divide” between rich and 
poor, much of it owing to landlessness on the 
part of the many, which conscientious Filipinos 
agonized over in the Huk-ravaged 1950s, 
hasn't closed, it has widened. 

Two is to highlight even more the cruel 
irony of that ubiquitous TV ad that says, "ram- 
dam na ramdam na," to suggest that Filipinos 
have never had it better than today. Filipinos 
can now truly feel the change in their lives, but 
that is not in the direction of improvement. 
“We don't want food," a Sumilao marcher cried 
angrily at the relief goods that went their way, 
“we want land." It's an awkward way to put it 
of course, butit’s not hard to catch its meaning. 
We've heard it before in other ways: “We don't 
want fish, we want the means to catch fish.” 
"We don't want charity, we want justice." 

Idon’t know which one makes the ad more 
ironic, the march of the Sumilao farmers to 
nowhere or the slipping into oblivion of Mari- 
annet Amper Ramdam na ramdam па 
ang—gloria or Gloria? 

‘Three is to put the images of Trillanes’ and 
Lim's revolt and the Sumilao farmers’ march side 
by side, one an extra-constitutional and violent 
means of solving things and the other a perfectly 
legal and peaceable way of doing so; one an im- 
patient rush to change things and the other а pa- 
tient wait to do so. It is to do that and remember: 

‘Tortillas are made with com, not with pa- 
tience. - 
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PHNOM PENH—THE APPEARANCE OF THE 
first former Khmer Rouge leader before a special 
hybrid court established in Cambodia to bring 
that movements surviving leaders to justice pro- 
voked a question on which the tribunal's integrity 
will depend: Should an accused mass murderer 
be released from prison pending his trial? 

Kang бшек Eav, commonly known as "Duch," 
presided over the deaths of more than 14,000 
people at 5-21, a former Phnom Penh high school 
turned into a torture center. He is one of five se- 
nior Khmer Rouge leaders who will be made to 
answer for their roles during Pol Pot’s genocide, 
in which an estimated 1.7 million Cambodians 
perished, Until recently, Duch was the only one 
imprisoned, after being exposed in 1999. 

‘The court, with its improbable blend of Cam- 
bodian and foreign judges and attorneys as well 
as laws, is meant to be a model for judicial reform 
and independent justice-in a country where im- 
punity has long been the rule, The five red-robed 
judges who preside over the Extraordinary Cham- 
bers in the Courts of Cambodia (the tribunal's of- 
ficial name) are the final arbiters of Duch's deten- 
tion, but the question they are now considering 
belongs as much to the people of Cambodia as it 
does to the court: Should mass murderers be af- 
forded the same rights as everyone else? 

One of my aunts has a strong opinion on the 
matter. Khmer Rouge soldiers beat her father to 
death, and she remembers being shot at for sport 
by communist cadres as she and dozens of other 
peasants scuttled up a mountainside. She now 
lives one block from 5-21. “Human rights are for 
humans," she said emphatically when 1 asked her 
about Duch's case. “He is a monster." 

1 once believed that, too. When I first visited 
Duch's house of horrors in 1990, I was 15 and full 
of wonder about the country where | was bom 
but had never lived. My family escaped the 
Khmer Rouge on April 17, 1975, the day they 
claimed victory When my mother and I jour- 
neyed home to reunite with relatives who had 


WE HAVE MUCH TO BE GRATEFUL FOR, OF 
course, to the Emir of Kuwait and to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo for saving the life of Marilou 
Ranario. The Emir, Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al 
Sabah, for commuting Ranario's death sentence to 
life imprisonment, and the President for going out 
of her way and putting the prestige of her office on 
the line by meeting with him and personally ap- 
pealing on the Filipino domestic worker's behalf. 

‘But itis still only a partial victory, and consider- 
ing the resources put into the campaign to save Ra- 
nario, a most costly one, the full value of which we 
might still be paying for many years from now. 

While Ranario has been saved from execution, 
she still faces Ме imprisonment, even if the Emir 
has promised that once her employer’ family ac- 
cepts Ranario's apology and the "blood money 
he could cut her jail term further. But Ranario will 
not be coming home for some time yet, and to se- 
cure her freedom, our government has put the 
full weight of its prestige and reputation, not to 
mention its diplomatic leverage, on the line. 

The same report that carried news of the Emir's 
commutation said overseas workers now contribute 
$128 billion annually in remittances, about 10 per- 
cent of gross domestic product. Some even main- 
tain that it’s the money that OFWs send home that 
keeps the economy from teetering over the edge. 

‘OFWs are both the country's strength and its 

vulnerability While they keep our economy 
afloat, and lit their families here from the trap of 
poverty they have also shaped our foreign policy 
and made it vulnerable to the laws and policies of 
"host" countries. In many cases, as in Ranario's, 
ош leaders have also become beholden to their 
officials, subject to the benevolence of rulers like 
the Emir of Kuwait or criminals, like the Iraqi mil- 
itants who kidnapped Angelo de la Cruz. 
‘THIS is not the first time that the Philippines, 
either through the government itself or private 
donors, has paid "blood money" to the fami- 
lies of individuals who died at the hands of an 
overseas Filipino worker. 

The first case 1 remember is that of Sarah Bal- 
abagan who was convicted of stabbing her male 
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survived the genocide, 5-21 (also known as Tuol 
Sleng) was among our first stops. 

By then, the torture facility had been turned 
into a museum. I remember feeling claustropho- 
bic as I walked down its narrow halls and into 
classrooms turned into crude cellblocks. The air 
was stale but heavy with the stench of death in in- 
terrogation chambers, barren save for a single 
bed frame, shackles and a chair. Flecks of dried 
blood peeled up from the floor. 

‘This was a place where fingernails of countless 
victims were ripped out, where others were 
strung upside down and dunked in barrels of wa- 
ter, where many were brutalized with metal 
prongs and batons. This was a place of utter bro- 
kenness. This was Duch's place. 

Mostly, I remember the hundreds of black and 
white mug shots of prisoners and victims that 
covered every inch of the walls—a ghastly mon- 
tage of human suffering that haunts me to this 
day I couldn't help but think: this was some- 
body's daughter, somebody's son; this was some- 
body's mother or sister or brother. 

Back then, I thought: What monster could do 
such things? 

Now, that monster is sitting in a courtroom, look- 
ing scared and meek as prosecutors catalogued his 
alleged war crimes. Sitting in the packed auditori- 
um where snatches of Duchis face flash by on a 
movie screen, Tm struck by what I see: a face that 
belongs to someone. This alleged perpetrator of un- 
speakable misdeeds is, like his victims, someone's 
son, someone's brother, someone's father. 

‘This might have been only a fleeting thought 
had I not seen Duch's family members, who at- 
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employer (she claimed she did so in self-defense 
during an attempted rape) and was “ransomed” 
from her prison through a prominent business- 
man's donation. Upon her release and repatria- 
tion, she was brought around the country 
achieving the status of a folk heroine. A movie 
was even made about her plight, though its com- 
mercial release was delayed because of political 
and diplomatic considerations. Sarah even 
made a stab at show business herself. 

Government officials and even business 
leaders scrambled to save Sarah mainly be- 
cause they had learned from the painful exe- 
cution of Flor Contemplacion, who was 
hanged in Singapore on charges of killing her 
ward, despite the representations of the 
Philippine government and even the emer- 
gence of.a witness who told a contradictory 
story. Contemplacion’s death seemed to touch 
а nerve here, leading to widespread protests 
and the dismissal of some officials. 

‘And yet responses to such crises like that of 
Flor Contemplacion, Sarah Balabagan and now 
Marilou Ranario take on something of an ad hoc. 
nature. True, itis difficult to predict the way peo- 
ple subject to such tremendous loneliness, isola- 
tion and dislocation as our overseas workers 
would react to stresses. And thus it would be dif- 
ficult to prepare sufficiently for every exigency. 
But should every crisis be resolved only through 
direct intercession of the President? 

АМ ARTICLE in the Los Angeles Times describes 
current Philippine policy on overseas labor as a 
“vicious migration trap,” with some 11 million 
Filipinos overseas enduring "a life of lonely, risky 
sacrifice.” And yet, even if remittances keep the 
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“OUR SALVATION DEPENDS ON HOW WE 
treat the poor.” Thus declared Gaudencio Cardi- 
nal Rosales, addressing the crowd that gathered 
at the Ateneo de Manila University campus last 
‘Wednesday to welcome the Sumilao farmers. He 
was referring to Matthew 25, where Jesus makes 
itclear that on Judgment Day we will be held ac- 
countable for what we have done to the poor: 
“For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger 
and you gave me no welcome, naked and you 
gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and you 
did not care for me.... Amen, I say to you, what 
you did not do for one of these least ones, you 
did notdo forme. And these will go offto eternal 
punishment.” 

‘The Sumilao farmers have walked some 1,700 
kilometers from Bukidnon in search of their own 
salvation. They were beneficiaries of the Compre- 
hensive Agrarian Reform Program who were 
awarded their land titles in 1995. But the follow- 
ing year, the land titles were cancelled. By a 
sleight of hand which the cardinal called “magic, 
magic,” the owner of the land applied for land 
conversion, and then Executive Secretary Ruben 
Torres overturned the ruling of the Department of 
Agrarian Reform and the mandate of the agrarian 
reform law. 

When the Sumilao farmers went on hunger 
strike in 1997, President Fidel V. Ramos, like 
Solomon, offered a “win-win” solution, awarding 
100 hectares to the farmers and the remaining 44 
hectares for land-use conversion. But the 
Supreme Court found this invalid on technical 
grounds, saying that Torres’ order had become fi- 
nal and so the time to challenge it had lapsed. 

It has been 10 years since the Sumilao farmers 
went on strike, The landowner's promise of con- 
verting and developing the land into agro-indus- 
trial use, which became their libi to escape CARP 
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His pronouncement 
last Wednesday 
is a clarion call that 
in matters like 
the Sumilao case, 
he will not go silent, 
for, as he says, 
our very salvation 
depends on this 


and which Torres foolishly bought, has not mate- 
rialized, exposing it for what it was: a ploy to cir- 
cumvent the law. 

‘There is a new owner, San Miguel Corp., which 
is now rushing to build a piggery in the area. 
“Pinagpalit kami sa mga baboy (We were replaced 
by hogs),” says one Sumilao farmer. 

‘The farmers have appealed their case to the 
DAR, which seems to be taking its sweet time on 
their case. In the meantime, to dramatize their 
plight, the Sumilao farmers made their long 


tended the hearings. Hang Seav Heang, 28, de- 
seribed the defendant as a gentle man, & good fa 
ther. One of his sisters said he was a caring, protec- 
tive brother, and that she would always love him. 

Outside the courtroom and in the community, 
most of the Khmers 1talked to were, like my aunt, 
quick to categorize Duch as something other than 
human. Duch must have thought much the same 
thing about his victims when he ordered them to 
their deaths. When we start to see each other as 
Jess than human, we respond with inhuman acts. 

Jis dis narrow, blackcand wbite view of huk 
manity that has perpetuated a cycle of violence in 
Cambodia, where raging mobs beat to death rob- 
bery suspects and young mistresses suffer acid at- 
tacks by jealous wives. To say that Duch is a mon- 
ster who does not deserve rights ignores the gray 
area between good and evil, between man and 
monster, where anything is possible. 

This trial is about that gray area, about that 
place in us all where morality decays and evil 
takes root and grows, the way mold prevails giv- 
en the right conditions. Each of us carries this po- 
tential for rot. 

There is no dispute that Duch violated the 
rights of thousands of Khmers. But if the basic 

ise of these trials is to uphold human rights, 
then we are obliged to extend that same principle 
to Duch. What does it say to the country and the 
world if a court convened to mete out justice 
fouts the law? Isn't lawlessness the plague we are 
finally trying to eradicate in Cambodia? 

The judges have offered no indication when 
they will make a decision. And no one would 
blame them for taking their time to consider their 
options. This is, after all, the courts first test of 
faimess before the trials of Duch and four of Pol 
Pot's other henchmen begin next year. 

We all want justice, but that justice should not 
come at the cost of our humanity 

Project Syndicate/The Asia Society 


Putsata Reang isa fellow of The Asia Society. 


economy afloat, most observers concede that the 
policy of encouraging labor exports has not led to 
prosperity, despite more than 30 years’ and two 
generations experience. 

The same article concludes that indeed labor 
export has become а “formula for stagnation,” 
with government growing increasingly depen- 
dent on earnings from abroad while failing to 
make the necessary investments in education, 
health and job generation. 

‘Arecent study has found that government's ne- 
glect and spendthrift ways are mirrored by the 
families left behind by OFWs. Most of the money 
sent home, it was found, has gone to buy con- 
sumer goods, instead of being funneled into pro- 
ductive investments, including education. 


FORTUNATELY, there was another OFW story 
recently that shows how OFWs and the fami- 
lies they leave behind can maintain the ties 
that bind them and help society in the process. 

For every child or spouse feeling resentment 
at being sacrificed on the altar of prosperity, 
there is an OFW suffering from intense loneli- 
ness and perhaps resentment, too, at being 
seen as merely a meal ticket and supplier of 
imported goods. 

То this, says Corazon Atuel whose husband 
Eugenio works as a ship captain, the antidote 
is frequent communication and treating each 
other and their seven children as “friends.” 
The Atuels join two other families recognized 
as “Model OFW Family of the Year,” a belated 
nod to the role that the family plays in the suc- 
cess of an overseas worker. 

Perhaps we can extend the model of the At- 
uels and other families to the nation as a 
whole and to our migrant population. We need 
to keep our OFWs within the bosom of nation- 
al concerns, view them as an essential part of 
national life and stop treating them merely as 
sources of remittances. As family members 
and as a nation, we must send our loved ones 
abroad and invest their earnings wisely so that 
in the future there may no longer be any need 
for them to leave. 


voice 


march, perhaps to freedom and justice. “Hindi da- 
pat kami naglalakad, dapat nagtatanim lang kami 
ng makakain ng bansa (We shouldn't be walking 
but planting to feed the nation),” says another 
Sumilao farmer. 

Cardinal Rosales was at the gates of the Ate- 
neo to welcome them on a short stopover. Upon 
seeing him, a woman farmer ran toward their 
former pastor and melted in his arms, “Bish- 
ор!” 

During their long march, critics have tried to 
discredit the identity of the farmers, saying they 
were puppets of some activist groups. But the car- 
dinal, who was bishop of Bukidnon for 11 years 
before being transferred to Lipa City and then 
Manila, had this to say to these critics: "I know 
them. Iwas their pastor" Would anyone want to 
make a liar of the cardinal? 

“Tilt the law in favor of the poor," said the car- 
dinal. Reading from his letter to President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, which he asked the farmers to 
personally give to her, he said that he didn't 
‘want to get into the details of their case with the 
President, except to say that he knew the farm- 
ers and that there is one thing that he is certain 
of: in this country the rich are always favored 
over the poor. He ended his homily with an ap- 
peal: "Give back the land to the Sumilao farm- 
ers!’ 

Cardinal Rosales has so far stayed clear of poli- 
tics. He has been criticized for doing so. But the 
mind of the cardinal is clear when it comes to the 
poor. His Pondo ng Pinoy, a financing scheme for 
social projects, demonstrates his love for the 
poor. His pronouncement last Wednesday is а 
clarion call that in matters like the Sumilao case, 
he will not gosilent, for, ashe says, our very salva- 
tion depends on this. 

‘The Prince of the Church has spoken, Will the 
President of the Republic heed his voice? 


‘THIS YEAR ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY, I WAS REFLECTING, 

and wondering if in recent years we have retrogressed with 

respect to our human rights situation, what with the assassi- 

nations and disappearances of leftists. There are many other 

disturbing signs of our neglect of human rights, from the 

plight of the Sumilao farmers to the growing numbers of 

street children sent out to beg in the name of Christmas. 
‘There is no lack of 

reminders about hu- 

man rights in the 

media. In schools, 

students are made to 

memorize all kinds 

of lists of human 


ights, the x 
versal Declaration, 


as well as more specific formulations, such as the rights of 
children. All of which is well and good, but I also think we 
need to talk about the origins of these concepts of human 
rights, and the many struggles that allow us to enjoy those 
rights. Even more importantly, we have to understand not 
only what those struggles stood for, but also what it fought 
against. 
Western liberalism 

Its especially important that we understand how these 
human rights were crafted in the context of Western liberal- 
ism, and I'm using those terms with great respect and admi- 
ration, in contrast to current prevailing sentiments that see 
both “Western” and “liberalism” as the enemies. 

Liberalism is a philosophy, a way of life, that builds on 
the rights of the individual. The very term builds on the 
concept of freedom, the Latin “liber” meaning “free,” as in 
not being a slave. Liberalism took many centuries to build, 
its foundations dating back to the Greek philosophers. As а 
political philosophy, liberalism bloomed full force in the 
18% century with the triumph of the American and French 
revolutions. 

The ideas of liberalism did not come out of armchair phi- 
losophizing. The philosophers themselves were reacting to 
the society around them, and in the context of Europe, these 
thinkers were caught in the maelstroms of a dying feudal an- 
cient regime. They opposed monarchies and the idea of 
rulers invoking “divine right.” No, liberals said, if one rules, 
itis not because God wants you to but because of a mandate 
from people. The liberal democracies that evolved out of this 
kind of thinking were to emphasize the right of the individu- 
alto choose who will govern, and the accountability of those 
‘who are elected into office. 

Liberals are not necessarily anti-religion, but their history 
is marked by a questioning of the authority of religions, espe- 
cially that of the Catholic Church, because its clergy were of- 
ien so closely associated with the feudal lords and the рага- 
sitic aristocracy. It is said that the French philosopher 
Voltaire wished at his deathbed that the last king be stran- 
gled with the guts ofthe last priest. 

Liberal democracy, being liberal, is less drastic with its 
safeguards against religious excess, emphasizing the sepa 
tion of church and state. Today, itis this separation that is 
coming under severe threat from those who would restore 
theocracies. Don't just think of al-Qaida here. CNN recently 
had an excellent three-part documentary on "God's war- 
riors” of every stripe Muslims, Jews, Christians—who dis- 
tort scriptures to dismiss human rights, arguing that these 
are “human” fabrications, in contrast to their own God-given 
“natural” laws. 

Liberals are secular and therefore make no claims to per- 
fection. They recognize that laws are indeed human that 
need to change with the times. They also see how laws, 
statutes, international agreements and treaties can become 
powerful instruments for advancing public good. The codifi- 
cation of human rights into a Universal Declaration in 1948 
was an example of the power of liberal ideas. 

Liberalism continues to evolve today. There are economic 
liberals, whose emphasis is on the freedom of the individual 
from state interference. Some of the American variations on 
this economic liberalism have become, ina sense, new forms 
of secular fundamentalism with its dogmatic phobia of state 
involvement. I worry that economic liberalism, in a country 
where feudalism remains powerful, becomes a way of excus- 
ing government from assuming many of its social responsi- 
bilities. 

In Europe, liberalism evolved with a stronger sense of so- 
cial responsibilities. “Social liberals” emphasize the rights 
ofthe individual but also recognize the state's role in help- 
ing to ensure those rights by providing quality social ser- 
vices, especially around education and health. Social liber- 
als believe capitalism thrives best in a fair and level field, 
where people have equal opportunities. Social liberals, best 
exemplified by the Indian economist-thinker Amartya Sen, 
see human rights and economic development going hand in 
hand. 

Fear of freedom 

We need to be bolder in speaking not just about human 
rights but about the liberal tradition, Liberals have a tough 
time in the Philippines, with conservatives depicting liber- 
als as "radicals" and radicals seeing liberals as "conserva- 
tives.” 

Often, the fear of liberalism, and liberal democracy, is a 
fear of freedom. Accustomed to the false security of au- 
thoritarian relationships, we are afraid of what liberalism 
might unleash in terms of rights. We forget that over the 
last two centuries, we have benefited from those “ab- 
stract” concepts called rights, and that it was liberalism 
that parented those rights. Even as a Spanish colony, the 
Philippines benefited from liberalism gaining a foothold 
in Spain, which led to some liberal Spanish governors- 
general in the Philippines. Our 19th-century heroes, from 
Rizal to Bonifacio, were also inspired by the ideals of Eu- 
ropean liberalism. 

Оп а more personal level, we forget that independent 
thinking in schools and in homes, even being able to marry 
for love, is a fairly recent development in human history, and 
‘which came about with liberalism. In the not too distant 
past, the clan's elders decided whom one should marry, the. 
furure spouse chosen for economic and political reasons 
rather than this nonsensical thing called love. Liberalism cre- 
ated the space for individuals to think, and love, for them- 
selves, 

Liberalism, while Western in its origins, converges with 
many traditions and values in non-Western societies. We 
certainly had our sense of "libertas" —our precolonial so- 
cial system had the alipin, not quite slaves but people 
bonded by debt and who could still work their way toward 
freedom, toward becoming timawa or free men and wom- 
en with specific rights. There is much yet to learn from the 
West and from our own past, and as we uncover the many 
instances in history where those values converged, we 
might come to better appreciate rights and their vital lib- 
eral foundations. 
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Sermons against corruption 


1 BELIEVE THAT THE BISHOPS HAVE 
not done enough in attending to the 
morals of their flock, In the matter of ilie- 
gal gambling, for example, I have never 
heard any one of them or their priests 
preaching to the faithful that engaging in 
illegal gambling is, in fact, engaging in 
the devils work. 

‘The same thing goes with bribery and 
extortion because these are works of evil 
as well. The problem is that the bishops 
sometimes even condone the poor’s par- 
ticipation in illegal gambling, bribery, ex- 
tortion and even stealing—after all, they 
are poor and deprived. To the middle 


class, the bishops do not preach the abso- 
lutes of honesty and integrity. Instead, the 
flock learn how to compromise because 
everybody else is supposed to be corrupt. 
Thave never heard a sermon about the 
hard-line view that the buck stops with 
"me," the individual. It is we, the individ- 
ual citizens, who can squeeze corruption 
out of our system if only we refuse to give 
a bribe or to submit to petty and large- 
scale extortion. The problem is that our 
religious leaders have not emphasized 
enough to us that righteousness and erad- 
‘cating corruption have also a “price.” At 
times, this means falling in line in a gov- 
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ernment office; tW. 
or waiting for the T 
light to tum green before 
moving on; or losing a bid because you 
didn’t bribe the officials who mattered. 
Our people have to hear from the 
moral leaders, in very strong words that. 
government corruption is evil; yes, that 
souls go to hell because of bribery, extor- 
tion and corruption. Anything short of 
those words will not do us any good be- 
cause our people will not realize the ur- 
gency and gravity of the situation. 
—GUs costo, 
guscosioG yahoo.com 


‘True appreciation of sea life cannot happen in shopping malls 


WHAT'S MISSING FROM ALL THE 
hoopla about the opening of the Manila 
Ocean Park is the ethical question of re- 
moving 300 marine animals from their 
ocean homes and confining them to 
tanks for the rest of their lives. Shoppers 
may be momentarily distracted by these. 
amazing fish and marine mammals, but 
the animals are paying with their free- 


dom to satisfy our curiosity. 

A true understanding and appreciation 
of sea life cannot come from looking at 
bored animals trapped in artificial enclo- 
sures. Officials brag about providing 
12,000 cubic meters of habitat, but this is 
a tiny amount of space compared to the 
billions of cubic meters of ocean where 
these animals belong 


People will go to the new complex to 

shop and eat; no one will leave with a 

newfound respect for sea life. Open the 
gates, and let the animals go back home. 

—JENNILYN TAGASA, 

campaign coordinator, 

People for the Ethical Treatment of 

Animals-Asia-Pacific, 

JennilynTGPETAAsiaPacific.com 
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Complaint remained unacted upon by BFAD 


1 GOULD HARDLY BELIEVE THAT BU- 
reaucratic red tape and complacency still 
exist in government offices When it comes 
to complaints from ordinary citizens. 
Note that yearly awards are given by the 
Civil Service Commission to officials and 
employees for supposedly outstanding 
performance. We wonder if the selection 
process of outstanding government offi 
cials and employees satisfies the criteria 
set for the purpose, considering that some 
awardees had pending cases and could 
have been party to the defrauding of gov- 
ernment. 

‘Acting on my Jan. 25, 2007 letter-com- 
plaint against a milk manufacturing com- 
pany, Prof. Leticia Barbara В. Gutierrez, 
director of the Bureau of Food and Drugs, 
in her Feb. 26, 2007 first endorsement, in- 
structed Director Nestor Е Santiago Jr. of 
the Center for Health Development 5, 
Legazpi City to investigate my complaint. 
Instead, he created a team of three wom- 
en employees whom he directed to see me 
‘on April 26, 2007. But Evangelina T. Loza- 
da, head of the team, merely asked me if I 
wanted a dialogue with the milk manu- 


facturer, an offer which I rejected, 

However, I reiterated my request that 
an investigation be conducted on the 
quality control system of the milk manu- 
facturer in connection with my com- 
plaints. 

Seven months thereafter, and almost a 
year since 1 called the attention of the 
company (through letters, the first, on 
Nov. 10, 2006; and the second, on Dec. 
27, 2006) after finding celluloid and dirt. 
inside its canned milk products, nothing 
has been heard from them and no copy of 
the results of the investigation has been 
given tome. 

The director for corporate affairs, San- 
tiago A. Polido, in his letter of Nov. 21, 
2006, said he referred my letter-com- 
plaint to the company's vice president for 
operations at its San Pedro (Laguna) 
plant, for investigation. Did my complaint 
die a natural death? Or is the government. 
afraid to investigate the corporation? 

—GODOFREDO О, PETEZA SR., 
JPRizal Street, 
Barangay Camambugan, 


Daet, Camarines Norte 4600 


Blind to reigning anarchy 


TO QUOTE FLORENCIO A. DE LOYOLA, “THE 
demand for the resignation of President Ar- 
royo at this time is a call for uncertainty, ambi- 
guity, anarchy and mob rule; a call for the dis- 
continuation of the good things achieved in 
the fields of economy and international 
тасу” (Ingumen, 11/23/07) 

Thats a mouthful of s—t, whether in Ger- 
many or even in Oklahoma, Uncertainty 
was—as in the calculated “constructive resig- 
nation"—concocted by Jaime Cardinal Sin and 
by then Chief Justice Hilario Davide, et al. 
when they unseated the legitimately elected 
President Joseph Estrada to anoint Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Surety is worse than the "Marcosian style" 
rule of the illegitimate Palace occupant. Mar- 
cos, at least, was twice elected by the people. 
Surety is the anarchy under this regime that. 
implements selectively the laws under circum. 
stances of inconvenient truth. 

‘And what good things have been achieved 
in the field of economy that (1) Adds to the 
ranks of the poor the overseas Filipino work- 
ers who see the value of their dollars reduced 
by almost 20 percent—from $1:P50 to 
$1:P42, during periods of rising prices? (2) 
Enlarges the gap between the have's and the 
have-not's? And what good things have been 
achieved in international diplomacy where 
the Philippines is globally perceived (1) To be 
in flagrant violation of human rights? (2) To 
be tops among the most corrupt nations in 
Asia and around the world? 

If those demanding the resignation are 
called myopic, then, those who cannot see the 
present anarchy are either blind or numb or in 
a coma or ina vegetative state. 

—AURORA RIEL, 
aurora_riel@yahoo.com 


‘Rape analogy’ in bad taste 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO А.М. TAYO'S LET- 
ter, which appeared in the Nov. 20 issue of the. 
Inquinen. Tayo may know something about 
Conrado de Quiros’ writing but he knows little 
about rape. 

‘Tayo wrote in part, “the better to fully savor 
the pleasure of being raped.” There is no plea- 
sure in being raped. Rape is always a crime, 
whether or not it is treated as such by a legal 
system. Tayo simply leaned on an ancient un- 
truth that is commonly held in that part of 
Philippine culture, or any culture, which dei- 
fies “machismo.” Many men here are very ca- 
sual about the rape of women, so much so that 
women, too, are conditioned to downplay its 
horror. 

Rape is done by men who are threatened by 
women. The criminal rapes a woman to feel 
power and control over а woman. A rapist 
doesn’t necessarily rape the woman who 
threatens him. A rapist accosts a woman who 
he trusts cannot physically fend him off. Rape 
is always a cowardly crime, 

А woman being raped is like а man béing 
forcibly sodomized. Has Tayo ever heard of a 
man who “savors the pleasure of being” 
forcibly sodomized? 
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—EUGÉNIE DE ROSIER, 
a US citizen in Luzon, 
Iba, Zambales 


Monsod's ‘return’ hailed 


‘THIS IS IN REACTION TO SOLITA MONSOD'S 
column titled "The harshest criticism against 
GSIS.” (IxQumzs, 11/9/07) For a while 1 
thought we've lost the ember keeping alive our 
crusade against Winston Garcia. After the re- 
port came out regarding the meeting Garcia 
had with Inquinex columnists, there was a 
deafening silence on GSIS issues. (To be fair 
with Monsod, we would like to clarify that the 
meeting was held on Aug. 30, 2007. Rowena 
Therese Gracia must have missed Monsod's Sept. 
1column.—Ed.) 

Asa dismissed employee with an experience 
of three years (and still counting) of non-stop. 
struggle against his oppressive policies and ad- 
ministration, the abrupt silence after a dia- 
logue with Garcia was a very familiar "refrain" 
we have "heard more than many times.” And 
each time we do, it feels like death. 

T mean no ill feelings to the professor. Аз a 
matter of fact, I wish to thank her for taking a 
share of our burden in the government service. 
‘Truly, her courage and tireless efforts are ad- 
mirable. Other writers should leam from her a 
lesson or two about fearless journalism. 

—ROWENA THERESE GRACIA, 
rtbg7G yahoo.com 
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Drafts of pact with MILF prepared 


COTABATO CITY—GOV- 


emment and Moro Is- | SCTEx toll 


lamic Liberation Front 


(MILE) negotiators have ; Seen to start 
already drafted a final 


peace agreement that Я j E TE at P2.49/km 


could be signed next CLARKFREEPORT—MOTORISTS 
year, a source privy to the will likely pay at least P2.49 per 
- ў | Kilometer for using the 94m 
S talks told the Iv. E се Н сы ауре 
$ when it opens in March 2008, an 

The source, who requested official of the Bases Conversion De- 
anonymity for lack of clearance E ‘velopment Authority (BCDA) said. 
to talk on the subject, yesterday 1 2 = ee 
said the draft could be finalized к * said the amount 
after the negotiating panels + had to be finalized as ће BCDA 
meet for the last round of the ре те. SU negotiations 

exploratory talks in Kuala 1 withthe latory Board. 

Re în Febr чагу. $ Robert Gervacio, SCTEx pro- 
gram manager for operational 

Gadhafi son i Я support, said the P2.49-per 

The drafting of the pact kilometer rate was among the 
could be a sign that the two figures that came up during the 
sides were a step away from > computation. 
entering into an agreement. Е “That rate is likely because we 
Another was the expected ar- have considered all factors. like 
rival of the son of Libyan lead- З traffic volume, extent of road and 
er Moammar Gadhafi to help the loan’s repayment commit- 
unify the MILF and its rival ment. Then also, the Subic-Clark 
group, the Moro National Lib- route is а missionary route in the 
eration Front. meantime because of ic 

According to the source, the expected there,” Gervacio said. 
draft agreement provides for cis 
the aranka of the Аш Flagship project — 
tonomous Region in Muslim BCDA officials briefed re- 
Mindanao to cover Muslim- porters on Monday on the sta- 
dominated villages in Central tus of the SCTEx, a national 
and Western Mindanao. Misr : " c " i TENA flagship project of the Arroyo 

eremi be passed to re- | AWater fountain in the middle of Burnham Lake in Baguio City provides another attraction for Baguio vistos рта 
peal Republic Acts 6734 and The government obtained a 
9054 that would result in the dis- d . d f ik воз06 Шоо loan fom бе 

f the exi L lapan Bark for International Co- 
sew Panay drivers ready for transport Strike — zc 
in 1989 and RA 9054 expanded four-lane road linking the Subic 
its coverage from four to 14 By Nestor P Burgos Jr. their routes starting midnight tions would join the strike. tion Law, which they blamed for Вау Freeport, Clark Freeport and 
provinces in 2001. ВА 9054 was Inquirer Visayas Wednesday until midnight Friday Transport associations plying the continued increase of oil the Luisita Industrial Park. ^71 
rejected in a plebiscite. while transport groups in Capiz routes between the city and prices. They also called for the The BCDA, the project propo? 

The new region would be ШОШО CITY—TRANSPORT will hold their one-day strike towns of Iloilo will also join the removal of the value-added tax nent, put in P4 billion as counter- 
called the Bangsamoro Juridi- groups in three provinces on starting midnight Thursday. protest action. levied on petroleum products. part to buy lands for the road and. 
cal Entity (BJE). Its creation Panay Island seek to paralyze Edgar Salarda, president of ^ Salarda said public utility oilo City Mayor Jerry Trefias (0 cover project management eX" 
would be subject to a plebiscite public transport for two days the Pinag-isang Samahan ng jeeps, vans and tricycles would belittled the strike, saying he penses, contingencies, taxes and 
in 623 Muslim villages outside starting Wednesday to drama- mga Tsuper at Operator Nation- stop plying their routes inthe is- did not expect public transport duties, according to a report. 
of the current ARMM. tize their protest against repeat- wide (Piston-lloilo), said 22 land-province of Guimaras. in the city to be crippled be- Bidding for a permanent toll 

ed oil price increases. jeepney operators and drivers’ — Thetransportgroupsarecall cause some transport groups manager and operator will be 
2 drafts Jeepney and tricyle drivers in associations under the lloilo ing for the repeal of Republic announced that they will not done before the middle of next 

Prof. Abhoud Syed Lingga, Пойо and Aklan will stop plying City Alliance of Drivers Associa- Act 8479, or the Oil Deregula- join the protest action. g р TN 
executive director of the Insti- r фе first six months, the 
tute for Bangsamoro Studies, f fot vena of Pint I Philippine 
confirmed the existence of the r, М da b joldings Corp., Egis Road Opera- 
эты ве аа Groups point at GMA for Mindanao abuses ата 
there were two drafts, not one. ‘orp. will operate the toll way. 

Eid Kabalu, MILF's civil-mili- СОТАВАТО CITY—TWO MORO = The BCDA selected the ven- 
tary affairs chief, confirmed militant groups yesterday said ture after two biddings failed as 
Lingga’s statement but declined there was no need to look far to proposals surpassed the agen- 
to reveal the contents of the see the human rights violations суз ceiling. 

MILF draft. committed by the Arroyo ad- 

“We have the draft but! can’t. ministration. ~ Demand dropped 
tell it to you so as not to pre- In a statement, Suara Eduardo Lena, SCTEx program 
emptthetalks, it'sonlybetween Bangsamoro and Камар said manager for engineering and con- 
the panels,” Kabalu said. the situation in Basilan and Sulu, |, struction, said the Japanese con- 

Jesus Dureza, presidential 819 other pars of the Au- tractor of the Subic-Clark segment 
adviser on the peace process, 1201011005 Region in Muslim Min- had stopped demanding the P500 
5 d danao (ARMM), were enough еж" 

ied the existence of any 
draft evidence of how the righes of йе This happened after the 457- 
куры. ‘Moro people were being violated ea 

He said both panels are not bythe government. day extension to the Hazama-Tai- 
yetdonewith the issue ofances- The two Moro human tights sei-Nippon Steel (HTN) Joint Ven- 
tral domain. groups said the police and the се a comer of Ce 

Mohagher Iqbal, MILF chief military target Moro communi- алас segment, was uimmed vo 
negotiator, also denied the ехі безіп their antiterror campaign. 140 days. It was supposed to fin- 
tence of any draft peace agree- And in every operation, Mo- ish that section in August. 
ment. тоз are tagged as terror or bomb “Using their submitted data, 

“How come? Wearenoteven suspects, they said. 4 Y their extension time was only 140 
done with the ancestral do- ‘They also pointed to warrant- e «is days,” Lena said. He said payment. 
main,” he said. less arrests, abductions, torture PROTESTORS use an image of President Macapagal-Arroyo to show their anger over her was due to HTN. 

Seif elislam Gadhafi, the  3ndattacksonciviliamhomesby administration's alleged human rights violations in а Quezon City rally. Ranum “Irs a legitimate claim of HTN. 
president of the Gadhafi Inter- 516 agents, which resulted in К It has to be paid by the BCDA in. 
Pentel Foundetion fe Chary Tiassiveevacuationofresdents. added that it already submited Cotabato were also violated groups of Khaid Abun and На support ofthe requirements set by 
Е IL Sane oie ‘Kawagib said from January to а report to the United Nations when they were displaced by bier Malik of the Moro National the consultants," he said. 

к а ta Y November this year, the Arroyo Human Rights Commission. military operations. Liberation Front.” HIN, he said, agreed to recover 
ог meetings with the MILE administration has commited Ва АЙ Indayla, Suara ^ Indaylasaid the hardesthitby She said at least 58,500 vil- only “overhead contingency and 
MNLF and President Macapagal- 21 cases of human rights viola- Bangsamoro national secretary the government’ policy of milita- lagers were displaced in the op- У р Othe Conk 
Arroyo. Nash Maulana andJe- tions in the ARMM and some general, said the rights of over rization was Sulu when govem- eration and theirrights to peace- © к ын Kosh, CN with 
offrey Maitem, Inquirer Min- ^ parts of Central Mindanao. 75.000 Moro civilians in Basilan, ment troops staged “indiscrimi- fulexistence violated. Charlie De immediately confirmed wit 
danao with reports from Tarra ` It did not give specifics but Sulu and in Midsayap, North nate aerial bombings against the Зелазе, Inquirer Mindanao HIN officials, Tonette Orejas, In- 
Quismundo and AP " quirer Central Luzon 


Gov't deficit seen behind E. Visayas poor growth 


TACLOBAN CITY—EASTERN deficit of the national govem- The unexpected mainte- “But this year we already re- He said the updated regional initiatives that came out in 
Visayas has failed to reach its ment in 2005-2007, resulting in nance shutdown of the Philip covered," Gosoco said. development plan, which was 2005, in 2006 and this year,” 
6.9-percent growth target for slowgovernmentspending.” ріпе Associated Smelting and 5 approved by the Regional De- Gosoco said. 
2005 to 2007, а National Eco- s Amalgamated Refinery (Pasar) Revised figures velopment Council early this Тһе government has prided 
nomic and Development Au- Low spending plant in Isabel, Leyte in late Economic and development month, would focus оп sustain- itself with growth rates of more 
thority (Neda) official said. He said government spend- 2005 also had an adverse effect planners in Eastern Visayas had able productivity and competi- than 6 percent in recent 
“It may be sad to note that ing accounts for much of the re- on the growth of the industry revised the regional develop- tiveness in the agriculture and months, but critics of President 
while we wanted a 6.9-percent gion's gross regional domestic sector that year, he said. ment plan and lowered their industrial sectors. Macapagal-Arroyo pointed to 
growth rate in the first three product (СЕРР) Созосо said the industry sec- growth target to 6.6 регсепсіп бовосо said the RDC had re- the growing debt of her admin- 
years (2005-2007), what we Low government spending tor registered fluctuating 2010. vised the regional development istration as proof of her failure 
‘only achieved was 4.4 (рег. has led to a decline in the growth rates in the past three — Gosoco said the region plan, mainly to include projects to manage the economy well. 
cent" said Neda regional di- growth rate “when we were years, from a “7.3 percent missed its previous goal be- that were not in the develop- Revenue targets also have 
rector Buenaventura Gosoco Jr. hoping that it would be an in- growth in 2004 to almost zero cause of unavoidable circum- ment plan for 2005-2007. not been met by the customs 
‘Gosoco attributed the region's crease in those years,” Gosoco growth in 2005 and 6.6 percent stances, adding that the target “Тһе revision was necessary and intemal revenue bureaus. 
low growth rate to the “budget said. in 2006." for 2008-2010 is doable. because there were many new Меп Labro, Inquirer Visayas 
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Hail to Pampanga’s ‘duman’ makers 


By Tonette Orejas “Siuala (The Voice)." and color produced decades 
Sta. Rita, Pampanga “Let us be inspired by our du- ago are preserved, 
man makers. Lets live by hard “The duman that you eat now 
EST WAS NOT FOR 72-YEAR-OLD VERONICA Work and work together to bring what ош elders made many 
А А ogress to our families and com- years ago,” she said, stressing 
Rs on the night of Dec. 1. As the minutes unides” Panlilio, a Catholic the privilege of younger genera: 
ticked by, her wrinkled hands scooped “du- priest, saidduringthe concert. — tions in enjoying this gift of a 
man" into a wooden square box ("saluk"), an heir- ,, 36 living tradition. 
loom аз old as hers. Living tradition Many Kapampangans abroad 
The duman makers have sus- have not outgrown the duman, 
But Apong Boning, as Salazar ferent Salazar and her diminish- tained the tradition that Mt. ordering this year-round from 
is called in Sta. Rita, Pampanga, ing breed of magduruman (du- Pinatubo's eruptions in 1991 and their relatives back home, 
would not be rushed even as тал makers) in Sta. Rita show- the series of lahar attacks threat- Salazar sald. 
buyers queued. cased and sold the delicacy amid ened to wipe out then, Sixteen Тһе festival has been staged 
Gently, she poured the green, а musical concert by the ArtiSta. years after that disaster, farmers annually since 2001, done for 
sweet and crispy cereal in a flat Rita anda fairofnativefood. сопіпце to grow the glutinous free by the ArtiSta. Rita Founda- 
sheet of aluminum foil until she Itis for all ofthese gritty rural rice in lands revived by hard toil. — tion Inc. and its ensemble of 50 
got ће measurement right. The folk and all the cultural values Amyam—amihan to the Taga- young and old musical artists to 
pitted grains went by the saluk that go with their making ofthe log or northeast monsoon sea- Бе able to express “pride of place 
(one-fourth ofa kilogram) orby duman that the 6th Duman Fes- son to climate watchers—sig- and people, said Andy Alviz, 
the pati (kilogram), tival is held, said Recy Pineda, nalsthestartofduman making. the foundation's artistic director. 
She wrapped the duman even that night's host. Cold nights see the men and The lively song “Duman,” com- 
more gently, dishing a wide, un- The event's organizer, ArtiSta. women gather at the sulip (space posed and arranged by Pineda, 
pretentious smile as she handed Rita Foundation Inc., made sure below the house) or backyards of hails the town’s duman makers. 
the native delicacy to one buyei. that the facade of the centuries- duman makers to contribute their The group had been con- 
Intheun-hurriednessofitall, old Sta, Rita de Casia parish labor to the cooking of the town's ferred the Gawad Alab ng 
she gave out an advice. "You church shimmered with Christ. specialty. In teams of four they Haraya Award by the National 
can stock that in your refrigera- mas lights this time around. take tums pounding the grains by Commission for Culture and the 
tor for weeks. Duman tastes “This is our tribute to our farm- their wooden mortars and pestles. Arts early this year for reviving 
good in milk or cocoa,” she told ers who, in making the duman, In this tedious, 12-hour pro- Kapampangan folk songs and 
the woman, who confessed that continue to practice hard work duction process, it is said that creating new compositions. 
American | fare—hamburgers and cooperation, virtues that de- romance blooms, quarrels are — In May 2008, the group will 
and fries—commonly made up fine ourpeople and givelifetoour patched up, peace is main- perform for Kapampangan 
for her snacks. communities and town,” Pineda tained, and cooperation is communities in four cities in the 
By 10 p.m., Salazar's special- told some 5,000 people who strengthened amongruralfolk. United States. 
ty was almost sold out, Her igu crammed the church grounds. Salazar swore that up tonow, “"Тһеге so much to be proud 
4 (bamboo basket), filled to the Соу, Eddie Panlilio joined по опе resorts to “shortcuts” in about in local culture. Our du- 
VERONICA Salazar, 72, one of the pioneer “duman” makers in Sta. — lid three hours ago, was now the tribute, the first Pampanga the making of the duman. The man makers, for one, teach us 
Rita, Pampanga, ensures that the native delicacy will be enjoyed by goodenoughforonlyapati. chief executive to do so. For old way ofcookingitis retained good values that help us survive 
generations to come, томтттонуз Нег milieu that night was dif- the duman makers, he sang so that the same taste, texture the modern world,” Alviz said. 


Igorot priest now leads 
nat’l church council 


By Maurice Malanes 


=> Shoot, Travel and Fly “шеш Бае 


who is the first indigenous person to be elected gen- 

eral secretary of a national organization of mainline 
Protestant churches, pushes for the integration of indige- 
nous culture into Christian values and ethics. 


“Iwill definitely strengthen the It grabbed the headlines in 
program on indigenous peoples, March when it released a hu- 
"35x Optical Zoom with КЕ | "зех Optical Zoom with "35x Optical Zoom with not because I am indigenous per- man rights report and formed a 
foo Doa Seo + {0008 Data toon . Бестопіс maga Stabilizer қоп myself, but because the delegation called the "Ecumeni- 
} тава LOD a po вает LED churches can also leam alot from cal Voice” to air the issue of ex- 
ERA! а indigenous peoples’ sense of jus- trajudicial killings of activists, 
ў 5 955) 5 tice, community and stewardship church workers and journalists, 
ney of creation,” said Rev. Fr Rex and other human rights viola- 
Reyes Jr, 48, a native of Sagada, tions in the international arena. 
Free: tripod, DV bag, 1 miniDV tape, and 1 Cebu Pacific Ме Province, and the new gener. — These efforts culminated in 
round trip ticket to top travel destinations. al secretary of the National Coun- an unprecedented US Senate 
cil of Churches in the Philippines. hearing called by Sen. Barbara 

ү yas REQUE Ir i Formed in 1963, the NCCP Boxer to look into the issue. 

пас 
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Ct ~ groups 10 churches, which are Asa result, the American gov- 
uris as x committed to unity and service, ernment pledged that it would 
human rights and social justice: review its military aid to the 
DO Ss ront Q PED, nosse "siu zoon win Apostolic Catholic Church (which Philippines because the aid, as 
есте image Sablzer столе mage Stabiizer столе Imago Sabizer is different from the Roman human rights advocates say 
аа" К iaa T ЕСИ Catholic Church), Convention of might be used to help perpe- 
Wesen Moda, | T j! „ Widescreen Mode, Philippine Baptist Churches, Epis- trate extrajudicial killings and 

ем A copal Church in the Philippines, other human rights violations. 
Iglesia Evangelica Metodista en Оп Nov. 16, the National 
las Islas Filipinas, Iglesia Filipina Christian Council of Churches in 
i lie lesia Unida the USA and the Church World 

Free: tripod, DV bag, 1 DVDR-DL, and up to 2 Cebu Pacific round trip tickets eee ея не 
ir , a presented an award of 
to top travel destinations. DC230 also comes with 1 512 mB miniSD card. que cube ane tue 
DC50 Army, United Church of Christ in "outstanding work in the areas 
Free: tripod, DV bag, 1 DVDR-DL, 1 512 mB miniSD. DEC и Pange 4 A Ley an and United is human eae i тя 
^d trip ti A Stabilizer fethodist Chur uman rights advoca 
ee Bu eoto tome p telis eoo Т : а “As Christians, we have toaffim Philippines.” It was the first time 
дит all that is good in the culture of our the award was given го a group 
ype cies nt e ^ о indigenous communities,” Reyes outside the United States. 

Эя 20x1080 г Уу M = у Sfi X said, “We can affirm, for example, Reyes vowed to continue and 
Не ЛЫ сит К! 4 А A Э; the strong sense of community strengthen the work of his pre- 
|а сагча x : = and culture of sharing of indige- decessor. But he said he would 
7 HR10 AVCHD DVD nous peoples as our safeguard also integrate a ministry and 
"f a * [OX Opa zoom wit Super Range * 10x Орка zoom win Super Range against the individualist and con- program seeking to “give voice" 
\ + 286 = E г ра таре портре ерш Sumeris values being pushed by to some 15 million indigenous 


Ња ФОМ Sensori capitalist globalization.” peoples in the country. 
+ Chromatic quaty recording with 24р + Crema quay recording wih 24p. Е aa 


NET ee Г А Мете Grabbing headlines to be deprived of their lands 

Reyes, a priest from the Epis- апа resources, he said, because 

copal Church in the Philippines of the onslaught of big local and 

(ECP) assigned as rector of the transnational companies, such 

HG10 AVCHD HDD Fairview Episcopal Resurrec- as those involved in large-scale 

* Spied image sabe P Dae + * 10x Optical zoom with Super, tion Church in Quezon City, is mining and plantation farms, 

* 298 Megapol [1920x1080 Te Full P + 36 Megapixel 1820x1080 the program secretary of the and of big government develop- 

E e DAC oo Senso NCCP's Christian Unity and Ec- ment projects, such as dams. 

Eu (тату АЙР сту ВОВ Bayer Fiter Placement umenical Relations program. He said he would help push the 

: à d \ He is the 7th general secretary resumption of peace alls between 

of the 44-year-old NCCE the goverment and the commu- 

Reyes said he would sustain  nistled National Democratic Front 

the imaginative and innovative and between the government and 

To aval of the free ticket fare, call Lakbay.Net at (02) 635-1892, (02) 635-4212 or (02) 635-9664. а а 

Purchaso a participating Canon PhotoDV camcorder and get a tro roundtrip Cebu Paclio ticket to 1 of 10 dostinations. Sad wall ба NCCPY To do this, he sald. he Would 

[эзчү че drerit ee endi commitment to the pursuit of collaborate with other religious 

тл RE RE taxeaBnet З линонелисои peace and justice.” groups, such as the Catholic Bish- 
SENN TLR он i aut Under the leadership of theolo- ops’ Conference of the Phili 

ARE RREN E Oe oo ORR yeh gian Sharon Rose Joy Ruiz- pines, Philippine Council of Evan- 
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al secretary, ће NCCP for the past Bishops Forum, and the Bishops- 

Mara Oty «Ты 2642000 Рах 8106707» Emel toocanencomph or итен алеп, сот. J 

TE E E сыш ашай: R [e eight years has made а mark in Шапа Conference, all of which, 
TN human rights and peace ministry. he noted, are committed to peace. 
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НИЙ John Hay debts reach P2.5B 


NAGA CITY—The new head of the Philippine Na- 
tional Railways is pushing for commuter train 
operations between Camarines Sur and-Albay. PE BAGUIO CITY—PLANS ТО that the 301-hectare Camp John Hay's development. 

Ower Andal, PNR chair, said key to the oper- PS E „ДЗ maximize government revenues Hay Special Economic Zone did ^ CJHDewcos debis have in- 
ation of the first commuter train outside Metro RET from Camp John Hay now in- nothavethelegalmandatetoof- creased Baguio's uncollected 
Manila was to build the bridge washed out by Ў У ПЕН"? clude the lease of its forest lands fer tax privileges to its locators revenues as 2007 winds up, 
Supertyphoon “Reming” in Travesia, Albay. s n BREL "2 to businesses that cater to eco- when itwas created in 1994. Bautista said. 

To cost at least P170 milion, the bridge will Ў UU ччам И tourism, Mayor Reinaldo Congress has corrected this Не said he and Rep. Mauricio 
connect the Legazpi City terminal, the end of A e c a Bautista Jr. said on Monday. flaw in Republic Act 7227 (the Domogan have started reviewing 
the south railway system, to the terminal in De! $ T EM But Bautista said the city gov- BCDA law) through an amend- the progress of talks on the CJHDe- 
Gallego, the Bicol town in the boundary of кй ж сы ARE E emment wants a role in drawing ment measure passed thisyear._voo's outstanding rent as well as 
Quezon province, added Andal. гана 1 wp these projects for the former But lawyer Georgina Alvarez, the new lease arrangements that 

The south railway system has been non-op- i SEM „гё ea! American rest and recreation C/HDewo senior vice president, BCDA was preparing for undevel- 
erational after a PNR.train was derailed in AM #85, center because the Bases Conver- said back channel talks with BCDA oped sections of Camp John Hay. 
Barangay Duhat, Padre Burgos, Quezon on cine eee sion Development Authority arestilongoingtodeterminewhere Sections ofthe John Hay forest 
Nov. 12, 2004, leaving 12 persons dead and A оли (BCDA) has failed to address its е firm now stands in its lease ar- аге now up for lease as a result of 
scores injured, з ak John Hay project’s accumulating rangements with goverment. these talks, Bautista said, “but as 

Juan Escandor Jr., Inquirer Southern Luzon is A meu a debts, now about P2.5 billion. CJHDewco had sued govem- anew type of resort." 

< The Fil Estate-owned Camp ment before an arbitration court A director of the John Hay Man- 
Shabu ingredient seized С М Т 9 John Hay Development Corp. for P10 billion in lost profits be- agement Corp. (JHMC), BCDAs 
BALANGA GITY—A former Sangguniang Ka- on 5 ss. i. (CJHDevco) won the lease in cause ofthe Supreme Court ruling. estate manager here, confirmed 
bataan official in Abucay, Bataan, was arrested i % 1996 and has established Camp The city government has that among the plans for John Hay 
after police seized at least 21 kilograms of THE BELL Amphitheater is among the American John Hay asa leisure resortsince. staked almost P800 million ofthe isto bid out portions of the unde- 
ephedrine, an ingredient In the manufacture ot landmarks preserved inside the Camp John Нау іп Baguio But it suspended payments CJHDevco debts, as part ofits 25- veloped forests. Vincent Gabreza, 
the illegal drug shabu (metamphetamine hy- City. алуветн\ошнслсомтавтоя when the Supreme Court ruled percent share from Camp John Inquirer Northern Luzon 
drochloride), in his house Dec. 7. = т E 

Police said Emerson Ebido, 31, former SK 
chair of Calaylayan in Abucay, was arrested af- 


ter agents found four jute sacks containing 


| L & Industrial 
I Е ansumerisainolistulel 
eee re a || Appliances 


Issued by a local court on Dec. 3. 

Supt. Odelon Ramoneda, Bataan police di- 
rector, said the value of the confiscated 
ephedrine, when produced into shabu, would 
reach more than P3 milion. 

Greg Refraccion with a report from Tonette 
Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


Suspension enforced 
NAGA CITY—The Sandiganbayan Fifth Divi- 
sion has ordered the Secretary of the Depart- 


‘ment of Interior and Local Government to im- 
plement a court resolution dated April 26, 
2004 that suspended Bula town mayor Ben- ° 


jamin Decena for 90 days. 
Ina resolution Nov. 19, 2007, the Sandigan- 


bayan gave weight to the argument of the 
parecer arm reception 
2004 elections, his protest was sustained by a Ы 
court and that, when he regained his position 
as mayor on May 10, 2007, the suspension or- 
der became enforceable again. If you're looking for a wedding gift that will have the 

Decena was suspended over the operations. couple remember you warmly for life, get a GE, the ref 


бы that's built to last and lost ond lost. It's America's most 
а preferred appliance brand.* 


Gunmen kill councilor 
TAGUM CITY—Motoreycie-rding men shat Buy selected GE products today and get a free stand fan. 


and killed a town councilor in Patukan, Com- Hurry. Supplies are limited.** 
postela Valley on Dec. 7. 

Police identified the victim as councilor 
Roberto Acedillo of Pantukan town. 

 Acedello, 50, was on board his jeep and was 
traveling along Caballero Street in Barangay 
Kingking at around 6:30 p.m. when the sus- 
pects pulled up beside him and shot him at 
close range. 

Frinston Lim, Inquirer Mindanao 


58 mourners poisoned 

CEBU CITY—Fifty-eight people who were 
about to attend the burial of a neighbor in 
Barangay Buhisan this clty were downed by 
food poisoning, 

All of the victims were to attend the after- 
noon burial but started getting ill after they ate 
lunch served by the family of the departed. 

Dr. Myrna Go, medical director ofthe Cebu 
City Medical Center (CCMC), said all the vic- 
tims were in stable condition but remained un- 
der observation at the hospital. 

Go said the patients were given Intravenous 
fluids at the hospital and remained confined at 
the CCMC. 

Go said the patients started arriving at the 
hospital at noon. "First there were six and then 
30 ... 40. Now they numbered 58," Go said. 

Go said the patients ate pork and noodles 
tor lunch. 

Jhunnex Napallacan, Inquirer Visayas 


American held for theft 

DIGOS CITY—An American national married 
Хоа Filipino was arrested here on charges of 
theft, police said Sunday. 

But John Daniel Herron Jr, who lives on Boni- 
faclo 8th Street here, insisted he was innocent. 

Herron was sued by lawyer Dominador Carril- 
lo for allegedly stealing chairs from the house he 
Previously rented out to the American national. 

Herron denied the charges adding these 
were trumped up. Не said he had a quarrel 
with the lawyers wife before he transferred to 
another house a few weeks ago. 

‘SP02 Esdraz Delos Santos, city police Investi- 
gator, sald Herron's arrest was backed by a war- 
rant. He said aside from theft, Herron also faces 
an estafa case for refusing to pay the electric bills 
he incurred while living at the Carrio house. 

Orlando Dinoy, Inquirer Mindanao 


Sayyaf member captured 

ZAMBOANGA CITY—An alleged Abu Sayyaf Ayalabie at eng opplonce stores 

member, linked to the 2001 kidnapping of 5 

‘American missionary Martin Burnham and his А ү иль f Oficial Distributor, CYA Industries Ing 

wife Gracia, and several other persons, was я р j 1 Pasig Ci 

captured by authoritles hera on Dec. 10. E : А d rooms Shangri- -8282 « 
City police chief Senior Supt. Manuel Barce- 1 Sopa ase Sa «Ne Hane Depot 

na sald Adel Kamala, allas Abu Moadz and Boy 1 3 Fort Boniiocio 021 815-8875 

Sniper, was arrested along Corcuerra Street | * Service Hotline 02) 643-3456. 


here around 4:30 pam. + Navonwidesonice onda centes volat 
Barcena said Kamala was one of those con- — 


"Source Harris Pol 2007 

victed in absentia for the Dos Palmas kidnapping i 8 n E = 

and also faces charges for the Lamitan siege of | BOr fridge Refrigerator Washing Machine Microwave oven Aircon Water Dispenser 

June 2, 2001 “Per DTENCR Pet No 4157 Senesof 2007 
Julie Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao 


‘THANKS: President Arroyo receives the grateful family of Marilou 
Ranario, the OFW in Kuwait she saved from the gallows when she 
personally travelled to that country to ask the emir to spare her life. 
From left are Ranario's sister Wilfreda, daughter Roselle, son Rafy 


John, mother Encarnacion and father Rosario. 
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Top ARMM cop gets ultimatum: 
Get Bedol by Dec. 31, or else... 


By Beverly T. Natividad 
and Alcuin Papa 


THE POLICE CHIEF OF THE AUTONOMOUS 
Region in Muslim Mindanao has until Dec. 
31 to arrest Lintang Bedol, the wanted elec- 
tion supervisor of Maguindanao. 

‘The Commission on Elections yesterday is- 
sued the deadline to Chief Supt. Joel Goltiao, 
saying he ran the risk of losing his job if he 
did not bag Bedol by the end of the year 

Bedol, notorious for his defiance of sum- 
monses to show up at the Comelec, has yet 
to explain his claim that he had lost crucial 
documents containing the results of the 
May senatorial elections in Maguindanao. 

À warrant for Bedols arrest was issued on Oct. 
23 on the strength of the Comelec ruling in An- 
gust that found him guilty of indirect contempt. 


His conviction was based on, among oth- 
er things, his failure to appear before the 
Comelec despite repeated summonses to 
answer questions on alleged election cheat- 
ing in Maguindanao. 

Resurreccion Borra, acting Comelec chair, 
said the poll body would recommend 
Goltiao's relief to Philippine National Police 
Director General Avelino Razon should the 
deadline lapse with Bedol still at large. 

“T there is still no arrest by Dec. 31, we will 
recommend that he be replaced by someone 
who has the capacity to arrest Bedol,” Borra 
seid yesterday ata press conference. 


No title to post 

He said he and the other election commis- 
sioners had directed Goltiao to submit by next 
week a specific plan of action on Bedos arrest. 
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Goltiao did not balk at the imposed dead- 
line, saying he was “prepared to be relieved” 
if he did not deliver. “We have no torrens title 
to our position,” he told reporters, 

Razon himself said the police force 
‘would try its best to find the fugitive. 

“We will exert all efforts to locate Attor- 
ney Bedol and bring him to the Comelec. 
We are confident we can meet the dead- 
line," Razon told reporters. 

The PNP chief was quick to clear Goltiao 
of negligence, saying the man had exerted 
all efforts to locate Bedol. 

“I understand the situation,” Razon said, 
adding that Bedol could have been arrested 
had he been in the ARMM. 

Razon also said failure to arrest the fugi- 
tive would not mean Goltiao's relief unless 
"he sat beside Bedol but did not nab him." 

On Oct. 30, Goltiao and his men tried to 
serve the arrest warrant on Bedol at the lat- 
ters residence in Cotabato City. But the 
election official was not there. 

The arresting team was told that Bedol 
had left his house with unidentified com- 
panions two days earlier. 

The warrant was subsequently returned 
to the Comelec. 


Intelligence work 
Goltiao appeared before the Comelec en 
banc yesterday at its central office in Mani- 
lato explain his failure to arrest Bedol. 
Asked why Bedol was still at large almost 
two months after the issuance of the arrest. 
warrant, he said the ARMM police had yet 
to complete intelligence work on the case. 
“Perhaps we needed more time to do our 
intelligence report. It is hard to рига dead- 
line on arresting wanted persons," he said. 
‘The Comelec had summoned Goltiao to its 
Manila office to ask him to “explain what further 
steps he has taken’ in response to its Oct. 30 res- 
lution demanding his immediate implementa- 
tion of Bedol's arrest under pain of contempt. 
Goltiao said that after eluding arrest for al- 
most two months, the fugitive was now suspect- 
ed to have fled to other regions in Mindanao. 
He said ARMM police had coordinated 
the search with their counterparts in the 
Zamboanga Peninsula, Northem Min- 
danao, Davao region and Socksargen. 
According to Razon, all police regional 
directors in areas around the ARMM had 
been instructed to search for Bedol. 
Borra also said the Bureau of Immigration 
had issued a hold-departure order to prevent 
the fugitive from slipping out of the country. 


50-man hunting party 

In an earlier interview, Goltiao said he had 
formed a task force composed of members of 
the ARMM intelligence group, the Regional 
Mobile Group and the Criminal Investigation 
and Detection Group to hunt Bedol down. 

He said around 50 men composed the 
hunting party. 

Goltiao also said the search for Bedol was not 
terminated despite the retum of the warrant to 
the Comelec. He said that if Bedol was in the 
ARMM, police would have already found him. 


IMF upgrades ... 
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the Philippine economy expanded by а ro- 
bust 7.1 percent, higher than the 6-percent 
average growth for Southeast Asia's five 
biggest economies. 

“Based on the momentum through the year, 
the mission has raised its growth forecast to 
6.7 percent for 2007 from 6.3 percent previ- 
ously and to 6.0 percent for 2008 from 5.8 per- 
cent previously,” the IMF said in a statement. 

‘The slower growth projected for the Philip- 
pines next year was in line with expectations 
of a global economic slowdown as a result of 
rising oil prices and the prolonged credit 
crunch in the United States that, in tum, 
could weigh heavily on Asian exports. 


Progress in control of deficit 

IMF Deputy Director Masahiko Taheda also 
noted the governments progress in controlling. 
the budget deficit and selling state asses. 

The IMF said the government would “com- 
fortably" meet its target of bringing the 2007 
budget deficit within P63 billion this year, but 
cited the need to reverse weak tax collections. 

It said strong interest in the governments 
privatization program had led to an increase in 
revenues and helped reduce the deficit ahead 
of schedule although tax reform, and legislative 
‘support for such reform, was needed. 

“Two important areas of reform would be 
to rationalize fiscal incentives and adjust the 
excise rate on tobacco and alcohol products 
and index it to inflation,” the IMF said. 

The IMF is pushing for the phaseout of 
income tax holidays and the reduction of 
effective tax rates. 

“Making decisive progress on the ongoing 
tax administration reform program and leg- 
islative support for revenue enhancement 
measures will be needed," the mission said. 

It said the strengthening of the peso, which 
has gained more than 18 percent against the dol- 
lar this year, allowed an opportunity to prepay 
extemal debt and reduce foreign borrowing. 

“This would reduce the economy's expo- 
sure to exchange rate risk in case of intensi- 
fied risk aversion,” the IMF said. With a re- 
port from Reuters 
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GMA most corrupt President, says Pulse Asia 
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their respective administra- 
tions. 

Estrada was convicted of 
plunder in September but was 
pardoned by Ms Arroyo the fol- 
lowing month. 

Last night, Ms Arroyo insist- 
ed that her administration was 
doing something to stamp out 
corruption, which she said 
“sucks the lifeblood of our sys- 
tem." 

“As experience has shown, 
it wont be eliminated 
overnight, but I assure you 
that progress has been made," 
she said in'a speech at the 
Centennial Anniversary of the 
Philippine Columbian Associ- 
ation at its clubhouse in Paco, 
Manila. 


Perception clouds reality 

Ms Arroyo said Tony Kwok, 
who the government hired to 
help address corruption in the 
country "believes perception 
clouds the reality [of] our 
progress... in reducing corrup- 
tion and red tape." 

Kwok is a former deputy 
commissioner of Hong Kong's 
Independent Commission 
Against Corruption, which has 
succeeded in curbing corrup- 
tion in the former British 
colony. 

“But the fact is we are under- 
taking a strong and steady ef- 
fort to curb graft through cri 
nal justice, administrative con- 
trols and procedural reforms,” 
she said, noting that this effort. 
was focused on the revenue 
agencies. 

“We believe that perception 
will match reality in a few 
years,” she said. 


Pronounced in classes ABC 

The sentiment that the Ar- 
royo administration was the 
most corrupt was most pro- 
nounced in Metro Manila (56 
percent) and іп socioeco- 
nomic group ABC (50 per- 
cent), the middle and upper 
classes. 

Fifty percent in Luzon out- 
side Metro Manila, 39 percent 
in the Visayas, 35 percent in 
Mindanao, as well as 47 percent 
in class D, and 37 percent in 
class E shared the same senti- 
ment. 

The survey was conducted 


Filipinos 


In your opinion, which president is the MOST CORRUPT in the 


history of the Philippines 


Gloria "GMA" Macapagal-Arroyo 


Ferdinand Marcos 
Joseph "Erap" Estrada 
Fidel "FVR" V. Ramos 
‘Corazon "Cory" Aquino 
None/Refused/Can't Say 
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Inyour opinion, under which administration has there been the 
most intense allegations of corruption? 


‘Arroyo Administration 
Marcos Administration 
Estrada Administration 
Ramos Administration 
‘Aquino Administration. 
None/Refused/Can't Say 


In your opinion, which president is the LEAST CORRUPT OR NOT 
IRUPT in the history of the Philippines? 


Corazon "Cory" Aquino 
Joseph"Erap' Estrada 
Ferdinand Marcos. 
Fidel "FVR" Ramos 


Gloria "GMA" Macapagal-Arroyo 
y 


None/Refused/Can't 


from Oct. 20 to 31 when re- 
ports on the cash handouts to 
local government officials in 
Malacafiang, renewed calls 
for Ms Arroyo's resignation, 
the planned revival of an im- 
peachment complaint against 
her, and the continuing Sen- 
ate investigation of the ZTE 
contract dominated the head- 
lines. 


No difference 

Pulse Asia said there was 
«по difference” in results con- 
cerning Ms Arroyo and the 
question on the most corrupt 
President, even when the ге- 
sponses were broken down in- 
to age brackets of “below 40” 
(those who were about 18 
years old as of 1986) and “over 
40.” 

Of those aged 40 and 
above, 41 percent pointed to 
Ms Arroyo as the most cor 
rupt leader in Philippine his- 
tory, while 38 percent point- 
ed to Marcos. 

Asked which administration 
had the most intense allega- 
tions of corruption, 45 percent 
pointed to the Arroyo adminis- 
tration, 31 percent to the Mar- 
cos administration and 14 per- 
cent to the Estrada administra- 
tion. 

Seven percent said it was the 
Ramos administration that had 
the most intense allegations, 
while only 1 percent mentioned 
the Aquino administration in 
this respect. 


‘upbeat’ 


on 2008—survey 
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cash handouts to congressmen 
and governors in Malacafiang, 
renewed calls for the resigna- 
tion of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, the Glorietta 2 blast, the 
continuing investigation of the 
ZTE contract, the granting of a 
pardon to convicted plunderer 
former President Joseph Estra- 
da, the unabated rise in oil 
prices and the steady apprecia- 
tion of the peso. 


Classes ABC optimistic 
Pulse Asia's “Ulat ng Bayan” 
survey also found that opti- 
mism about the coming year 
‘was most pronounced in Luzon 
outside Metro Manila (89 per- 
cent) and among members of 
classes ABC (87 percent). 
Eighty-five percent in the 
Visayas, 78 percent in Metro 
Manila and 77 percent in Min- 
danao said they were also facing 
the coming year with hope, as did 
84 percent among members of 
lass D and 81 percent in class E. 
Nationwide, 9 percent said 
they were facing 2008 "with ap- 
prehension"—about the same 
as the 8 percent in 2006 but 
much lower than the 20 percent 
in 2005. 
Only 7 percent said they were. 
facing the coming year with nei- 
ther hope nor apprehension. 


Neither better nor worse 
Half of Filipinos said that chis. 
Christmas would neither be bet- 
ter nor worse than the last, an 
opinion shared across all areas 
and classes but most pro- 
nounced in Metro Manila (57 
percent) and among members 
of classes ABC (61 percent). 
Fifty-five percent in the rest 
of Luzon and 43 percent in the 


Visayas and Mindanao also said 
that this coming Christmas 
would neither be more prosper- 
ous nor poorer than last year's 
celebrations. It was 51 percent 
in class D and 42 percent in 
class E. 

Nationwide, the sentiment 
that this Christmas would be 
more prosperous than the pre- 
vious one (27 percent) was al- 
most the same as the 25 percent 
recorded in November 2006 but 
much higher than the 16 per- 
cent in October 2005. 

This opinion was more 
prominent in Mindanao (38 
percent) and among members 
of class E (30 percent). It was 
31 percent in the Visayas, 23 
percent in Metro Manila and 21 
percent in the rest of Luzon. 
This optimism was shared by 27 
percent of the class D and 24 
percent of those belonging to 
classes ABC. 

The percentage of those who 
said that this Christmas would 
be poorer than the previous 
year (23 percent) was almost 
similar to the figure registered 
in November 2006 (25 per- 
cent), but much lower than the 
43 percent in October 2005. 

Across areas, 27 percent in the 
Visayas, 24 percent in the rest of 
Luzon, 21 percent in Metro 
Manila and 19 percent in Min- 
danao said this Christmas would 
be poorer than last year’s, while 
28 percent in class E, 22 percent 
in class D and 15 percent in class- 
es ABC said the same. 

The survey used face-to-face 
interviews with a multistage 
probability sample of 1,200 rep- 
resentative adults. It had a mar- 
gin of error of plus-or-minus 3 
percentage points. Kate Pe- 
droso, Inquirer Research 
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Inher speech, Ms Arroyo said 
the government was investing 
in cutting red tape and in elimi- 
nating corruption. 


Problem for generations 

She said "people deserved an 
honest and hard working gov- 
emment” because they were 
honest and hard working. 

The problem of corruption 
has "plagued the Philippines 
and other countries for genera- 
tions,” Ms Arroyo said. 

Forty-five percent in Min- 
danao viewed the Marcos ad- 
ministration as having the 
most intense corruption alle- 
gations, while 19 percent in 
the Visayas viewed the Estrada 
administration in the same 
light. 

‘Asked which President was 
“most corrupt” in the history of 


p 


the country, 42 percent across 
the country answered Ms Ar- 
Toyo, 35 percent mentioned 
Marcos, while 16 percent point- 
ed to Estrada. Five percent an- 
swered Ramos, and 1 percent 
Aquino. 

Half of the respondents in 
Metro Manila, the rest of Luzon 
and class ABC viewed Ms Аг- 
royo as "most corrupt—an 
opinion shared by 43 percent in 
class D and 35 percent in class 
E, as well as 34 percent in Min- 
danao and 27 percent in the 
Visayas. 

Half of the respondents in 
Mindanao considered Marcos 
as the most corrupt, while 22 
percent in the Visayas viewed 
Estrada as the most corrupt. 


Least corrupt 

The survey also found that 66 
percent viewed Ms Aquino as 
the least corrupt President. 
Eleven percent answered Estra- 
da; 9 percent, Marcos; 6 рег- 
cent, Ramos; and 5 percent, Ms 
Arroyo. 

The survey used face-to-face 
interviews with a multistage 
probability sample of 1,200 rep- 
resentative adults. It had a mar- 
gin of error of plus-or-minus 3 
percentage points. 

Other reports that dominat- 
ed the headlines during the 
survey included the Glorietta 2 
blast, the increasing price of 
Ой in the global market and 
the steady appreciation of the 
peso. 

Pulse Asia undertakes “Ulat 
ng Bayan” surveys on its own 
without any party singularly 
commissioning them. Kate Pe- 
droso, Inquirer Research and 
Christine О. Avendaño 
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ON THE GO: President Arroyo walks past the image of the Sacred Heart 
‘of Jesus as she goes to hernextappointmentatthePalace. — cowbicisus 
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Continues To Be Available. 


We at Wyeth Philippines wish to let our consumers know that the Doctor- 
Recommended Cold Medicine for Kids? Dimetapp Syrup 60 and 120 mL, can 
be purchased at drugstores nationwide. 


We are making this clarification to correct the impression that Dimetapp Syrup was 
included in our voluntary withdrawal of Dimetapp Oral Drops, a cold remedy 
specifically for children below 2 years old. The withdrawal was made to avoid 
potential misuse and incidence of errors in dosage 
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We also wish to take this opportunity to remind our consumers to always 
consult their doctors before treating the common symptoms of colds, 
especially for children under 6 years of age, and to always read and follow 
directions printed on the label. Giving your children the proper dosage assures 
you that the medicine will be safe and effective for them. 


Should you have more questions about Dimetapp Syrup as well as about these friendly reminders, 
please contact Wyeth's 24-Hour Careline Customer Relations Group at 819-9384, or through 
the provincial toll-free 1-800-10-884-2222. You may also write us at wpicareline@wyeth.com 
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MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE 
trial of the Oakwood coup d'etat 
case yesterday was a major ca- 
sualty of the stringent measures 
taken to secure Sen. Antonio 
Trillanes IV and junior officers 
who staged the Nov. 29 
takeover of the Peninsula Mani- 
la. 

No journalist or photogra- 
pher was allowed inside the 
courtroom of Judge Oscar Pi- 
mentel of Makati Regional Trial 
Court Branch 148 to report on 
the proceedings, drawing com- 
plaints from media and even 
some of the prosecutors and 
lawyers. 

“We don't want secret trial," 
said State Prosecutor Juan Pe- 
dro Navera. "It would not do for 


the media to simply conduct in- 
terviews after the fact," he said. 

Previously, the court hearings 
were open to the media, provid- 
ed they left their mobile phones 
and recording equipment on a 
table set up outside. 

Nonilon Tagalicud, the branch 
clerk of court, said there was an 
agreement between the building 
administrator and the judge to 
accommodate only the accused, 
their escorts, the lawyers and 
prosecutors, considering the 
small space. 

He said the decision to keep 
the media from the courtroom 
was also so they would not dis- 
rupt the proceedings. 


Tight space 


But Pimentel has said he 
‘would allow the presence of the 
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media during the promulgation 
of his decision, Tagalicud sai 

Lawyer Trixie Angeles sai 
the courts decision was likely 
born out of “practical consider- 
ation.” 

Based on her count, there 
were more than 60 people 
crammed inside the courtroom, 
with the 24 accused each es- 
corted by a guard, plus more 
than a dozen people from the 
prosecution panel, the Office of 
the Solicitor General and the 
defense lawyers. 

Normally the courtroom can 
only accommodate 30 to 40 
people, she said. 

But Angeles shared Navera's 
view that the trial should be 
‘open to the public. 

“Defense lawyers are con- 
strained from giving their opin- 


ion lest they be accused of try- 
ing to influence the outcome of 
the case, so it's better if the me- 
dia can see for themselves and 
report what is happening to the 
public," she said. 


Court decision 

Attempts to slip into the 
courtroom by some reporters 
failed after the military escorts 
took note of the identities of ev- 
eryone inside and asked for IDs. 

Television crews and photog- 
raphers were allowed to occupy 
an area at the far end of the lob- 
by several feet from the court- 
room, causing grumbles among 
the cameramen who com- 
plained they were not close 
enough. 

After the hearing, reporters 
scrambled to get interviews 
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Media barred from covering Magdalo trial in court 


with the departing lawyers and 
prosecutors to try to recreate 
the scene inside the courtroom. 
Trillanes and the other accused 
only waved to the cameras, 


Pool reporting 

Following the Peninsula 
Manila hotel standoff on Nov. 
29, reporters were arrested and 
handcuffed for allegedly inter- 
fering in the police operation. 

Chief Supt. Samuel Pagdilao, 
Philippine National Police 
spokesperson, yesterday suggest- 
ed that media people form a pool 
to cover emergency situations. 

“Maybe coverages by media 
can be carried out using a pool 
of reporters who will have to 
share their stories with every- 
one else,” Pagdilao said. He said 
the PNP could suggest this ar- 


rangement during the next PNP 
meeting with the media, 


Close-circuit TV 

But the National Union of 
Journalists of the Philippines 
yesterday urged the courts tobe 
“more transparent.” 

“Although we understand 
that the court can bar the media 
for security reasons, it should 
respect the media's access to in- 
formation" МИЛ president 
Jose Torres said in a phone in- 
terview. 

“И the consideration was se- 


curity, they should give a provi- + 


sion of public address system 
and CCTV (close circuit TV) for 
the benefit of the media, They 
should be more transparent,” 
he added. With reports from TJ 
Burgonio and Alcuin Papa 


Trillanes Says sorry to judge for walkout but not to GMA 
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tation submitted to Judge Oscar 
Pimentel of the Makati Regional 
‘Trial Court. 

Saying they "meant no disre- 
spect” to the judge, the accused 
said they were “impelled by 
their passion, zeal and fervor 
for their cause (and) merely 
had to act when they did.” 

Pimentel accepted the apolo- 
gy but warned that any repeat 
of their action "shall be dealt 
with more seriously" 

More than 1,000 soldiers and 
police along with an armored 
personnel carrier (APC) were 
deployed in the Makati City 
Hall area. A Philippine Air Force 
contingent in black panther 
uniforms lugging long firearms 
patrolled the building and 
quadrangle. 

Trillanes, Brig. Gen. Danilo 
Lim, and the other accused were 
handcuffed to their police escorts. 
Lim, 52, a former Scout Ranger 
Regiment commander under de- 
tention for the failed February 
2006 coup, was a defense witness 
in the Oakwood trial. 

Media people were barred 
from the trial. Police combed 
the courtroom and sent out re- 
porters who attempted to min- 
gle with the small crowd. (See 
story above). 

Pimentel is the presiding 
judge in the trial of the failed 
‘Oakwood mutiny of 2003, 

During the hearing on Nov. 
29, Trillanes and the other ac- 
cused walked out and marched 
on the Peninsula, triggering a 
standoff that ended seven hours 
later when police rammed an 
АРС into the lobby of the five- 
star hotel and lobbed tear gas 
cannisters inside. 

Trillanes, Lim, former Vice 
President Teofisto Guingona, 
Bishop Emeritus Julio Labayen, 
running priest Fr. Robert Reyes 
and 32 other soldiers and civil- 
ians have been charged with re- 
bellion in connection with the 
Peninsula standoff but the case 
has not been scheduled for a 
hearing. 


Enough force 

Maj. Gen. Femando Mesa, 
chief ofthe Armed Forces Nation- 
al Capital Region Command, said 


Palace did 
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lawyer and Senate chief of staff, 
said there was no connection 
between the pork barrel request 
and Trillanes’ actions on Nov. 
29. 

“That's malicious insinua- 
tion. He made the request re- 
cently and funds are not re- 
leased immediately So why 
would he make a fuss about it?" 
Robles said. 

Apostol claimed he got this 
information from an intelli- 
gence report. 

"Had the funds been re- 
leased, perhaps he could have 
used the funds to topple the 
government," he said. 

The pork barrel, or the Pri- 
ority Development Assistance 
Fund (PDAF), comes from the 
national budget and finances 
the pet projects of members 
of the House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate. It is a 
known source of kickbacks 
for lawmakers. 

A senator is entitled to P200 
million in PDAF and a member 


PERFORMANCE LEVEL: Like a returning hero, Trillanes arrives at the Makati RTC to a celebrity-struck 
crowd while under guard by thousands. 


the security measures were 
clamped on City Hall to thwart 
any repetition of the walkout. 

“There was enough force pre- 
pared for any contingency. We 
won't allow anything to hap- 
pen,” Mesa said. 

President Arroyo, who ar- 
rived yesterday from a trip to 
France, Spain, Britain and 
Kuwait, has vowed to punish 
those involved in the Peninsula 
incident “with the full force of 
the lav," calling them a “few 
desperate men.” 

Eleven of the 14 Oakwood 
mutineers facing trial for the 
failed coup d'etat in 2003 signed 
the manifestation apologizing to 
Pimentel and other parties pre- 
sent during the walkout. 

Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, who 
has remained missing since the 
incident, did not sign the plead- 
ing. Capt. Segundino Orfiano Jr. 
and Ш. Billy Pascua also did not 
sign but expressed their apology 
through an oral manifestation 
by lawyer Theodore Te. 


Hope and prayer 
“Accordingly, herein accused 
most respectfully beg and humbly 
beseech the apologies (sic) of the 
Honorable Court, the Honorable 
Presiding Judge as well as the 
lawyers and other parties during 
the hearing last 29 November 
2007," the 11 soldiers said. 
“Herein accused further pray 
and hope that the Honorable 


Presiding Judge and the 
lawyers and other parties pre- 
sent during that day would find 
it in their hearts to forgive a 
cused for their actions on that 
day and that the same be not al- 
lowed to prejudice the merits of 
their case,” they added. 

Except for Faeldon, all of those 
‘who participated in the Peninsu- 
la takeover were accounted for in 
yesterday's hearing. 

Based on the accounts of de- 
fense lawyers and prosecutors, 
the 13 junior officers who 
walked out remained hand- 
cuffed in the courtroom while 
their fellow accused who did 
not join the march were un- 
shackled. 


Well-behaved 

"They were somber" said 
State Prosecutor Juan Pedro 
Navera, a member of the justice 
department panel prosecuting 


the case for the government. 

"They were well-behaved. 
There was no disruption. Some 
were well-behaved, some were 
smiling. There was nothing of 
the sort of (commotion that oc- 
curred in the last hearing),” said 
Assistant Chief State Prosecutor 
Richard Anthony Fadullon. 

Some members of the group, 
including Trillanes, were “stoic” 
throughout the hearing, lawyer 
‘Trixie Angeles, who represents 
Faeldon, said. 

‘Angeles’ presence was ques- 
tioned by the prosecution panel, 
who said she could not represent 
Faeldon, a “fugitive,” but the 
lawyer argued that there г 
mained no evidence that her 


client had escaped and was not in 
the custody of the military whom 
she suspected of holding him. 

Pimentel overruled the objec- 
ion and allowed Angeles to 
stay. 


Sea of uniforms 

The first to arrive at the 
Branch 150 courtroom in the 
new City Hall building at about 
8:30 a.m. were the 11 who did 
not participate in the walkout. 
АЙ belong to the Army, except 
for 1Lt. Francisco Acedillo who 
is from the Air Force. 

A few minutes before 9 a.m., 
the 13 began streaming out of 
the elevators on the 14th floor 
coming from the basement, 
with their right hands cuffed to 
escorts and guarded by a com- 
posite team of Army, Air Force, 
Marines and Navy personnel. 

A separate squad of police 
and Special Weapons and Tac- 
tics (SWAT) members led by 
Supt. Gilbert Cruz, the Makati 
chief of police, stood guard, as 
did a few of the City Hall's own 
security personnel. 

The lobby on the fourth floor 
was rendered a sea of different- 
ly colored uniforms—the SWAT 
men in black, the regular police 
in blue, the security guards in 
white and blue, the Army in 
light camouflage green, the Air 
Force in dark blue or light blue, 
the Navy in brown, and the 
Marines in dark camouflage. 

In the first few minutes while 
waiting for the accused to ar- 
rive, some of the soldiers were 
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THREE IS COMPANY: Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim is escorted by no less 


than three close-in guards. 
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brandishing long firearms, but 
the weapons were removed 
when the hearing started. 

Prior to boarding the eleva- 
tors, Lim was photographed 
raising his fist. Trillanes was 
seen with a slight smile, waving 
a few times to the media, who 
were restricted to the far end of 
the lobby several feet away _ 
from the courtroom. 


Security tight 

The identity of anyone who 
entered the courtroom was veri- 
fied through their ID cards, from 
lawyers to members of the court 
staff. Reporters who tried to slip 
into the courtroom were asked to 
leave and join their colleagues in 
the lobby. 

Pimentel arrived ata little be- 
fore 9 a.m., escorted by a couple 
of SWAT men. The accused ar- 
rived a few minutes later, 

The hearing took less than 
two hours before the accused 
were spirited by their escorts in- 
to the elevators to the base- 
ment, where their vehicles were 
parked, and brought back to 
their detention cell at the Camp 
Crame Custodial Center, With 
reports from Tina G. Santos, 
Aleuin Papa, Tarra Quismun- 
do and Nancy Carvajal 


MAN-TO-MAN: 

soldier who goes to court is 

handcuffed to his guard. A lesson 
security precautions has been 

learned albeit belatedly. 


not release P100-M pork requested by Trillanes 


of the House, P70 million. 


Villar endorsement 

More than a month before 
the failed revolt, the former mil- 
itary-rebel-turned-senator 
sought the release of P100 mil- 
lion of his pork barrel. 

Senate President Manuel Vil- 
lar Jr. endorsed on Nov. 12 Tril- 
lanes’ request to the DBM for 
the release of the amount to 
fund his priority projects for 
2007. 

Villar confirmed that he 
signed and endorsed Trillanes’ 
request, but said it was just min- 
isterial on his part. 

He said he endorsed the re- 
quest of all senators. “But no 
funds are released to the oppo- 
sition,” he said. 

Apostol said the DBM re- 
ceived the Senate endorsement 
of Trillanes’ projects on Nov. 15. 

“You could see how this fel- 
low thinks. He thinks he can toy 
around with this government. 
While he is trying to topple the 
government, he's also trying to 
demand funds (from it),” Apos- 


tol said. 

Trillanes, Brig. Gen. Danilo 
Lim and 34 others have been 
charged with rebellion for the 
takeover of the Peninsula Mani- 
la hotel in Makati City. 

The seven-hour siege ended 
when Trillanes and his group 
surrendered to authorities. 


Aid to patients 

At a news briefing, Apostol 
released to reporters a copy of 
the Oct. 15 letter of Trillanes to 
Villar and copies of 54 priority 
projects he wished to finance. 

In his letter of request, Tril- 
lanes identified the projects, 
the agencies that would imple- 
ment them, the provinces 
where the projects would be 
implemented and the amount 
of each project. 

Most of the projects included 
“assistance to indigent patients” 
but Trillanes also sought fund- 
ing for public works projects 
such as the construction of mu- 
nicipal water system, and medi- 
cal, dental and municipal build- 


In his letter to Budget Secre- 
tary Rolando Andaya Jr., Villar 
said Trillanes was seeking P40 
million from the public works 
funds and P60 million from the 
PDAE 


Turnaround 

Shortly after assuming office, 
Trillanes declared he would not 
touch his pork barrel allocation, 
like opposition Sen. Panfilo Lac- 
son. 

Trillanes denounced pork 
barrel as a source of corruption. 

Robles said the neophyte sen- 
ator changed his mind “upon 
the advice of people from the 
Senate, his consultants, and 
myself (Robles)." 

“Initially, he didn't want to 
touch it. But if he did not use it, 
somebody would,” Robles said, 
citing administration Sen. Miri- 
am Defensor-Santiago's reason- 
ing that senators should use 
their pork barrel to help public 
hospitals. 

Robles said the senator, how- 
ever, made it clear to the benefi- 
aries that he would not get any 


commission from the projects. 


No funds for opposition 

“We know that the pork bar- 
rel is not released to opposition 
(members), but local govern- 
ment officials said they would 
follow it up and do liaison work 
with Malacañang for its re- 
lease," Robles said 

Apostol said Trillanes was 
asking the funds for “allegedly 
certain projects but we have 
doubts if it would be used for 
projects because he has a differ- 
ent agenda." 

"Its intended to finance his 
own agenda,” he said at a press 
briefing. 


Rights suspended 

Asked why the DBM did not 
release the amount requested 
by the senator, Apostol said: 
“Because he did not respect this 
government ... why should it be 
given to him?" 

"you see Trillanes was talking 
about toppling this govern- 
ment. That is what precipitated 
this government to hold in 


abeyance the release of this 
funds," he said. 

“This was actually later on 
supported by his acts at Manila. 
55 

Apostol said he did not think 
the senator should be trusted 
and that it was only "right" that. 
a rebellion charge was filed 
against him. 

But he said the demand letter 
of Trillanes could not be used as 
evidence in the latter's rebellion 
case, noting that “it is an evi- 
dence about how this fellow 
thinks that he can toy with this 
government...” 

Given that Trillanes sought to 
topple the government, the sen- 
ator "had no right to ask funds" 
from it, Apostol said. 

Being detained for his in- 
volvement in the 2003 Oak- 
wood mutiny, Trillanes “under 
the Revised Penal Code .. has 
no rights. His rights are sus- 
pended," the President's legal 
counsel said. 

"He has to go to court, seek 
permission from the court for the 
release of funds," Apostol said. 
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NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNERS Al Gore (left) and cowinner, the UN Intergovernmental 


Panel on СИ 
laugh during a CNN inter 


ate Change represented by its chair, Dr. Rajenda К. Pachauri, share a hearty 
»w following the award rites in Oslo, Norway. ГА 


Gore tells world: Time ... 


From page Al 


warming and spreading awareness on 
how to counteract it. His fellow winner, 
the United Nations’ Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, was tepresent- 
ed by its leader, Rajendra Pachauri. 

Gore, who lost the 2000 US presidential 
race by a razor-thin margin, and Pachauri 
accepted the Nobel gold medal and diploma 
ata gala ceremony in the Oslo City Hall. 

In his speech, Gore urged government of- 
ficials meeting in Bali, Indonesia, to quickly 
drafta treaty to limit emissions of the gases 
that cause climate change, as a follow-up to 
the 1997 Kyoto accord. He and Pachauri are 
leaving for Bali on Wednesday. 


Appeal to US, China 

In a speech that evoked Winston 
Churchill, Mahatma Gandhi and the Bible, 
Gore said the world's biggest polluters, the 
United States and China, must stop blaming 
each other for the stalemate over warming. 

Instead, the United States and China 
must take the lead in solving a problem for 
which they bear a large responsibility or be 
held “accountable before history for their 
failure to act,” Gore said. 

He drew a parallel between leaders ig- 
noring the climate crisis and those whom 
Churchill, the British prime minister, lam- 
basted for inaction as Adolf Hitler built up 
Nazi Germany before World War II. 

“Too many of the world's leaders are stil 
best described in the words Winston Churchill 
applied to those who ignored Adolf Hitlers 
threat: They go on in strange paradox, decid- 
ed only to be undecided, resolved to be irreso- 
lute, adamant for drift, solid for fluidity, all 
powerful to be impotent,” Gore said. 

‘To meet the new "planetary emergency" 
he said: "We must quickly mobilize our civi- 
lization with the urgency and resolve that 
has previously been seen only when nations 
mobilized for war.” 


Threats can be met 

Although Pachauri described the threat 
largely in measured, scientific terms, he too 
described a grim fate for the planet if the 
emission of greenhouse gasses is not limited. 

A warming climate could lead to flooding 
of low-lying countries, disruptions to food 
supply, the spread of diseases and the loss 
of biodiversity, he said, 

“Neglect in protecting our heritage of natu- 
ral resources could prove extremely harmful 
for the human race and for all species that 
share common space on Planet Earth,” 
Pachauri said in his speech. "It is within the 
reach of human society to meet these threats." 

Gore said the next generation would ask 
the present generation one of two questions. 
"Either they will ask: What were you think- 
ing; why didn’t you act? Or they will ask in- 
stead: How did you find the moral courage 
to rise and successfully resolve a crisis that 
so many said was impossible to solve?” 


10 others honored 

The Nobel Prizes for medicine, chem 
istry, physics, literature and economics 
were presented in a separate ceremony оп 
Monday in Stockholm, Sweden, where five 
Americans and five Europeans were hon- 
ored for their groundbreaking achieve- 
ments in science and literature. 

Sweder's King Carl XVI Gustaf presented. 
the awards amid trumpet fanfares and speech- 
es by members of the Nobel committees in 
medicine, physics, chemistry, economies and 
literature at Stockholm's Concert Hall. 

‘The oldest laureates—iterature prize win- 
ner Doris Lessing, 88, and economics cowin- 
пег Leonid Hurwicz, 90—were not able to 
travel to Stockholm for health reasons. They 
will receive their prizes at separate ceremonies 
in London and Minnesota, respectively. 

Lessing, who saw her breakthrough with 
the 1962 novel “The Golden Notebook,” 
had “personified the woman's role in the 
20th century,” literature committee chair 
Per Wasterberg said in a speech. 

"Age is no issue in literature. You are for- 
ever young and wise, old and rebellious,” 
Wasterberg said about the British writer. 


Prize for physics 

Albert Fert of France and Peter Gruenberg 
of Germany received the physies prize for 
discovering a phenomenon that enables 
computers and digital music players to store 
reams of data on ever-shrinking hard disks. 

“One can in all justice say that this effect 
is one prerequisite for the modern IT revo- 
lution,” Nobel committee member Boerje 
Johansson said. 

Аг dinner banquet later Monday, Fert 


FOOTNOTE: Observed during the Nobel 
Peace Prize awarding rites at the City Hall in 
Oslo was Al Gore's preferred choice of 
footwear: Cowboy boots, right there beside 
his Nobel diploma under his seat. » 


said that in his youth he dreamed of enter- 
ing the field of arts, inspired by Swedish 
filmmaker Ingmar Bergman. 

[realized unfortunately I was light years 
from Ingmar Bergman ... but I thought that 
Thad some skills in physics,” Fert said, ex- 
plaining his career choice. 


Chemistry prize 

‘The chemistry prize was awarded to Ger- 
тапу Gerhard Ertl for his studies of chem- 
ical reactions on solid surfaces, while the 
medicine prize was shared by Mario Capec- 
chi and Oliver Smithies, both of the United 
States, and Sir Martin J. Evans of Britain for 
discoveries that led to a technique for ma- 
nipulating mouse genes. 

Eric Maskin and Roger Myerson, both of the 
United States, were on hand to receive the eco- 
nomics prize they shared with Hurwice—the 
oldest Nobel laureate ever—for work on how 
peoples knowledge and self-interest affect 
their behavior in the market or in social situa- 
tions such as voting and labor negotiations. 

‘The awards were announced in October 
but are always presented in Oslo and Stock- 
holm on Dec. 10 to mark the anniversary of 
the 1896 death of their creator, Alfred No- 
bel. The first Nobel Prizes were handed out 
in 1901. 
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Dispute over new pact mars 
Kyoto Protocol's 10th birthday 


NUSA DUA, INDONESIA—THE 
worldwide forum оп dimate 
change marked the 10th anniver- 
sary of the Kyoto Protocol on Tues- 
day, but the celebrations were 
shadowed by doubts on a new 
pact to tackle global warming. 

А giant birthday cake was un- 
veiled on the sidelines of the talks 
in Bali to commemorate Dec. 11, 
1997 when the world's most ambi- 
tious environment treaty was bom 
in the Japanese city of Kyoto. 

‘Two parties were to be staged 
in the evening, one by Japanese 
green groups and the other by 
the United Nations’ Framework 
Convention on Climate Ghange 
(UNFCCC). 

The Kyoto Protocol took ef- 
fect on Feb. 16, 2005 after gru- 
elling negotiations to complete 
its rule book on curbing green- 
house gas emissions. 

In its present form, however, the 
Kyoto accord will not do enough to 
stem the surge in pollution, which 
scientists say is badly damaging 
the Earth's climate system. 

Worse droughts and floods, 
rising sea levels and more violent 
storms lie just decades away, ac- 
cording to world scientists. 

The conference of 190 coun- 
tries is seeking to draw up the 
so-called “Bali Roadmap” that 
will set the parameters for fur- 
ther negotiations leading to a 
new accord to accelerate cuts in 
greenhouse gas emissions after 
2012, when the protocol's cur- 
eit roster of pledges runs out. 


Only 3 days left 

European Environment Com- 
missioner Stavros Dimas said 
just three days remained for en- 
suring that a new pact “is suffi- 
ciently ambitious to tackle the 
climate challenge we face.” 

"I believe that this conference 
is on track to deliver good re- 
sults, but the next three days 
will be decisive and I have no 
doubt that there will be some 
difficult discussions,” he said. 

Officials involved in crafting 
the Bali Roadmap are struggling 
оп key questions on how exten- 
sive the post-2012 negotiation 
mandate should be and whether 
the negotiations should be set a 
two-year deadline for conclusion. 

А previous commitment by in- 
dustrialized countries, sketching 
their “ambition” to reduce their 
‘own carbon emissions by between 
25 and 40 percent by 2020 com- 
pared with 1990 levels, was weed- 
ed out in a new version of the text, 
according to green groups. 

Similar text was under threat 
in a second document, this time 
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‘THE WORLDWIDE FORUM on 
climate change in Bali, marks the 
10th anniversary ofthe Kyoto. 
Protocol on Tuesday. The calceis 
there but the party mood was 
problematic as delegates tackle a 
new global warming agreement. je 


from a group that includes the 
United States, Japan and Cana- 
da which argued that such fig- 
ures would prejudge the negoti- 
ations for the post-2012 accord. 


Directionless fudge 

But green activists warned 
against changes that would turn 
the much-vaunted roadmap into 
a directionless fudge. 

"Ministers cannot leave Bali 
without an ambitious mandate. 
People won't buy it" said 
WWF's Hans Verolme. 

‘The 25-40-percent figure holds 
major resonance, as it chimes 
with an estimate by the UN's No- 
bel-winning scientific panel for 
limiting warming to around 2 de- 
grees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahren- 
heit) over preindustrial times. 

UNFCCC Executive Director 
Yvo de Boer, however, stressed 
that the figure had never been 
enshrined as a target for rich 
countries and was more of a 
guideline, adding that the Bali 
conference should be used to 
launch a negotiation process. 

‘These and other thorny details 
are expected to be shunted over 
to environment ministers, whose 
meeting from Wednesday to Fri- 
day will end the conference. 


Significant success 

Late Monday, the talks notched 
up their first significant success 
with a decision on how to admin- 
ister a fund to bolster the defenses 
of poor countries that lack the 
money, technology and skills to 
cope with climate change. 

It will be financed by a levy of 2 
percent on transactions under the 
Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM), a piece of Kyoto machin- 
ery by which rich countries get car- 
bon credits. They can offset these 
credits against their emissions tar- 
gets, provided they invest in dean 
energy projects in poor countries. 

The Bali talis are taking 
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place against a backdrop of dark scientific 
warnings about climate change and grow- 
ing public and political awareness. 

The issue's profile has grown rapidly this 
year, capped by the awarding of the Nobel 
Peace Prize on Monday to climate campaign- 
er Al Gore and the UN's paramount scientific 
body on global warming, the Intergovern- 
mental Panel on Climate Change. AFP 
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Williams is week's best 


THE PHILIPPINE BASKETBALL ASSOCIA- 
tion Press Corps yesterday named Fil-Am 
Kelly Williams of Sta. Lucia as its Player of 
the Week for the period of Dec. 5-10. 

Williams was instrumental in the Realtors’ 
victories over the Alaska Aces, 94-88, Wednes- 
day at the Big Dome and the Barangay Gine- 
bra Kings, 79-78, Sunday at the Astrodome. 

In those two wins, Williams averaged 13.5 
points, 9.5 rebounds, two assists and 2.5 
steals, 

The highleaping sophomore shone the 
brightest in the win over Ginebra where he 
buried four booming triples in the fourth 
quarter including three in the last three min- 
utes that gave Sta. Lucia a share of the No. 5 
spot with Talk М Text on 6-6 (win-loss) slates. 


“Нез capable of making the big shots and 
showed that in this game," said Sta. Lucia 
coach Boyet Femandez of Williams minutes 
after their Barangay Ginebra win, 

Other players mentioned for the plum, 
sponsored by Smart and Accel, were Sta. Lu- 
cia teammates Nelbert Omolon and Paolo 
Mendoza, 

Omolon, another of Sta. Lucia's high- 
leapers, made heads tum when he unleashed 
a 29-point effort in the Alaska victory. That 
was a point shy o£ his career best 30-point рег. 
formance in a 104-115 loss to Red Bull on 
April 26 last year. 

Mendoza, for his part, drained a difficult 
running, fade away jumper with 4.6 seconds 
to go over the chasing Mark Caguioa. 
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Steel case amm. 


TUDORWATCH.COM 


Selfoninding mechanical movement, Rotatable bezel in steel, 
Sapphire crystal, Screw-down crown, Waterproof to 150m, 


For information or service, please contact the Tudor Service Centre: Corinthian Plaza, G/F, 121 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City Tel: 811 3320 


PUREFOODS’ Marc Pingris looks as if he has less-than-noble intentions in mind as he tries to defend against Welcoat’s 
Joe De Vance in thelr game Sunday night. The Giants conquered the Dragons, 92-80. m 


Hot Coke 
takes on 
Magnolia 


SUDDENLY, COCA-COLA HAS 
become the hottest team in 
the Smart-PBA Philippine 
Cup. 

‘Three games after bringing former MVP Asi 
Taulava into the fold, the Tigers have won 
back-to-back assignments and are now gun- 
ning for a third consecutive win, a welcome 
departure for a team that was once mired in a 
laughable eight-game slide. 

Victories over Red Bull and Sta. Lucia have 
restored the Tigers’ confidence, one that will 
be tested by the Magnolia Beverage Masters 
‘when both teams clash today at the Araneta 
Coliseum, 

Taulava, acquired in a trade that sent Ali 
Peek to Talk 'N Text, will again be in the mid- 
dle of Coca-Cola's scheme of things, for rea- 
sons other than the numbers he contributes to 
the stat sheets. 

“Asi is amazing but whats really commend- 
able about him are 
his energy and lead- 
ership,” said Coca- 
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ter the Magnolia-Co- ae 
ca-Cola battle. 

The 64019 
Taulava has been the 
guide and inspiration for a Tigers pack that 
was never given a second look at the start of 
the season. 

"He's a big brother to his teammates; he 
comes in trying to push everybody even in 
practice,” said Favis. "Even Ken (Duremdes) 
and (Mark) Telan have been showing the way 
for the litte ones since Asi arrived." 


Chip by chip 

‘Though John Arigo continued to rest a hy- 
perextended elbow, Coca-Cola's top scorer 
мез hardly missed the past two games as the 
veterean smarts of Duremdes, Telan and 
Taulava have rubbed off on the likes of Alex 
Cabagnot, Chester Tolomia and dynamic 
rookie Ronjay Buenafe. 

Despite the mini-resurgence, the Tigers are 
still languishing in a deep hole, 

“We have to go through this chip by chip so 
1told them that we have to be totally commit- 
ted to our objective,” said Favis. 

Coach Siot Tanquingcen and the Beverage 
Masters are coming off a 94-88 loss to Red 
Bull in a game they appeared to have under. 
control until the end. 

Magnolia's Three Ds—Danny lldefonso, 
Danny Seigle and Dondon Hontiveros—al- 
most had the Beverage Masters celebrating 
until the aggressiveness of Red Balls Junthy 
Valenzuela and the torrid shooting of Mick 
Pennisi and Celino Cruz turned things around, 

Magnolia is at 7-5, in a tie with an Alaska. 
squad that is coming off a loss to Sta. Lucia a 
week ago. The Aces try to rebound from that 
loss against the Express, who lost recently to 
the Baranagay Ginebra Kings. June Navarro 
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Metro braces for transport strike 


Jeeps, buses off the road in other key cities also on Thursda 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


COMMUTERS IN METRO MANILA AND KEY CITIES AND 
provinces nationwide should brace themselves for a nationwide 


transport strike on Thursday. 


‘The strike will be spearheaded by mili- 
tant groups Pagkakaisa ng mga Samahan 
ng Tsuper at Operator Nationwide (Piston) 
and the Transport Forum against Oil Price 
Increase. 

According to Piston secretary general 
George San Mateo, the nationwide 
protest was aimed at conveying three 
messages to the government— it must re- 
strict oil price hikes and scrap the 12 per- 
cent expanded value-added tax on oil 
products. 

Lastly, it should suspend the Oil Deregu- 
lation Law, or better yet, cancel it altogeth- 
er, he added. 

‘San Mateo noted that the price of diesel 
has hit P39.80 per liter while gasoline is 
now priced at P45.77 per liter. 

Affected areas apart from Metro Manila 
are Baguio City, Bulacan, Laguna, Cavite, 


Rizal, Batangas, Camarines Norte, Са- 
marines Sur, Albay, Catanduanes, Masbate, 
Negros Occidental, Iloilo, Aklan, Roxas 
City Cebu, Cagayan de Oro, Davao and 
General Santos City. 

The transport strike in Iloilo, Aklan (Dec. 
12 and 13) and Negros (Dec. 13 to 14) will 
last for two days, San Mateo said. 

In Metro Manila, the brunt of the strike 
will be felt in designated rally centers: The 
Alabang City terminal, Cubao in Quezon 
City; Ever Grand Central in the Monumento 
area, Kalayaan corner Kamias and Philcoa 
in Quezon City, Aduana Circle, Manila 
South Harbor; beside the Taytay Public 
Market in Rizal province and Novaliches 
Bayan. 

‘San Mateo said independent jeep, bus, 
and tricycle operators and drivers would al- 
o join the protest. 


Office messenger missing 
after encashing РАМ in checks 


By Kristine L. Alave 


PASIG CITY POLICEMEN ARE LOOKING 
for an employee of the М М. Soliven Group 
of Companies accused by his employers of 
stealing a large amount of cash last week. 

РО2 Norman Barcellano identified the 
suspect as Rigino Cruz, a messenger of the 
company and a resident of M. H. del Pilar 
in Pasay City. 

According to the statement of Leonor 
Estaca, the company's assistant treasurer, 
they ordered Cruz last Thursday to encash 
two checks worth P446,700. 

They also instructed him to deposit the 
money in a bank at the Ortigas Center and 
another one in Greenhills. 


On Monday, Estaca said they received a 
call from one of the banks which informed 
them that they have yet to receive the 
money. — 

"The company official added that they 
also checked with the other bank in Orti- 
gas Center and were told that there was 
no deposit made to their account last 
week. 

According to Estaca, Cruz has not 
shown up for work since he went to the 
banks last week, triggering speculations 
that he might have run away with the 
money. 

The police said they were investigating 
Cruzs background and his last known 
whereabouts. 


Escolarians, Come Home! 


CALLING ALL CENTRO ESCOLAR UNIVERSITY JUBILARIANS! 
ALL GRADUATES BEFORE 1947—ROYAL DIAMOND JUBILARIANS! 


1947—DIAMOND! 
1952—EMERALD! 
1957—GOLD! 
1962—SAPPHIRE! 


1967—RUBY! 
1972—JADE! 
1977—PEARL! 
1982—SILVER! 


CATCHING A FEW WINKS 
A soldier walks past his 
companions resting on the 
pavement outside the Makati 
City Hall as they wait for Sen. 
Antonio Trillanes У and others. 
accused in the Oalwood mutiny: 
trial to show up. pu 


P 12,500 
for the next. 
16 years" 


With fixed Е that you can mo right now, 
there's no reason to wait for your dream home. 
Introducing 
BPI Family Savings Bank's Step UP Housing Loan 


We offer you affordable amortization plans with fixed loan payments for 15 and 20-year terms. 


Loan Term ï 
Amount 
P 8,000 
next 2 years P 9,800 
Remaining 11 years Р 12,500 Remaining 16 years 

* Computation based on a P1,000,000 loan amount on a fixed 20-year term 


loan Term: 15 Years 2 © 
Amount Payment Schedule 

P 8,000 first 2 years 

P 11,800 
P 13,600 


20 Years ^i 
Payment Schedule 
first 2 years 
next 2 years 


For more information, call 845-6888, 754-6747, 754-6582, 754-6557 or 89-100. 
Text HOUSING<space>name<space>message and send to 0917-8910000 or 0918-8910000. 
Log on to bpiexpressonline.com or visit any ВРІ, BP! Family Savings Bank 


COME AND RECEIVE YOUR GLITTERING AWARDS! 
COME FOR THE SOUVENIR PICTURE TAKING! 
FREE CENTENNIAL GIFT TO THE FIRST 100 JUBILARIANS 
TO SIGN UP AT THE CEU CENTENNIAL ALUMNI HOMECOMING 
REGISTRATION DESK 
ON DECEMBER 15, 2007, AT 4 P.M.! 
DECORATIONS OF PINK AROUND CEU 
WON'T BE THE SAME CEU PINK WITHOUT YOU! 
FOR DETAILS, CALL DR. PAZ I. LUCIDO, 
president, CEU Alumni Foundation Inc. 
735-9662 or 735-9405 CALL NOW! 


or Express Banking Center near you. 


Initially available in Metro Manila and soon in the provinces. 
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Zero Interest. 
Zero Down. 


By Tina G. Santos 


TWO MEN WHO ALLEGEDLY 
tried to sell fake US dollars and Fed- 
eral Reserve notes to a businessman 
have been arrested by National Bu- 
reau of Investigation agents in 
Pasay City. 

‘The two were identified as Sahi- 
ran Didik, 44, and George Celestial, 
28, residents of Palawan province. 


Dip You KNOW 
THE COUNTRY'S first railroad 
line, the 195-kilometer Manila- 
Dagupan line, opened to the pub- 
lic on Nov, 24, 1892. The first 
train left Manila at 10:30 a.m. and 
arrived in Dagupan at 6 p.m. the 
same day. The line's operations 
ended in the 1980s. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, 
Inquirer Research 


Both were charged with forging 
treasury or bank notes and illegal 
possession and use of false treasury 
or bank notes in the Pasay City Pros- 
ecutor’s Office. 

‘The two were arrested on Nov. 30 
but the NBI released the details of 
the case only yesterday upon re- 
ceiving confirmation from a United 
States agent that the dollar bills of- 
fered for sale by the suspects were 
fake. 

The case stemmed from a com- 
plaint filed by Eri Masangcay, who 
claimed that the suspects offered to 
sell him—at an exchange rate of P1 
for every US dollar—over $5 mil- 
lion in Federal Reserve notes and 
dollar bills. 

The suspects then showed him 
five $1 million bills, several other 
dollar bills and Federal Reserve 
notes. 

Sensing that the money being of- 
fered to him were fakes, Masangcay 
said he borrowed one of the bills 
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and sent it to a relative in the Unit- 
ed States for verification. 

When his suspicion was con- 
firmed, Masangcay went to the NBI 
which immediately formed a team 
for an entrapment operation. 

The businessman then called up 
the two suspects and pretended to 
be interested in buying the dollar 
bills from them. Masangeay agreed 
to meet them at the parking lot of 
the Centennial Airport, Terminal 2 
in Pasay City last Nov. 30. 

NBI agents later seized the fake 
$1 million bills and Federal Reserve 
notes from the two suspects. 

A certification issued by Virgil Re- 
ichel Jr, а special agent of the De- 
partment of Homeland Security 
based in Guam, said the US Trea- 
sury and Bureau of Engraving and 
Imprinting had never issued a $1 
million bill. 

Reichel added that Federal Re- 
serve notes are never released to 
the public. 


Cop gets 20 years for illegal gun 
IGNORING a policériian's claim that the unli- 
censed gun and grenade found in his house were. 
not his, a Manila judge yesterday sentenced the. 
law enforcer to a maximum of 20 years in prison 
after he was found guilty of illegal possession of 
firearms and an explosive. PO3 Romeo de la Cruz 
‘Santos, formerly of the Manila Police District's 
human resource department, claimed that he did 
not own the .45 caliber pistol, two magazines and 
grenade seized in a raid at 2137 Elias St. in Sta. 
Cruz, Manila in May 2004. Judge Silvino Pampilo 
of the Manila Regional Trial Court Branch 26, 
however, said that ownership was not an essential 
‘element of illegal possession of firearm and am- 
munition. "Good faith and absence of criminal in- 
tent are not valid defenses. Mere possession 
without criminal intent is sufficient to convict a 
person for illegal possession of firearm,” he said 
in an eight-page decision. Apart from the jail term, 
‘Santos was ordered to pay a fine of P80,000. 
Allison W. Lopez 


SK official to City Council 
DESPITE an ongoing investigation into allega- 
tions of vote buying, the newly elected presi- 
dent of Manila's Sangguniang Kabataan Federa- 
tion would be recognized as the newest mem- 
ber of the City Council tomorrow. Vice Mayor 
and council presiding officer Isko Moreno yes- 
terday said they had no right to stop Russel 
Ibay, who won by a landslide in the SK federa- 
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tion elections last Dec. 6, from taking hls seat in 
the body. ibay, son of former Councilor Ric Iba 
was accused by several SK chairs of vote bu! 
ing, prompting Mayor Alfredo Lim to order the 
police to conduct an Investigation. "We don't 
have any personality not to accept him. We càri- 
not deprive this group @ their representative if 
the city council," sald-füFeo: The SK hats. 
their complaint 6 thé palice, claimed thi!" o» 
younger Ibay and the olffer members of his НОВ * 
et gave them money and ffée'concerttitkett ^ 
Allisoii W. Lopez 


Groceries for Pasig's poor 
THE PASIG City government is handing out gro- 
caries to about 100,000 indigent residents 
starting tomorrow, city hall officials said yester- 
day. Each package, Mayor Robert Eusebio said, 
contains five kilos of sinandomeng rice, a kilo 
of sugar, and canned goods such as corned 
beef and meat loaf, and cheese. The city gov- 
ernment of Pasig distributes grocery packages 
to residents in depressed communities every 
Christmas. According to Lolet Austria, Euse- 
bio's executive assistant, the gift bags will be 
distributed in each barangay. Village heads will 
determine who are qualified to get the gro- 
ceries. She noted that the villages of Pinag- 
buhatan, Manggahan and Rosario, the three 
most populous communities in Pasig City, will 
probably receive the bulk of the goods. 

Kristine L, Alave 
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Auto Debit 
The Meralco-accredited bank 
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statement of acc 


Visit www.meralc 
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о.сот.рћ о! call 16211 


"This season we give no! gold, myrrh nor 

incense but maybe a bit of joy because 
we bring you the means to enjoy all 
of life's gifts. We're glad that you've 
always been our guiding stor in our 
over 100 years of delivering reliable 
electric service, Merry Christmas!” 
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„„„Момовяее ^ Colorado shootings Patience running out 


ISLAMABAD—P: d 7 ү" 
Bw Tumeur: traced to one man 


e 
day, the military said, The military did not say 
оп Tuesday if the Hatf-VII (Babur) missile is COLORADO SPRINGS— Arvada,” Arvada Police WI urma Sa S 
nuclear;capable but it has previously identified Two shootings at Chris- Chief Don Wick was quot- 9 
itas such the test wovlg.gpasaltdals Pak- tian centers in Colorado ed as saying by the Rocky 
istan’s,strqtegje capabllly andatisagthen na- that left five people dead Mountain News. BANGKOK—THE INTERNA- боп in the intemational commu- — pointment of another general to 
onal security, the military said а зна! тег. were most likely carried Murrays first attack , tional community's “patience is nity” Ban said. act as go-between for the рай: 
‘The Babuziwhich has.ngar-stealth capabili- out by the same man, lo- claimed the lives of two running out" with military. En route to a climate change 05 first lady Laura Bush, an 
ties, is a lowdiying, terrain hugging missile cal media quoting police workers at the Youth With ruled Burma (Myanmar) and conference in Bali, Ban said he outspoken critic of Burma's jun- 
with high fpaqayyerability, pin-point accuracy reported on Monday. а Mission training centerin foot-draggihg over its moves to- would continue with the mission · ta's crackdown on protesters, said 
асе features," t sald. Reuters Forensic evidence found the Denversuburb of Arva- wards democracy, United Na- of his special envoy, Ibrahim on Intemational Human Rights 
i b at the two crime scenes in- da, in the early hours of tions Secretary General Ban Ki- Gambari, to bring the generals to Day the citizens of Burma should 
San Francisco sues ship owners dicated that 24-year-old Sunday moming. Police moon said on Monday. the negotiating table with de- be remembered, 
SAN FRANCISCO—The city filed a lawsuit on Matthew Murray, who was | said Murray had been dis- “1 hope the Burmese authori- tained opposition leader Aung “For nearly 20 years, Burma's 
Monday claiming negligence by the owners shot dead Бу а security missed from the center in ties will take itveryseriously,”Ban San Suu Kyi. military regime has crushed 
and operators of the Hong-Kong-based ship guard after he opened fire 2002 and they were prob- said during a visit to Thailand, Gambari has visited twicesince peaceful dissent and jailed thou- 
that caused last month's ollspillin San Fran- ас the New Ше mega- ing the circumstances sur- where he urged the Association of Septembers bloody crackdown sands of political prisoners,” she 
cisco Bay. The suit brought in San Francisco church in Colorado rounding his sacking. South East Asian Nations against major pro-democracy за ina videoconference with US 
Superior Court by City Attorney Dennis Her- Springs, was behind both Roughly 12 hours after (Asean), of which the former ur- protests in which the UN says up officials and Dr. Cynthia Maung, 
rera alleges the cargo ship's owners and ship attacks. the attack on the mission- ma isa member to playa "special to 4,000 people were arrested фе founder of a clinic along the 
pilot John Cota violated California law by зай- “Within the past 30 min- агу center, Murray opened political role." and at least 31 killed—more ап Thai-Burma border. 
ing the boat under dangerous conditions. Ital- utes, testing has confirmed fire at the New Life church “The people of Burma have suf- three times the junta's official toll. “President Bush and I call on all 
so maintains they failed to respond quickly that the handgun found at іп Colorado Springs, some {егей from isolation for such a Не has held meetings with No- maüons—especlly Burma's 
enough to preventa spill when the ship struck the church in Colorado 120 kilometers away, as long time and itis high time now bel peace laureate Suu Kyi and neighbors—to use their influence 
abridge tower. AP Springs is forensically thousands of people gath- for the Burmese authorities and junta supremo Than Shwe, al- to help bring about a democratic 
linked to shell casings ered at the facility for Sun- peopletobe able toenjoy genuine though so far the only concrete transition,” Laura Bush said. 
Lebanon polls postponed anew found at the crime scene in day worship. AFP democracy and genuine integra- result of his visits has been the ap- Reuters 
BEIRUT—A parliamentary session to elect anew 
president in Lebanon was postponed on Monday . . е e 
Como First regular train service links North, South Korea 
parliament speaker Nabih Berri said. "The office of 2 
the speaker has decided to postpone tomorrow's 
session to next Monday.” a statement said. The DORASAN STATION— summit in October, which ‘Trains made one-off cross- 
postponement was necessary “in order to allow North and South Korea on agreed onavariety ofsweep- border test runs in May in 
for more consultation to agree on the election ofa ‘Tuesday began a regular ing projects to promote what the South hailed as а 
new president forthe country," itadded. AFP train service across their peace and economic engage- highly symbolic event. But 
; a fortified border for the first ment. delays in obtaining safety 
Malaysian floods kill 6 time in over 50 years, inthe The lastregular rail opera- guarantees from the North's 
KUALA LUMPUR—The death toll from latest reconciliation project боп was іп 1951, during the military had delayed the 
widespread floods in Malaysia has risen to sixand between the historic ene- 1950-53 Korean War. launch ofa regular service. 
the number of people evacuated to relief centerin- mies. The hope is that one day Trains are restricted to a 
creased sharply ав heavy rains continued to fall, © А locomotive pulling 10 the railway will also сапу maximum speed of 60 km 
officials and reports said on Tuesday. А 15-year- container trucks loaded with passengers and act as the per hour when traversing the 
old boy is thought to have drowned afterhe went — kerbstones and raw material first link with Europe via the closely guarded frontier. 
‘swimming in a canal in north eastern Kelantan for shoe factories traveled  trans-China and trans-Siberi- “This is a dream come 
state, the official Bernama news agency reported. north across the frontier to an networks. true," said driver Shin Jang- 
Bernama on Sunday had reported five dead and Panmun station near an in- “We are relinking the last Chul, who also drove one of 
three missing in the floods, which have hit three. ter-Korean industrial com- vein that has been severed the trains on the test runs. 
states in the peninsula. 77 АР plex at Kaesong. for 56 years,” said Lee Chul, “Tm happy to drive this 
кы 3 х It later returned to the president of state operator train to the North where both 
School shooting in India South carrying shoes, gar- Когай. my parents were born. [hope 
NEW DELHI—A teenage student was killed on. ments and machinery pro- “It looks like a humble not only cargos but tourists with China. ‘earning about $60 a month pro- 
Tuesday when a classmate opened fre witha re- duced in the Seoul-funded start but this is the first step as well will use this train to Apart from its symbolic value duce clothes, utensils, watches 
volver at a school outside India's captal,anews сотріех just north of the to Europe through the trans- go back and forth.” in linking two nations stilltechni- and other goods for South Kore- 
report said. The shooting took place at a private border. Siberian railway,” he told re- During the summit South cally at war, Seoul hopes the train an firms. Seoul sees Kaesong as a 
boarding school in the suburb of Gurgaon, a se- The daily freight service is porters at Dorasan station, Korea offered help to restore will eventually slash transport model for projects to narrow the 
nior police official, Satish Balan, told the CNN-IBN the first tangible achieve- last stoponthe South Korean the North's dilapidated rail- costs for the factories at Kaesong. huge wealth gap in preparation 
television news station ment of an interKorean side before the frontier. way system up to the border Ѕоте 20,000 North Koreans for eventual reunification. AFP 


THE first regular South Korean cargo train returns from North 
Korea at the Imjingang Station in Paju, north of Seoul, Dec. 1l. seuress 
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US ice storm blacks out 600,000 homes 


OKLAHOMA CITY—A iia STORM CAKED port, about200 fighter сап 
America’s center with a thick layer of ice, blacking рш оп кашы сый аа 
out more than 600,000 homes and businesses, Department оғ ^ Aviation 
and more icy weather was on the way. At least 18 Spokesperson Karen Pride. Fewer 


E й x than a dozen flights a 
deaths in Oklahoma and Missouri were blamed сејей at Midway Арон. and a 


on the conditions, with 15 of them killed on slick handful of fights were delayed 
highwa! about an hour, she said. 
ughways. Ice was as much as 2 1/2 cen- 
А state of emergency was de- the weight of ice and falling тее _timeters thick on tree limbs and 
clared for all of Oklahoma, where branches, the biggest power out- power lines in parts of the region. 
the sound of branches snapping age in state history, and utilitiesin = Schools across Oklahoma were 
under the weight of the ice Missouri said more than 100,000 closed and some hospitals were 
echoed through Oklahoma City homes and business had no pow- relying on backup power genera- 
“You can hear them falling ev- ег there. tors. The Federal Emergency 
erywhere,” Lonnie Compton said “If you do the math, probably Management Agency and the 
‘on Monday as he shoveled ice off опе out of three Oklahomans has Army Corps of Engineers sent 50 
his driveway. no electricity at this point,” said generators and three truckloads 
The National Weather Service Gil Broyles, a spokesperson for of bottled water from Texas to dis- 
posted ice and winter storm Oklahoma Gas & Electric, the tribute to blacked-out areas of 
warnings on Tuesday for parts of state's largest utility: Oklahoma. 
Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, lowa Roughly 11,000 customers were ‘Tulsa International Airport had 
and Illinois. Missouri declared an blacked out in southern Mlinoisand по power for about 10 hours and 
emergency on Sunday and put more than 5,000 had no electric halted flight operations for the 
the National Guard on alert. heat or lights іп Kansas, where Gow. day, and most morning flights at 
Oklahoma utilities said a half Kathleen Sebelius dedared а Will Rogers World Airport in Ok- 
FALLEN tree limbs cover Britton Road after an ice storm in eastern Oklahoma County on Monday, million customers were blacked statewide state of emergency. lahoma City were canceled be- 
Dec. 10. ye outas power lines snapped under At O'Hare Intemational Air- cause oficy runways. AP 


Media tycoon Black sentenced to 6.5 years in n jail Iraq 


CHICAGO—DISGRACED ME- could engage in the conduct you regret that the empire he built rapidly expanded his reach across ; re ects 
dia tycoon Conrad Black was ` engaged in.” It was a spectacular from the ground up had collapsed Ње globe, buying such prestigious 3 
sentenced tosixand ahalfyears fall for the defiant Black, 63, who after he was ousted. titles as the Daily Telegraph, the 
in jail on Monday for raiding his continues to professhis innocence “Ido wish to express very pro- Jerusalem Post and the Chicago 1 US b 
company’s coffers and trying to and vowstoretum to professional found regret and sadness at the Sun-Times. ases 
‘cover up his crime. life despite being found guilty оп severe hardship suffered by allthe Black's willingness to flaunt his A 
“You've committed a very seri- four counts of fraud and one of shareholders, including employ- wealth and privilege, his conser- } s BAGHDAD—IRAQ WILL NEV- 
‘ous crime, Mr. Black,” Judge Amy obstruction of justice. ees, by the evaporation of $1.85 vative views and his buccaneer er allow the United States to 
St Eve told the former media Some of his supporters have billion in shareholder value under business acumen alienated his & keep permanent military bases 
mogul as she imposed the jail portrayed Black as а man be- my successors,” he said. more self-effacing fellow Canadi- ч Ў оп its soil, the government's na- 
term as wel as а fine of trayedbyhisclosestalliesandvic- Тһе judge released him on a ans long before he renounced his < Й tional security adviser has said. 
$125,000. timized by overzealous ргозеси- bond giving him 12weekstosort citizenship to become a British $ “We need the United States in 
Black was also ordered to for- tors. Others have likened him to ош his affairs before reporting di- lord in 2000. : our war against terrorism, we 
feit some $6.1 million to the gov- Orson Welles's film character Citi- rectly to prison, sometimeearlyin Тһе ostentatious Lord Black of Ё need them to guard our border 
emment, some of which could be zen Kane. 2008. , ae sometimes, we need them for 
distributed to victims. Black, whodidnottestifyattri- ^ The son of a wealthy brewery й economic support and we need 
“1 frankly cannot understand al, spoke briefly before his sen- executive, Black bought his first je 3 them for diplomatic and political 
how someone of your stature ... tencingofhisdisappointmentand newspaper in his twenties and statesmen among his friends. AFP BLACK xS Mowaffaq alRubaie 
зай 
“But I say one thing, perma- 
nent forces or bases in Iraq for any 


Malaysia detains Anwar, arrests 12 protesters о 


alist Iraqi.” he said, speaking to 
KUALA  LUMPUR-MALAY. sent shockwaves through the na- for an hour at Kuala Lumpur’sin- rates and a poor economy" An the electoral reform campaign- | Dubai-based al Arabiya television 
sian authorities on Tuesday Чоп. temational airport (KLIA) after immigration spokesperson said ers who were forced to march | іп an interview broadcast late оп 
detained opposition figure Prime Minister Abdullah Ah- returning froma trip to Turkey. © Ве had no knowledge of Anwar’s there on foot after all roads | Monday. 
‘Anwar Ibrahim at the capi- mad Badawi said on Monday he  "Iwasdetainedbyimmigraton detention at the airport, but that leading to the building were ‘The United States has around 
tals airport and arrested at was willing to sacrifice public officials at КИА this morning and names for the blacklistare usually closed off, causing traffic chaos | 160,000 troops in Iraq, officially 
least 12 protesters who de- freedom to maintain national se- wish to state that the authorities provided by police. in Kuala Lumpur. under a United Nations mandate 
fied a ban on handing a реб. curity, justifying the arrests of have placed my name ona Sus Keadilan officials said however Police said 12 people had | enacted after the US-led invasion. 
tion to parliament. dozens of people on charges in- pect blacklist,” he said. that the move was linked tohisin- been arrested, including sever- | #12003. 3 
The incidents were the latest cluding attempted murder and “Ithinkitisasustainedeffortto volvement in the Bersih electoral al members of Anwar's Keadi- Traq formally asked the United 
moves in а government crack- sedition. harass opposition leaders" he reformmovement which staged a lan party and one from the | Nations on Monday to renew that 
‘down onitscritics who have or- Anwar, the former deputy pre- added, describing the crackdown mass rally last November as well hardline Islamic party PAS, | mandate fora year until the end of 
ganized a series of street mierwhobecameavocal govem- as a goverment attempt “to de- as Tuesday's petition protest. while Keadilan said 21 had | 2008 but made clear it would not 
demonstrations that have mentcriticafter being sacked and flect from the core issues of en- Моге than 400 police sur- been detained, including a 13- | extend it beyond next year and 
drawn tens of thousands and jailed in 1998, said he was held demic corruption, high crime rounded the parliament to block year-old boy. AFP | that the mandate could be revoked 


sooneratlraq'srequest. Reuters 


Putin anoints longtime ally Fujimori claims he's 


named First Deputy Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev as his preferred 


FEET as presidential frontrunner innocent of charges 


Successor after the Kremlin leader an SS 
MOSCOW—PRESIDENT VLAD- The nomination followed RTS index rose 1.62 percent to Alberto Fujimori angrily denied 
imir Putin endorsed technocrat months of intrigue over who 2,323.37 points on the news, ordering death squads to kill sus- 
ally Dmitry Medvedev as his suc- would succeed 55-year-old Putin while shares in state-owned pected leftists in Peru's civil war 
cessor on Monday in а surprise whenhestepsdown next year af- Gazprom, the world’s biggest gas as he went on trial on Monday, 
announcement that could clear ter two consecutive terms at the company, shot up three percent. and said he saved the country 
the way for the Kremlin leader head of the nuclear power and Alexei Sidorenko, at фе from the threat of communism. 
to retain power behind the , leading globalenergy exporter. -Moscow Camegie Centre, said “I reject the charges entirely 
throne. “On March 2, 2008; Medvedev that Putin could still allow arrival Tm innocent,” Fujimori shouted 

Putin, whose supportisseenas will become the third president candidate to emerge. “Itsnot the angrily while pointing at a panel 
virtually guaranteeing victory in of Russid,” news site www.gaze- last surprise of this presidential of three Supreme Court judges. 
а March 2, 2008, presidential taruwrote. campaign.” Fujimori, 69, is accused of 
dió ^ election, threw his weight behind Analysts said the choice ofthe However, Kremlin spokesper- sending military death squad to 
|" Bom in Putin's home су, Medvedev, a longtime ally who  baby-faced Medvedev, 42, would son Dmitry Peskovssaid suchade- сапу out the La Cantuta mas- 

St Petersburg : chairs gas behemoth Gazprom help Putin keep his options open velopment was “unlikely. (Putin) sacre, in which 10 people were FUJIMORI 

le 1987 and serves as first deputy prime in retaining authority. quite openly gave his support to snatched from a university, mur- 

Graduates ipm law acy of minister. Options considered most likely one candidate.” dered and buried in a shallow “chronic hypertension.” 
пы c ‘The choice surprised observers for Putin include becoming prime Boris Nemtsov, опе ofthelead- grave in 1992 for allegedly collab- Fujimori faces up to 30 years in 
Bree =- because Medvedev is a relative minister, heading the Kremlin Se- ers of Russia's enfeebled liberal orating with left-wing guerrillas. — prison and $33 million in fines if 
Ее 2% or otiecuringwinjob, Бета! in the Kremlin and unlike curity Council, or even taking opposition, attacked Medvedevs Не is also on trial for two kid- found guilty. The trial is at a police 
ol expert tor St Petersburg town most of Putins allies is not over as chief of anew state com- nomination as “humiliating for nappings and the Barrios Altos barracks where the former presi- 
3 febre laos comme, known to have served in the So- bining Russia and ex-Soviet ге- the people, when the authorities murders in 1991, when 15 people dent is'being held and, is sched- 
lpi99 ^ ^ viet KGB. Although touted in the public Belarus—which Putin is determine who needs to be sup- were gunned down at a family uled to resume on-Wadnesday. 

1899 to Moscow as govements media as a possible successor he due to visit Thursday and Friday. ported,” Interfax reported. barbecue, among them ал &-year- — Fujimori took,pewer in 1990 
chiet of йай i has never suggested he wanted Heading а program of govem- ^ Most observers had been éx- oldboy when a Maoist insurgency known. 
ss 2000 — деж. ment social projects, Medvedevis pecing Putin to give his choice The normally composed Fujimori as the Shining Path was trying to 

ded MER EMEN "d have known him for more “outside the circle of hawkish offi- next Monday when his United appeared tense from the trials tke overthe Andean country. 

етап бериу cit ol stall cing san. 17 years, 1 have worked cialsdominating the Kremlin and Russia party, which swept to а openingsessio andexploded when His supporters say it is unfair to 

ото спайталы with him closely all these years, he owes his entire career to controversial landslide in elec- allowed torespond tothe charges. prosecute a man who ended the 

Selon Caren and I completely and fully sup- Putin. tions last weekend. “As а result of my government, vicious guerrilla war and tamed а 
m2003 st deputy prime minister, POT this candidacy” Putin said — "Medvedev is incapable of Putin took pains to emphasize thehuman rights of 25 million Pe- chaotic economy during his 

Named trs deputy pime minty, Оп state-run Channel One after “forming his own clan and he will the support from Medvedev from  ruvians are respected,” Fujimori decade-long rule, 

Чо tum oi and gas revenu four political parties nominated always need Putin,” Yury Ko- four parties—United Russia, А. yelled. “ifthere were exceptions, Ви human rights activists view 

тсия, е оше Medvedev. rgunyuk, at the Indem Founda- Just Russia, the Agrarians and condemn them, but I didn't not the televised trial as a turning 
быш авы а In Washington the White tion, said. Civic Force. order them.” point in a country long hobbled. 

Wide senas amore iboi oat House shrugged off questions Vladimir Pribylowsky, at the “This gives a chance to create А judge told him to calm by а weak judicial system, im. 

ыы abour the appointment, with Panorama think tank, said the conditions for carrying out down and the afternoon's pro- punity for the powerful, and 
| Мой чен ouse despre spokesperson Dana Perino tellg Medvedev was loyal and “guar- the course that has brought ге. ceedings were canceled when a painful memories of а сый wat 

CANC ин еда reporters it was an “internal” antees Putin the status quo." sults all these last eight Кес court doctor said Fujimori was фаг killed tens of thousands of 

REUTERS D, matter. The Moscow stock market's Putin said. suffering from symptoms of people. ‘Reuters 
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DENISE Dy and Cecil Mami 
points on the way to beating the Malaysian 
pair of Adam Jaya and Jawairiah Noodin in 


the mixed doubles, 6-3, 7-5. 


К LERMA 


JAMES Walsh acknowledges the gallery after 
nailing the men’s 200m butterfly gold. seures 


Filipinos snare 
2 cycling golds 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 
‘Sports Features Editor 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA— 
Parading another star in Fil- 
American JB Walsh, swimming 
matched the two-gold effort by 
cycling as the Philippines fin- 
ished with seven victories Tues- 
day that did little to get the de- 
fending overall champion 
Philippines out of its fifth place 
hole Tuesday in the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games here. 


i Walsh smashed the 
| sixyear-old ЅЕАС 
| record їп ruling the 
men's 200-meter but- 
тегу, then combined 
with Miguel Molin 
J Ryan Arabejo ar 


z= new RP swim sens 
astana gane ton Daniel Coakley 
aiina по secure the sports 


Naion annaa | final gold im the 
а ар men’s 4x100 individ- 
ual medley. That capped the Filipinos’ eight 
victories overall. 

Former bikathon king Victor Espiritu finally 
crashed the winners’ circle for the first time in 
three SEAG by topping the men’s 40-kilometer 
points race late Monday and defending cham- 
pion Alfie Catalan kept his 4km individual 
pursuit title. 

Felicisimo Nierras Jr salvaged а gold for 
athletics in the men's 400 meters, Amaya Paz 
retained her women’s compound individual ti- 
tle in archery and the men's epee squad scored 
anew as the Filipinos boosted their golden har- 
vest to 29 with four days of competition ей. 

But the Filipinos stayed two golds behind 
Malaysia which captured a pair of golds at the 
start of the final swim program to keep fourth 
place, Indonesia was sixth with 25 victories. 

‘As of 8:30 p.m. here (9:30 p.m. in Manila), TIGER WOODS AND HIS LINK AUTOMATIC 
the Thais moved closer to their overall target Wavitapheuercany 
of 120 victories with 97 gold medals. Vietnam 
was glued in second with 46 followed by Sin- 
gapore with 37. 

Walsh shattered by 1.39 seconds the SEAG 
record ‘of 2:01.84 set by Malaysia's Anthony 
Angin 2001 in Kuala Lumpur. 

Molina's individual winning streak earlier 

RP SWIMMERS/ АЗ! 
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By Musong R. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—STEP 
aside wushu, move over athletics. 

Swimming became the new gold 
medal machine of the Philippine con- 
tingent when Miguel Molina and his 
male buddies rewarded the country 
with eight victories as the curtains fell 
on the sport Tuesday in the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games here. 

After winning only four golds back 
home in the 2005 Games, the swim- 
mers doubled that output here with 
the 23-year-old Molina churning his 
way to four victories—three in the in- 
dividual events and one in the relay — 
to cap his most successful stint in 
three editions of the biennial event. 

Now with nine overall wins since 
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Make way for new RP gold machine 


the Vietnam SEAG in 2003, the US- 
based Molina is thinking of retiring 
from the sport with his young team- 
mates here assuring him of their own 
gold-winning ways. 

All in their teens, Ryan Arabejo, 
Daniel Coakley and JB Walsh ac- 
counted for four gold medals 
among themselves with the 18- 
year-old Arabejo striking for two in 
the 200-meter backstroke and the 
1,500 freestyle. 


Swiftest swimmer 

‘Walsh delivered in the 200 butter- 
fly while Coakley, two days short of 
turning 18, crowned himself as the 
swiftest swimmer of them all by rul- 
ing the 50-meter freestyle and break- 
ing the SEAG and national records 


with his time of 22.8 seconds. That 
time also qualified him for the 2008 
Beijing Olympics. 

Together with Molina, the three 
picked up another gold in the 4 x 100 
medley relay with a time of 3:49.28. 


Old 200 freestyle rival 

Molina earlier prevailed in thé 400 
and 200 individual medley and the 
200 breaststroke, the same event 
which he captured two years ago. His 
win in the relay came after he had set- 
tled for third in the 200 freestyle won 
by his old rival Malaysian Daniel 
Bego. 

“I just wanted to keep it close (in 
the breaststroke leg) knowing that 
Walsh and Coakley were unbeatable,” 
said Molina of his strategy in the med- 


ley relay. 

Walsh, 19, clocked 2:00.45 as he 
bounced back from a narrow lose to 
Indonesian Donny Utomo the last 
time around. 


Naturalized swimmers 

Singapore, with the help of natu- 
ralized swimmers from China, 
emerged overall champion with 11 
golds, but RP's eight was a big boost 
as it easily surpassed athletics’ five- 
gold haul and wushu's two golds. 

In the 2007 Manila SEAG, wushu 
garnered 11 golds and athletics nine. 

The Harbour Centre-Philippine 
team shoots for its third straight win 
against Malaysia while the embattled 
lady dribblers go up against their 
Malaysian counterparts Wednesday. 


13 RP finalists defend 


By Recah Trinidad 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—CAN THE 
RP boxing team, which fielded only 
its second-ranked men's squad, up- 
set highly favored Thailand in a 
championship slug-out and help re- 
vive hopes of defending champion 
Philippines finishing at least third 
overall in the 24th Southeast Asian 
Games here? 

‘The 17-strong RP boxing team sent in 
three more winners to make it a total of 
13 boxers—seven men and six wom- 
en—in the gold-medal round, missing 
out in only four weight classes following 
а3-1 charge at the close of the semifinal 
round on Tuesday. 

However, all 13 Filipino finalists will 
be up against top-rated rivals from Thai- 
land's Team A, which was a perfect 17- 
for-17 in moving into the final round 
that starts at the Mueangpug Municipal 
Stadium on Wednesday. 

With 10 fighters already in the finals, 
bantamweight Junel — Cantando 
swamped Quoc Viet Tran of Vietnam, 
20-13, burly lightweight Joegen Ladon 
mauled Malaysian Paulus Paunandes, 
16-3, and light heavyweight Maximino- 
Tabangcora rolled past Laotian Sisoup- 
nanh Lavilaiseng, 13-8, to complete the 
finals cast for the RP team. 

Despite the strong charge, signs of 
what to expect in the men’s division's 
gold-medal slug-out between RP and 
Thailand surfaced yesterday with the 


boxing title vs Thai fo 


es 


THE PHILIPPINES’ Joegin Ladon lands a punch against Paunandes Paulus of Malaysia. 


mandhandling suffered by light fly- 
‘weight Albert Pabila at the hands of Am- 
nat Ruenroeng, 8-18. 

In two earlier bouts against Thai op- 
ponents, welterweight Wilfredo Lopez 
was stopped cold in the first round, while 
flyweight Bill Vicera was overwhelmed 
and outscored in three rounds. 

There's a greater chance of the RP 


women boxers—majority of them 
champions in the 2003 Games—landing 
gold medals in the six finals contest they 
arranged with Thai foes. 

This could not, however, be said of the 
RP men finalists, which were culled 
from the inferior Team B after officials 
decided to pull out fighters that included 
Olympics qualifier Harry Tafiamor. 


With its strong march to the final 
round, hopes are now pinned on the RP 
boxing team to deliver the gold medals 
to boost the RP delegation's desperate 
bid to salvage at least a third-best finish. 
The fielding of a weaker men's squad 
here was seen as one big step backward 
in RP boxing team’s defense of its cham- 
pionship in the biennial Games. 


RP batters eye 3rd win vs Burmese today 


The standings: Thailand 3-0; Philippines 2-0; Indonesia 3-1; 


Myanmar 1-2; Malaysia 1-2; Cambodia 0-4. 
By Ernesto A. Gonzales 


BANGKOK—THAILAND, THE ONLY THREAT TO 
the Philippines’ baseball reign in Southeast Asian 
Games, surged to its third straight victory to grab 
the solo lead with a 6-1 win over Burma (Myan- 
mar) on Tuesday at the Queen Sirikit Sports Cen- 


ter. 


‘The Thais needed a four-run explosion in the 


sixth inning to forge ahead of the Filipinos, who 
are expected to match their 3-0 start against the 
same Burmese squad in the first game of a dou- 
bleheader on Wednesday. 

Malaysia won the day's other match, turning 
back a fighting Cambodian side, 11-7, behind a 
seven-run explosion in the fifth frame. 

The Filipinos were beaten by the hosts in the 
Asian Games last year but rem: 
vorites here as they still have to yield a run while 
amassing a total of 45 in two games that they de- 


0, Monday. 


the solid fa- 


cided after only five innings. 
They got going with a 31.0 blanking of 
Malaysia Friday before whipping Cambodia, 14- 


In contrast, the Thais had to scramble past In- 
donesia, 6-1, although they also humbled the 
Cambodians with an abbreviated 16-0 win. 

After Myanmar, the Filipinos take on the In- 
donesians on Thursday before going up against 
the Thais in an expected winner-take-all show- 
down on Friday. 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—WANT A 
bit of spicy news about the shaky, 
sinking Philippine sports mission to 
this placid, charming capital? 

Malacafiang may not be aware of it, 
but our gallant team of Filipino chefs 
has already pocketed the gold medal 
at the crowded mess hall of the Ath- 
Jetes Village here, 

That medal, being unofficial, can- 
not shore RP up in the rugged race for 
overall honors but, before grizzled 
politicians in the national sports hier- 
archy start passing the buck again, 
please give our chefs and nutritionists 
from University of Santo Tomas and 
College of St. Benilde a round of ap- 
plause. 

‘Take it from Philippine Olympic 
‘Committee president Jose Cojuangco, 
who confirmed that favorite Filipino 
dishes prepared by RP chefs were be- 
ing voraciously patronized by foreign 
contingents. 

In fact, Cojuangco reported with 
unconcealed glee how Filipino ath- 
letes complained about the unavail- 
ability of their favorite native dish- 
es, like adobo and tinola, upon their 
return to the Village from various 
competition fields. 


Bare EYE 


Recah Trinidad 


This only means that Peping Co- 
juangco, or whoever called the 
shots, should send the same RP 
Cooking Team to defend the baker's 
gold in the 2009 Southeast Asian 
Games in Laos. 

Of course, Cojuangco et al have 
bigger things to worry about now 
that the Philippines, the defending 
overall champion, has been forced 
to assume the role of medal scav- 
enger in the current Games. 

This pitiful role was typified by no 
less than the RP chief of mission, 
Rep. Monico Puentevella, who lin- 
gered around the swimming venue 
close to the Main Stadium Monday 
evening praying for at least a couple 
of gold medals. 

Being a very religious person, 
Puentevella, newly returned from a 
European swing with President Gloria 


Big RP gold heroes sizzle in from the kitchen 


Macapagal-Arroyo, was not very sur- 
prised’ when RP swimmers delivered 
not just two, but three shining golds 
from the pool on Monday. 

For the record, Puentevella had told 
members of the Filipino media here 
that, since they had given up the ghost 
of retaining overall title, Her Excellen- 
y, Ms Arroyo, would be glad enough 
with a runner-up finish. 

Or, maybe, even only a third best in 
the overall medal standings. 

His prayers were heard. But 
Puentevella had a rude awakening up- 
on reading the medal tally the mom- 
ingafter. 

The Philippines had slipped to a dis- 
mal fifth overall in the medal stand- 
ings. 

Well, as things stood close to the 
end of competitions on Tuesday, RP 
finishing a poor third behind Thai- 
land and sensational Vietnam could 
be considered commendable. 

The truth, Puentevella confessed, 
was that RP would need a few mi- 
nor miracles in order to achieve a 
third-overall finish in this biennial 
test of lineage and sporting 
supremacy. 

Singapore yesterday appeared 


immovable at third slot, followed by 
resurgent Malaysia. 

А bigger specter was Indonesia, 
previously ranked an also-ran, 
threatening to overtake RP in the 
gold-medal race. 

Naturally, they were „already 
preparing alibis for the impending de- 
bade. 

Puentevella was himself overheard 
as saying funds had been scarce for 
this expedition. 

There was also this wild shot point- 
ing to boxing which, it was said, 
could've helped grandly in the fight for 
medals had it sent its best fighters, in- 
stead of fielding groping members of 
its Class B team. 

All told, this venture which was sup- 
posed to show the right direction RP 
sports had supposedly taken following 
its triumph in the 2005 Games, has de- 
teriorated into another tired, sicken- 
ing diagnosis of national sporting ills. 

The situation was so rotten belea- 
guered RP sports officials have had to 
drum up the selfless, solemn efforts of 
underrated Filipino chefs in the Ath- 
Jetes Village. 

Our biggest heroes out here may yet 
emerge from the kitchen. 
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MOST GOLDS: Miguel Molina celebrates 
after RP’s 4x100 IM relay victory. seris 


Filipino medalists 
(As of Dec. 10, 2007) 
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ended at three as he settled for the bronze in 
the men's 200 freestyle. But he was a winner 
when he plunged into action for the last time 
as the swimmer of the breaststroke leg. 

‘Molina finished with one more victory than 
his golden output in 2005 to become the most 
successful RP campaigner so far. 

Ryan Arabejo, the 200 and 1,500 freestyle 
winner, took care of the backstroke. Walsh 
swam the butterfly and 50m freestyle champi- 
оп Coakley finished off the relay in style. 

Boxing, now under pressure to deliver and 
help avoid an embarrassing finish for the Fil- 
pinos, placed three more fighters in the finals 
fora total of13. 

Experts, however, feel the Filipinos need no 
Jess than knockout wins against their Thai foes 
in the gold medal round starting Wednesday to 
avoid the infamous hometown decision here. 

Bantamweight Junel Cantancio, lightweight 
Joegen Ladon and light heavyweight Maximi- 
‘по Tabangcora completed the cast of RP final- 
ists after light Ву Albert Pabila was eliminated 
by Thai Amnat Ruenroeng, 18-8. 

The other gold medal hopefuls are fyweight 
Godfrey Castro, light welter Jerry Semillano, 
featherweight Orlando Tacuyan, middleweight 
Junie Tizon and female fighters Annie Albania, 
‘Alice Kate Apani, Jouvilet Chilem, Annaliza 
Cruz, Mitchelle Martinez and Ronijen Sofia. 

‘There was mixed results in golf with the 
‘women's team, led by Anya Tanpinco, taking a 
two-stroke lead over Thailand after the first 
round of the 54-hole competition, 143-145. 

But the Рига Cup champion Thais bounced 
back in the men’s division, opening a six-shot 
edge over Indonesia, 422-428, even as the Fil 
{pinos, who led on the first day, tumbled down 


Tanpinco’s 
70 lifts RP 
ladies; men 
drop to 4th 


By Musong R. Castillo 


BONANZA RANCH KHAOYAI—THE 
Philippine men’s team sputtered on the 
second day of golf action in the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games, chalking up just 
a combined 220 to drop out ofthe lead to 
fourth place, now seven behind: the hot 
‘Thailand squad. 

Mark Fernando bounced back from a 
mediocre opening round with a one-un- 
derpar 71 and Ferdinand Aunzo was 
steady with a 72, but the Filipinos had to 
count а 77 by brilliant first-round per- 
former Anthony Fernando for a two-day 
aggregate of 429. 

Saving the day for the Philippines was 
the women's team, which assembled a 
143 built around veteran Anya Tanpinco’s 
70—good for the lead in both team and 
individual plays at the long, windswept 
Bonanza Golf and Country Club here. 

“We all played bad,” Mark Fernando, 
опе of two National Caddies’ Open prod- 
ucts in the all-rookie team, said in Filipino. 
“Atleast we still have time to catch up.” 

So off form were the Filipinos that 
Jonel Ababa, who had а 70 on Monday 
skied to a 79 and failed to count. 

‘Thailand, which won the Putra Cup at 
‘The Country Club in Sta. Rosa, Laguna 
two weeks ago, finished with a flourish 
with its ast three players shooting а com- 
bined seven under in the last three holes. 

Pipatpong Naewsuk finished birdie- 
birdie-eagle for his 66 and К Aphibarmrat 
birdied his last two holes for a 67, which 
cushioned the 75 of Varut Chomchalam, 
who birdied the last hole as well. 


Still in the hunt 

“Ies far from over” said non-playing 
skipper Caloy Coscoluella. "Seven down 
in a team competition is nor that impossi- 
ble to overhaul." 

Naeswuk and Aphibarmat seized the 
lead with 138s, one up on Andik 
Mauludin, whose 71 led Indonesia's 218 
for joint second with Malaysia at 428. 

Malaysia tumed in а 216 on the 
strength of Edmund Au's 70. 

Yuniarto Benita and Hardjito counted 
for Indonesia with 71s, while Malaysia 
drew a 72 from АМ. Nazari and а 74 
from Amli Mohayideen. 

Tanpinco, a member of the silver 
medal-winning Philippine team of 2005, 
actually made the turn at 33 only to drop 
one shot in her final nine holes. She took 
a one-shot lead over P Khongkraphan of 
"Thailand in individual play. 

Chihiro Ikeda backed up Tanpinco 
with a 73 and counted in the country's 
143 while Y Kawinpakom tuned in a 74 
for the second Thailand score for its 145. 

The Philippines threw away Regina De 
Guzman's 77 while Thailand discarded 
the 76 of P Phuntumabamrung as only 
two of the three scores count for team 
play in the 54-hole event, Indonesia was 
in third with a 147 after the 73 of T Juriah 
Suharto and Jaya Lydia Ivana's 74. 
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COUNTRY в з В indonesia 
Thaland 9 87 71 Myanmar 
Vietnam 46 29 54 Laos 
Singapore 37 30 29 Cambodia 
Malaysia 31 29 57 Bund 
Philippines 29 40 60 TimorLeste 


to fourth at 429 with Anthony Femando 
adding a 77 to the 71 of Mark Femando and 
the 72 of Ferdinand Aunzo. 

Nierras, whose father was a former national 
standout in the jumping events, succeeded 
teammate Jimar Aing as 400 champion with a 
time of 46.56. Ernie Candelario, the winner in 
Vietnam in 2004, slumped to sixth in 48.09. 

‘That win gave the athletics team its poorest 
output of four in three SEAGs. The squad 
came up with eight golds in Vienam and nine 
in 2005 back home. 

Paz beat Indonesian Dellie Threesyadinda 
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for the gold, 116-114, while the epee squad won with a team featuring 
Almario Vizcayno, who took over the old slot of actor Richard Gomez, 
Armando Bernal, Wilfredo Vizcayno Jr. and Avelino Victorino. 

But the fencing squads in foil and saber ended up with silvers. 

‘Also setting for the silver were Earl Benjamin Yap in the men’s com- 
pound individual in archery pole-vaulter Deborah Samson and 


‘weightliting’s Renante Briones in the 94 kg. 


nag 


RP swimmers shine again... Nierras ends 


athletics rout 


By Musong В. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAILAND— 
Julius Nierras made up for the shock defeat 
of Danilo Fresnido in the javelin by ruling 
the 400-meter run at the close of the athlet- 
ics competition at the 24th Southeast Asian 
Games here on Tuesday. 

After topping his semifinal heat on Monday, 
Nierras, son of a former national jumper, 
clocked 46.56 seconds in a wild, wild finish to 
nip Jukkatip Pojaroen (46.64) of Thailand for 
his first SEAG gold. 

Muhamad Zaiful Zainal Abiding of Malaysia 
was third in 46.75, while Ernie Candelario, the 
2003 king of this event, was sixth in 48.09. 

Nierras victory put the RP athletics gold 
harvest at five at His Majesty the King's 80th 
Birth Anniversary Stadium here—well short of 
the promised 10 gold medals. 

The heavily favored Fresnido, who was try- 
ing to win for the third straight Games, 
chalked up 68.14 meters in his fourth try and 
settled for second to Thai Sanya Buanthong's 
68.65. Nontach Palanupat made it a Thai 1-3 
after throwing 67.76. 

There were more failures than success on 
the final day for the Filipinos and John Lozada 
as Rene Herrera wound up fifth and sixth, re- 
spectively, in the 1,500-meter finals won by 


Vietnam's Dihn 
Cuong Nguyen in 
3:45.31. 

Merceditas Ma- 
nipol was knocked off 
her 10,000 throne by 
a faststarting Indone- 
зап Triyaningsih, 
who won in 
34:07.35. 

Manipol Чоскей 
35:05.57 with the 
veteran Pa Pa of 
Myanmar finishing 
second in 34.39.98. 

Athletics finished 
with six gold, seven silver and 13 bronze 
medals, a far cry from the nine golds it con- 
tributed to the Philippines’ maiden overall 
romp in Manila two years ago, but respectable 
enough according to Patafa officials, 

“Though we fell a little short of target, Lam. 
very proud of my athletes who fought hard for. 
the country" Patafa head Go Teng Kok, said, 

Filipinos also joined the record-shattering 
frenzy, with Henry Dagmil shading his 2005 
longjump mark of 7.81 with a golden leap for 
7.87 Monday afternoon and Amiel Ferrera 
throwing the hammer to a distance of 60.98 
meters for another new SEAG mark. 


NIERRAS | suivis 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


VICTOR Espiritu (right) tows Stephen Pelaez in the 40km points race. 


Confident 
RP cagers 
clash with 
Malaysians 


GAMES WEDNESDAY 
1 p.m.—Philppines vs Malaysia (W) 
5p.m.—Phllipines vs Malaysia (М) 


By Musong R. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—WITH ITS 
biggest stumbling block out of the way, 
the fancied Philippine men’s basketball 
team starts going through the motions of 
reaffirming its status as king of the sport 
in the Southeast Asian Games. 

‘The Filipinos slug it out with Malaysia at 
5 p.m. Wednesday (6 p.m. Manila time) at 
the Keelapirom Stadium here, and they are 
expected to waltz to their third straight 
blowout win and move within a victory ofa 
title sweep. 

But don't tell that to the coaching staff of 
the well-prepared squad. 

“Our frame of mind remains the same,” 
Junnel Baculi said during a break in prac- 
tice on Tuesday. “We will treat all our oppo- 
nents with respect. We don't want to be 
complacent.” 

Malaysia will come into the game the 
winner of two of its first three games, the 
last a 103-72 bombardment of Cambodia 
‘on Tuesday. 

Васин said that the virtual championship. 
game in the round-robin tournament 
among five countries was between the RP 
five and Indonesia, which the Filipinos 
overwhelmed, 75-49, despite taking it easy 
from late in the third quarter on. 

Before that, the Filipinos, bankrolled by 
the PBIs Harbour Centre squad, tore Cam- 
bodia to shreds, 136-82. 

The Philippines is looking to win an 
eighth straight gold medal in the event 
since 1991. 

“We have been reminding the players 
that they should always go for the kill" 
cage delegation head and Harbour Centre 
owner Mikee Romero said. “There will be 
no letup on our part ший those gold medals 
are around our necks.” 

Meanwhile, the RP women's team tries 
to cling to its wafer-thin chances of bagging 
a first-ever gold in the Games when it clash- 
ез also with Malaysia in the 1 p.m. aperitif. 
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Catalan, Espiritu 
ag cycling golds 


By Musong R. Castillo 


‘NAKHON RATCHASIMA—ALFIE CATALAN WON THE PHILIPPINES’ THIRD 

cycling gold i in the 24th Southeast Asian Games Tuesday night after ruling 

the men's individual pursuit at the velodrome of the His Majesty the King's 
80th Birth Anniversary Main Stadium here. 


Aboard a P120,000 bike, the 25-year- 


old Catalan was timed four minutes and 
48.230 seconds for the 4,000-meter race, 
an effort that left no doubt that he won the 
gold unlike Monday night when Victor Es- 
piritu agonized before winning the 40-km 
points race. 


‘Amir Mustafa Rusli of Malaysia was sec- 


ond to Catalan, the pre-event favorite, in 
4:49.594, while Pprojo Wasejo of Indone- 
sia was the bronze medalist at 4:50.873. 


“This is for the country" Catalan told re- 


porters in Filipino. 


‘The cycling delegation already sur- 


passed its two-gold harvest in Manila two 
years ago and continued to improve, with 
Joey Barba sparking a Philippine charge 
‘on Thursday by upending a Thai ace in the 
downhill mountain bike race. 


Espiritu, who had a total of 88 points, 


wemuee Һай to wait for almost an hour after the 


race late Monday night as Philippine team 
officals battled it out with jurors because 
ofa seeming attempt to rob the Filipino of 
hiswin. 

Catalan's gold was the second in as 
many days for cycling and its third for the 
Philippines in these Games counting Bar- 
als breakthrough downhill championship 
last week. 

The 33-year-old Espiritu had waited 10 
years fora second SEA Games gold. 

“How sweet it is,” Espiritu, the Tour 
Pilipinas champion last summer, said in 
Filipino, “This is even sweeter than my first 
win. I've waited so long for this.” 

In the 1997 Jakarta Southeast Asian 
Games, Espiritu handily topped the indi- 
vidual time trials. 

who won the Marlboro Tour in 
1996, turned back two Thais for the gold: 
Prajak Mahawong grabbed the silver with 


One successful 
shot at victory, 
thousand reasons 

to claim fame 


} NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THE 
| country’s latest swimming sensation 
could have made a splash even in 

the Olympics. 

Daniel Coakley shattered the. 
Southeast Asian Games record in 
the 50-meter freestyle by clocking 
22.80 seconds, a mark that also 
turned out to be the eighth-best 
clocking in the finals of the 2000 
Sydney Olympics. 

“Tm simply overjoyed; that’s all 1 
can say" said Coakley after captur- 
ing the gold in the only individual 
event the Fil-Hawaiian joined in the 
24th SEA Games. 


Hawaiian father 
Coakley, whose father is Hawaiian 
and mom is Filipino, accomplished 
the milestone three days short of his 
18th birthday on Dec. 13 
The feat also earned the 6-foot-1 
|| goskieya trip to the 2008 Bejing 


Olympic Games after meeting the 
Class B qualifying mark of 23.13 to 
join the elite ranks of teammates 
Miguel Molina, Ryan Arabejo and 
James Walsh. 

“What Daniel did was awesome,” 
said coach Pinky Brosas, a 1972 Mu- 
nich Olympics veteran. "That was 
all pure talent.” 


Yldefonso great grandson 

Coakley, the lean and chinky- 
eyed great grandson of only Filipino 
double Olympic medalist Teofilo 
Yidefonso, erased the two-year-old 
record of 23.76 seconds set by 
Ronald Guiriba not once, but twice, 
on the same day. 

Before his gold-winning perfor- 
mance, Coakley registered 23.08 
seconds in the morning heats. 

"Even coach Jake Poppel fell off his 
seat when he saw what Daniel did, 
Brosas said, referring to the Ameri- 


DANIEL COAKLEY: Surprise package 


can swimming coach of the Arkansas 
University Razorbacks, who also han- 
Фе Arabejo at Bolls High School. 


Virtual unknown 

Brosas disclosed he even debated 
with swimming chief Mark Joseph 
on Coakley's inclusion in the lineup 
since the virtual unknown teen was 
competing in only one event. 

“In the end, I prevailed because I 
believe in this guy” said Brosas. 

Even before his national team 
and ЕАС debut, Coakley, a recent 
Kealakehe High School graduate, 
also owns the Hawaiian age-group 
freestyle records in the 9-10, 11-12 


and 13-14-year-old brackets. 


и 


DOWN THE HILL 
RUBILEN Amit takes 
aim at the cue ball 
during her women’s 8- 
ball semifinal match 
against Sant 

Suekul of Thailand, 
 Amit's bid to defend 
her double-gold feat 
from the previous SEA 
Games came apart. 
after she bowed to the 
Thai, in the decisive. 
rack that broke hill- 
hill tie. метин 


83 points and Thanawat the bronze (74). 

Espiritu sprinted away right from the 
start and with teammates Stephen Pelaez 
and Ronald Gorrantes providing splendid 
defensive help, he overlapped the entire 
field twice. 

Marites Bitbit, who settled for the 
bronze medal in the m intain bike cross- 
country and road's in. ‘dual time trial 
was still seeing action in_ > women’s 30- 
km points race mint late Tuesday evening, 

Cydings other medals came from Euse- 
bio Quiñones (silver in men's cross-coun- 
try) and the bronze medals of Niño Surban 
in men's cross-country and Jan Раш 
Morales in track's 1-kilometer. 

Espiritu said his win Monday was made 
possible because of his vast experience 
culled from a national pool stint that start- 
ed when he was a junior rider in 1992. 

“Our event is hard to predict because it 
depends on our condition," Espiritu said in 
Filipino. "Maybe I'm in top form or maybe 
Tm simply lucky” 

Espiritu is currently looking forward to. 
"Thursday's road race, where he will team 
‘up with Warren Davadilla, Irish Valenzuela 
and Lloyd Reynante. 


Hurting 


| Toni hopes 


3rd time's 
a charm 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—NERLYN 
Huinda got a chance to prevent a 
gold shutout for the Filipinos in pen- 
cak silat by beating the reigning 
world champion in the under 60 kg 
division on Monday. 

The 5-foot-4 fighter from Roxas City, 
also the winner in the under 50 kg class 
in 2003, eliminated Malini Mohamad 
of Malaysia, 3-2, to reach the finals 
against Thailand's Noytapa Jundarat 


my best,” said Huinda, the 
last Filipino standing from an original 
13-man squad. 

A third straight gold in her third 
tournament in three months. 

Still hurting after securing ап 
Olympic berth in a qualifying tourna- 
ment in Vietnam last month, that target 
remains within reach for Marie An- 
toinette Rivero when taekwondo starts 
at the Vongchavalitkul University here. 

Rivero is one of five defending cham- 
pions expected to again shine for the 
taekwondo squad that won six times in 
Manila two years ago on top of five sil- 
vers and one bronze. 

‘The other previous winners are ban- 
tamweight Tshomlee Go, finweight 
John Paul Lizardo, featherweight 
Kirstie Elaine Alora and women’s ban- 
tam Esher Marie Singson. 

Go clinched an Olympic slot during 
the world qualifiers last September in 
England, where Rivero also competed 
and barely missed securing a berth. 

Rivero first became a SEAG champi- 
‘on in 2003, then made it to the 2004 
Athens Olympics and last year's Asian 
Games in Doha, Qatar. 

‘Also seeing action today are wom- 
en’s heavyweight Catherine Bunyi, 
women's middleweight Criselda Roxas, 
heavyweight Michael Alejandrino, 
middleweight Alex Briones and welter- 
weight Ernesto Mendoza. 


Amit crashes out; water polo, rugby teams settle for silver 


By Musong R. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—RUBILEN 
Amit failed in her bid for another 
golden double on Tuesday after get- 
ting knocked out in the semifinals of 
the women’s 8-ball singles at the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games at the Sima 
‘Thani Hall here. 

The 28-year-old Amit, who scored a 
sweep of the 9- and 8-ball singles in 
Manila in 2005 and who on Sunday re- 
peated in the 9-ball, was upset by home 
bet Santhinee Jaisuekul in а hil-hil 
game, 7.6. 

Jaisuekul was set to clash with thean- 


geliclooking Indonesian, Angeline 
Magdalena Ticoalu, Amit’s 9-ball finals 
‘victim, for the gold late Tuesday night. 

Ticoalu, who bungled a 5-2 lead 
against Amit in the 9-ball finals on Sun- 
day, took out Filipina Mary Ann Basas, 
7-2, before bundling out second-seeded 
Zeet Huey Chai of Singapore, 7-4, in the 
semis. 

In men’s action, former double world 
champion Ronnie Alcano won his ver- 
sion of a hill-hill game and advanced to 
the semifinals of the men’s 8-ball singles 
after a 9-8 nipping of Lian Han Toh of 
‘Singapore. 

‘The 35-year-old Alcano, who won the 


‘World 9-Ball in 2006 in Manila, will next 
face WPC veteran Ibrahim Bin Amir of 
Malaysia in the final four Bin Amir 
scored a similar 9-8 decision of Indone- 
sian Ricky Yang. 

Meanwhile, the Philippine men's wa- 
ter polo team drew with Thailand on 
Thursday, 10-10, and settled for the sil- 
ver medal behind Singapore. 

Ending up with a plus-24-point goal 
difference, the Filipinos bested the In- 
donesians, who scored 57 goals but 
gave up the same number for the 
bronze. 

It was a respectable finish for the wa- 
ter polo squad, whose feat was duplicat- 


ed by the rugby team made up mostly of 
Filipino-Australians. 

The Filipino rugby team found the 
‘Thais too slippery in the second half of 
the gold medal match also Tuesday, be- 
ing blanked in the period to lose, 28-14 
at the Suranaree Camp Stadium. 

Warongkom Khankoet scored three 
of the four Thai goals, with the other 
coming from Parwej Jarounapat as 
Thailand overwhelmed the Philippines 
for another golden performance. 

Starter Garet Holgate and Oliver 
Saunders scored the two Philippine 
points in the first half as the Filipinos 
Jooked headed for an upset win by hold- 


ing the Thais to a 14-14 tie. 

The Philippines also got the goods 
from Saunders in a 12-7 semifinal victo- 
ту over Malaysia, while Thailand ad- 
vanced to the gold medal match by 
making short work of Indonesia, 24-7. 

Inbadminton, the mixed doubles pair 
of Kennie and Кеппіеуіс Asuncion 
marched into the quarterfinals after 
sweeping the Viemamese tandem of 
Hoang Hai Nguyen and Thi Quynh Mai 
Phi, 21-19, 21-9. 

The Asuncions, ranked 24th in the 
‘world, next face the second-ranked In- 
donesian team of Flandy Limpele and Vi- 
ta Marissa for a place in the semifinals. 


Аз: 


Mavs whip Knicks 
as Dirk waxes hot 


NEW YORK—DIRK NOWITZKI SCORED A SEASON-HIGH 36 POINTS 
to steer the Dallas Mavericks to a 99-89 win over the New York Knicks 


‘on Monday. 

Nowitzki hit 14 of 23 field-goal 
attempts, including three of five 
three-pointers, and was five of sev- 
en from the line as the Mavericks 
continued their domination of the 
Knicks. 

He had 15 points in the first quar- 
ter to propel the Mavericks to a 28- 
19 lead. 

“T was fortunate enough to find 
my rhythm very quickly,” Nowitzki 
told reporters. "In the last couple of 
weeks, my jumper didn’t really feel 
great. I didn't have a lot of really 
good looks." 

Josh Howard added 22 and Jerry 
Stackhouse had 13. 

But Dallas coach Avery Johnson 
was not happy with how some of 
the other Mavericks played as Dal- 
las blew a large portion of a 23- 
point third quarter lead 

“The last three minutes in the 
third quarter were absolutely pa- 
thetic,” Johnson told reporters. “We 
had some guys in there that let the 
team down, and we had to go back 
with Dirk, but give the Knicks some 
credit.” 

Zach Randolph scored all 24 of 
his points in the second half to pace 
New York. He also had 11 re- 
bounds. 

Jamal Crawford added 19 and 
Fred Jones 16 for the Knicks, who 
lost their third successive game. 

The Knicks played without point 
guard Stephon Marbury. Не contin- 
ues to mourn the recent death of his 
father. 

As usual with the Knicks, basket- 
ball was only part of the story. 
Madison Square Garden and Knicks 
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Howard was just 6-of-14 from the 
free throw line. 

Anthony Johnson had 15 points 
and five assists for Atlanta, and 
Smith added four blocks and five 
assists. 

In Philadelphia, Andre Iguodala 
scored 16 points and Andre Miller had 
17 points and 12 assists for the 76ers, 
who led by as many as 31 points in 
their third straight victory, a 100-88 
pasting of the Houston Rockets. 

Willie Green scored 20 points for 
the Sixers. 

Houston's Tracy McGrady scored 
12 points before leaving the game 
in the second half with a sprained 
right ankle. Bonzi Wells scored 24 
points, Luther Head had 18 and Yao 
Ming 12 for the Rockets. 

Kyle Korver's three-pointer capped 
2152 run that helped the Sixers take 
2 56-42 lead into halftime. 


THOMAS: Case settled ” 


coach Isiah Thomas reached an 
$11.5 million settlement in the sex- 
ual harassment case brought by for- 
mer team executive Аписа 
Browne Sanders. 

In Orlando, Florida, Josh Smith 
had 25 points and a season-high 16 
rebounds and Joe Johnson scored 
24 points as the Atlanta Hawks won 
their third straight NBA game, 98- 
87, over the Orlando Magic. 

The Hawks led for all but the 
opening 90 seconds, and held Or- 
lando's prolific three-point shooters 
in check almost all game. Orlando 
shot a season-low 39.7 percent. The 
Hawks capitalized on 19 Magic 
turnovers for 29 points. 

Hedo Turkoglu led Orlando with 
22 points, while Dwight Howard 
had 14 points and 18 rebounds. 


In Phoenix, Dwyane Wade scored 
10 of his 31 points in the final four 
minutes and the Miami Heat ended its 
longest road trip of the season with a 
117-113 vietory over the Suns. 

The Heat, in their sixth game 
away from home in nine days, had 
double-digit leads in all four quar- 
ters to beat Phoenix for the first 
time in three seasons. 

Udonis Haslem added 21 points, 
‘Shaquille O'Neal had 18 and Dorell 
Wright 16 as the Heat put six play- 
ers in double figures and shot 59 
percent to win consecutive games 
for the first time this season. 

The Suns made five three-point- 
ers, three by Grant Hill and two by 
Steve Nash, in the final 1:10 but 
could get no closer than 111-108. 

Hill Raja Bell Shawn Marion 
and Amare Stoudemire all scored 
19 points for Phoenix. AP Reuters 


FOXBOROUGH—LONG AFTER A 
future Hall of Fame quarterback un- 
dressed him in front of a national au- 
dience, with touchdown bombs over 
his head and verbal bombs inches 
from his face, young Pittsburgh safe- 
ty Anthony Smith stood at his stall in 
the hush of the muted Steelers lock- 
er room yesterday and was offered a 
chance to rewrite history. 

Smith isthe second-year player who 
boldly—and — foolishly—guaranteed 
the Steelers would win yesterdays 
game against New England, which 
streaked to a 13-0 start and is eyeing a 
perfect NFL elimination record. 

“Anthony” a journalist asked him, 
just minutes after New England shred- 
ded his team, 34-13, by scorching the 
secondary for 399 passing yards and 
four touchdowns, "If you could do it 
‘over, would you guarantee the win 
again?” 

“Yes,” he answered. "I come out ev- 
егу game to win. In this league, if you 
walk into an arena planning to lose, 
you're not a guy anyone will want to 
play with." 

In theory, he is correct. But Smith 
not only heaped undue pressure on 
himself with his misplaced arrogance, 
he also juiced a weary Patriots team 
that had played three consecutive 


Against Patriots, it’s wise to keep mouth shut 


NEW ENGLAND quarterback Tom Brady and the rest of the Patriots know 


how to juice themselves up at the slightest sign of direspect. т 


night games and was, quite frankly, 
looking a bit vulnerable in the wake of 
tight wins over Philadelphia and Balti- 
more. 

Yet nobody can match New Eng- 
lands ability to take the slightest per- 
ceived disrespect and transform it into 
amajor—and personal—injustice. The 
Patriots relied on this tactic in Super 
Bowl XXXIX when loudmouth receiver 
Freddie Mitchell belittled their sec- 
ondary. They worked themselves into 
a lather during last season's playoffs 
when San Diego star Shawne Merri- 


man predicted the Chargers would 
face the Jets, because they would beat 
the Patriots. 

The latest victim of their motivation- 
al frenzy is Smith, the former Syracuse 
star whose aggressive defensive style 
was expertly exploited by the Patriots. 

“We knew he plays that way, so we 
put some stuff to take advantage of 
that,” said receiver Jabar Gaffney. 

“Lesson learned,” said comerback 
Ellis Hobbs. “A hard lesson learned." 

“Tve said some things Ive regret- 
ted,” Hobbs added, "but nothing 


where I've gotten the whole East Coast 
ready for you, saying, ‘Come on over 
here so we can slap you around.” 

There's no doubt the Patriots target- 
ed Smith Sunday He was covering 
Randy Moss when Brady found him in 
the back of the end zone for the first 
touchdown of the day. As the quarter- 
back ran to congratulate his receives, 
he turned and delivered some choice 
words to the safety. 

“I don't care to repeat them, espe- 
cially if my mother reads it,” Brady 
said. “She wouldn't be very happy with 
what I said." 

Brady exploited Smith again on the 
very next offensive series. He faked the 
hand-off to Laurence Maroney and 
watched with glee as the safety came 
up to help stop the run, then got 
burned on Brady's 63-yard bomb to 
Moss. Asked if he intentionally called a 
play to embarrass the kid, Brady an- 
Swered, “No, he just ended up being in 
the right place at the right time.” 

‘And then he burst out laughing, 

165 interesting to revisit the com- 
ments from New England earlier in the 
‘week, when most of the Patriots pro- 
fessed indifference over Smith's com- 
ments. Now we know better. He ticked 
this team off, and it was hell bent on 
makinghimpay NYT News Service 


F1: Ex-champion Alonso back with Renault 


MADRID, SPAIN—AFTER AN UNSET- 
ted season marked by infighting and 
controversy, Femando Alonso capped 
2007 on a positive note. 

The two-time Formula One world 
champion agreed to a two-year contract 
with Renault that puts him back behind 


FILIPINO Joegin Ladon connects against Paunandes Paulus of 


the wheel of the French team where he 
achieved his greatest success. 

"Lam delighted to be returning to Re- 
nault,” Alonso said in a statement on 
Monday. “This is the team where I grew 
upasa driver in Formula One." 

Alonso is moving on after a turbulent 


season at McLaren, where the 26-year- 
old Spaniard was released from his 
three-year contract last month after 
publicly falling out with team boss Ron 
Dennis. 

The rocky relations—caused by Den- 
nis refusal to give Alonso No. 1 status 


Over rookie driving parmer Lewis 
Hamilton—eventually led to a spy scan- 
dal that cost McLaren $100 million and 
all of its constructors’ championships 
points. 

Alonso will partner another rookie in 
Nelson Piquet Jr. at Renault. AP 
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ijing or 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAILAND— 
Southeast Asian athletes are honing their tra- 
] ditional agility and speed with feet, fists and 
wrists in hopes of snatching medals in at least 
{ four sports at next year's Beijing Olympics. 
1 World class performances at the current 
4 Southeast Asian Games, the regional warm- 
up for the Olympics, are again coming, or ex- 
pected, in badminton, taekwondo, boxing and 
weightlifting. 
Champions like Thailand's Manus Boon- 


"den 


MIAMI Heat guard Dwyane Wade (center) soars to the E against the defense of Phoenix 
standouts Leandro Barbosa (left) and Raja Bell in their game yesterday. ГА 


SPORTSWATCH 


Batawang-Solis finally set 
FILIPINO BERT BATAWANG'S CRACK AT 
IBF junior flyweight champion Ulises Solis" 
title will headline the "Golpes de Poder" 
fight card put up by Zanfer Promotions оп 
Dec. 15 at the Auditorio Benito Juarez de 
Guadalajara in Jalisco, Mexico. 

‘According to Guillermo Brito Ro- 
driguez of Zanfer Promotions, the card 
will include the nine other fights. 

Batawang, along with trainer Jeremiah 
Quijano and manager Sammy Gello-ani, 
left for Los Angeles the other day, and is 
slated to fly to Guadalajara, Mexico to- 
day. While in LA, Batawang will work out 
at Freddie Roach's Wild Card Gym. 

"Lam going to Mexico to knock him 
(Solis) out," Batawang said in a press 
conference. 

Salven Lagumbay, Contributor. 


SJC ‘Rambulan’ continues 
FAST-PACED ENCOUNTERS RESUME 
today at San Juan Coliseum via the second 
round of eliminations in the Pamaskong 
Rambulan 6-cock derby, featuring more 
than 70 fights. 

This five-day cockfight spectacle (Dec. 
10, 12, 15, 17 and 19) has a guaranteed 
prize of P3 million and an entry fee of 
P11,000. 

Meanwhile, the 125K Fastest Win Ulutan 
unfolds on Friday, Dec. 15. The Super An- 
gels 4-cock derby, meanwhile, fires off on 
Dec. 22 


‘Salpukan’ round 2 up 

ROUND TWO OF PAMASKONG SALPUKAN 
6-cock derby gets going today at the 
Makati Coliseum with more than 70 en- 
‘counters lined up. 

Three more elimination rounds will be 
staged on Dec. 17, 19 and 22, according. 
to hosts Lito Orillaza, Rudy Salud and 
William Co. 

The winners will get more than P4 mil- 
lion in total prizes. For details, call 
8963545, 8956475 and 4898828. 


bust 


Of the 133 medal-winning 
countries, Indonesia ranks 52nd 
in the all-time summer Olympic 
medals race with five golds. Thai- 
land stands 57th, Philippines at 
74, Malaysia at 93, with Singa- 
pore and Vietnam both at 121. 

The Philippines, which last 
managed an Olyinpic medal in 
1996, fields a strong taekwondo 


У 
NAKHON RATCHASIMA 


their biennial event to greater ad- 
vantage and didn't dilute already 
limited budgets by supporting 
non-Olympic sports. 

There are 26 official Olympic 
sports. The current Southeast 
Asian Games is staging 43, in- 
cluding petanque, lawn bowls, 
ballroom dancing and snooker. 


squad and stands а chance in box- 


"They are just running 
around chasing medals at these 


jumnong, a boxing gold medalist at Athens, 
and Indonesia's Taufik Hidayat, the bad- 
minton singles winner at those games, are 
preparing to defend their crowns in 


Games—quantity not quality—rather than 
really focusing on preparing for the 
Olympics," he said. “We don't have a long 
range vision.” AP 


Malaysia during their -60kg semifinal boxing match. Although Ladon 
lost on points, boxing is seen as one of the brightest Philippine 
Olympic medal hopes. a 


Santiparb Tejavanija, former head of the 
Sports Authority of Thailand, maintains 
Southeast Asians could fare benter if they used 
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RP karatedo THE 4TH ASIAN PACIFIC GOJU-KAI a $ b 
bets snare 3 E KARATE-DO С PIONSHIPS 5 о anners 
gold medals 


MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIA- к 
tion for the Advance of Karate- 
do (AAK) Team Philippines re- ү 


cently harvested medals, in- 
cluding three golds, in separate 


competitions in Hong Kong last A ° 
month. 

Norman Montalvo won the 4 5 
gold over a Taiwanese fighter in d 


the kumite -55kg event of the 

11th Asia Pacific Shitoryu Karate- 

do Championships held at the By Roy Luarca pleased with So's rapid rise and 
Shek Kip Mei Park Sports Center = . wants to give him maximum ex- 
on Nov. 24-25. wr po TE z " SO YOUNG YET SO GOOD, posure. 

‘Montalvo likewise took а  ATRIUMPHANT stint for the Philippine team to the 4th Asian Pacific Goju-Kai karate-do championships Wesley So will again be tested — Pichay said he will also nori- 
bronze in men's kata after losing when he spearheads a Philip- nate So to be the Philippine 
in the semifinals to world champi- ryu Championships were bronze (-60kg men's kumite). Murillo (15-17 kumite), Montalvo pine squad bound forthe Asian  Sportswriters Association's "Ath- 
оп Takashi Katada of Japan. medalists Gerardo Rodrigo Тһе other bronze medalists (-55kg men's kumite), Mafialac (- Chess Team Championships іп lete of the Year” for 2007. 

In the 4th Asia Pacific Gojuckai Anonas (-60kg kumite) and Oliver were Jordon Craig Guevera (8- 70kg men’s kumite) and Ana Eca- Visakhapatnam, South India, “So's accomplishment in the in- 
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Harbour Road Sports Center last weight). (12-14 kata), Regina Gabriele mite). Now the worlds scene is unprecedent- 
Nov, 14-19, Raissa Mikaela Ve- Flores settled for the silver Torres (9-11 kata), Rebecca Torres Тһе AAK is the lone local asso- youngest Grandmas- ed” said Pichay. 
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Flores ruled thé 8-and-underkata. Cyril Torres (12-14 kumite) Joseph Louie Jacinto Miranda Federation and the International board ^ assignment at age 14 years, one 

Other top finishers in the Shito- and Gerardo Rodrigo Anonas (15-17 kumite), Carlo Martin Karatedo Gojukai Association, over fellow GMs Ro- C, month and 28 days 
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were ай members of 
and Chinese and entries from the the RP men’s team that landed 
former Soviet Republics in the 44th in the 2006 Turin Chess 
tournament set Jan. 2-11. Olympiad. Paragua manned the 

So, who became a full-fledged top board then with Torre and An- 
GM during the recent third Pros- tonio playing board 2 and З and 


E Ano l, AL ing and scored pivotal points to sumption Antipolo. am, high school (developmen- 
ЕРА the Philippines president Ріфауіѕ place in the Turin Olympiad. 
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Exports jumped 10.5% in Octob 


Peso now 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO YESTERDAY EXTENDED 
its gains to a new seven-and-a-half 
year high of 41.40 alongside a region- 
al currency market perked up by the 


10-month total at $41.85B 


ago as companies around the globe started building up 
their inventories in anticipation of higher demand dur- 


ing the holidays. 
in September, exports grew by 
only 4.6 percent year-on-year. 


posted a growth of 9.4 percent to 
$2.87 billion. Electronics are the 


“The last quarter of the year nor- 


dustries of the Philippines Inc. 

The latest figure brought total ex- 
ports for the first 10 months of the 
year to $41.85 billion, up by 5.44 
percent from the same period last 
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By Michelle V. Remo 
at 41. 40 TOT mally records the highest growth Fe SALT ERT 
THE COUNTRY’S EXPORTS GREW AT A FASTER PACE for the electronics sector because of " d 
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rise of the Chinese yuan as well as ex- The accelerated rise in exports in country’s major export products, year. 
pesoyes | October was accounted for largely accounting for 61.8 percent of the However, the 10-month cumula- As of5 pam., Dec. 11, 2007 
by the electronics sector, which total earnings for the month. EXPORTS/B6 Е = 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


GLOBAL BANKING GIANT CITI- 
'group Inc. sees the Philippine 
„economy growing by 6.8 per- 
cent next year and 7.6 percent in. 
2009 on the back of an invest- 
ment recovery and buoyant do- 
mestic demand. 
"We expect an upbeat private 
investment cycle over the next 
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Sees investment recovery and buoyant domestic demand 


two years to be supported by 
sustained public investment 
and favorable financial market 
setting,” Citi said in its Asla-Pa- 
cific outlook for 2008. 

The US-based financial соп- 
glomerate also said that while 
the US property downturn and 
rising oil prices 
were causing finan- 
cial stress in the re- 
gion, the global 
economy had other 
sources of те. 
silience. Global 


structural adjustments follow- 
ing the US mortgage fallout 
were also seen happening by 
next year, thus paving the way 
for an export recovery in the 
Philippines by 2009. 

“The US economy enjoys 
strong productivity growth, the 
absence of significant industry 
imbalances outside the housing 
sector, and strong balance 
sheets for both corporate and 
households. Strong financial 
positions should limit vulnera- 
bility of (employment) and 
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business spending to tightening 
credit conditions,” Citi said. 

Another source of strength 
seen for the global economy is 
the process of sustained high 
growth that has been estab- 
lished in core emerging 
economies like China and India. 

In the Philippines, Citi said 
domestic demand should like- 
wise remain buoyant over the 
2008-09 forecast horizon with 
an average gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth of at 
least 7 percent—especially with 
rising infrastructure spending 
and further policy interest rate 
easing by the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas. 

For this year, Citi expects the 
country’s GDP growth at 7.1 per- 
cent following the robust perfor- 
mance in the first nine months, 


notwithstanding weaker export 
output in the third quarter. 

The report said the combina- 
tion of an export recovery and 
investment peaking in the sec- 
ond half of 2009 would proba- 
bly generate GDP growth of 
close to 8 percent in the third 
and fourth quarter of 2009. 

СОР deemed as the single 
most important economic indi- 
cator, refers to the total amount 
of goods and services produced 
by the domestic economy in a 
given period. 

Citi said real investments in 
the country would likely grow 
by 10.7 percent next year and 
further by 14.5 percent in 2009. 

As a share of GDB real invest- 
ments were seen to peak slight- 
ly below 19 percent in 2009 
from the prevailing 17 percent. 


6% growth for RP in next 2 years 


(During the Philippine Develop- 
ment Forum early this year, 
multilateral and bilateral credi- 
tors called for an increase in the 
investment ratio to 20 percent 
to make a dent on the fight 
against poverty.) 

Citi said construction, on the 
back of strong public invest- 
ment, should lead the way 
among the investment indus- 
tries as the sector would likely 
post growth of 15-20 percent 
over the next two years. 

"This and a stronger pace of 
domestic consumption should 
put pressure on the capacity uti- 
lization of domestic-oriented 
manufacturing industries that 
may help jumpstart a capex 
(capital expenditure) cycle," 
Citi said. 

The bank said business capital 
spending on durable equipment 
could rise by 10 percent in 2009 
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4-yr bond rate falls to 5.87596 


By Michelle V. Remo 
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risk-free securities pulled down the 
rate of the 4-year treasury bonds by 
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ment securities auction for the year. 

Therate for the 4-year bonds last 
stood at 6.965 percent in the July 
10 auction. 

The Bureau of the Treasury said the. 
drop in the 4-year bond rate was due 
to high demand for the debt paper, as 
shown by the P18.84 billion worth of 
bids that exceeded the govemment's 
debt offering of only P7 billion. 

The government accepted P7 bil- 
lion worth of bids as it did not see 
any need to borrow more than the 
scheduled amount. 

Last October, the 
government generat- 
ed P58.5 billion in 
additional revenues 
from the sale of its 
remaining — 60-per- 
cent stake in PNOC- 
Energy Development 
Corp. This was on 
top of the estimated 
P43 billion raised 
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Finance Undersecretary Roberto Тал 
said privatization resulted in a strong 
cash position for the government. 

The sizable appetite for the 
bonds was attributed partly to the 
anticipated move of the US Federal 
Reserve to cut its key policy rate in 
its meeting yesterday. The market 
expects the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas to also implement a rate cut to 
prevent a widening of the interest 
rate differential 

‘The ВЗР overnight borrowing rate 
currently stands at 5.5 percent while 
the US Fed rate is at 4.5 percent. Both 
central banks are seen to cut their 
rates by a quarter percentage point. 

Some analysts said the BSP 
would not allow a widening of the 
interest rate differential to prevent 
the peso from appreciating further. 
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Iflocal interest rates are significant- 
ly higher than that of the US Fed 
rate, this would encourage more 
dollar investments into the Philip- 
pines, thus resulting in higher de- 
mand for and subsequent apprecia- 
tion of the peso. 

‘Acut in the BSP’s key policy rates 
influence interest rates on govern- 
ment securities to drop as well. 
Banks are therefore encouraged to 
buy more treasury bonds prior to а 
rate cut by the BSP 

“Banks are already positioning 
given the expected decision of the 
Fed to cut its rate and the BSP's re- 
action to it," Finance Undersecre- 
tary Roberto Tan said in a briefing 
after the auction. 

Tr was earlier reported that the gov- 
emment's borrowings as of the first 10 
months of the year 
stood at P410.47 bil- 
lion, already exceed- 
ing the full-year pro- 
gram of P380.95 bil- 
lion. Officials earlier 
said the excess bor- 
rowings were parly 
due to the govem- 
ment’ issuance of re- 
tal treasury bonds 
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(RTBs) in July. 

The government 
had originally in- 
tended to sell only 
P8 billion in RTBs, 
but the market 
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mand for the securi- 
ties. Finance officials 
said this encouraged. 
the government to 
sell more than Р50 
billion in RTBs. 

Tan said the gov- 
emment may reduce 
the borrowing pro- 
gram set for 2008 be- 
Cause of the excess 
borrowings this year. 
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PNOC unit expects 
P410.7-M profit 


By Abigail L. Ho 


PNOC DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGE- 
ment Corp. (PDMC), the real estate arm of 
the state-owned Philippine National Oil Co., 
expects its 2007 profit to hit P410.7 

a big jump from last years P14.3 million. 

PDMC president and chief executive Wil- 
fredo Bacareza said the expected profit 
surge could be attributed to the company's 
aggressive collection efforts, drastic cost- 
cutting and the disposition of assets. 

“(The year) 2007 is definitely the best 
year since the company started operations 
as itis set to achieve record high growths in 
all aspects of its operations, most important- 
ly record-breaking profits and soaring cash 
reserves,” he said in a statement yesterday. 

“This year, the company projects to break 
records in terms of highest profit at P410.7 
million, highest profit growth of 2,761.9 
percent, highest operating income at P115 
million, which is 567 percent higher than 
2006 level,” he added. 

‘With the company's strong performance 
this year, he said PDMC's cash reserves for 
2007 should hit P402.6 million—the high- 
esteverin the company's history. 

He said that for the past years, PDMC had 
suffered losses. In 2000, the company posted 
anetloss of P10.26 million, followed by P3.75 
million in 2002 and P21.42 million in 2003. 

The stream of losses only stopped last 
year when PDMC registered a net income of 
P14.3 million, growing 76.67 percent from 
2008, he said. 

PDMC’s parent firm PNOC actually plans 
to eventually dissolve the subsidiary, thus 
the steady disposition of its assets. 


Instead of privatization via straight asset 


sale, PDMC will most likely just be dis- 

solved when all its assets have been sold. 
РОМС is engaged 

in industrial estate 

development and 
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BPI sees 12% growth in remittance 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE AYALAS' BANK OF THE PHILIP- 
pine Islands, the country’s biggest 
banking channel for overseas Filipino 
remittances, sees its money transfer 
business growing by 10 to 12 percent 
next year despite the downtrend in 
the deployment of new workers. 

Teresita Tan, BPI senior vice presi- 
dent for overseas banking, yesterday 
told reporters that for this year, the 
bank's remittance volume would like- 
ly grow by 15 percent in line with in- 
dustry performance. 

She added that average remit- 
tances per transaction were increas- 
ing as overseas Filipino workers had 
to compensate for the shrinking con- 
version rate of the US dollar given 
fixed household expenditures in peso 
terms. From an average remittance of 
$300 to $500 per transaction (usually 
on a monthly basis), the range has 
gone up to $350 to $550, she said. 

“Remittances of Filipinos are increas- 


Says higher incomes compensating 
for slowdown in deployment 


ing by $50 to $100 per transaction be- 
cause they have to send (to meet the 
equivalent) absolute value in pesos, 
While the peso is appreciating, tuition fee 
expenses and others remain the same.” 

Тап estimated that BPI—cited by 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas as an 
outstanding banking channel for re- 
mittances for ће last two consecutive 
years—enjoyed a 23-percent market 
Share in this lucrative business. The 
bank also dominates 60 percent of the 
remittance business from the man- 
ning industry 

Remittances flowing to the Philip- 
pines through banks amount to at 
least $1 billion a month. 

Tan said higher incomes were com- 
pensating for the slowdown in the de- 
ployment of new workers abroad. 

"The OFWs are highly skilled and 


their wages are higher," Tan said. “We 
were concerned when deployment 
was going down but we're sending 
more skilled people like computer 
professionals, doctors and nurses. 
And a lot of them are investing.” 
"There's a slowdown in deploy- 
ment but there is growth in the abso- 
lute value of remittances because of 
the quality of deployment," she said. 
To further expand its worldwide 
reach, four new BPI Express Remit- 


tance Centers were established, brifig- 
ing to 20 the total remittance offices 
across the globe. In Italy, an office in 
Milan was opened to cater primarily to 
the Chinese market while a Chinése 
desk was set up in Bologna, continuing 
the bank's thrust to generate business 

from the non-Filipino market as well. 
New tie-ups were likewise forged; in- 
cluding arrangements with top region- 
al banks like Woori Bank of South Ko- 
rea and RHB Bank Berhad of Malaysia. 
BPI also reported that significant 
volume was brought in by Wells Fár- 
go's new remittance service called Ex- 
press Send, which was coursed pri- 
BPISEES/B6 
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their positions in local stocks ahead of the 
widely expected rate cut in the United 
States, said Ron Ro- 
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Pepsi-Cola to pursue IPO 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


PEPSI-COLA PRODUCTS PHILIP- 
pines Inc. is set to go public early 
next year to raise roughly P7.9 
billion and finance expansion 
plans. 

The Philippine Stock Exchange 
said yesterday in a memo to brokers 
that the local Pepsi bottler would 
list 1.31 billion shares at P6.04 a 
share. 

Pepsi would sell up to 380.78 
million new shares and 761.56 mil- 
lion shares held by existing share- 
holders, namely Guoco Assets 
Philippines Inc. and The Nassim 
Fund. 

The Singapore-based Nassim 
Fund could issue an additional 
171.35 million shares, depending 
on market demand. 

An international book-building 


process will run-from Jan. 8 to 18, 
with the domestic offer period set 
on Jan. 21 to 28. 

The listing has been tentatively 
set for February 1 next year. 

UBS Investment Bank will be the 
lead underwriter for the interna- 
tional offer while ATR Kim Eng and 
BDO Capital are the joint domestic 
underwriters. 

‘The company will use the net 
proceeds from the combined offer 
to partly finance planned capital 
expenses for 2008 and 2009. 

Pepsi has set a budget of P2.275 
billion for additional noncarbonat- 
ed beverage production facilities, 
the expansion of some carbonated 
beverage plants, and the launch of 
new products. 

Pepsi is the licensed bottler of 
PepsiCo beverages in the Philip- 
pines. 


Its products include juices, iced 
teas, sports drinks and energy 
drinks. 

Its soft drinks and beverage 
brands include Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, 
Pepsi Light, Pepsi Max, 7Up, 
Mountain Dew, Gatorade, Lipton 
Iced Tea, Tropicana, Propel and 
Sting. 

In 2006, it sold 110 million eight 
ounce equivalents of carbonated 
beverages and 10 million eight 
ounce equivalent cases of noncar- 
bonated beverages, 

It also manufactures and pack- 
ages products at 11 production 
plants nationwide and distributes 
them through 106 sales offices and 
warehouses. 

As of June 30, Pepsi-Cola Philip- 
pines’ net income was P1 billion, up 
from P868.74 million in the same 
period in 2006. 
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Semiconductor 
firm sets up 
training unit 


By Vincent Cabreza 

Inquirer Northern Bureau е 

BAGUIO CITY—TEXAS INSTRUMENTS metropolitan 

Philippines Inc. (Tipi) is developing an Asian 

Center of Excellence in the country as it pre- 

pares to expand its presence in the region. 
Officials of the top semiconductor firm " t 

announced its plans at the University of the i i 

| 


Cordilleras last Dec. 1, when the firm 
linked up with the school and the Commis- 
sion on Higher Education (CHEd) to fast 
track an P80-million "information technol- 
ogy (IT) bridge program." 

UC is one of eight Philippine universities 
tasked by a national technical working 
group to implement President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's cyber corridor project. 

Ms Arroyo has identified this informà- 
tion technology belt that links Baguio to 
other cities as a "super region." 

The University of the Philippines in Dili- 
man, Quezon City, and the UP Open Uni- 
versity; Asia Pacific Regional College; Nova 
Computer College; Polytechnic University 
of the Philippines; Cebu Institute of Tech- 
nology; and Mindanao State University’s 
Tigan Institute of Technology are undertak- 
ing their own IT bridge programs until the 
end of the month, 

Russell Henarie, worldwide manager for 
the Dallas-based TI Center of Excellence, 
formalized Tipi's commitments to the "su- 
per region” in a program last week. 

The program's main goal is to prepare 
graduate degree training modules that 
would help schools match the skills of new 
graduates "with the requirements of the in- 
dustry through training,” according to the 
program manual. 

Tipi's main plant at the Baguio City Eco- 
nomic Zone has been developing apprentice- 
ship programs with various Baguio schools. 


Kepco starts 
construction of 
200-MW plant 


By Abigail L. Ho 
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KEPCO-SPC POWER СОВР, А PARTNER- 
ship between Kepco Philippines Corp. and 
SPC Power Corp., has awarded a $300-mil- 
lion contract to Doosan Heavy Industries 
and Construction Companies Ltd. for the 
establishment of a 200-megawatt (MW) 
coal-fired power plant in Naga, Cebu. 
Under the engineering and construction 
contract, the two 100-MW units of the new 
plant should be completed in 39-42 months. 
In a statement, the joint venture company 
said the facility would use circulating flu- 
idized bed combustion technology - a clean 
coal technology that complies with stringent 
environmental laws, including the Philippine 
Clean Air Act and World Bank standards. 
"KSPC took the risk of establishing the first 
power generation plant under the (Electric 
Power Industry Reform Act of 2001) without 
any government guarantee, not only to 
strengthen our Philippine investment portfo- 
lio, but also to address the projected power 
shortage in the Visayas grid and bring em- 
ployment and business opportunities for Ce- 
bu,” КОРС president Lee Kang Won said. 
Once completed, KSPC's Naga, Cebu 
plant would serve the power requirements 
of six electric cooperatives in the area. 
‘The six cooperatives all signed power sales 
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contracts with KSPC for 120 MW of power. 
Korea Electric Power Corp.'s Philippine 


Visit our website at www.philtown.net POS TOP 
operations currently include Kephilco, Y Building landmarks. Creating masterpieces. 
which operates the 650-MW Malaya Ther- Евин us nn we " ad - ттт 


mal Power Plant in Rizal, and Керсо Шап. 

Corp., which operates the 1,200-MW Ilijan 

Combined Cycle Power Plant in Batangas. 
The Korean power giant accounts for 

around 15 percent of the country's installed 

generation capacity. 
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OE m APC unit prepares to start 
Е: ames: geothermal venture in Kalinga 


ciple that any rebellion against. Honesto C. 
the Crown should be punished General 


Rebellion 


mercilessly, no matter how high 
the culprit’s rank, and, even at 
the cost of seven individual cessing. 
rights. 


Throne. 
In short, when a rebellion 


swiftly (ruthlessly, if neces- 


costs. The security of the State freedom. 
was primordial. 


Afterward, the uproar from 

Richelieu dealt decisively media resulted in the dialog at 
with the Huguenot rebels, He the Pen between government 
exiled the Queen Mother her- forces headed by Secretary 
self and the ambitious Kings Puno arrayed against such me- 
brother for plotting against the dia stalwarts as Maria Ressa 

and Jessica Sojo. 

Nursing a bad cold, I watched. 
threatens the security of the the entire comedy show in my 
State, government should act bedroom, 

Maria and Jessica, as well as 
sary), and with all the might at the rest of the media in atten- 
its command. Quelling a rebel- dance, ranted that the arrest of 
lion must be pursued at all reporters was an attack on press 


Besides, the reporters were 

‘Also, in our day of instant just doing their job of providing 
communications, you do not information the Filipino people 
wait for a rebellion to gather had the constitutional right to 
steam, ог for the rebels to build know. But the information the 


barricades across Ayala, or for TV networks feed the Filipino - 


rivers of blood to flow down the people is sometimes manipula- 
avenue, before you act. You tive, if not downright decep- 


must nip the rebellion in the tive. 


bud. Your TV screen will show a 
So, when Senator Trillanes demonstration of as few as a 
and Gen. Danny Lim mounted dozen screaming people with 
their rebellion from the relative placards. The small TV screen 
safety of a function room in the gives the impression of a large 
Peninsula hotel in Makati, it demonstration. But, what really 
was not necessary for the gov- - happened was that the demon- 
ernment to seek a ruling from strators (usually hired at P200 a 
the Supreme Court, or ask the head) are only posing for the TV 
Department of Justice for an camera. After the footage is tak- 
opinion, orstageadebate at the еп, everybody goes home. 
Media said that the arrest of 
the reporters had а chilling ef- 


Integrated Bar before deciding 
to move in on the rebels. 


COMPUTER LITERACY PROGI 


US Ambassador Kristie A. Kenney explains the contents of a website to high school 
students of Southern City Colleges in Zamboanga City as they access the World Wide 
Web through the computers their school received from USAID's Computer Literacy and 
Internet Connection Program, a component of USAID's Growth with Equity in 
Mindanao Program. CLIC has so far provided computers and Internet access to 655 
schools in conflict-affected areas of Mindanao. 


It was absolutely correct for fect on similar incidents in the Е 
the government ко quickly de- future, In fact, if there was а ByDaximL. Lucas 
ploy, instead, enough ofits best firefight at the Pen, the re- 
froops (the battle-hardened porters would have been caught THE LOCSIN-POBLADOR FACTION OF 


Marines, no less), with their ar- іп the crosshairs—and chilled. i 
Maria and Jessica and every- day scored a Makati City regional trial 


mored personnel carriers, and 


the Philcomsat group of companies yester- 


commanded on the ground by body else there were really con- court judge and the rival Africa-Bildner 
some of our highest-ranking сетей over the ratings of their group for allegedly ignoring a decision of a 
general officers, to put down ‘programs, The higher the rat- higher court on their long-running dis- 
the rebellion before the day was, ings, the higher the advertising Pute. 


rates. The higher the advertis- 


Ina manifestation filed yesterday, the 


ing rates, the higher the net Locsin-Poblador group asked the Court 


tactic was used? So what if it profits. 
was overkill? It worked, didn't 


of Appeals to “place on record the disre- 


T have nothing against prof- spect for the writ of preliminary injunc- 


it? This time, the end justified its. In our free enterprise sys- tion being perpetrated by the RTC 
the means. That was all thatre- tem, everybody (including in- Makati City and parties." 


ally mattered. 


surance brokers like myself) 


The Philippine Overseas Telecomm- 


In the ensuing roundup after works for a positive bottom nucations Corp. (POTC) and the Philip- 


the surrender of Trillanes and line. 
Lim and, what was the name of 


ine Communications Satellite Corp. 


But, I cannot stand selfrigh- (Philcomsat) are both sequestered 


the third culprit?—Oh, yes, for- teousness. And, on top ofevery- firms, having been confiscated from al- 
mer VP Guingona, a number of thing else, in quelling а rebel- leged Marcos associates in the late 
media people were handeuffed lion, nobody, not even media 1990s. After a compromise agreement, 


and brought to camp for pro- 


people, has any rights. 


both are now controlled by private 


Philcomsat faction elevates 
case to Court of Appeals 


shareholders, while its listed subsidiary, 
Philcomsat Holdings Corp., remains un- 
der the control of government-appoint- 
ed directors. 

“The records of this case reveal that 
Erlinda I. Bildner, purportedly in repre- 
sentation of POTC and Philcomsat, had 
questioned the issuance of the writ and 
had prayed that the same be lifted,” the 
Locsin-Poblador group said in their 
complaint before the appellate court. 

“Not content with this, she had even 
filed a petition for certiorari before the 
Supreme Court, raising the same issue 
and reiterating her challenge to the 
writ, despite the pendency of her mo- 
tion to lift before this honorable court.” 

“The badges of forum-shopping are 
clear, more so with her recent filing of 
the complaint before the RTC of Makati 
City" it added. 

The move is the latest in a long series 


PHILCOMSAT/Bà 


RLC starts mixed-use venture in E. Visayas 


ROBINSONS LAND CORP RECENTLY UN- 
veiled its latest provincial mall project in 
Tacloban City, Robinsons Tacloban, which is 
expected to break ground by the first quarter 
of 2008 and to open by the end of 2008. 

The two-level shopping mall will rise оп а 
4-hectare property in Tacloban City, Leyte, 
the largest province in Eastern Visayas. 


BPI sees 12% ... 


From page B3 


marily through BPI. 

US-based Xoom, one of the world’s lead- 
ing Internet-based remittance service 
provider, and Al Rahji Bank of Saudi Ara- 
bia, also recently signed а cash-transfer 
partnership deal with BPI. 

"Were (also) expanding in Eu- 
rope— Spain and Italy. We're upgrading our 
branch in Barcelona and we're setting up an 
office in Turin," Tan said. 

In the United States, Tan said BPI would 
soon open a remittance center in Sacra- 
mento, California, after opening a second 
branch in Las Vegas. 

“And of course, we have our London of- 
fice,” she said. 

‘She added that BPI was also negotiating 
remittance tie-ups with partners in Aus- 
tralia and Canada. 


PNOC unit ... 


From page B3 


venture with Sta. Lucia Realty. 

"Iwo years ago, PNOC said it expected to 
{aise at least P1.3 billion from the sale of its 
Sipercent stake in РОМС, representing 
the sale of 35 million shares to a foreign 
firm with local partners. 

“After letting go of its 51-percent share- 
holdings in РОМС, PNOC would then of- 
fer 10 percent of its real estate arm to the 
public through such channels as an initial 
public offering or a sale to small in- 
vestors. 

PNOC would then end up owning just 35 
percent of PDMC. 

‘The planned stake sale, however, was 
eventually dropped, with PNOC choosing 
to just do a straight asset sale. 


“We will build a full-service shopping 
mall with a gross floor area-of 30,000 
square meters. Robinsons Department 
Store, Robinsons Supermarket, Robinsons 
Appliances, Handyman Do It Best plus 
three cinemas will be opening side by side 
‘with other establishments like food, fash- 
ion and service outlets. We are also wel- 


Exports jumped 10.5% .. 


‘coming both national and local retailers to 
join us in our commercial centers undertak- 
ing,” says Comelio $. Mapa Jr, general 
manager of Robinsons Malls. 

Future developments are also expected 
to rise within the complex grounds, includ- 
ing a site for a three-story call center build- 
ing, with a 700-seat capacity. 


FrompageB1 


Deal covers 
59% of planned 
service area 


By Abigail L. Но 


ARAGORN POWER AND ENERGY CORR 
(Арес), a subsidiary of listed firm APC 
Group Inc, has gotten the consent of a 
group of indigenous people in Kalinga for 
the use of portion of their ancestral land for 
the firm's geothermal power production 
project. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, APC Group corporate secretary Ed- 
mundo Tan said Арес and partner Guid- 
ance Management Corp. had signed а 
memorandum of agreement with the in- 
digenous cultural communities and indige- 
nous people (ICC/IP) of Kalinga. 

‘The signing of the agreement, which was 
facilitated by the National Commission on 
Indigenous People, formed part of the pro- 
cess for securing the Free and Prior In- 
formed Consent (FPIC) of the affected 
ІССЛР in the area, he explained. 

The agreement is one of the require- 
ments for the Department of Energy's 
award of a geothermal service contract to 
Арес. It contains the terms and conditions 
for the implementation of the geothermal 
project, as well as the benefits for the affect- 
ed ICC/IP and the obligations and responsi- 
bilities of the parties involved. 

The ICC/IP that signed the agreement in- 
cluded the Balatoc, Colayo, Guinaang, Dan- 
gtalan and Dalupa Ableg. The deal covers a 
total area of 14,724 hectares or 59 percent 
ofthe geothermal service area, Tan said. 

“Negotiations for the remaining five an- 
cestral domains who have signified their 
support for the project are ongoing,” he 
said. "With the granting of the FPIC by the 
ICC/IB the NCIP will issue a certificate pre- 
condition required by the DOE for the 
granting of a geothermal service contract to 
Арес” 

In an earlier interview, APC Group chair 
and president Willy Ocier said this was the 
only remaining requirement that the com- 
pany needed to comply with to pave the 
way for APC's acquisition of a concession 
for the geothermal site from the DOE. 

Арес had filed applications with the DOE 
for two geothermal sites in the Cordilleras: 
Acupan in Benguet (27,500 ha) and Batong 
Buhay in Kalinga (26,250 ha). 

The power generation potential of these 
two sites had been placed at 20 megawatts 
(MW) and 120 MW to 200 MW, respective- 


AN ARTIST'S perspective of the Tacloban mall project 


Peso now at 41.40 to a dollar se 


tive growth in exports was still just 
about half of the government's official 
target of 11 percent for 2007. Ex- 
porters said the double-digit target was 
no longer attainable given the chal- 
lenges that faced their sector this year. 

These included the slowing US 
economy, the Philippines’ biggest ex- 
port market, and the appreciation of 
the peso. 

Other top exports for October were 
articles of apparel and clothing acces- 
sories (accounting for $187.93 million 
of total export bill for the month, down 
188 percent year-on-year); cathodes 
and section of cathodes of refined cop- 
per ($152.47 million, up 17 percent); 
‘coconut oil ($107.92 million, up 128.4 
percent), petroleum ($99.08 million, 
‘up 43.1 percent); woodcraft and furni- 
ture ($91.43 million, up 4.7 percent), 
wiring sets for motor vehicles ($82.99 
million, up 15.9 percent); metal com- 
ponents ($42.77 million, up 5.5 per- 


Citi forecasts 6.8-7.6% growth for RP 


and rebound from the single-digit 
growth seen since 2000. 

“Corporate investment pledges in 
2007, such as Texas Instrument's 
pledge to add $1 billion for new as- 
sembly and capacity, bode well for in- 
creased private investment,” Citi 
said. 

“We also expect residential private 
demand to react favorably to more af- 
fordable mortgage financing rates of- 
fered by banks.” 

The bank said low domestic inter- 
est rates should also augur well for 


cent) and bananas ($29.6 million, 
down 6.9 percent). 

‘The NSO said the United States re- 
mained the Philippines’ biggest ex- 
port market, accounting for 17.7 per- 
cent of the export earnings for Octo- 
ber. Exports to the United States 
reached $820.62 million, 3.2-percent 
higher than the $795.56 million in 
October last year. 

Japan was still the second-biggest 
export destination for Philippin 
made products, buying $649.65 mil 
lion. This was, however, down by 3.4 
percent year-on-year. 

Other top export markets for 
September were Hong Kong 
($595.32 million), China ($576.66 
million), Netherlands ($355.99 mil- 
lion), Singapore ($267.28 million), 
Malaysia ($238.14 million), Ger- 
many ($183.46 million), South Korea 
($138.92 million) and Taiwan 
($122.47 million). 


residential mortgage financing. 

But the investment cycle is seen 
peaking as the political cycle starts up 
with presidential elections in May 
2010. 

"We expect long-term investors to 
await the new government's econom- 
ic blueprint over the medium term 
prior to deciding on additional expo- 
sure," Citi said. 

Meanwhile, the government's asset 
sales are seen to appeal to private 
capital and help energize the invest- 
ment setting. As part of the privatiza- 


pectations of another interest rate cut 
by the US Federal Reserve. 

Aside from the strong regional 
market, the peso also gained further 
on remittance flows from overseas 
Filipinos. 

Other currencies in the region were 
also boosted by investors placing 
more funds in emerging markets 
ahead of an expected interest rate cut 
by the US central bank Tuesday night. 

"The market was pricing in a 25-ba- 
sis point interest rate cut by the US 
Fed,” Banco de Oro EPCI Bank chief 
strategist Jonathan Ravelas said. 

The peso opened at 41.52 and hit a 
low of 41.53 but gained all the way to 
finish at the days peak of 41.40 
against the greenback. It was the lo- 
cal currency’s strongest level since 
ending at 41.37 to $1 on May 10, 
2000. 

‘Volume traded at the Philippine 
Dealing System was also heavier at 


in next 2 years 


tion proceeds are foreign currency, 
prospects for gross international re- 
Serves and local currency were also 
seen favorable. 

Sob creation should be at its 
strongest as the real investment set- 
ting improves with construction pro- 
viding the key source of employment. 
This could generate 100,000 net new 
jobs annually over the forecast hori- 
zon if capex and residential demand 
cydes contribute to more construc- 
tion activity" Citi said. 

Incomes from increased émploy.. 


$502 million yesterday from Mon- 
day's $466 million. 

The peso, Asia's best performing 
currency so far this year, has gained 
by about 18.6 percent since January. 

"The Philippine peso has continued. 
to perform well. This vastly outper- 
forms our own expectations for the 
yearend peso-dollar rate, and we рег. 
ceive ourselves bullish on the peso,” 
Bear Stearns & Co. said in a research 
note. 

Remittance flows to the country 
seasonally peak in the fourth quarter 
ahead of the Christmas season, the 
longest and most extravagant season 
in the predominantly Christian coun- 


Meanwhile, the Chinese yuan ral- 
lied to 7.377 against the dollar, its 
highest since the revaluation in July 
2005, after November inflation in 
Asia's fastest-growing economy rose 
atthe fastest pace in 11 years. 
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ment would augment the remittances 
in boosting the consumption cycle, 
the bank said. 

Citi also anticipates additional em- 
ployment from export recovery in 
2009—another key source of growth 
seen to complement the investment. 
recovery. 

“After the subprime adjustment by 
global financial markets and the US 
economy for much of 2008, we await 
the firming up of external demand in 
2009 that should bode well for ex- 
ports,” id. 
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Buying prices of tobacco increased 


Gardenia 
invests P17.5M 
to widen reach 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


GARDENIA BAKERIES PHILIPPINES INC. 
is investing P17.5 million in additional dai- 
ly production capacity to expand its market 
reach. 

Simplicio Р Umali Jr, Gardenia president 
and general manager, said the company has 
linked up with a facility that could produce 
25,000 loaves of bread daily. 

fe have invested P10 million for this fa- 
cility in Tarlac, which has been producing 
for Gardenia since Dec. 1," Umali said. 

He added that an additional P7.5 million 
would be invested in a pandesal plant in La- 
guna with a production capacity of 50,000 
buns daily. 

"These (investments) are all just for ex- 
tending our market reach in Luzon," Umali 
said. 

Gardenia expects to rack up P1.6 billion 
in revenues this year, a 23-percent increase 
from P1.3 billion in 2006. 

` The official explained that while con- 
sumption was not growing, Gardenia was 
able to increase revenues by expanding its 
market reach nationwide. 

Umali, who is also president of the 
Philippine Baking Industry Group, ex- 
plained that industry volumes were expect- 
ed to contract by 6-8 percent this year due 
to the increase in prices of inputs. 

“Industry players are forced to raise 
prices of bread, pandesal, and other prod- 
ucts and this would affect consumption 
whichis already flattish in the past year,” he 
added. 

Still, he said Gardenia expected revenues 
to reach P2 billion by end-2008, or an in- 
crease of 25 percent. 

Umali said the company has invested а 
total of P1 billion in the country so far, con- 
sisting of five production plants—three for 
loaf bread, one for pandesal and another 
for snack foods. 


Move to encourage farmers to plant more 


By Leoncio Balbin Jr. 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


CANDON CITY—THE TOBACCO 
industry is looking at better days 
ahead, following an agreement 
forged by the government, tobac- 
co traders and farmers to raise 
the price of Iocandia’s top cash 
crop. 

In a meeting on Monday, repre- 
sentatives of tobacco manufactur- 
ersand traders, farmers and the Na- 
tional Tobacco Administration 
agreed to raise by P10 the buying 
price of Class AA tobacco.. 

The buying price for tobacco un- 
der other classes was increased by 
P9.50. 

With the price increase, Class AA 
tobacco will sell at P61 a kilogram; 
Class A, P59; Class B, P57; Class C, 
P55; Class D, P50; Class E, P49; 
Class F1, P45; Class F2, P42; and re- 
ject, P23. 

“lt is a good start to address the 
price of tobacco and other concerns 
[of the industry]. I hope it will in- 
spire our farmers to plant more this 
season,” Ilocos Sur Rep. Eric 
Singson said. 

Singson and Gov. Deogracias Vic- 
tor Savellano led local officials and 
leaders of farmers’ groups in the tri- 
partite conference held at the NTA 
offices in Quezon City. 

The increase, they said, was the 


biggest granted as previous tripar- 
tite conferences usually yielded an 
increase of an average of P1.50. 
The conference is held every two 
years. 

‘Singson said he would push for 
the passage of a bill that would re- 
quire manufacturers to use at least 
75 percent of locally produced to- 
bacco in the production of 
cigarettes in the country. 

Had the increase been lower, 
Singson and Savellano would have 
asked farmers not to plant tobacco 
and shift to other cash crops be- 
cause they would not earn much 
from tobacco production. 

The tobacco season starts in 
November and lasts until May. 

‘Tobacco, particularly the Virginia 
type, is the top cash crop in the four 
tobacco-producing provinces of Ilo- 
cos Sur, Ilocos Norte, La Union and 
Abra. 

Ilocos Sur is the top Virginia to- 
bacco producer in the country, with 
an annual production of 23 million 
kilograms worth about Р1 billion. 
The province is also the biggest re- 
cipient of shares from the tobacco 
excise tax imposed by Republic Act 
No. 7171. 

Five years ago, the four tobacco- 
producing provinces received a 
combined share of P2.4 billion but 
this has gone down to only P700 
million, Singson said 


Cigarette manufacturers used 
to rely on locally produced tobac- 
co in their products, with an 80 
percent usage of local raw materi- 
als. However, the ratio has been 
reversed, as local materials com- 
prise only 20 percent while im- 
ported materials comprise 80 per- 
cent. 

Savellano convened a tobacco 
summit last month to discuss the 
problems hobbling the industry. 
‘The major roadblock is the low 
prices of tobacco and the lack of as- 
sistance to farmers, he said. 

Аг least РЗ million from the 
provincial government's share from 
RA 7171 will be released to build 
tobacco flue curing barns and to 
help farmers. 

“Tobacco helped build our 
province. It is the main source of 
{livelihood of} most farmers and 
[their earnings help] send their 
children to school. We need to help 
[the industry) regain its old glory,” 
Savellano said. 

Ceasario Gapatan, а tobacco 
grower from Barangay Bagani Tuc- 
go here, said his fellow farmers 
were satisfied with the price in- 
crease. 

“Itis good enough to cover thein- 
crease of expenses in planting to- 
bacco,” said Gapatan, who joined 
the tripartite conference at the 
NTA. 


IPVG bid 
to buy stake in 
PeopleSupport 
under review 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


CONTACT CENTER OPERATOR PEO- 
pleSupport Inc. is reviewing the bid of 
listed IT firm IPVG Corp. to acquire а 
majority stake in the contact center for 
$355.3 million. 

“PeopleSupport has announced that its 
review of the IPVG-AO Capital proposal is 
‘ongoing and that they will respond with a 
recommendation to shareholders follow- 
ing its review" IPVG said in a disclosure to 
the Philippine Stock Exchange. 

“US market analysts have called the 
IPVG—AO Capital Proposal, which 
was an 18 percent premium over Peo- 
pleSupports closing price on Nov. 29 
2007, a Чай one,” the IT firm said. 

ТРУС earlier signed a memorandum of 
understanding with investment house 
АО Capital Partners Ltd. to create a spe- 
cial purpose vehicle for the acquisition. 
IPVG currently owns IP.Contact Center 
Outsourcing inc. (IPCCO), which ас. 
quired the assets of Global Stride, a con- 
tact center operation in IBM Plaza, East- 
wood City in Libis, earlier this year. IPC- 
CO has operations in the Philippines, Sin- 
gapore, Vietnam, Hong Kong and India. 
It also has investments in online gaming. 

PeopleSupport, one of IPCCO's rival 
firms in the Philippine outsourcing in- 
dustry, is listed in the US Nasdaq and 
has more than 8,000 call center seats. 


Philcomsat faction elevates case to Court of Appeals 


From page B6 


of legal maneuvers by both camps 
to dominate the boards of the cash- 
rich firms 

Last month, the Africa-Bildner 
group scored a coup after Mala- 
cafiang appointed a fresh set of 
nominees to the boards of Philcom- 
sat and РОТС, leaving only PHC un- 
der the control of the Locsin- 


Informing and inspiring Filipino readers for 


Poblador group. 

The private shareholders, led by 
Bildner, have since signified their 
intention to wrest control of PHC 
from their rivals. 

At stake is about P800 million to 
P1 billion of the group's cash and 
near-cash assets which the Bildner 
has accused the government nomi- 
nees of dissipating over the years. 

In their latest complaint to the 


Court of Appeals, 
Poblador group said that Bilder's 
earlier complaint filed with the 
Makati RTC "is a patent violation 
of the writ issued by [the appellate 
court] and a circumvention of 
clear directives" stopping the im- 
plementation of an earlier RTC de- 
cision. 

“What is unfortunate is that the 
Presiding Judge Selma Palacio 


more than two decades through balanced news and fearless views, the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer has undoubtedly become the country’s number 1 newspaper. Our heartfelt thanks for 
making the Inquirer a part of your dally reading habit. 


As we celebrate our 22°“ anniversary, Inquirer grants 22 loyal readers their wishes - from an exciting wish like 
meeting your local idol to a romantic one like celebrating your 25^ wedding anniversary in a beach resort. Let us 
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Alaras of the RTC Makati City 
Branch 62, is allowing and con- 
doning the utter disregard of the 
writ of preliminary injunction is- 
sued by this honorable court," the 
group told the Court of Appeals. 
"The conduct of the proceedings 
before the Makati Court likewise 
disrespects and undermines the 
authority of this honorable 
court.” 
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Stocks bounce, dollar firms ahead of Fed decision 


SINGAPORE—ASIAN SHARES 
bounced and the dollar firmed 
yesterday following confi- 
dence-boosting cash injections 
into struggling financial firms 
and in anticipation of a US in- 
terest rate cut. 

Markets have fully priced ina 
quarter-point cut in the Federal 
Reserve's benchmark rate later 
on Tuesday, but recent positive 
US economic data dashed ex- 
pectations of a more aggressive 
move, lifting the dollar and 
pressuring government bonds. 

Stock market investors took 
heart from Mondays news of 
cash injections into Swiss bank 
UBS and US bond insurer MBIA 
Inc, both of which are struggling 
"with the fallout of the US sub- 
prime mortgage market crisis. 

“These moves have created a 
sense of reassurance in the mar- 


ment 


Tokyo's 


losses. 


closed 0.8 percent higher, while 
MSCI's measure of other Asia 
Pacific stocks gained 1 percent 
by early yesterday afternoon, 
tracking similar Wall Street 
gains and erasing Monday's 


The MSCI indexis about 8 per- 
cent below its Nov. 1 record high, 
but has rallied nearly 39 percent 
this year, triple the rise for MSCI's 
key world stock index. 

Across the region, Hong Kong 
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percent, 


Nikkei average tor attractive. 


of China's General Adi 


Beijing. Leavi 
United States was damaging trade ties. 


US SECRETARY of Health and Human Services Mike Leavitt (left) speaks with vice chair 


istration for Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine. 
(AQSIQ), Wei Chuan Zhong, duringa visit to the Huiyuan Food and Beverage plant in. 
toured the factory as China warned rising protectionist sentiment in the 


E 


China's consumer inflation 
blazed to 11-yr high in Nov. 


BEIJING—CHINAS ANNUAL CONSUMER 
price inflation sped to an 11-year high in 
November at 6.9 percent, with new signs 
that price pressures were spreading beyond 
food to the broader economy. 

China also logged a $26.3 billion trade 
surplus in November, data published on 
Tuesday showed. The level dipped below 
October's record of $27.1 billion, but the 
country’s surging exports were barely dent- 
ed by the slowing US economy. 

China's gaping trade surplus—along with 
the undervalued yuan and other policies seen 
by foreign critics as boosting the sur- 
plus—vill feature heavily at high-level Sino- 
‘American talks set for this week in Beijing. 

But economists are giving closer scrutiny to 
inflation, which has been driven largely by food 
‘costs that make up a third of the CPI basket. 

The numbers pointed to pressures seep- 
ing beyond food items, where annual price 
rises were still highest, up 18.2 percent in 
November, to the broader economy, from 
utilities to travel costs. 

The nonfood consumer price index 
climbed 1.4 percent in November year on 
year, above the 1.1 percent increase in Oc- 
tober, and the sharpest rise this year. 

"That's more of a source of concern, an in- 
dication that there's more tightness in com- 
тойну markets in China and of possible 
overheating,” said David Cohen, economist 
at Action Economics in Singapore. 

Full-year consumer price inflation is like- 


ly to register a rise of about 4.7 percent, 
which would be the highest since 1996, 
chief economist of the National Bureau of 
Statistics, Yao Jingyuan, said on Tuesday. 

Last week, Chinas top leaders. an- 
nounced they would shiftto a "tight" mone- 
tary policy from what they called a decade- 
long “prudent” stance. The stubbornly high 
consumer price inflation should reinforce 
their determination, analysts said. 

“We expect the central bank to respond 
to the strong inflation data with additional 
tightening measures,” Yu Song, Goldman 
Sachs economist in Hong Kong, said in a 
note to clients. 

‘On Saturday, the central bank raised the 
proportion of deposits that banks musthold 
in reserve by a full percentage point to 14.5 
percent as part of its drive to tame credit 
growth and inflation. 

I was the 10th reserve requirement in- 
crease this year by the central bank, which has 
also raised interest rates five times in 2007. 

China's exports grew at 22.8 percent in 
November from the same period a year ago, 
while imports ‘climbed 25.3 percent, both 
figures broadly in line with the pace set in 
October. 

"Even though China's exports to the US 
have slowed down, its exports to the Euro- 
zone and the Middle East and other nontra- 
ditional markets have held up really well,” 
Tao Wang, chief economist at Bank of 
America in Beijing said. Reuters 


Consumer confidence 
in Japan lowest since '03 


TOKYO—JAPANESE CONSUMER CONFI- 
dence fell in November to its lowest level in 
nearly four years as rising energy costs and 
grocery prices turned off householders, a 
government survey showed on Tuesday. 

‘The sixth fall in confidence in the past 
seven months adds to worries about con- 
sumption, which makes up the lion’s share 
ofthe economy, and will do nothing to alter 
expectations that Japan's very low interest 
rates are stuck on hold until late next year. 

The Japanese government acknowl- 
edged sentiment was “worsening’—the 
most negative word it has used to describe 
household sentiment in almost five years. 

“It is tough for consumers as prices are 
опа rise while a recovery in wages remain 
sluggish,” said Noriaki Haseyama, 
economist at Dai-ichi Life Research Insti- 
tute. 

"The survey suggests that consumption 
in November was probably weak and will 
remain sluggish for a while." 

The Cabinet Office's household senti- 
ment index, which includes views on in- 


comes and jobs in homes with more than ` 


two residents, was 39.8 in November, its 
lowest since December 2003. 

A reading below 50 suggests pessimism, 
although it has rarely been above that mark 
in 25 years—not even in boom times. 

‘After nearly a decade of falling prices, 
Japanese people now face rises in prices 
for daily necessities and energy costs, 
‘with 82 percent of those surveyed expect- 
ing the cost of living to go up in the next 
year. 

Rising prices of gasoline, heating oil, 
bread, mayonnaise and other food items 
have been widely reported in Japan, where 
wages have been stubbornly weak despite 
falling unemployment and official price fig- 
ures still show mild deflation. 

То ease the pain from rising oil prices, 
Japan said on Tuesday it would subsidize 
home heating oil in cold areas and increase 
financial help for small firms. 

The weak figures, from a survey of 3,500 
households with at least two residents, 
came a day after another government sur- 
vey showed sentiment among service sec- 
torworkersata4-l/2-yearlow. Reuters 


and South Korean stock mat- 
kets led gainers, rising around 1 


Investors snapped up Asian 
financial stocks, encouraged by 
news that some big cash-rich 
players found the battered sec- 


UBS on Monday revealed a 
$10 billion writedown, joining a 
growing list of casualties of the 
subprime crisis, but also report- 
ed an emergency injection of 
some $11.5 billion from Sin; 
pore and the Middle East. Simi- 
larly, MBIA said buyout firm 
Warburg Pincus has agreed to 
invest $1 billion in the company. 

“The UBS news is big. It 
brought home anew the power 
of oil money and sent an assur- 


ing message that there is 
enough money out there and 
the financial world is in no dan- 
ger of falling into a crisis," said 
Hitoshi Yamamoto, CEO of For- 
tis Asset Management Japan. 

South Korea's Woori Finance 
Holdings rose 2.5 percent and 
Australia's top investment bank 
Macquarie Group gained 4 per- 
cent. 

Traders said markets have 
fully factored in a quarter point 
cut in the benchmark rate to 
4.25 percent, but uncertainty 
over the Fed's message about 
outlook for next year kept many 
investors sidelined. 

Government bonds, which 
usually benefit from rate cuts, 
extended their overnight re- 


Hong Kong, South Korean stock markets lead region’s gainers 


ket about the subprime issue, 
and this along with expecta- 
tions of a US rate cut, will sup- 
port stocks" said Masayoshi 
‘Yano, senior manager of invest- 
information at Tokai 
Tokyo Securities. 


treat as market players further 
unwound bets on an aggressive 
half-point cut after surprisingly 
firm data from the troubled US 
housing market. 

Japan's benchmark 10-year 
bond yield hit a one-month high 
at 1.580 percent, tracking 
overnight falls in US Treasuries. 

US debt prices, however, 
edged up in Asian trade. 

Receding fears of a sharp US 
economic slowdown and fading 
expectations of aggressive Fed 
cuts helped the dollar, which hit 
a one-month high against the 
yen at 111.95, before retreating 
to 111.80, still way above a 2-% 
low of 107.22 yen hit last 
month. 

‘The euro was little changed 


.. 1 


against the dollar at around 
$1.4720 and a touch firme: 
against the yen. H 

Traders said the dollar was 
likely to hold steady until the 
Fed decision, with high yielding 
currencies such as the Aus- 
tralian dollar and the sterling 
most likely to benefit from re- 
covering risk appetite at the éx- 
pense of the low-yielding yen. 

Oil prices edged up abave 
$88 as dense fog slowed im- 
ports along a key Texas water- 
way. 

But crude remained well bë- 
low lest monthis record high 
near $100 with forecasts of 
mild winter in the United States 
and lingering concerns about 
the health of the US economy 
suggesting softer demand in the 
world’s top consumer market. 

Reuters 
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Globe backs 2nd Micro 


Entrepreneur Trade Fair 
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IN LINE WITH THE VISION OF SMALL AND MEDIUM EN- 
trepreneurs (SMEs) to work together in leading our county to- 
wards economic growth, Globe backs the 2nd Micro Entrepreneurs 
‘Trade Fair, an event that provides a venue for showcasing not only 
ye 
M» 
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NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the folowing companieslemployers have fled with 
this Regional Office applications for Allen Employment Perils 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Regional Office No. IV-A 


Name and Address Nama о Foreign 
of CompanyiEmployer NationaliCitizonship Position 
1. ULTRA-PAK PHILIPPINES "Mr Hult Chand Super 
CORPORATION Chinese 
FCE, Brgy. ngon 
Dasmanaas, Cowie 
E ULTRAPAK PHILIPPINES Tar ig Hong sr г 
‘CORPORATION Tainanese 
FCE. Brgy, Lang, 
Dasmanfes. Cove 
3- ULTRKPAKPHLIPPIES. Wr Shang Wel rian | Manager 
‘CORPORATION Taiwanese 
FCE. Brgy. Langaan. 
гулала. Came 
X TAKSHAPHLIPPNESINC. | We Ryokic Unumak | Cearroam 
Legaspi Waage Matan Cy Эрезе Design Engneer 
‘ao Toshiba. Lagina 
Тайгара. Bina. Laguna 
E AWKOR TECHNOLOGY Tie Ving Cin Chen! Sean 
PHLIPPNES INC. po Rüpcuo 
Laguna Тег\горәй, Bitan, Lagura 
$. HOUSERESEARCHS. тас Кеа Кайна ^ | Techical Ader 
DEVELOPMENT PTE, LTD. Japanese REO 
CEL Rosano, Cavin Vetion System 
T. HOUSERESEARGHE ч. тозо Trager Fame 
DEVELOPMENT PTE. LTD, Hatamatar але 
СЫ. Rosano. Саме Japanese 
| 27 House RESEARCH Mar, Hiroshi itn Maragr Fame 
=] ` pevevopuenr Pre. то, Japanese [4 
И CE2 Rosario cone | 


If you have any informationiobjection to the above-mentioned spplications 
please communicate withthe Regional Director. 


ATTY. RICARDO S. MARTINEZ, SR., CESO NI 


(POI Deesmber 12.2007) Regional Director 


{ jj COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
|) BET 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Committee (ВАС) invites interested parties to apply for eligibiity and to bid 
for the following: 


PROJECT NO. 1 
$] оевсяртом SUPPLY OF IT EQUIPMENT 
"LOCATION Commission on Human Rights 


U.P. Complex, SAAC Bullding 
ih Avo., Diliman, 


APPROVED BUDGET 
PRE-BID CONFERENCE 


1,496,000.00 (Regular Capital Outlay) 
December 21, 2007, 2:00 p.m. 
Conference Ноот 


January 11, 2008, 10:00 a.m. 
‘CHR Conference Room 


‘SUBMISSION AND. 
OPENING OF BIDS 


SPECIFICATION 


No. of Units Description 
One (1) Server Machine 
One (1) Server Machine 
One (1) 500 GB сар. USB 20 


Interface External 
Hard drive 

Smali Form Factor РС. 
With builtin power supply 


Nineteen (19) 


Ton (10) Desktop PC 
3 Two (2) Desktop PC 
D Nineteen (19) Fax, Scanner and 


Copier (all-in-one) 
Win XP Professional OEM 
Licanso (Service Pack 2) 
Bidding Documents shall be issued upon payment of a non-refundable 
amount of ONE THOUSAND PESOS (Php 1,000.00). The Bidding 
Documents shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or his 
authorized representative 

PROJECT NO. 2 
DESCRIPTION 
LOCATION 


Sixteen (16) 


SUPPLY OF IT EQUIPMENT 
U.P. Complex, SAAC Building, 
Commonwealth Avenue, Diliman, 
Quezon City 

Php 820,000.00 (EJK Fund) 

Decembor 21, 2007, 2:00 p.m. 
Conference Room 


January 11, 2008, 10:00 am. 
Conferance Room 


APPROVED BUDGET 
PRE-BID CONFERENCE 


‘SUBMISSION AND 
OPENING OF BIDS 


‘SPECIFICATIONS 


No. of Units Пет Description 

Two (2) Desktop PC. 

One (1) Server Machine 

One (1) Server Machine. 

Ten (10) Small Form Factor PC with 
Built-in power supply 

Ten (10) Win XP Professional OEM 


License (Service Pack 2) 
JL Bidding Documents shall be Issued upon payment of a non-refundable 
‘amount of FIVE HUNDRED PESOS (Php 500.00). The Bidding Documents 
shall be received by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. 
Interested parties are advised to submit Letter of Intent and photocopy 
of their Latest Certificate of Registration of Business Name (with original for 
authentication) from December 17-19, 2007. 

Eligibilty Statement Forms shall be issued on December 17-19, 2007 
Duly Accomplished Eligibility Statemonts shall be placed in а Sealed 
‘envelope and shall be submitied to the Chairman, CHR-BAC, Commission 
‘on Human Rights, SAAC Building, U.P. Complex, Commonwealth Avenue. 
Diliman, Quezon City from December 20-21, 2007. 

Bid Documents shall be mado available only to eligible bidders for 
issuance upon payment of fee at tha BAC Secretarial, upon presentation of 
the original Certificate of Eligibility. 

Bid Proposals shall be submitted in two (2) sealed brown envelopes 
with the name of the project to be bid and the name of the bidder in captat 
letters addressed io the Chairman of the CHR Bids and Awards Committee, 
SAAC Building, U.P. Complex Diliman, Quezon City. The "First Envelope" 
shall contain the accomplished Technical Statoments and the “Second 
Envelope" shall contain the financial proposal 

‘Al particulars relative to Eligibility, Bid Bond, Performance Bond, Pre- 
Bid Conference, Bid Envaliation and Award of Contract shall bo governed 
by the provisions of Republic Act No. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and 
Regulations. 

“Tho CHR reserves the right to rejoct any or alíbids/olibilty statements 
to declare а failure of bidding if there is, among others, reason to waive any 
Fequired formally in the bids received, and to accept the bid most 
advantageous to the government, 


(504) COMM. ELIGIO P. MALLARI 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 


ри De. 12. 2007, 


the products of SMEs, but also a venue 
where SMEs come together to foster a mu- 
tually beneficial alliance. 

This year’s fair, dubbed “Negosyong 
Pinoy 2007”, showcased different business 
opportunities in all segments, highlighting 
home-grown businesses, products and ser- 
vices offered to aspiring or growing en- 
trepreneurs. The event also boasted of an 
exhibit of suppliers, service providers, fi- 
nancial institutions and presentations from 
various business owners on in-demand 
ventures and ideas. 

"Negosyong Pinoy 2007” is organized by 
the Center for Small Entrepreneurs Inc 
(CSE-a  поп-моск, non-profit en- 
trepreneurial center whose primary thrust 
is to promote entrepreneurship through en- 
terprise building and development with fo- 
cus on SMEs. 

Globe Business has actively campaigned 
for the empowerment of SMEs. It has part- 
nered with both the public and private sec- 
tor to help micro entrepreneurs establish 
their businesses. Globe takes pride in team- 
ing up with other believers in the potential 
of SMEs, hence the company stalwartly 
supports organizations such as CSE and its 
projects, like the Micro Entrepreneurs 
Trade Fair. 


TELETRCH, THE LARGEST AND FASTEST GROWING BPO 
company in thé Philippines, playedihost to the biggest gathering of 
call center agents in celebration of arousing year for the company. 
No less than 6,000employees gathered Dec atthe Silver City 
strip in Pasig City for the company’s holiday partý. 
Валео, One ofthe country sgjottes bands today, waved the 
erowdiwith an electrifying performance. 
But the real highlight of the party was the showcase 
of alents.from different Tele Tech sites-from Bacoorto. 
Caintato Novaliches and Pasay: 
‘The presentations include bands, street dancing, 
a fashion show atíd eyen ң “TeleTech Idol Show- 
down", | 
"This demonstrates the other side.of skills. 


еъ сабот of uie Filipino talent by itself 
id Maulik Parekh, TeleTech vice president 
land generalmanager РАЗА. — 
TeleTech is also celebrating a milestone in. 
its five-year history in the Philippines, The 
country recently achieved its target of 
15,000 Worker, making it among the 
biggest BPO.operatorsin the country today. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2007 


DIAGEO PARTY LAUNCH FEATURES OVER 200 BRANDS 
The world's leading premium drinks business. 
raised another big toast with the launch of its Di- 
зрео Party, with more than 200 products, Dia- 
geo marked this special occasion at Fiamma Bar 
& Ristauranti in Makati as an extraordinary way е) 
of celebrating life everyday and everywhere with 
Diageo brands. ‘Our brands offer consumers a 


Evangelista 


Starmaker mounts pyro musical shows 
"We like the way the audiences react in our 
weekly shows at Mall of Asia. They appreciate 
our shows,” says Doy Tan, managing director 
of Starmaker Fireworks, the country's number 
one fireworks and special effects manufactur- 
er. Viewers to the pyromusical shows at the 
Mall of Asia must have seen the award-win- 
ning fireworks that continue to amaze thou- 
‘sands of visitors to the MOA every Friday and 
Saturday at 7 p.m. "We always gi 

ences something new and 
sent special effects they have not seen before. 


our audi- 
ferent. We pre- 


variety of ways to mark big events in their lives 

and brighten small ones’, says John Alonte, 

managing director of Diageo Philippines. 

Shown, from left, are: Host Sam Oh, with Diageo 
cutives Agnes Landi 

Charles Palanca Ill, John Alonte and Jasper. 


Charles Palanca IV, 


We try to do different things every week,” he 
says. The fireworks display is accompanied by 
music which is usually happy and danceable. 
“Filipinos are a happy people. They love to cel- 
ebrate. Music is one thing that separates our 
pyromusicals from other pyromusical shows 
all over the world." Shows at the Mall of Asia, 
Robinsons and Alabang Town Center last be- 
tween 3 to 5 minutes. Starmaker is also 
preparing a New Year show at the Mall of Asia. 
For inquiries, call Starmaker at 534-2655 or 
visit www.starmakerfireworks.com. 


this 


Y "We expect to grow even further in 


few years arid acquire. It. 
паноа cess BPO эб rs and ее ise | 
i Parekiassi 


лепат 


BRIAN DELANEY, TeleTech execu- 
tive vice president, global service 
delivery, speaks to the biggest 


gathering of call center agents in 
celebration of a rousing year for 
the company. 


Republic of tho Philippines 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
** А DY Inti Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St, Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the folowing companies/employers have filed 
with this Regional Office application's for Alien Employment Permits 


Name and address of 
Company/Employer 


Name of Foreign ` Position 


National/Citizenship 


WEPHONE ONLINE, INC. 
Uni А, 2UF Strata 2000 ВЮ. 
Emerald Ave., Ortigas Сеше. 


Myung Chul Jang Manager 
Korean 


Pasig Сау 

MARINE BENEFITS ASSISTANCE Ivar Hanestad President 
SERVICE, INC. Norwegian 

Sune 1903 19/F Peak Tower, 

107 LP Leviste SL, Salcedo Vilage, 

Makati City 

HITACHI ASIA LTD. нюні Goo General Manager 
251: Paci Star Bldg. Makati Ave. Japanese 

cor. Sen. Gi Puyat Аке. Makati City 

COLLAGE BEVERLY HILLS- Shigeki Ogaki Salon System 
PHILIPPINES, INC. Japanese Consutam & 

189 Mindanao’ Ave. Specialist 

Toro, Quezon City 

SUJIN MARITIMA SHIPPING ШС. — Seungho Han Senior Accountant 
ZIF Tivoli Greens, Batasan Hils, Korean 

Quezon Ciy 

HANBIA ENGLISH TUTORIAL Yongin Choi Marketing Manager 
CENTER Korean 

Bk 22 Lot 27 Jasmine St, 

TS Cruz Subdivision, Las Pinas Cy 

AMAZING PHIL. THEATRE INC. din Yeong Kwak ^ Consutant 
Mania Film Center, Leona Florentino Korean 

or, Dela Rama Sts., Сива! Center 

© фе Philippines, Roxas Bird. Mania 

JABEZ INT'L. EDUCATIONAL Jong Но Hyun Manager 
CENTER INC. Korean 

ӨР Polars Bido., #48 Polaris SL, 

Bel-Air Vilage, Makati City 

‘SINCLAIR KNIGHT MERZ Kim Oxenbridge Senior Consutant 
ЗЫ Orient Square Bidg., ustalan 

Emerald Ave., Ortigas Cir. Pasig Chy 

LARSEN & TOUBROINFOTECH Rats Datiavaya — System Analyst 
ШТЕР Pawar 

24 & 2IIF Tower II, The Enterprise ingan 


6766 Ayala Ave., Makati Chy 


ч you have any informationlobjection № the above-mentioned applications please 
communicate wth the Regional Drectr. 


(DL December 12,2007) 


Glycemic index gab Dec. 13 


THE SCHOOL OF NUTRITION 
of the Philippine Women's Uni- 
versity and the Food and Nutri- 
tion Research Institute of the 
Department of Science and 
Technology will hold а sympo- 
sium “Glycemic Index: A Tool 
for Wellness,” on Dec. 13, 1 
p.m. at Isla Ballroom 3 of Edsa 
Shangri-la Hotel, Ortigas Cen- 
ter, Pasig City. 

Resource speaker is Thomas 
MS Wolever, professor at the De 
partment of Institutional Sci- 
ences of University of Toronto, 
Canada and president of 
Glycemic Index (GI) Laborato- 
ries in Canada. 

Well-known for his works on 
the symposium theme, Wolever's 
research interests include the ef- 
fects of dietary carbohydrates on 
human physiology and 
metabolism. 

The visiting expert said his 
presentation will illustrate the 
importance of GI, a method of as- 
sessing the quality of dietary car- 
bohydrates according to the ex- 
tent to which the food raises the 
blood sugar. 

"The symposium aims to in- 
form the public, notably health 
professionals, food manufactur- 
ers and regulatory board mem- 
bers of its importance in human 
health and diseases and will also 


ore divert 


(000 TeteTéctrniniy- 
pes por with Bamboo, 
Sliver Gity, P: . 


tackle the applicability of the GI 
concept to nutrition labeling,” he 
said. 

The program starts with a 
prayer to be led by PWU chaplain 
Msgr Hernando Coronel, fol- 
lowed with the welcome remarks 
by Chancellor Dr. Dolores Lasan. 

An overview and historical 
perspective of GI will be deliv- 
ered by Dr. Trinidad Trinidad of 
DOST. 

The panel of reactors to the 
lecture of Wolever who will be 
introduced by Dr. Leonora Pan- 
lasigui, dean of PWU School of 
Nutrition, are Dr. Luisito Llido of 
St. Luke's Medical Center, Habib 
Chammas of Nestle Philippines 
Inc and Dr. Leticia Gutierrez of 
the DOH. 

Preceding the open forum to 
be presided by associate dean Er- 
linda Evora, PWU president, is 
Dr. Amelou B. Reyes who will 
give an inspirational message. 

To present the synthesis and 
summary of the lecture is Dr 
Mario Capanzana of DOST, while 
Executive Director Dr Jaime 
Montoya of PCHRD-DOST will 
deliver the closing remark 
Serving as master of ceremonies 
is Aida Malillin of DOST. 

The one-day lecture is spon- 
sored by Cargill, Nestle Nutri- 
tion, and Del Monte. 


Art and music under one roof Dec. 15! 


FOR DECADES, TATTOOS AND 
rock and roll have always been as- 
sociated with rebellion and counter 
culture-both a badge of one's indi- 
Viduality and uniqueness. Tribal 
Gear, the people behind many of 
the nation's trendiest outfits, pre- 
sents "Dutdutan '07", a fusion of 
rock concert and tattoo competi- 
tion which is going to be held on 
Dec. 15 at the Philippine Trade and 
Training Center Най В. Philippine 
Tattoo Artist Guild (PhIITAG) presi- 
dent Ricky Sta. Ana aims to uplift 
the standard of the tattoo industry, 


and there's no better way to show- 
case this than through a competi- 
tion that features not only visual 
artists but performing artists as 
well, such as Beatmatics, Concrete 
Sam, Cosmic Love, D-Coy, Grey- 
houndz, Kadanngyan, Kamikazee, 
Niniskirt, Queso, Sinag, Sinosikat, 
Slapshock, Urbandub and Valley of 
Chrome. Tickets are available at 
the gate and at the Skinworkz Tat- 
too and Body Piercing Shop (Pasi- 
iyo D19 Cartimar Arcade, Pasay 
City) with contact number 845- 
5001. 


€———— 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Province of La Union 
City of San Fernando 2500 
OFFICE OF THE PROVINCIAL TREASURER, 
December 10.2007 
FINAL NOTICE OF DELINQUENCY 


US COMPANY LOOKING FOR 
BUSINESS PARTNER 


Bo 


MRS. ома B. 00, Serer Ves Paso ок, 
BAUANG PRIVATE POWER CORPORATION, Br. Payocpoc Sur, Bauang. 2501 La Union 


"а ало nom you atur recat show Pat your ru propery taxes Go on i 


i 


$n your rame end ta remain unpaid rom 1005 1o July 31.2007 which hve bean 


sud aa EU emma Fes Та Pea agi бугын белиш a ono posses ta p d Soran RU Аа Tne ae 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID Sirm ве вине вон 
The Department of Health-Caraga, through its Bids and Awards L5 p ———— 
Gommitiee (BAC), Invites suppliers manufacturers distributors/ бизгә тусо: Sr Snorra a oR Gorpuione зой up 1o uy 31,2007 


‘contractors to apply for eligibility and to bid for the hereunder project: 


Name of Project : PROCUREMENT OF DRUGS & MEDS., 
MEDICAL LAB. EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 


Location. : DOH-CENTER FOR HEALTH DEVELOPMENT- 


CARAGA 
: DRUGS & MEDS., MEDICAL LAB. EQUIPMENT 
& SUPPLIES 


Brief Description 


Approved Budget 
For the Contract 
Contract Duration 
Delivery Period 


PhP 12,226,041.33 


(POI December 128 19,2007) 


Very indy yours, 
(Soa) VIOLETA B. ABENOSA 
1GB- Municipal Treasurer 
(So) FRANCIS RE. ESTIGOY 


Prospective bidders should have experience In undertaking a similar 
project within the last (state number of years, minimum 2) with an amount 
Gf atleast 50% of the proposed project for bidding. The Eligibility Check/ 


Tanboangs Oy Бес Cooperate, ne 
Screening as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non- К) tive, Inc. 
еси | Lm: Раат] [OIV ENGINEER | | LICENSED RIT 
e INVITATION TO BID 
Aliparticulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, IMUS, CAVITE = 
Па | |in 3yersegeiene| | ARCHITECT | | neon onone compan re ФАСО ирик nah nate 
Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the For Housing MAB = Construction!  Above-ave. Sugplers to bid forthe supply of he folowing electrical materisiequpmentiems, 1o wit: 
portent provisions ot R.A. 8164 and ts Implementing Rules and esos mes ——, 
Regulation (FR) все | | Bing sty -- | ee терер» 
The complete schedule of activities is isted, as follows: pr Excelent Knowledgeable in тае ота рне DGA RESULT FON EOUNALENT 
cal! sdersh Sls Бене тне 
Activities Schedule Fist Manca Prop. Network “ B AGENCY PRICE: P29,000 рег gram 
Issuance of Bid Documents. Jan. 5, 2008 Богев or Cal. 09175228850] Email resumé developments ашна! Родна he lice oi he Franca Department, 
инь ЕЕ ar танабай ону Peer ae et 
.- Submission of Lettera of nent emallresuméwipicto | | Е 
and Application for Eligibility tatrm7 6 yahoo.com. tatrm7 Gyahoo.com. ‘Submission of the Pre-qualification Requirements shall not be later than 5:00 pm of 
AW singe stage bidding в used, 


delete this activity) 

г Opening of Bids 

i. Bid Evaluation 
Post-qualification 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 


Jan. 10, 2008 
Jan. 22, 2008 
Jan. 29, 2008 


Бр 


December 12, 2007 and no documents appertaining thereto, shal be accepted rear. 
‘Al applicants wi bo duly noid as to the rasus of е pre-quallicalon ely process. 


Олу thse who ae prequaled wil ое alowed to participa hn the bing. A post quaicalon 
may be conducted according ата. 


"Bing wäl be conducted on December 13, 2007. 


асу 


Ime | оу ‘Saad vin бид copes stu be submited th Commitee сп Ве and ards at 
Notice of Award From Feb. 14-21, 2008 P1,800 БЕДИ [| ne onca ci e rosca Depron lh stove mentored aces on or balera 200 pmo 
> р DIAMONUS B Decembar 13, 2007. Fve percent (Васа Bona equ as a mater of pay 

For single-stage bidding: WITH DRIVER SESTIPRICE Тейри rejact any or ai bids, wai ny mally rh cro accept such bid as maybe 

Bid Documents will be avallable only to prospective bidders upon оз: оло FRAG || conser advantageous toe corp hardy esoe esent prorogata ZAICELCO. 

payment of a non-refundable amount of Two Thousand Pesos Only 7269687 8341572. (508) REINERIO R. RAMOS. 

(PhP2,000.00) for Drugs & Medicines and One Thousand Pesos Only Е-е 86 Е ‘General Manager 


(Php1,000.00) for Medical Laboratory Supplies and Equipment, to the 
Depariment of Health - Center for Health Development- Caraga Cashier 
Section. 


The Department of Health ~ Center for Health Development — Caraga 
assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate ог indemnify 
‘bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of the bid. 


Approved by: 


More Classified 


(PDL-December 12 13,200) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
| sso intorm t publc that ЗМАСО Engineering (M) San. 
‘Bhd. Represotstve Otic ih 
#32 Dr. Maldo del Rosario St, 


Ads on pages 


Commission on Human Rights Bio 
(Sgd.) FLORMINDA В. TEJANO, ОРА Department of Labor and Employment — NCR Bio 
(PO Des 12.200) See Department of Labor and Employment-REGIONIV B10 аон Tre Wenegeest 
SLR photo exhibit EUM xm 


ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
OFFICE OF THE GHQ 8105 AND AWARDS COMMITTEE ii 
Camp Gener Endo Дрита, Оол Oly 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


THE SAMAHAN NG MGA LITRATISTA SA RIZAL 
(SLR) Camera Club presents its award winning photos 
inan exhibitcalled "The Best of SLR” at Sta. Lucia East 
Grand Mall on Dec. 16-31. The exhibitis presented by 
Sta Lucia East Grand Mall with major sponsors 


Innovatronix, Tronix, Loreland, Epson, Crown Asia. | [— E "кошы 
Properties, Inc, Reed Steel Fabricators, пс and ШС | | манаму | ош | ылы | зше | 2 
Construction Enterprises. Minor sponsors are Veco COE == | мины | ж. The Goze Family 
Paper Corporation, Columibia Digtal Sales Company; | окы maaana | Soma | ma | umm томы а RENTE 
ршег Technologies, Swan Bakeshop, (Бє! E i i 
кА c | em Josefina Mact: = Е = ап > n 
е photo exhibit is open to the pul - ‘eae | ae 

ee oe нака КОТ] ull 4E — request prayers for the eternal repose oí 

SLR Camera Club is one of the oldest and dy- | | "бл бе Бе А АА 
namic camera clubs in the Philippines. Founded in ПГАМООРАСЕ БОРМЕН rw | SECC — тюш C ec Ir 10 р] e 07е. Г. 
1993 by Noel Lugod, Vicente Santos and Ramon | | 9299 4 кА D 
Castillo, SLR has consistently won in national and} | сг aamoy amy , 
international photo contests, including Photogra- | обе» otte она BAC w бесна 2 
pher ofthe Үеагаматд given by the Federation of | Заара үз Cane Generat Eto майна, uncon ty who peacefully joined our Creator 


pé 
Ta 3110001 Lo aes / Cal y 08182534834 
Таа оол Loc 5 


Philippine Photographers Foundation (FPPF) to 
SLR camera club member Gina Meneses. 


HUDCC to hold AFP Housing Fair 2007 


THE HOUSING AND 
Urban Development Co- 
ordinating Council 
(HUDCC) will hold its 
Ath Housing Fair on Dec. 
1719 at Сатр 
Aguinaldo in Quezon 


үш. Dee 12,2007 


Defense. 

Key Shelter Agencies 
(KSAs), Government Fi- 
nancial Institutions 
(СЕП) and at least 20 
property developers will 
take part in the Housing. 


concurrent | HUDCC 
(Chairman Noli"Kabayan" 
De Castro said. 

During the three-day 
fair, the Pag-IBIG Fund, 
National Home Mortgage. 
Finance Corporation and 


their own. We hope that 
this housing fair would 
augment the efforts of 
the AFP leadership to 
provide decent housing. 
to its personnel,” De 
Castro said. 


AFP housing projects na- 
tionwide, which could 
translate to an additional 
2,928 housing units 
‘when completed. 

The opening cer- 
emonies of the event 


OBITUARIES _— 


оп the 3rd of December, 2007 at the age of 74. 


His remains lie in state at Lumbang Chapel, 
La Funeraria Paz, Sucat, Parafiaque. 


Inumment will be on the 14th December 2007, 2:00 p.m. at the 


Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina. 
T 
29. 
э, 
we 


“There will always be a special place in our hearts for you. You will 
always be remembered by people whose lives you have touched. Special 
‘moments of love and laughter, of sorrows and tears, of blessings and 

celebrations will be cherished in our hearts for all eternity." 


City. Dubbed as AFP 
Housing Fair 2007, the 
event is intended to ben- 
efit uniformed as well as 
non-uniformed person- 
nel of the Armed Forces 
ofthe Philippines and the 
Department of National 


Fair, 

“We would like our 
brave soldiers to have the 
opportunity to acquire 
good quality yet afford- 
able shelter for their 
families who depend on 
them,” Vice Presidentand 


other KSAs and the GFIs 
will sell their foreclosed 
properties at a very low 
interest and payable in as 
Jong as 30 years. 

“We recognize the 
dire need of our troops to 
have homes they can сай 


To date, the AFP, 
through its Housing 
Board, has awarded 
13,207 quarters or hous- 
ing units to its officers, 
enlisted personnel and ci- 
vilian employees alike. 
‘There are other on-going 


will be graced by the 
Vice President himself, 
DND ^ Secretary 
Gilberto Teodoro Jr., 
AFP Chief of Staff 
Hermogenes Esperon 
and other government 
and military officials 


Lam thé way, 
=the truth and „ 
= the life. No опе 
comes to the Father 
except through Me. 


LAFUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Tel. Nos.: 712-3001; 749-3806 to И 


Dr. Leonardo P. Marcelo 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on December 9, 2007 at the age of 74. 
His loving wife, Tita 
Children: 
Melanie and Popet, 
Jun and Marivic, 
Melody and Ronnie, 
Ron; 

and Grandchildren request the pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Interment will be on Saturday, December 15, 2007 at The Sanctuary 
San Isidro Memorial Park, Poblacion, San Isidro, Nueva Ecija after | 
the 2:00 p.m. Holy Mass. 
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CITY PLACE 


PHASE1 
The New Face of Chinatown 


Own a 2-Bedroom unit for as low as 
P23,800 a month 


Give your loved ones the gift of love and joy to share 
and to cherish, season after season. Cityplace. 


Raise your family in the lap of luxury in the heart of Chinatown. 
Choose from spacious two- to four-bedroom homes lavished with 
thoughtful touches. A bathtub in the master's bedroom. Panoramic 
views of Manila and its breathtaking sunset. An imposing lobby with 
four high-speed elevators. 24-hour security and privacy 


Relax and rejuvenate yourself in your own playground seven stories 
above Chinatown, Smell the flowers in a landscaped garden. 
Stroll along а trellised walkway. Go swimming while the kids have 
fun in the wading pool or playground. Enjoy a sauna in the gym or 
unwind in the game room. There's a day care center for kids and 

a business center for their parents, along with a clubhouse and 
function rooms. 


Say goodbye to those long, stressful trips to the mall. At Cityplace, 
you're just an elevator ride away from a three-level shopping 
paradise. A few steps away, the Cityplace Richmonde Hotel is the 
place to do business with pleasure. 


And the best of Chinatown are just a сайга ride away—from 
topnotch Chinese schools to the shops along Ongpin and the offices 
along Quintin Paredes. Also close by are Divisoria's bargain stores 
and Manila's University Belt and historical landmarks. 


This season, give the gift that lasts—and lasts. Cityplace. 


Visit us this holiday season at our new showroom: 
Burke Plaza, San Fernando corner Sto. Cristo, Binondo, Manila 


Tels.: 241-7012 * 241-6563 * 241-8000 
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A Landmark Residential Development of 


NX 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


www.megaworldcorp.com 
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and perseverance 
shine through 
‘ence more 


Handcrafted to harness 
the sun, slice the wind 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


INAG, 
the rook- 
ie Philip- 


pine solar car 
entry to the re- 
cently conclud- 
ed 3000-km 
World Solar 
Challenge held 
in Australia, 
placed 11% out 
of 20 competi- 
tors in the race 
challenge class. 
That finish 
seems unre- 
markable, but if 
you look at the 
unique manner 
in which Sinag 
was created, 
one would look 
at Sinag—and 
its feat—in a 
new light. 

Sinag's plug and 
mold were manual- 
ly done, handcraft- 
ed in other words, 
while competitors 
used computer nu- 
merically controlled 
machines. 

Plug, a terminolo- 
gy used for metal 
casting, is the shape. 
of the solar car 
made of 
polyurethane foam. 
This forms the basis 
for making the mold 
of the car. 

Sinag, further- 
more, didn’t under- 
go a wind tunnel 
test, but instead the 
team just utilized a 
software to simulate 
wind aerodynamics, 

These small but 
crucial facts about 
Sinags ^ creation 
were revealed by 
engineer Rene Fer- 
nandez, Team 
Sinag’s overall tech- 
nical team leader, to 
INQumzm Motoring 
recently. 

: Competitors used 
handcrafted shells, 
but then used CNC 
machines for the 
plug and mold," he 
said. 


A bit different 
“Fernandez added 
that the process of 
inaking the Sinag 
shell was a bit dif 
ferent, too. It had 
hot been "oven 
baked" and there 
was по vacuum- 
fnake compared to 
competitors." 

“We were unique. 
In our case, the 
plug, the mold and 
the final shell were 
fanderafted,” Һе 
said. 

Fernandez added 
that due to the un. 
availability of a 
wind tunnel, the 
ieam was resource 
ful enough to deter. 
mine the drag co-ef. 
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HE YEA 


FOR THE FIRST TIME A KOREAN BRAND, KIA, GARNERED THE MOST 
NUMBER OF MAJOR AWARDS AT THE 4TH CAR OF THE YEAR (COTY) 
PHILIPPINES AWARDS PROGRAM WHICH WAS HELD AT THE 
ROCKWELL TENT IN MAKATI CITY LAST 

NOVEMBER 15, 2007 BY THE CAR AWARDS GROUP, INC. 

(CAGI) ORGANIZER OF COTY, UPSETTING OTHER 

POPULAR JAPANESE, AMERICAN AND 

EUROPEAN CAR BRANDS. 


WINNER 
BASIC SUBCOMPACT AWARD - 
EXECUTIVE SUB-COMPACT AWARD — 
COMPACT VAN & MPV AWARD — 
EXECUTIVE VAN & MPV AWARD — 


pm] 


Email pr motoringOinquirercom ph 
Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 
Text us your feedbacks inquirer mtr 


pomelagecty esae to 2207 (Globe) 
or 283 (Smart) 


WINDSHIELD 


* RESTORES CLARITY 00-05, STRENET 1001 
+ ТЕЙЕШ SCRATCHES, ACD RANG € SUCK BURIHP 
* ЕНСЕ EMISSION TESTING - Php 350.00 

+ ACCREDITED € AUTRORIZED BY ИТЛ 

CALL NOW BEFORE ITS TOO LATE! 
MANILA MIDWEST ‘cis: зови 
aR. ani, Rc Tei 06-2925 /286-0382 
Kin To Agua Hi wer Tolaba Vl, Bacoor, Covite 
Tel.: (046) 970-2464 Сей# 0928-4050044 / 0921-5791303 
‘Website: hip://members. ac сопп/ йе сот 


Brna a PISO OFF excep on Eon Test Epio e 129107 


SCORES A STUNNING 
T IN THE 2007 


(um 


Rafael Nadal 
Reigning fhres-ti 
French Open champion 


‘Actual unit may vary from photo 


ware. METRO VANLA GREENHILLS ты 74430945 Te 6453855 lc Z>ESGUERRA Te 411-252 PAGAY Te 52-1682 Io S9 QUIRINO AVENUE Te 6¢-872-SHAW 185344605 NOVALICHES Tel 453-8052 MARIKINA Té 682-950 1o 
Te likened the | ТАКТОО Teetoxses1s7-BNONDO Tel 26-2037 32LIBS Te 10585 CUBAO Tel 42117 9 MANOALUYONG Tei 531-4531 1 ЖБИ МАНДА Te, 722-0832 lo 3 MANLABAY Te 5-144 35-QUEZONAVE, To 743.6599 MAKATI 
Randcraking of the | АИ ТА 52.UZONBAANGA Te ОО ROSA Ta АВА KE GSC TS (04692 021) РАМРАМАТЫ (04581-18510 


plug and mold as 


BPPANGASNUN Ты. (OTSSI7-IS0SPALAWAN Та. 08442 96S CABANATUAN Tel. (CUIGODSZIQLEGASP! Té (080881-1529 VISAYAS LOLO ты (033J338-1676-BACOLOD Tel. (034K34-8079:CEBU CITY Tel (022733. 
‘TED MANOAUE CITY Te (22)44-381SBOHOK Tal (0385071 01:2500МАСИЕТЕ Te 025718 889 ORMOG ТЫ. (053551544 TACLOBAN Тыз (0525234128 CARLOS CITY Tes. (034)729-4595 MNIDANAO, BUTUAN Te 


that ofa typical taly- | esas zo zai (08202337431 ZAMBOANGA te (вааз Оян Пен. (59221-057-CAGRIANDE ORO ТЫ.беар 545570 Të (082/234-0087 o S8 GENERAL GANTOS CITY Tes. (кухан DIPOLOG T 
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beg for 4-pis- 
ton“ Brem- 
bos, 

None other 
than the Hyundai 
Getz 1.3 CRDI deli 
fis. this pockétsized 
punch. Priced. amund 
P630,000; one can imagine that most of 
the inoney went into the engine. Learn to 


live with the cheap plastie ofthe?90s interi 


ог and the aches and groans of the budget 
chassis and realize that the other H'brand 
knows how to build fun cars too. 

Tn the next segment, the beleaguered 
compact sedan niche; an old familiar 
пате delivers the best bang for buck 
driving. In 35 years of this model's exis- 
tence, many of this сагъ faithful follow- 
ers thought that Honda lost the plot wich 


the bland and boring seventh generation, - 


the: eighth generation FD 
chassis brings back the Honda Civic that 
Generation: X tuners and enthusiasts 


+ experience, 


жа 


ео 


an 


TOYOTA DEALER ЕТАН: TOYOTA ALABANG. IE 807-3707 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY. 04 444-381 ОТО AO CITY. а 2) 023273 t (O74) 390-4128 Зла 23.578 TOYOTA АЛЕМ. C. а So t$ 
ОО 075 TOYOTA PALINTAWIR NORTA 921-7215 17 138/09 (S2 Ta rk АВ латте 783 TODA BATANGAS CITE, M. ИЗ, 723 1 (6 123698 TOYOTA BON PAAGADUE 77-200 TOYOTA ААП CTE. 
Фили п п TOYOTA Сит DE ORD, ЖС, Rz 370/79 / ЗН Ка 25272 882P) 737-480 TOYOTA CEBO CIPE, ВС. B2 55116 TOYOTA СЕВ (032) 305-2870 TOYOTA COMMONWEALTH 952-1021 n 7 
ТОНА CUBAO, МС а W 83 TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITY, NG, I) 517.2028 в 28 S ФИ 1 G7 4773 TOYOTA CASAS СКТ ub ES 203 ON) 0228/2956 st re NOA S42 saas tau TOYOTA DAVAO 
ОНА С 3 69 82 34 3640 татат OLD CITY, МС. ИЗ, ИЕП 19 TOYOTA MAKAT, INC.. 887-3233 TOOTA MANILA BAT CORP. E 

wwioysmcomph ТОПОЛА ONB, Ie, 38:1811 1a 29 TOYOTA PASONG ND, NC. 652-54 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE. AC. 712-5201 05 TOYOTA SAN FEANANDO. 659 6L Ie TOYOTA SU, WE. 17-4707 lo OB TOYOTA ЗНАЕТЕ 7-556 б / STONED 


| Snappy, 


| freshened X3 PA | 


SUBARU Impreza 


bani WRX 
Subaru Impreza’ 
“Fine, let's concede 1 
STi is closer to the fulEblo 


numbers ga ы 
P1,700,000 would-be tallysrepeg 
‘get 230 bhp and 330 Nmofrorauest 


у massive 


ES 


Einn 
galya 


Philippine roads, Another, 
deris that at halfa million eh 
full-blown’ STi; this everyds 
conservatively delivers. 
So there they are, the се iar KA 

$ helped. define the: 

year. Por the shea 
choice, we consu 
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By Tessa R. Salazar < 


MW'S SPORTS ACTIVI 

ty vehicle with the “ath- 

letic Asian physique" (as 
we call the X5's mini-me ver- 
sion) sports a néw engine, a 
fresh interior and exterior de- 
sign as well as some new high- 
tech stuff. 

The X3 magic has not yet worn out, 
as it retains the nimble handling, ad- 
mirable steering and braking with the 
touch of that stiff ride. 

The new X3 2.5Si makes its debut 
with its in-line six-cylinder engine 
that features a lightweight composite 
magnesium/aluminum crankcase. It 
weighs just 165 kg and features vari 
able Valvetronic valve control. 


Power 
The 2.5515 power can be tapped 


styling of rear bodywork has been changed 
down the bodywork. 


| features . 


| new enging- 


и ux 4398] 


— —— lm. 


< p FRONT profile; larger and more promin 
above a redesigned front bumper and an 


through a six-speed automatic trans- 
mission that features the latest in con- 
verter technology and particularly 
powerful software standard (reduced 
reaction and gearshift times by up to 
50 percent compared to a convention- 
al A/T system, according to experts). 

For fuel-conscious SAV enthusiasts, 
try testing the X32.0d that features 
the four-cylinder power unit with the 
latest generation common-rail direct 
injection. 

‘The specs indicate that it has a max 
output of 150 hp, with torque at 330 
Nm all the way from 2,000 to 2,500 
rpm. 

The acceleration (according to the 


iking night design. The 


| with color coded panels extending lower 


Ready 


Engine: Cast iron 358 cubic inch 
(max) V8 with aluminum heads 


‘Speedway in the Food 


Top speed: 200 mph (est) 
Length: 198.5 inches _ 
Width: 74.0 in, 

Height: 63.5 in. 


“May vary for 
resiricior-piates races 


Larger cockpit - 
Roof is 2 1/2 inches 
higher and the green- 


from 4 to 6 inches to impact the car's 
downforce and aerodynamic balance 


‘After seven years of planning and testing, NASCAR's 
Car of Tomorrow debuts Sunday at Bristol Motor 


where teams willbe required to use it this season, 


Rear wing — Replaces the rear spoiler- Ј 
and can be adjusted up to 16 degrees, 
Horsepower’: 850 @ 9,000 RPM providing better balance and control 


City 500, the first of 16 races 


e 


such 
quipped. 


ые | Filipinos 
thicker 
container 


cage door bars and 
panels to attenuate 
energy upon impact. 


++ Double frame rail 
with steel plating — 

Covers driver's side door bars 
to help prevent intrusion 
during impact 


‘SOURCE: NASCAR 
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ilipinos among the best 

During the Inquirer Motor- 
ing's past interviews with car re- 
storers, it has been noted that 

were 

world’s best in terms of work- 
manship and craftsmanship, 
particularly when working with 
таге car parts. With some rare 
or vintage cars needing some 
missing parts, Filipino crafts- 
men would copy what is left 
and transform it into a mold. 

Team Sinag researched and 
used computer models to come 
up with an aerodynamic design. 
Sinag has a drag coefficient of 
0.1, which allows it to move for- 
ward using less energy. 

Its steering system consists of 
surplus motorbike front forks 


ес. 


TOYOTA : 


kidney gti 
color cod 
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manufacturers spec) is at 10.2 sec- 
onds (0 to 100 kph), with a top speed 
of 198 kph. 

The 2.5Si, on the other hand regis- 
ters 218 hp (26 hp more than the pre 
vious X3 2.5Si) and peak torque of 
250 Nm. Acceleration from 0 to 100 
kph is at 8.5 seconds with a top speed 
rated at 210 kph. Average fuel con- 
sumption in the EU cycle is a surpris 
ing 10.1 km/liter. 


Agility 
The ХЗ credits its agility to BMW's 
permanent intelligent xDiive all. 
wheel-drive system, which feeds the 
power of the engine quickly and pre. 
cisely to where it can be used best. 
Aside from ensuring driving stabili 
ty and traction, its new DSC or dy 
namic stability control optimizes the 
effect of the brakes by increasing 
brake pressure as required in re- 
sponse to even the slightest touch. 
The DSC comprises such 
crucial vehicle systems as the 
anti lock brakes, automatic 
stability control, and the hill 
descent control. 
The dynamic brake control 
also automatically maximizes 
brake pressure in an emergency 
when the driver is required to ap- 
ply the brakes all out. 


Handcrafted 


(neighborhood machine 
shop) thát repaired car bodies 
using mano-mano methods. 
"You really have to admire 
talent," 


and wheels; thd 
found on ordinary 
The monocryst 
solar cells we 
Philippines by Su 
Laguna facility. 
square-meter top 
ered with these| 


Fernandez 


among the 

In a separate 
Alvin Culaba, prd 
Philippine Amer 
tion of Scientists 
cited the Sinag Ч 
iy, 

"We don'thave 
wind tunnel to st 
dynamics of thel 
meant we are not 
and people whi 
brains. If we were 
same opportuniti 
laboratories and < 
would be able t 
world’s best.” 


30, 2007. 
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Snappy, 


freshened X3 -44 


features 
new engine 


MW'S SPORTS ACTIVI- 

ty vehicle with the “ath- 

letic Asian physique” (as 
we call the X5's mini-me ver- 
sion) sports a néw engine, a 
fresh interior and exterior de- 
sign as well as some new high- 
tech stuff. 

The X3 magic has not yet worn out, 
as it retains the nimble handling, ad- 
mirable steering and braking with the 
touch of that stiff ride. 

The new X3 2.5Si makes its debut 
with its in-line six-cylinder engine 
that features a lightweight composite 


able Valvetronic valve control. 


Power 
The 2.5575 power can be tapped 


NEW rear light clusters feature rods of LED 
styling of rear bodywork has been changed 
down the bodywork. 


и 
its that provide striking night design. The 


С 


м 


+ PHILIPPINE РА! 


C Ob dC ТӘ 


{ONT profile: larger and more promin 


above a redesigned front bumper and a n 


through a six-speed automatic trans- 
mission that features the latest in con- 
verter technology and particularly 
powerful software standard (reduced 
reaction and gearshift times by up to 
50 percent compared to a convention- 
al A/T system, according to experts). 

For fuel-conscious SAV enthusiasts, 
пу testing the X32.0d that features 
the four-cylinder power unit with the 
latest generation common-rail direct 
injection. 

‘The specs indicate that it has a тах 
output of 150 hp, with torque at 330 
Nm all the way from 2,000 to 2,500 
трт. 

The acceleration (according to ће 


ў 


with color coded panels extending lower 
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Engine: Cast iron 358 cubic inch 
(max) V8 with aluminum heads 
Horsepower’: 850 @ 9,000 RPM 
Top speed: 200 mph (est) 
Length: 198.5 inches. 

‘Width: 74.0 in. 

Height: 53.5 in. 

“May vary tor 

resincior-piaies races 


Speedway in the Food 
where teams will be rec 


Larger cockpit - 
Roolis 2 1/2 inches 
higher and the green- 
house 4 inches 
wider: driver moved 


{rom 4 to 6 inches to impact the car's 
down-force and aerodynamic balance 


Alter seven years of planning and testing, NASCAR's 
Car of Tomorrow debuts Sunday at Bristol Motor 


Rear wing - Raplaces the rear spoiler 
and can be adjusted up to 16 degrees, 
Providing better balance and control 


City 500. the hist of 16 races 
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Filipinos among the best 

During the Inquirer Motor- 
ing's past interviews with car re- 
storers, it has been noted that 

were 

world’s best in terms of work- 
manship and craftsmanship, 
particularly when working with 
rare car parts. With some rare 
or vintage cars needing some 
missing parts, Filipino crafts- ity 
men would copy what is left 
and transform it into a mold. 

Team Sinag researched and 
used computer models to come 
up with an aerodynamic design. 
Sinag has a drag coefficient of 
0.1, which allows it to move for- 
ward using less energy. 

Its steering system consists of 
surplus motorbike front forks 


greuiar headiigh 

manufacturer's spec) is at 10.2 sec 
onds (0 to 100 kph), with a top speed 
of 198 kph, 

The 2.551, on the other hand regis 
ters 218 hp (26 hp more than the pre 
vious ХЗ 2.551) and peak torque о! 
250 Nm. Acceleration from 0 to 100 
kph is at 8.5 seconds with a top speed 
rated at 210 kph. Average fuel con 
sumption in the EU cycle is a surpris 
ing 10.1 km/liter, 


Agility 
The X3 credits its agility to BMW's 
permanent intelligent xDiive all 
wheel-drive system, which feeds the 
power of the engine quickly and pre 
cisely to where it can be used best. 
Aside from ensuring driving stabili 
ty and traction, its new DSC or dy 
namic stability control optimizes the 
effect of the brakes by increasing 
brake pressure as required in re 
sponse to even the slightest touch. 
The DSC comprises such 
crucial vehicle systems as the 
anti lock brakes, automatic 
stability control, and the hill 
descent control. 
The dynamic brake control 
also automatically maximizes 
brake pressure in an emergency 
when the driver is required to ap- 
ply the brakes all out. 


Handcrafted 


(neighborhood machine 
shop) that repaired car bodies 

using mano-mano methods. 
“You really have to admire 
talent,” 
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"Wedon'thave. 
wind tunnel to st 
dynamics of the 
meant we are nor 
and people wh 
brains. If we wer 
same opportunit 
laboratories and « 
would be able 1 
world's best.” 
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RING 


RACING IS NOT THE ONLY CONCERN 
of the Federation Internationale de l'Au- 
tomobile (FIA) although it makes and im- 
plements rules for motor sports world- 
wide including Formula One, the World 
Rally Championship, Le Mans, the Dakar 
Rally and the Race of Champions. 

The FIA is also concerned about the 
clamor for dramatic action to stop global 
warming which is the subject of the ongo- 
ing Climate Change Conference in Bali at- 
tended by delegates from nearly 190 na- 
tions. Although automobiles today are 
cleaner and more fuel-efficient as a result 
of improvements in technology and fuels 
that reduce both toxic emissions and the 
quantity of carbon dioxide emitted per ve- 
hicle, the FIA knows that the development 
and deployment of cleaner and more fuel- 
efficient technologies is the key to future 
mobility as demand for automobile use 
rises worldwide. 


Target 

Last October, the FIA general assembly 
tackled the global problem of climate 
change and called on the United Nations 
to adopt the first-ever worldwide target 
for carbon dioxide emissions in passenger 
cars, 140 g/km as part of a new interna- 
tional framework for greener motoring. 
This could serve as an international target 
that all can aspire to, the FIA noted, 
adding that the benchmark would pro- 
vide a way of measuring progress of the 
entire automotive fleet worldwide. 

Although only about 10 percent of total 
greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) are at- 
tributable to road transport, this level is 
gradually increasing in all regions of the 
world. Currently there are 600 million mo- 
tor vehicles in use around the world and 
this number is forecast to double by 2020. 
with the fastest growth of motorization oc- 
curring in emerging economies such as 
BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and China). 

While emission control technologies 
such as the catalyst and filters are reduc- 
ing the automobile's impact on ambient 
air quality, the challenge remains to en- 
courage global application of these tech- 
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Aida Sevilla- vr 
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nologies, especially in newly motorizing 


countries where urban air pollution ad- 
versely affects public health. 


Responsible mobility 

On the other hand, although the FIA 
and its member clubs have for many years 
supported responsible mobility and pro- 
moted cleaner, less carbon-intensive and 
more fuel-efficient motoring, the FIA con- 
tends that policies and measures to im- 
prove air quality, mitigate climate change 
and promote fuel economy must always 
be cost-effective and shared by all emis- 
sion sources. It would be both unfair and 
ineffective to concentrate policy action on 
а single sector such as road transport 
while ignoring other sources of toxic or 
GHG emissions such as livestock, which is 
estimated to account for 18 percent of to- 
tal GHG emissions’ measured in carbon 
dioxide equivalent. 

To achieve further progress in improv- 
ing air quality and promoting fuel econo- 
my, action is required in three main areas: 

1. Promoting new vehicle, fuel and 
component technologies; 

2. Improving road network design and 
management; 

3. Incentives and information to promote 
greener automotive technologies, driving 
and mobility choices by the consumer. 


Cost-effective 

Regarding the first main area, the FIA 
general assembly recommended that in- 
dustry, in partnership with government, 
continue to invest in cost-effective low 
carbon and cleaner automotive technolo- 
gies across a range of vehicle characteris- 
tics, including aerodynamics, combustion 
efficiency, drive trains, driver information 
devices, energy recovery and hybrids, 


otes greener motoring 


rolling resistance and weight. 

Mutually supportive product develop- 
‘ment in improved quality and alternative 
fuels is required including natural gas and 
bio-fuels, the FIA said, provided that the 
latter can become more cost-effective and 
‘will not harm biodiversity and global food 
production. "As these technology innova- 
tions come to market, governments 
should adopt policies that encourage the 
use of a wider mix of power and fuel sys- 
tems to enhance consumer choice and 
gradually reduce excessive dependence 
on fossil fuels," the FIA declared. 

In the third main area, the FIA general 
assembly recommended that govern- 
ments work together with automobile 
clubs to support a comprehensive pro- 
gram of consumer information encourag- 
ing responsible mobility and the purchase. 
of clean, less carbon-intensive vehicles, 
fuels and components which will not just. 
benefit the environment but also reduce" 
the cost of motoring. To provide accurate. 
and independent information about the 
environmental performance of automo- 
tive-related products, the FIA proposes 
Eco-labeling and Eco-testing. 


Eco-driving 

‘The FIA also recommends the develop- 
ment of training programs to encourage 
fuel-efficient driving and the integration 
of such courses into driver licensing and 
safety training schemes. “Eco-driving” 
can be supported by the intro of on-board 
driver info devices such as econometers 
and gear shift indicators to aid the driver 
in sustaining more fuel-efficient behavior 
and thereby reduce motoring costs. 

Corollary to all these, FIA member 
clubs are now tasked to promote a “Make 
Cars Green” awareness campaign and a 
10-point Guide for Greener Motoring. As 
the only FIA member club in this country, 
the Automobile Association Philippines 
(AAP) assumes a new challenge. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: Diplo- 
macy is the art of letting someone else get 
your way. 
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PORSCHE "i 


TRANSPORT TRIVIA 


By Emman Cena 


Porsche's timeless superstar 


ASIDE THE MUCH DROOLING 
over actor Tom Cruise, this car 
has drawn ohlalas in the 1983 
Hollywood film “Risky Busi- 
ness.” But the stardom hasn't 
dwindled yet for the superstar 
Porsche 928 as it is going to ap- 
pear in another film soon. 

This 1979 Porsche, dubbed as 
the shark or land shark-like ap- 
pearance and its ability to gob- 
ble up stretches of road in no 
time, was the car that Cruise 
drove in the movie. Porsche en- 
thusiasts have called this the 
most famous Porsche 928 in the 
world, 

Reports say that a certain 
Lewis Johnsen of Denver now 
owns the famous car. Johnsen is 
said to be producing a documen- 
tary film about it and targeting 
entry slot in the Sundance Film 
Festival in 2008, His film "Quest. 
for RB928” documents his jour- 
ney to find and acquire the long 
lost movie car from the hit '80s 
movie. 

According to reviews, the 
Porche 928 is a grand tourer 
(GT) automobile, a high-perfor- 
mance vehicle designed for com- 
forable long distance driving, 
fully laden with a powerful mo- 
tor and the best in luxury fea- 
tures. 

It was designed to fly down 
motorways for hours in excess 
of 100 mph, and was equally 
adept on curves and twisty 


mountain roads. Porsche AG of 
Germany made the 928 from 
1978 to 1995, and it was con- 
sidered to be one of their most 
expensive offerings. 

In the late '805 it was the 
fastest production road car in 
the world, recording 172 mph 
on the salt flats in Utah in 1986 
using an early 928 54, Porsche's 
marketing slogan became "Its 
about as fast as you can go with- 
out having to eat airline food.” 

The exotic supercar is said to 
several other innovations such 
as the “Weissach Axle,” an early 
all-wheel steering system that 
provides passive rear-wheel 
steering in certain off-throttle 
cornering situations 

‘The 928 continued to evolve 
through the years. Its final ver- 
sion came in 1992 and 1995. 
During that time it was the most 
expensive can costing 
$100,000. 

But the pricey 928 comes with 
a handful of surprises: it had the 
high performance, glamor and 
reputation that truly made it a 
superstar automobile around the 
world. Tt continues to have a 
huge fan base and can outpér- 
form current manufacturers 
sport and grand-touring models. 
It is currently on exhibit at the 
Fomey Museum of Transporta- 
tion in Denver, Colorado. 

Reference: — http;//forney- 
museum.org 
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‘Text and photos by Charles E. Buban 


O: ALL ALTERNATIVES 


to oil for powering trans- 
portation, electricity holds 
the greatest promise. So argues in- 
ventor engineer Gerry Caroro, 
who recently unveiled his own ver- 
sion of an electric powered car. 

Called the G Car, Caroro's creation is 
classified as “pure electric car,” that is, iton- 
ly runs on battery and needs a charger to re- 
plenish its power. 

“The G Car represents a cleaner way to 
move around the city. While this type of 
mobility is mostly found inside golf courses 
and sometimes its posh residential commu- 
nities, I don’t see why it can’t be used in 
public roads," Caroro said. 

To make his P280,000 project suitable for 
public roads, he used tubular space frame as 
‘well as fiberglass in the body to make it safe 
" for the occupants during impacts. 
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THEG Car could run 
80 кт ata maximum 
speed of 40 kph. 


“The G Саг design is influenced by the 
Philippine Eagle, hence the beak-shaped 
front facia and doors that open up like 
wings. But more than just a design, the 
body will help the G Cars occupants during 
impacts. 


Safety 

Indeed, safety is a paramount concern so 
aside from this protective shell, the G Car 
also provides the usual safety features of 


CARORO (extreme left) shows hi 


(seated 


THEG Car is styled TW 


after the Philippine 
eagle with its beak- 
like front facia and 

doors that open like 


OTHER G Car prototypes created by Сагого 


CHEVROLET 


regular cars like a disc (front) and drum 
(rear) brakes," Caroro explained, adding 
that driving the car is so easy as one only 
has to steer as well as use the accelerator 
and brakes. 

No more gear shifting and don't worry 
about wet road conditions or the rain as the 
car is safe enough to protect the occupants 
from electric shocks. 

‘The G Car could run 80 kilometers from a 
full charge (that takes 8 hours when 
plugged on a standard electrical socket) al- 
though it could be driven for 40 km using a 
fastcharger (that 4 hours). 


THE CHEVROLET SPARK. NOW WITH EVEN MORE FEATURES. 


KEYLESS ENTRY • FOG LAMPS • POWER DOOR LOCKS + RADIO WITH CD & МРЗ PLAYER + 1LITER ENGINE 
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“It seats two adults and two children and 
ata maximum speed of 40 kph, I believe the 
G Car is perfect for Metro Manila's stop- 
and-go traffic as well as short commute in 
the city, especially that the car does not con- 
sume electricity while idling or parking,” 
Caroro explained, 


Worth of electricity 

Caroro said he used а 48-volt deep cycle 
battery. “The owner only has to spent P40 
to P60 worth of electricity in order to fully 
charge the battery.” 

Caroro lamented that the G Car was de- 
veloped five years ago but had a tough time 
getüng supporters. 

"Finally, the Quezon City Parks Develop- 
ment Foundation Inc. was generous 
enough to support us in our mission to 
make the public more aware of electric cars 
and how could this type of vehicle solve our 
worsening air pollution," Caroro said. 

Charito Planas, president of the founda- 
tion, said the tie-up with Caroro will allow 

park goers of 

the Quezon 
Memorial 

сие — to 

drive the G Car 

around the cen- 

tral plaza for a 

fee (P30). 


Makes sense 
"It only makes sense 
to allow the б Car in Que- 
zon Memorial Circle since the 
car emits no pollutant in the air and 
“that this will also enable the public to ap- 
preciate the advantages of using an electric 
car for transport," Planas said. 

She also reported that she is helping 
Caroro coordinate with Quezon City Mayor 
Feliciano Belmonte for other possible sup- 
port, especially in allowing the vehicle to 
become an alternative mode of transport in 
Quezon City. 

"The mayor is very interested because 
aside from running purely on battery, the G 
Car could be configured to use solar energy. 
Quezon City could lead the others in the 
use of clean and renewable source of ener- 
gy for transport," Caroro said. 

Aside from the four-seater G Car, Caroro 
also said he has allowed the Quezon 
Memorial Circle goers to drive his other 
prototypes. 

“This will not only let the people know 
that we now have the capacity to build our 
own brand of electric car but that it can be 
practically driven even on the road," Саго- 
rosaid. 
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Gift certifigate can be used to pay for LTO registration, car insurance, chattel 
‘mortgage or as discount on car price. Gift certificates are valid unti fully consumed. 
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What did you do 
to change the World 


n2007? 


People like measuring the year We want to measure the 
that's about to pass in different past Year with good 
ways: going back to the biggest deeds—in hopes of 
headlines, singingout encouraging more 
the noisiest ne people to make a 
newsmakers, 4 . difference 


counting the NEW \ next year. 
things they've 4 You've had a little 
bought, the J over 11 
places theyve months. 
visited, the Na What did you do with 
experiences that allthat time? 

have rocked them to the core. We asked people, what did you 


We know because we do that, 
too. 

But this time, we want people 
to look back at 2007 in 
a different way. 


do to change the world in 
2007? 
The essays and 
pictures inthe next 
pages are their answers. 
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> 186 "Ang Hari ng Padala", gets even busier this Christmas season 
› to make sure higher volumes of deliveries are made on time, all the 
j time. With over 650 branches nationwide, and offices in Asia, the US 
and Canada, LBC gets ready to meet the Pinoy holiday rush with its 
fast-moving and cut-rate delivery service—with a lot of help coming 
from its communications partner, Sun Cellular. 


г "Sun provides reliable and on-spot communication service: that is 
' essential to our operations, while helping us keep our costs 
significantly down," says Chris. It is so cost effective that LBC has 


makakarating!” 


Every year, Sun plows in P11 biljon to increase coverage and capacity, for more calls and texts anytime, anywhere. 


‚ “All you want for Christmas, we deliver with Sun 24/7.” 


“With over 650 branches nationwide, LBC found a reliable, cost-efficient and convenient communications partner in Sun.” 


connected all-its branches with Sun's 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited | 
service. As a result, coordination between the head office and | 
the branches is sc much faster and clearer especially since calls | 
can be made to all branches without them worrying about the costs. 


LBC and Sun are definitely in touch 


because Sun delivers communications 
fit for a king. That's why "basta LBC, 


Chris Guidotti, VP Procurement 
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Better network, better value. 


‘Text and photos by Mon Guinto 
Contributor 


TLOVE TAKING PICTURES. 

Ever since my dad handed me 
his Kodak Pocket Instamatic 60 
‘when I was in fourth grade, Гуе 
relished the idea of capturing 
significant moments, places, 
and people and freezing them 
on photo paper. 

My favorite subjects are peo- 
ple, and each photo І take and 
revisit brings back memories 
and stores connected with 
these people. A few of these 
memories are sad, but most of 
them are pleasant. I am happi- 
est when I'm with my camera, 
just soaking everything in, an 
active participant and quiet ob- 
server at the same time. 

In May of this year, a photogra- 
phy group I am active with, Lo- 
moManila, was invited to an 
event in Amoranto Stadium 
called “Malinis, Please,” which 
was a concert-slash-arts-fair set 
up to promote clean and honest 
elections. I participated and went 
about as 1 would any other event. 
1took photos and tried to capture. 
the energy of that moment. 

But that evening also allowed 
me to reconnect with an old 
friend of mine: Gang Badoy, one 
of the prime movers of Rock Ed 
(which organized the event) 
and this kicked off my current 
dalliance with Rock Ed. 


Copping out 

Volunteerism is not new to 
me. Ever since I can remember, 
my family has been active when 
it: came to providing support 
and help to those who need 
them. In 1986, when Cardinal 
Sin called on the citizenry to 
rush to Camps Aguinaldo and 
Crame to help protect then Gen- 
eral Ramos and Defense Secre- 
tary Enrile, we (as in everyone, 
save for our terrier, Prince) 
‘were among the first ones to go. 

During high school, we tu- 
tored children from nearby Pu- 
ra № Kalaw Elementary School 
and held annual newspa- 
per/book/bottle drives to help 
raise funds. In college, we had 
fundraisers, trips to Kythe, mis- 
sions to Pinatubo, and many 
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By Gang Badoy 
Contributor 


LAST MONTH, 164 PRIVATE 
citizens of the Philippines 
watched the sunset in silence. 
All of them wore a shade of 
blue. No placards, no mega- 
phones, no poetry, no songs. 

Born out of one conversation 
Thad with veteran actor Ronnie 
Lazaro, this gathering came 
about when we started talking 
about politics and the national 
situation over beer at some- 
one's birthday party. 

There were too many issues 
to work for, to stand against, to 
speak out on that the people in 
that party decided to hold a ral- 
ly. So they sent out text mes- 
sages to friends that said, "Kung 
wala ka nang masabi sa mga 
nangyayari, manood ka ng sun- 
set kasama ng Rock Ed at ng 
Dakila sa Nov. 11." 

"Artists, musicians, students, 
торк stars, photographers all 
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These days, 
lenjoy taking 
pictures more, 
comfortable 

in the thought. 
that my passion 
for photographs 


eh 
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more than just FIND M YSE ie 
self-expression e ar 


more. Fueled by idealism and a é “Rock The Rehas.” My role was 
lot of hormones, I really once more to help document 
thought that these acts would E E the event as well as capture 
help change the world. = 2й snippets of life in jail. I immedi- 

But as I started working and ately recognized that this was a 
my own family grew, priorities | rare opportunity and jumped at 
shifted. Changing the world 3 the chance of going. I wanted to 
gave way to changing the dia- see the inside of Muntinlupa 
pers. Paying it forward took a Ў and knew cameras were nor- 
back seat to paying the bills. mally not allowed inside. 

Each time someone would ask Е $ * After spending a few minutes 
me to help out in one cause or inside and conversing with 
another, my first instinct was to : а some of the prison gang lead- 
bring out my billfold and say, ew S ers, Gang and the team of pho- 
“Tm not sure if I can help out. ч tographers who tagged along 
Would some money do?" I would =: Р came up with an idea that I 
then proceed to hand that рег- dubbed “The Prisoner Portrait 
son some money, relieved that I Project,” where portraits of in- 
had somehow made a contribu- mates would be taken with the 
tion. In reality, it was а cop-out. I intention of sending these to 

Well, at least until Rock Ed я E their loved ones. 
came and rocked my world. ЕЕ. " Most of these guys have no way 

After "Malinis, Please" in May, of contacting their friends and rel- 
LomoManila once again was in- atives, and this activity was envi- 
vited to participate and docu- try to awaken the nation witha tribution doing what I love sioned asa way to help prisoners 
ment RockEd’s Independence simple idea: thatevery person in most: picture-taking. Jet the outside world know that 
Day activities in June, and this his or her own way can make du they are alive and well 
‘was where I saw the energy and this country a better place. Snapshots of jail life It was during these portrait 
spirit of volunteerism in its This idea made me realize Recently I was fortunate sessions that I got to meet and 
purest form—students, artists, thatIneed пог фо anything par- enoughtobeinvitedbyGangto talk to a lot of the inmates. 
educators, and normal shmoes ticularly different to make a dif- visit the New Bilibid Prison in Aside from getting their names 
(like me) working together to ference. I could make my con- Muntinlupa as part of Rock Ed's and the contact details of their 


MAKE а stand at the Sunday Silence Il event. 


By Ruby De Vera 
Contributor 


ANY IDEALISM WE ONCE 
had as students promptly 
vanishes when reality hits us 
hard outside of school. 

In most cases reality 
comes in the form of your 
frst minimum-wage pay- 
check While some lucky 
ones do not pass through this 
phase, I once did. The ideals I 
had when I was a well- 
praised student in the uni- 
versity seemed so foolish 
when confronted with my 
pitiful 15 days' salary. 

n Why care about the world 

when more pressing matters 

u of silen КЕСЕ 

and bills are here, now, while 

the ozone layer and the news 

of genocide in some faraway 

P i il was really more for the people | country are too unreal for me 
Join us again for Sunday Silence |! who showed up, not for the peo- | tocomprehend. 

Я ple watching. As one Sunday Si- The most I've come to 

on Dec. 16. Same place, same time. ence veteran put it, “Whateverit | changing the world is exer- 

is you think we're protesting | cising my right of suffrage. 

Я " about, you're probably right." But then again, what's so 

Rain or shine. Wear blue а für Beesley Sl. 


lence Поп Dec. 16. 
showed up at the Baywalk dent. Others came to register ^ Come for yourself. See who 


stretch along Roxas Blvd. Some their anger at the obvious cor- else is staying silent but is actu- 
came in groups, while many ruption in government, or at ally aware and very involved. 
showed up alone, least because they thought We have tore-affirm that our si- 
Aia de Leon of Imago and change should be happening. 
Mark Escueta of Rivermaya  Wereally didn’t come togeth- sent. That just because we're 
came on their own. Character er for other people to see or silent doesn't mean that things 
actor Tado Jimenez brought his know what we were there for. are okay with us. 
whole family The de Veyra We came for ourselves. We de- ^ We are restless. We are doing 
brothers of Radioactive Sago cided that each of us has his alj we can, from where we are. 
Project showed up, along with own “movement” and we want- We are still silent, but coming 
Marco de Leon, Paramita’s lead ей to represent those before the together somehow. 
guitarist. Howie Severino biked glorious sunset of that particu- Same place, same time. Rain 
by because he lived in the area, lar Sunday. or shine. Wear blue. 
and many other students came Ме showed up so we could Рог details on how to join 
in protest of something. realize that we were not alone sunday Silence I, visit 
Some said they came to іп this fight for real change іп wwwrockedphilippines.org 
mourn the recent child-suicide our country, and its attitude to- www.dakila.org.ph or lomo- 
in Davao, or because of the re- wards itself. manila. multiplycom; e-mail in- 
cent pardon of the former presi- ^ The gathering last November fo@rockedphilippines.org 


lence doesn't always mean con- 
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loved ones, РА normally ask 
them what they were in for and 
how it was like inside. 

Though their cases and sen- 
tences varied—life imprison- 
ment for rape, double-life for 
murder, 10 years for homi- 
cide—their demeanor was al- 
most always the same: polite, 
with a hint of humor. I noticed 
that a lot of them did not smile 
and that most of them had а 
very hard time looking at the 
camera. I imagine that avoiding 
eye contact was one way of 
avoiding trouble inside Munti. 

То date, I have mailed out 95 
portraits to places as near as ВЕ 
Homes in Parafiaque (a stone's 
throw away from where 1 live) 
and as far away as Lanao. I can 
only imagine the reaction of the 
recipients of the photos. 

These days, 1 enjoy taking pic- 
tures more, comfortable in the 
thought that my passion for pho- 
tographs has become more than 
just self-expression. I now realize 
that my values and visual pur- 
suits intersect, and that changing 
the world sometimes entails just 
changing a roll of film. 


Creating my own 
Butterfly Effect | 


| hope the little 
girl l'm helping 
send to school 
now will learn to 
recognize good 
opportunities 
and seize 
those that come 
her way 
special about that? I've not 
seen any change around me. 
For a while, I wasn't a big 
fan of making a difference in 
the world I lived in. It’s just 
too big a concept for one per- 
son, and I was but an incon- 
spicuous speck in the grand 


scheme of the universe. In a 
CREATING/C3 
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By Maris A. Mortel 
Contributor 


EVEN THOUGH I HAVE NO BEAUTY 
queen illusions whatsoever, Pd also say 
“World peace” if asked what my greatest 
wish would be. 

Tm not talking about the war in Iraq, the 

aseless feuding among Muslims and Chris- 
tians, the pitiful cries of starving children in 
some poverty-torn nation in Africa. Tm not 
even touching on Britney' latest debacle or 
another government seam. Pm just looking at 
a person's own humble, day-to-day existence. 

This year I've experienced and seen how 
small moments of peace can uplift my spirit 
and disposition, however great the crisis 
that’s wreaking havoc on my sanity, Peace is 
what I experience when I meditate. In the 
stillness and silence I can let go, put my bur- 
dens down, rest and recha: 

es a wonder that with the benefits of 
meditation as an effective stress-reliever, 
more people don't practice it. The physical 
changes Tve experienced during medita- 
tion, such as slowness of breath and heart- 
beat, bring me to a relaxed state where my 
worries and stresses a bbed away. 

The act of meditating is about thinking 
constantly along a certain thing or thought. 
Meditation has been practiced in different 
ways for thousands of years. The spiritual 
aspect, such as the goal of oneness or cl 
ness with the Divine in religions like Bud- 
dhism and Christianity, has been a funda- 
mental reason for meditation. 

Devoted practitioners usually live in 
seclusion away from the hustle and bustle 
of society. Yet today there are many met 
ods that cater to our modern (meaning fas 
paced and strenuous!) lifestyles, ensuring 
that almost anyone can benefit from prac- 
ticing meditation, 

Meditation can benefit a person both 
physiologically and emotionally. A more rest- 
ful state lowers the levels of cortisol and la 
tate released by the body, which causes a de- 
crease in high blood pressure and muscle 
tension (not to mention those nasty 
headaches!). It also results in an improved 
immune system, which in tum enables a per- 
son to be more productive in all areas of life. 

Furthermore, meditation is also a mental 
exercise that has been known to improve 
concentration and focus. 

‘The pressures of daily living can get over- 
whelming. Meditation is a way to relax that 
doesn’t require any special equipment or 
costly medication. When I come out of 
meditation I feel calmer. I have a renewed 
sense of self, and I can see things with a 
clearer and more positive outlook. The 
longer I practice meditation, the more in 
touch I am with myself. 

And because Lam comfortable and confi- 
dent with myself, I am more at ease with 


Creating my . 
hundre would it really matter? 


What if it did? 

Then I heard of the Butterfly Effect. It en- 
capsulates what chaos theory is all about—the 
flutter ofa butterflys wings can cause a torna- 
do at the opposite side of the world. 

Т first heard of World Vision through a 
friend who was sponsoring а child from 
Palawan. For a very minimal amount per 
month, you could send a poor child to 
school. These children’s families live daily 
on ess than what we pay for a cup of coffee 
to get that “free” planner. I thought that it 
wouldn’t hurt for me to sacrifice what I 
would pay for a dinner and a movie, so I 
could help a child go to school. 

T chose a girl to sponsor, because in spite 
of all the gender equality awareness cam- 
paigns out there, women and girls still 
don’t get equal footing with men and boys. 
‘There is still that old and idiotic notion that 
girls don't have to go to school because 
they'll marry anyway and just have to stay 
at home to raise their children and look af- 
ter their husbands. I was determined to 
help reverse that view in my own small 
way. 

Getting an education is more than just 
learning from textbooks and the teachers. 
Education is just a catalyst for learning to 
have your own opinions, for opening your 
mind to a vast world of promise and possi- 
bilities. 

T hope the girl I'm helping now will form 
“her own ideals, Whether or not those ideals 
will vanish when she gets her first paycheck 
isup to her. 

But I want her to realize that she always 
has а choice in anything that happens to 
her. [want her to be able to intelligently de- 
cide for herself, so that whatever the conse- 
quences, she can always say that she did 
her best. I сап only hope that whatever she 
learns in school, she will put to good use 
out of it 

I want my girl to see the world as some- 
thing she has every right to belong to. By 
helping her finish school, a lot of opportu- 
nities will open up for her. I hope she will 
learn to recognize them and seize those 
that come her way. 

The universe, after all, is made up of in- 
conspicuous specks. I'm making a differ- 
ence in the life of one person in particular. 
‘The flutter of her wings may only be the be- 
‘ginning of a bigger change. 
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Meditation allows 
me to be more 
accepting 

and tolerant 

of situations that 
occur around me 


people I meet throughout the day. I am able 
to be more accepting and tolerant of situa- 
tions that occur around me. This is what a 
few minutes of inner peace can give me. 
So if there's one thing I can do to help 
change the world for the better, itwouldbe- 1... 
in with a more peaceful me. 
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THE AUTHOR (second row from bottom, sixth from left) with her meditation group in Chennai, India. 
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| was that 
flash of 
inspiration 
and 
common 


za 


sense that 


helped my 
friends 
learn the 
difference 
between 
"working 


to live" and 


"living to 
work" 


By Nadine Madarang 
Contributor 


WISH I COULD CLAIM THAT I HAVE 
done something more monumental or 
noble this year. Unfortunately, the only 

claim I can make about changing the world 

has to do with my playing the role of confi- 
dante and counselor to friends who'd lost 
their way in the corporate universe. 


the favored form 
of mass media 
in the 50's. 


Introduced in 1951. 


Like TV, 


Cream Corn Starch 
is favored in 
households "til now. 


But I soon realized that this might not be 
such a small feat, after all. I've discovered 
that when you are a novice trying to prove 
your worth, the real world out there can be a 
battleground, and the chance of survival is 
greater when you face it with a sidekick. 

Twas that sidekick. I was that flash of inspi- 
ration and common sense that helped my 
friends learn the difference between “work- 
ing to live” and “living to work." 

Faye was one of my best friends in my for- 
mer office. I was drawn to her because she 
was such a contradiction: extremely well-off 
and yet remarkably levelheaded. She was a 
hard worker, giving up her own time to help 
others get the job done. So when it was time 
for her to bid her job goodbye, she felt as if 
something had sucked out her courage and 
spirit. 

Tam proud to be one of those people who 
stood by Faye during her moments of career 
confusion. Perhaps coffee dates, phone calls, 
and words of encouragement were but mo- 
mentary cures for a broken heart, but if they 
put a smile on her face and served as small 
Steps that helped her get back on her feet, 


then they were enough. 

I take pride in being able to do these little 
things because Ive leamed that kindness 
comes in small packages. I am even happier 
now because I know my kindness didnt go 
down the drain. Faye did get back on her feet. 
She is now helping in her family business and 
is living the life! 

No choice 


Having to let Faye go was hard enough for 
me. So when Jen, a best friend in my old job, 
also had thoughts of leaving, I was crushed. 
Fora while, feltasifTwas all alone and Thad 
no choice but to let go because I knew that 
she would be better off spreading her wings 
somewhere else. 

When Jen asked me to help her make the 
best decision, I did not tell her to leave or stay. 
1 just helped her find out for herself what 
would make her happier. At the énd of the 
day, that’s the only thing that really mat- 
tered. 

Jen is a strong, smart, and talented young 
woman, but even the strongest, smartest, 
and most talented woman needs a friend in 
making life-altering decisions. She'd need 
someone to catch her when the weight of her 
worries becomes unbearable. 

Iam happy that I was that “someone” for 
Jen. During those unsettling and dishearten- 
ing times in her life, I laughed with her and 
cried with her. As she held her breath, I, too, 
held mine. I fought for her and with her. I 
dreamed her dreams. 

It is so easy for friends to say, "I will be 
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there if you need me,” but it's a promise that's 
always broken, easier said than done. IF had. 
made any significant contribution in Jen's 
life, it would be that I fulfilled that promise to 
her, and that our friendship has endured. 

Jen has found a new job, and in our last 
conversation, she gushed, "T am SO happy їп, 
my new job! I'm really enjoying here!” І 
beamed, knowing that I had played a part in 
her happiness. 

Little things 

Recently, another friend of mine, Nina, 
was torn between two jobs. One had a warm, 
working environment but was impractical, 
while the other was promising but was infest-* 
ed with corporate sharks. 

My advice? "Choose neither” I believe one! 
of my talents is seeing what people can do 
and what they can make out of their gifts. As 
a friend, I felt it was my responsibility to 
make Nina realize that she was not mediocre, 
and hence, she could do so much more with 
her greatness. 

At first, my advice was a little too much for 
her to take, and I could not blame her. We 
were, after all, neophytes who only recently 
dipped our feet into—and are still test- 
ing—the corporate waters. We needed to 
live, make a name for ourselves, and yes, 
make money. So I understood her hesitation. , 

In the end, however, she told me, “You arè: 
right. Remember my job dilerima? Its nei- 
ther [of] those options.” She realized that she 
was anything but mediocre, and found a job 
somewhere else. 

So what did I really do to change the world 
in 2007? I wish I could say that I had done 
something that would be printed on history 
books, something worthy of the front pages 
of a magazine. But then again, maybe not. 
Rome wasn't built in a day. The world? Well, 
maybe it can't be changed in a year with just 
one giant blow. But litte things like helping a 
friend and offering a part of yourself could be 
азап. 

Td like to believe that I had somehow 
made an impact in my friends’ lives in my 
own little way. And if one day a few years 
from now, they become successful career 
women and great leaders, I can proudly say 
to those who'd look up to them, "In 2007, I 
changed their world. Now, it's their turn to 
change yours." 
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painted in stripes. And crouched inside 
a small cage. Okay, maybe you want 
more information than that. 

When I found out what zoos were doing 
to animals, I knew I had to do something. I 
don't like telling people what to do, but 
sometimes you just have to take a stand. 
‘Animals in zoos live in bad conditions. 1just 
wanted people to think about that. 

Tt took me some time to come up with what 
believe would be my best contribution: pos- 
ing for an ad. But this was not just an ordi- 
nary ad. I's a PETA (People for the Ethical 
‘Treatment of Animals) ad. They're the biggest 
organization fighting for animal rights 
around the world. 

They'd been sending me their magazine, 
Animal Times, and it got me interested in 
helping animals. We'd been talking for a 
while about different issues, and so when 
‘We met, I offered my time for their zoo cam- 
phign. We worked on the concept and 
bailed down all the details for the shoot. 
When I realized that I'd be wearing nothing 
but underwear for the ad, I did not hesitate. 
Ifyou have to strip, strip for a cause. 

57 But it was awkward, being body-painted 
in a room full of people, even though I'd ac- 
tually walked down a runway in just a tiny 
underwear. This was somehow different. 
With painted stripes all over me, I had to 
érouch in a cage, hold several poses while 
the flashbulbs went off. I thought to myself, 
low in the world did I end up here?” 

2: We have to realize at some point that if 
you deny a living being the space to per- 
form its natural behavior, that if it’s sup- 
posed to live with other animals of its kind 
and you suddenly force it to live in an en- 
Glosure with animals that it's not supposed 
fo be with, it's going to have some impact 
on the animal. 

* Like the zebra, the very animal I tried to 
portray in this ad. Zebras are social ani- 
mals. What's natural to them is that they 
have to be with other zebras, and in the 
wild, they also live with wildebeests and 
gazelles. At the Manila Zoo, there is only 
one zebra. 
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Unnatural environment 

In school, teachers would say it's educa- 
tional to go to zoos. But knowing what I 
know now, zoo trips are never educational. 
Well, I guess they do teach us that it's okay 
to keep animals confined and make them 
do as we please. But that’s not what we 
‘want to teach kids. We want our kids to re- 
spect animals, not dominate them. 

As long we keep these animals from doing 
what they are supposed to do, as long as we 
subject them to the unnatural environment 
of the 200, we will never really see their true 
selves. What is educational about watching a 
monkey walk in circles inside its cage? What 
is educational about watching a zebra stand 
in one spot, looking sad and lonely? 

Animals needn't be put in confinement so 
ids can learn about them. Watching wildlife 
documentaries is better, because they offer 
more accurate depictions of animal life. 

The only thing that zoos teach young 
people, or even adult visitors, is that we 
have the power to put animals in prisons 
and claim that ifs for their own good. 
There's something so distorted about that. 

Tve been proud of a lot of the work I've 
done in movies. I'm happy Ive gotten 
recognition for my work as an actor. But I 
think that when I get old, РИ look back on 
this PETA ad for its campaign against 2005, 
and consider it to be among the best work 
Tve done. 

If nothing else, it has gotten people 
thinking about other beings. I know people 
will have been informed about what zoos 
really do to animals, You can do your part, 
too, to save the animals. Don’t go to zoos. 
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| WO-YEAR-OLD JEF- 

ferson introduced 

himself to my par- 
ents by reaching for my 
tatay with both hands. 

Tatay, the rascal that he is, 
teased him by hiding his hands 
behind his back. Jefferson re- 
taliated by crying his eyes out. 
Tatay lost the battle. He 
reached for him, gave him a 
big hug, and Jefferson stopped 
crying. 

My mom, not wanting to 
miss out on the action, also 
reached out for him and made 
him sit on her lap. She became 
an instant fan of the boy, and 
she kept on demanding toys 
and treats for him from me. 

Tt was one of the stories that 
I saw and heard when I cele- 
brated my birthday at the Set- 
tlement House of Asociacion 
de Damas de Filipinas in Paco, 
Manila. 

It’s funny how some of my 
friends and family reacted 
when I told them I was having 
а party at an orphanage this 
year. They teased me endlessly 
how “parang artista” it all 
seemed. 

Sometimes I laughed it off, 
sometimes I took the time to 
explain that I was actually in- 
spired by another friend who 
celebrated her birthday there. I 
can still remember the first 
time I came to the House. The 
kids were singing songs and I 
found them all to be over- 
whelmingly beautiful. 

One kid, however, stood out 
from the rest. His name is 
Norvin and he pulled me in 
front when the host asked 
them to bring the prettiest 
“ate” in the room. I'm a sucker 
for flattery and he became my 
instant favorite. I promised 
him Га be back. 


Simple things 
Initially, I thought I was go- 
ing to do it alone so I prepared 


In NY, I stopp 


By Gionna Cabrera. 
Contributor 


r | THE MAGNITUDE OF 
an individual's contri- 
bution to society has to 

do with a lot of factors, and it 
becomes great when one’s net- 
works are solid and when the 
systems in different settings 
are efficient. 

I was in New York from New 
Year to Valentine's Day this 
year, savoring the vibrant cul- 
ture of pioneering innovation. 
in that city I related to the fash- 
jon world, having close friends 
‘who were successful with their 
careers in the business, so I at- 
tended a few Bryant Park 
shows and frequented flagship 
retail havens. 

I stopped by famous muse- 
ums to educate myself further 
in the arts, and memorized 
subway connections to truly 
experience how to move about 
on my own. To be productive, I 
wanted to see how things went 
in the United Nations’ New 
York headquarters, so through 
а good recommendation I 
worked for the UAE depart- 
ment and made good friends 
with those who had similar 
aims of contributing to global 
well-being. 

My stint ended soon 
enough, and come March I 
was back in Manila. Once 
again my contribution was to 
be a blue-blood Filipino in the 
postmodern ethics of the Big 
‘Apple, relating with everyone 
there according to the Golden 


in advance. I bought some in- 
gredients for the food and the 
toys two months before the ac- 
tual party, But my family and 
friends kept pestering me 
about what they could bring. 

1 found out that orphanages 
needed simple day-to-day 
things like toiletries, pow- 
dered milk and vitamins. But 
they also welcome things like 
toys, clothes and books. 

I knew my friends are fun to 
be with, but I never realized 
how big their hearts were. The 
turnout of donations was more 
than what I had expected. 
Even people who couldn't 
come to the party sent stuff in- 
stead. 

The Inquirer Read Along 
Team donated a box full of 
children’s books, while Alitap- 
tap Storytellers Inc. sent a vol- 
unter to read a book to the 
kids. 

But what I appreciated most 


| celebrated my birthday this 
year with the orphans of the 


de Damas de Filipinas in Paco, 
Manila. It was a riot 


THE AUTHOR (back row, center) 
with hermom andfriends кае 


kids gave us a dance number 
and taught us how to do the 
“amazing” and "fireworks" 
clap. 1 expect that my friends 
and I will be using those claps 
in our future badminton and 
futsal sessions. 

The kids kept on saying we 
should come back and visit 
them again. Jefferson didn't 
want to let go of my mom. Не 
hugged her tightly and cried 
again. 

‘Afterward, most of my 
friends said that it was a good 
thing we pushed through with 
it. Some of them voiced inten- 
tions to do things like that reg- 
ularly, and not just in orphan- 
ages but in other institutions as 
well. 

Back home when we were 
having our family dinner, my 


mom couldn't stop talking 
about Jefferson. She was wor- 
ried that the toys she gave him 
would be taken away by older 
and bigger kids. She was wor- 
ried if he was eating enough 
food and getting enough nutri- 
ents. 

That's how I changed the 
world this year. And it's not 
about the toys and stuff that 
we handed out or the food that 
we prepared. 

165 about introducing the 
people I love to the children 
whose lives they could shape. 
It's about making them care. 
It’s about showing them an al- 
ternative way of doing some- 
thing about poverty. It doesn’t 
take a gazillion pesos. It just 
takes one life, one child to 
make our world a better place. 


was how patiently my family © * 


and friends interacted with the 

kids. Believe me, handling en- 

ergetic 10-year-olds and below 

is not as easy as you think. Irsa 
“riot. 

They will be all over you. 
They will want to see your 
camera and your phone. They 
will ask their shoes to be tied. 
At first, you have to coax them 
to join the games, but after the 
initial shyness, they will de- 
mand to join in every time. 
They will also ask to be kissed 
and hugged every once in a 
while. 

Before we said goodbye, the. 
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Rule, and seeing the world 
through fresh eyes acquired 
from my many adventures in 
the urban jungle. 

March was dedicated to 
Bb. Pilipinas Charities Inc.’s 
annual beauty pageant, 
which I co-hosted with some 
celebrities. 

By April it was already fash- 
ion week, and I juggled some 
work as a freelance writer and 
model. People were preparing 
for the national elections after 
Holy Week, and I did my part 
in campaigning for pro-gov- 
emment partes, with my 
mother running as vice mayor 
of a rural town in Quezon for 
the second time. 

The enthusiasm and energy 
I spent participating in the 
spectacle of Philippine politics 


A 


CO-HOSTING the pageant 


MEETING people from all over 
the world 


ALITAPTAP Cha reads about a boy who wipes his snot everywhere. 


and commitment 


memorized subway connections to truly experience how to move about on my own 


was maxxed out in the month 
of May. I soon found myself in 
Kuala Lumpur acting as a 
judge in its Miss Universe- 
Malaysia contest. Then I at- 
tended the Independence Day 
celebration of Filipinos in 
Bangkok, after having my 
rounds of retail therapy. 

The third quarter of the year 
was spent juggling more 
events and improving my jour- 
nalism skills. 

I believe Ive changed the 
world in 2007 by participat- 
ing in our generation's collec- 
tive move toward finding op- 
portunities that would not on- 
ly promote character develop- 
ment, but also break stress-in- 
ducing monotony and homo- 
geneity—the sickness of 
thinking and acting like ev- 


erybody else. 

‘At the recently held Second 
International Congress on Life 
and Love which I joined, the 
battle cry was “Chastity.” 
which is not restraint but a 
way of life through conscious 
choice. That's a step in break- 
ing the increasingly permissive 
mind-set of young people in 
our country. 

As a former Miss Universe- 
Philippines (2005), I believe it 

one of my duties as a good- 

beauty ambassador of the 
Philippines to be consistent in 
my causes (charity) and pro- 
mote the values and aspira- 
tions of the country's future 
movers and heroes. In 2007, 1 
changed the world by cherish- 
ing small victories, with faith 
and energy. 


By Adrian M. Dy 
би! Contributor 


JUST DONATED 200 GRAINS OF RICE TO 

"'starving people in Africa in the two or во 

minutes Td spent procrastinating before 
starting this article. 

For the past two weeks, whenever 1 felt 

_ like it wasn’t quite time yet to start working 


- оп an assignment, or when I was counting | 


lown the minutes until my podcasts had 

inished downloading, 14 been donating 
rice, usually about five or so bowlfuls, 
‘which meant that five or so people some- 
where had gotten to eat a meal. 

Through the magic of www.freerice.com, 
anyone can donate rice and at the same 
‘time improve his or her vocabulary! Does 
that sound like a weird combination? Per- 
chaps, but it works and it works well, so 
don't knock it until you've tried it. 

Basically the site's interface is like one of 
those videogame-slash-quiz show screens. 
The computer will give you а word and four 
choices as to what that word means. Each 
answer you get correct earns someone in 
the world 20 grains of rice. If you get it 
wrong, the computer tells you the right an- 
swer and adjusts the level of difficulty for 
you. Everybody wins! 

Also on the screen is a difficulty level 
counter, to track how high your vocabulary 
level is. The higher the number, the more 
difficult the words are, so all the competi- 
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Through 
the magic’ 


For each word you get right, we donate 20 grains of rice 
through the United Nations to help end world hunger 


connecr! 
Jie unb 


preceptor moans: 
tachor 
дет 
shepherd's ht. 
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tive-minded out there will enjoy this game 
as well. There are 50 levels all in all, but the 
FAQ tells us that its nearly impossible to get 
anything higher than 48, unless you've got 
Dictionary.com up in another tab in your 
browser. 

So of course, that begs the question, why 
shouldn't you just muck up the program to 
get all the right answers for you? Wouldn't 
that save world hunger? The answer is no. 

‘While playing the game, a series of unob- 
trusive banner ads runs at the bottom part of 
your screen; Those sponsors are the ones 
paying for the rice you're sending, and if ev- 
eryone and their hacker-cousins are running 
programs, the sponsors will pull the ads out. 


anyone can 
donate rice 
and at the 
same time 
improve 
his or her 
vocabulary 


Which means no rice for hungry people. 

But don't despair, there's nothing wrong 
with learning new words after all. The level 
system incorporated in the game can also 
serve as a friendly bragging point for you 
and your friends. 

Since Free Rice began last October 2007, 
the site has raised 4,550,033,230 grains of 
rice. Amazing when you consider the fact 
that it used to be 10 grains of rice for every 
correct answer! 

So this Christmas break, instead of play- 
ing something like Diner Dash or Hallway 
Wars, why not win someone some rice? 
You'll make Christmas a bit merrier for peo- 
ple out there who need it. 
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Buy а Canon PIXMA Printer oF 
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и get an instant priae 
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laptops, сей phones, gaming 
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ak 
LD CARD! 


Get freebies and discounts, pag presenit'pa lang 
atkada transaction sa Western Uniort Gold Card. 


May 2 ways to get more gifts from your Western Union Gold Card! 
1. With every transaction using your Western Union Gold Card get coupons that entitle you to gifts and discounts, 


Xtreme PhP 500. 


How far can your 
AIG Credit Card take you? 
ПР, QUEM 
Celebrate the holidays 


and enjoy special treats 
when you use your AIG Credit Card. 
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Burgoo Kebabs 


For a minimum order 
of any entree with the same 
ог higher value 


Valid unti December 31, 2007 
PeOTHCRPer No. 206 Sra 2007 


FREE 
Grilled Chicken 
Limone 


For a minimum order 
of any entree with ће same 
or higher value 


Valid unti December 31, 2007 


FREE Sisig 


For a minimum purchase. 


of Php7: 
FREE Leche Flan 


For 2 for a minimum 
purchase of Php500 


Valid until January 31, 2008 
Por OTACA Per No S Si 2007 


Ё ЕЁ rocky Road 


or Cookies & Cream 
or Mango Caramel 
Ice Cream 
For a minimum purchase 
of Php750 
* Choice of either one 
of three flavors 


Valid unti February 15, 2008 
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Magic Sing | unit in any Goldilocks | -Frou 1 pe. Sandwich Bread 400 g. for a minimum single 


‘PhP 200 discount on any Xtrame Magic Sing duet mic unit ааа 
in any portiipoting Xtreme Моде Sing desler outlets. 

7 |- PhP 300 alacount on any Xtreme Magic Sing song chip 

in any participating Xtreme Magie Sing dolor outlets, 
Free Xtremo Magio Sing T-shirt for every purchaso of 

Xtreme Magie Sing mein mic end song chip/ duat mie (in 

selected radamption contara) 


Chowking _|-“Special Holiday Salo Ser 


Union Gold card holders (total 


persons for Western 
ings of P30.00) 


Star City 


Froo 5 AR Kodak Digital Prints for ovary 25 АН Kodak Digital 
Prints orderedin any participating Kodak Express toros. 

+ Free one Kodak Picture Klask print for avery 10 4R Kodak 
Picture Kiosk prinsin any participating Kodak Exprosa storas: 

PhP BO OFF for ovary purchas 

Flash OR Watar В Sporta Sing 
participating Kodak Express a 
ЛО discount on cash purchase of Kodak Ensyshare У series 
Z sari und M sarios (avalable in icon Уодеу/ Camerahaus] 


The Look/ 
Crissa 
Boutique 


10% discount on ali rogular pricod Crises, Hotes, Redgir. 
Bubblagum and Egojoans 
pating The Look boutique 


Ultra Compact 
‘availed in any porticipating Crisa boutiques. 


"20% Discount on Hotel Accommodations on cash or 
пов cord (заваа on published ratos] 
‘20% Discount on Food and Beverage products 
at виш and Lola 
"Tote Discount on! 
20% Diacount on 


Promo duration is from October 1 to December 31, 2007. 


Upon purchase of either Large or Party, 
Thin or Thick Crust Pizza and a Pitcher 
of Iced Tea or Lemonade 


+* Free pizza is of the some size and crust of pizza purchase 
* Choice of Hawaiian Delight or Pepperoni 


Valid until December 31, 2007 
EZ 
E oo 


2, Just present your Western Union Gold Card and get gifts and discounts 


David's Salon | 15 % Discount on facial and hair services 
Air Philippines 


Goldilocks 
HEC 


5% diacount on greeting cakes. 
Free ЗАМЗАМ matte lipstick #6 дат. for à 
| minimum purchase of P125.00 


For Website or Texteite Bookings: 7% Discount 
оп published fares 


DHL $5 discount for every DHL transaction (except 
for Jumbo box, Jumbo Jr. box and Express 


Par TENOR Pria 42 Sets 1207. 
Pallet) 


Promo duration le from January 1 to December 31, 2007. 


Call 888-1200 


for more details 
Apply now, libre ‘tol 


FAST, RELIABLE, WORLDWIDE MONEY TRANSFER. 


3 бам 
бо», 


D 
€? Air Philippines 


Kodak 


DAVID'S 
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By Kate Alvarez 
2bUI Contributor 


DON'T GIVE ALMS TO THE 
І poor anymore. I don't give 
my spare change to street 

Kids tugging my skirt for money. 

‘After years of being in the real 

‘world, I finally understand what 

‘my university professors and 

‘theology classmates told me: 

“You are not helping the poor by 
giving them your spare change.” 
If you give P5 a day to every 
treet kid you encounter after 
hool or work, you won't alle- 
wiate their poverty. You are 
spoiling them by keeping them 

“in the streets. Adult beggars will 

refuse to find a job, because 

begging in the streets actually 
arns more than our country's 
minimum wage. Poor children 

‘will no longer go to school be- 
"cause their parents are using 

them to make money. 

i Giving spare change to the 
Spoor is an easy way out for our 
social conscience. We see a 

tarving person in the street. We 
feel guilty. We pick a few coins 
from our pocket and hand it to 
him. We get instant gratifica- 
tion. We go on with our luxuri- 
ous lifestyles and buy a grande 
mocha at Starbucks. 
But really now, did we 

2 change the world? Did we make 
12 any significant improvement in 
+ that poor person's life? Мо. Not 
12 even if we give the kid P100. 
Т Notevenif we give an old lady a 

sandwich. Not even if we cele- 
brate our 18th birthday at a 
charity ward. 

127 We spend so much time im- 
TZmersed in the workaday world 
that we think we are doing our 

‘duty to help our less fortunate 
brothers by giving them our 

{spare change or extra sand- 

wich. Some people spend their 


spending thousands of pesos on 


've joined 


nationwide 
bandwagon 
by bringing 
myself 
closer 

to having an 
R.N. affixed 
to my name 
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BIANCA Valerio with one 
of Kanlungan’s elderly 


gifts and food, and then go 
home with a relieved con- 
science. 

‘And then what? How many of 
us have actually gone back to 
that charity institution we sup- 
ported a few years back? 

Iraise my hand. 

Supporting charities is more 
than just a one-time deal. It’s 
more than just dole-outs. It's 
about sitting down with people 
and finding ways to make an 
impact in their lives. Its about 
teaching poor kids how to read 
instead of giving them coins in 
the street. 105 about spending 
time with abandoned aging 
people instead of just dropping 
off a sack of canned goods in 
their huts. 

Ies а commitment that only a 
few people are willing to take. 
This year I've decided to take 


the first step: finding an institu- 
tion that I can give my long- 
term devotion to. 

Charity event 

1 was invited by C2 Life to 
spend a day at Kanlungan Ni 
Maria, a home for the aged in 
Antipolo. As part of their body- 
mind-soul activities, C2 Life 
spent nearly half the year orga- 
nizing physical activities such 
as yoga and cultural activities 
such as walking tours. To cap off 
а successful year, they invited 
C2 Life members like myself to 
this month's charity venture. 

Just when I thought I was in 
for another one-time charity 
project, I met a group of volun- 
teers committed to making a 
difference in peoples live 
Hands On Manila. This non- 
profit organization taps compa- 
nies, schools, and individuals to 
provide volunteer work for 
their partner charities and orga- 
nizations. Kanlungan ni Maria 
is just one of the many that 
Hands On Manila supports. 

As I signed my name on their 
members list and received my 
volunteer “passport,” I knew 
Tmin this for the long run. 


Oldies but groovies 

АЕ Kanlungan ni Maria, each 
volunteer had to pick a lola or 
lolo. The groovy lolas were the 
popular choices. Lola Linda in 
her bright red dress, multiple 
bangles and pink surfer shades 
was an instant hit. Lola Pina, 
who talked about her beauty 
pageant award, was а friendly 
fixture. 

As each of the elderly found 
his or her volunteer partner, 1 
spotted Lola Belen, with her 
shoulders hunched as she sat 
quietly in the second row. Mod- 
el Bianca Valerio and I were as- 
signed to her, and it was no easy 
task. She barely met our eyes as 


me 


By Vanessa Arellano Doctor 
2bU! Correspondent 


WE USUALLY EQUATE 
“changing the world” with an 
effort so gargantuan that it in- 
volves millions of people bene- 
fiting from something like a 
miracle cure or a shift in nation- 
al leadership. For individuals 
like me, however, a world- 
change can also mean just an at- 
tempt at shaking the ordinary. 
Afterall, our “world” is the envi- 
ronment we live in. 

This year, I made my attempt 
by taking another degree, wak- 
ing up at 4 a.m. to travel two 
hours to get to where I could 
finish this degree, and having 
the courage to get out of my 
comfort zone to make friends 
"with people whose orientations 
were the opposite of mine. 

Гуе joined the nationwide 
bandwagon by bringing myself 
closer to having ап В.М. affixed 
to my name. 


The reasons 

1 can't really say I took up 
Nursing because Iam a natural- 
ly caring person and would like 
to be of service. In fact, whenev- 
er people ask me why Pm will- 
ing to go through all the re- 
quired community service, hos- 
pital duties, and face endless 
lectures and exams all over 
again, I find myself at a loss for 
reasons. 

Money is one. A chance to 
travel is another. An open door 
toa new adventure comes third. 
But, mostly, it’s really just to be 


exposed to something new, es- 
pecially new people. 

1 got what I wished for and 
more. I didn’t just meet interest- 
ing individuals. I've actually be- 
come friends with them. 

The truth is, 1 was house- 
bound (by choice) for most of 
2007 and had been practically 
glued to the Internet from 
sunup to sundown. I shopped 
for everything, from clothes, to 
shoes, to lip balm online. And 
whenever I was away from the 
house for more than two hours, 
I started to feel uncomfortable 
and vulnerable. 

So, when I was encouraged 
to take up a Nursing course ага 
city two hours away from mine, 
Iwas terrified. I didn't mind the 
long drives—Fm used to seeing 
zero buildings and a thickness 
of trees, but I feared interacting 
with other people in the flesh. 

‘The first day of class felt 
hell because we each had to intro- 
duce ourselves (and I hadn't been. 
in school for about five years!). 

The high schoolish-ness of it 
all made me feel alittle inferior, 
especially since we were all pro- 
fessionals who were supposedly 
already good at what we did. It 
was hard to prove one's worth 
within a 30-second “Hello” 
spiel, and there I was thinking 
that back where I came from I 
had already proven what I 
needed to. 

In short, I was back to being а 
nobody. It was nerve-wracking. 


Keeping the sanity 


‘Thankfully, 1 am now on my 


second semester. During the 
four months I labored over 
Anatomy and Microbiology 
(take note: my first degree was 
Political Science), I found affin- 
ity with a group that, despite 
the personality differences, 
managed to go beyond the neg- 
ative to highlight a common 
goal. 

The best thing abour dealing 
with individuals who are on 
their second attempt at school- 
ing is that the maturity level is a 
notch higher. 

To say that Nursing is a diffi- 
cult course is an understate- 
ment. Yet, having a set of class- 
mates who keep each other mo- 
tivated to finish is enough to, at 
least, keep us out of removal ex- 
ams and coursing through 
smoothly from one semester to 
the next. The drive to overcome 
the original challenge I faced of 
going back to school has been 
forified by a support system 
that is non-judgmental and tru- 
1y helpful. 

АЙ of a sudden, the effort to 
solely change the world I live in 
has been replaced by team 
fort that consists of family, 
friends and newfound friends. 

There is no doubt that the 
course can only get harder and 
more demanding as I near 
graduation, but with warm- 
blooded motivation, I doubt ll 
get as excited with getting a 
new online message in the next 
three years. 


E-mail the author at ness_doc- 
tor@yahoo.com 


Supporting charitiesis ге than just а one-time 


деа 5 more than just dole-outs 
THE OLDIES but groovies take а class photo. 


we talked to her. 

Minutes after trying to strike 
a conversation with the timid 
old lady, a social worker went 
up to us and said, “Oh sorry, 
she’s the most quiet person in 
Kanlungan. She rarely talks to 
anyone. Would you like us to 
pair you up with another one?” 

looked around at the happy 
volunteers, laughing about with 
their lolas and lolos who eagerly 
participated in the program. 
“No, I think ГЇ stay with Lola 
Belen,” Isaid. 

The social worker told me 
that she only spoke in Bicol, 
which is why she rarely talked 
to anyone. Bingo! I said to my- 
self. I struggled to remember all 
the native terms my Bicolano 
grandparents had taught me. 

Lola Belen would nod ог 
shake her head once in a while 
and utrer small words that I 
couldn't make sense of. Bianca 
tried her best to make her 
laugh, but lola would barely 
converse with us. Then we 
found her weakness. 

“Would you like me to apply 


some makeup on you?” Bianca 
asked in Tagalog as she whipped 
ош her makeup kit. Lola Belen 
broke into a toothy grin. Yes, we 
finally made progress! 

In between brushing her 
cheeks and lids with pink make- 
up, Lola Belen would flash her 
toothless grin at the mirror. I 
couldn't tell if she was making 
fun of us or if she was enjoying 
her makeover. 

Other volunteers had it easy. 
They got the elders to dance 
and sing to tlie tunes of Aiza 
Seguerra, who also joined the 
event. Other elders openly 
shared their stories and person- 
al photos. Meanwhile, Bianca 
and I could barely get Lola Be- 
len to answer our questions. We 
only got her to laugh when Aiza 
went up to her and when the so- 
cial workers complimented her 
makeup. 

I never left her side, not even 
if she gave me a disturbed look 
whenever I put my arms around 
her. I kept telling her stories of 
my grandparents from Bicol. 1 
told her that she and my lola 


аё 


have the same name. She 
looked up when I told her that I 
loved my lola's laing. She nod- 
ded when I asked if she, too, 
cooked delicious laing. At the 
end of the Christmas party, I 
ushered Lola Belen back to the 
van. 

"Goodbye, Lola, I'm leaving 
now,” I said in my shaky Bicol. 
Then, for the first time she 
looked me straight in the eye 
with a piercing look and nod- 
ded. I closed the door and left, 
wondering why grownups 
would leave their old parents in 
places like Kanlungan to fade 
away into oblivion, while get- 
ting occasional entertainment 
from celebrities, social workers 
and volunteers whose names 
they would probably never re- 
member. 


Kanlungan ni Maria is located 
at 17 Lanzones St, Nayong 
Silangan Subd., Antipolo City. 


Visit www. handsonmanila.org 
or call 8435231 and e-mail in; 
fo@handsonmanila.org 


By Bianca Consunji 
2ЫЛ Correspondent 


THERE ARE PHONES THAT 
are designed to look sleek and 
sassy, and there are phones 
that are made to withstand the 
most abusive _ cell-phone 
users—the ones who frequent- 
ly drop their units to the floor, 
talk until the wee hours of the 
morning, and wear out the 
keypads with constant texting. 

The Sony Ericsson W910i is 
a phone that can withstand 
the most manic cell-phone 
users without breaking out a 
sweat—figuratively, of course. 
The latest in Sony Ericsson's 
Walkman phone line, the 
W910i is equipped with all the 
tools needed for listening to 
music, playing video games 
and surfing the Internet. 

While most phones are ca- 
pable of playing hours of mu- 
sic, what sets the W910i Walk- 
man phone apart from the 
others is its Shake Control fea- 
ture, which allows users to 
change tracks by simply shak- 
ing the cell phone—almost as 
if its a pinball machine. 

Skip one song forward by 
flicking the phone to the right, 
or take a step backward by 
shaking it to the left. Want to 
shuffle your playlist? Shake 
your phone back and forth for 
а crazy take on a mixed 
playlist. You can also use the 
‘same shuffling motion to play 
the games available on your 
phone, should you tire of 
pressing buttons just to make 
yourmove. 

Another new feature on the 
W910i is SensMe, which al- 
lows for searching your music 
collection and creating 
playlists based on tempo and 
style as opposed to searching 
for songs based on artists and 
albums. So if you're looking 
for showtunes (or chillout mu- 
sic), all you have to dois go by 
the phone's dot matrix system 
in order to track the kind of 
music you're in the mood for. 

It sounds much more com- 


the SensMe system really does 
make sense. By grouping to- 
gether the songs that have 


A lean, mean 
multitasking machine 


For sheer 
versatility, 

the Sony Ericsson 
W810i is the 
must-have phone 
to beatthis 
holiday season 


similar dor matrix patterns, 
the W910i selects songs that 
you might be in the mood for 
(after all, you don't want to 
spend too much time creating 
playlists on your computer). 

The phone also has an inno- 
vative media browser system, 
which lets you access your 
music, videos, podcasts and 
photos from a single icon on 
the phone menu. The Media 
Manager PC program allows 
easy access to your files 
through your computer, so 
you can search and select mu- 
sic and convert the tracks to 
mobile phone-compatible for- 
mats before you even transfer 
the files (which is done via 
USB). 

While the W910i won't beat 
a separate mp3 player, you've 
got more than enough music 
to get you going for the whole 
day, as it has room for over 
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900 songs (with а 1GB micro 
memory stick). So if you're not 
planning to download thou- 
sands of songs, the Walkman 
phone should be more than 
adequate. 

As with all Sony Ericsson 
phones, the battery life of the 
phone is excellent, lasting up 
to three days without charg- 
ing (two if you're a heavy cell- 
phone user). The W910i is al- 
so equipped with a 2- 
megapixel camera, so if you 
accidentally leave your cam- 
era at home or just want to 
take goofy photos with your 
friends, this phone's got you 
covered. 

Forsheer multitasking pow- 
er, the W910i is the must-have 
phone to beat this holiday sea- 
son. 


E-mail the author at bianca- | 


consunji@yahoo.com 


plicated than it really is, but. | 


hundreds of e-mails from readers who shared with us thelr fa- Ў 
vorite celebratory and get-ready-for-a-date songs. However, it 
was the entries from Monique Ale C. Dantes and Jonathan Paul 
Lansang that really got our attention. Monique will soon been- Я 
joying music from her W220i, while Jonathan Paul can get 
ready for his dates with the help of the W580i. Call 4339497 
and look for Maita to cl your prize. 
This week, we want to know: What music was playing on your 
‘earphones when you felt the highs of passing that final exam or- 3 
the first day of vacation? What was playing when you got to- 
gether or broke up and eventually made up? 
| Give us the best of your music memories to the weekly ques- 
tion and win a brand-new Sony Ericsson Walkman phone! 
E-mail your answer to sonyericsson2bu@gmail.com. Include 
your name, age and contact information plus the song title, 
artist and music genre. Deadline for this answer is Dec. 14. A 
unique and funny answer will get you the Sony Ericsson W910i 
Walkman phone, . 
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‘Text and photo by Niño Mark M. Sablan 


bU! Correspondent 


HEN ASKED TO WRITE 
on how I changed the 
world this past year, it 


took me forever to come up with 


something. 


Sure, I did my share of everyday good 


be involved with. After all, the year hasn't 
Т could still contribute 


ended yet, an 
something positive to the world. 


Pawikan conservation. 


Pawikans or marine turtles—all seven 
species in the world—are now highly threat- 


deeds like helping random strangers or giv- 


ing extra coins or 
restaurant leftover 
doggie bags to street 
people. But the 
more I thought of 
something seriously 
world-altering that I 
intentionally set out 
to do, the more time 
it took me to realize 
that there was really 
no particular cause I 
actively supported 
this year. 

So I got out of my 
shell and looked for 
a particular cause to 


SOLONG/ES 


Damper your shim... (ољ Leas 
P7004 


IV Glutathione, 3 sessions «ТЇ!» 
Sclerotherapy, 4 sessions. T> 


Diamond Peel 


+ Мата С lonotherapy 


Vancose and Sper Veins Removal 


Underarms or Bin! Line 


Tended up attending the Pawikan Festi- 
val last Nov. 28-30 in Morong, Вагаа: 
оп its third year, the festival continues to 
generate awareness and gather funds for 


Hair Removal, 4 sessions «2170. 
| ThermaFirme, 8 sessions «ДЕ ТЇ» 
Until December 19, 2007 


Per DYI-NOR Perm No 4749. series of 2007 
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Don't let yourself 
go bald... 

even the ladies 
agree. 


miss if you're bald—sharing 


intimate moments when your partner runs her hands 
through your hair..being confident to strike а 
conversation with women without feeling self- 
conscious about your receding hairline.. pulling. a 
suave-move to give ladies a lasting impression. 


Take Actor/Businessman Joey Marquez's advice, 


Now 


"Don't let yourself go bald." Like most men, Joey 
equates losing hair with losing charisma, potency 
and vigor. "You tend to look older with less hair. And 
nobody wants to look old. I'd rather be seen as 


Classic, not old,” added Joey. 


Stop hairloss as 


soon as you experience its 


early signs with Svenson’s intensive treatments 


End hairloss now so you'd never have to miss a thing. 


MAKATI 
15/F GT Tower 


TOMAS MORATO 
3/F CKB Center 


Call now for a FREE consultation. 


Сай 892-HAIR (4247) 


BINONDO 
ЗЛЕ Federal Tower 
Building 


THE SCIENCE OF 


MANZANARES 


„Hair Restoration Center, 


CONFIDENCE 


Ks about time. Lifes short and there's зо much 
‘we can do to get the most out oft 


Hair loss is а natural course of nature that is 
‘experianced by both males and females. And it 
happens much earlier in Ме than we expect. So 
before you go into hibernation, give up your 
social fe or worse, experiment on a remedy 
thats not right for you, stop and consider the. 
NEWEST CLINIC IN THE PHILIPPINES THAT 
OFFERS THE ONLY PERMANENT SOLUTION TO. 
HAIRLOSS. 


MANZANARES HAIR RESTORATION CENTER Is 
Owned and opented by’ OR FRANK 
MANZANARES JR, а Filipino Surgeon whose 
practices solely dedicated to Най Restoration 
He trained in the United States with 18 years of. 
Hale Restoaton-Pastc Surgery Affilations 
Including medical and surgical research 
development of Hair Transplant techniques 

2/ and work experience in Bevery Hils, haven of 

уноса celebrities ~ probably the most 
demanding customers in the world. 


WHERE TECHNIQUE MEETS ARTISTRY 


De. Mis one among the very ete doctors that 
offers the expertise of state-of-the-art Hair 
Restoration in the Philippines. It s a surgical 
process that has evolve from a science Into вп 
Art form. This requires а surgeon with a trained 
hand to create the most "natural result that 
mimics Mothor Natures and is undetectable to 
ven the most critical eye. The procedure 
ineudes Follicular Unit Grafting that, put 
simply, surgically “harvests” hair units from one 
part of your body and “Implants” them to 
another part that needs IL And because it Is 
your own hair that is transplanted, ts re- 
growth wil look and fee lke your natural пай, 
made to grow ina direction that's most natural 
tots position. 


RESTORE YOUTHFUL APPEARANCE 


The quest for the proverbla Fountain of Youth 
has led our doctors to increasingly successful 
aesthetic practices; and in the case of hair 
restoration procedures, the most traditionally 
performed is SCALPHAIR TRANSPLANTS, 
primarily in males. 


The advances of surgical procedures these 
days have not spared hal transplantation, and 
have made scalp-halr vanspants virtually 
unnoticeable. Dr. M Is a leader in procedures 
dor repairing the undesirable results from prior 
hair transplants and scarring or һай distortion 
from facial plastic surgery. This has made Dr.M 
the recognized expert in the treatment of hair 
less in women - now strutting down catwalks 
and dancing their nights away with fuler, 
healthier hair that boosts their confidence and. 
self-esteem In board rooms and lounges alike. 


GET LUSH EYEBROWS AND EYELASHES 


Originally performed on bur victims to restore 
the hair on eyebrows and eyelids, DR. M 
ploneered Eyelash Transplants in Beverly His. 
for aesthetic purposes: and is now the fastest 
growing hair restoration procedure worldwide. 
in the Philippines, D3. MIS THE ONLY EXPERT IN 
EYELASH TRANSPLANTS, a vey delicate 
procedure that requires perfect placement of 
airs to mimic natural growth. He also 
performs the service on behalf of other 
‘popular Cosmetic and Plastic Surgery cinis in. 
the country, 


Likewise, If you seek ‘to have full thick 
eyebrows or maybe cover up a scar in the area, 
De M ап help you through his eyebrow 
‘transplantations folowing various reasons tke 
trauma, heredity and over plucking, 


Now, you have a natural, healthy and painless 


‘hernative to fake eyelashes and tattooed 
‘eyebrows. Wake up in the morning wih bright 


MANZANARES HAIR RESTORATION CENTER 


and wide eyes and express yourself with 
confidence. Then work your way towards а 
busy nightlife looking just as gorgeous as you 
did the whole day 


LOOK AND FEEL HEALTHY 


Overall nothing else makes us look great than 
looking healthy from within. A lush crop of 
hair, thick eyebrows and eyelashes may be the 
epitome of being in tip-top shape; but what's 
most Important Is how we fel inside, Youth is 
э frame of mind; and age Is Just а number, as 
they say. But f you feel that halr transplant is 
for you, you will be in the best hands with 
MANZANARES HAIR RESTORATION CENTER, 
where the emphasis Is on establishing 2 solid 
docorgatent relationship, guiding you 
through the ente process. Ап individual 
treatment planis assessed for every patient, as 
Dr. M is one of only a handful of Surgeons able. 
то offer ali the procedures available. Every step 


patients worldwide. 


CONFIDENCE DOWN TO A СС 


decision to take action against ha oss can be 
з diffcu one: but by choosing the most 
Qualified hal restoration expert, the decision 
Becomes en easier one to make. 


invest in yourself. Inspire a newfound 
confidence that wil affect how you look and) 
project yourself forever. Get a one-day 
MANZANARES HAR RESTORATION procedurd 
Юга time of great and natural ests, 


Give us cal 


Unit 3108, 31/F Tycoon Centre Реал Drive Ortigas Center Pasig City, Philippines 
Tel (632) 706-1696 Fa (83 2) 706-1699 Mobile: (63917) 839-1978. 


етай driankemanzanoreshakrestoretin com, 
vw menzanareshairestoration.com 


ALABANG 
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Коен УЧ 
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Fades at 
587-178384 or 9141370160, 
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CEBU 
TEL: 234-0851 


Building TIF Keppel Centre. 
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Art: ARNEL A. AVETRIA. 


BY JESS ABRERA 


PAHIL BA SA MEA \/GINAWA MO AKONG 
COUP ATTEM PTS Ф A TRAMPOLINE ‚Е 


SIGE, AKO MAGRU- 
BLON our SA yo? 

TREAT KITA SA LUNCH 
SA MAJESTIC RESTO? 


YANG 
ASAYANG 


TEENAGER Е PWEDE 

NANG UMALIS NS BAHAY/ S\TINY NAMAN Е 
PAG 18 МАЗКА, „Д BUBDKOD NG вдр 

GANON DI FO BASA 

KULTURANG PINN? 


BETTER! 
PINNER” 


[/ нецогат youre 
SERVICE SIR? 
WOW, YOURE CUTE, 

PALA, SER АКИМ? Д 


S| CHER. 
BILANG DIRECTOR 
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BAKA GUSTO 
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H VEN aes 
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BABY BLUES. 


тт SMELLS LIKE 
АМ ACRE OF 


wer a 


QUIT Now, 
WHILE YOURE! 
BEHIND 

о 


(т 


` 


Heu can A PERON BE и FAR. 
OF SOMETUNG AND OPPOSED 


To IT AT THE SAME TIME? 
ITS IMPOSSIBLE! 


LOVEKNOTS 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


CoLLeGHBLE -AND SeMe- 
DAY it's GoiNG to BE 
Wort MoRe THAN VoU 
CAN IMAGING. jg 


tene, CAPTAIN 
FLoo8 ARoo? 


I Get Чой WANT 
to See 14. 


r pasen T 
искало, 

С лот аки. 
ЖА ме men KA 
‘mea tanto K ANG, 
do mrs cma IMG. 

CELA 
блок, 


ACROSS 


You Have +о GO 
THROUGH A SECURITY 
CHeck FIRST. 


“RUDOLPH THE RED-NOSED REINDEER. 
NYINGLE BELS” AT SANTA. 
CLAUS ($ COMING T TOWN + 


E MGA THEME SONGS NIIA NG 
MGA K-BOFRIENDS NIYA ANE 
меа Кати мо, Eft! 


BYMANIXABRERA BEN 


1 Looking up and 


down 
6 Milanese eight 


10 Notable years 
14 Pavarotti's 


voice 


"AT 15а РА une. 
KA SAKINI МСАТ 
MAALIT KA SA DAHILAN 
KUNS ВАТ NATIN GINGA 
жи TO IJ THE FIRST PLACE? 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You have a winning personality because you enjoy 
the company of others, You work to stay In shape because you're always 
aware of the impression you make on others. You're physically active, 
and you take care of your health, You have a natural sense of drama, and 
In social settings, you're entertaining. In the year ahead, you wili study ог 
learn something very valuable, 


Birthdate of: Frank Sinatra, singer/actor, Jennifer Connelly, actress; Bi 


16 Settled a debt 

16 Big swig 

17 Capital of 
Vietnam 

18 Ancient Semitic 
deity 

19 NY theatrical 
award 

20 Poor strategy 
ata track meot 

23 Ginger — 

24 ETO leader 

25 Horse opera 

28 fido 
(guthentic) 

28 Russian 


Nighy, actor. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
‘April 19): Money that 
has been owed to you 
might arrive today. 
Disputes about 

shared property finally might be 

settled, The wealth of others сап 
favor you today. Be open to this. 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): A friendship 
‘or even a romantic 

tachment could de- 


communes. 

32 Snaky 
character 

зз Conductor 
Previn 

35 AKC concern 

37 Poor strategy in 
the casino 

42 Laotian or 
‘Mongolian 

48 Cut pieces 

48 Single cereal 
grain 

48 Maps in maps 

51 Brief bad mood 

52 Loud, resonant, 
metallic sound 

54 Choose 

56 Greek letter 

57 Poor strategy in 
a liquor store 

62 Ending word 

63 Clumsy ciod 

64 Architect 
Saarinen 

вв Part of speech 

67 Russian saint 

вв Right-hand 
page 

вә Catch sight of 

70 Drop, heavily 

71 Impertinent 


By Philip J. Anderson 
Portland, OR 


3 Subtle 
implication 
4 Lunchtime 
5 Pulverize 
6 First bet 
7 Zesty bite 
8 Polynesian 
amulet 
9 Norse god 
10 Dangerous 
virus 
11 Partial refund 
12". Restaurant 
13 Mans the helm 
21 Actress Lupino 
22 Batting 
problems 
23 Lawyers! org. 
27 Operatic song 
29 Steakhouse 
selection. 
зо Go astray 
31 Neighbor of 
Syr. 
за Naval flag 
36 Adams and 
Ameche 
38 Martini 
ingredient 
39 Notes in scales 
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oonga 


r 
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= 
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40 Study of chem. 
reactions 

ПЕТЯ 

44 ВА stop 

45 Fuel rating 

48 Los _, NM 

47 Resüme 

49 Impatience 
indication 


50 Tanning lotion 
abbr. 

53 Simpleton 

55 Cake levels 

58 Gooey mass. 

59 Travel charge 

60 Actor Weaving 

61 Dog's bane 

65 Actress Myrna 


DOWN 
1 Atr. nation 
2 Like some 

sabbaticals 


velop with an older 
person today. Some- 
опе older, wiser or more experi 

offer. (Just say "thank you.") 
GEMINI (May 21 to 
work are supportive 
tical way. You also 
might get а promo- 

ture employment. 

July 22): This is an 
"excellent day to teach 
people. “А spoonful of honey 
helps the medicine go down" 
LEO (July 28 to Aug, 22): This is 
m, AN encalent day for 
2 ood time to buy 
IJ Something beautiful 
for where you iive 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22): This 
is a good day to sign 
contracts. Disous- 

friendly and ami 

ble, yet solid and 
able. Someone older could be in- 


пой than you has something to 
dune 20}: People at 
af you in a very prac- 
ton or advice tnat secures yourf- 
o CANCER (June 21 to 
chidren of young 
(Keep this formula In mind.) 
teal estate It's also a 
thats long-lasting and attractive. 
Sons with others are 
volved. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 о 
Qc. 22): Whatever 
you buy today wil be 
a good value. twill be 
long-lasting атй 

practical and at the same time, at- 

tractive in a pleasant way for you. 

Ifs a good day for business and, 

commerce 


е 


close friends. People will be sur- 
prisingy receptive to what you 


have to say. 
your side of things in 


~" relationships or bar- 


gains today. It won't be difficult, 
because you see why its Impor- 
sations with others, 


5 tant. 
especially someone 


older or wiser, are definitely pleas- 
ant and helpful today. Be open to 
боой advice wherever it might 
‘come from. 
г) with parents, bosses, 
teachers and authority 


figures are excellent today. This al 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): This за 
ood day to lay your. 
cards on the table 
with partners and 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22 to Dec. 21): You're 
happy to live up to 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Conver- 


‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): Relations 


so applies to relationships with the. 
police. if theres something you 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 

March 20: Make 

plans for further edu 
el somewhere. Your efforts today 
"Wil have a pleasant payoff in the 
future. You also wil be able to get 


want, ask for it 
© 

tation or plans to trav- 
a good value for money spent. 


hy Kine Features Syndicate, Ine, 
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Difficulty Level Ж Ж Ж 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 


column, every row and every 


3x3 box contains the digits 


в | с>|>]-* 


1109. 
Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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So long, 'pagong'! 


ened with extinction because of 

human activities such as poach- 
ing, egg gathering, slaughter, il- 
legal fishing and pollution. In 
fact, many adult female turtles 
are hunted and killed on beach- 
es during nesting season. 

While their meat serve as food 
for poor communities, their 
shells and skin are used for sev- 
eral illegal by-products such as 

-combs, guitars and accessories, 

Marine turtle eggs, on the 
other hand, are gathered and 
sold in the black market where 
they command high prices be- 
cause of their perceived aphro- 
disiac effects 

‘The entire Bagac and Morong 
coasts in Bataan are popular 
nesting grounds of three out of 
five turtle species present in the 
country: the Hawksbill, Olive 
Ridley and the Green Turtles. 

To save these species, the 
Bataan community organization 
named Bantay Pawikan, Inc. 
which has been doing conserva- 
tion work since 1999, with the 
help of the United Nations De- 
velopment Grants Programme 
and the provincial government. 

Harvesting turtles once pro- 
vided Morong residents meager 
incomes that sent their kids to 
school and allowed them to buy 


STUDENTS from Morong, 
Bataan pet a marine turtle from 
Pawikan Conservation Center. 


food and pay debts—while in- 
flicting damage to marine bio- 
diversity, of course. 

This led to a decrease in turtle 
nesters and a shorter nesting 
season. However, the endan- 
gered marine turtles have gotten 
a reprieve, thanks to the organi- 
zation’s conservation scheme 
and efforts to emphasize the: 
portance of community parti 
pation in the program. The com- 
munity-based project has also 
set up livelihood projects for the 
now reformed poachers. 

During the festival, I joined 


Tobey" 


FrompageEl 


government officials and other 
members of the media in releas- 
ing pawikan hatchlings to the 
ocean. From a bin brimming 
with adorable gray turtles, I se- 
lected а random hatchling, 
named him Donatello (my fa- 
vorite character in the TV series 
“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” 
when Iwas a kid) and carefully 
picked him up. 

Thad tobe extra gentle in han- 
dling Donatello because ifhe fell 
off, he would have broken a 
bone and might not make it out 
there in his natural habitat. 

After some souvenir snap- 
shots with my chosen hatchling, 
1released Donatello and let him 
wade into the saltwater to join 
Leonardo, Raphael, Michaelan- 
gelo, Ariel, Flounder and the 
rest of the marine world. 

The act of releasing a tiny tur- 
tle into the ocean may not seem 
the most impressive world-al- 
tering effort but in a world 
where animal extinction is a re- 
ality, that little effort is well 
worth it, Did you know that on- 
ly one to three percent of baby 
turtles reach maturity? I hope 
my Donatello makes it. 


Email the author at nino- 
marksablan@yahoo.com 
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By Kitkat Rodrigo 
2bU! Contributor 


HANKS TO AL GORE, EVERY- 

body's going green. I personally 

have not seen "An Inconvenient 
Truth" but I don’t think it's a prerequi 
site to start thinking of the environ- 
ment, of your future. I also don’t think 
we should all start living like hippies 
and stop shaving our armpits and 
legs. 

There are lots of ways one can go green. 
Printing on both sides of the paper, for exam- 
ple. Turning off the faucet while brushing one’s 
teeth. Turning off the light when going out of 
theroom. 

Me? I choose to battle against the ubiquitous 
plastic bag. 

An article I read early this year changed the 
way Hook at something we take for granted all 
the time— plastic. Did you know that less than 
1 percent of plastic bags are recycled? And that 
every single plastic bag manufactured still ex- 
ists and hasn't even started degrading yet? Can 
you imagine how many plastic bags that 
amount to? 

‘The human species could be extinct before 
everything plastic is erased off the planet. 
Plastic will outlive us all! 

For the longest time, I've always had a 


not a plastic bag 


pw) 


lightweight tote bag stashed in my purse, and 
Tuse it to carry stuff bought when shopping. 
Only this year did I use it extensively, refus- 
ing plastic bags outright with each purchase, 
especially from convenience stores and fast 
food restaurants, These establishments are 
notorious for placing each item in а plate 
ag. 

T still get weird looks when I hand over my 
canvas tote, but I don't mind. I can only hope it 
won't be long before they start asking cus- 
tomers first before bagging purchas- 
es—"Ma'am, ipa-plastic 


‘Bag pa po? 

Tm coming clean lest you call me а hyp- 
ocrite. I still drink Coke in cans, eat the occa- 
sional fast food (don’t even get me started on 
styrofoam!), still use paper towels. When shop- 
ping for groceries, I still use plastic bags, but I 
make sure they get reused as lining for the 
garbage bin. The least I can say is that now I'm 
aware how much waste I generate from day to 
day and try to lessen it as much as 1 can. 

That's the bottom line we need to be con- 
scious of: what we throw away and what gets 
reused and recycled. 

This Christmas, I plen to give out 
lightweight tote bags as gifts, accompanied by 
a plea to refuse plastic bags when shopping. 1 
think that’s a doable request. Much ‘more 
preferable to asking them not to shave armpits 
and legs, anyway. 


PHILIPPINES, 27 November 2007 - 
From now until 15 January 2008, апу- 
one who spends at least PHP 1,000 ina 
single transaction on their Philippine-is- 
sued Visa Debit, Prepald and Credit 
card will stand a chance to win a trip for 
two to the Beijing 2008 Olympic 
Games. Ten packages for two people 
each will be given away in Visa's "Bei- 
jing 2008 Olympics Visa Promotion” 
Limited edition Viga Olympic Games 


5. 


memorabilia will also be given out dur- 
ing the promotion. 

‘Cardholders simply need to submit 
their personal particulars and transaction 
information online or through SMS to 
register for the promotion. Those who 
‘choose to register online can do so over 
the newly created Visa Olympics market- 
ing website - www.visasupporters.com - 
and access the “Philippines” page and 
dick on the "current promotions" link to 
access the registration page. 

“Millions of people around the world 
are looking forward to what is arguably 
the world's number one sporting event 
and we believe that as a worldwide 
Olympics sponsor since 1986, and 
through this promotion, Visa is in a spe- 
cial position to make it easier for its 
cardholders in the Philippines to stand 
a chance at experiencing the Olympic 
Games and to show their support for 
their athletes іп person," Visa Interna- 
tional Country Manager for the Philip- 
pines, Bob Joubert, said 


Visa gives cardholders a chance to win trips 
for two to the Beijing.2008 Olympic Games 


All ittakes to qualify for the weekly draw is to spend 
with your Visa card! 


Limited edition Visa Olympic Games 
memorabilia and one package to the 
‘Games will be given away during every 
week between 29 November 2007 and 
24 January 2008. Two packages to the 
Games will be given out during the last 
two weekly draws. 


About Visa: Visa operates the world's. 
largest retall electronic payments net- 
work providing processing services and 
payment product platforms. This in- 
cludes consumer credit, debit, prepaid 
and commercial payments, which are 
offered under the Visa, Visa Electron, 
Interlink and PLUS brands. Visa enjoys 
unsurpassed acceptance around the 


world and Visa/PLUS is one of the 
world's largest global ATM networks, of- 
fering cash access in local currency in 
more than 170 countries. 


For further information, please contact: 
Emily Dy/ Nian Rigor 

emily @eon.com.ph/ 
nian@eon.com.ph 

8985642 loc. 127/loc. 138 


“Baling 2008 Olympics Visa Promotion" 1 


езу 


Any Philippine issued Visa Dabit Visa Gredi, and Visa Electron 
‘cats, both principal and supplementary. 


TE January Z008 


How to register: 


‘There are wo easy ways To терг Tor The promotion: 


Each package will be for two people 
and will consist of round-trip airine tick- 
ets, hotel accommodation, hotel trans- 
fers and passes to two events at the 
Games. Winners of the packages will 
also receive special Visa Olympic 
Games merchandise. 

Winners will be notified via regis- 
tered mail and through announcements 
in major daily newspapers. Each card- 
holder can only win once and if their 
name is drawn more than once, they will 
be awarded the package to the Olympic 
Games. 


Drawa/Prizes 


2.) SMS Registration 


transactions may be registered via SMS by texting VISA 
Rame as It appears on card, frst 6 digis of your card number, 
iast 4 digts of your card number, amount of transaction, date of 
transection, approval code» and send to 2381 for both Globe and 
Touch Mobile, and 325 for Smart Make sure not to use commas 
when entering amounts more then 889.92. 


b.) Online Registration 


For both overseas and local transactions, register online at 
Womvessupponerscom. cick on "Philpphes then "Current 
Promos. V registration page. 


Wieeky draws wil be held staring 29 November, 2007 anil 
24 January. 2008, where a total of 750 lmted edion Visa 
тре Games Memorabila and one (1) Olympic Package 


The Philippines is one of several 
markets across Asia Pacific to launch 
this promotion which is part of Visa's re- 
gional Olympics marketing campaign. 


‘wil be given sway each week For the last two weekly 
Grows, two (2) Olympic Packages will be given away each 


Week 


For detailed 
information. 


For mom miomaum on the Visa Вето 2008 
Olympics promotion, visit the Visa marketing website at 
ww visasupporters com 


BLOCKBUSTER 
SOUN 
Crisp, clean and powerful theater sound 

in the comfort of your home. — 


* Dolby Digital 

+ DivX 

-USB Plus 

+6 Mode Equalizer 
"Karaoke Function 
*2000PMPO 


HOME THEATER SYSTEM HT-902B 
XTS Pro Digital Amplifier + DVD Playback « Progressive Scan* Virtual 10.1CH Sound 


* Dolby Digital 

+ Divx 

+ USB Plus 

* 6 Mode Equalizer 
+ Karaoke Function 
* 1200 PMPO 
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28] EERISTMAS 
SCRAPBOOK 


Everyone has Christmas 
memories. We want 

to help share yours. 

Do you have Christmas 
stories, photos, articles, 
essays, poems, songs, 
scrapbook pages, journal 
entries, blog posts, 

old cards, letters and 
artworks that you want 


Wealth Management 

“Money was never a big motivation for me, 
except as a way to keep score. The real 
excitement is playing the game.” 


олак! Trump. Sr. 
The difference between business and empire 


ATE 


A million stars inspire a million acts of kindness 


For countless years now, the Makati- 
going public has looked forward to the 
Ayala Avenue Christmas décor. An an- 
mual effort of Ayala Land and with 
changing themes each time, it lights up 
the Makati Central Business District 
(MCBD) like а bright beacon of wel- 
come. For a time, it was about compet- 
ing for attention in terms of color and 
creativity when it comes to nativity 
Scenes. Then it was about a new wave 
of lanterns adorning the streetlamps 
and tivoli lights dotting the trees and 
center islands. 

This year, the MCBD is blanketed by a 
different light-one that is full of joy and 
hope. More than just about lighting up 
the city, this year's décor of a million 
miniature versions of the. traditional 


white parol is all about inspiring acts of, 


kindness befitting the season of giving. 
Ayala Land's Miriam Katigbak, head 
of Signature Projects-Stategic Land- 
bank Management Group which is re- 
sponsible for such developments as Ay- 
ala Center, Bonfacio Global City, and 
Nuvali, posed a challenge that has nev- 
er been done in the past to her team: to 
execute a Christmas effort that was 
about giving back to the community be- 
yond a mere lighting aesthetic and in- 
stead, tieing this up as a full corporate 


to 


to 


be published 


in our pages? 
E-mail them to us at 
christmasscrapbooke OD 7( 
Ggmail.com. Don't forget 


add your name, age, 


school/office and contact 
info. The best contributions 


will be included 
in next week's 2bU! 


Christmas at the Makati 
Central Business District: 


effort across Ayala Land and ай its sub- 
sidiaries, with the support of other cor- 
porate partners. 

Now, there are a million white stars 
blanketing the main thoroughfares of the 
MCBD-along ће stretch of Ayala Av- 
enue from EDSA to Buendia, Makati Av- 
enue trom Paseo de Roxas to Pasay 
Road, and Paseo de Roxas from Makati 
Avenue to Ayala Avenue-all of which 
represent hope, joy, love, optimism, and 
the real meaning of Christmas. 

Dubbed "A Millon Christmas Stars,” 
the litle stars are meant to bring hope 
and light to the Christmas season forthe 
underprivileged children supported by 
NGOs - the Kabalikat Buhay Foundation 
and Unang Hakbang Foundation, which 
were chosen as the beneficiaries of Ayala 
Land's Christmas project. Both organiza- 
tions are engaged in helping street chil- 
dren and those living in poor urban com- 
munities through various programs in ed- 
cation and child welfare and supporta 
mission which is consistent with Ayala 
Land's vision to enrich lives through а 
lasting commitment to nation-building by 
promoting the betterment of the Filipino. 

Kabalikat Buhay Foundation, headed 
by former Makati Mayor Dra. Elenita Bi- 
nay, is ап organization that provides var- 
ious support activities to street children, 


orphans, and the needy. Likewise, 
Unang Hakbang Foundation has a na- 
tionwide effort to protect and provide for 
the needs of underprivileged children, 
specifically in the areas of rebuilding the 
children's self-esteem, improving their 
skills and assisting families in taking 
care of their children. 

“The décor now has a deeper mean- 
ing and purpose befitting the season of 
Christmas, and it is one that every 
Makati resident ог office worker can 
support and be proud of," shares Joel 
Luna, chief architect of Ayala Land and 
‘a member of the team that designed the 
decors. "During this Christmas season, 
everyone who will see the huge number 
of stars lining the streets will be struck 
not just by the decors, but also by the nu- 
merous acts of kindness that made the 
decors possibi 

Through these Christmas stars, ALI in- 
tegrated a fundraiser to consolidate cor- 
porate contribution within the mother 
company and its subsidiaries. ALI made а 
conscious effort to consolidate its annual 
corporate gift ist to maximize proceeds 
for the two NGOs. A corporate Christmas 
card that features the street children of 
Макай on йв cover design was also creat- 
ed. The children were photographed one 
‘Sunday morning along Ayala Avenue and 


around the Tower One and Exchange 
Plaza Building. Thus far, thousands of 
cards have been ordered by both corpo- 
Tate and individual sponsors. Proceeds 
from the sales of these cards were tumed 
Over to KBF and Unang Hakbang last 
November 5 during the simple lighting 
ceremonies held at the Tower One foun- 
tain area. 

Both these efforts have inspired the 
Ayala Land management and staff to go 


S 
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beyond the glitter of Christmas and 
bring back the sparkle in the eyes of dis- 
advantaged youth and adults. Compa- 
nies such as Globe, Philippine Star, Jol- 
libee and McCann Worldwide Group 
have seen the value of the project and 
also gave their valuable support. "We 
hope that the intent of integrating the 
spirit of giving with the décor would be- 
come a Christmas tradition for the 
Makati CBD," remarks Luna. 
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` iz Ang Knockout Action Movie ng Taon! 
Opens January 1 


DIRECTOR Апе ве, five movies to complete a valid entry to the 
center,isflankedby grand draw set on Jan. 19 at the Mall of 
actress Tang Weland Asia Music Hall. 

actor-singer Wang Entries may be submitted at drop boxes 
Lee-hom. кле located at participating theaters. 


OPENS DECEMBER 19 
A science-fiction writer is about to get the biggest 
inspiration ot his. life... from a kid not of this world. 


martian: 
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Т wins for ‘Lust, Caution’ 
: TAIPEI, TAIWAN—TAIWAN SHOWERED 
native son Ang Lee with honors Saturday as 
1 his spy thriller "Lust, Caution” dominated 
the Golden Horse Awards in Taipei, clinch- 
ing seven prizes, including Best Film, Direc- 
torand Actor. 
Lee used the occasion to speak out about 
the plight of his home island in unusually 


political comments, Band get 
In accepting the award for Taiwanese жун aT 


Filmmaker of the Year, the Oscar-winning 
director said, “I feel very warm in the heart 
toreceive everyone’saffirmation.” АР 


GMA bags CMMA honors 


GMA Network bagged six awards and a 
citation in the recently held 29th Catholic 
Mass Media Awards. 

‘Among the programs included in the 
winners’ circle are: "24 Oras,” Best News 
Program; “Philippine Agenda” for Best 
‘Adult Educational Program; ‘Wish Ko 
Lang,” Best Public Service Program; and 
“Kapuso Mo Jessica Soho,” which shared 
the spotlight with ABS-CBN's “The Corre- 
spondents” in the Best Magazine Program 
category. 

“Mga Kwento ni Lola Basyang” and 
“Magpakailanman” bested the other entries 
for the Best Children's Program and Best 


Phe nena wat ao given the special | т VARIECONCEPCON — ABA MOREM тшй ROGELIO PACOUIO 


citation for Best Public Service Advertise- 


ment via its election advocacy campaign, Fe В. ШЕП ШИН МШШ RENNES. АИА СА САА JESS SANCHEZ. LONG MEI 


“Sa Isa Kong Boto.” 


Film fest promo " = J KAKA BALAGIAS 


luminary David Gerrold. 


Patrons of the Metro Manila Film Festival 
Philippines (MMFFP) will get the chance to 
‘win up to P100,000 in the “Cash sa Peliku- 
la” raffle promo. 

Participants must have at least watched 
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OPENING ToDAY 


Elizabeth: The Golden Age Directed by Shekhar Kapur 
А Blanche Owen, This sequel to the 1998 epic drama “Elizabeth” finds the Virgin 
Moe er EE == Geoffrey Rush, (реп (Blanchett) battling with the Spanish Armada and ro- 
; OPENING/ G2. 


MARIAN Rivera. 


‘Marimar’ 
wows Pinoys 
in the US 


DINGDONG DANTES STILL HAS A HANG- 
ver from their successful “Marimar” US 
tour. "Ies funny and amazing that Pinoys in 
America seem to be more into our teleserye 
than people back here,” he notes. “They 
——————— чауеей from differ- 
ent States just to see 

us.” 

Dong' supporters 
will surely come in 
full force again 
when he holds a 
thanksgiving party 
at his and GF 
Karyllés Center- 
stage, a coffee shop 

A cum KTV. He will be 

iving away 1 mil- 

Dolly Anne {ion worth of prizes 
Carvajal Christmas bells 
— — — — ше now ringing, 
Ding Dong, Ding Dong, heralding his gen- 
erosity. 


Use your Visa card to win 10 trips for 2 
.to the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 


Marimar’s jewels 

Marian Rivera aka Marimar deserves 
nothing less than top-of-the-line jewelry to 
‘wear on her top-rating teleserye. That's why 
on her supposed wedding day to Rodolfo 
San.Genis (Marvin Agustin), Marimar was 
wearing Miladay Jewels’ “Tropical Fanta- 
sy” “That particular piece of 22 South Sea 
pearls, multi-carat diamonds with 18-K 
white gold chains bundled together won [543^ 
first prize in the formal categoryat the pres- [yswater 
tigious Philippine Fine Jewelry Design 
Competition in 2006," says Christine 
Dayrit, Miladay VP for marketing. Even 
Стигна (Francheska Salcedo) and Sergio 
(Dingdong Dantes) use blings from the 
multi-awarded jewelry store. 

The two big "M's" go together well. Mari- 
mar and Miladay... Mmmm! Eye and ear/ 
neck candy. 


Birthday concert 

Being a longtime friend of Pops Fernan- 
dez, I couldn't help but get emotional when 
she cried during her silver anniversary con- 
certat the Big Dome. While her glam shots 
were being flashed on the video screens, 
memories of all we've been through togeth- 
er played in my mind. 

‘The most touching part was when she 
sang her signature song, “Dito.” Before 
singing it, she said, “This song is for a very 
special man who I wish were here. If he 
could see me now, I hope he'll be proud of 
me.” For a while everyone thought she was 
referring to Martin Nievera until pics of her 
late dad (Eddie Fernandez) were shown. 

Despite the rift Pops has with Martin, she 
‘still acknowledged the big role he played in 
her career and her life. She sang some love 
songs from their “Penthouse Live” days. 

It was so endearing when she said, Simply register a minimum 1,000 single receipt Visa purchase for a chance to win 


"These songs which Martin and I used to two roundtrip air tickets, Olympic Games tickets, hotel accommodation and transfers for 
duet with, pwede naman palang kantahin 


воен a 3D/2N stay in Beijing. You can also win limited edition Visa Olympic Games Memorabilia. 
Te only goes to daw that she's noc МН For details, text VISA to 325 for Smart and Talk "М Text, 2361 for Globe and TM, or log on Š A 
anymore towards her estranged husband. to wwwrvisasupporters.com 


“Then a voice that sounded very much like 
Martin suddenly sang along with her. Promotion nuns from Ноне 15; 2007 to January 18; 2008. Terms ad conditions apply. = WORLDWIDE 
“Natakot kayo то?” she remarked in jest. Per DTHNCR Рене Мо. S708, Series of 2007. See yer for more information. PARTNER 
“Ako din eh (laughs)!” 

It turned out to be her back-up singer. Pi- 
pay can now look back and look ahead with 
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Bollywood exec: 
1 definitely want 
to sboot bere 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Gentral Luzon 


CLARK FREEPORT—FUN+ASIA EN- 

i tertainment Studios Philippines Inc. 
toured eight Bollywood filmmakers 
and producers in Clark on Sunday to 
promote the economic zone and its 
twin center, the Subic Bay Freeport, as 
movie locations or production head- 
quarters. 

Philippine Ambassador to India Marita 
Jimenez, who accompanied the group, 
said this was the first batch of foreign film 
industry leaders to come and check out 
the Philippines. 

“Theres a second Bollywood group 
that’s coming in January. By April, we will 
have the Hollywood group,” Jimenez told 
the NQURER. 

‘Those who attended a briefing were 
representatives of the Bollywood firms 
Maverick Productions, Bohra Brothers En- 
tertainment Co., Popcorn Motion Pictures 
and Compressor Film, as well as India's 
tourism and housing security officials. 

Jimenez said the renewed interest in 
the Philippines as a “filmmaker’s haven” 
‘was а result of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's recent visit to India. 

“The California State is the 19th top 
economy in the world and the entertain- 
ment industry contributes largely to that. 
President Arroyo wants Filipinos to be 
рап ofthat industry” she said. 

Ashok Narendral Bohra of Bohra Broth- 
ers said the company was “exploring, but I 
definitely want to shoot in your country" 

“There's a wide breadth of location. 
"These add up to production value,” Com- 
pressor Film's Tomas Puig said. 


Movie setting 

In her presentation, Catherine May 
Jimenez, Fun-Asia vice president and 
chief operations officer, said that in past 
years, several Hollywood outfits had used 
the Philippines for movie settings. 

But “everything entertainment is now 
in the Philippines” through Fun+Asia, she 
said. 

This joint venture of Viva International 
Pictures, Philippine Films and Brains In- 
ternational Corp. is developing Clark and 
Subic to be “Asia's first entertainment pro- 
duction enclave with strategic freeport in- 
centives" to make it the "Hollywood of 
Asia.” 

The country’s major come-ons are its 
most competitive production cost, vast 
and versatile shooting locations, abun- 
dant local talents and entertainment 
craftsmen, hospitable English-speaking 
population, multi-industry support facili 
ties and neamess to other places in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

Doing business in Clark and Subic also 
comes with zero-taxes or tax holidays, in- 
cluding advanced basic utilities, intema- 
tional amenities and easy access through 
international airports and seaports that of- 
fer regular or charter flight services. 

‘Aside from the Expo Pilipino, the for- 
eign filmmakers visited nearby lahar land- 
scapes that Mount Pinatubo left on the 
heels of its 1991 eruptions. 
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Pure expression, not kung fu 


By The INQUIRER and INQUIRER.NET 
Entertainment Staff 


Bamboo's signature 
moves onstage? Put all 
speculations to rest. 

Rushes asked the soft-spoken, polo 
shirt- and collared tee-wearing Pinoy 
rock star about those moves that, if 
the volume were turned off while he 
made the kind of music that he did, 
‘would pass off as a martial arts rou- 
tine. 

“No, it's not [kung fu or tai chi]," 
he said, as he waited his turn on stage 
during the Inquinen’s anniversary par- 
ty on Saturday. We might add that 
this was said calmly, while he sat as 
though in a sound-proof bubble, 
oblivious to the goings-on. 

We've seen him do this more than 
once—create that bubble around him 
right before taking the mic and rock- 
ing the joint, wherever it may be. 

Last Saturday, for a steaming half 
hour, no one could tell it was the PDI 
covered car park. 


Led Zep fever 

LONDON—Led Zeppelin fans queued 
for hours Sunday to get tickets for the 
iconic band's one-off comeback gig, 
amid tight security. 

More than a million people applied 
for che tickets to Monday's gig, but 
only 20,000 lucky names were pulled 
out of a secret ballot to attend the. 
band's first show in 19 years—and, in 
theory their last. 

То avoid resale on eBay and other 
such auction outlets, the organizers 
required all those successful to per- 
sonally come to the O2 arena in 
southeast London, showing photo 
IDs to pick up their tickets. 

They were given a sealed wrist- 
band which could not be taken off 
until after the gig Monday evening 
(early yesterday in Manila). 

Frontman Robert Plant, guitarist. 
Jimmy Page and bass player John 
Paul Jones will be joined by Jason 
Bonham, the son of their late drum- 
mer John, whose booze-fueled death 
in 1980 triggered the band’s prema- 
ture demise. 

Now in their 60s, the band mem- 
bers have promised to pull out all the 
stops for the one-off show, vowing to 
play all their classics including era- 
defining hits “Stairway to Heaven" 
and "Whole Lotta Love." AFP 


E VER WONDERED ABOUT 


Top of the Talk Shows 

For those who missed last week- 

end’s show biz gabfests on TV: 
Dolphy on his son Vandolph wed- 

ding girlfriend Jenny Salimao: 
“Anak, inunahan mo ako ah.” 
*Vandolph on marrying Jenn} 
“Ako, Quizon lapitin daw ng 

babae... Kaya ako magpapakasal, ma- 

hal kona ito eh. Ayoko nang 

maghanap pa ng iba.” 


All’s well, so soon 
*Piolo Pascual hinting at a settle- 


POWER PLANT 


A 
News Pictures 


WET DANCE 
One ofthe (Reuters 


portante sa kani-kanilang buhay- 
(We didn't get that, but it sounds 
good.) 
* Vicki Belo on her family's accep- 
tance of her boyfriend, Hayden Kho: 
“Тез what we're fighting for. We're 
happy within our little shell. But 
when it's your own family, it's 
your own daughter, its 
painful.” (You bet. But 
it's been a while, hasn't it?) 
*Alfred Vargas on his split- 
up with LJ Reyes: 
“It’s painful... Pero, wala, 
we have to deal with this." 


Choices, choices 

*Donald Geisler on brother Baron, 
who remains in the Pinoy Big Brother 
house: 

“Alam ko naman na kaya niya... I 
told him, ‘Don't worry. ГИ take care of 


(3 mom. Basta... be good to your house- 


BAMBOO 
Mafalacof 


ment re the libel case he filed against 
Lolit Solis: 

"Sino ba ang may gusto ng kaaway. 
Sino ba ang gustong mapunta sa ko- 
rte?" (Sino ba ang nagdemanda?) 

"Lolit on her willingness to settle: 

"Willing na willing ako na 
makipagbati dahil nakapag-apologize 
naman ako. Talagang sinabi kona, 
‘Tm sorry.” (Got that—she's good for 
it) 


Acceptances virtue 

*Sharon Cuneta on teaming up 
once more with ex-husband Gabby 
Concepcion: 

“If ako lang at siya lang, I guess 
wala kaming problema. [But] I don't* 
think I'd have the heart to put my 
husband and children through that. 
Kasi... paglalaruan pa rin kami ni 
Gabby. Ang masasaktan hindi kami, 
‘yung kanya-kanyang mga taong im- 
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one of dance 
company Sasha 
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the Year 2007 is this 


Waltz & Guests of 
Germany rehearsing 
for their show “Dido 


and Aeneas” at the 


Belem Cultural 


Centre in Lisbon in 


March. 


WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


mates.” 
hn Lloyd Cruz on KC Concep- 
cion's remark that she'd like him as а 
leading man: 
“Sino'ng hihindi sa isang KC Con- 
cepcion? Parang lahat in one pack- 
age—ganda, talento... Sino naman 
ako para tumanggi?” 
*Dennis Trillo on visiting son 
Calex: 
“Siyempre gusto kong ma-ex- 
perience din ng parents [ko] 
na makita nila ang apo nila.” 
Dennis claiming to have 
silently brokered peace 
between Carlene Aguilar 
and Cristine Reyes: 
"Nakausap ko ang both 
parties. Pero hindi ko naisip 
па ganoon ka-soon... 
magkaka-ayos sila. Sobrang 
thankful din ako па nagka- 
sundo sila. Nagka-ayos silang 
dalawa dahil pinagdadasal ko 
talaga un." (Ligtas na si Den- 
nissa gulo.) 
*Dennis promising to stay 
single: 
“At para wala nang gulo.. 
kailangan kong huwag munang ma- 
identify sa kahit kanino.” (Sige nga.) 
*Dennis Christmas wish? 
"Sana makasama ko 
anak ko sa Christmas 
kahit sandali." (How does 
that song go? “It's your. 
turn toct 
*Carlene’s message to 
Dennis: 
“Ayusin туа ang sarili 
niya. Huwag siyang mag- 
bitaw ng salita na hindi niya 
kayang panindigan. Yung 
sinasabi niyang single muna, 
let’s wait and see. Sana 
galingan niya ang pagtago.” 
(Go, girl.) 


Not personal 

"Sen. Bong Revilla on his 
spat with Optical Media 
Board chief Edu Manzano: 

“Hindi naman dapat maging ® 
personalan. Pinag-uusapan 
natin dito is piracy for the good of the 
whole industry. 125 a matter of mis- 
communication. Iam here to help, 
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hindi para manggulo. Tm here to sup- 
port him. I'm here to help the indus- 
чу. Matapang siya, matapang rin 
ako." (Oh, it was going so 
well—what happened?) 
*Edu's reaction: 
“Tama naman si Mr. Revilla 
diyan, matapang ako lalo 
na kung nasa panig ako 
ng katotohanan. Alam 
poni Mr. Revilla na totoo 
po ang sinasabi ko.” (Uy, 
bati na sila.) 

“Sana alisin na po natin 
ang kaibi-kaibigan, kumpa- 

kumpare, kama-kamag-anak. 
Kasi ang pinag-uusapan dito buhay ng 
tao. Hindi ganoon ka-simple na, Pare, 
pasensiya na, tulong tulong na tayo.” 
Hindi po eh. Damage has been done. 
Ang nagiging problema po natin, lalo 
na ngayong lumalakas or na-embold- 
en tuloy yung mga kalaban na mag- 
resistand ngayon, you are putting 
the lives nung aming mga tao at risk. 
And to think sa OMB, hindi po lalaki 
lang yan. May mga babae din kami.” 
(Ау, di pa pala.) 

"Edu on Bong's criticism of his 
performance as OMB chief: 

“Atthis point in time, not only have 
you hurt me, you hurt my family. 
How can I forgive you? Hindi porke. 
nag-sorry, okey na eh. Wala akong 
milyon-milyong budget sa Senado. 
Wala akong dalawampung body- 
guards. Ako po ay naglalakad, alam 
pong lahat, na mag-isa. Mga kaibi- 
gan, ang dala ko lang yung iniwan sa 
akin ng aking ama, prinsipyo.” (Ang 
layo pa palang magkabati.) 

*Bong on his “below-average” rat- 
ing of Edu's performance: 

“Yung tinanong sa akin doon sa 
Senado, 'yun ay base sa operations on 
that day. It was below average on that 
day” 

*Edu's reaction: 

“Nagulat po ako... parang daily ‘ata 
ang pagre-rate sa akin. Mahirap kasi 
hindi ko siya nakakausap eh.” (Ang 
layo-layo talaga.) 


HES, 


(Thanks to Startalk, The Buzz, Show- 
biz Central and Entertainment Live.) 


"TOs ICONS (from left) Jimmy Page, 
Robert Plant and John Paul Jones as 
they appear on the cover of Rolling 
Stone magazine's latest issue. 


From page б! 


mancing a swashbuckler (Owen). Wil 
Lawrence of Empire mag says that it “will be- 
guile and repel in equal measure.” Lisa 
‘Schwarzbaum of Entertainment Weekly thinks 
its “prematurely 
old, square and 
cautious” Ruthe 
Stein of San Fran- 
cisco Chronic dif- 


"1970s exploitation flicks” features beauties 
harassed by an insane stuntman (Russell). 
‘Todd McCarthy of Variety relates that “its mer- 
its reside as much in its dialogue as in the kick- 
ass action.” Demetrios Matheou of The Inde- 
pendent states that it’s “cool, sexy, scary and 
shockingly violent” Matthew Turner of The 
View London calls it “a trashy ... treat.” 


Tatlong Araw ng Kadiliman 

Stars Katya Santos, Gwen Garci, Precious 
5 Adona, Bugz Daigo 

00 Ч Directed by Khavn de la Cruz 
Three girls are trapped in their house as the 
end of the world draws neat They each try to 
fend off the demons that are knocking on the 
door. According to press notes, director De la 
Cruz “drew on the Book of Revelation” as inspi- 
ration. The flick’s trailer was rated X by the 
Censors because of the torrid, same-sex Kissing 
ып Scene between Santos and Garci, says De la 
Cruz. Exclusively in Robinsons Galleria Ortigas, 


Elliot, Tom Coker 
Ршропейу from 
the same producers as 
the hit “Saw” this 
thriller follows sisters 
(Sossamon and Moore) who encounter all 
sorts of horrors in the underground graves of 
Paris, AnthroFred of Slasherpool.com rants: Its 
paced" Michael Scrutchin of Flipside 
Movie Emporium concurs: “It never achieves 
the level of nasty fun it aspires to." Focused Dis- 
tortion reviewer complains: “I never really 
cared for anyone init.” 


WONG KIU SUEN 
MARY MARGARET S, JOSON 


МА. TERESA BALDONADO 
MARCELINO J. MENDOZA 


Directed by Quentin Tarantino 
One half of the “Grindhouse” double 
(with Robert Rodriguez), this homage to 
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‘Marimar Wows fans’ ... soreer 


abig smile, knowing 
she didn't just pop 
in and out of the 
scene. The Concert 
Queen has a throne 
all her own. 

Happy Divali- 
cious Birthday, girl. 
My message in your 
souvenir program 
sums it all up for 
me. 


Movie promo 
I asked Valerie 
Concepcion for her 


From page G4 
honor to Amy Ryan 
for two films: “Gone 
Baby Gone,” in which 
she plays a neglectful 
mother whose young 
daughter has been 
abducted, and "Be- 
fore the Devil Knows 
Youre Dead” in 
which she co-stars as 
the sharp-tongued ex- 
wife of a man who 
sets out to rob his par- 
cents jewelry business. 

‘Tamara Jenkins re- 
ceived the Screenplay 
prize for “The Sav- 
ages,” about an es- 
tranged brother and 
sister forced to care 
for their ailing father. 

“There Will Be 
Blood,” director An- 
demon, star Day- 
Lewis, cinematogra- 
pher Robert Elswit 
and composer Jonny 
Greenwood of Radio- 
head also were the 
top picks Sunday by 
the New York Film 
Critics Online. AP 
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final say оп talks 
thatJinky Pacquiao 
is fuming mad at her 
because of her tor- 
ri kissing scene 
with Pacman. "Tm 
so drained with the 
issue,” she says. “I 
promised myself not 
to comment any- 
more." 

After Manny Pac- 
quiao was linked to 
Ara Mina, now its Va- 
leriés tum. From 
‘whatever angle I look 
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at it, it seems like а 
publicity sunt for 
their movie. Thats 
‘what I call "Ads" dis- 
guised as Intrigues Ad 
Infinitum! 


Cool show 

Catch the coolest 
youth-oriented 
Show ever to hit 
your screens, "Rush 
TV.Aün ' Hol" 
Monday to Satur- 
day, 67:30 p.m. оп 
Studio 23. They 


have student-combo 
spiels where stu- 
dents get their 15 
minutes of fame. 
Among the seg- 
ments: "School is 
Cool," where celebs 
are interviewed by 
Mico Aytona about 
their college days; 
"SayS," where Say 
Alonzo surveys the 
top 5 of everything 
around the Metro; 
and “First Pick,” 
where Dino Imperi- 


PHILIPEINY 


ENTER 


al lets you in on the 
latest gizmos and 
gadgets. 

See why there’s а 
kind of hush about 
“Rush СТУ)” all over 
the campuses. 


Christmas tilts 
Join Sta. Lucia 
East Grand Malls 
"Sayaw Pasko Inter- 
School Dance” com- 
petition. Registra- 
ion is until Dec. 12. 
Finals is on Dec. 14. 
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“IN THE TRADITION OF THE LORD OF THE RINGS AND HARRY POTTER, 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS TAKES ITS PLACE AMONGST 
THE GREAT FANTASY FILMS OF ALL TIME.” - Ben Lyons/ E! 
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Its’ Christmas Toy on Dec. 22, while 681-5401 to 19 loc. E-mail watering- 
live Mannequin the Christmas Kids 118. Sta. Lucia will _holeshangrila@ya- 
Contest is from Dec. CrazeisonDec.25. play Santa Claus to hoo.com. 

17 to 21, with finals For details, call the winners! 
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"ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF 2007 
A PITCH-PERFECT CRIME THRILLER.” 
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Glorietta 4 cinemas only. 
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LA critics pick oil-boom epic as Best Film 


E 
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LOS ANGELES—THE OIL-BOOM EPIC 
“There Will Be Blood" was chosen as 20075 
Best Film by the Los Angeles Film Critics As- 
sociation, one of the first key groups to 
weigh in during the long buildup to the 
Academy Awards. 

Based on the novel "Oil!" by Upton Sinclair, 
the film received three other honors: Best Actor 
for Daniel Day-Lewis as a California petroleum 
‘baron who clashes with his son and a local 
preacher in the early 1900s; Best Director for 
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Paul Thomas Anderson; and Production Design 
for Jack Fisk. 

The Best Actress prize went to Marion Cotil- 
lard as singer Edith Piaf in the French film “La 
Vie En Rose.” 

The Los Angeles group's picks and upcoming 
choices from the New York Film Critics Circle 
precede Thursday's nominations for the Gold- 
en Globes, Hollywood's second-biggest film 
honors, after the Oscars. 

Globe nominations and critics prizes can 


boost Oscar prospects, particularly for lesser- 
known films and performances. The Oscar 
awards ceremony is scheduled on Feb. 24. 

^4 Months, 3 Weeks & 2 Days," which won 
the top honor at the recent Cannes Film Festi- 
val, was named Best Foreign-Language fiim by 
the Los Angeles critics and earned the Support- 
ing Actor honor for Vlad Ivanov as a menacing 
abortion provider. 

The critics gave their Supporting Actress 
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DANIEL Day-Lewis is 
a California 
petroleum baron 
who clashes with his 
iere Will Be 
Blood," which the 
Los Angeles Film. 
Critics Association. 
voted as Best Film of 
2007; Lewis himself. 
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GOOD WORK, says US envoy Kristie 
Kenney, at the annual benefit of the 
Children's Hour, which appeals to 
individuals and companies to donate an 
hour of their earnings to fund learning 
projects for poor kids. (Story on Page A2) 


CHRISTMAS BONUS 


1.4-M gov’t workers 


Thursday, December 13, 2007 


shun nationwide 


to get P10,000 each 


By Christine О, Avendaño 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo yesterday gave the govern- 
men's 1.4 million workers a 
Christmas bonus of P10,000, 
citing a “robust economy” and 
savings in operations. 

They will get the money not 
later than Dec. 17, said Budget 
Secretary Rolando Andaya. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye said that those entitled to the 
windfall were workers em- 
ployed by national government 
agencies, corporations and fi- 
nancial institutions, as well as 
others who have rendered at 


the 


would 


The 


Last 
ment 


By Abigail L. Ho 
and Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 


A CONSORTIUM BACKED BY 
a powerful businessman close 
to President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo yesterday won the right 
to operate the strategic na- 
tional power transmission 
grid with a $3.95-billion bid 
in a controversial auction de- 
nounced as a “lutong macao,” 
oracharade. 

Opposition senators said they would 
seek а Supreme Court injunction to 
stop the awarding of the assets of Na- 
tional Transmission Corp. (Transco) to 
Monte Oro Grid Resources that counts 
among its partners Enrique Razon, 
treasurer of the administration Team 
Unity in the May senatorial elections. 

The sale of Transco assets has been 
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Filipino UN worker 
killed in al-Qaida 
attack in Algiers 


AFILIPINO WOMAN STAFFER OF 
the United Nations World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) was among those 
killed in a car bomb attack in Algiers 
on Tuesday, the Department of For- 
eign Affairs (DFA) said last night. 
Claro Cristobal, DFA assistant 
‘secretary and spokesperson, said 
the WFP announced the death of 
Gene Luna, 48 years old, who Joined 
the WFP in Afghanistan as finance 
FIUPINO/ A4 


3 ex-DAR chiefs 
back Sumilao 
farmers’ claim 


By Jerome Aning 


NOW THERE ARE THREE FORMER 
agrarian reform secretaries backing 
the farmers who marched for two 
months from Sumilao, Bukidnon, to 
Manila to press the government to stop. 
the conversion into a hog farm of the 
144-hectare land they are claiming. 
3EXDAR/ A4 
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least four months of service. 
Employees with less than 
four months service will get a 
bonus on a prorated basis. 
Andaya told reporters that 
national 
through the Department of 
Budget 


each employee and that this y 
would total around P7 billion. 


be shouldered by concerned 
agencies through their savings, 
Andaya said. 


government 


and Management 
shell out P7,000 for 


» 


remaining P3,000 will 


year, he said the govern- 
gave out a Christmas 
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RECORD-BREAKER Fil-Am James Walsh jubilates after getti 
Games mascot during the swimming competition awarding ceremonies on Wednesday. Walsh's winning 
time of 2:00.05 in the 200-meter butterfly smashed the six-year meet mark and contributed to the 
Filipino swimmers’ 8-gold haul. (More SEAG stories on Pages А? 1-26) 
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Big transport groups 89-year-old Luneta Hotel now 
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NOTHING TO SNEEZE AT: At one point during the Human Rights Day observance at the Palace, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
appears to be nursing a cold and a beaming Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita seems not to have a care in the world. Ms 
‘Arroyo once again pledges to address the extrajudicial and unsolved killings of political activists and journalists that have 


smeared her human rights record. 


EDWIN BACASHAS 


GMA now takes UN report on killings 
seriously; vows zero political violence 


By Christine О. Avendaño 
and Leila B. Salaverria 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
yesterday promised that her adminis- 
tration would strive for a Philippines 
with “zero political violence,” and 
work with Congress for new laws that 
would protect rights abuse victims, in- 


cluding a law against torture. 

Speaking at the Human Rights Day 
celebration in Malacafiang, Ms Arroyo. 
said her administration was taking se- 
riously the report of United Nations 
Special Rapporteur Philip Alston on 
the extrajudicial killings of journalists 
and political activists, which it had 
largely attributed to the military. 


She lamented the Philippines’ histo- 
ту of political violence from both the 
Right and the Left, and said she hoped 
to end this problem. 

"No one should die for their political 
beliefs,” the President said in a speech 
before members of her Cabinet, the 
Senate and the House, the judiciary 
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Peso rises to 41.31:$1; defies 
being restored to its prewar glory regional currency downtrend due 
metro/Aig to US Fed’s rate cut 


Bush loses close run 
for ‘Foot in Mouth’ 


LONDON—FORMER (MAS Ray, 
England socoermanag- | 2250647, 
er Steve McClaren 

fought off tough com- 


petition from US Presi- 


RAFFY LERMA 
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dent George W. 

Bushtowina 

dreaded “Footin 
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Saguisag 
girl falls, lifts 
RP spirit 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA, 
Thailand—She's an athlete 
before anything else, but a 
nagging knee injury got in 
the way. 

Gymnast Caissa Saguis- 
аў valiant effort to compete 
at the 24th Southeast Asian 
Games despite a family 
tragedy has become a source 

f| of inspiration to many of her 
fellow athletes who are still 
scrambling for the gold. 
Caissa, the 16-year-old 

youngest child of Rene and Dulce 

Saguisag, vied on the balance 


beam on Monday but was even- 


SAGUISAG AB 


Ermita says 
Christmas 
ceasefire 
uninterrupted 


istine O. Avendaño 
and Nikko Dizon 


THE GOVERNMENT WILL DECLARE 
an “uninterrupted” suspension of of- 
fensive military operations (Somo) 
against the communist New People's 
Army for the Yuletide Season, Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita said 
yesterday. 

Ermita saiä the Somo against the 
NPA would be declared before Christ- 
mas Day. 

“But as to the details on when (it will 
be enforced) and how long, I don't 
know yet,” Ermita told reporters at his 
weekly news briefing. 

‘The Somo was recommended by De- 
fense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro and 
the Armed Forces. 

ERMITAL AB. 


Palace slams 
survey on 
corruption 


By Christine O. Avendafio, 
Kate Pedroso and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY QUES- 
tioned the credibility of the survey 
which found that 42 percent of the re- 
spondents considered President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo the "most corrupt" lead- 
er in Philippine history, pointing out 
that it was paid for by her enemies. 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
said he learned that the Pulse Asia sur- 
vey was commissioned by “a few peo- 
ple ... not necessarily friendly to our 
President,” 
“There is such a thing as determin- 
PALACE AG 


Ex-Peru president sentenced to 6 years for abuse of authority 


LIMA, PERU—A SUPREME COURT 
judge on Tuesday convicted former 
President Alberto Fujimori of abuse of 
authority and sentenced him to six 
years in prison—the first criminal con- 
Viction for the ousted Peruvian leader 
who also faces human rights and cor- 


ruption charges. 

Justice Pedro Guillermo Urbina de- 
clared Fujimori guilty of abusing his 
power for ordering an illegal search as 
his government imploded in scandal 
seven years ago. He also fined Fujimori 
the equivalent of US$134,900. 


Fujimori was convicted of having a 
military aide pose as a prosecutor and 
search without a warrant the luxury 
apartment of the wife of his spy chief 
Vladimiro Montesinos in November 
2000. 

It was the first prison sentence hand- 


ed down for Fujimori, 69, who ruled 
Peru from 1990 to 2000, before fleeing, 
to Japan, his ancestral homeland, as 
his government collapsed, He faces 
three other trials on charges that in- 
clude extrajudicial killings of leftists. 
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Big transport groups 
shun nationwide strike 


By Riza T. Olchondra and Alcuin Papa 


THE THREE MILLION OR SO COMMUTERS IN METRO 
Manila can heave a sigh of relief as leaders of major trans- 
port groups indicated they will not be joining a transport 
strike today led by the militant Pinag-kaisang Samahan ng 
Tsuper at Operators Nationwide (Piston). 


“It is their right to go on strike, but 
we believe we should sort out our 
problems on the table instead of on 
the streets, since it is the minimum. 
wage earners and students who are 
affected by strikes, not the oil compa- 
nies,” said Orlando Marquez Sr., na- 
tional president of Philippine Jeepney 
Operators and Drivers Alliance Foun- 
dation Inc. and Makati Jeepney Oper- 
ator and Driver's Alliance. 

Marquez and other transport lead- 
ers met in a dialogue with Energy 
Secretary Angelo Reyes late Tuesday 
during which they said they would 


notbe joining the strike. 

Just the same, the Metro Manila De- 
velopment Authority (MMDA) and the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) has pre- 
pared 10 buses to give free rides if the 
need arises, MMDA General Manager 
Robert Nacianceno said. 


Strike monitoring 

"We will start monitoring early in the 
morning. The impact of the strike should 
be minimal since all other major trans- 
port groups have said they will not join 
the strike. As long as PISTON does not 
try to force drivers of other groups to 


Emak pc peviespiuccon p 


Join, I don’t think there will be prob- 
Jems,” Nacianceno said. 

Only the major thoroughfares like Ed- 
sa, Roxas Blvd., Taft Ave., and Rizal Ave. 
are expected to be affected by the strike 
since other groups are not joining, said 
Senior Supt. Antonio Gumiran of the 
Philippine National Police's directorate 
for operations. 

‘About 20 additional PNP personnel 
will be deployed in these thoroughfares 
to monitor the strike and maintain order, 
hesaid. 

The Light Rail Transport (LRT) and 
Metro Rail Transport (MRT) manage- 
ment said it will be business as usual 
for the metro train systems 

The Department of Education an- 
nounced that there will be regular 
classes in public elementary and sec- 
ondary schools today, in spite of the 
planned transport strike. 


They'd rather talk 


US envoy lauds Children’s Hour, backers 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


BUSINESS PEOPLE MAKE GOOD 
business partners when they know 
how to give back to the community. 

United States Ambassador Kristie 
Kenney yesterday stressed this point 
as she commended Filipino business- 
men for the great work they have 
been doing in the nine years of the 
Children's Hour. 

"What makes you great business 
partners is when you make sure that 
‘our youngest citizens have the oppor- 


tunity to succeed," Kenney said at the 
P1,000 per plate annual benefit lunch 
ofthe Children's Hour. 

Kenney, a known advocate of chil- 
dren’s rights and welfare, was invited 
to keynote the yearly event to raise 
funds for the Children's Hour pro- 
jects. 

‘She commended the Makati Business 
Club for its numerous efforts in corpo- 
Tate social responsibility, particularly its 
active participation and contributions to 
the Children's Hour 

“You should take pride in being at 
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the forefront of pending great eco- 
nomic growth, especially with recent 
resurgence in international invest- 
ments,” Kenney said. 

Ramon del Rosario of the MBC of 
trustees appealed to fellow business 
men to think of children like Marianet 
Amper, the 11-year-old girl of Cebu 
City who died an apparent suicide. 

“We should always keep in mind 
that we are raising funds for projects 
for children like Marianet," said Del 
Rosario, chair of the MBC board of 
trustees. 
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While government agencies were 
finalizing contingency measures, 
transport leaders told Reyes they pre- 
ferred to continue talks with govern- 
ment to bring down fuel costs, curb 
extortion and illegal operators, and 
finalize the single-ticketing system 
for traffic violations. 

The group included Zeny Maranan 
of thé Federation of Jeepney Opera- 
tors and Drivers Association of the 
Philippines (Fejodap), Rolando Mar- 
quez of Makati Jeepney Operators and 
Drivers Association (MJODA), Obet 
Martin of PASANG MASDA, Boy Var- 
gas of the Alliance of Land Transporta- 
tion Operators and Drivers Associa- 
tion of the Philippines (Altodap), Atty. 
Vigor Mendoza II of the Isang United 
Transport Koalisyon (1UTAK), Efren 
De Luna of Alliance of Concerned 
‘Transport Organization (Acto) and 
Manuel Duran of the Mindanao-based 
group called Transporter. 
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Trillanes told: 
Not so fast 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


DETAINED SEN. ANTONIO TRILLANES 
IV should not have expected to get his 
“pork barrel” ahead of other senators. 

А number of senators, induding an ad- 
ministration ally yesterday declared they 
have not received their Priority Develop- 
ment Assistance Fund (PDAF), popularly 
called ‘pork barrel forthe last three years. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr, Senators Rodolfo Biazon, 
Jamby Madrigal and Richard Gordon 
said Malacañang has not released their 
pork barrel allocations since 2005. 

"If ics there, its there. For the record we 
have not received any since 2004,” said 
Gordon, an administration ally. 

‘The issue of pork barrel came up at 
the plenary floor yesterday after oppo- 
sition Sen. Panfilo Lacson asked 
whether Malacafiang had the right to 
refuse Trillanes’ request for the release 
of P100 million in pork barrel funds. 

Each senator is entitled to a P200 
million pork barrel fund while con- 
gressmen are entitled to P70 million. 

‘Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, anoth- 
ег administration ally said Malacafiang 
could not refuse but merely “delay” the re- 
lease of the legislators’ pork barrel, 

Senate President Manuel Villar 
promised to take up the matter with 
Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya. 

But Andaya said the least he could do 
for Trillanes was to forward the latter re- 
ques: for allocations for his pet project to 
the concemed agencies. 

Pork barrel is part of the programmed 
funds in the national budget. 

Legislators could identify pet prc 
jects in various departments, usually in 
the departments of public works, edu- 
cation and health.. With reports from 
Christine O. Avendafio and Kristine L. 
Alave 
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Erap bats 
for United 
opposition 
in 2010 


OUSTED PRESI- 
dent Joseph Estra-; 
da, recently par- { 
doned by President $ 
Macapagal-Arroyo $ 
for the crime ofi 
plunder, said yester- § 
day he was confi-3 
dent that an opposi- * 
candidate { 
would be elected 3 
President in 
2010 elections. 
With 


fore presidential elec- 
tions, Estrada said he 
was working on unit 
ing the opposition. 
Based on the 
names being floated 
by the administra- 3 
tion, Estrada said $ 
the ruling party's 3 
chances of retaining 3 
the presidency ap- 3 
peared “veryslim.” 3 
However, Estrada 3 
conceded that there 4 
were factions in the 4 
opposition bloc that $ 
could hamper their 3 
strategy of having $ 
one solid team ing 
2010. i 
Estrada, who still 
commands a signifi- § 
cant following 4 
among voter, rej 
fused to give names? 
of possible opposi- 4 
tion candidates for $ 
the presidency He 
said he would leave 3 
it to the surveys to 3 
reveal who the top 3 
five candidates $ 
would be. El 
R { We will пу our 
= 3 
МАТУ best to have one 
candidate," анода d 
said in an interview 4 
on Tuesday. El 
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Oakwood deal * 


By Nikko Dizon 


MILITARY CHIEF GEN. HERMO- 
genes Esperon Jr. claimed that negoti- 
ations to end the July 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny between the government and 
the Magdalo junior officers who led 
the rebellion were “made under 
duress,” raising the question whether 
the terms of agreement were binding 
ornot. 

"You probably only heard now 
somebody saying everything was un- 
der duress, The aim there was simply 
to end the siege of Oakwood,” Esper- 
on told reporters Wednesday night. 

‘Asked if there was deception on the 
part of the government, Esperon 
replied: “Is that deception? Is that de- 
ception?” 

Esperon confirmed the testimony of 
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under duress’ 


Army Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim at the Mag- 
dalo trial last Tuesday that he (Esperon) 
was opposed to the agreement that the 
renegade officers would only be repri- 
manded. 

Lim, who was then part of the gov- 
ernment negotiating panel, testified 
that he was enumerating the terms of 
the rebel soldiers in a meeting in 
Malacafiang when Esperon cut him off 
to say, "They brought high-powered 
firearms and they will only be repri- 
manded? 

Lim then told Esperon: "The agree- 
ment was already done." 

Esperon confirmed what he said. "Why 
only admonish them when they had 
arms. In other words, he (Lim) was for 
giving them lighter punishments but I 
wanted the full force of the law to be ap- 
plied,” Esperon said. 
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5 civilians sought in Pen probe 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION AND 
Detection Group (CIDG) said yesterday 
it has invited five high-profile civilians to 
shed light on their participation in the 
Manila Peninsula айай: 

CIDG chief Director Edgardo 
Doromal identified the five as civil 
society leaders Linda Montayre and 
Jose “Linggoy” Alcuaz; lawyer, Lor- 
na Kapunan, Novaliches Bishop An- 
tonio Tobias, and former Makati 
City police chief Abner Afuang. 

Doromal told reporters yesterday 
that film clips from TV networks 
showed the five “either in the pack 
of people at the Manila Peninsula or 
on the street march in Makati City 
from the courtroom to the hotel.” 

Doromal also said only RPN-9 TV 
network has complied with a sub- 
poena sent to them by the CIDG to 


submit their raw footage of the 
Manila Peninsula incident. 

He said ABS-CBN merely authenti- 
cated footage obtained by the CIDG as 
those shot by their cameramen. Still to 
submit their footage are GMA-7, ABC- 
5, NBN-4, UNTV IBC-13 and Net 25. 

Meanwhile, Makati City Mayor Je- 
jomar Binay wrote to Southern Police 
District Senior Supt. Jaime Calungsod 
and expressed alarm over reports that. 
police investigators were apparently 
going out of their way to link him to 
the Nov 29 failed revolt. 

He said he has received informa- 
tion that the SPD has been trying to 
extract admissions from Makati po- 
lice officers that the mayor ordered. 
them to give to the Trillanes group 
as they marched toward the hotel. 

Binay, who sent a copy of his letter 
to Philippine National Police chief 
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Avelino Razon, raised his suspicion 
that it was part of another effort to sus- 
pend him based on the charge that he 
had advance knowledge of Trillanes 
plan and had supported the failed at- 
tempt to ignite a people power revolt. 

Calungsod, the SPD's deputy dis- 
trict director for administration, is 
the head of the team tasked to in- 
vestigate the Makati police over its 
failure to stop Trillanes’ group from 
proceeding to the Peninsula. 

Binay, head of the United Opposi- 
tion, said the local police were 
caught unaware by Trillanes’ move. 

He said Calungsod should shift 
the focus of his investigation to 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff Hermo- 
genes Esperon for admitting that he 
had received a military intelligence 
report that “something would hap- 
pen on the 29th or 30th.” 
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3 ex-DAR chiefs back Sumilao farmers’ claim Filipino ОМ... 


From page Al 


Ina press conference yesterday at 
the farmers’ makeshift tent in front of 
the Department of Agrarian Reform 
central office in Quezon City, ex-Sec- 
retaries Ernesto Garilao, Florencio 
“Butch” Abad and Jose Mari Ponce 
called on the incumbent, Nasser Pan- 
gandaman, to listen to the farmers, 
act in accordance with the law, and 
revoke the conversion order to pre- 
pare for the redistribution of the con- 
tested property. 

Former Undersecretaries Gerry Bu- 
latao and Hector Soliman, former As- 
sistant Secretary Cliff Burkeley, former 
Legal Affairs Director Joy Casis and 
former DAR-Region 10 Director Charl- 
ito Manlupig added their voices to the 
call of Garilao, Abad and Ponce. 

Abad actually expressed support 
forthe farmers as early as Saturday. 

“We call upon our colleagues in the 
[DAR] to uphold the letter and spirit 
of the rules on conversion, and in the 
process strengthen the institution and 
increase its legitimacy.” the group said 
ina joint statement read by Garilao. 

Also present to express support were 
former Bukidnon Rep. Nereus Acosta, 
who translated the joint statement into. 
Cebuano for the farmers benefit 

Abad's wife, former Batanes Rep. 
Dina Abad, and Edmundo Garcia, a 
member o, the 1986 Constitutional 
Commiss, and a major author of 
the social "icc provisions of the 
1987 Charter, vere present as well. 

The group also called for the imme- 
diate issuance of a cease-and-desist 
order, saying it would 
parties the proper environment to 
seek constructive solutions to this 
knotty problem in Sumilao.” 
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Tt was Garilao who, in 1994, denied 
the application of original owner Nor- 
berto Quisumbing for the conversion of 
the land from agricultural to agro-in- 
dustrial use. Quisumbing subsequently 
appealed to Malacafiang, which ap- 
proved his development plan in 1996, 

Bulatao had worked under Garilao 
and Abad, Soliman under Abad, and 
Burkeley, Manlupig and Casis under 
Garilao. 

Only Ponce, who held the agrarian 
reform portfolio in 2004, is still with 
the government, being the current 
chief executive officer of the Cagayan 
Special Economic Zone and Freeport. 


No pressure 

In a interview later at his office, 
Pangandaman said he “was not pres- 
sured at all” by his predecessors’ ex- 
pression of support for the farmers. 

He said he would rule on the case 
“based on merits” and at the “soon- 
est” possible time. 

He welcomed the groups call for the 
contending parties to explore "alterna- 
tive modes of resolving the conflict” to 
ensure “a win-win solution to the case.” 

Pangandaman said the contending 
parties could resort to “alternative 
dispute resolution" (ADR), the me- 
chanics of which were laid down last 
year in Executive Order No. 523. 

However, he said, his office could 
not initiate ADR because of the pend- 
ing case. 

‘The farmers maintain that the new 
land owner, San Miguel Foods Inc. 
(SMED, failed to undertake the con- 
Version of the property into an 
agribusiness park, as Quisumbing 
had originally promised. 

Quisumbing sold the property to 
ЭМЕТ in 2002, two years before the 


end of the five-year conversion period 
stipulated by DAR. 


Based on DAR rules 

The former agrarian reform execu- 
tives said the case for the immediate 
revocation of the conversion order 
was based “very clearly” on DAR rules, 

‘They said a conversion order was is- 
sued to an applicant as an exception to 
the general rule that agricultural land 
should be covered by agrarian reform. 

"[T]herefore, if the specifics of the 
conversion order are not complied with 
within the time frame of five years, the 
property reverts back to the coverage 
of agrarian reform. It is also very clear 
that noncompliance with the strict 
rules on conversion requires its imme- 
diate revocation and distribution to the 
farmer-beneficiaries,” they said. 

Said Edmundo Garcia: "LThe farm- 
ers’ long march] is not a request for a 
Christmas gift but a struggle for jus- 
tice. And I think this is important for 
our people to recognize and remem- 
ber—that the struggle for justice re- 
quires a marathon mentality. I would 
like to thank [the farmers] because 
[they] gave usa lesson." 

Abad said the Sumilao case had be- 
come a symbol of the desperation of 
landless farmers. 

He said the manner in which the gov- 
emment would deal with the case could 
help give meaning to the amnesty being 
offered to communist rebels, many of 
whom were landless farmers frustrated 
by the agrarian reform program. 

The former DAR officials said SM- 
FI, a subsidiary of food and beverage 
giant San Miguel Corp., could not 
have acted in good faith when it 
bought the land: 

"SMETs argument that [it] bought the 


property in good faith contradicts the 
claims of its owner that they do good 
business and good corporate citizenship. 
They should know that they bought an 
agricultural land conditioned upon the 
compliance with the conversion order 
granted to its previous owner.” 

They said SMFI should likewise 
have known that a hog farm was 
“very inconsistent” with the conver- 
sion plan promised by Quisumbing. 


Original plan 

The original plan included a devel- 
opment academy, a cultural center, an 
institute for livelihood science, a mu- 
seum, a library, а golf course, a sports 
development complex, an agro-in- 
dustrial park, forest development and. 
support facilities, а 360-room hotel, a 
restaurant and housing projects. 

None of the planned projects was 
implemented, according to the farm- 
ers. Instead, Quisumbing had the 
land registered under another title 
and sold it to SMFI, they said. 

'SMFT's contention is that the five- 
year period started only in 2002, when 
development permits were issued. 

Pangandaman said this was provi 
ed for by DAR Administrative Order 
No. 1 series of 1989. 

Speaking in behalf of the farmers, 
Napoleon Merida Jr. chair of the San 
Vicente Landless Farmers Associa- 
tion, expressed gratitude for the sup- 
port of the former DAR officials. 

He said they could not understand 
why the government could not make 
a decision on “the land that was 
awarded to us 12 years ago.” 

He added that walking 1,700 km 
for two months was "only physically 
tiring, but waiting for Pangandaman's 
action is emotionally tiring.” 
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2. An incandescent bulb generates тогё heat than light from alrrost. 
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3. An Icandescent bulb may be сһеарёг. However, using CFL is, } 


more economical in the long run for the following reasons: 


a) In terms of usage, a CFL lamp lasts five to ten times moré 


than an incandescent bulb, 


b). Electricity consumed by a CFL lamp produces light rather: 


than heat. 


4, Always clean fluorescent tubes, Accumulated dust tend to reduce 
generated lights up to 50%, y 
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officer five years ago. 

“Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo ex- 
presses the governments sorrow over Luna's 
death and its solidarity with the internation- 
al community in condemning the senseless 
act of terror in Algiers," Cristobal said. 

“DFA will be coordinating closely with 
WEP оп the repatriation of Luna's remains 
and in helping her family cope with this 
Lr t 

In Rome, WFP Executive Director Josette 
Sheeran expressed condolences to the fami- 
ly of Luna, who died when the third floor of 
the UN building housing the WFP offices 
was completely destroyed by a car bomb. 
(See related stories on Pages A9 and A19.) 

Luna had only been in the city a week, 
the WFP said Wednesday, adding that many 
more of its staff could have died. 

‘The UN agency said another staffer, Lyn- 
da Matougui, was pulled alive from the 
rubble and would be evacuated for medical 
treatment Wednesday. 

Tt said the death toll could have been 
much higher, as most of the WFP staff were 
out of the office on a training course at the 
time of the explosion. 

Luna joined the program as a finance of- 
ficer in Afghanistan and was transferred to 
Algiers only last week, the WFP said. 

“We have losta dedicated member of our WFP 
family as well as many others who served to help. 
those in need,” Sheeran said in а statement. 

“I am outraged and saddened at this 
senseless act of violence against those help- 
ing the world's most vulnerable." 

The WFP said 36 of its humanitarian 
workers had been killed, injured or de- 
tained so far this year. 

The government said 26 people were 
killed and 177 wounded by Tuesdays 
bombs. Hospital sources contacted by AFP. 
gave atoll of 62 dead and about 100 injured. 
The UN has said at least 11 of its staff died in 

AFP and Cynthia D. Balana 
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Palace takes up Roxas № — — —— 
proposal on peso loans | CHRISTMAS REGALO PROMO 
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Roxas reported that the President gave 
the order during the Legislative-Executive 
Development Advisory Council on Tuesday 
in Malacafiang where economic managers аа 
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heard us out. She asked the Finance Secre- 
tary to study our proposal and consider its 
implementation,” said Roxas whose pro- 
Posal seeks to cut the supply of dollars — SQ наннан | 
while raising the demand for pesos. i 

Roxas, who filed a resolution seeking a У i 
Senate inquiry into the rise in prices of 1 
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commodities during the peak holiday sea- po 
son amid a strong peso, said this strategy 

could be implemented directly in the 2008 

budget where the government had pro- | 
grammed to borrow P125.43 billion from | 
abroad, of which P87.67 billion would be 

used to roll over maturing debr. 

"We have a situation where we are flooded { 
with dollars, yet the government still plans to z Р : 1 
borrow dollars to roll over our maturing 3 1 
debt. We are shooting ourselves in the foot by 
doing this," said Roxas who suggested that 
the government take advantage of the strong 
peso by retiring more of its dollar debts. 


Losing end 
Roxas made the proposal as the Arroyo 
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tances, OFWs are losing P160 billion worth of 
purchasing power in the economy. Aside from. 
that, the cost goods and services have not come 
down with a strong peso and this has been a 
cause of imbalance," said Roxas noting that a 
strong peso makes our exports, tourism ser- 
vices, and call center jobs more expensive. , 
Roxas said 125 time the government take a 
more direct hand in staving off the peso's rise 
considering that the Bangko Sentral ng Pili- 
pinas had already lost P60 billion to keep the 
peso from rising further against the dollar 
“There is no central bank in the world that 
is capable of blocking a market trend. There 
is no way that they can impose a peso-dollar 
exchange rate or to fix it, they will go 
bankrupt," said Roxas. "We should put our 
money where our mouths are. We are always 
saying that OFWs are new heroes. That BPOS 
are the future of the service industry. That 
tourism and exports are our economic en- 
gines. They are suffering now, we should act 
soon to ensure they do not suffer further.” 
Roxas said there was no point in the gov- 
ernment's macho stance in letting the peso 
seek its level with least government inter- 


— Y 


—— 


| 
* 
3 
| 


THE DaiLy 
GosPEL 


‘Thursday, December 13, 2007 
2nd Week of Advent 
Lucy 
1st Reading: 1541:13-20 
Gospel: Matthew 11:11-15 

Jesus said to the crowds, "No one greater 
than John the Baptist has come forward 
among the sons of women, and yet the least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
From the days of John the Baptist until now 
the kingdom of heaven is something to be 
conquered and the unyielding seize it. 

“Up to the time of John, there was only 
prophesy: all the prophets and the Law; and 
if you believe me, John is this Elijah, whose 
coming was predicted. Let anyone with ears 
lisent 
Commentary 

Our God grasps hold of us and tells us not to е; 
рае RAB ONE NOW 
and worms (certainly not a flattering descrip- f t h 
tion). But we are given a redeemer who will be m 
made into a thresher that is sharp and sure, r o e ' 
ready to harvest and rejoice. It is our God who 
Ix perte EE following outlets! 
every level of lend into the next spacious place 
to dwell. Our God sees, knows what little we do, | 4 
and will do what is necessary. The hand of the -Unimart obinsons 
Lord is the body of Jesus. 

And Jesus praises John the prophet as the 
greatest in history and yet the least born into 
the world of water/spirit/word and bread—the Р 
kingdom of God is greater than John! There -М S 
has been violence since John (beheaded) and МАР 4 
there will be violence towards those who belong. 4 Landmark 
to Jesus but if we heed the words of Jesus then / м 
we will see the fulfillment of all the promises of 
God in his Body, the Church, and in those who 
obey him. This is what God would like for a 


pilus Z Taste the COLE etro Gaisan ipermarket 


<: Sup 


Claretian Publications Inc., В Mayumi St., UP Vil- € 
lage, Diliman, Quezon City, UP PO. Bax 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon City; Tel: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 
E-mail: cci@dlare.org: Websites: Порги ЫЕ. 
Чино т Publications) & 
hup//wewcarephilippinesorg (Clareüan Mis- 
sionaries in the Philippines) 


Rist as ain АЕ БРИНЕ ААА 


A 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Palace slams survey on corruption 
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ing the source to find out what the 
product is. So if that premise is correct 
then you can imagine to what extent 
we must give credence to the survey,” 
Ermita said at a news conference. 

He said the commissioning of the 
survey could be part of destabilization 
efforts against the Arroyo administra- 
tion. 

“In boxing, it’s called body punch- 
ing. It's good that our contender is in 
good physical condition. What they 
cannot do with straight punching, they 
do with body punching,” the executive 
secretary said. 


Equal chance 

‘Ana Maria Tabunda, Pulse Asia Inc. 
executive director, said on АМС cable 
channel that who commissioned the 
survey was irrelevant to the results. 

Tabunda said Pulse Asia had given 
Ms Arroyo and the four former Presi- 
dents on the list “equal chance of being 
selected or not” by the respondents. 

The survey, conducted by Pulse Asia 
Tne, from Oct. 20 to 31, showed that 
more Filipinos viewed Ms Arroyo and 
her administration as the “most cor- 
rupt” compared with former Presi- 
dents Joseph Estrada, Fidel Ramos, 
Corazon Aquino and Ferdinand Mar- 
cos and their respective administra- 
tions. 

It also found that 45 percent of the 
respondents viewed the Arroyo admi 
istration as plagued with the “ most in- 
tense" corruption allegations. 

In the Senate, administration Sen. 


Miriam Defensor-Santiago said she 
would file a resolution calling for an 
investigation of Pulse Asia and other 
pollsters to compel them to reveal the 
parties that paid for their services. 


Three questions 

The survey asked the respondents 
three questions: 

1. “In your opinion, which President 
is the most corrupt in the history of the 
Philippines?” 

2. “In your opinion, under which ad- 
ministration has there been the most 
intense allegations of corruption?” 

3. In your opinion, which President 
is the least corrupt or not corrupt in the 
history of the Philippines?” 


Paid for by subscriber 

Tabunda said these questions were 
paid for by a subscriber. 

"But the fact that something is com- 
missioned does not necessarily mean 
that the results will be biased because 
they will reflect the opinion of whoev- 
er paid for that portion of the survey,” 
she told the INQumen. 

The Pulse Asia executive said that 
even during elections, a candidate 
could pay for the whole cost of a na- 
tionwide survey. 

"But if he is losing we tell him, 
"you're losing.’ So whether you com- 
mission it or not, we'll give you the re- 
sults irrespective of what you want to 
see in the results," Tabunda said. 

She noted that all surveys in mar- 
ket research were commissioned, 
“but if the product is not making it, 
theclientis told: 'The product is being 


beaten by the competitor?" 


Skewed results 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye took 
issue with the sample size of the sur- 
vey. 

He said the results were “skewed” 
because the survey questioned just 
1,200 respondents out of 84 million 
Filipinos. 

Pulse Asia used multistage probabil- 
ity sampling for the survey, allowing it 
to get a representative sample of the 
population. 

In a statement, Bunye said Ms Ar- 
royo was taking the problem of corrup- 
tion seriously, citing the programs that 
run after tax cheats and smugglers in 
revenue agencies, and the electronic 
procurement system in government. 

He also noted that the government. 
had made headway in going after cor- 
rupt officials, as shown by the increase 
in the conviction rate of the Sandigan- 
bayan from 12 to 33 percent. 

“(This) included high profile cases 
involving a former President and a 
ranking general,” Bunye said in refer- 
ence to former President Joseph Estra- 
da, who had been convicted of plunder 
but has since been pardoned, and Maj. 
Gen. Carlos Garcia. 

Because of government's efforts at 
combating corruption, the country got 
“the equivalent of P1 billion” to further 
improve its campaign, Bunye said. 

‘Just last week, Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Bank praised the Philippines 
for being the first among borrowing 
countries in Asia in terms of data trans- 
рагепсу” he said. 


“We therefore vehemently challenge 
the survey results, which could have 
been influenced by a number of dis- 
torting factors such as the sample, pos- 
sible leading questions and even the 
person or persons who commissioned 
the survey" Bunye said. 

Tabunda said the interviewers were 
trained not to inject anything that 
would condition the respondents to 
answer in a certain way. 

“These are very well-trained inter- 
viewers doing the survey. We are just 
reporting the results,” she said. 

Tabunda said Pulse Asia did not re- 
quire the respondents to have first- 
hand experience with the five adminis- 
trations. 

“We just asked them, ‘In your opin- 
ion, which President is the most cor- 
rupt in the history of the Philippines?" 
And then they were given options, five 
names. 

“They could have easily said, ‘No 
one among them.’ They could have 
easily said, ‘All of them’ because we 
will note down those answers, espe- 
cially if we have sizeable percentages 
saying that. But we have none of those 
answers,” she said. 


People remember 

Michael Tan, chair of the UP Depart- 
ment of Anthropology, said people re- 
membered the issues concerning Ms 
Arroyo because they were the most re- 
cent ones. 

“But even if the Marcos era has been 
long gone, people still remember his 
mistakes. With time, it looks like Fil- 
ipinos are more forgiving," Tan said. 
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Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano said Ms 
Arroyo would not have been perceived 
as the most corrupt if she allowed her- 
self or her officials to be investigated 
forthe corrupt deals. 

For his part, Sen. Mar Roxas said 
people could not see the benefits of a 
strong economy because they never 
feltit. 

“But they are certain about 
widespread corruption because this is 
what they see, hear about and experi- 
ence in their daily lives,” he said. 


Based on perception only 

In the House of Representatives, 
Majority Leader Arthur Defensor said 
the survey was based on perception 
“not on hard facts.” 

Palawan Rep. Abraham Mitra said 
corruption was a problem that the ad- 
ministration was taking seriously. 

“All steps are being taken to reform 
the system, prosecute wrongdoers, 
(Anticorruption expert) Tony Kwok 
says that it would take us less time 
than Hong Kong to reduce corruption,” 
Mitra said. 

House Minority Leader Ronaldo 
Zamora said he considered the survey 
a validation of the adverse public opin- 
ion on corruption in government. 

“Aside from being corrupt, the 
worst cases of human rights violations 
have been committed under her 
regime, even surpassing Marcos 
record,” said Rafael Mariano, chair of 
the militant peasant group Kilusang 
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas. — Withre- 
ports from Norman Bordadora and 
Jerome Aning 


GMA now takes UN report on killings seriously; vows zero ... 
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and the diplomatic corps. 

She reiterated that her administration 
was not condoning extrajudicial killings, 
and that it had been implementing the 
recommendations of the Melo Commis- 
sion that first looked into these cases. 

Among these recommendations are 
expediting the prosecution of the cases 
and providing assistance to victims as 
well as more funding to allow for more 
investigators. 

Ms Arroyo also said she had told the 
military that “if there are rogue ele- 
ments, they must be brought to justice.’ 

“They know, and we all know, that 
no person is above the law in this na- 
tion,” she said, adding: 

“Whether a former President, a mem- 
ber of the military, or an average citizen, 
all men and women in this nation are 
equal before the law. The death of any 
Filipino in pursuit of his or her right to po- 
litical expression violates human liberty" 


Addressing torture 

Earlier, Commission on Human Rights 
(CHR) Chair Purificacion Quisumbing, 
who attended and spoke at the event, 
called for the crafting of laws including 
one that deals with the use of torture. 

“You can't talk about human rights 
without addressing torture,” Quisumb- 
ing told the President and her guests. 

In her speech, Ms Arroyo vowed to 
bring to justice those behind the killings 
and to work with Congress for new 
laws to protect rights abuse victims, as 
recommended by Quisumbing. 

She called on the nation to “leave 
behind its terrible legacy of political vi- 
olence and clan vendettas." 


ON THE OTHER HAND, CHR COM- 
missioner Dominador Calamba Ш 
said the current human rights situa- 
tion was “appalling.” 

‘Ata forum organized by the Philip- 
pine Working Group for an Asean 
Human Rights Mechanism to address 
the issue, Calamba said the govern- 
ment had been remiss in its treaty re- 
porting to the United Nations, with 
“13 reports overdue." 

The reports are on the implemen- 
tation of international covenants 


Appalling’: 13 reports overdue 


signed by the Philippines to address 
such issues as discrimination, forced 
disappearances and extrajudicial 
killings. 

‘Calamba said the CHR was in total 
agreement with the final report of Al- 
ston, which stated in part that the 
Philippine military was in denial over 
the extrajudicial killings. 

He pointed out that since the 
1970s, particularly during the mar- 
tial law era, "enforced disappear- 
ances have been a problem." 


Calamba cited 383 killings 
brought to the СНЕ attention, of 
which 145 were extrajudicial or po- 
litical in nature. 

At the same forum, lawyer Ricardo 
‘Sunga Ш said that for most victims of 
rights abuse, the martial-law era 
mighthave been dangerous times. 

But “these times are just as danger- 
ous,” said Sunga, a rights consultant 
in the office of Rep. Lorenzo Tafiada 
III, chair of the House committee on 
human rights. 


Ms Arroyo pointed out that the num- 
ber of political killings had dropped, 
and that the government was making 
headway in “the fight to put an end to 
the legacy of political violence.” 

“But we should not rest until we 
reach zero political violence,” she said. 

Ms Arroyo also said she was endorsing 
“all the recommendations and requests” 
made by Quisumbing, including mea- 
sures that would protect the CHR's fiscal 
autonomy, strengthen its financial re- 
sources and give it quasi-judicial powers. 

"A strong and independent commis- 
sion is vital to the protection and promo- 
tion of human rights,” she said, adding 
that she would ask the budget depart- 
ment to study how CHR savings “could 
be applied to other programs and salary 
augmentation rather than being re- 
turned to the National Treasury” 


Lesser number 
At the launch at the Supreme Court of 


а British-government-funded project to 
train judges in international law, Chief 
Justice Reynato Puno said there had been 
an apparent decrease in extrajudicial 
killings and forced disappearances since 
July when various sectors convened fora. 
Supreme Court-led summit to come up 
with solutions to the problem, 

“It’s a matter of statistics. I think the 
statistics will show ... a diminution of 
these extralegal killings and disap- 
pearances,” Puno said when asked if 
the human rights situation had im- 
proved after the two-day summit. 

Puno also said the writ of amparo 
from the high court, as well as the au- 
thorities’ enforcement of it, had helped 
bring about the improved recorc 

“The writ ... is certainly a part of it. 
But like to think that the other agencies 
of the government should be commend- 
ed also for cooperating with the courts 
with the enforcement of the writ.” 

The Chief Justice expressed hope 


that the legislative branch would come 
up with laws on extrajudicial killings 
and disappearances to strengthen the 
writ of amparo. 

"We hope that Congress will also en- 
act the appropriate substantive laws in 
order to strengthen this procedural 
remedy,” he said, adding: 

“There is, for instance, in Congress, a 
bill making these extralegal killings and 
disappearances a specific right, one that 
will be covered not only by our usual 
laws on murders and homicides and kid- 
nappings, but also by a special law, with 
the offense especially penalized.” 


Help from EU 

The Philippines may expect help 
from European countries to improve 
the human rights situation. 

Inan interview at the launch, British 
Ambassador Peter Beckingham said 
the European Union (EU) and Euro- 
pean Commission (EC) intended to 


meet with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs to discuss “specific support” to 
the Philippines concerning extrajudi- 
cial killings and human rights. 

“We have some specific proposals... 
‘We hope to have a meeting with the DEA 
very soon about it," Beckingham said. 

In a statement issued yesterday by 
Ambassador Alistair MacDonald, head 
of the EC delegation to the Philippines, 
the European Union reaffirmed its sup- 
port for the efforts of the Philippine gov- 
emment and civil society to promote, 
uphold and protect human rights. 

MacDonald said a European Parlia- 
ment delegation that visited the Philip- 
pines last month had discussed human 
rights issues with Ms Arroyo and For- 
eign Secretary Alberto Romulo, as well 
as representatives of civil society. 

He said the delegation had con- 
veyed the European Parliament's con- 
cerns on extrajudicial killings, al- 
though it welcomed the abolition of 
the death penalty in the country as 
well as the position of the Philippines 
and the Asean Summit regarding hu- 
man rights violations in Burma. 

Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Wald- 
ner, member of the EC external rela- 
tions committee, paid tribute to civil 
society members and human rights de- 
fenders as "indispensable partners of 
the EU in its fight for the full respect for 
human rights worldwide." 

“As of this year, with the new Euro- 
pean Instrument for Democracy and 
Human Rights, the EU has even better 
and more flexible means in its hands to 
help those who dedicate their lives to 
helpothers,"shesaid. With reports 
from Cynthia D. Balana and Jean- 
nette I. Andrade. 


Ex-Peru president sentenced to 6 years for abuse of authority 
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misuse of state funds, illegal wiretap- 
ping and bribery of lawmakers. 

Fujimori showed little emotion dur- 
ing Tuesdays proceedings—in con- 
trast to Monday's tumulmous start of 
his trial on charges of human rights vi- 
olations. 

‘After the six-year prison sentence 
was read, Fujimori consulted quickly 
with his defense lawyer and then ad- 
dressed the judge, saying he was ap- 
pealing “partially” the sentence and 
the fine. He did not elaborate. 

But Fujimori’s daughter Keiko, а 
congresswoman for his party, attacked 
the ruling as she left the courtroom. 

“This is really an unfair sentence,” 
she said. “Before, it was a political per- 
secution. Now it's judicial persecution. 
Like 90 percent of the Peruvian people, I 
don’t trust the judicial system.” 


Closed hearings 

Tuesday's sentence for abuse of au- 
thority came after closed hearings before 
a single judge because it involved a mi- 
nor charge. The trials are taking place at 
the police base on the eastern outskirts 
of Lima where Fujimori is being held. 

The search of the apartment of Mon- 
tesinos wife was conducted without a 
court order. 
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Fujimori admitted ordering one of 
his military aides, an Army officer, to 
pass himself off as a prosecutor during 
the search. All searches in Peru require 
a court order and the presence of a 
prosecutor. 

Fujimori justified his action by say- 
ing it was part of a nationwide man- 
hunt for Montesinos after Swiss au- 
thorities accused his spy chief of mon- 
ey laundering. 

At the time of the search, only days 


ALBERTO FUJIMORI 
talks at the press room 
of the Special Court of 
the Supreme Court on 
Monday during his trial 
in Lima, Peru. He has 
been convicted for 
abuse of authority. He 
faces three other trials 
оп charges that include 
murder, kidnapping, 
human rights abuses 
and corruption. — we 
before Fujimori fled Peru, the interior 
ministry said plainclothes police had 
seized some 40 suitcases and 40 boxes 
filled with videos, books and docu- 
ments from the apartment of Mon- 
tesinos' wife, Trinidad Becerra. 
Several days later Fujimori called 
reporters to the Government Palace 
and showed them seven watches and 
two heavy gold chains, which he said 
were worth about US$1 million. He 
said the pieces of jewelry had been 


seized during the search of Becerra's 
apartment. 

Prosecutors, however, said they sus- 
pected Fujimori was seeking evidence 
that might have implicated him in 
Montesinos’ illegal activities, but the 
ex-Peruvian leader denied that. 

Prosecutors had sought a prison sen- 
tence of seven years, but defense 
lawyer Cesar Nakazaki had asked the 
court for a reduced sentence of four 
years, arguing that Fujimori was not 
the one who committed the crime but 
was simply the “instigator.” 


Other trials 

On Monday, Fujimori went on trial 
on separate charges he authorized an 
Army death squad to kill leftist rebels. 
and collaborators amid a government 
crackdown on a bloody Maoist insur- 
gency. 

His voice cracking in emotion, Fuji- 
mori told the three-judge panel that he 
had inherited a country in a state of 
collapse, wracked by terrorism and hy- 
perinflation. 

“My government rescued the human 
rights of 25 million Peruvians with no 
exceptions. If any detestable acts were 
committed, I condemn them, but they 
were not done on my orders. I reject 
the charges totally,” he shouted on 
Monday. 


After his trial for murder and kidnap- 
ping, Fujimori faces two more trials, 

In one of these trials, he faces 
charges of illegally paying 05515 mil- 
lion in state funds to Montesinos, now 
jailed and accused of dozens of crimes, 
to get him to leave his post. 

In the fourth trial, he faces charges 
of bribing opposition congressmen, il- 
legal wiretapping and misuse of state 
funds to buy a television station to sup- 
porthis reelection campaign. 

Fujimori has said he is innocent of 
those charges. 

He was extradited in September to 
Peru from Chile. He had flown there 
from Japan in 2005, in the hope he 
would be extradited to Peru only оп 
minor charges. AP 
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bonus of P6,000 per government 
worker. 

“This year, because of the good 
economic situation, the President 
thought of giving (a higher) 
bonus,” Andaya said. 

Government employees also re- 
ceive a 13th month pay. 
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Europe grants $20.6M Mindanao aid g 


THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION developed in consultation peace and security in Mindanao,” he 


announced yesterday it has ap- with the government and said. 
proved $20.6 million in grants with civil society groups, Al- 
forrebuidingareasinthesouth- istair MacDonald, European 
ern Philippines hit by decades of Commission delegation head 
‘Muslim insurgency. said. 

The grants, worth 14 million “The European Communi- 
Euros will go towards improv- ty is bent on helping the 
ing governance, helping the re- Philippines in its economic, 
gion integrate in the interna- social and political reform 
tional tracing system and re- processes, by providing sup- 
building Mindanao, which has port to deepen dialogue on 
been ravaged by decades of governance with and among 
fighting between the govern- all sectors of society, to pro- 
ment and Muslim rebel groups. mote trade and investment 

They will go to programs flows, and to help restore 
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ARROYO ADMINISTRATION 


Te events ofthe past weeks have shown in unmistakable terms the deep 
and intense political crisis that continues to engulf the nation under the 
current Arroyo administration. 


"fie incident at the Manila Peninsula is.a stem reminder that there are still 
unresolved issues oflegitimacy, corruption; human rights abuses and unprec- 
_edented abuse of power under the guise of upholding the rule of law. While 
' there may be varying opinions on the Manila Peninsula incident, it is clear that 
the issues raised were all too fai iar. That various groups and personages 
continue to protest these issues is a clear manifestation thatthe ruling admin- 
istration has done little to address them . 


| 

| Whatis also disturbing is that the government's response to dissent has been 
more repression and threats addressed to the citizenry. The images of media 

workers being hauled like criminals - and the imposition of a curfew, the first 

| since Martial Law- reminds us that repression remains the principal response 

| to dissent under this administration. 

| 


| And despite claims of growth and development, and the pretense of a “good 


economist” in Malacafiang, many of our countrymen still cry out for economic 
justice; for land, better wages and decent services. The economic crunch has 
in fact dampened whatever remaining holiday cheer there may be. 


| 


The crisis has gotten worse with many of our people going abroad because 
they see no hope in our country. Unless the above issues are satisfactorily 
| addressed, we can expect the same turbulence, desperation and frustration 
| to mark the remaining years of this administration. 


| As the year comes to an end and a new one is imminent, we are again called 
to renew our commitment to truth and justice. We are again called to stand 

: together to call for accountability in government. We stand firm in rejecting a 
morally bankrupt Arroyo government as we strive to achieve national unity 
andrenewal. 


JOIN US ON DECEMBER 14, 4-7:00 PM, IN AN INTERFAITH ASSEMBLY 
FOR THE NATION AT THE PLAZA SULAYMAN IN FRONT OF THE MALATE 
CHURCH, ROXAS BLVD. 
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Winning bidder plans IPO to raise fresh funds 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


MONTE ORO GRID RESOURCES, THE 
winning bidder for the 25-year conces- 
sion to operate the national power grid 
owned by National Transmission Corp. 
Cransco), is mulling over a possible i 

tial public offer (IPO) to raise fresh funds. 

“We can build up equity or partly 
fund the acquisition through borrow- 
ings," A. Brown Co. Inc. chair Walter 
Brown told the INguIRER. 

A. Brown has an 18 to 19-percent 
take in Monte Oro. 

Other shareholders are Wealth Se- 
curities with 32 percent or 163.95 mil- 
lion shares, Campos Lanuza & Co. Inc. 
with 77 million shares and Lakeland 
Village Holdings as well as Evergrow 
Industries and Sureste Properties each 
with 4.9 percent or 25 million shares, 
documents with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission (SEC) showed. 

Shares of A. Brown however closed 


lower by 5.3 percent or 8 centavos yes- 
terday to P1.42. 

Stocks of port operator Internation- 
al Container Terminal Services Inc. 
(ICTSI) of powerful businessman En- 
rique Razon was also lower by 2.2 per- 
centor P1 to P44. 

Razon has a 2-percent interest in the 
Monte Oro Group. 

Razon, who is close to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and was treasurer of 
the administration coalition Team Unity 
in the May elections, is chair of ICTSI. 


Macroeconomic factors 

The stock market seemed to be 
banking on two other rival bidders for 
‘Transco in the early trading session led 
by San Miguel Corp. and Metro Pacific 
Investments Corp. as shares of both 
companies bucked the markets drop 
yesterday. 

At the end of trading, warrants of 
Metro Pacific were the biggest gainers, 


climbing 14 percent to P2.85. 

Common shares of Metro Pacific al- 
so closed higher by 1.1 percent or 5 
centavos to P4.35. 

This was despite an announcement 
after the market closed at 12:30 p.m. 
yesterday that the Metro Pacific 
Group's Italian partner for the Transco 
bid had pulled out of the bidding 

A spokesperson for Terna-Rete 
Electrica Nazionale S.PA of Italy told 
the INQumen that the company studied 
the “macroeconomic factors” sur- 
rounding the bid and decided to with- 
draw from the consortium led by Two 
Rivers Pacific Holdings Corp. of Metro 
Pacific chair Manuel Pangilinan. 


Low risk, high returns 

The Terna spokesperson did not 
specify which factors weighed on the 
company's decision the most, saying 
merely that in all of its investments, 
Terna favors a climate of “low risk and 


high returns.” 

Tema also did not comment when 
asked whether its decision was affected 
by questions over Two Rivers citizenship. 

"Again we based our decision on 
how the regulatory scenario is and the. 
economic scenario in the country,” the 
spokesperson merely said. 

On the eve of the Transco bid, San 
Miguel Energy Corp., urged Power 
Sector Assets and Liabilities Manage- 
ment Corp. (PSALM) to probe legal is- 
sues over the nationality of Two Rivers 
in light of issues raised by a Nov. 9 let- 
ter by Perez Golangco Madrigal An- 
daya Law Office. 

Manuelita V. Perez, а partner in the 
law firm, wrote PSALM and the SEC on. 
Nov. 9 saying Two Rivers cannot be 
considered a Filipino corporation be- 
cause its parent firm, Metro Pacific In- 
vestments Corp. (MPIC), which owns 
99.99 percent of its capital, is not a Fil- 
ipino company. 


Perez cited a 2006 annual report by 
Hong Kong conglomerate First Pacific Co. 
Ltd. as stating that it has a 95.9-percent 
"economic or voting interest” in MPIC. 

If such is the case, Perez said MPIC and 
‘Two Rivers are both foreign corporations. 


Qualified bidder 

Ina statement yesterday, Two Rivers 
asserted that it was qualified to partici- 
pate in the Transco bid. 

“We deplore the attempts of certain 
parties to gain an unfair advantage or 
distract attention from their own 
weaknesses by calling into question 
our qualifications to bid for Transco,” 
Two Rivers president and concurrently 
MPIC president Jose Ma. K. Lim said. 

Class A shares of San Miguel, which 
are traded by local investors, jumped 
8.9 percent to P55. 

Class B shares, which can be bought 
and sold by foreign investors rose 7.8 
percent to P55.50. 


GMA pal wins Transco bid; senators seek probe 


From page Al 


described as the biggest privatization 
in the Philippines’ history, involving 
power transmission lines with optic 
fiber broadband capability. 

Sen, Jamby Madrigal said she would 
personally file a class action suit to nul- 
lify the auction for the 25-year conces- 
sion to operate Transco's power grid, 
considered the crown jewel of Philip- 
pine energy assets. 

"This has become a matter of per- 
sonal survival. The President sacrificed 
the country's sovereignty to her greed 
and her cronies’ greed, sacrificed eco- 
nomic independence, sacrificed social 
services, and sacrificed national secu- 
rity,” Madrigal said. 

‘A key member of the winning consor- 
tium is State Grid Corp., China's largest 
electricity provider. It ranks 29th in the 
Fortune Global 500 list of the world's 
largest companies by revenue this year. 

“You don’t have to be a fortune-teller 
to say that this is lutong macao,” 
Madrigal said. “The impunity that the 
government has pushed this with her 
cronies’ fingerprints all over it is the 
Shark of disrespect for all opinion.” 


Resolution to probe 

She said the victory of Razon, head 
bf port operator International Contain- 
er Terminal Services Inc. (ICTSCI), 
should prod the Senate blue ribbon 
committee to act immediately on her 


resolution calling for an investigation 
of the Transco bidding. 

Madrigal has also linked Ms Arroyo's 
brother, Diosdado "Buboy" Macapagal 
Jr, and the Aboitiz family, a known ad- 
ministration ally, to Monte Oro. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. said he would support any 
court action against the sale of Transco 
assets, citing the “brazenness” by which 
the administration had moved to favor 
business interests close to the President. 


Conflict of interest 

“Why can’t they see the anomaly of it 
ай? Standing by itself, it should be a 
shock to the conscience of anybody look- 
ing for good government,” Pimentel said. 

Pimentel previously said that Jose 
Ibazeta, president of Power Sector As- 
sets and Liabilities Management Corp. 
(PSALM) which conducted the auction, 
was in a conflict of interest situation. 

“Ibazeta obviously is an employee of 
Razon being a current director of compa- 
nies in Razon's empire. It is a blatant dis- 
play of arrogance to preside over bidding 
of an asset of the government where опе 
of the bidders, and the eventual winner, 
isyour employer," Pimentel said. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said: “This deal 
has left no doubt that this country is 
опе big corporation fronting for a 
Mafia-like organization.” 


San Miguel bid 


The winning bid of Monte Oro nar- 


rowly beat the only other bid of $3.905 
billion from the consortium led by San 
Miguel Energy, a unit of Philippine food 
and drinks giant San Miguel Corp. 

Conspicuously absent were repre- 
sentatives of the two other pre-quali- 
fied bidders—the consortium of Two 
Rivers Pacific Holdings Corp. and Ter- 
na-Rete Electtrica Nazionale $.РА. of 
Italy and the group of Citadel Holdings 
Inc. and Power Grid Corp. of India. 

An industry source said that Citadel 
had decided to drop out of the bidding 
when its financial partner backed out. 

А source close to Two Rivers told the 
Inquinen the consortium was prepared 
to bid $4.2 billion for Transco, but 
withdrew at the last minute after pres- 
sure was brought to bear on its Italian 
partner. 

Ina statement, Two Rivers president 
and chief executive Jose Ma. Lim said 
the group could no longer join the 
‘Transco concession auction as its Ital- 
ian partner Terna had withdrawn from 
the consortium. 


Bad press 

No reason was officially stated for 
Tema's sudden pullout. But the indus- 
пу was rife with talk that the Italian 
firm may have been affected by the bad 
press that Two Rivers had been getting 
these past days, particularly those ques- 
tioning the eligibility of the group. 

Under the Transco bidding rules, bid- 
ders should be capable of forming a con- 


sortium that would meet the 60-percent 
Filipino ownership restrictions for 
grantees of a public utility franchise. 

‘Two Rivers is allegedly not a Filipino 
company since its parent, Metro Pacific 
Investments Corp., is 95.9-percent 
owned by Hong Kong-based First Pa- 
cific Co. Ltd. 

The San Miguel Energy consortium 
even went as far as asking PSALM to 
investigate Two Rivers eligibility to 
bid. 


La Costa protest 

La Costa Development Corp, headed 
by nickel miner Salvador Zamora II 
and former Finance Secretary Roberto 
de Ocampo, earlier questioned the 
auction before a criminal court, alleg- 
ing violations of the antigraft law. 

A Makati Regional Trial Court has 
scheduled another hearing next week 
on La Costa's petition for a writ of pre- 
liminary injunction against PSALM. La 
Costa has said it was prepared to go all 
the way to the Supreme Court. 

Та Costa has announced it was pre- 
pared to bid as much as $6 billion for 
‘Transco, double that offered in a failed 
bid in February. But PSALM disqualified 
Та Costa for its alleged failure to show 
that its Filipino partner in the consor- 
tium could not raise the required equity 
investment of $300 million. La Costa 
has dismissed this allegation. 

Ibazeta shrugged off allegations of 
irregularities. 


“We have all the documents, but it's 
still up to Congress to decide whether 
or not to grant a franchise to the win- 
ning bidder. And everything's so trans- 
parent, so how can it be said that this is 
lutong macaw?" he said in a press con- 
ference after the auction. 


Franchise up to Congress 

PSALM would take 30 business days 
to reevaluate all documents that the 
Monte Oro consortium submitted to 
ensure that ithad complied with all the 
requirements set. 

Monte Oro may then proceed to go 
to Congress to ask for a franchise to op- 
erate, maintain and expand the na- 
tionwide transmission grid, according 
to Ibazeta. 

The Arroyo administration has been. 
trying since 2003 to privatize Transco 
to boost state finances and modernize 
its creaking power sector. Yesterday's 
auction was the fifth attempt and the 
second this year. 

Political uncertainty and doubts 
about the predictability of profits 
tripped up previous sale efforts but a 
new tariff system for Transco, in opera- 
tion since last year, is supposed to 
make the 25-year license more lucra- 
tive for investors. 

The grid, which needs about $850 
million over the next five years for up- 
grades and expansion, was valued at 
P138 billion ($3.3 billion) in 2006. 

With reports from Reuters 


Saguisag girl falls at SEA Games but still inspires other athletes 


From page Al 


tually forced out of the tournament. 


Still mourning 

Her right knee gave way and she lay 
on the floor fighting off the pain. Al- 
though she had made the finals easily, 
her coaches knew when not to push it, 


and they withdrew her from the event. 

Dulce Saguisag died last month in a 
vehicular accident that also severely 
injured her husband. 

Caissa, a medallist in the 2005 SEA 
Games in Manila, was then tapering off 
from taining. She and her siblings 
buried their mother without her losing 
focus on her upcoming stint at the SEAG. 


Rene Saguisag, a former senator, 
has been discharged from hospital 
but is still recuperating from the 
mishap. 

Caissa, her eyes moistening, po- 
litely begged off from talking about 
her mom, the former secretary gen- 
eral of the national gymnastics asso- 
ciation. 


"Let's not talk about it, sir," she told 
the INQUIRER at the Athletes Village. "I 
just hope my dad gets well soon.” 


Big tournament 

But the young gymnast is not giving 
up on the sport—or at least not just 
yet. 

Caissa said she would rest her knee 


Ermita says Christmas ceasefire uninterrupted 


From page Al 


Unlike in the years past, the cease- 
fire will be an “uninterrupted” one for 
the holiday season, according to Ermi- 
та. 

Inthe past, the Somo lasted fora day 
or two, he said. 

"It only goes to show that it looks 
like we have a good situation in the 
field that we can afford to have an 
uninterrupted ceasefire,” Ermita 
said. 


Prelude to peace talks 

Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr, AFP 
chief of staff, wants a longer ceasefire 
as a prerequisite for holding peace 
talks with the NPA. 

“As far as the insurgents, the com- 
munist terrorists are concerned, I 
even proposed (that) we go on a 
three-year ceasefire then we talk 
peace,” Esperon said at the Manila 
Overseas Press Club (MOPC) forum 


Bush loses close run for 


From page Al 


Mouth” award on Tuesday from 
the Plain English campaign. 

McClaren was hailed for а 
supreme example of gobblede- 
gook in talking about star player 
Wayne Rooney: “He is inexperi- 
enced but he's experienced in 
terms of what he's been through.” 

George W. Bush came second 
for ‘All I can tell you is that 
when the governor calls, I an- 
swer his phone." 

Plain English Campaign 


spokesperson Ben Beer told 
Reuters: "We thought it was a 
bit obvious to honor Bush as he 
comes up with them every day.” 
Every year, Beers pressure 
group hands out a raft of 
awards mocking incomprehen- 
sible jargon in a battle to clear 
the linguistic fog that зо often 
envelops the English language. 
McClaren, fired as manager af- 
ter the team failed to qualify for 
the Euro 2008 championships, is 
in distinguished company. Past 
winners include model Naomi 


on Wednesday night. 

The rebels quit peace talks in 
2004 over the government refusal 
to lobby for their removal from US 
and European lists of terrorist orga- 
nizations. They also spurned an 
amnesty offer from Ms Arroyo earli- 
er this year, vowing to continue 
their rural-based struggle to topple 
the government. 


Esperon said he expected the 
decades-long communist insurgency 
to become inconsequential in two 
years because the rebel ranks were 
rapidly dwindling. 

He estimated the number of rebels 
would be cut to 3,000 from 7,000 by 
2009, one year ahead of a deadline set 
by President Macapagal-Arroyo for the 
military to defeat or significantly re- 
duce the rebels. 

The government has stepped up its 
offensive against insurgents over the 


Campbell, actor Richard Gere 
and former US Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld. 


No shortage of entrants 

There is never a shortage of 
entrants sent in by people baf- 
fled by bureaucratic language 
and befuddled legalese. 

"We get 40 to 50 examples a 
week, mostly from British docu- 
ments. The media, including 
advertising and marketing, is 
riddled with insider jargon,” 
Beer told Reuters. 


past few years, but there has been no 
indication that the Communist Party 
of the Philippines and its armed 
wing, the NPA, are ready to back 
down. 

“IF we continue to allow the insur- 
gency's protracted war, we might as 
well consider a war lost," Esperon said 
in a speech. "Aside from our economic 
losses, have we realized what we will 
lose if we let communism win over 
democracy?" 

He said military and police opera- 
tions in the countryside had disman- 
tled rebel political and military struc- 
tures and led to the arrests of top lead- 
ers. 

He said security forces have reduced 
the number of guerrillas by an average 
of 1,000 each year, and he expects the 
number of insurgents to be cut to 
3,000 by 2009. 

At that number they “definitely can- 
not topple the government nor have 
the leverage to exact demands at the 


negotiating table,” Esperon said. 
Amnesty 


He said communist rebels had big- 
ger chances of obtaining amnesty 
than military adventurists like Navy 
lieutenant-turned-Sen. Antonio Tril- 
lanes IV and Army Brig. Gen. Danilo 
Lim. 

A pardon for the renegade soldiers 
would “remain a political act,” Esperon 
said. 

He said the fact that the military 
‘went “full steam ahead” with the pros- 
ecution of the junior officers who 
staged a mutiny in 2003 and the 28 se- 
nior officers from the Philippine Ma- 
rine Corps and the Army Scout 
Rangers implicated in the February 
2006 power grab showed that the mili- 
taty was implementing "the full force 
of military law.” 


Demoralized 
In his speech, Esperon 


‘Foot in Mouth’ 


a 


Offering the best way to oblit- 
erate meaningless verbosity, Beer 
said: “Thinking before you write 
isthe main thing and then reread- 
ing what you have written.” 

"That message clearly fell on 
deaf ears at Coleraine railway 
station in Northern Ireland. 

‘The station sign read: “Every 
autumn a combination of leaves 
on the line, atmospheric condi- 
tions and prevailing damp con- 
ditions lead to a low adhesion 
between the rail head and the 
wheel which causes services to 


area only" 


be delayed or even cancelled." 


Shoe repatriation area 
London's Gatwick Airport got 
10 out of 10 for brevity but 
came bottom of the class for 
clarity for one of its signs: 
“Passenger shoe repatriation 


The campaign was founded 
in 1979 by Chrissie Maher who 
only learned to read and write 
at the age of 14. Her jargon 
watchers now pounce on verbal 
excesses by officialdom and 


before going back to serious training 
with an eye on competing in a big tour- 
nament in the United States in March. 

That may be her final tournament, 
she said. 

From there, it would be all school for 
Caissa, who's on a home study pro- 
gram and hopes to attend the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines after high school. 


adventurists did soldiery “a great dis- 
service.” 

He said troops were “demoralized 
when they see how some rogue 
members attempt to grab power for 
themselves” and topple democracy 
while those in the frontlines “con- 
tinue to sacrifice their lives for our 
people and democratic institu- 
tions.” 

Esperon branded communist insur- 
gents and renegade soldiers as “ene- 
mies of the people.” 

“There isn't much difference be- 
tween insurgents and military adven- 
turists," he said. 

"They both seek to destroy our 
democratic way of life and grab power 
for themselves through armed upris- 
ing," he added. 

But Esperon acknowledged that the 
rebel soldiers had raised “legitimate 
grievances” which, according to him, 
the military “continuously address.” 

With a report from AP, 


stage classes for bureaucrats, 
bankers and lawyers. 

‘Campaign organizers even sent 
two “language policemen” on a 
global tour from India to South 
Africa and the United States to 
teach officialdom the best way to 
abandon the gobbledegook. 

Even so, Beer does not despair. 

"There has been an improve- 
ment over the years but there is 
a long way to go. This is the 29th 
year of the campaign. There is 
по chance of us being extinct 
anytime soon," hesaid. Reuters 
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HOSTAGE FOR 6 WEEKS 
Pirates free 9 RP sailors 


NINE FILIPINO SAILORS WHO 
were part of the crew of a Japanese 
tanker that was hijacked by pirates 
off the coast of Somalia in East 
Africa, have been released after be- 
ing held hostage for six weeks and 
will return home soon, foreign af- 
fairs officials said yesterday. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romu- 
Jo said all 22 crew members of the 
Golden Nori, which was seized on 
Oct. 28, were “safe and in good 
physical condition" after being re- 
leased earlier Wednesday. 

Esteban Conejos, the undersecre- 
tary for migrant affairs, said the р 
rates had left the ship and a US-led 
multinational naval force would es- 
cort the tanker into international 
‘waters. Ie will then sail into the port 
of Dubai under the control of its Fil- 
ipino captain, Restituto Bulilan. 

From Dubai, the Filipino seamen 
will be repatriated to the Philip- 
pines and are expected to arrive in 
Manila on Dec. 18. 

Romulo thanked those involved 


RP condemns attack on UN 


in the rescue of the nine Filipinos 
who included aside from Bulilan, 
Melchor Cayabyab, chief mate; 
Loreto Quiles, second mate; Ray- 
mundo Panaligan, third mate; 
Mario Ocenar chief engineer; 
Adelino Amparo, first engineer: 
Carlito Lotoc, second engineer; 
Laureano Villanueva, buson; and Is- 
mael Perez, chief cook. 

“The Philippine government ex- 
presses its deep gratitude to the 
ship owners, international shipping 
authorities, and participants in the 
multinational naval efforts to se- 
cure the hijacked vessel, for the safe 
release of the crew," Romulo said. 


No word on ransom 

He said that family members of 
the Filipino seamen have thanked 
the government for its efforts in 
seeking the release of the crew 
members. 

On Monday, the United Nations Of- 
fice for the Coordination of Humani- 
тапап Affairs said the pirates were 


ma 


threatening to kill the crew ifunlessa 
$1 million ransom was not paid. 

Ап official in Kenya told the 
‘Agence France Press it was unclear 
ifa ransom had been paid. 

‘Conejos said: “We have no infor- 
mation on that. We look to the ship 
‘owners to resolve such issues. We 
have no details of the contact {with 

ijackers]. The government 
maintains the policy of not negoti- 
ating with hijackers.” 

The 6,253-ton tanker, carrying 
crew members were from Burma, 
the Philippines and South Korea 
and up to 40,000 tons of highly ex- 
plosive benzene, was hijacked on 
Oct. 28 on dangerous waters off So- 
malia's coast. 

Conejos said the release was the 
“earliest effected” of such incidents 
in Somalia. He said a similar inci- 
dent last year took three months to 
resolve. Hijackings and kidnap- 
pings in Somalia were resolved in 
two to six months, he said. Cynthia 
D. Balana and AFP and AP 
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THE PHILIPPINES YESTERDAY 
joined the world in condemning 
the terrorist car bomb attacks 
that struck the offices of the 
United Nations in Algeria on 
Tuesday, killing more than 45 
people, including several UN 
staff members, and wounding 
scores of others. 

“The Philippine Government 
expresses its strong condemna- 
tion of the terrorist attacks in Al- 
geria this moming that left 
many people dead, including 
several UN staff members,” So- 
cial Welfare and Development 
‘Secretary Esperanza Cabral told 
the 62nd General Assembly. The 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
released the statement shortly 
after the attack, which was 


claimed by an Algerian militant 
group with links to al-Qaida, 
"These attacks are unaccept- 


able and those behind this 
crime should be brought to jus- 
tice," said Cabran, who is in 
New York as head of the Philip- 
pine Delegation for the Com- 
memorative High Level Ple- 
nary Meeting Devoted to the 
Follow Up to the Outcome of 
the Special Session on Chil- 
dren, where she co-chairs one 
of the panel discussions. 
Ambassador Hilario Davide 
Jr, Philippine Permanent Repre- 
sentative to the United Nations, 
said it was the second such inci- 
dent that targeted the UN since 
the 2003 car bombing of the UN 
headquarters in Baghdad that 
killed 22 people, including Unit- 
ed Nation's High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira 


de Mello, who was there as the 
UN's special envoy for Iraq. 


Cynthia D. Balana 
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Violent irony 


NXIOUS TO PREVENT ANOTHER EMBARRASS- 
А "walkout"—or maybe we should call it a “walk- 

about"—by Magdalo mutineers, the authorities de- 
ployed a thousand soldiers to secure last Tuesday's re- 
sumption of the Oakwood mutiny trial in Makati City. 

"There was enough force prepared for any contingency. 

We won't allow anything to happen," 

ÉDITORIAL the new military chief for Metro 

Manila, Maj. Gen. Fernando Mesa, 

said. His spokesman had earlier identified the main units 

enforcing security at ће trial: the 48th Infantry Battalion 

from Fort Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija and the 750th Com- 

bat Group of the Philippine Air Force. Elements from the 

Southern Police Command and the Philippine National 
Police Custodial Unit also took part. 

Yesterday’s Inquirer report drew a vivid picture: “The 
lobby on the fourth floor [of the new City Hall building, 
where Regional Trial Court Branch 150 is located] was 
rendered a sea of differently colored uniforms—the 
SWAT men in black, the regular police in blue, the securi- 
ty guards in white and blue, the Army in light camouflage 
green, the Air Force in dark blue or light blue, the Navy in 
brown, and the Marines in dark camouflage.” 

For good measure, the Magdalo officers who abruptly 
walked out of the courtroom on Nov. 29 were forced to 
wear handcuffs throughout the proceedings, while an ar- 
mored personnel carrier patrolled the street. 

All this, to secure the return to a civilian courtroom of 
what the commander in chief herself called “a few des- 
perate men." 

Undeniable overkill, but then this is the way the Arroyo 
administration prefers to conduct its business. It prefers 
to respond with a massive show of force, when force is 
available. Recall the deployment of thousands of troops 
and policemen to temper the street demonstrations after 
the State of the Nation Address in 2005, the first after the 
Garcillano tapes circulated. 

But the administration also has a track record of using 
certain events as a rationalization for taking extraordi- 
nary action, Recall the long aftermath of the Betty Chua 
Sy kidnap-slay in 2003, when seemingly dozens upon 
dozens of alleged kidnappers were captured and prose- 
cuted for allegedly taking part in the same crime. Or re- 
call the insertion of the military into the newsrooms of 
the Tribune and a couple of television networks, as a con- 
sequence of the state of emergency declared in 2006. This 
administration has not been shy about using overwhelm- 
ing force, or the projection of massive force, to meet its 
objectives. 

We have no quarrel with the need to secure the court- 
room at the resumption of the Magdalo trial; at the same 
time, we do not wish to engage in a numbers game, argu- 
ing just how many soldiers are needed to guard “a few 
desperate men.” But we do think that the deployment ofa 
thousand troops was both over-compensatory and tacti- 
cal: The administration wanted to live down the embar- 
rassment of the security lapses that allowed the “walk- 
out” to happen, and at the same time it wanted to use the 
show of force to pursue other objectives. 

The irony, however, is that Tuesday's show of force only 
reminded us that, under the Arroyo administration, the 
military exercises an inordinate influence. The Oakwood 
mutiny and the Peninsula Manila caper were put 
down—decisively, deservingly—because the democratic 
project will not countenance a military junta. 

But look where we are now: an executive secretary 
and former general who will not meet with protesting 
farmers because he distrusts the drama behind the 
protest, an Armed Forces chief of staff who engages in a 
running battle with the courts and with representatives 
of the United Nations, a controversial ex-general who 
continues to give lectures on the controversial counter- 
insurgency strategy associated with him, a PNP chief 
who takes the offensive in the administration's war of at- 
trition with media. 

Many of the Arroyo administration’s legacies-in-the- 
making have a military or police component. Not coinci- 
dentally, many of the administration’s top officials come 
from the military or the police. That makes us wonder: 
Was that show of force to secure the courtroom in opposi- 
tionist Makati last Tuesday meant to guard civilian insti- 
tutions, or intimidate them? 
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website is pulled down.” What photo? The 
“Massacre of the Birds,” answers Wild Bird 
Club of the Philippines’ Michael Lu. 

Grisly snapshots of shot birds, displayed on 
the Internet by the Bacolod Air Rifle Hunting 
Club and other groups, sparked the drive to 
muster 10,000 signatures to curb this slaugh- 
ter The petition “requests media to cover 
shocking activities of these bands,” Lu ex- 
plains. Public revulsion may prod the govern- 
‘ment to enforce RA 9147. On paper, this law 
protects wildlife. Neglect renders it inutile. 

Routine browsing of the Net by Josef 
Sagemuller sparked the clubs infuriated 
protest. “Nothing prepared (us) for the ‘Quar- 
1y and Photos section of Bacolod Air Rifle 
Hunting Club's ghastly website,” says Lu. "The 
photos displayed hundreds of slaughtered 
doves, mallards, whistling ducks and snipes.” 

"It was unbelievable,” the petition says. “One 
man in the pictures has more dead ducks around 
hisneck than we've ever seen in the wild.” 

The same carnage is repeated by clubs in Is- 
abela, Albay, Palawan, Cotabato, etc. They 
boast in other websites: from geocities “Birds 
We Hunt" to airgun blogs. “This screaming in- 
justice is illegal,” the petition adds. 

Of course, it is. But in this country, “the ille- 
gal we do immediately" to paraphrase Henry 
Kissinger. "The unconstitutional takes a lite 
longer" 

Scientists estimate that the Philippines has 
580 bird species. They range from the Philippine 
eagje to the new-to-science gail, discovered in 
Babuyan Islands in May 2004 by British and Fil- 
pino scientists, led by Carmela Espanola. They 
found 200 pairs of these unique fghtless birds, 
reports Forktail, the journal of Asian ornithology. 

Like rivers, birds make up a unique and sensi- 
tive early warning system. When rivers dry up, or 
birds disappear, it signals that “the environment 
is under such stress that species which lived in 
them for thousands of years, can no longer sur- 
vive," the Philippines Red Data Book notes. 

Birds curb insect infestation and scatter 


IWASNT JUST THE ONLY NON-MUSLIM IN 
the program I went to a couple of weeks ago in 
the United Kingdom. I was also the only one 
(of eight) whose country enjoys a free press. 

Pakistan still reels from Pervez Musharraf's 
martial law and though he has promised to liftit 
as president, nobody expects dramatic leeway 
in joumalistic reporting any time soon. 
Bangladesh, as a friend of mine who writes а 
newspaper column there told me, was freer in 
previous years, but not so lately after the care- 
taker government of Fakruddin Ahmed de- 
clared emergency rule last January And various 
restrictions on the press, political and religious, 
apply in Turkey, Jordan and Egypt. The Philip- 
pines was enviable from that perspective and 
my friends did not care to hide their envy. 

Tewas true, Isaid. We had a free press, which 
for all its faults—most of them had the impres- 
sion our reportorial standards were not particu- 
larly high—was something Filipinos, journalists 
or not, could be proud of. Two things, however, 
I said, ought to be pointed out about that free 
press. (ше “press” to refer to media generally) 

The first is that that press freedom owes to the 
press and not to the government. My reason for 
saying that is that when people say a country en- 
оу а free press, they normally attribute it to the 
liberalism or magnanimity of government and 
not to the fortitude or vigilance of the press. They 
normally attribute it to the willingness of the 
government to tolerate criticism and not to the 
determination of the press to brook no fetter. 

‘The recent events in this country should suf- 
ficiently dispel that notion. Twice already in 
the last couple of years, the current regime has 
tried to muzzle media, finding in the attempts 
by some groups to challenge it an excuse to do 
зо. The first was early last year, after Danilo 
Lim's aborted “withdrawal of support" when 
PP 1017 put the country under a state of emer- 
gency and imposed restrictions on the press. 
The press refused to be cowed, defying the re- 
strictions almost as soon as they were laid 
down. I myself suspect that if the press had 
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seeds. But they run a gauntlet of official dis- 
dain, shrinking forest habitats, pollution, 
traps—and airguns. A University of British 
Columbia study warned a decade ago: “If the 
present rate of hunting persists in the shrink- 
ing North Negros Forest Reserve, 20 percent of 
trees would not regenerate.” 

Deforestation saw “a number of bird species 
disappear from Cebu, Negros, Panay and Min- 
doro," a United Nations study noted. "Of hi 
est priority for conservation are Indonesia's 
Lower Sundas, Eastern Himalayas, Luzon (es- 
pecially Mindoro).” 

Negros’ primary forest cover is less than 4 
percent. There, the tube-nosed fruit bat is 
probably down to one percent of its original 
population, says Chicago's Field Museum. In 
denuded Mindoro, a shrew, three unusual ro- 
dent species and at least two fruit bats listed in 
the 1997 Philippine Red Data Book are among 
those critically threatened. 

Cebu is the country’s most thoroughly defor- 
ested island. Once, it had 14 species and sub- 
species of birds found nowhere else in the world. 
‘Three of these are now extinct and, as Viewpoint 
noted on Feb. 17, 2004, "they are now numbered 
among the feathered desaparecidos." 

“All but one of those still living have fewer 
than 100 individuals in the entire popula- 
tion... One is the exquisite Cebu flowerpecker. 
Its the most endangered species of bird in the 
‘world. Only four individuals are known to be 
alive.” Unless hunters got to them since. 

Destruction of rain forests, plus hunters, 
may have doomed these birds. “Overall, the 
Philippines today has the most severely endan- 
gered plant and animal communities on 
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hesitated there, government would have gone 
on to make life miserable for it. 

‘The second was just a couple of weeks ago 
when the police made it a point to show it 
‘would give rebels and media alike no quarter. 
Like biblical rain which falls on the good and 
the bad, Malacafiang’s wrath would fall on the 
innocent and the guilry Again, the press rose at 
once to denounce it in editorials and TV 'com- 
mentaries. The authorities have since back- 
tracked from their demands on TV reporters in 
particular surrendering their tapes to them. 

That is not to speak of the libel charges the 
First Gentleman filed against a score of journal- 
ists, which the offending journalist responded to 
by offending him some more in the form of a 
counter-suit. Mike Arroyo eventually withdrew 
his case. But again I suspect that had the press 
been timid in both cases, government would 
have been emboldened to raise the iron fist on it. 

‘The second point that ought to be raised about 
press freedom in this country is far more subtle 
and interesting. We do enjoy press freedom, 
notwithstanding the massacre of journalists in 
the countryside over the last couple of years, 
which has been curbed only by the loud protests 
of the international press community over this 
country’s “culture of impunity” The murder of 
the journalists, cause for monumental concern as 
itis, has certainly not dampened the spirits of the 
national press, which continues to expose and 
‘oppose, exorcise and criticize, perorate and vitu- 
perate. The sheer volume of scandals it has ex- 
posed in the later half of this year alone testifies 
toits vibrancy in that respect. 

The power of the free press is that it is able 


earth," Conservation International points out. 
“It (ranks) first in the world for the number 
(40) of endangered and critically endangered 
unique bird species." 

We also hold this added distinction: “The 
Philippines is third highest in the world (after 
Indonesia and Brazil, which are more than 20 
times larger) for the number of globally threat- 
ened bird species.” Among these, 172 are “en- 
demic” or unique to the Philippines. And 75 
are listed as endangered. 

“Most birds today barely survive in a narrow 
band of low-land forest around a few moun- 
tain peaks,” Conservation International notes. 
“Шера! logging and clearing for subsistence 
farms cut that forest band ever thinner. In 
some cases, the damage is greater, sadly defini- 
tive and irreversible.” 

And air guns blast the survivors. 

The Philippine bare-backed bat is now ex- 
tinct, "Iris one of the first species to test, and 
verify, the horrible prediction of impending ex- 
tinction for one-third to two-thirds of tlie 
species of mammals unique to the Philip- 
pines,” says Conservation International, 

Do these stark facts mean anything to these 
hunters? We cannot wait to find out, says Lu. 
He urges all to save those grisly website photos 
before outrage moves the authors to sweep 
them under the rug. Those who would like to 
make common cause can sign on. Their peti- 
tion is available on this website address: 
http:www.thepetitionsite/1/revolting-local- 
bird-massacre-website. 

Perhaps one of the more poignant com- 
ments on this "massacre of the birds" can be 
found in the graduation address that National 
Scientist Dioscoro Umali delivered at the Uni- 
versity ofthe Philippines just before his death: 

“Your children will no longer thrill, as we 
once did, to the heart-stopping dive of a hawk. 
‘We've stripped the land of its beauty. And the 
bitter tragedy is: the victims are our grandchil- 
dren—flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone.” 
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to expose the truth—or a reasonable facsimile 
thereof—about the way we live, not least 
about how we are governed, and by doing so 
ensures a better quality of it. But that power is 
based on a couple of premises. One is that by 
exposing wrongdoing, the pressis able to suffi- 
ciently embarrass those who commit it, 
‘enough to compel them to resign and/or slink 
away from public sight. Two is that by expos- 
ing wrongdoing, the press is able to rouse the 
public to violent indignation, enough to force 
‘wrongdoers to resign and/or slink away from 
public sight whether they want to or not. 

That is the case for example today in Britain, 
where the press has sufficiently embarrassed 
government over the issue of illegal campaign 
contributions, and stoked public outrage over 
it, twice in a row in less than a year. That is the 
case for example in Japan where a prime minis- 
ter has resigned because of charges of corrup- 
tion and a minister of agriculture has hanged 
himself to spare his family the shame of it 

‘That is not the case in our country, and 
there's the rub. The problem is not that we do 
not have a free press or that the direst threats 
are poised against it. The problem is that we 
have a press that is free to expose scandal after 
scandal, but the scandalous are no longer 
bothered by it and the public is no longer scan- 
dalized by it. Elsewhere in the world, Christian 
or Muslim, tyrants muzzle the press to stop the 
rot about them from being bruited about and 
sparking a public outcry. Here, there's no need 
хо. Public officials do not particularly care to be 
called crooks, and the public does not particu- 
larly care to be called citizens. It's all very well 
to be free to shame wrongdoers particularly in 
high places. But what if the wrongdoers in high 
places are just as free to be shameless? It's all 
very well to have the power to damn the 
damnable. But what if the public has resigned 
itself only to powerlessness? 

Sometimes you wonder which is bet- 
ter—the attentiveness of repression or the 
blitheness of freedom. 
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PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO CAME OUT 
in a recent Pulse Asia survey being regarded by 
over 40 percent of the population as "the most 
corrupt president? even more corrupt than the 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos and the only president 
convicted of corruption, Joseph Estrada. There 
may be those who will argue that the perception 
is grossly exaggerated inasmuch as nothing could 
beat the corruption of the Marcos regime, with 
billions stashed away in foreign accounts. While 
it’s true that the Arroyo administration has been 
hounded by a lot of corruption issues involving 
Palace cronies and Cabinet members, it cannot be 
denied that the perception of being the most cor- 
тирї stems in large part from the inordinately 
large attention devoted by media to these issues. 

During the Marcos regime, there was strict 
censorship. Tales of fabulous wealth stashed 
abroad were spun by the “mosquito press" in its 
twilight years, but its reach was limited. In the 
Estrada years, the anti-Erap sentiment erupted 
full blast only in the months following Chavit 
Singson's exposé and the Senate trial. Until 
then there were only whispers of midnight 
deals cooked up by his Chinoy cronies, such as 
those involving pension funds, and allegations 
of snuggling by ‘mistresses, which were never 
scrutinized as meticulously as current contro- 
versies are now, In GMA's case, the largely anti- 
administration media have thrived on exposés 
spun from endless hearings held by the opposi- 
tion-dominated Senate. 

In a recent conversation on СМА$ post-Penin- 
sula fate, I opined (and this view is shared by 
some observers) that despite rebellions, coup and 
impeachment attempts and call for her resigna- 
tion, GMA will be safely ensconced in power until 
2010. I suppose this will ruin Christmas for the 
GMA haters, but this is the reality. One reason is 
that political parties are already gearing for the 
next elections. Another is that citizens are fa- 
tigued by efforts to oust her and just want to get 
on with their lives. Lets hope that in these last 
two and a half years, GMA will devote herself to 
truly meaningful governance, stamping out the 
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corruption plaguing her administration and fin- 
ishing the projects she has launched. It's precious 
time that shouldn't be wasted. 

Т normally object to renaming streets as it af- 
fects our people's sense of history. But the re- 
naming of Florida Street in Ermita to Maria Yla- 
gan Orosa Streets truly meritorious, for she was 
an exceptional woman from a distinguished 
family (to which also belongs National Artist for 
Dance Leonor Orosa Goquinco and Star's famed 
music critic Rosalinda "Baby" Orosa). The 
daughter of Simplicio Orosa and Julianna Yla- 
gan of Taal, Batangas, Maria earned her bache- 
lors and masters degrees in pharmaceutical 
chemistry from Washington University in 1919 
but opted to give up a job there as assistant state 
chemist to return to her native country. Prior to 
the renaming of Florida Street, the late President 
Carlos P Garcia officially declared Nov 29 
“Home Extension Day" to coincide with her 
birthday. Both acts of government were in grati- 
tude for her invaluable pioneering innovations 
and experiments in plant utilization, food pre- 
servation and canning since 1935, which have 
incalculably enriched the Pinoy diet for over six 
decades and continue to serve asa mine of scien- 
tific data until this day The more than 700 
recipes she prepared and kitchen-tested have 
likewise enriched countless cookbooks. 

A passionate nationalist, Maria utilized native 

tables and fruits in food tion to mini- 
mize the importation of food products, e.g., native 
cassava as substitute for wheat flour and calaman- 
si, mango and "santolada" concentrates in place of 
bottled foreign drinks. Before Del Monte ever 


thought of making vinegar from pineapple, she 
was doing before Worl The eet te 
came up with to help the people, especially during 
the war years, were infinite and beneficial, e.g., vi- 
tamin В-1 or thiamin-rich rice bran for nursing 
mothers suffering from beri-beri, powdered со- 
conut flour for biscuits and cookies, and agar from 
seaweed. She pioneered in the dehydration of 
food stufis and pickling of vegetables. She also de- 
vised a process of canning food for the guerrillas 
and evolved “magic food” from powdered soy 
beans to feed the war hungry 

As head of the Bureau of Plant Industry's Plant 
Utilization Division, Maria, who was a captain in 
Marking’s Guerillas, kept 400 stranded students 
in Manila employed and fed, while sending food 
to the soldiers and foreign internees and patients 
in various camps and hospitals. When peace set- 
tied, she hamessed her phenomenal energies to 
help the citizenry rehabilitate their lives through. 
the Home Extension Service she founded. Unfor- 
tunately, during the Allied reconquest, Maria 
steadfastly refused to evacuate to Batangas with 
her family, saying, “I cannot abandon my work.” 
She died in the line of duty on Feb. 13, 1945, hit 
twice by shrapnel from friendly fire. 


The latest socio-civic involvement of the SM 


for the poor and book donations for barangay 
and provincial libraries and textbooks for 
In е school and library идиште propram 
е school assistance 

SM has formed a partnership with Bato-Balani 
Foundation wherein the latter will help solicit 
books for the SM Foundation’s "Donate-A- 
Book” program based in its various malls 
around the country. This pet project of SM top 
‘executive Tessie Sy-Coson is meant to address 
the shortage of books in public schools and cul- 
tivate interest in reading. This year alone, SM's 
‘book project has collected some 252,000 books 
and reading materials mostly from suppliers of 
SM Malls, mall tenants and shoppers. More on 
this laudable project next time. 


The light of the home 


‘THIS BOOK CONVINCES ME THAT NO MOTHER, 
if it could be helped, should ever leave her family 
to work abroad for a long, long stretch of time. 
‘That is not the book's expressed objective and nei- 
ther is it trying to find economic solutions to stop 
the endless stream of mothers leaving for jobs far 
away from their homes. But solutions to the coll 
eral damage are in the offing. 

“Nawala ang Ilaw ng Tahanan: Case Studies of 
Families Left Behind by OFW Mothers” tells us what 
happens when the mother is away for long. The title 
alludes to mothers as light and translates as “the 
light of the home has gone.” That description of the 
state of affairs in the domestic front came from the 
families left behind themselves. They know what it 
is like, they remember the day the light went out. 

The little book is a compilation of case studies 
by psychotherapist and prolific book author Ma. 
Lourdes Arellano-Carandang, and psychologists 
Beatrix Aileen Sison and Christopher Carandang. 
Ten OFW families are featured, each of them with 
the individual profiles of fathers and children 
(and mothers in some cases), their feelings, 
world views, hopes and problems, as well as how 
they cope and find solutions. Plus more solutions, 
but this is getting ahead of the review. 

The cases are presented in a simple, suaightfor- 
ward manner, meaning they are easy reading. They 
are not written in a literary or featurized journalism 
style with fancy phrases and colorful details. 

The approach used is the family-systems ap- 
proach with a clinical-phenomenological method, 
Which means going into the inner dynamics of the 
families and even into the realm of feelings. Pro- 
jective techniques such as drawings also help. 

These are families with real names, nicknames 
and faces, each one different from the other, but 
with so many commonalities in the way they cope 
with the absence of a most important member of 
the family: the mother. Yes, first and foremost, the 
mother (as the title says), not simply the wife. 

‘After reading all the case studies, 1 could see 
that it is as mother that "ilaw ng tahanan” is 
missed. It is the absence of his children's mother 
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that the husband must deal with first. And so if 
the case studies give much attention to husbands 
(including their own growing-up years), it is in 
order to show how they cope with the burden of 
parenting that is thrust upon them. 

"Макау? is how some left-behind fathers refer 
to themselves, with some self-deprecating humor, 
for sure. "Na" from nanay or mother and "tay" 
from tatay or father. Oh, but if may digress, Thad 
done a story on a ef behind husband-father who 
performed his dual role with aplomb, with nary a 
trace of self-pity. 

But itis the children—yes, the individual chil- 
dren—who feel their mother's absence in a very 
individual way. The eldest adolescent, the middle 
child, the one sent away to live with a grandma, 
the young ones who couldn't remember the day 
their mother left, the baby of the family—each 
опе feels the absence in his or her own way. Each 
one acts out feelings, copes differently. 

This is not a case of a mother permanently 
gone because of death or separation. This is a 
case of she is there but she is not there. Ambiva- 
lent and mixed feelings are to be expected. 

Inthe Baltazar family itis the adolescent who ex- 
presses the conflict: malungkot na masaya, (sad but 
happy). “(The daughter) longs for her mother but 
appreciates the money her mother sends. She copes 
with the help of her bestfriend, TY, sports, school 
and chores. She wishes her father were ‘strong, 
таша She sees through his Тт perfect veneer” 

The Fernandez family has been able to adjust. 
well mainly because of the father’s openness to 
change and his willingness to take over the do- 
mestic front. Add to that Arcadio Fernandez's sta- 


ble and loving relationship with his wife. 

Daughter Jeralyn, 16, feels good that her fa- 
ther constantly asks him how she is doing 
("palaging kinokumusta"). She feels the great op- 
timism and this has helped her cope. 

But there are problem husbands, as there are 
problem fathers. Men who can't cope and who 
take to drinking, gambling and even physically 
hurting the children. 

The Lirios are perhaps the most problematic. A 
son, Gio, feels resentment and does not appreci- 
ate his mother's sacrifice. “He thinks that her 
staying with the family instead of leaving is a big- 
ger sacrifice. NOT to leave is a bigger sacrifice 
than to leave... His way of coping is through 
friends, school and his music.” 

A whole section is devoted to analyses of situa- 
tions, highlighting the coping mechanisms that 
work positively and why, what should be encour- 
aged (expressive activities like art, play, etc), 
what should be discouraged (expensive toys, ob- 
session with gadgets and games). What is the role 
of the school, the church and the community? 

It must be added here that a number of moth- 
ers in the cases presented left on such short no- 
tice, leaving their children instantly sad and lost 
and without understanding the reason for leav- 
ing. What could be worse than this? And if there 
is no deep and caring relationship between the 
father and the children, what happens next? 

One of the suggestions raised in the book is the 
setting up of support groups for fathers at the 
barangay level. It can be called AMMA Nurturing 
Center (AMMA stands for Ama na Magaling Mag- 
aruga ng Anak—fathers who are great in caring 
for children). 

Carandang, Sison and Carandang suggest that 
ateam of psychologists and volunteers work with 
the government to start such pilot centers. These 
could then be duplicated in other barangays. 

These should bring'some light back to many 
homes. 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


A limited and limiting consensus 


FOR TOO MANY OF US, THE BOTTOM LINE IS 
the Marcosian belief that "nothing succeeds like 
success.” However, that doesn't mean that eriti- 
cisms, particularly against the opposition leveled 
by people who believe success is the only thing 
that matters, have no basis or usefulness. 

Iwon't speak for organizations I belong to, be- 
cause they operate by means of consensus. One 
can vigorously debate organizational positions, 
but in the end one complies or leaves. So far, Ive. 
seen no reason to disengage from any of the orga- 
nizations to which I belong. 

‘That being said, I have my own views. In opposi- 
tion meetings, I do speak out, and one thing I say of- 
ten enough is that we shouldn't engage in fights for 
the sake of fighting. When the third impeachment 
complaint was filed, for example, I supported ef- 
forts to fortify the complaint, and rescue it from its 
obviously administration-serving objectives. But I 
also said that if there wasn't any chance of a fair 
hearing or for the improvements (which any fair- 
minded person could see were superior tothe origi- 
nal complaint) to be entertained, then the opposi- 
tion should be prepared to simply walk away. 

After all, to give credit where credit is due, on 
the whole the opposition learned from the first 
two unsuccessful impeachment attempts and re- 
alized it has to do its homework well, because the 
public wasn't interested in half-assed complaints. 
‘The problem is that the opposition got it coming 
and going: when it is beaten to the gun, people 
‘complained; if it tried to jump the gun, people 
‘would have complained, too. But better to show 
the opposition was prepared to hold its fire in fa- 
vor ofa substantial complaint, than simply join in 
the fray willy-nilly. 

Obviously the discussion in opposition circles 
got heated; there were some who insisted that if 
any avenue opened up, seize it and milk it for what 
ivs worth. 'm happy that on the whole, the opposi- 
tion decided not to fall into the trap and after sub- 
mitting a superior complaint, when it saw the ad- 
ministration majority had other priorities in mind, 
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it simply didn't dignify the disreputable exercise. 

Which leaves a year to compile the evidence 
for another complaint, the problem being of 
course that it also means that the first two com- 
plaints issues have gone stale and this year's pret- 
ty meaty ones, just might, too. Not least because 
just when things were heating up, part of the op- 
position in the Senate called off the hearings and 
5o gave the administration a free pass. 

It is necessary to pursue confrontation but not 
for the sake of confrontation, particularly in a situ- 
ation where too many defeats strengthen the ad- 
ministration and allow it to summon support from 
those who believe that success is its own reward. 

Then again, I also believe that you have to be in 
it for the long haul, and an elementary aspect of 
politics is going beyond preaching to the convert- 
ed and gaining new converts. This means accord- 
ing the skeptical and the uncooperative a basic 
modicum of respect, including recognizing their 
desire for some sort of stabili 

Ifthis means essentially participating in a fight 
with one hand tied behind your back, because the 
public wills it and doesn't care if the government 
not only fights with both gloves on but horse- 
shoes in its gloves, then so be it. You're after the 
Jong term and that means recognizing that even- 
tually, all the excuses of the tacit and overt sup- 
porters of the administration will be proven false. 
For example, all the yammering to "give her until 
2010." Well, you can't rush it until 2008, 2009 or 
early 2010 rolls around, and they have no choice 
but to see that oops, she isn't operating by that 
deadline, is she? This isthe clear signal being sent 


by the revival of Charter change, after all. 

‘At which point you have to bear in mind that 
people will be even more hostile because they 
‘were proven wrong, but it would be nice to be 
able not to wave fingers at them but to embrace 
them, even belatedly, as they join the fight. 

‘And even if she steps down, at least you kept 
her on her toes until then, and who knows, it 
might just be that keeping her off balance pre- 
vented her exploring extension options. So, no 
regrets, either. 

“There is a strong point to be made that what Sen. 
Antonio Trillanes IV did was brought about by the 
inflexibility of the administration and that foolishly 
or not, he et the chips fall where they may, which is 

ing other groups don't want to risk. But also, 
that the move unduly antagonized a public already 
coming to see, via ZTE, etc., that the administration 
hasno moral standing and that "Let him who has no 
sin cast the first stone” is a bogus argument, which 
may suit the Son of God but not participants in a 
secular political culture. You don't have to be 
blameless to cast the first stone; innocence is irrele- 
vant when pursuing such issues. Either the issue on 
йз own has merit, regardless who is pursuing it, or 
the issue is irrelevant. 

For now, there is a consensus that governs po- 
litical action. It is a consensus that serves the ad- 
ministration best of all but for now, we ought to 
respect it isas a sign of good faith and submission 
to the principle of majority rule. The consensus? 
Keep it peaceful, keep it constitutional, but know- 
ing that disobedience and defiance can be consti- 
tutional, too. 

‘To respect this consensus is to pave the way for 
the day when the rationales run out, and then 
people willow you gave them the benefit ofthe 
doubt in terms of the limits they wanted to im- 
pose and they'll be prepared to give you the bene- 
fitof the doubt, too. 

Again, this is my view and one not necessari 
shared by other people opposed to the President 
and her people. 
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Angels without wings 


"YOU KNOW YOUR GUARDIAN ANGELS WILL BE SAD IF 
you lie to teacher,” I told my nursery kids one time after I saw 
crayon marks on their tables. Right then and there, one of my 
pupils said: "Tm sorry teacher, itis mel" 

That brought me back to my childhood. I remembered 
hearing this from my teachers, too. 

In church, they speak about angels, too. For one reason or 
another, we grow пр ———— — —————— ——— 
believing in angels. 
When a person joins 
God in Heaven, he 
becomes an angel to 
the people he has 
touched. 

A few months ago, 
Iwas in Singapore to 
visit my niece Erin, 
who underwent a liv 
er transplant at Glee - РОТЕ ЩО ЕРА 
neagles Hospital. I was struggling with a lot of worries. But 
nothing compared to the pain Erin, my sister, brother-in-law 
and the rest of our family were going through. I thought it 
would be self-centered to focus on my own anguish. I stayed 
with my family, and made sure Iwas not left alone. 

A few days before we left Singapore, Papa asked me to go 
with him to a nearby mall. He handed me $50 and told me I 
could stroll around and buy anything I wanted. While he was 
enjoying his coffee, I went to Borders (a bookstore). 

T love reading books, but at that time I did not have any 
book in mind, Then, I noticed a pink Bible. Without hesita- 
tion, I bought it. The Bible cost almost $50. I remembered 
my uncle, Bishop Ambo David, reminding us always about 
the importance of reading the Bible, and what it can do to 
our lives. 

True, reading the Bible made me realize a lot of things. But 
Iwas still hurting. We all get hurt, and we need time to sob 
and mourn. 

‘That night, feeling the need to be alone, I went down to 
the lobby of the hospital and sat on a couch, Then as I was 
about to start crying, I heard someone bursting in tears. She 
was a beautiful woman, perhaps a couple of years older than 
me. She was holding а cell phone. 

T approached her and asked, “Are you OK? Do you need 
someone to talk to?" 

She was a complete stranger to me, yet I felt sorry for her. 
And right there and then, I thought I might be luckier than 
her, and that I should be thankful for what I had. After a 
while, she walked away, still sobbing. 

The following morning, 1 woke up feeling more calm and 
secure. I was thankful that the woman had become an “an- 
gel” tome that night. She saved me from my distress even #1 
barely knew her. 

‘Anyone can be an angel. Every day, we meet them in unex- 
pected situations. Unfortunately, we often fail to see them 
even if they leave us with a deep impression. And they can be 
anyone, like Erin, my parents, friends, the people we have 
hurt or who have abandoned us—even strangers, like the 
‘woman in the hospital. 


Younc BLooD 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Lala Abes, 25, is a graduate of Miriam College and works as a 
preschool teacher at Pediamorphosis House. 


Illegitimate 


Kristine Jane A. Esperacion 


1 HAVE NEVER COMPLAINED ABOUT IT, ВОТ I MUST ASK 
"why. I suppose there are many of us who were born out of 
wedlock. But at my age of 16, I suppose I am not too young 
and certainly not too old to ask why. 

A year and some months before I was created, my older 
sister had the dreadful burden of absorbing the sins of the 
world. Now I suppose you'll be asking why my mom had to 
make the same mistake twice. Ido not know much about this 
kind of love, and it’s a pain to hear that thing about love be- 
ing able to conquer all. 

So what was the problem? She had everything she want- 
ed, except the time of her parents. They were too busy 
preparing for their children’s future, There were five chil- 
dren, well-fed three times a day, educated in the top schools 
in the city and blessed with intelligence. On the other hand, 
according to some people I talked with, my father was the 
boy next door, intelligent and handsome, but unfortunately 
not very well off or poor or whatever you call someone lack- 
ing in material things. Thus, my mom's parents were not 
very happy to see their young girl running around with a guy 
who seemed totally lacking of the potential to provide for 
their future. 

But mama had the spirit of a wild mare, and she was defi- 
ant. She had been deprived of her freedom of speech, which 
she gracefully accepted. But this was her chance to exercise 
her freedom. She wasn't sure if her decision would change 
the situation for the better, but she bravely took the chance. 

Icannot say much about my father. I cannot blame him for 
not being able to fight for my mom. I do not know if he even 
tried to be a hero and did anything in her defense. But even if 
he didn't, 1 still wish him well. 

Mom had every opportunity to abort us, and free herself 
of disgrace and future regrets. Instead, she courageously ac- 
cepted us together with the greatest responsibility of a grow- 
ing woman. 

“There was not a night when she thought of us as mistakes. 
Thave never heard her say it, but I can feel it all the time. For 
every single day with her feels like the most perfect day cre- 
ated by God. She has given us all the love she can give, and 
all the caring, and all the time that her parents could have 
given her, the way she wanted it to be given. 

‘There are times, when papa creeps into our conversations. 
Мата has never spoken ill of him. The only time she did, or 1 
thought she did, was when she wondered why I didn't have 
my father's aptitude for math. 

“That part always gave us something to laugh about. Any- 
way, she would add, Thad the good luck to have the shape of 
her eyes, the pleasantness of her laughter and the beauty of 
heart. 

But that part about intelligence or the lack of it hardly 
matters, I always try to make up for any shortcomings in that 
department by diligence and hard work. 

Томе everything to my mom—to her utmost dedication, 
patience and perseverance. А sentence, a book and a lifetime 
of writings will never be enough to capture the sacrifices she 
has made to make us what we are now. 

So here 1am today Although I have a very good relation- 
ship with my grandparents, who had to drive papa away, 
many questions remain in my head. Since my mom and my 
grandparents did everything they could to make my life a 
happy one, I know I ought not to care anymore. I may never 
get to know my papa, or what he looks like, or where he 
lives. But if by some chance we happen to meet, I would 
tweak his nose and tell him: “Hey, Pa, I've grown responsible 
while you were not around. It’s such a pity you let go of a for- 
tune, and the fortune's fortune." 


Kristine Jane A. Esperacion, 16, is a senior at Dagupan City 
National High School. 
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FESTIVE REVELRY 
24 & 25 December 
Christmas Holiday Specials 
at The Tivoli, Tin Hau 

& Paseo Uno 


Holi Ere A 


4с Mandarin Oriental, Manila { 


31 December & 1 January 
New Year Gourmet Feast 
at The Tivoli, Tin Hau 


HOLIDAY ROOM PACKAGES & Pasco Uno», 


14 to 30 December 2007 and 1 to 6 January 2008 
Luxurious accommodation choices start at P4,000++ 

single or twin, inclusive of American Buffet Breakfast. 

No charge for children below 12 years old sharing room 

with parents. For Philippine residents including expats 

with ACR. For reservations сай 819 9682 to 84, or 750 8888. 


ЮЧ“ GOODIES & TREATS 

P until 31 December 

the Mandarin Deli 

ч, and the. Mandarin Oriental 

х и Gateway Mall 
hampers and more. 


25 December, 12 pm to 3 pm 
Bring the children over ro — 
the Paseo Uno, The Tivol, Tin Н: 
Captain's Bar and Mandarin Deli to» 
meet Santa as he makes his rounds. 
Have a camera ready to capture yf 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS Ae 
24 December, 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 


the special moment, 
Ac the Capri Bar de ented 


of the sizzling sirens 


‘Media, 


Peace Children’s Choir relives the story ofthe all-girl band Mocis, 
of the Nativity ar a musical performance. Ss wecountdown №, Зу 
зы toan exciting 2008. UR 


HOLY MASS” j 
24 Decembét, 10 pm at the Ballroom 
1 Jamary 11 am atthe Lobby Lounge, ^ 


FOR ENQUIRIES i 
AND RESERVATIONS, 
PLEASE CALL 750 8888. 


WY 
MANDARIN ORIENTAL 
a MANILA, аз ~ | 
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For nation’s sake, resign! 


"Come let us walk in the light of the Lord!” 
(Isaiah 2:5) 

“Let us then throw off the works of darkness 
and put the armor of light.” (Rom. 13:11) 


AS WE CELEBRATE THE SEASON ОР ADVENT, 
ме are invited to be awake and prepared. Ad- 
vent means, "coming or arrival,” thus we must 
be ready to receive the message of God's com- 
ing through the Messiah. We need advent to re- 
mind us that justice and peace will be achieved 
in the future amid the signs of the times. 

‘The Order of Carmelites Justice and Peace 
and Integrity of Creation shares the call of 
prophet Isaiah and Apostle Paul “that people 
‘will come together in the Lord's name. Wars 
will cease and there will be peace.” 

We respond to this challenge as we face the 
darkness brought by the glaring issues of large- 
scale corruption, human rights crisis and eco- 
nomic plunder that still await truthful and just 
resolution. 

We mourn for poor 12-year-old Mariannet 
Amper who ended her life by hanging because 
of extreme poverty. We are scandalized by the 
‘wave of corruption and bribery, including the 
anomalous NBN-ZTE deal and the distribution 
of “early Christmas gifts” to win over congress- 
men and governors to the side of the adminis- 
tration. The multimillion-peso anomalies 
leave our people ever more dispossessed, in- 
cluding the P728-million fertilizer scam, the 
$2-million пра power plant payoff, the P28- 
billion NorthRail project, the P200-million 
Jose Pidal bank account, the P1.3-billion Mega 


Quezon's crab mentality 


WE WRITE IN RESPONSE TO MANUEL L. 
Quezon III's Dec. 3 column “War freaks." 

Instead of writing an intelligent analysis ofthe 
‘Peninsula Manila incident, Quezon descended to 
name-calling and mudslinging, which are the 
preferred tools of mediocre writers. He maligned 
the best legal minds in the Senate today, like Sen- 
ators Miriam Defensor-Santiago, Juan Ponce En- 
rile and Joker Arroyo, in order to prop up the im- 
age of his favorite senator. 

We wish to point out to Quezon that Senator 
Santiago's qualifications make her а worthy 
nominee to the International Court of Justice 
(CJ). She holds LLM and JD degrees from the 
University of Michigan, isa Magsaysay Awardee 
for government service and has served in all 
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Pacific-Comelec comput- > 
erization scam, and the Pu 
Р1Л-ЫШоп Macapagal 

Boulevard overpriced LETTERS 
contract. 

While prices ofbasiccom- — 7 ^ = 
 modities steadily increase, no substantial wage 
and salary hikes have been implemented and 
excessive taxes continue to burden the poor. 
While disasters and ever-deepening poverty 
continue to grip the nation, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo and more than 30 administration 
lawmakers, with their families tagging along, 
spent public funds for their trip to Europe. 

We join the cries for justice for all the victims 
of extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances 
and other human rights violations, the Glorietta 
blast and the Batasan bombing, and the massive 
militarization that has displaced hundreds and 
hundreds of civilian communities. 

Guided by our Carmelite Constitutions 111: 
"We live in a world full of injustice and disqui- 
et. It is our duty to contribute to the search for 
an understanding of the causes of these evils.” 

The morally bankrupt presidency that has 
governed with fraud and violence is clearly the 
Cause of evils in our nation today. We thus join 
the Filipino people in the pursuit of truth and 
justice. To save our people from the dark pow- 
'ers of this corrupt-ridden administration, for 
the good of the nation, Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo must step down now! 

—FR. JERRY SABADO, O.Carm., 
national convenor, O.Carm-PIC, 
26 Acacia St. Barangay Mariana, QC 


shows in column 


three branches of government as a regional trial 
court judge, a Cabinet secretary and a senator. 
By belittling the senator's accomplishments and 
questioning her nomination to the ICJ, Quezon 
demonstrated his crab mentality. 
Quezon's act of casting malicious aspersions 
on the lady senator from Iloilo neither ad- 
vanced his arguments nor won sympathy for 
the зепагог he was so eager to defend. It only 
served to highlight the ridiculousness of his ar- 
guments. Perhaps he was wearing the Magdalo 
soldier's wig while writing his column. 
—TOM TOLIBAS, 

Office of Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, 
Room 521-4, Senate of the Philippines, 

Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sug- 
gestions about the treatment of news and pho- 
tos by the Inquirer, you may write to the Read- 
ез Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 
897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 


cate inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such information is 
supplied. 
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n Pampanga, ‘jueteng | 
is STL, says new group ` 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE temptation ofaccepting jueteng money” “We call on gambling operators and 
all i Itcalled on military and police officialsto those who support them to stop taking 
government-run small town lot- «enforce the law and dismantle illegal gam- away the hard-earned money of our people 


tery (STL) is largely known to bling operations.” and to stop distorting the moral values of 
5 the Kapampangan and even Ле of oth 
many bettors in Pampanga aS Values pem dus this form: of gees в ы. 
“jueteng,” the chair of the Pampan- ^ itaskedpriests nuns and pastors to “pro- now present. We pray that your lifebeliber- “лан Е 
ga Anti-Gambling Council said. mote virtues and moral values” and urged ated from gambling,” the РАСС said. SMALLFRY. Alleged “jueteng” collectors fall in San Fernando City, 
Tp common folks, they don't call STI. as “iic leaders to be part of the crusade, Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon La Union. RISEBO G AGUNLDOICONTREUTOR 


‘STL? They call STL jueteng,” Fr. Marius 
Roque, РАСС chair, said at the launch of the 
council here on Tuesday. 

“It is still the same. It’s jueteng. Collec- 


tors go to houses and legalizing jueteng PIT] 

does not make it moral,” he said. G Е М е Г | n M 
In a manifesto, the PAGC said “jueteng 

and STL have threatened the moral values ч ) Е 

of our families... The betting transaction is -nt- 

E Point-of-Use Drinking Water System 

money to the bet collectors, there is no 

equal exchange of goods or services.” 


Questions 

“Moreover, we should ask the following 
questions: In the absence of accountability, 
where does the hard-earned money of the 
people go after it has been placed into the 
hands of those who gather bets? Where is 
the money of the community siphoned and 
channeled to?” he said. 

Roque said the PAGC wants to stop both 
illegal and legal gambling and will work for 
the cancellation of STL next year. 

“Шера! and legalized gambling... make 
powerful and influential the gambling oper- 
ators and some politicians who benefit from 
them,” said the manifesto signed by civil so- 
ciety leaders who also joined the launch of 
the Kapampangan Coalition Inc., by far the 
broadest civil society group in the province. 

Аз іс rallied bettors to stop trying their 
luck on jueteng, STL and other forms of 
gambling, РАСС asked government offi- 
cials and local executives to “resist the 
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Purify 700+ gallons per day instead of 50 with GE Merlin™ Reverse Ismosis water treatment system 


The clear advantage? 
700+ gallons of pure water a day 


GE infrastructure Water & Process Technologies introduces Merlin” , a new Reverse Osmosis water 
treatment system that does more than your regular water purifier. With 2 patented high-production, 
low-energy membranes instead of i, it reduces water impurities in up to 744 gallons that's up 
to 2,816 liters* of water per day, instead of only 10 to 50 gallons! 


it also has a continuous-flow water production that doesn't require a storage tank. No storage 
tank**, no water pump needed. No water pump,*** no electricity. Furthermore, it's made of high 


TONETTE OREASINQUIA CENTRAL LUZON 


САРТ. COLIN P Kelly Jr., the first American durability Noryl® providing years of dependable and rust-free service. Best of all, it's from GE. 
hero in World War If is officially honored by A brand known world-wide for quality appliances 

the Philippine government through a peace E = А 
memorial shrine at che Clark Freeport. tt home, or for commercial operations (restaurants, hotels, offices ond the like), Merlin provides 


quolity water filtration. 


1st US WWII hero The new GE Merlin” RO. Get the clear advantage. 
honored in Clark “At 50 psi (3.44 Бай, 77°F (25°C), 750 ppm NaC 


** At a permeate flow rate of. 89L/minute 
By Tonette Orejas *** At 40 psi [2.76 bar) 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CLARK FREEPORT—A SHRINE HONORING 
America’s first hero in World War II was inau- 
gurated here on Monday, the first to be built. 
in his name in the Philippines in post-US 
bases years. 

‘The opening of the Capt. Colin P Kelly Je 
Peace Memorial Shrine followed that of the 
naming after him of a US Navy vessel and a post 
office in Colin's hometown in Madison, Florida, 
according to Lt. Col. Clay Crawford, chief of the. 
US Air Force program of the Joint US Military 
Assistance program during the rites. 


os 


Speaking on behalf of US Ambassador FITS IN NICELY АТ YOUR SERVICE 

Kristie Kenney, Crawford said the heroism Water Quoi Association Gold Seol - _Stand-olone compact profile Custom high-flow foucet with air 

of Kelly then 26 and a B17 bomber pilot, in- NSP/ANSI S8 Certihed tokes up less space thon other оор) developed specifically for 
Л 1 pilot, ‘bulky systems, this system. 

spired the American nation after the Dec. 8, 


1941 bombing by the Japanese of Pearl 
Harbor in Hawaii. 

Clark, a former US Air Force Base until 
1991 and now an economic zone of the 
Philippine government, was an “extremely 
fitting” venue of the shrine, Crawford said. 

It has become the site of Balikatan mil 
tary exercises between Filipino and Ameri- 


can troops since 1999, he said. The joint 


7, 
war games resumed under the Visiting 


Forces Agreement. = 


The shrine, a 50-square meter raised inc at 843-3456 loc 402/403 or 0922-8543039. Free Installation and lifetime free service Nationwide. 


flower garden with Kelly’s statue on a stone ‘Available at leading Appliance & Home Improvement Stores. Also at the following GE showrooms: Level 4, Shangri-la, EDSA, Mandaluyong City Tel Nos: 831:8282/633-2906; 2/L 
pedestal, is “absolutely beautiful,” said бааша 1 айпа дррізпсо & Ноте DEC emen Eas иу Та No. S5 2216. МС HOME DEPOT FORT BONIPACI 32 па St. cor. Bonllaci Blvd. Global City Fort Bonifacio, 
PI КЪ cael bake No tee ато балда Tal’ No. 818-8875. Сай eU service hotline (02) 64-249 or visit our websites al www-cysingvetries.com, geappliances-philippines.com 


down Kelly Theater. 


GE imagination at work 


For a free corporate demo, contact CYA Indust 
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WHAT WENT 
Ч BEFORE 


IN MARCH 2007, Ombuds- 
man Merceditas Gutierrez or- 
dered the Отрийвттал 
Visayas to investigate the al- 
legedly overpriced survell- 
lance cameras installed in the 
cities of Cebu, Lapu-Lapu, and 
Mandaue in preparation for 
the 12th Asean Summit held 
їп Cebu in January this year. 

The government, through 
the Department of Public. 
Works and Highways, 

— | bought 42 surveillance cam- 
eras that were installed in the 
Asean ceremonial routes or 
the streets traversed by the 
heads of state and delegates. 

With a P90 million price 
tag, the cameras were re- 
ported to have cost the gov- 
ernment about P2 million 
each. 

It was local businessman 
Crisologo Saavedra's claims 
that prompted the Investiga- 
tion. Saavedra's firm, Peli- 
can/Cebesos Development 
Corp., lost to Manila-based 
Triton Communications In a. 
bidding for the survelllance. 
camera project. 

Philippine National Police 
officials have told investiga- 
tors from the Presidential 
Anti-Graft Commission that 
the PNP had not yet signed 
papers signifying that they 
were accepting the Triton 
cameras because those that 
have been delivered “did not 
match specifications.” Some 
units were reported to have 
been nonfunctional. 

Inquirer Research 


By Jolene R. Bulambot 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—A FORMER RE- 
gional director of the Department 
of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH and nine other govem- 
ment officials were charged with 
grave misconduct and graft for 
the purchase of P83 million worth 
of closed circuit TV (CCTV) cam- 
eras for the 12th Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) 
Summit held last January. 

Director Virginia Palanca-San- 
tiago, of the Visayas Ombuds- 
man, said the DPWH officials did 
not comply with bidding proce- 
dures under Republic Act No. 
9184, or the Goverment Pro- 
curement Act, when the depart- 
ment implemented the traffic 
surveillance equipment project. 

“We already upgraded the in- 
quiry into criminal and admin- 
istrative cases. We found that 
the process of bidding was not 
followed. We based our findings 
on the Commission on Audit re- 
port,” Santiago said. 

Former DPWH regional direc- 
tor Robert Lala, DPWH assistant 
regional director Marlinda Alvizo, 
Agustinito Hermoso, Luis Galang, 
Restituto Diano and other mem- 
bers of the bids and awards com- 
mittee and technical working 
group, headed by lawyer Ayaon 
Manggis, were also charged. 

The 12-page final evaluation 
report of associate graft investi- 
gator Roderick Blazo said there 
‘was no justification for the DP- 
WH officials to forego of bid- 
ding in the CCTV project. 

Blazo, in his report, said the 
DPWH should have scheduled 
the bidding earlier and short- 
ened the process to allow sup- 
pliers to meet their targets. 

At least 41 units of cameras 
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Across the NATION 
DPWH execs sued for scam in camera project 


were installed on Dec. 9, 2006 
along the Asean summit cere- 
monial route to enable the po- 
lice to monitor the convoy of 
Asean leaders. 

‘The case against the DPWH of- 
ficials stemmed from the plunder 
complaint fled by Crisologo 
Saavedra, project manager of 
Pelican Bay Group Inc. and Cebe- 
sos Development Corp., on the 
alleged irregular termination of 
the contract between Cebesos 
and the DPWH for the supply, de- 
livery and installation of traffic 
surveillance equipment. 

Saavedra accused DPWH of- 
ficials of favoring Triton Com- 
munications Corp. when it ter- 
minated the P79.8 million-con- 
tract with Cebesos, which won 
the bidding on Oct. 30, 2006. 

The DPWH issued a contract 
in the form of purchase order on 
Nov. 6 last year to Cebesos. But 
Lala, on Nov. 29, terminated the 
contract with Cebesos for its 
failure to supply the materials 
and equipment on Nov. 20. 

The following day DPWH 
awarded Triton Communica- 
tions Corp. the project worth 
P83 million and, on Dec. 9, 
Chief Insp. Jerry Leopoldo certi- 
fied that the installation of the 
cameras was completed even 
withont the authority of Chief 
‘Supt. Silverio Alarcio, police re- 
gional office chief. 

The Ombudsman said there 
was prima facie’ evidence that 
the DPWH caused injury to 
Saavedra when the contract 
was terminated in favor of Tri- 
ton Communications. 

Blazo, in an interview, said 
Leopoldo was not included in 
the charges because Alarcio filed 
a separate administrative and 
crimina] charge against Leopol- 
do atthe military Ombudsman. 


NEW LOWER 


Year-round Fares 


SEAT 


EXT 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2007 


BEST EVENT 


The Dinagyang Festival in Iloilo City was recently awarded by the National Convention of the 
Association of Tourism Operators (Atop) the Best Tourism Event in the country, its second in as 


many years. 


Palawan 
awaits P3-B 
windfall 
from gas 


PUERTO PRINCE- 
SA—The provincial 
government is ex- 
pecting the release 
of at least P3 billion 
as its royalty shares 
from the Malam- 
paya natural gas 
project in northern 


Manila to Xiamen NEW! 


3D / 2N Fun Tours packages for as iow as PhP 5,744** 


Sale Period: December 11 to 16, 2007 
Travel Period: January 1 to March 31, 2008 
Promo is non-refundable. 


Cebu to Bacolod or Butuan 
Manila to Laoag 


Sale & Travel Period: Ongoing until February 29, 2008 


Promo is non-refundable. 
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Palawan as part of 
ап agreement it 
forged with the na- 
tional government. 
‘The amountis less 
than the P12 billion 
earlier reported as 
the accumulated 
share of the province 
from the natural gas 
royalty currently be- 
ing contested by 
both partes at the 
Supreme Court. 
Royalties from the 
Camago-Malam- 
paya gas reserves off 
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El Nido town have 
accumulated since 
2002, with neither 
the national govern- 
ment nor the provin- 
cial government be- 
ing able to utilize the 
funds because of the 
legal dispute on 
sharing. 

Describing фе 
provisional interim 
agreement as а 
"breakthrough" їп 
the dispute, Vice 
Gov. David Ponce de 
leon told ше 
provincial board on 
Tuesday that the un- 
freezing of the funds 


Cebu to Поћо 
Manila to Legaspi 


Cebu to Cagayan de Oro Clark • Davao • Kalibo 
Puerto Princesa + Zamboanga 

Davao to Поћо NEWI 
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Manila to Boracay (Caticlan) NEW! Starting Feb. 29, 2008 
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would help major 
provincial projects. 

“The joint utiliza- 
tion of this money 
will ensure the 
speedy implementa- 
Чоп of projects iden- 
tified in the annual 
investment plan of 
the province,” De 
Leon said. 

He explained, 
however, that the ac- 
tual amount to be re- 
leased to Palawan “is 
subject to the avail- 
ability of cash” as stat- 
ейїп the agreement. 

Although Pala- 
wans total share 
from the Malampaya 
projectis around P12 
billion, he said “the 
national government 
is not in a position to 
release. that 
amount" Redempto 
Anda, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 
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Cop chief vows gambling end 

OROQUIETA CITY—The provincial police chief of Misamis Occidental 
vowed to quit his post if he failed to stop the operation of an illegal. 
numbers game based on the results of the daily Suertres draws of the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO). 

Provincial police director Supt. Erwin Villacorte said he will stop the 
game in two weeks. 

He said the police campaign against all forms of illegal gambling in 
the province was successful 

He said illegal gambling had been “minimized” in the cities of Oroqui- 
eta and Ozamiz, and in the towns of Bonifacio, Calamba, Clarin, 
Jimenez, Plaridel, Sapang Dalaga and Tudela. 

Gov. Loreto Leo Ocampos, however, said he was not satisfied with 
the police drive because only the “small fishes" were caught while the? 
perceived “big ones” are untouched. 

Ryan D. Rosauro, Inquirer Mindanao 


Plant tree, wed later 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—A city councilor here has proposed an ordi- 
nance that will require marrying couples to plant trees before they are 
given marriage licenses. 

Councilor Dante Vicente, a former journalist, said requiring marrying 
couples to plant trees would help in efforts to protect the environment. 

Vicente said once his proposal becomes an ordinance, it would also 
instill awareness on environmental protection among couples and their 
future children. 

Aquiles Zonio, Inquirer Mindanao 


Floods hit Davao villages 
DIGOS CITY—Floods, triggered by two days of incessant rains starting 
Monday, inundated several villages of Malita and Sulop towns in Davao 
del Sur but no casualty had been reported so far. 

In Sulop, the floods damaged books, school documents and comput- 
ers at the Sulop National High School. 

Classes were also suspended because of the floods, according to of- 
ficials. 

1n Malita town, at least 150 families were displaced when floodwaters 
rose to more than one meter in Barangay Poblacion. 

Malita Mayor Benjamin Bautista said those displaced by the floods 
were residents living near fishponds. 

Orlando Dinoy, Inquirer Mindanao 


2 shot dead in Davao 

TAGUM CITY—Suspected communist rebels shot dead a man and his 
son, who were allegedly acting as military informers in nearby Panabo 
City in Davao del Norte early Wednesday, police said. 

Chief Insp. Raymundo Lozano, Panabo City police chief, identified 
the victims as Alberto Munsay, a former rebel turned heavy equipment 
operator, and his son Alvin, 22, a laborer. 

‘Lozano said the victims were riding a motorcycle on their way to 
work in a drainage repair project of the city government when attacked 
in Barangay Sto. Nifio at around 7:15 a.m. 

‘The assailants, who were also on a motorcycle, immediately fled after 
the attack, he said: 


Frinston Lim, Inquirer Mindanao 


NPA rebel killed in clashes 

CAMP NAKAR, Lucena City—A rebel was killed Dec. 10 in an encounter 
between communist guerrijias and government forces In northern Que- 
zon, according to a military report. 

The report also said three Army soldiers were wounded In two sepa- 
rate encounters with NPA rebels. 

Maj. Randolph Cabangbang, from the Armed Forces Southern Lu- 
zon Command, said the unidentified body was left behind by his 
comrades in Sitio Makidata, Barangay Pagsangahan, General Nakar 
town, 

He said one soldier was also wounded In the encounter. 

‘Two Army soldiers were also injured In a separate gun battle In 
Barangay Galalan, Pangil, Laguna last Friday. 

Cabangbang identified the wounded soldiers as Pfc Ernesto Dacanay, 
who suffered a bullet wound in the right leg, and Pfc Rodolfo Bautista 
who was hit in the right arm. 

Delfin T. Mallari Jr., Inquirer Southern Luzon * 


Holiday today in Gen. Trias 
GENERAL TRIAS, Cavite celebrates Its 259th founding anniversary with 
a special nonworking holiday today, Dec. 13. 

The day will start with Mass at 7 a.m. to be followed by a motorcade 
and a sports festival for all municipal employees, according to a news 
release. 

` , 
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Ancient burial urn retells Bicol epic 


By Juan Escandor Jr. 
Naga City 


PRE-HISPANIC BURIAL 
urn at the Museo de Concil- 
liar de Naga in Naga City 

speaks of Bicol’s Ibalon epic star- 
ring King Handiong, according to a 
study of a Filipino anthropologist. 

Dr. Zeus Salazar believes that the urn's 
cover design also reflects the period when 
the inhabitants of the archipelago were 
starting to relate with their Indo-Malaysian 
neighbors. 

A summa cum laude graduate of history 
from the University of the Philippines with 
a doctorate in ethnology from the Universi- 
ty of Paris, Salazar interpreted the design 
figures to be characters and creatures of the 
Ibalon epic. 

His study was published as a book titled 
“Liktao at Epiko, Ang Takip ng Tapayang Li- 
bingan ng Libmanan, Camarines Sur." 

The urn cover, with a 32-centimeter cir- 
cumference, details enigmatic forms and 
figures around a pyramid-like center that 


THE BOOK "Liktao at Epiko: Ang Takip ng 
Tapayang Libingan ng Libmanan, Camarines 


Mouth),” based on the differentiating fig- 
ure in each of the three sides of the tower- 
like structure. He considered them 
episodes of the epic. 

“Ang Tatsulok ng Bungo” has a miniature 
head-like figure that Salazar sees as a skull. 
He explained that it lacked features to rep- 
resent a human head, like hair, discernible 
face, teeth, ears, while its discernible eyes 
were mere points. 

A container before the skull with two 
elongated figures tries to depict a ritual of- 
fering to the ancestors practiced by pre-His- 
panic Filipinos, he sai 


Help someone 
you cherish 

& love to 
restore the joy 
of hearing =” 


Representations 

“Ang Tatsulok ng Araw” has carabao and 
sun representations, with at least 21 dis- 
cernible rays drawn on one side of the cen- 
tral tower-like figure and four "points" оп 
the surface on the right side of the animal. 

Salazar inventoried the figures as indi- 
cating what were lost. He explained that 
the scene reflected the prehistoric time be- 
cause, he said, the carabao had no nose ring 
and did not pull a plow. The Spanish colo- 
nizers introduced the plow, he said. 


Sharing your love is a moment that lasts, 
oved ones may have been 

ng years of frustration; social 
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convey lines from the ancient epic. 


No living tradition 

Salazar does not consider Handiongs 
story a real ethno-epic, or a living tradition 
intertwined with people's beliefs and reli- 
gious practices, like the Darangen of the 
Maranaw, Ulahingan of the Manobo, and 
Olaging from Bukidnon, 

Tt narrates the mystical origins of the first 
man and woman of Aslon and Ibalon (now 
the provinces of Camarines Norte, Ca- 
marines Sur, Albay, Sorsogon, Catanduanes 
and Masbate), and the exploits of the war- 
rior-leader Handiong, one of the heroes of 
Tbalon. 

Handiong, as the epic goes, fought a gi- 
ant cyclops for 10 months, defeated the 
winged Tiburon and the fierce Sarimao, 
and won over the seductive serpent Oriol 
before starting a village. 

The place prospered. Soon, the inhabi- 
tants invented farm implements. 

King 

According to curator Fabie Arejola, some 
historical buffs have speculated that the 
burial urn, unearthed in 1982 in Bigaho, 
Libmanan, might have contained the re- 
mains of Handiong himself 

In the epic, Handiong was the king of 
Libmanan who sent 1,000 warriors led by 
Bantong to kill the half-man, half-beast gi- 
ant monster Rabot. Bantong slew Rabot 
while sleeping in a cave dwelling. 

Handiong and his warriors came to 
Ibalon (Spanish colonizers once called Bi- 
col the Tierra de Ybalon) to “clear” the 
place and start planting, but the king was 
challenged by a serpent called Uryol or Ori- 
ol who later became a close ally in building 
the region's civilization. 

Arejola said the urn had yet to be carbon- 
dated to determine its age, but she said sev- 
eral experts had already examined and con- 
cluded its authenticity and prehistory, 
while others were skeptical 

Salazar traced the publisher of the “frag- 
mented” five-part Ibalon epic to Spanish 
friar Jose Castafio in the 1800s. 

He ascertained that another friar, 
Bernardino Melendreras, wrote it in Span- 
ish, using a European literary form in one 
part. But he finds the remaining parts 
“more authentic." 

The anthropologist compared and corre- 
lated the designs and contents of the burial 
urn with those of similar artifacts found 
elsewhere in the Philippines to arrive at the 
period of 5000 BC to 10 AD when the burial 


К? 


‘Sur” by ethnologist Zeus Salazar analyses 
the burial urn cover design as reflective of 


Bicol's foll epic, the Ibalon. сомтавлеогното 
urn cover was crafted. 

Salazar traced its source from the vil- 
lages of Poro or Bigaho in Libmanan, where 
the driver of artifact collector Dr. Ermelo 
Almeda said they frequented to buy arti- 
facts in the 1980s. Almeda died in 1998 and 
left no catalogue of his large collection, 
ranging from fossilized dinosaur eggs and 
Stone Age instruments to Chinese porce- 
lain wares. 

Poro and Bigaho were mentioned by Ger- 
man-Russian ethnologist Fedor Jagor in 
1851 archeological finds, such as human 
remains, deer horns, plates and pots, dur- 
ing a road construction, Salazar said. 


Doubts 

National Museum officials consulted on 
the burial urn cover, however, doubted the 
authenticity of the piece. It was bought 
from an artifacts digger and not discovered 
through scientific methods of archeology, 
they said. 

Dr. Jesus J. Peralta, a retired anthropolo- 
gist and archeologist of the National Muse- 
um, wrote that “the burial um with 
minaret-like cover with incised designs was 
bought from a vendor, so that it cannot be 
ascertained where it came from, which was 
more likely from Mindanao.” 

But Salazar said the absence of a scientif- 
ic archeological process could be satisfied 
with “topologically comparing and corre- 
lating a piece with pieces discovered in 
situ.” He cited the museum's burial urn 
with a conical cover which was excavated 
in Calatagan, Batangas, as one example of 
one authentic piece not obtained in situ. 

‘The National Museum even declared the 
Calatagan urn a national treasure and the 
“first artifact ... to contain evidence of an- 
cient Philippine writing,” he said. 


Finding meaning 

‘Trying to interpret the figures and the 
tableau on the cover of the Libmanan urn, 
Salazar followed the three triangular divi- 
sions joined by a central pyramid-like fig- 
ure. Each division contains figures that he 
believed were characters of the Ibalon epic 
or depictions of people's life in pre-Hispan- 
ic Bicol. 

Salazar named the groupings “Ang Tatsu- 
lok ng Bungo (Triangle of the Skull),” "Ang » 
Tatsulok ng Araw (Triangle of the Sun),” 
and “Ang Tatsulok ng Bibig (Triangle of the 


Philippine Electricity 
Market Corporation 


He considers the "Ang Tatsulok ng Bibig” 
the most complete composition. He identi- 
fied as a crawling human figure holding in 
the right hand a crocodile; another human 
figure that seemed to be kneeling, head to- 
ward the mouth-like opening; two deer- 
like figures and another animal-like figure. 

Salazar interpreted those to refer to an 
episode in the epic in which Handiong con- 
sulted the serpent. The mouth-like open- 
ing, he said, was actually a cave entrance, 
the protruded "tongue" as a serpent, and 
the kneeling figure as Handiong. 
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VELATURA 


THIS IS SEIKO VELATURA. A YACHTING TIMER 
WITH А PRE-START COUNTDOWN SYSTEM AND RACE- 
TIME CHRONOGRAPH. 10 BAR WATER RESISTANT. 

THIS IS WHERE THE REGATTA BEGINS. 

15 IT YOU? 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


In view of numerous requests from the members, the Office of the 
Corporate Secretary of the Philippine Electricity Market Corporation 
(PEMC) will continue to receive nominations for candidates for 
Independent Directors up to 5:00 p.m., 14 December 2007. The 
acceptance of nominations received after the original deadline of 
December 7, 2007 will, however, be subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of Energy and PEMC Board Chairman Angelo T. Reyes 
of the change in schedules/timeline. 


Inquiries may be directed to - 


Office of the Corporate Secretary. 
Philippine Electricity Market Corporation (PEMC) 
18th Floor, Robinsons Equitable Tower 
ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Telephone 635-0047 
Telefax 631-8734 loc. 264 
E-mail crencarnacion@wesm.ph 


12 December 2007, Pasig City 
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ROJA - MAKATI: Gioneta 1, Ayala Center, Makali Сау Теце12 8928302 + MANILA: 1990 NICFUR Building., co. Talt & 
37 ото Ave. Malate, Manda Tei (632) 520-9676 - QUEZON CITY : 4 Lower Gr. Fir, New Farmers Plaza Araneta Селин 
Cubao, Q. C. ТЫ4Е32) 813-1908 - WB 206 SM Сау, North Ave, co. EDSA Q. C. Te(632) 929-3097. Space 1056 Level М1 
Trinoma, North Tangle EDSA cor. North Ave., QC. Tel (832) 916-6848 - CEBU : Lower Gd. Fic, SM Су North Reclamation Area. 
Cebu City Tel (032) 282-0782 > J. Rodriguez В. Osmaf Boulevard, Cebu Ciy TeL(032) 253-5938 
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‘Hungry Tigers snack on Magnolia 


GAMES TODAY (Cuneta Astrodome) 
450 p.m.— Wolcoat vs Talk N Text 
7:20 p.m.—Red Bull vs Sta. Lucia Realty 


By June Navarro 


THESE PACK OF TIGERS ARE REALLY, 
really hungry. 

Coca-Cola crawled from 15 points 
down in the fourth quarter and went 
on to devour Magnolia, 114-108, for 
their third straight win in the Smart- 
PBA Philippine Cup last night at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 


Rookie Ronjay Buenafe set another 
career-high by pumping in 12 of his 23 
points down the stretch and Asi Taula- 
va had another monster game of 25 
points and 13 rebounds for the Tigers’ 
fourth victory in 12 games. 

“I promised to do everything re- 
motely possible just to win this game,” 
said Taulava. Since his arrival via a 
trade, the 6-foot-9 former MVP has led 
his team to three wins in four games. 

Buenafe drained three crucial three- 
pointers while Taulava relentlessly 
hammered the paint as the Tigers un- 


loaded 22 quick points that erased a 
99-84 deficit in just four minutes. 

“We didn't panic,” said Taulava. “They 
(Beverage Masters) took us for granted.” 

Mark Telan posted another double- 
double of 13 points and 16 re- 
‘bounds—his ninth straight this confer- 
ence—while Alex Cabagnot, who fin- 
ished with 17 points, sealed Magno- 
lia's second consecutive defeat and 
sixth in 13 outings with four game- 
clinching freethrows in the end. 

In the other match, Willie Miller tal- 


while Sonny Thoss added 18 points as 
Alaska dumped Air21, 100-89, to 
move to solo third behind idle Pure- 
foods (10-3) and Red Bull (8-4). It was 
the eighth victory of the Aces in 13 
games. The Express lost for the second. 
time in a row and fell to 5-7. 

Meanwhile, former RP men's basket- 
ball coach Chot Reyes has pulled out of 
the commissionership race, officerin- 
charge Sonny Barrios said yesterday. 

The scores: 

Firs Game 

COCA-COLA 114—Taulava 25, Buenafe 23, 
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Cabagnot 17, Telan 13, Isip 11, Dimaunahan 7, En- 
fle 5, Duremdes 5, Tolomia 4, Arigo 4, Misolas 0. 

MAGNOLIA 108—Ienorio 23, lidefonso 22, Tu- 
ade 16, Gonzales 11, Seigle 10, Eman 9, Vilanuova 
9, Hontiveros 7, Fonacier 1, Racea 0. 

Quarters: 26-34, 51-52, 82-90, 114-108 

Second Game 

ALASKA 100—Miler 21, Thoss 18, Cortez 15, 
Hugnatan 13, Ferriols 12, Quinahan 7, Dela Cruz 6, 
Cabatu 4, Cariaso 4, Bono 0, Laur 0, Aban 0. 

AIRZ1 89—Santos 15, De Ocampo 14, Cruz 13, 
Canaleta 13, Cha 11, Kramer 10, Intal 9, Se3, Sotto 
1, Baluyot0. 

Quarters: 17-26, 48-38, 77-86, 100-89 


lied 21 points and issued 10 assists 
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[DID YOU KNow ' 


ON NOV. 15, 1935, Manuel L. Quezon and 
3 5 Sergio Osmefia took their oath as presi- 
E Li У Gent and vice president of the newly inau- 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil qurated Philippine Commonwealth. The 
кек nia oath-taking was held in front of the leg- 
Textus your feedback inquirer met name/age/ityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 263 (Smart) E-mall: pr_metro@inquirer.com.ph islative building in Manila. On the same 


day, Gen. Douglas MacArthur arrived to 


es serve as military adviser to Quezon. 
0 е 1 i ll Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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THE OIL SPILL REPORTED IN 
Muntinlupa City has been con- 
tained, but the Laguna Lake De- 
velopment Authority wants an Z se 
explanation from the erring К+ Æ ? А BIS CR MOTOROLA W156 

companies. Я P |, ы 525 *1 YEAR WARRANTY 

"Ithas been contained at the mouth ofthe |: ч E 
river," said LLDA General Manager Edgardo 
Manda, who inspected the area Monday. 

Personnel from the Coast Guard and the 
city government used boom spills, a foam- 
like device that absorbs oil, to contain the 
spill in a creek at the Villa Carolina I Subdi- 
vision in Barangay Tunasan, he added. 

The team collected at least 20 drums of 
bunker oil and waste water from the creek 
which flows into the Tunasan-Cuyab River,. 
a tributary of the Laguna de Bay. 5 T 2 Beef 

The LLDA later traced the spill to leaks in the 2 (y Bee ‘ t E ! BIG250 
factories of Alaska Milk and Universal Robina i 1 1 U CAT T JUICE ORANGE 
Corp. which operate inside a compound in [ ‹ TE 1 250mL X10 
Barangay Tunasan, according to Manda. v ч 

“We're preparing a directive ordering 
them to explain their failure to mitigatethe [4 j- D cf > 
oil spill. We're also holding а һеагїп оп ће K PUTA E TIDE BAR 420GX3 
spill on Friday,” he said. à j d 5 { ORIGINAL SCENT, 

Depending on their findings, the LLDA 1 3 e NATURE FRESH 
may issue a cease and desist order against з, " 
the two companies, he added. 

The spill was the second one reported in 
the city in three weeks. 

Last Nov. 22, used oil from a coffee plant 
in San Pedro, Laguna was reportedly | >" ў ^ i 
dumped in the Tunasan-Cuyab River which |1 # s x: S 330/96 
spread to the Tunasan shoreline of the La- E34 и FP un P105 per tray 
guna Lake and caused a fish kill. Ed Vd gee SMALL 30'S 


Fire leaves 100 HU : Я | 
families homeless || “s . № : acte C EL 


] CHICKEN THIGH QUARTER MEDIUM BANGUS ji 
ONE HUNDRED FAMILIES WERE LEFT | LUZON STORES ONE, LUZON STORES OMY Tao STORES DALY 
homeless when a fire hit a densely populat- ae 

ed area in Tondo, Manila at 2 a.m. yester- |. z 
а ү Солдан " x 
‘Arson investigators said they were still. | For your shopping convenient 


trying to determine the cause of the fire | 
Rep EE | MAYOR CREDIT CARD 
‘They suspected, however, that the blaze 
‘was probably caused by an unattended can- 7 

dle because the house where the fire start- | [| W Ae ( EPT ED | [| 

ed had no electricity. 


Damage to property was estimated at |: PPM nae ee cad 
around P200,000. Tina б. Santos — — = 
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Robbers break into glassworks shop in Quezon City 


By Jeannette |, Andrade 


sx awo повз o | Restoration, not demolition, says Luneta Hotel’s new owner 


works shop in Quezon City be- 
fore dawn yesterday. By Allison W. Lopez “without prior written permis- ing earthquakes, stressed 

They mauled Elgin Aguila, sion from its chair" Wong, was the immediate rea- 

20, and then tied up his father | BEAUMONT HOLDINGS, THE Members of the Heritage son for the retrofit using mod- 
Ernesto, owner of Aguila Glaz- | new owner of the Luneta Hotel Conservation Society were ini- ern technology. 

ers Glass and Aluminum Corp. | in Manila, yesterday announced tially alarmed overreportsthat Put simply, retrofit would 
and other members of the that the 89-year-old structure Beaumont had applied for a mean “constructing a new 
household. would be restored to its previ- demolition permit but compa- structural steel-framed build- 

Elgin, who had а deep gash | ousgloryinthreeyears’time. ny representatives and Manila ing inside an existing buildi 
on the forehead and а broken | “Уе will make it stronger. building official Melvin Bal- tomakeitsafe and sound. 
nose, was later taken to The We will, not touch the facade,” agot assured them that the Architect Dominic Galicia, 
Medical City in Pasig City. ‘Adelina Wong, an engineer of permit issued only allows HCS board member, said he 

A report from the Quezon | the company, said. structural rehabilitation. was satisfied with the restric- 
City Police District Anonas Sta- ‘the hotel on T. M. Kalaw P tions for the structural renova- 
tion 9 said that the six men, | Street, one of the few remain- Vigilant tion which specified that “the 
who were armed with knives | ing structures that survived "We are vigilant when it existing exterior building (ar- 
and a gun, broke into the ‘World War П, has been under- comestothat. Mayor (Alfredo) chitectural facade) would be 
Aguilas house on Kamias Road | going “structural rehabilitation Lim's directive is always to retained, there would be no al- 
in Barangay Sikatuna sometime | and retrofit” since itwas bought abide by the law. The mayor terations in the existing major 
between 5:30 a.m. and 6 a.m. by Beaumont last August. wants to preserve -historic architectural treatment and no 
yesterday. Completed in 1918, the buildingsespeciallyifthereisa additional floor levels shall be 

‘The glass and aluminum | Luneta Hotel was designed by law that protects them,” Bal- allowed." 
shop is on the ground floor of | Spanish  architect-engineer agot added. p 
the three-story building. Salvador Farre, according toa In May 2006, then Manila Whimsical 

‘The Aguilas live in the upper | study by Dean John Joseph Mayor Lito Atienza urged the In а 1998 article, Ingumer 
floors. Fernandez of the University of Department of Public Works columnist and HCS founding 

Police said Elgin tried to fight | Santo Tomas College of Archi, and the owners of abandoned member Bambi Harper de- 
off the robbers who began hit- | tecture. private buildings to demolish scribed the “whimsical gar- 
ting him before he was bound It is being touted as the only oldand“dangerous” structures, goyles in the form of lions, 

‘along with his father and other | structure reminiscent ofFrench including the Luneta Hotel. crocodiles, griffins and other 
family members. Renaissance architecture with  Atthattime, thehotelwasin mythical creatures that serve as 

"The men then ransacked the | Filipino stylized beaux arts in а state of deterioration due to decorative supports of (the ho- 
house, taking two cellular | thecountyernandezsaid. lack of maintenance, having tels) balconies.” She also talked 
phones, the elder Aguila’s wal. | Тһе dilapidated building been uninhabited for a long about the “delicate filigreed 
Jet which contained 3,000 and | fronting Rizal Park was de- time. There were also signs of railings (on the balconies) that 
other items. dlaredahistoricallandmarkby decay including weakened add a touch of lightness to the 

The six suspects went their | the National Historical Insti- columns due to old age, falling solid concrete facade.” 
separate ways after the rob- | tute and is protected by Presi- concrete plaster and a nearly The structural renovation 
bery. dential Decree 1505 which collapsing ground floor frame. would be completed in a years : 

‘Phe Aguilas were lateruntied | makes it unlawful to alter or The basement was also flood- time said Wong, after which A NATIONAL historical landmark, the Luneta Hotel near Rizal 
by their housemaid who was | destroy the original features of ed upon inspection. The threat work on the architectural ap- Parkis undergoing structural rehabilitation according to the 
apparently unaware that they | an edifice classified bythe NHI to public safety especially dur-  pendages would begin. company that bought it. NINO JESUS ORBETA 
had just been robbed. 


Sumilao 
farmers’ plaint: 
The bigger 
picture 


THE Rt... 
farmers who are On "TARGET 
now in Manila after 

marching 1,700 

kilometers are get- 

ting a lot of sympa- 

thy from the public 

because their cause 

is supported by 

some members of 

the Catholic Church. 

crude HEIL TOUS 
144 hectares of 
land, once owned by the Quisumbings, to 
be given to them under the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program. 

‘This columnist subscribes to the advoca- 
cy of the late President Ramon Magsaysay 
that "those who have less in life should 
have more іп law." 

Between the rich and the poor in the 
fight for justice, I will always side with the 
latter. I have helped many aggrieved poor 
people get justice. 

But this time, 1 am siding with San 
Miguel Corp., not the farmers from Sumi- 
lao. Let me tell you why. 


1 LINE EE: i About three years ago, long before the 
ү Жү | current controversy, I һай а conversation 
1 Я с over dinner with Ramon Ang, president of 


ада Li P i La вов пыли да ев АВА, nem $ 


< » j SanMiguelCorp. 
p c УЧУН»: | Ang was bubbling with enthusiasm 
irs ri ze А UNI Е about helping poor farmers get a better 
h 5 deal for corn. The price of their produce 
х fluctuates depending on the season. 


E: > zt The businessman said that SMC, upon 
ii lic 5 А SAR, 4 4 the invitation of the Sumilao municipal 
< i 1 government, would set up post-hatvest fa- 


3p. cilities to stabilize the price of corn. 
Second Prize À i| тһе facilities would be the first in a 
S S planned integrated agro-industrial com- 

plex for Sumilao that would include feed 

mills, farms for piggery and poultry com- 

„plete with a treatment plant for waste from 

J| "the farms and a plan to grow thousands of 

trees by the river bank. 

Thé SMC head said his company's Sumi- 
lao experiment would be duplicated in oth- 

1 er parts of the country, if it succeeded, to 
help other farmers. 

“Tes San Miguel's way of giving back to 
the people who have made the firm what it 
is now,” Ang said. 

Ang, a former auto mechanic; said help- 

| ing the poor was an “uplifting experience. 

When I read his letter in the тек, 
Letters section Monday commenting on Fr. 
Joaquin Bernas’ column taking up the cud- 
gels for the Sumilao farmers, I knew Ang 

A жаз sincere about what he said. 
QV Y, 5 What he said in reply to Bernas was ex- 
ъ 3 " j actly what he told me three years ago. 

The farmers’ fight for the ownership of 
apiece of land in Sumilao will benefit on- 
ly themselves. In terms of a bigger eco- 
nomic picture, the town, and even the 
entire country, will benefit from SMC's 
plan for Sumilao. 
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the NV ORLD bc 
claims deadly Algiers blasts 


ALGIERS—AL-QAIDA CLAIMED rescuers, ‘aided by sniffer dogs, martyr operations carried out by have nothing to hide and every 
responsibility for a double car tried to locate injured survivors je drop of Algerian blood counts for 
bomb strike in Algiers that killed among the debris. 5 i- us" 
dozens of people as rescuers con- Stunned families gathered atethecrusadersandtheiragents, It was the latest of a series of 
tinued to work on Wednesday to nearby anxiously awaiting news the slaves ofthe United Statesand bombings in the capital and other 
find survivors. of missing relatives. thesons ofFrance.”Thestatement major Algerian cities this year that 

‘Amid a disputed death toll, res- Опе woman shouted and said the double bomibings "de- have killed about 100 people. Al- 
cuers pulled seven people alive slumped toward the ground after bunked the myth that the inner- Qaida have claimed responsibility 
from the debris of one of the hearing her son was among the соге of our group has been de- forall of them. 
bombs which tore through фео dead, and authorities quickly ей stroyed.” “This attack reminds the UN chief Ban Ki-moon led in- 
fices of the UN High Commission- her away. crusaders who are occupying our temational outrage over the at- 
er for Refugees and other UN _AL-Qaida’s Branch in the Islam- land and who pillage our wealth tacks. He condemned "in the 
agencies, Algerian radio reported. ic Maghreb (BAQMI claimed re- of the necessity of paying heed to strongest possible terms the ter- 

The second attack killed and sponsibility for the bombs in a the demands and addresses of our тогі attacks in Algiers,” his office 
maimed students packed ina bus statement published on an Is- sheikh and emir Osama bin saidinastatement 
passing a car as it was detonated lamist website, the authenticity of Laden, God protect him.” The United States called them 
Outside the countrys highest which could not be immediately Тһе group threatened new at- acts of “senseless violence." “We 
court in central Algiers. confirmed. tacks. “The mujahideen (fighters) condemn this attack on the Unit- 

The goverment said 26 peo- “We are announcing the good of the Maghreb are volunteering ed Nations office by these ene- 
ple were killed and 177 wounded news to the Muslim nation," read for more martyrdom attacks mies of humanity who attack the 
by the two bombs. Hospital the statement, alongside pho- which will continue until all the innocent,” said a White House 
sources gave a toll of 62dead and tographs it said were the two sui- lands of islam are freed ...” statement. 
about 100 injured. cide bombers, named as Abdel Meanwhile, Algerian ‘Prime French President Nicolas 

pain es : л The United Nations said at Rahmane al-Assmi and Ammi Minister Abdelaziz Belkhadem in- Sarkozy who made a state visit to 
THE flag of the United Nations is seen at left, as rescuers work at the Jeast 10 of its staff were killed and Ibrahim Abou Othmane, carrying sisted on national television that Algeria last week, denounced 
site of a bomb blast near UN offices in Algiers on Tuesday, Dec. l.At several more were still unac- assault rifles. “the official toll that we have giv- what he called “barbaric, hateful 
least 12 UN staff members were still missing. ye counted for after the attacks as It hailed “the success of the two еп is the real toll,” adding: “We and deeply cowardly acts.” AFP 


US ice storm leaves Gas cut targets too ambitious, says UN chief 
24 dead in Midwest scm cmm m тр 


Wednesday guidelines оп told reporters, while urging that including such language in ` 
DES MOINES, IOWA—AN ICY on trees, power lines, streets greenhouse gas emissions cuts Washington to be flexible. Later the final document would preju- 
winter storm blamed foratleast and windshields on Monday. favored by Europe and develop- he added: “Practically speaking, 6, 3 dice negotiations over the next 
24 deaths in the Midwest con- About 2.5 cm of ice was ex- ing countries may be “too ambi- this will have to be negotiated . two years. 
tinued to wreak havoc, shutting pected on Tuesday over parts tious” to include in a final state- down the road.” “The reality in this business is 
down Iowa's biggest airport,de- of Iowa, followed by upto 12.7 menton climate change. ‘The two-week conference, A that once numbers appear in the 
laying flights in Chicago and cm of sleet and snow. "Its a Drafts of a final statement аса which wraps up Friday brings to- text, it prejudges the outcome and 
leaving hundreds of thousands pretty good ice-maker,” said UN global warming conference gether delegates from nearly 190 will tend to drive the negotiations 
without power. Frank Boksa, а National this week have included a call for nations, charged with launching in one direction,” said Harlan 
President George W. Bush Weather Service forecaster. industrialized countries to consid- negotiations that will lead to an Watson, a lead US negotiator. 
declared an emergency in Ok- About a million customers ег cutting emissions blamed for intemational accord to succeed ‘Many negotiators at Bali have 
lahoma on Tuesday, ordering in the Midwest, including rising temperature bybetween 25 the Kyoto Protocol in 2012. said that atop priority was getting 
federal aid to supplement nearly 600,000 Oklahoma percentand 40 percentby 2020. Talks picked up pace оп and melting ice sheets. an agreement that the United 
state and local response ef- homes and businesses, still UN SecrtaryGeneral Ben K- Wednesday with the arrival of Тһе European Union and de- States could work with, but Ger- 
forts. had no electricity on Tuesday. moon, however said such goals might ministers and heads of state who veloping nations strongly favor man Environment Minister Sig- 
State officials in Missouri, Power lines began snapping have to wait for subsequent negotia- urged the world in a series of specific target ranges for emis- таг Gabriel—whose government 
Kansas and Oklahoma had а" under the weight of ice and tions when asked about steadfast op- speeches to quickly impose deep sions, which they say are needed has pledged to cut emissions by 
ready made emergency decla- falling branches creating the pasion by the United States, though cuts in emissions to head off sci- to avoid temperatures rising 40 percent by 2020—said the Bali 
rations after ice, some as much biggest power outage in state at some point targets for emissions entific predictions of rising seas, above 2 degrees Celsius over conference would be meaningless 
as 2.5 cm thick, accumulated history. AP cuts would be necessary worsening droughts and famines, preindustrial levels. without targets. 


WonmpBners CIA director distances 


: ; republic of the Philippines 
Triple car bom! ер PP 
Тре can bones oe self from videotapes Od J| SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
killed and more than 100 wound- ` SEC Duiding, ое 
‘ed when three car bombs explod- MASHNGION—GEN. MCHAE. ligence Committee. He had Mandaluyong City 
sdiqucksucssoniasoum. Ù Hayden, the director of become the agency director 
i the Central Intelligence in May 2006, six months af- 
Е oam Agency distanced himself ter inteligence officals J бышуу Circular No. 6 
officials said. A doctor at the оп Tuesday from the deci- have said the tapes were 
emergency unit ofthe biggest ЧОП to record and subse deed. us В ТО ALL CONCERNED 
fapa I Arata а Gi hours of video taken said ‘Tuesday that they | Subiect Definition of Qualified Buyers under Section 10 of the Securities Regulation Code 
and 100 wounded had been n Г 
broughtin The bombs exploded during the interrogations would probably сай Goss 


along a main street in the city. ее о таа анда com- M Pursuant toits authority under Section 10.1 (ХМ) of the Securities Regulation Code, the Securities and 


Reuters S з Exchange Commission (the “Соттивзїоп”), in Из meeting on December 4, 2007, resolved to issue the 
ls Peer Ses eui GES following rules on the determination of a "qualified buyer.” 
Macau corruption trial mony before a Senate сот. лаа statement ro agency : i 
НИЕ ue mice, Hayden said that employees lest Thursday || Section 1: A "qualified individual buyer" shall be a natural person who, at the time of his or her registration 
Vente насаар. the decision to record the Hayden indicated that ће with a Self Regulatory Organization, or such other entities that the Commission may authorize to make 
ever coruption al ended on interrogations in 2002 was supported the decision mo | the registration, possesses the following qualifications: 
ingfora gully verdicttoraformer Made under George J. destroy the videos. He did а) Наз a minimum annual gross income of Twenty Five Million Pesos (PhP25,000,000) for at 
top government minister accused Tenet then the director of not reiterate that support in least two years prior to registration; or a total portfolio investment in securities registered with 
of taking tens of milions of dollars Селта], intelligence, and his public comments Tues- the Commission of at least Ten Million pesos (РҺР10,000,000); or a personal net worth of not 
Inkicktucke inthe southern che tat the destruction of day although he did not say less than Thirty Million Pesos (PhP30,000,000); 
nese gambling enciave. Ао Man- those tapes in 2005 came the decison was wrong AND 
Jong, @former transport and pub> Gose, ino succeeded A mel Б Has been engaged in securities trading, in his personal capacity or through a fund manager, 
с works secretary, was arrested a 905, кетсин басчы сш ш for а period of one year, or held for at least two years а position of responsibility in апу 
year ago and faced 76 counts of “There are other people surrounding the destruc- | professional or business entity that requires knowledge or expertise in securities trading, such 
taking bribes, laundering money ро agency who ЕАН as, legal consultant; financial adviser; sales person or associated person of a broker-dealer; or 
K abusing power to help prop- hour his far bener than.” сопак! fom agency finance, treasury or trust officer of a bank or other executive positions with related responsibilities. 
erty developers win lucrative Сот Hayden said after he testi- records. NewYork Times | Section 2: A juridical person shall be considered a "qualified institutional buyer И it possesses any of 
fied before фе Senate Intel- News Service the following qualifications at the time of its registration in the same manner described above; 
Apartment fire deaths 


Has a minimum annual gross income of at least One Hundred Million Pesos (PhP 100,000,000) 


ве аот Canada serial killer for at least two years prior for registration; 


apartment building in eastern Chi- A total portfolio investment in securities registered with the Commission of at least Sixty Million 
na early Wednesday, killing at 


s. Pesos (PhP60,000,000); 
T iac a sentenced to life Я A net worth of not less than One Hundred Million (PhP100,000,000) 
Agency said. Some 213 people © VANCOUVER—CONVICT: ` themtoarendering plant. Section 3: All applications for registration as “qualified buyer" shall be accompanied by the following 
were rescued after the blaze broke. ed mass murderer Robert Prosecutors had asked documents: 
out around 8:20 ат. inthe Wenfu “Willy” Pickton was sen- the judge to sentence Pick- а) Signed Information Sheet (see Annex 1 for Qualified Individual Buyers and Annex 2 for Qualified 
кычып т м d city м тепсей byaCanadiancourt ton to the maximum 25 Institutional Buyers); 
jiang province, Xinhua said, оп Tuesday to life in prison, in jail before possible Е 
ho PRESE. ее ре мик Жыш еш Pera EEPO осоне аа 
and nine women died from burns ter serving 25 years. depravity of the circum- Copies of income tax returns for the preceding two years, as filed and stamped “received” by 
and smoke inhalation, Xinhua ‘A jury found Pickton, 58, stances are unique,” said the Bureau of intemal Revenue; 
sald. e. AP guilty on six counts of sec- prosecutor Geoff Baragar. Section 4: The registration shall be valid for two years, provided that any application for renewal should 
las Vecas shoots Onddegree murder Sun- Не said remorse is al- || be accompanied by a favorable recommendation of the authorized registrar and shall be subject to the 
eec ae eae day He faces a second trial ways a consideration in le- approval of the Commission. 
isailants shot six next on another 20 nient sentencing and li i " + ji je 
уй акк на жк ласын asd these ан реест. ve eed аа oo заа санаа 
‘wounding two critically, іп а midday еп in this Pacific Coast city. dence of remorse.” The de- = Е 
attack that followed a fight over a Prosecutors in the fost fense had asked for incar. || Section 6: No securities purchased by “qualified buyers" shall be assigned, transferred or sold to 
giri, authorities said. School police ^ trial said Pickton had ceration of 10 to 20 years. non-qualified investors. 
arrested threeteenagersinthefight picked up prostitutes Judge James Williams || Section 7: This Memorandum Circular shall take effect on January 15, 2008. 
that happened hours before the from Vancouver's squalid pegged Pickton’s sentenc- 
‘shooting on Tuesday, Sheriff Doug Downtown Eastside, ing starting in 2002, when December 10, 2007, Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila. 
Gillespie said. Investigators were still killed them, butchered he was first arrested for the 
seeking two gunmen, who werebe- them and disposed of murders. His punishment is (Sgd.) Fe В. Barin 
lieved to have fled on foot fromthe their bodies by feeding the maximum under Cana- ‘Chairperson 
scene ofthe shooting. AP them to pigs or taking dianlaw AFP 
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Albania survives Thai (7% 
juggernaut in boxing 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales. 
Sports Features Editor 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—ANNIE ALBANIA BROKE THROUGH 
the expected Thailand juggernaut in boxing and Ronnie Al- 
cano upheld the country’s lofty status in billiards Wednesday 
as the Philippines scrounged for golds from all likely sources 
but still fell to sixth place overall in the 24th Southeast Asian 
Games here. 

~ Sheila Mae Perez | ries that moved it 
“delivered from the | within three golds of 
diving platform asex- | 5 marching its total tar- 
pected while Amaya | get of 120. Vietnam. 
Paz nailed a second was a hopelessly out- 
gold in archery by classed second with 
powering the wom- | 57. 

en's compound team | Albania pulled off 


past an Indonesian | ee qa he lone knodut 


Squad to give the de- MANEAT міл for the day to re- 

fending overall Taian tain her women's fly- 

champion Filipinos weight tile over a" 23 ore: 

33 gold medals with two full days Hansa Kadeewong, but her five ses ap ama reece site ai ры 
of competition left in this 11-na- other teammates proved easy KINGS AGAIN: The Philippine basketball team huddles during a timeout in their game against Malaysia. The Filipinos scored a resounding 
tion sportsfest. preys for their respective Thai ri- triumph to virtually clinch the Southeast Asian Games gold medal in the men's basketball event. INQUAERPHOTO/RAFFY LERMA 


The Filipinos clinched the cov- val 
eted basketball crown with one Albania smashed Kaseewong to 
game left to play the two softball the canvas for good with an over- 
squads stood just a victory away hand right to the face. The referee 
from retaining their titles and Ce- countedg out the Thai with 36 
cil Mamiit forged another show- seconds gone in the first round. 
down against Thai Danai Udom- It was the lone break in an all- 
choke for the men’s singles plum Thailand show of ring superiority, 
in tennis leaving light flyweight Alice Kate 
But the Fil-Am reinforced cage- Aparri, light bantam Annalisa 
belles had to settle for the bronze Cruz, bantam Jouvilet Chilem, 
medal, their faint hopes for the feather Ronijen Sofla and light 
gold shattered by the unforgiving Mitchel Martinez with silvers. 
and defending champion In faimess to the Thais, they 


crown over Malaysian Leong Mun hind by 19 strokes after three 
Yee while Paz, the individual win- rounds and the women squad 
ner of the event, boosted his part- dropping to second, three shots 
nership with Jennifer Chan and off the Thais. 
Abbigail Tindugan to the women’s With all four players ripping 
compound team gold. par the Putra Cup champion 
The Harbour CentrePhilippine Thais posted а 630 total against 
five outplayed Malaysia, 108-60, the 649 of the Filipinos, who 
and put the gold away with its tailed фе — second-running 
third straight win under the sin- Malaysians by three strokes and 
glexound format since Thailand, Indonesia by two. 
its final foe on Thursday, already The female golfers still have a 
has two losses. shot at first place, however, with 


Malaysians, who cruised to а 74- won without exploiting their fa- = coynray paran зз sı ть, Mamiit, beaten by Udomchoke Anya Tanpinco just a shot off indi- 
56 win and а showdown fortheti- mous hometown bias—although Thailand ADI D ae T^ de 29 inthe singles of the team event vidual leader P Kongkraphan of 
tle with Thailand. there were some officiating laps- Vietnam 57 43 50 ims 4 2 23 lastFriday gained another shot at Thailand with a 3-under 141 and 

Boosted by an 11-gold rampage es—and the seven Filipino fight- Malaysia м 36 72 Cambodia 2 з в ще Thai №. 1 after crushing Ny their team only three down at 
for the day, Malaysia moved upto ers going up against the hosts in Indonesia 38 46 5 Brunel 1 1 4 бап Tan of Viemam in the semifi- 289. 
third overall with 42 victories, the all-male finals Thursday can Singapore 38 33 31 TimorLeste 9 0 © nals, 6-0, 6-2. ‘Touted as a major gold contrib- 

-sweeping past Singapore which more or less expect to get a fair Udomchoke ousted Elbert Sie utor taekwondo could produce 
slid to fourth with 38.wins. And shake if they perform well. Over Singapore's Choon Kiat Tey, male cue artist failed to keep her of Indonesia, 6-4, 6-0, after elimi- only two silver medals for the day 
Indonesia inched ahead of ће The lanky Alcano, who broke 9-6. 8521 crown on Tuesday and nating Fil-Am Eric Taino, 6-2, 7-6, courtesy of Marie Antoinette 
Philippines with 37 golds after a into prominence by winning the _ It was the second gold for the wound up with just a bronze. in the quarterfinals Rivero and Alex Briones. 
harvest of 12 Wednesday. World Pool 9-ball ttle last year, billiards team after Rubilen Amit's Perez, who won three golds 1 Тһе golden promise in golf dis- ^ Rivero, who came to the tour- 

Thailand still emerged the most captured the men’s 8-ball singles victory in the women's 9-ball sin- Manila two years ago, defended appeared with the defending namentafter securing an Olympic 
productive nation with 20 victo- gold with a scrambling 9-6 win gles although the country’s top fe- her women’s 3-meter springboard champion men's team falling be- LEAN DAY/A22 


Filipino 7 ji 
officials 
mulling 
pullout 


‘NAKHON ВАТСНА- 


pines suspect host 
‘Thailand of resorting 
to dirty tactics to have 
decisions in subjective 
sports in the 24th SEA 
Games go in its favor. 
. Complaints over 
alleged biased judg 
ing and scoring in 
such events as judo, 
karate-do, taekwon- 
do and boxing have 
reportedly prompted 
the officials to consid- 
erpulling their ath- 
Jetes out of their re- 
maining events. 

"Iniühaw tayo rito 
sa (They're roasting 
us here in) Thailand,” 
rued Bacolod Rep. 
Monico Puentevella, 
the RP deleation’s 
chief of mission. 

A meeting among 
the officials was 
scheduled later 
Wednesday. 

“We will discuss all 
our options,” said an 
RP delegation insider. 
“The primary option 
isto walkout of the 
évents or boycott. 
them completely" 

After watching 
four female boxers 
Jose on points in the 
finals Wednesday, 
Puentevella said he 
would call for a meet- 
ing of the country's 
delegation officials. 


ISN'T IT COMFORTING TO KNOW 
THAT YOU'RE NOT ALONE 
IN YOUR QUEST FOR EXCELLENCE? 
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SEAG medalists 


to get extra bonus 
NAKHON RATCHASHIMA—FIL- 
ipino medalists in the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games will get 
an extra bonus for Christmas 
from President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee president Jose Cojuangco 
Jr. said late Tuesday. 

have been informed by 
Malacafiang that President Ar- 
royo will give all of our Southeast 
Asian Games medalists bonuses, 
regardless whether they win the 
gold, silver or bronze,” said Co- 
juangco. 

"However, | was not informed 
how much they will get," Co- 
juangco added. "But this should 
be a welcome development for 
our athletes.” 

He pointed out that the cash 
gifts were on top of the regular 
incentives given by the govern- 
ment through the Philippine 
Sports Commission for SEAG 
medalists. 

Under the scheme, an individ- 
ual gold medalist gets P100,000, 
the silver is worth P50,000 and 
the bronze P10,000. 
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24TH SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES 


> 


‘THE PHILIPPINES’ Roxas Ma. Criselda (left) launches a kick against Vietnam's Bui Thu Hien in the women's +67kg taekwondo in 
the 24th Southeast Asian Games in Thailand. 


жалыз 


RP five rips Malaysia, 
puts hoop title in bag 


GAME THURSDAY 
3p.m.—Phiipines vs Thailand (М) 
5p.m.—Thalland vs Malaysia (W) 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—SHOWING HUNGER 
unusual for such a fancied side, the Philippine 
men's team played without letup and swamped 
Malaysia, 108-60, Wednesday night in the first 
of two games the Filipinos need to win to for- 
mally rule the 24th Southeast Asian Games bas- 
ketball tournament. 

‘Al Vergara scored 14 points and led six others in 
twin digits as ће Filipinos started hot and doubled up 
on the Malaysians at the end of the third to post win 
No. 3 in the same overpowering style that reaffirmed 
their lofty status in the region. 

‘The title was unofficially clinched by the Philippines 
when it dominated Indonesia, 75-49, on Tuesday, but 
the Filipinos still need to come out against the Thais 
‘Thursday and would not even need a win to bag the 
gold that truly matters back home. 

‘As things stand, the Filipinos can still win the gold 
‘medal even if they lose by 25 points to the Thais since 
that would give them a 3-1 card, tied with the Indone- 
sians, whom they ripped apart by 26. 

The Filipinos, seeking to win an eighth straight gold 
medal in this event, have now won their three games 


Lean day drops. 


From page A21 


slot last month in Мета, blew 
her bid for a third straight Games’ 
gold, losing to Thailand’s Cassan- 
dra Haller, 5-4, in the under 67 kg 
final. 

Briones, who was with Rivero 
in the Vietnam Olympic qualifier, 
bowed to Vietnam's Nguyen 
dedere in 


by an average of nearly 43 
points with host Thailand the 
Only one standing in the 
way—if that can even be 
said. 

i Gabe Norwood, the Fil- 

D American leader of the team, 
ТБ didn’t even have to push him- 

ase смз | self, taking just one field goal 
дедов юп, | attempt—and making it—to 
Rodi finish with only oe os 
the least from among 12 men 

coach Junel Baculi utilized. 

"The team is very well motivated," Baculi said after 
moving on the threshold of his first SEAG crown as a 
coach. 

"We spent more than P20 million preparing this 
team since the Seaba, but this gold just made it worth 
all that amount," said Harbour Centre owner Mikee 
Romero, the cage delegation head who bankrolled the 
team since early this year. 

Norwood, though, made contributions in other de- 
partments as he wound up with five rebounds, six as- 
sists and two steals in less than 20 minutes on the floor 

Jeff Chan and Allan Salangsang had 12 points each, 
Beau Belga and Chad Alonzo chipped in 11 each and 
National University hotshot Jonathan Femandez and 
reigning UAAP MVP Jervy Cruz contributed 10 each. 

Malaysia was out of it right in the first quarter as it 


-= 
| 


The two female beach volley 
pairs—Heidi llustre-Diane Pascua 
and Michelle Laborte-Michella 
Carolino—advanced to the quar- 
terfinals and the Filipinos re- 
mained on course in their bid to 
hang on to their baseball crown. 
But the medal-starved bowlers 
in Bangkok continued to struggle 
with Biboy Rivera running fifth in 


ion. the men's Masters qualifying with 


Aside from the five runner-up 
finishes in boxing, three other sil- 
vers came from Noel Espinosa in 
the individual men's kata in 
karate-do, Nerlyn Huinda in the 
under 60kg in pencak silat and in 
the men's 10-crew 1,000-meter 
eventin traditional boat racing. 


ters with 1610. 


Singson sets sights on 
SEAG vindication 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA— 
Esther Marie Singson is out 
for Southeast Asian Games re- 
demption and the only way to 
do it is to win her event in the 
biennial meet’s 24th edition. 
“Ct is) Extra motivation para 


Singson said the substance 
came from a slimming tea she 
drank to keep her weight down. 
Representations by her and the 
sports officials were of no use. 
“Gusto ko na talagang mag- 1. 
really wanted to) quit pagkata- 


1661 pins followed by Raoul Mi- 
randa with 1636. Liza Clutario 
маз also fifth in the women’s Mas- 


Remy Ong of Singapore paced 
the men’s division with 1819 
while Sharon Koh led the wom- 
en's section with 1696. 


By Musong R. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THE PHILIPPINES. 
put two teams into the knockout phase of 


trailed by 19 before the Filipinos turned up the heat 
some more at the Keelapirom Stadium here and end- 
ed the third period with an 86-43 lead. 

‘The RP women's team went out of the tournament 
in a bad way, losing lopsidedly to Malaysia, 56-74, for 
a 1-2 card that meant another failed attempt to win its 
event for the first time in its SEAG participation. 

Held to just ten points in the first period to trail by 
nine, the Filipinos didn't show the need to mount a 
comeback and steadily drifted back. 

‘The Thais and the Malaysians dispute the women’s 
title Thursday at 5 p.m. (6 p.m. Manila time) shortly 
after the RP men’s team tries to close out the round 
robin tournament unscathed also against Thailand at 
3pm. 

The scores: 

Women's Game 

MALAYSIA 74—Chow 16, Goh 14, Kew 13, Teo 8, Beh 7, Yong 6, Low 
4, Pte3 нез 

PHILIPPINES 56 — Gries 13, Brick 10, Tioseco 7, Tolentino 7, Jacob 
6, Vega 6, lesa 6. Valencia 1, Jose O, Narciza 0, Matsuno O. 

Quarters 1910,38-23, 52-39, 7458 

Men's Game 

PHILIPPINES 108 Vergara 14, Chan 12, Sdangsang 12, ea 11, 
опоо 11, Femandez 10, Cnz 10, Castro 9, Bautista 8, Tan 5, Rodriguez 4, 
Norwood 2 

MALAYSIA 60—Chee 12. Cheong 10, Lau 9, Koh 7, S008, Loh 5 Tan 
2, Ang 2. Koo 2, Kuppusamy 0 

Quarters: 39-14, 55-2, 86-6, 108-60 


IN THE FINALS 
The Philippines’ 
Danica Calapatan 
performs in the rope 
competition of 
women's rhythmic 
gymnastics. 
Wednesday at the 
24th Southeast 
Asian Games. 
Calapatan made it to 
themedal round. № 


Beach volley tandems 
enter knockout stage 


Laborte wound up with a 2-3 slate. 
Carolino-Laborte, being the final Pool A 

qualifier, drew the strongest team from 

Pool B as a quarterfinal foe, the Yupa 
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Filipino medalists 
(As of Dec. 12,2007) 
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sa akin, ang bumawi dito sa (for 
me to win in the) SEA Games," 
she said Wednesday as the RP. 
taekwondo jins geared for bat- 


роз пит (after that incident” the women's beach volleyball event in the 


24th Southeast Asian Games with Diane 
Pascua and Heidi Ilustre nailing the No. 2 
slot in Pool B. 

Michelle Laborte and Michella Carolino 
were the No. 4 qualifiers in Pool A as Thai- 
land topped both groups and could well ar- 
range an all-Thai match for the gold medal. 

There were actually four countries which 
occupied the eight total slots in the KO 
phase, with Malaysia and Indonesia the 
other two. 

Pascuz-Ilustre, which is being honed for 
the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing, fin- 
ished with a 4-1 record, while Carolino- 


Phokongploy-Kulna Kamoltip team that 
‘went unbeaten in five classification match- 
es like the other Thai team. 

Pascua-Ilustre slugs it out with the De- 
vota Rahawarin-Yokbeth Kapasiang squad 
from Indonesia with a win putting the Fil- 
ipinos into a semifinal confrontation with 
the Tenpaksee Usa-Sannok Jarunee squad 
from Thailand. Л). Som meio enti M оно (es Under 

Usa-Januree will clash with the теў e 
Malaysian pair of Teng Кее Luk and Isw Ari 
Manokharan, the No. 4 Pool B qualifier, at 2 
p.m. (3 p.m. Manila time) Thursday at the 
His Majesty the King’s 80th Birth Anniver- 
sary courts here. 
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ituloy ko lang daw (But my 
friends, and even my mother, 
advised me not to)” 

Singson regained her RP 
‘Team slot by emerging as the 
best player of the Carlos Palanca 
J. championship held in early 
2006. She then secured her slot 
here by winning the gold in the 
Asean championships in Vung 
‘Tau, Vienam last October. 


The five-foot-three Singson is 
entered anew in the under - 
55kg class, the same event she 
topped two years ago in Manila. 

But a mandatory drug test 
days after the event showed 
banned substance in her urine. 
‘The result was overturned and 
her gold taken away. 
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Three-gold sweep 
within grasp in 
softball, baseball 


By Ernesto А, Gonzales 


NAKHON ВАГСНАЗМА-ТНЕ 
two golds in softball lay just a 
game within reach while the base- 
ball plum was just two victories 
from the grasp of the Philippines 
on Wednesday at the 24th South- 
east Asian Games here. 

The RP Blu Girls blanked Sin- 
gapore, 7-0, in the semifinals at 
the Nakhon Ratchasima Rajab- 
hat University football field and 
they will likely meet the same 
team again for the gold medal 
under the page system on 
Thursday. 


Same situation 

That's the same situation for 
the Blu Boys, who turned back 
Indonesia, 3-1, to reach the fi- 
nals where they are expected to 
meet the same Indons under the 
same format, 

Both defending champion 
teams are undefeated so far 
with the Blu Girls on a four- 
game streak and the Blu Boys 
on a five-game roll although 
they needed to score a run each 
in the last three innings to down 
the Indonesians Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the baseball 
squad finally gave up a run be- 
fore pulling away to a 6-1 victo- 
ry over Burma (Myanmar) at 


the Queen Sirikit Sports Center 
in Bangkok. 


Third straight win 

From a 1-1 tie after the first 
inning, the Filipinos stormed to 
a 5-1 lead after the fifth before 
adding another run in the ninth 
to seal their third straight victo- 
v 
"Thailand later showed its ti- 
tle potential by overwhelming 
Malaysia, 34-0, in five innings 
to grab the lead with a 4-0 slate 
in the six-team field playing a 
single round robin to decide the 
title. 

Capping the onslaught with 
an 18-run fourth inning, the 
Thais came close to matching 
the tournament's most lopsided 
win, a 37-1 rout scored by In- 
donesia against Cambodia last 
Sunday while improving on the 
31-0 victory by the Filipinos 
over Malaysia last Friday. 


Realistic chance 

The Thais, the only team with 
a realistic chance to dethrone 
the Filipinos after beating them 
in the Asian Games last year, 
take a rest Thursday while the 
defending champions meet the 
Indonesians in a bid to forge a 
winner-take-all showdown 
with the hosts on Friday. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


SHEILA Mae Perez performs during the 
women's 3-meter springboard diving final at 
the Aquatic Center in Nakhon Ratchasima. 
The defending champion Perez blew the field 
out of the water with an impressive 10-point 
victory. sturas 


24TH SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—SHEILA MAE PEREZ, THE 

Philippines’ diving treasure, ruled the women’s 3-me- 

ter springboard at the 24th Southeast Asian Games 
here with ease. 


Perez occupied top spot 
right after her first dive, 
staying there until the end 
to score a total of 316.60 

points and win her fourth 

SEAG gold medal. 
The 20-year-old from Davao, 
who has been handled by a Chinese 
coach since October, dove virtually un- 
challenged all day, repeating as champion 
by close to 10 points over Mun Yee Leong of 

Malaysia, the Asian Games bronze medalist 

‘who could only total 306.90. 

"She is very confident coming over here,” 
swimming association president Mark Joseph 
said after the first day of competition at His 
Majesty the King’s 80th Birth Anniversary 
complex here. 

Thanh Tra Hoang was third with a 300.80, 


while Dhayna Lemay, 
the second Filipina in 
the nine-strong field, 
was eighth with 
223.65 points. 

Perez, who is seek- 
ing a possible stint in 
next years Beijing 
Olympics, will also 
gun for golden те- 
peats in the 1m 
springboard and 
women’s 3m synchronized springboard events 
in the last two days of the diving competition. 

Ceseil Domenios teamed up with Perez for 
the synchronized gold in the 2005 Games. 

Actually, Perez will leave for Xian, China, af- 
ter the Games to train for her stint in a diving 
Grand Prix in Beijing, which will be the final 
qualifier for the Summer Games. 

Perez was the only one in Wednesday's field 
to get a score of as high as 8.5 in almost all of 
her dives. 
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BECAUSE he lost to Danai Udomchoke in the 
team event, Cecil Mamiit (above) goes into the 
final against the Thai ace the underdog, servum 


Mamiit sews 
up titanic 
clash with 
Udomchoke 


By Musong R. Castillo 


anila gets rocked with a different kind of explosion! ; Ў 
р . The country's top bands clash in a night that pays homage to true quality music. о 
AL CI. Mingle with the masters of the Manila music scene as they give you valuable lessons on how to fork Ж 
ff" Musie heads get the thrill of their lives in an awesome exhibit of car audio set ups, music instruments, 
morabilia; and rare vinyl records, To complete the mix, the country's best Djs electrify with cheir sounds 
A This is music the way it should be played, seen, heard and experienced. t 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—CECIL MAMIIT 
wanted payback against the man who 
snatched the gold medal off the Filipinos 
necks in the team event. Thai ace Danai 
Udomchoke wanted revenge for a loss a little 
farther back in time. 

‘They both earned a shot at their wishes on 
Wednesday, forging a titanic singles duel for 
the gold at the 24th Southeast Asian Games at 
His Majesty the King's 80th Anniversary cours 
here, 

‘Mami, the Filipino hotshot, booked a slot 
їп the finals after easily dismissing Nysan Tan 
‘of Cambodia, 6-0, 6-2, in the semifinals. 

Mamiit will be gunning to defend the crown 
he won in Manila, a victory Udomchoke hasn't 
forgotten. The Thai superstar was on the other 
end of the court when Mamiit danced his way 
to the gold in 2005. 

Udomchoke, who said that winning the 
gold here would be sweeter if he did so at the 
expense of Mamiit, trashed Indonesia's Elbert 
Sia, 6-4, 6-0. 

‘The 33-year-old Mamiit had earlier lost to 
Udomchoke here, 6-4, 6-4, during the team 
competitions eventually ruled by Thailand. 

‘And to avenge that loss, Mamiit will have to 
playa lot harder than he did in Manila in 2005, 
‘when he won in straight sets. 

‘Thailand has been pushing Udomchoke ex- 
tra hard with the countrys sports authority 
even putting up a professional tournament in 
Bangkok a week before the start of the Games 
to get its man in tip-top shape. 

Малій parmership with Denise Dy, mean- 
while, barged into the semifinals of the mixed 
doubles event after a 6-3, 7-5 plastering 
Malaysia's Adam Jaya and Jawairiah Noordin. 

Eric Taino-Diane Matias also moved into the 
Final Four and could make it an all-ilipino 
clash for the gold after a marathon 6-2, 4-6, 
10-8 victory over the Indonesian pair of 
Suwandi Suwandi and Angelique Widjaya. 
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THE Philippine swim team’s fantastic four: (from left) Daniel Coakley, 
James Walsh, Miguel Molina and Ryan Arabejo. 


By Recah Trinidad 


NAKHON — RATCHASIMA—FLY- 
weight Annie Albania demolished 
Thailand's Hansa Kadeewong 
with a thunderous right cross to 
score a stoppage in the first 
round but her lone gold medal 
victory for RP failed to taint the 
clear superiority established by 
the hosts over their Filipino rivals 
at the start of the two-day boxing 
finals yesterday. 

The RP women's team, which 
won four gold medals to power RP 
to the boxing championship in the 
2003 Southeast Asian Games, was 
overpowered by a younger but de- 
termined Thai team that grabbed a 
total of six gold medals against only 
one by the Philippines. 

There were small discrepancies 
in scoring as boxers from both 
countries squared off in a total of 
six gold-medal bouts but, on the 
whole, Thailand prevailed pulling 
away because it fielded the better 
fighters. 

Light flyweight Alice Kate Aparri 
was clearly outboxed by Sopida Sa- 


Chilem 


- PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


24TH SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


AQUATICS CHIEF MARK JOSEPH YESTER- 
day bared the secrets of the country’s 
tankers who fished eight gold medals from 
the swimming pools in the Southeast Asian 
Games, their best effort in 16 years. 

First, he said, was a solid program. And 
then, he added, there was that “family” at- 
mosphere within the team. 

Joseph and fellow Olympians Pinky 
Brosas, Ral Rosario and Akiko Thomson as- 
sumed power in the Philippine Amateur 


пешанд Swimming Association four years ago, 


the manner his women fighters had 
lost to the hosts. 

“The honor of the country should 
prevail above everything, they 
should not dishonor us by giving us 
one-sided decisions,” Lopez told 
NBN-4 boxing commentator Ron de 
los Reyes after the fights at the 
Mauenpug Municipal Gymnasium. 

*T would not be part of this comic 
show in Thailand," Lopez added. 

The Thais claimed a sixth gold 
when pinweight Duanatha Ngam- 
lam defeated her Vietnamese foe. 

The closing round in boxing will 


tumrum, 18- 
6, light ban- 
tam Anna 
Lisa Cruz 
was по 
match 
against the 
tall, sharp 
Usanakorn 
Thawin- 
suwanawang, 
18-8 and 
bantam Jou- 
velie 

was outslugged Бу 


‘Tasamalee Thongjaan, 17-12, be- 
fore the final two bouts of the Thai- 
RP showdown emphasized the 
hosts’ superiority. 

Featherweight Ronijen Sofla was 
shut out by Peamwilai Laofeam, 19- 
0, while defending lightweight 
champion Mitchel Martinez, fa- 
vored against her 17-year-old oppo- 
nent, faded rapidly and was out- 
punched, 21-11, by Sumitra Ngok- 
sungnoem. 

А dejected Manny Lopez, presi- 
dent of the Amateur Boxing Associ- 
ation of the Philippines, protested 


beheld today with all seven Filipino 
fighters figuring in gold-medal 
bouts against Thai rivals. 

RB which won a total of eight 
gold medals—four each by the 
women and men's team—in the 
2003 SEA Games championship in 
Bacolod City, will need to sweep the 
remaining bouts against awesome 
Thai foes to have a shot at the box- 
ing championship. 

Based on the make-up of the RP 
and Thai squads, Filipino boxing of- 
ficials here may have to invent a 
better alibi for the expected results. 


amid a turbulent power struggle and imme- 
diately started implementing drastic ac- 
tions to improve the sport. 

"What this SEAG should make apparent to 
the swimming community in the Philippines is 
that we have a program,” said Joseph in a text 
message from Thailand, where the country's 
divers are still seeing action. 

He said there is now “a dear pathway for 
swimmers to get to the United States for train- 
ing, and a few will be like Miguel (Molina), 
Ryan (Arabejo) and Daniel (Coakley).” 

Molina won three individual golds (400m 
and 200m individual medley and 200m 


sends Thai foe Hansa Kadeewong to the floor. 
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клен Joseph reveals swim team’s secrets 


breaststroke), while Arabejo garnered two 
(200m freestyle and 1,500m free). Coakley 
clinched the 50m free via a new SEAG record, 
while JB Walsh snared the 200m butterfly. To- 
gether they nailed the 400m IM relay. 

It was the best RP performance since the 
10-gold output of Eric Buhain-led squad in the 
1991 SEA Games in Manila. It also well sur- 
ppassed the three-gold haul of the country in 
the 2005 Philippine edition, 

“Our team and the coaches and all parents 
were helping one another just like one family” 
he said. “This is a new phenomenon for swim- 
ming, it may sound simplistic but its the truth.” 
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‘Toothless’ Alcano bares bite, rules 8-ball final Tanpinco, RP 
ladies slip to 
2nd; RP men 

concede fight 


By Musong В. Castillo 


By Musong R. Castillo Alcano thus won his third gold medal in two 
editions of the Games after winning the 15- 
ball rotation and the 15-ball doubles with 
Leonardo Andam in the Philippines in 2005. 

Lee Van Corteza and Antonio Gabica, mean- 
while, will carry the fight for the Philippines 
when 9-ball men's singles action starts Thurs- 
day also at the Sima Thani Hall 

Corteza, who got booted out by countryman 
Jeffrey de Luna in the first round of the KO 
stage of the 2007 WPD last month, debuts 
against Вгалеѓ Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee, 
while Gabica slugs it out with Ibrahim in race- 
109 matches. 

In related news, Angelina Magdalena 
Ticoalu, the Indonesian whom Amit beat to re- 
peat as 9-ball champion, won the 8-ball singles 
also late Tuesday at the expense of Santhinee 
Jaisiekul. 

‘Thai Jaisiekul had shown Amit the door with 
a 7-6 semifinal victory that prevented the Fil- 
ipino from scoring another golden double here. 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—RONNIE ALCANO 
broke out of a tight match with longshot 
Choon Kiat Tey of Singapore on Wednesday to 
posta 9-6 victory and bag the 8-ball men's sin- 
gles gold medal in the 24th Southeast Asian 
Games at the Sima Thani Hall here. 

The toothless Alcano, the reigning world 
8-ball champion, wriggled out of a 6-6 score 
and won the final three racks of the altemate- 
break match to gift the Philippines with its sec- 
ond gold in billiards counting Rubilen Amit's 9- 
ball victory over the weekend. 

It was actually the second tough match that 
the 35-year-old Alcano had to win after he 
scraped past World Poo! Championship veter- 
an Ibrahim Bin Amir of Malaysia, 9-8, in the Fi- 
nal Four late Tuesday night. 

Bin Amir won the bronze after a 9-0 victory 
over Dachawat Poomjang of Thailand, Tey's 
semifinal victim, in the consolation match. 


BONANZA RANCH KHAOYAI, THAI- 
land—Anya Tanpinco fired a one-under-par 
71, her second sub-par round, but fell to sec- 
ond in individual play like her ladies squad 
with just a round left at the 24th Southeast 
Asian Games golf competition here. 

Another 220, meanwhile, kept the 
Philippines in fourth spot in the men's team 
championship as Thailand left the field 
fighting for the crumbs at the long Bonanza 
Golf and Country Club layout here. 


RONNIE Alcano completes his billiards mission, plunking the 8-ball 


gold medal into the Philippine coffers. ees 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—EXCEPT 
for a very few, the Filipinos who 
booked into the Sabai Hotel are well 
known in Manila's basketball circles. 

PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad, 
his newly appointed special adviser 
Joe Lipa, SBP executive director Pato 
Gregorio, RP team patron Mikee 
Romero of Harbour Centre and his 
trusted lieutenant Erick  Arejola, 
coaches Junel Baculi, Louie Alas, 
Lawrence Chongson, team managers 
Bernard Yang of Hapee and Baby Oben. 
of Toyota Otis, to name a few, are bil- 
leted in the hotel together with mem- 
bers of the Philippine media. 

Former La Salle cager BJ Manalo al- 
so booked here with his wife and one- 
year-old baby girl. BJ said he's in Thai- 
land as part of an international reli- 
gious group that is into sports. 

For Pato, who came with his par- 
ents, the SEA Games is also а trip 
down memory lane. Pato's mother 
worked in Thailand many years ago as 
a United Nations staff member and she 
had brought her family with her. Pato 
was then only a young boy. 

Sabai is a three-star accommoda- 
tion, considered top of the line in this 
remote area, where life is painfully 
slow and laid-back, as Baby Oben puts 
it. So laid-back indeed that my friend 
Rhea Navarro of Shakeys V-League 
‘wanted to tum back as soon as we ar- 
rived here that lifeless Saturday at 


Business is brewing in Thailand 


Beth Celis 


dusk, after four hours of land travel 
from Bangkok. 

Rhea only changed her mind when 
familiar faces started trickling in from 
various SEA Games venues later in the 
evening. 

One unfamiliar face that joined 
the basketball delegation here is 
that of Paul Monozea, a Filipino who 
has been based in Singapore for 15 
years. 

Someone whispered to me that 
Paul is known as an international 
deal maker and wherever he is, 
there's bound to be a big business 
transaction. 

“He deals only with the wealthiest 
and the best in a particular country” 
my informer told me. 

‘Naturally, I got very curious. 

What is this guy doing with the 
Pinoy group in Ratchasima. Who is 
he with? Is there a big business 
‘transaction going on? 

took one good look at the “Deal- 
maker" one morning. He was 


dressed in a loose round-necked T- 
shirt, walking shorts and wore rub- 
ber shoes. He was tall, mestizo and 
probably in his late 30s. 

I wondered whether this man 
could indeed make another person 
ог group richer by billions that 
quick. 

Notby design, I got to meet the mys- 
serious stranger on my second day in 
Nakhon Ratchasima, also known as 
Khorat. 

He told me he had been invited by a 
man he foresees to be in the Forbes List. 
of 50 wealthiést people in the Philip- 
pines in two or three years. En route to 
Khorat, he and this young Filipino 
businessman stopped over in Bangkok 
to meet with biggies of Pricewater- 
house Coopers where he works. 

‘This Filipino businessman is well on 
his way to becoming the Philippines’ 
biggest iron ore magnate, Monozca in- 
formed me. 

Although I didn’t get here on time 
to catch RP Harbour Centre's first 
match against Cambodia, my col- 
leagues said I didn’t miss anything. 

‘The game was so lopsided, they 
said, that an official of the RP dele- 


Many consider the game against 
Indonesia, which we beat by 26 
points, as the championship match. 

Indonesia earlier beat dark hors- 
es Malaysia and Thailand. 

Over bottles of Singha beer and 
bowls of strange apperitifs, a group 
of scribes mulled the possibilities of 
a Philippine gold in the Olympics—if 
only women's boxing is an official 
sport. 

‘They all agreed that women's box- 
ing could be a real source of our first 
Olympic gold. And they based their 
observation on the performance of our 
female boxers here who sent six of 
their seven entries into the finals 
against Thai foes. 

Speaking of beer, I informed Jon 
Hernandez, of San Miguel, when he 
called from Manila the other day, 
that the drinking group here has 
been homesick for San Mig Lights, 

Could he recommend a place 
where the group could buy the 
home-brewed product? 

Jon wasn't sure about San Mig 
Lights, but he said Phuket Beer and 
Blue Ice Beer, which are both avail- 
able here, are manufactured by San 
Miguel Corp. 

While Red Horse is sold in stores, 
Jon said other San Miguel brands 
can only be bought in bars. 


Tanpinco and Chihiro Ikeda, who submitted 
75, pooled 146 for the day and 289 after 36 
holes as the Filipino ladies, the leader by one 
shot in the first round, dropped to second spot, 
three behind new paceserter Thailand. 

Regina de Guzman failed to count for the 
second straight day with another 77. 

“Tanpinco yielded the individual lead to Thai 
P Khongkraphan, who shot a tournament-best. 
69 for 140. She stood one shot ahead of the 
Filipino, a member ofthe silver medal-winning. 
team in the 2005 Manila Games who opened 
up with a 70 on Tuesday. 

Anthony Fernando turned in a level 72 and 
Ferdinand Aunzo and Mark Fernando both 
fired 74s as the Filipinos virtually ended their 
bid for the gold medal. 

All four of Thailand's players shot under-par 
rounds for 208 as Pipatpong Naewsuk and Т. 
Khrongpha submitted 69s and either of the 
70s of K. Aphibarmrat and Varut Chomchalam 
capped team scoring for the day. 

The Thais built up a whopping 16-stroke 
lead over second-running Malaysia, which 
drew 71 from A.M. Nazari and 74s from Ed- 
mund Au and Amli Mohayadeen for 218 and 
646 overall, one up on Indonesia and three 
ahead of the Filipinos. 

Skipper Caloy Coscoluella has already con- 
ceded the gold to Thailand, but vowed to at 
least snare the silver on the final day Thursday. 

“Patay na tayo sa ginto (we've los the 
gold),” Coscoluella said as he noted how the 
‘Thais have out-driven the Filipinos here, "This 
course, though not that difficult, served them 
(Thais) well because they are all long." 

‘The Thais are out-driving the Filipinos by at 
least 25 yards, and this disparity is evident 
when they play their second shots into par-5 
greens. The Filipinos use 3-woods and fall 
short while the Thais would putt for eagles af- 
terlongiiron shots, 
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Laos may 
cut hoops 


from SEA 
Games 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAILAND— Af- 
ter working hard to reclaim its basketball 
throne in the region, the Philippines faces 
the prospects of not being able to defend its 
crown in the next Southeast Asian Games. 

Basketball and gymnastics are in doubt 
for the next edition of the SEA Games after 
2009 host Laos confirmed Wednesday that 
itcannot stage the events. 

Laos sporting officials said its host city, 
the capital Vientiane, did not have ade- 
quate facilities to hold the events, which 
are staples of most multisports games. 

“There will be no gymnastics and basket- 
ball during the 25th SEA Games,” Laos 
team commissioner Somphu Pangsa said. 
“There are по 
huge venues for 
indoor sports like 
these.” 

Pangsa said 
Laos intended to 
cut the number of 
sports from 43 in 
the current games 
to 25, but would 
not reveal which 
other sports were to be excluded. 

Core sports such as athletics, swimming 
and soccer must be retained. 

Thailand officials have thrown gymnas- 
tics and basketball a lifeline, saying they 
are prepared to concurrently host the gym- 
nastics in cities neighboring the Laos bor- 
der, such as Nongkhai, Ubon Ratchathani, 
or Udon Thani. 

“We were informed by the Southeast 
Asian Gymnastics Confederation that there 
will be no gymnastics in the 25th SEA 
Games in Laos, so the president of the Thai- 
Jand Gymnastics Association is currently 
negotiating with the Laos sport minister to 
host the gymnastics on Thai soil at the same 
time as the games in Laos, and the winner 
will receive the SEA Games medal like it 
was being played in Laos,” Sarayuth 
Phanasak, secretary of Thailand's Gymnas- 
tic Association, said 

“We have seen that SEA Games is the 
chance for developing gymnastic sport for 
athletes in Southeast Asian nations, and if 
we don't have these kind of sports the gym- 
nasts in this region will lose their chance to 
develop.” 

Basketball was scrapped from the 2005 
edition in Manila because of a leadership 
controversy involving the Philippines’ na- 
tional federation. 
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CLEVELAND main man LeBron James (right) sparks his squad with 


AP his return, leading the Cavaliers past the Pacers. 


REUTERS 


LeBron bac 


Ford falls hard on floor 
as Raptors trip Hawks 


^ CLEVELAND—LEBRON JAMES RETURNED FROM INJURY TO SCORE 17 POINTS AND 
help the Cleveland Cavaliers end a six-game losing streak on Tuesday with a 118-105 


Victory over the Indiana Pacers, 


James, who played 22 minutes off the 
bench, missed five games with a sprained left 
index finger. Cleveland lost all five games. 

"It felt like we were in a good groove,” said 
James, who wore a protective glove. “Every- 

‘one knows each other. We know what we like 
and dislike, so it felt like it did last year when 

‘we were playing our best basketball.” 

Lamy Hughes also came off the Cleve- 

Jand bench in his second game back after 

injury and recorded а season-high 36 
points, while Anderson Varejao made his 
season debut, also off the bench, after ending 
acontract holdout. 

Mike Dunleavy led the Pacers with 23 
points while Jermaine O'Neil had 18 and Troy 
Murphy posted 14 points and 12 rebounds. 

In Atlanta, Toronto Raptors point guard TJ 
Ford was taken off the court ona stretcher fol- 

lowing a scary fall late in a 100-88 vic- 
tory over the Atlanta Hawks on 
Tuesday. 
Ford, who missed 
the 2004-05 season 
with Milwaukee 
following neck 
surgery, stole 
the Бай and 
was headed to- 
ward a break- 
away basket 
when Atlanta 
rookie Al Hor- 
ford hit his face 
with his hand. 
Ford landed hard 
on his back, his 
head bouncing off 
the floor 

Raptors spokesman 
Jim LaBumbard con- 
firmed Ford "had feel- 
ing in his upper and 
lower extremities 
when he was tak- 
en of the 

floor" 
Ford, who 
scored 26 
points, was tak- 

ento Piedmont Hospital. 
In Washington, Antawn Jamison had 22 


What's in a name? Bitbit's is worth the bronze 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAILAND— 
During most tense sporting events you. 
expect to see coaches chewing some 
gum or their fingernails, but Myanmar's 
tennis coach has chosen an exotic alter- 
native for this Southeast Asian Games. 

‘Aung Moe favors the betelnut, and 
because its banned from sale in Thai- 
land, he has been forced to bring a sup- 
ply from home. 

"The betelnut is the seed of the Betel 
palm and acts as а stimulant when 
chewed. It was banned in Thailand not 
because ofits effect on chewers but be- 
cause the bright red spittle it produces 
Teavesstains. + 

Myanmars 46-year-old coach can 
regularly be seen dashing from his seat 


red 


that 


the: 


to the restrooms during 
matches to dispose of his 


residue thoughtfully. 


Laos’ two petanque 
gold medalists have be- 
come instant million- 
aires—in Laotian kips 


tis, 


Saengpon Polamad, 


chief commissioner of к 


Laos athletes, said each 

Southeast Asian Games 

gold medalist from the nation will re- 
ceive 20 million kips (about $1,800), 
with silver medalists receiving half 
that, and bronze about half that 
again. 


presence in Southeast. 
Asia due to the former 
French colonization of 


region and has delivered. 


Laos two rare gold 

 medalsat this games. 
Myanmar may not be 

threat in many events at. 


this Southeast Asian Games, but when it 
comes to memorably named athletes, it 


must claim gold and silver. 
Filipino cyclist Baby Marites Bitbit 


comes close but is in the bronze medal 


| Petanque—a form of 

' boules most readily asso- 
ciated with elderly partic- 
ipants in France—has a 


position. 

Justas she was in the women’s 
marathon and 10,000 meters, Myan- 
mar’s barefoot runner Pa Pa is a close 
runner-up. 

And gold? It must surely go to Myan- 
mars wushu competitor Honey Ko Ko. 

Organizers have handed out more 
than 100,000 condoms to athletes 
and fans during this Games. 

Samrerng Yaengkratoke, chief of 
the provincial health office, said the 
free condoms were part of the Sports 
Fight Against AIDS program. 

Dozens of volunteer motorcycle 
taxis with bags full of condoms have 
been roaming the city. AP 


the 
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‘THOUSAND OAKS, CALIFORNIA— 
Tiger Woods rates his 2007 season 
almost on a par with his perfor- 
mance in 2000, which is widely re- 
garded as one of the best years in 
golfing history. 

The American world No. 1 racked 
up seven victories on the 2007 PGA 
‘Tour, including his 13th major title 
at the PGA Championship in August. 

He also enjoyed a golden cam- 
paign in 2000, winning the last 
three majors of the season along 
with eight other tournaments 
worldwide. 

“I think this year was very close to 
doing that,” Woods told a news con- 
ference on Tuesday during prepara- 
tions for this week's Target World 
Challenge. “I was just four shots 
away. 

“Thad a great chance to win three 
of the four majors this year. I finished 
second in two of them and was just a 
few shots away from basically doing 
what I did іп 2000. 


pr 
зо 


чш. 
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"If got those done, people would 
‘obably be comparing it (this sea- 
п) to 2000, if not better.” 

Woods, named PGA Tour Player of 


the Year on Tuesday for the ninth 
time, tied for second at the Masters. 


Woods' 2007 a throwback to his best golf year 


TIGER Woods collects his third straight Player of the Year award. 


before again finishing runner-up at 
the US Open. 


"I didn't capitalize on my opportu- 


nities, like at Augusta I did not finish 


the last two holes well,” he said, ге- 


ferring to Augusta National, the per- 


manent venue for the Masters. 

“Tbogeyed 17 and 18 both Friday 
and Saturday You can't do that and 
expect to win a major championship." 

Woods triumphed four times in his 
last five starts on the 2007 PGA Tour, 
ared-hotrun he rates equal to any he 
has produced in terms of ball-striking 
and consistency. 

“There's no doubt it was right up 
there,” the 31-year-old said. “I really 
felt like [had control of the golf ball 

“Granted, I did have some bad 
days in there but I managed to shoot 
70 or 69 on those bad days through 
‘course management or proper miss- 
es. [didn’t shoot myself out of any 
event.” 

Woods was delighted to earn the 
PGA Tour honor for the third consec- 
‘utive season, and ninth time in the 
last 11 years. 

"Its been a great year overall and to 
get the wins and the respect of your 
peers, that’s always what you want to 
have happen," he said. Reuters 
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points and 13 rebounds and Caron Butler 
added 20 points and 10 rebounds as the Wiz 
ards overcame a career-high 36 points from. 
Craig Smith to clobber the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves, 102-88. 

In East Rutherford, New Jersey, Chris Ka- 
man and Tim Thomas both scored 18 points 
to lead the Los Angeles Clippers past the Nets, 
91-82, for their first win in New Jersey in 
nearly 10 years. 

New Jersey lost for the eighth time in its last 
nine home games. 

Richard Jefferson led New Jersey with 21 
points but was 6-for-21 from the field. New 
Jersey shot 32 percent (26-for-81), including 
5-for-25 in the fourth quarter, 

Thé Clippers’ last win at New Jersey came 
in January 1998, a span of eight games. 

In Memphis, Tennessee, Chauncey Billups 
had 28 points and 14 assists, while Richard 
Hamilton scored 27 points for the Detroit Pis- 
tons, who caged the Grizzlies, 113-103. 

Tayshaun Prince scored 19 points and Jason 
Maxiell finished with 15 points, missing only 
one of eight shots from the field as the Pistons 
‘won their seventh game in the last eight. 

Rudy Gay led Memphis with 20 points, 16 
in the second half, while Pau Gasol and Kyle 
Lowry both had 18 points. 

In Chicago, Ben Gordon scored 27 points 
and Luol Deng added 20 for the Bulls, who 
routed the Seattle SuperSonics, 123-96, for 
their most lopsided victory of the season. 

The league's worst shooting team, Chicago, 
converted 53.7 percent of its field goals. The 
Bulls led 67-49 at halftime after outscoring 
Seattle by 14 in the second quarter and never 
letup. 

In Salt Lake City, Martell Webster scored 25 
points and the Portland Trail Blazers won on 
the road for just the second time this season, 
clipping the Utah Jazz, 97-89. 

In Oakland, California, Baron Davis had 18 
points, six rebounds and six assists as the 
Golden State Warriors took advantage of Tim 
Duncan sitting out another game to beat the 
San Antonio Spurs, 96-84. 

Stephen Jackson had 20 points, five assists 
and five boards and Matt Bames added 16 
points and eight rebounds as the Warriors 
used a big second quarter to snap the Spurs 
five-game winning streak. Reuters, AP 
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HOLMES: I feel good about myself. 


Hall is now 
Holmes' bome 


CANASTOTA, NEW YORK—HE HAD A BOX- 
ing resume that could stand beside the greatest 
in his sport. Yet Larry Holmes always seemed 
to have to justify himself as a champion. 

‘There was no need for explanations Tues- 
day 

Holmes received the ultimate validation 
when he took his place in the Intemational 
Boxing Hall of Fame. Joining him in the 2008 
class were 11 others boxers and ring personali- 
ties chosen by members of the Boxing Writers 
Association of America and a panel of intema- 
tional boxing historians. 

He will be enshrined as the longest reigning 
‘world heavyweight champion in boxing histo- 
ту, holding the title for nearly seven years 
(1978-85). Holmes’ 20 successful heavy- 
‘weight title defenses were surpassed by only 
Joe Louis with 25. He was on the verge of 
matching Rocky Marciano's perfect 49-0 mark 
when he was upset by Michael Spinks for his 
first loss. 

“I think there were some people who short- 
changed me,” Holmes said by telephone. 
“Sometimes the critics try to make you think 
you are less than what you are,” 


Holmes will be inducted June 8. AP 
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Southwoods Chairman’s 
“Сир stakes P3M in prizes 


PRIZES WORTH ABOUT P3 Airlines an El Nido vacation 

million will be given away in package, a Coca-Cola golfing 

the Chairman's Cup 2007 golf vacation in China and an SYM 

tournament tomorrow and Motorbike Bonus 100—will 

Saturday at the Masters апі first be staked as hole-in-one re- 

‘Legends courses of the Mani- wards but will be raffled off if 

la Southwoods Golf and not won. A Texas Eagle cart will 

Country Club in Carmona, beanother prize for an ace. 

Cavite. ‘More than 400 members of pups Nee m > 

‘Three major prizes—a Mit- the clubs have already signed cal marathons and other А 
sibi Lancer GLX, a week up for the toumey held inhon- гасез will be up to par with 3 ge-group 
long Alaska cruise for two via or of Southwoods chair of the a сед toes City Merten: r у 
fal Carribean and Korean board Robert John Sobrepena. four de France and event : 

ы = Koen шын the Olympics. At least, as far Š tennis set 

as the accuracy of the timing 


===... system is concerned. 1 THE PHILIPPINE TENNIS AS- 
= -To upgrade the quality of races EU sociation will hold the Philta- 
Ў in the country veteran marathon Dr. Pablo Olivarez Age-Group 
‘wnssnarighticon Ù organizer Rudy Biscocho recent- 3 Tennis Championships on 
ly acquired the state of the art " $ Пес. 18-22 at the Rizal Memo- 
AMB ChipX Timing System, spe- rial Tennis Center. 
Бат ; Б рот о fn the boy а 
— — competitions in the boys an 
арсена нирваны (ы WT as running, cycling, ice skati 3 
Ще КОБРА 1 cs пиш oing, ice Sting RUDY Biscocho with Ben Wyner, AMB Australia Sales and girls 18 years and under, 16 and 
other Shark Roof Caddies: м " 5 i imi taney 14 ind under Lond 
i ао. ational events us- Marketing Manager, upon his purchase of the AMB Timing System дег and the E 
= | pm ing the ChipX are the Tour de (inset) in Australia. With them is David Dowling of AMB Asia. idee d 
кеч = Rope 2007, i Poland, Е a the Ам sem, seek мым Monito Айн King of Registration for the touma- 
та i Shark neraptack "Hamburg lon World athlete is fitted with a chip which the Road, Avon foot race, Yakult тет, a Group 3 Philta event, is 
ЖКын т ш К Championships 2007, the Euro- outputs a signal As ће athlete 10 Miler Global Giy Run, ABS- going on and deadline for sub- 
C85 ARGO Е pean MTB Championships and crosses the star/finish line, the CBN DZMM Takbo Para sa Ka- mission of entries is at noon on 
20283 ME 


END] the South African Ironman, the signal is detected and the exact likasan, WRR Run for Life, the Saturday. Draw will follow at 2 

а UCI World BMX Championships, time calculated. Clark Free Por Intemational рт. tobe conducted by touma- 

1 Tour de France, the Olympics According to Biscocho, the Marathon slated Jan. 13, 2008 ment referee Godfrey Callao 
and the Hong Kong Cycling Asso- systemwillnowbeusedinallhis and the Condura Run in March, Entry fee is 300 per category. 


running events like the National 2008. Marion Bernardino 
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San Carlos bets dominate 


ЕВЕ Visayas edition 

UNIVERSITY OF SAN CARLOS EMERGED THE 
dominant school in the recent Visayas edition of 
the Futures Basketball League (FBL), winning two 
out of three divisions contested in the finals held at 
‘the Don Bosco Technical College covered courts. 

The juniors division saw USC-North team, led 
by its pair of MVP's Kim Jordan Nuneza and Mil- 
ton Ойда, dispose of Don Bosco Technical Col- 
lege, 72-58, ina highly physical game. Earlier, 
USC-North defeated Sacred heart School-Jesus 
while Don Bosco upset highly favored University 
of Southern Philippines in their semis matches. 

In the midgets boys" division of the tournament, 
it was even an all-USC affair as the school's North 
and South teams met for the championship with 
n т the reigning titlist South team, led by lan Ortega. 
вом > 3 and Bradley Bacaltos , best its sister team, 45-37, 


50 pes = wh SE г“ 4 4 to take the crown. 
T Red Mutbcolor 


FiliCity hosts mountain bike 
BIDDING TO MAKE ENDURANCE RACING CLOS- 
erto the people, Sabak Sports and Adventure has 
teamed up with FiliCity (Filinvest Corporate City) to 
соте up with 9 to 9: The 1st FlliCity 12 Hour 
Mountain Bike Endurance Race. 
FED tte , $ To be held at FiliGity grounds in Alabang on 
Fo md | + >. . Dec. 15, the event is open to riders ofall ages and 
> White ! Multicolor 4 v genders. Categories include Mens Team, Womens 
5 ~ = A Team, Mixed Team and Solo, Team entries must 
№ 5 = be comprised of three riders only, each of whom 
ы J must complete a minimum number of laps in or- 
der to be considered a finisher. 
The endurance race is just the first in what 
Sabak Sports and FiliCity envision to be an ongo- 
ing series of events designed to attract more peo- 
“Top Sseling | я 7 и ple to the sport. For details, call 8503516. 


charger n 


we ш р ` à ё k UGBA champ known today 
є кә |: d EIGHTY CHAMPIONSHIP FIGHTS WILL BE FEA- 
CANON bus i7 Zoom? tured in the finals of the 632-entry UGBA Heritage 
№ Cup National 9-stag derby starting at 2 p.m. today 
atthe Araneta Coliseum. 
no A “The grand champion wil receive a staggering 
Ommi мон Purpose [prize of P6 million from the total purse of P10.15 
LED Lamp milion, according to Rene Diaz, president of Unit- 
BLT-218PK ed Gamecock Breeders Association (UGBA). 
Raul Adan of LGBA leads with eight wins and 
one oss but sabong idol Patrick Antonio of Team 
Sagupaan, Charlie Yu and Jimmy Canda of 
Salpukan Davao and Nestor Vendevil of Nueva 
Ecija have six points with three more fights ей. 
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Energizer 
X-Focus 216 
* LED fight: 


[OM 


‘Noche Buena’ derby up 
ROLIGON MEGA COCKPIT'S ANNUAL NOCHE 
Buena 4-cock derby sizzles on Dec. 27 with 
P500,000 in guaranteed prize for the winners. 
Host Rolly Ligon said entry fee is P6,600. 
“The one day format will allow participants, 
‘specially those from the provinces, to save pre- 
cious time and resources,” said Ligon. 
Meanwhile, the No Entry Fee Fastest Win 
One-Ulutan" sizzles at Roligon tomorrow and on 
Saturday, with P100,000 up for grabs. For detalls, 


call 8512275, 8529812 and 8331638. 
* 500 ml. coffee maker 
+2 sets ceramic mug, 


‘saucer and spoon Rate 1—(Qr/Ti)—Sirong 


Fiend (3), Camins 57 
Fury (4) Terrible Ё 
Жам Е 9005 $ Friend (1), White D= 
2 yuiBVery!P500}single}oriaccumulated 0005 : mond (2) NETOA 
| + .purchasejentitlesiyou? toxairaffle.coupoi : пае? з ау ан ‘oy И, Urduja (3), Chi- 
| e å „ы ВасеЗ— ИЛИ) —Рате Of The Friend (4), Royal Lady 
‘American | ze ‘Wind (5), Magic Street/Styie Icon (6), Oliva Tan (1) 
Heritage | i > Васе 4—(Ort/Iri)—Erica's Talent (2), Speed Admiral 
T з (7), Lord Brian (5), Dow Jones (6). 
Race 5—{Ort/Iri)—Tata Ra/On The Fairway (5), Black 
‘Magic/Elegancia (3), Spin Cycle (6), Unfolding (4) 
Race 6—(OrvTri)—Quant Je Puis (4), Danehil (6), 
Magic Cue/Shades Of Red (1), Que Fresca (5) 
Race 7—(Penta/Ort/Iri)—Yanong Rikit (7), Hurry Му 
Love (2), Speed Bullet (5), Spanish Drums (6) 
Race 8—(Super 6/Qr/Tri)—Terry Toon (3), Princess 


— EET Leighla (13), Iron King (2), Expiditer (6), Best In 
ES eee ena TEE Fels (I) Daoa (12) 
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“Excellence in Connection 


Enjoy the Best First Class Service 
in the World 
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KOREAN AIR 2) 


Reservation Center, Manila: 893-4909 IT 
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E Gaming unit eyes listing 
on London exchange /B2 


ш Gov't generates P90B 
from asset privatization 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


Peso defies regional 
decline, hits 41.31:$1 


By Doris C. Dumlao economy, which is currently be- 
sieged Буа credit crunch arising 
THE PESO YESTERDAY from the subprime crisis. 
climbed to a 41.31 to a dollar, The subprime crisis was 
defying а regional currency caused by rising delinquency 
market downtrend caused by among mortgage credit or 
concerns over the “small” inter- housing loans givén to borrow- 
est rate cut by the US Federal ers with imperfect credit history 
Reserve. and little equity. 

The local currency opened At the rate that it is going, cur- 
near the days low of 41.54 but rency traders believed that the 
closed at theday's peakof 41.31, only way to temper the pesos 
supported by the strong season rise would be for the Bangko 
of overseas Filipino remittances, Sentral ng Pilipinas to again 
currency traders said. slash interest rates during its 

It gained another 9 centavos next policy rate setting on Dec. 
from Tuesdays 4140 to $1. 20. (See story on this page.) 
Since the start ofthe year, Asia's Even if the disappointing US 
best performing currency has Fed rate cut might have trig- 
appreciated by nearly 19 per- gered an unwinding of the so- 
cent against the greenback. The called yen "carry trade"—or the 
резо is now trading at its high- practice of sourcing funds from 
est level since touching 41.28 low-interest rate Japan to invest 
on May 10, 2000. in high-yielding emerging mar- 

On the other hand, the In- kets, local traders said the peso 
donesian rupiah, Korean won, was not affected as much be- 
Taiwanese dollar and Malaysian cause of the strong OFW inflows 
ringgit faltered against the dol- ahead of the Christmas season. 
Jar on concerns in Wall Street — Volume traded at the Philip- 
that the “too little, too late" US pine Dealing System yesterday 
Fed interest rate cut would again was heavier at $622.3 million 
revive aversion to emerging against the previous day's $502 
market assets. million. 

Although the 25 basis-point Тһе US Fed lowered on Tues- 
cut by the US Fed had been day the targeted funds rate by a 
priced in by investors, many quarter point to 4.25 percent, in 
were hoping for a more aggres- its third rate cut in this easing 
sive intercession to preventare- cycle, but some were looking 
cession in the world's biggest forward toa bigger reduction. 
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DECEMBER 
STOCK MARKET 
Stocks end 1.8% lower  , PSECOMPOSITEINDEX 


tee а 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 1.8 PER- H 
cent lower yesterday in a sell-off а1- = 
tera modest cutin US interest rates ie» 


disappointed investors, dealers said. 

Local investors took a cue from 
Wall Street, where the Dow Jones. 
industrial average fell more than 2 
percent on Tuesday after the Fed 
trimmed its benchmark rate by 25 basis points at its final meeting 
this year. 

While tha size of the cut was expected, investors were still hoping for 
a bigger half-point reduction to help the US economy avert a recession. 

The composite index dropped 66.79 points at 3,605.59, a two- 
week low. 

The broader all-share index fell 36.38 points to 2,207.37 

Decliners overwhelmed advancers 95 to 22, while 39 were un- 
changed. 

A total of 3.3 billion shares worth P4.3 billion were traded. 

"The Fed cut its rates, but the guys on Wall Street are not happy 
with the size of the cut. They think that i's not sufficient to arrest an 
economic slowdown,” said James Lago at Westlink Global Equities. 

But the Fed left the door ajar to more rate cuts, saying “incoming 
Information suggests that economic growth is slowing, reflecting 
the intensification of the housing correction and some softening in 
business and consumer spending.” 

The Fed also said strains in finaniial markets have increased in 
recent weeks. 

Bangko Sentral Governor Amando Tetangco welcomed the Fed's 
latest move, saying the rate cut and the benign inflation outlook 
give local policymakers “elbow room" in monetary policy. (See re- 
lated story on this page.) 

Market heavyweight Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
dropped P10 to P3,040. Conglomerate Ayala Corp. fell P20 to P565. 

But San Miguel Corp.'s A-shares, restricted to local investors, surged 
P4.50 to PSS. Из B-shares, open to foreigners, advanced P4 to P55.50. 

Westtink’s Lago said the rally in San Miguel shares was а "combina- 
tion of technical factors and possibly some market expectations that 
San Miguel will submit a "bid to win’ for the power transmission assets." 

"There's а play in San Miguel because it will take part in the TransCo 
bidding and whoever wins will certainly gain from TransCo's profitable 
operations," DA Market's Aguila said. (Seestory on Page A1,) АЕР 


(See stock mart report on Page 82) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Website: we inquirernebusiness 


Editor Raul О. Marcelo ө Assistont Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


back: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS YESTERDAY HINT- 
ed at a further easing in monetary policy following the US 
Federal Reserve's 25-basis-point cut in its benchmark inter- 
/B5 est rate, bolstering market expectations that the reduction 


E-mail: business@inquirer.com.ph 


will be matched by the local central 
bank during its next policy rate-set- 
ting on Dec. 20. 

“The Fed decision provides us el- 
bow room in monetary policy particu- 
larly as the inflation outlook contin- 
ues to be benign,” BSP Governor 
Amando Tetangco Jr. said. 
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77 Reduction seen to match US Fed's move 


"Nonetheless, this needs to be 
viewed together with the risks to the, 
favorable outlook such as volatilities 
in international commodity and food, 
prices as well as uncertainties in glob- 
al financial markets which remain 
present," he added. 
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Honda continuously strives to contribute to the preservation of our natural resources by creating vehicles that are not 
only fun and exciting but environment-friendly as well. In fact, all the Honda automobiles sold in the Philippines meet 
the EURO 4 standards, minimizing the emission of harmful exhaust gases. 


This Christmas, Honda gives back to nature and lets you discover the beauty of the environment 
and explore some of the Philippines’ natural reserves. 


Win a 3-day, 2-night holiday vacation for 2 
in these paradise resorts! 


~g monihly winners for a trip to 
Dos Palmas Resort, Palawan 


Promo vans until December 31, 2007 only! 
Draw dates: November 16, 2007; December 14, 2007; January 18, 2008 


Owning a Honda has never been this easy with Honda’ installment plans! 
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By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


THE GAMING UNIT OF LISTED IN- 
formation technology solutions 
provider Diversified Financial Net- 
‘work Inc. (DENN) is studying a pos- 
sible listing on the London Stock 
Exchangeor another foreign bourse 
to be able to raise its stake in a re- 
cently acquired gaming company. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine 

Stock Exchange yesterday, DENN 
subsidiary Pacific Gaming Invest- 
ments Pte. Ltd. (PGI) said it had an 

‘option to buy an additional 33.33 

“percent in Interactive Entertain- 

nent Technology Solutions (IETS) 
should it fulfil certain conditions, 
one of which was РСТ listing on ei- 
ther the London Stock Exchange or 
ап alternative comparable ex- 
change. 

PGI last week said it already 
‘bought 33.33 percent of IETS for 
"roughly $2.5 million. 

IETS was incorporated on Dec. 
:12, 2003, to engage in the busi- 

ness of providing software and so- 
lutions for the gaming industry 
and has been granted contracts by 


various gaming regulators for the 
operation of certain gaming-relat- 
ed contracts. It currently has an 
authorized capital stock of P30 
million. 

IETS is a local firm with manage- 
ment based in Singapore, sources 
familiar with the deal said. It is in- 
volved in event, sports and financial 
spread betting and has contracts to 
provide equipment and software to 
state gaming regulator Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming Corp. 
(Pagcor). 

“PGI has also begun due dili- 
gence on a number of cash flow- 
positive and operational slot ma- 
chine arcades in Cambodia and the 
Philippines with the end goal of ac- 
quiring these arcades,” DFNN and 
PGI chair Ramon Garcia Jr. said ear- 
lier. 

Garcia said that wireless sports 
betting, particularly using mobile 
phones, has been growing at a phe- 
nomenal rate in Europe, while 
somewhat absent in the Asian mar- 
ket. DENN, through PGI, will pro- 
vide the gaming software expertise 
and marketing tie-ups in various 
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Asian countries. 

“Major mobile phone providers 
are at the forefront of this techno- 
logical change,” Garcia said, adding 
that in 2002, Orange, the wireless 
mobile phone operator in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, signed an agreement 
with ukbetting.com, an online 
bookmaker, to be the network's first 
wireless betting provider. ukbet- 
ting.com is now part of the Sky- 
bet.com. 

Financial “spread betting” is an- 
other area that shows great 
promise for the company. So far, 
the biggest portion of wireless bet- 
ting in the United Kingdom in- 
volves financial instruments. *In- 
vestors” can use their cell phones 
to wager on the movement of a 
stock, currency, or commodity al- 
most anywhere in the world. Wa- 
ger amounts are small, but can of- 
ferlarge returns. 

The leading spread-betting com- 
panies, such as IG Index/IGMar- 
kets, City Index, Cantor Index, 
nancial Spreads and CMC, make 
most of their revenues from finan- 
cial markets. 


Sterling Bank gets FCDU license 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIP- 
inas has approved the application 
of savings bank Sterling Bank of 
Asia to operate a foreign currency 
deposit unit (FCDU). 

‘An FCDU isa unit of a local bank 
or of a local branch of a foreign 
bank authorized to engage in for- 
eign _exchange-denominated 
transactions, such as accepting 
foreign currency deposits and 
granting of foreign currency 
loans. 

In a briefing yesterday, Sterling 
Bank executive vice president Aste- 
zio Favis said the thrift bank was al- 
so seeking a license from the BSP to 
engage in trust operations as well 
asa separate accreditation from the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion to be a government securities 
dealer. 

At present, the bank can trade 


government securities but is not al- 
lowed to distribute these fixed-in- 
come assets. 

Since the start of Sterling Bank's 
operations last March, the bank's 
resources have expanded sharply to 
P3.5 billion from only P500 million, 
he noted. 

With an FCDU license, Favis said 
the bank could start investing in the 
governments foreign currency 
bonds or ROPs to match foreign 
currency deposits. 

“ROPs will likely be the bread 
and butter of our FCDU,” he said. 

Despite the sharp appreciation of 
the peso against the dollar, Favis 
said there would still be people or 
companies with FCDU require- 
ments, including those whose cash- 
flow or future requirements are in 
foreign currency 

Sterling Bank started operations 
with a capital base of P1 billion or 
three times the BSP's requirement. 


With the seed money, the bank im- 
mediately grabbed a slot among the 
countrys top 10 thrift banks in 
terms of capitalization. 

The banks shareholders are 
‚ЛКС Equities Inc, Star Equities 
and Surewell Equities Inc. ЛКС of 
the Tiu family and Star Equities 
have investments in a wide range of 
industries from logistics to finance, 
real estate as well as hotel and re- 
sorts. Among these are the Discov- 
ery Suites in Ortigas Center, the 
Mansions group of service apart- 
ments, Kent Vinyl Tiles and iRemit 
Global Remittance. 

The group acquired dormant 
Far East Savings Bank from the Ay- 
alas’ Bank of the Philippine Is- 
lands. Far East Savings was noth- 
ing but a shell company with a 
banking license and some govern- 
ment securities holdings. The 
group also bought 14 of the BPI 
group's excess branches. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE APPRECIATION OF THE PESO 
helped ease the government's outstanding 
debt to P3.832 trillion as of end-September, 
down one percent from the P3.871 trillion 
the previous month. 

1f the amount were divided among the 
country's projected population of 88.7 mil- 
lion Filipinos this year, each would have a 
share of P43,201 in the government's debt 
burden. 

Data from the Bureau of the Treasury 
showed that the outstanding debt as of 
‘September was composed of P2.206 trillion 
from domestic creditors and P1.626 trillion 
from foreign lenders. 

Officials said the government had adopt- 
ed the policy of depending more on local 
borrowings and less on foreign loans to 
minimize the country’s exposure to foreign 
exchange volatility. 

The total outstanding domestic debt was 
1.8 percent higher than the P2.167 trillion 
posted in August, while foreign liabilities 
were down 4.6 percent from the P1.704 
trillion. 

The increase in the domestic debt meant 
the government's fresh borrowings exceed- 
ed the amount of maturing obligations it 
settled, the BTr said in a statement. The 
government still needed to borrow to plug 
the programmed budget deficit of P63 bil- 
lion for the year. The decline in foreign debt 


СПЕ Oil Mills, UK- 
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Gov't debt down to P3.85T in Sept. 


was partly due to the appreciation of the 
peso. 

Government data showed the peso aver- 
aged 45.063 to a US dollar from January to 
September this year, stronger than the 
46.695 recorded average in the first eight 
months. 

The BTr said the amount of foreign 
loans paid in September was higher 
than the fresh borrowings made, the 
reason why the outstanding foreign 
debt marked a month-on-month de- 
cline. 

The BTr also reported that the govern- 
теп contingent debt as of September hit 
P513.5 billion, down 4.4 percent from 
P537 2 billion the previous month. 

Contingent liabilities are debts of gov- 
ernment-owned and controlled corpora- 
tions or government financial institutions 
Covered by sovereign guarantee. Once 
the state-owned firms default on the pay- 
ment of these loans, the liabilities be- 
come part of the national government's 
debt. 

ОЁ the contingent liabilities, P65 billion 
are domestic borrowings and P448.5 bil- 
lion represent foreign currency-denominat- 
ed debts. 

The government's debt stock was a result 
of its accumulated borrowings over the 
years. It borrows yearly to plug deficiencies 
in its expenditure requirements and pay 
maturing obligations. 


based partner 


embark on P30-M research project 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE COCONUT INDUSTRY INVESTMENT 
Fund Oil Mills Group has ventured into a 
P30-million research and development pro- 
ject with a UK-based firm to look into the 
цве of coconut oil as a source of other high- 
er value coconut products. 

Danilo М. Coronacion, СИР Oil Mills 
Groups president, said the project with the 
International Fuel Technology of UK would 
study a “fractionation” process to maximize 
use of medium chain fatty acid (MCFA) 
from coconut oil for industrial uses. 

He said the project would also study the 
possibility of the use of coconut oil not only 
for the recently commercialized coconut 
methyl ester or biodiesel, but also for bio- 
lubricants, other oleochemicals and a type 
of biodiesel that could be mixed with jat- 
ropha. 

‘The study likewise aims to derive from 
coconut oil valuable chemical properties 
for higher value products, like bio-lubri- 
cants, to optimize and lower the costs of lo- 
cal feedstock. 

The country's present use of coconut oil 
for biodiesel was based on technologies 


for long chain fatty acid (LCFA), particu- 
larly influenced by US or German tech- 
nologies. 

These technologies were designed for 
LCFA soybean oil, rapeseed oil or palm oil. 

The proposed technology for MCFA may 
lower costs and even maximize the coconut 
oil's competitive advantage. 

While exploring viable products from the 
MCEA technology, the research will also 
‘work on the blending of coconut oil with ja- 
tropha ой. 

Last January, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo signed into law Republic Act 9367 or 
the Biofuels Law, which aims to ease the 
country's dependence on imported, dollar- 
draining and pollution-generating energy 
sources. 

The law likewise made mandatory the 
blending of ethanol and coco biodiesel in 
petroleum products. 

RA 9367 also provides a package of in- 
centives for investors in the biofuels sector, 
including exemption from the payment of 
specific and value-added taxes and provi- 
sion of financing for those engaged in the 
production, handling, and transport of bio- 
fuel and biofuel feedstock. 


Nido Petroleum set to wind up data 
gathering off Northwest Palawan 


By Abigail L. Ho 


WITH THE COMPLETION OF ITS SEISMIC 
survey for Service Contract 54 off North- 
west Palawan, ustralia-based Nido 
Petroleum Ltd. is set to finish data acquisi- 
tion for SC 63 in the same area in the next 
few days. 

In a disclosure to the Australian Stock 
Exchange, Nido managing director David 
Whitby said that although delayed for a few 
days last month due to bad weather condi- 
tions, the SC 63 sur- 
vey should be com- 
pleted “in the next 
few days.” 

Чи. киеу ы ES P 
sumed last Nov. 30, 
and was now more 
than 93-регсепг 
complete, he said. 

Once finished, he 
said, all gathered 


completed its acquisition of 165 sq. km. of 
new 3D seismic for SC 54. Data processing 
was now being done by CGGVeritas in Sin- 
gapore. 

The three ‘surveys form Nido's largest 
seismic acquisition campaign to date, span- 
ning a combined total of 5,475 km. of 2D 
and 826 sq. km. of 3D seismic data. 

Completion of the data acquisition, pro- 
cessing and analysis would allow Nido to 
create a concrete exploration plan in the 
coming months. 
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already 43.percent 
complete as of Dec. 
7, Whitby said, 

The data gather- 
ing, which started 
on Nov. 1, was ex- 
pected to be com- 
pleted by end-Jan- 
uary 2008, “subject 
to weather delays,” 
he added. 

Nido last Oct. 30 
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TOKYO—ASIAN STOCK MARKETS 
skidded lower Wednesday, following 
"Wall Street into the red, on fears that a 
‘quarter-point interest rate cut by the 
Federal Reserve may not be enough to 
ward off a US recession, dealers said. 
‘They said that, while the US central 
-bank’s decision to trim its key federal 
"funds interest rate by 25 basis points to 
4.25 percent was in line with market 
expectations, some investors had been 
hoping for a more aggressive cut. 
Markets in Asia, however, managed 
to recover some of their losses in late 
trade as investors took the view that the 
initial sell-off was excessive. 
Tokyo ended down 0.70 percent, 


Oil drops as US 
pipelines restart 
after ice storm 


SINGAPORE—OIL PRICES ON WEDNESDAY 
dropped in Asia on reports pipelines shut by 
an ice storm in the US Midwest had been 
restarted, and after the Federal Reserve cut a 
key interest rate less than many had hoped. 

‘An ice storm that caused outages of key 
oil pipelines in the United States helped 
drive oil prices up by more than $2 a barrel 
in the previous session. But Dow Jones 
Newswires reported that at least one of the. 
pipelines—some of which serve the closely 
watched New York Mercantile Exchange 
delivery terminal at Cushing, Okla- 
homa—had been quickly restarted and that 
three others would soon follow suit. 

"yesterday's $2 increase was primarily 
driven by the rather severe ice storm that 
knocked out power around Cushing,” said 

Т Victor Shum, an energy analyst with Purvin 
8с Gertz in Singapore. “But that’s just a 

TBhort term weather thing, no real disrup- 
tion there, so that’s why the oil price is edg- 
ing down some." 

Light, sweet crude for January delivery 
"fell 36 cents to $89.63 a barrel in Asian 
electronic trading on the Nymex by late af- 

ternoon in Singapore. The contract rose 
2.16 to settle at $90.02 a barrel Tuesday. 

While traders saw the Fed's decision to 

cut its federal funds rate by one-quarter 
percentage point to 4.25 percent as а move 
that will help the US economy—the world's 
top oil consumer—and bolster demand for 
crude, many were hoping for a larger half- 
point cut. 

Market participants were also eyeing the 
release Wednesday of a report by the US 
Energy Department’s Energy Information 
‘Administration expected to show domestic 

+ crude oil and petroleum product stockpiles 
rose last week. 

The average forecast of analysts polled 
by Dow Jones Newswires was for crude 
supplies to grow by 100,000 barrels. 

Gasoline inventories were estimated to 
increase 1.2 million barrels. Distillate 
stocks, which include diesel and heating 
oil, were tipped to rise 300,000 barrels, the 

; survey showed. АР 


Pandit becomes Citigroup’s new CEO 


NEW YORK—CITIGROUP INC. 
named investment banking 
head Vikram Pandit as chief ex- 
ecutive and acting CEO Win 

+ Bischoff as chairman on Tues- 

“day, disappointing investors 

„who wanted a big-name out- 

‘sider to overhaul the bank. 
Citi had been seeking a re- 

;placement for former CEO 

“Charles Prince, who left on 

‘Nov. 4 under pressure from 
shareholders frustrated by 

.the performance of the 
largest US financial services 

‘company. 


The 


‘Shanghai lost 1.54 percent and Sydney 
fell 1.0 percent. 

‘Hong Kong was down 1.5 percent in 
late deals as Singapore slid 1.2 percent. 

“It seems that investors want the Fed 
to solve all the ills of the US economy 
with one shot,” said Benjamin Collett, 
head of hedge fund sales trading at Dai- 
wa Securities Co. in Hong Kong. 

"Some sectors want the Fed to sup- 
port the economy much more aggres- 
sively” he said. 

‘On Wall Street, the Dow Jones index 
dropped 2.14 percent Tuesday in the 
wake of the Fed's third interest rate cut 
since September to try to cushion the 
world’s largest economy from mort- 
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boom. 


China, 


gage and credit market problems. 

The US housing woes have triggered 
multbillion-dollar loses for major 
banks that snapped up mortgage- 
backed securities during a housing 


This in turn has led to a credit 
crunch, as banks become wary of lend- 
ing money to each other, and higher 
short-term interest rates. 

"The disappointment with the Fed's 
action will see investors once again 
‘worrying that the credit crunch and 
housing slump could send the US into 
recession," 
economist John Kyriakopoulos. 

Global stocks had enjoyed a strong 


mortgage repayments. 


With the rate cut out of the way, in- 
vestors moved to lock in some of those 
recent gains amid jitters that the fallout 
from the US subprime loan crisis has yet 


to fully run its course. 


warned МАВ Capital 


data." 


Chinese officials cite structural problems in US economy 


XIANGHE, CHINA—CHINA TOLD 
the United States Wednesday to fix 
its own economic problems rather 
than deliver lectures, as the two 
sides warned at top-level talks here 
that protectionism threatened their 
trade ties. 

The United States came to the two 
days of talks on the outskirts of Bei- 
jing with a long list of complaints 
about Chinas economic and trade 
practices, with the value of the Chi- 
nese currency, the yuan, chief among 
its concerns. 

But China's vice minister of com- 
merce, Chen Deming, said a weaken- 
ing US dollar was a bigger global eco- 
nomic concern than the value of the 
yuan. 

“(The yuan) is not the key issue,” 
Chen told reporters on the sidelines 
of the conference. “Currently, my fo- 
cus is more on the depreciation of the 
US dollar and its possible impact and 
repercussions for the world economy. 
I sincerely wish to see а scenario 
where the US economy is getting 
stronger and the US dollar is getting. 
stronger" 

In her opening remarks to the third 
Sino-US Strategic Economic Dialogue, 
the head of China's delegation, Vice 
Premier Wu Yi, also told the United 
States bluntly to бх its own problems 
rather than complain about China. 

"Obviously, to resort to trade pro- 
tectionism and blame another coun- 
ty for the structural problems in the 
US economy is the wrong approach, 
which would only harm the interest 
of the United States itself,” Wu said. 

Structural problems in the US 
economy include a low savings rate 
and a large public deficit, economists 
зау. 

Proposed US trade legislation to 
punish China for alleged unfair trade 
practices would be a mistake, Wu 
warned. 

“Tam particularly concerned about 


Citi shares have fallen by  utive committee. 
about a third this year, and 
the company has taken mas- 
sive write-downs for mort- 
gage-related holdings. 
appointment 
Bischoff, 66, was a surprise. 
Formerly chairman of Citi's 
international 
Bischoff served as acting CEO 
for the past five weeks. 
Former Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin, 
served as chairman in the in- 
terim, will return to his du- 
ties as chairman of the exec- 


Morgan Stanley. 
of 


businesses, 
for $800 million. 
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‘BSP hints at new interest rate cut 


| From page Bt 
Six of nine treasury experts polled by the 

= Iwoumnen yesterday after the US Fed rate cut 
said the policy-making Monetary Board 

‘would lower interest rates for the third 

_ straight month during its Dec. 20 meeting. 

: In an interview, Hong Kong-based HSBC 
economist Frederic Neumann said Tetang- 

co's statement indicated that the BSP was 
still in a monetary easing cycle. 

. "Even prior to this statement, market ex- 
pectation has been building up that there 
would be another cut this year,” Neumann 
said. “The expectations are for as long as 

{the Fed cuts, it provides Asian central banks 
тоот for monetary easing.” 

i "ts very unusual for BSP to cut so many 

~ times. However, the window of opportunity 
to cut rates is slowly disappearing because 
of pressures on inflation to rise next year,” 
he said. 
Neumann added that the fact that the 
next Monetary Board meeting was resched- 

5 uled ahead of Christmas, from the previous 
date of Dec. 27, was a signal that this next. 

} meeting was particularly important. 

Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. senior 

* vice president Marcelo Ayes said the BSP 
chief's statement was a clear signal that 


there would be another 25-basis-point cut 
this month. 

“At least it will slow down the peso's ap- 
preciation,” he said. 

Chinatrust Commercial Bank treasurer 
Roland Avante, who earlier saw a 50-50 
probability that the BSP would pause on its 
interest rate easing cycle this month, said 
he was now convinced that the central bank 
would slash its overnight borrowing rates 
bya quarter percentage point. 

The BSP's overnight borrowing rate is at 
5.5 percent and its lending rate at 7.5 per- 
cent, the lowest levels since the indepen- 
dent central bank was created in 1993. The 
central bank has reduced its benchmark 
rates by half a percentage point over the 
last two months. 

But there were some who believed that 
the BSP might pause on its interest rate- 
easing this month. 

Jonathan Ravelas, chief strategist at Eq- 
uitable PCI Bank, said the BSP's rate cut in 
November might be the last for this year, 
given the country's good economic growth 
numbers. 

“The Fed's decision to cut its discount 
rate tempers the view of drastic rate cuts,” 
Ravelas said. 


the 50 or so protectionist China-relat- 
ed bills introduced in the US 
Congress," 
quite candid about this: If these bills 
are adopted, they will severely under- 
mine US business ties with China.” 

US officals have repeatedly ar- 
gued that China is employing unfair 
trade practices by keeping the tightly- 
controlled yuan artificially weak 

This gives Chinese exporters an un- 


Pandit's career has includ- 
ed heading investment bank- 
ing and capital markets at 


He joined Citigroup five 
months ago when the bank 
bought his year-old hedge 
fund firm, Old Lane Partners, 


But some investors ex- 
pressed concern that the 50- 
year-old, India-born execu- 
tive has never run a public 
company, let alone one as big 


PEOPLE look at a model of Beijing's Central Business District made from 
Chinese yuan notes. China and the United States yesterday warned each 
other that their booming but tense trade relationship was under threat from 
protectionism, as they began two days of top-level economic talks. 


м 


fair advantage when selling goods in 
the United States, and is a big factor 
behind the massive US trade deficit 
with China that hit $23.8 billion in 
September, according to US figures. 
The leader of the US delegation, 
‘Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, re- 
peated his calls at the start of the talks 
for Beijing to loosen its controls over 
the yuan, arguing it was in China's 
economic intereststodoso. AFP 


r 


said Wu. "Í need to be 


Pandit also has no experi- 
ence leading a consumer 
business, which at Citi gener- 
ates more than half of overall 
revenue. 

“There was some hope that 
somebody with a bigger 
name would be chosen, so 
maybe, from that perspec- 
tive, there is some disap- 
pointment,” said Lee Dela- 
porte, research director at 
Dreman Value Management, 
which has $22 billion of as- 
sets and has sold its Citi hold- 
ings. Reuters 


rally since the start of the month on 
hopes of another US rate cut and a 
White House plan to help struggling 
American homeowners meet their 


“All the goods news is out now,” said 
Hiroyuki Nakai, chief strategist at Tokai 
Tokyo Research Center. “Investors don't 
expect much from US investment 
banks’ quarterly earnings later this 
week and forthcoming US economic 
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Elsewhere, Taipei ended down 1.71 
percent and Wellington dipped 0.69 
percent. Bucking the trend, Seoul end- 
ed up 0.1 percent, 

CommSec chief equities economist 
Craig James said investors would get 
over the apparent "shock" of the Fed's 
smaller-than-expected rate cut. 

"Recent economic data in the US has 
been encouraging, although clearly, 
risks continue to lie ahead," James said. 

The dollar turned lower against the 
euro and pound sterling in Asian trade 
in the wake of the US rate cut, but re- 
bounded against the yen. 

The dolar climbed to 110.94 yen af 
ter 110.64. 


US swap complaints in trade talks 


Corporate 
America 

braces for 
slowdown 


WASHINGTON—THE US ECONOMY IS OF- 
ten compared to a supertanker and, although 
‘Tuesday's interest rate cut by the Federal Re- 
serve may ease its passage, corporate Ameri- 
ca is bracing for stormy seas ahead. 

Many economists expect an almost two- 
year-long housing slump, tighter credit and 
high energy costs to slow US economic mo- 
mentum and dent corporate coffers in com- 
ing months. 

‘The Fed, in announcing a quarter-point 
cut in US borrowing costs to 4.25 percent, 
said it appears "that economic growth is 
slowing" which it partly blamed on softer 
business and consumer spending. 

US stock markets plummeted in the 
wake of the announcement signaling Wall 
Street's disappointment that a heavier rate 
cut was not implemented. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average closed down 2.1 percent 
while the broad market Standard and 
Poor's 500 index lost 2.5 percent. 

Some large corporations have cut their 
profit forecasts in recent weeks as concerns. 
mount over whether the world's biggest 
economy will slide into a recession. 

“А mild recession is now likely" 
economists at Morgan Stanley said in a re- 
search note released Monday, adding that 
further Fed rate cuts are also expected. 

The Morgan Stanley economists expect 
corporate earnings to contract by between 
five and 10 percent through much of 2008. 
Other analysts remain more upbeat, how- 
ever. 

Corporate chieftains usually curtail 
spending and investment during leaner 
economic times which, їп turn, contributes 
to slower economic growth. 

Big financial firms, which have already 
lost billions of dollars, and mortgage com- 
panies are suffering the worst pain from the 
housing meltdown and credit crunch. 

Economists fear the credit squeeze and a 
surge in home foreclosures could spill over 
into consumer loans and pinch other зес- 
tors such as auto makers. 

US light vehicle sales fell last month to 
1.179 million, 1.6 percent down from a 
year earlier, and some analysts believe the 
lingering housing downturn could drag 
down car sales. 

Delta Air Lines executive vice president, 
Glen Hauenstein, said last week the ai 
was experiencing “some softening from re- 
cent robust domestic demand" amid high 
fuel prices. 

But many American companies and 
shareholders are still profiting handsomely. 

AFP 


US inflation keeps heat on central banks 


WASHINGTON—THE US FEDERAL 
Reserve interest rate cut may have 
been a foregone conclusion as far as 
financial markets are concerned, but 
a heaping helping of global inflation 
data may leave a sour aftertaste. 

Nagging inflation, largely from 
steep energy and food prices, is 
forcing central bankers onto a nar- 
row plank as they seek the right bal- 
ance between promoting growth 
and keeping prices in check. 

Inflation hawks will likely be 
heard at least faintly in the closely 
watched statement announcing the 
Fed's decision to cut key rates. 

Last week, the European Central 
Bank kept rates on hold but ac- 
knowledged that some members 
had considered a hike to tamp 
down rising prices. 

ECB president Jean-Claude 
Trichet said the euro zone central 
bank “stands ready to counter up- 
side risks to price stability,” which 
sent a signal to investors that rate 
cuts were unlikely any time soon. 

The Fed will probably take a soft 


such as wages. 


Higher-than-expected 


half-point cut. 


index began in 1947. 


main relatively tame. 


moderate rise 


er tone, leaving the door open to 
lowering borrowing costs further 
early next year, amid expectations 
that a slowing economy will ease 
price pressure in other key areas 


However, recent data hasn't been 
going the Fed's way. A report on the 
US labor market's health on Friday 
showed wages rose by a surprising- 
lylarge 0.5 percent in November. 

readings 
on the US producer and. consumer 
price indexes, due on Thursday and 
Friday, may prompt some second- 
guessing, particularly if the Fed 
does opt for the more aggressive 


Global Insight expects a hefty 2.5 
percent rise in the PPI, which would 
be the fourth-largest jump since the 


But the “core” rate, stripping out 
food and energy costs, should re- 


“While the top-level number will 
be a shocker, we do not expect the 
in the core rate to 


cause Fed chair Ben Bernanke to fall 
out of bed at night,” Global Insights 
economists wrote in a note to 
clients. 

Exporting powerhouse China's 
consumer price index is also expect- 
ed this week, and will likely show in- 
flation moderated only slightly from 
an 11-year high notched in October. 

Many economists, including for- 
mer Fed chair Alan Greenspan, think 
China's deflationary power is peter- 
ing out, and rising domestic prices 
will filter through into its exports. 

To be sure, the US dollar has 
shown signs of stabilizing, and oil 
has dipped below $90 per barrel, 
giving inflation-watchers some 
breathing room. 

However, with Opec declining to 
boost output and with crop prices still 
high, food and energy costs are likely 
to remain elevated for some time. 

Perhaps more worrisome, there 
are signs that US consumers’ infla- 
tion expectations may be coming 
unstuck, another threat to already 
sluggish spending growth, Reuters 
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Gov't generates P9OB from asset privatization 


By Michelle V. Remo ticket assets next year, as it 
pushes the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue and the Bureau of 
Customs to improve their rev- 
enue collection performance. 

The government was 
forced this year to intensify 

privatization efforts due to 
the BIRs huge collection 
shortfalls. 

The BIR collected P575.4 
billion in taxes in the first 10 
months, off its target for the 
period by P54.1 billion. 

‘The BIR was tasked to col- 
lect P765 billion this year to 
help meet the government's 
deficit-reduction goal. But fi- 
nance officials admitted that 
the BIR target was no longer 
attainable. 


More than half came from sale of 60% stake in PNOC-EDC 


ernment's remaining 60-рег- bi 
cent stake in PNOC-Energy fers. 
Development Corp. which Other assets sold this year 
was booked in November. were the governments 46- 
PNOC-EDC was the last percent stake in Philippine 
state-owned asset in the Telecommunications Invest- 
pipeline for privatization this ment Corp. (PTIC) for P25.2 
year. billion; the old Пойо airport 
The recent PNOC-EDC sale property for P1.2 billion, and 
generated а total of PS8.5bil- а minority stake in Philippine 
lion, P47 billion of which National Bank for P998 mil- 
went to the state coffers and lion. 
the balance to Philippine Na- “The government raised 
tional Oil Co. P90 billion from January to 
In July, the government al- November, exceeding the 
so sold 20 percent of its stake full-year target of only P25.3 
in PNOC-EDC for P17.1 bil- billion," Finance Undersecre- 
lion. Of.the amount, P15.6 tary Crisanta Legaspi, who is 


THE GOVERNMENT RAISED 
P90 billion from the sale of 
state-owned assets this year, the 
biggest earnings registered so 
far under the privatization pro- 
gram. 

The Department of Finance 
earlier said the government 
would intensify its privatiza- 
tion efforts as a means of gen- 
erating revenues. It also said 
that the sale of state-owned 
assets deemed better run by 
the private sector would help 
improve the delivery of pub- 
Jic services. 

The DOF said that of the 
P90 billion, about P47 billion 
came from the sale of the gov- 


n went to the state cof- in charge of privatization 
matters, told reporters yes- 
terday. 

After completing its priva- 
tization program for this 
year, Legaspi said the govern- 
ment would start work on 
other big-ticket assets to be 
sold next year. 

Legaspi said the govern- 
ment was projecting some 
P30 billion in earnings from 
privatization next year. Up 
for sale next year include a 
Food Terminals Inc. property 
in Taguig and the govern- 
ments 12-percent stake in 
Manila Electric Co. These are 


the top priorities for privati- 
zation next year, she said. 

The finance official said 
this was a conservative tar- 
get, as other assets might also 
be offered for sale next year if 
there would be huge de- 
mand. 

The government also ex- 
pressed intention earlier to 
dispose of its 24-percent 
stake in San Miguel Corp., 
the Al-Amanah Islamic Bank, 
and the New Bilibid Prison 
property in Muntinlupa. 

Legaspi said the govern- 
ment was not intending to 
sell all the remaining big- 


No need to amend 
Epira, says Seipi 


By Abigail L. Ho accepting immediate open 
access and retail competition, 
provided they would пог be 
faced with the prospect of 
having to compete with 
Napocor,” Santiago said. 

He said JCPC could declare 
retail competition and open 
access, sans Napocor, even 
under the existing law. 

"In this way, no violation of. 
the Epira may arise and no 
cumbersome amendment 
would be necessary,” he said. 

Before retail competition 
and open access can be imple- 
mented, the Epira provides 
that five requirements have to 
фе met: the establishment and 
commercial operation of а 
wholesale electricity spot mar- 
ket, the approval of unbundled 
transmission and distribution 
wheeling charges, the imple- 
mentation of the cross-subsidy 
removal scheme, the privatiza- 
tion of 70 percent of Napocor's 
Luzon and Visayas capacities, 
and the transfer of 70 percent 
of Napocor capacity covered 
by independent power pro- 
ducer contracts to IPP admin- 
istrators. 

Only the first three require- 
ments have been met so far. 

The amendment bill, filed 
by Arroyo and Camarines Sur 
Rep. Luis Villafuerte, sought 
to bring down the current 70- 
percent Napocor privatiza- 
tion threshold to only 50 per- 
cent so that retail competi- 
tion and open access could be 
implemented soon. 


INSTEAD OF AMENDING THE 
Electric Power Industry Reform 
Act of 2001 (Epira), the Semi- 
conductor and Electronics In- 
dustries in the Philippines Inc. 
(Seipi) urges government to 
just direct йз efforts on acceler- 
ating the privatization of Na- 
tional Power Corp.'s assets. 

In a letter to Pampanga 
Rep. and House committee 
on energy chair Juan Miguel 
Arroyo, Seipi president Ernie 
Santiago said there was no 
need to amend the existing 
lawifthe objective was to im- 
plement retail competition 
and open access. 

He said the government, 
through the Joint Congres- 
sional Power Commission 
(CPC), could instead opt to 
accelerate the implementa- 
tion of retail competition and 
Open access, even without 
meeting some of the provi- 
sions set in the Epira, particu- 
larly with regard to the 
Napocor privatization pro- 
cess. 

However, he said certain 
safeguards should be put in 
place, including a shield from 
the still dominant position of 
Napocor in the market. 

“The early implementation 
of open access and retail 
competition may be achieved 
without the disruptions asso- 
ciated with amending laws. 
We believe the private stake- 
holders may be amenable to 


Healthway puts up 
P200-M branch in QC 


By Ronnel W. Domingo Emata said Healthway of- 

fered a wide range of medical 
service—including family 
medicine, pediatrics, gynecolo- 
ву, internal medicine, and gen- 
eral surgery—in a one-stop 
shop setting. 

He said Healthway’s Hong 
Kong-based parent firm, GenRx 
Healthway, was also making 
parallel moves in the territory 
as well as in mainland China 
where a total of four new 
branches were slated forlaunch 
in 2008. 


Gov't urged to raise 
agri infra spending 


By Amy R. Remo 


HEALTHWAY MEDICAL, WHICH 
operates a network of mall-based 
outpatient clinics in Metro Mani- 
la, is investing P200 million in a 
new branch at Gateway Mall in 
Araneta Center, Quezon City. 

Roy O. Emata, company chief 
finance officer, said in an inter- 
view that about half of the 
amount would cover construc- 
tion of the facility while the rest 
would be spent on equipment 
and the hiring of staff. 


do so," he stressed 

Yap, however, noted a recent 
influx of investments in the 
agriculture sector by Chinese 
and Spanish firms. 

Last week, the Spanish gov- 
еттеп and several private 
firms had expressed interest in 
investing in the country's biofuel, 
agriculture and fisheries sectors. 

‘Through the Department of 
Agriculture, the government 
inked several multimillion-dol- 
lar agreements with Spain to 
strengthen agricultural ties and 
open new windows of coopera- 
tion in biofuels production, 
agriculture, — micro-financing, 
and coastal management. 

This marked the fint time 
that the Philippines had inked a 
bilateral deal with a major Eu- 
ropean economy. 


AGRICULTURE SECRETARY 
Arthur C. Yap is urging the gov- 
ernment to increase infrastruc- 
ture spending for the agriculture 
sector to encourage investments 
in farm and fisheries projects. 
From the approved 2008 
budget of P25 billion for the 
agriculture sector, only P19 bil- 
jon will go to programs and pro- 
Jects, the rest will be for admin- 
istrative expenses,” Yap said. 

Of the total loans lent by 
banks last year, he said only 5 
percent went to the farm sector. 

He said investments in the 
farm and fisheries sector re- 
mained marginal. 

“The government is currently 
the biggest investor in agricul- 
ture and it should conti © 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
No. 2007-001-nfra. 


Bidding for the Hiring of an Architectural and Engineering Design Firm 
for the Construction of PhilHealth Corporate Center 


The Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth), through is Bids 
and Awards Commitee for Inastucre (BAC ina) ivtes constants o apply lor 
tigbliy and shortisting and if found ейубе and shorisied, o bid forthe hereunder 
project: 
Name of Project Нато of an Architectural and Engineering Design Рат for 
{he Consincion of PhiHealt Corporate Center 


Approved Budget 
For the Contract Рұ28, 467, 55622 


Source of Funding СОВ 2007 


Contract Duration six (6) months 

The ist of minimum requirements is indicated in the Elgibüty Requirements Lis 
Prospective bidders should have experience in undertating а simiar project wihi 
the last ten (10) years and have key personnel and equipment (owned. leased or 
under purchase) avaiable or е prosecuton of Ве projec. Ekgbily of prospective 
bidders shall be checked using поп-двслыюлагу “passai” стела. Shoristng of 
кубе consultants wil be done based on the folowing crier experience ol the 
‘consultant (30%), qualification of personnel (50%) and curent workload (20%) 
Orly fve (5) ekle бдеть shall make up the shortisi The evatuaion procedure. 
lo be зоре shall be Qualty-Cost Based Evaluaton (OCBE). Bis whose lechnical 
proposals pass the minimum lechnical rating of seventy percent (70%) shall have 
в Snancial proposals opened and evaluated. The technical proposal and financial 
proposal shall сапу sixty percent (60%) and forty percent (40%) weight in the bid 
evaluation, respectively, where in the event of а te in the top overall rating, the 
bidder with the lowest quoted financial proposal among the ed bidders shall be 
безак as бе highest rated bid 


Al paricuars relaie ЕК Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance 
есип, Pre-Bddng Conferences), Evaluation of Bis, Post Qualicaion and Award 
о! Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its 
Implementing Rules and Regulaton (IRR). 


The schedule of activiies is as follows: 


Activities 


‘Submission of Lets of intent and 
Aookcaton for Ebabiity 
issuance of Ероту Forms 

Deadine for the submission of Eigiiiy 
Requirements 
Results of Elli Check 
Resuls of Shor Lising 
“issuance of Bid Documents 

Pre-bid Conference | 


Schedule 
December 14 - 21, 2007 


December 4 71, 2007 
December 21. 2007 


December 25 - 28. 2007 
December 26 - 28. 2007 
January 3 - 9, 2008 
January 10, 2008, 1030 АМ 


The Еу Requirements List wil be avaiable at the Secretariat or the Bids and 
‘Awards Committees Offce, upon submission of a Letter of Intent (LOI) and upon 
payment of а non-refundable amount of one thousand pesos (Pip, 00000) cash to 
the PhilHealth Cashier. Submission of eigbiliy documents shali be in the same 
ofice 


Bid Documents wil be available oniy to shortisted bidders upon payment of а пот. 
refundable amount of Ten Thousand Pesos (Php10, 000.00) cash t the PhiHeal 
Cashier. 


PhilHealth assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
‘bidders for any expenses incurred in Ihe preparation of the bid. 


PhilHeath reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, fo annul the bidding process, 
and to regct al Bids al any time pror ю contract award, without hereby incuing 
any ойу to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


‘Secretariat forthe Bids and Awards Commitees in the Central Осе 
MR. JOSEPH O. VERGARA 

Rn. 1003, 10th Floor Cystae Centre 

709 Shaw Bhd, Brgy. Oranbo, Pasig City 

Tel (02) 633846. 

Telefax: (02) 637-4735 

етай add: osbac@phiieath gov ph 

wow phiheatth ov pb 


(508) ОСТАМНО Q. ESGUERRA 
Senor Vice President 

Actuarial Services and Risk Management Sector 
Chairperson, BAC-intra 
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CARN AS HIGH AS 6,50% INTEREST Р.А. TAX FREE! 


INVESTMENT “INTEREST RATE 


P50,000 - 999,999. 6.00% 


1,000,000 - 4, 999,999 625% 


5,000,000 - UP 6.50% 
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Republic of the Philippines 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Diiman, Quezon City 


М m. 


E-mail. membor_relations@sss.gov.ph • Website: Врачи зв govph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
АЕ No. 2007-007- Consulting 
DEDICATED SURVEY ON 
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION OF SSS MEMBERS 
(RE-PUBLICATION) 


The bid aims to engage the services of a Consultant to undertake the 


1 


‘survey of SSS members on their satisfaction on SSS s. 
policies and programs 
The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM (SSS), through the 2007 Approved 
Budge! for Consultancy Services, intends to apply the sum of Four 
Million Five Hundred Thousand Pesos (P4,500,000.00), being the 
Approved Budget for Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract 
lor Dedicated Survey of Customer Satisfaction of SSS members. Bids 
received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at bid 
opening. 
The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM now calis for the submission of 
Letter of Intent (ОВ) Кот potential bidders to apply for eligibility 
and shortisting for the conduct of one (1) round of nationwide customer 
Satisfaction survey of SSS members. Inerested consultants must submit 
their LOls on or before January 04. 2008 at the Bids & Awards 
Committee (BAC) Secrelariat, 6° Floor, SSS Main Building, East 
avenue, Diliman, Quezon City and secure therefrom Part | of the 
Bidding Documents consisting of the Eligibility Documents 
Applications for eligibility wil be evaluated оп a "pass/fai basis. The 
last day for the submission of the accomplished Eligibiity Documents 
shall be on the date of the opening of Eigibiliy Documents on January 
38. 2008 not laler ihan 20001, at the Green Room. 12° floor. SSS 
Building, East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City. Any Eligibility 
Documents submitted after this deadline shall be declared "Late" and 
shall not be accepted by the Bids and Awards Committee. Only those 
{hal are eligible wil be entiled to submit bids. 
LOIS must be deivered by hand, through mall or facsimile tothe adress 
below at 8:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. on or before January 04, 2008. 
The BAC shall drew up the list of eligible consultants from those who. 
have submitted LOIS and have been determined as eligible both in 
accordance withthe provisions of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184) and 
its Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) 
Eligible consultants shall be invited to participate in the bidding for 
this project through а Letter of inviaton to Bid issued by the BAC of 
the 555 
Part II of the Bidding Documents shall be issued to eligible consultants 
from the address below upon payment of а non-refundable fee in the 
‘amount of 2,500.00. The method of payment will be on a cash 
basis, payable at the SSS Cashiering Department, SSS Main Bida., 
Ground Floor, upon accomplishment of SSS Form Ré. The Bidding 
Documents shall be received personally by the prospective consultant 
or his authorized representative. 
Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding 
procedures вв specified in he IRR-A of R.A. 9184, and is restricted 
Unless otherwise stated, to Filipino clizens or organizations with at” 
least sixty percent (60%) interest belonging to citizens of the 
Philippines. Only bids from eligible consultants will be opened. The 
process for the eligibility check is described in the Eligibility 
Documents. in accordance with the IRR-A of FLA. 9184 the contract 
wil only be awarded to the Highest Rated and Responsive Bidder 
‘who was delermined as such during post-qualficaion. 
The SSS shall evaluate bids based оп Оману. Соз! Based Evaluation 
(СВЕ) procedure using а 60%-40% technical and cost rating 
Computation. The criteria and rating system for the evaluation of 
bids shall be provided in the Instructions to Bidders. 
Evaluation of technical proposals shall include a Proof of Concept 
(PoC) of bidder's proposed survey plan and methodology based on 
selected features and data to be provided by SSS for this purpose. 
Interested consultants may obtain further information from SSS at the 
address given below from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
The contract shall be completed within one (1) year. 
The SSS reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Bids without 
offerng any reason, waive any formally or technically, and to award 
io any bidder whose proposal is deemed most advantageous to the 
SSS. The SSS neither assumes any obligation for any loss whasoe 
that may be incurred by the bidders in the preparation of their respective 
bids, nor does the SSS guarantee that an award will be made. 
Bids and Awards Committee 
The Secretariat 


ces, 


° 
Diman, Quezon City 
Tel я 922:2991,924-7380, 920-6401 local 5491 
Email - bac@sss.gov ph 
Facsimie number = (02) 924-7380 
(501) THE CHAIRMAN 
BIDS & AWARDS COMMITTEE 


THE ATENEO CENTER FOR CONTIN- 
uing Education, in collaboration with 
;the Public Relations Society of the 
‘Philippines (PRSP), the premier orga- 
nization of public relations profession- 
als in the Philippines, is offering Maxi- 
mizing Your PR Potentials on Dec. 17 
at the Ateneo Salcedo Campus. 
Maximizing Your PR Potentials is 
an introductory seminar that focus- 
es on the fundamentals of public re- 
ations (PR) and how it supports ће 
company’s business goals and con- 
tributes to the bottom line. It was 
designed to provide participants an 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


People, Events Products 
Ateneo CCE, PRSP offer 1-day 


public relations course 


overview of the relevance and 
strategic value of the PR function in 
the organization, and also to en- 
courage participants to use the var- 
ied tools of public relations to the 
company's advantage. 

This one-day program will be 
conducted by longtime and credible 
practitioners Ritzi Villarico Ron- 
quillo, APR, public relations officer 
and head of advertising and special 
events of Meralco and Judd Salas, 
corporate communications manag- 
er of Superferry (owned and oper- 
ated by Aboitiz Transport System). 


The course will also have an open 
forum with notable practitioners as 
panelists: Butch Raquel, APR-cor- 
porate communications head of 
GMA Network 7; Jones Campos, 
APR-corporate communications 
head of Globe Telecom, and Dante 
Velasco, APR, chair and CEO of Cre- 
ative Point International. 

Give your team a better under- 
standing of public relations and 
how it ultimately affects your orga- 
nization. To register, call 840-1247 
or 894-4868 and look for Ibsky 
Romero or Art Oledan. 


PCOs to assist in pollution control 


THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATU- 
fal Resources (DENR)-Environmental Management 
Bureau (NCR) and the Water Environment Association 
of the Philippines (WEAP) is conducting a "Basic Train- 
ing Course for New Pollution Control Officers (PCOs)" 
from Dec. 11 to 14 at the Great Eastern Hotel, Quezon. 


Avenue, Quezon City. 


^, ЕМВ (NCR) Director Ramon Aguilar who will spear- 
“Неа the training, said the PCO will help the industries 


to improve their environmental management, pollu- 
tion prevention and cleaner production. 

The four-day seminar will orient prospective PCOs 
оп the different environmental laws and their imple- 
menting rules and regulations, EMB policies and pro- 
grams and PCO duties and responsibilities. 


Participants will be accredited as pollution control 


officers. 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


National Capital Region 


DY int! Bldg... 1650 San Marcelino. 
сог. General Malvar SL, Malate, Manila. 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notices hereby given that the folowing companies/employers have fied 
With this Regional Office application/s for Alien Employment Permits 


Name and addres 
Company/Empl. 


HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES 
PHILIPPINES INC. 

УЕ PBCom Tower, Ayala Ave. 
Makati Ciy 


DUZON PHILIPPINES 
CORPORATION 

2МЕ Tower 2, Insular Lile Big. 
Finvest, Alabang, Muntinlupa City 


КАЛМА PHILIPPINES 
INCORPORATED 
"fF 6788 Ayala Ave., Makali City 


NALA SPA 
ЖЕ Айтїп & Finance Bldg, 
Ma. Guerrero car. J. Felge, 
CCP Roras Bid. Pasay Ciy 


NALA SPA 
2UF Admin & Finance Bldg., 
Ма. Guerero cor. J. Felipe, 
CCP Roxas Bid, Pasay Су 


SCANILO TRADING CORP. 
Rm. 309 Kim Sui Ching Bid 
473 Sto. Cristo 5. Binondo, Manila 


SCANILO TRADING CORP. 
Rm. 309 Kim Sui Ching Bldg. 
473 Sto. Cristo St, Binondo, Manila 


PC LOVE TRADING CORPORATION 
Comm8 Увагі В 21 

Gi Puyat Ave 

Palanan, Makali Ciy 


WITH MAGIC TRAVEL & 
TOURS AGENCY, INC. 

1505 Echelon Tower, 

2021 A. Mabini SL, Malate, Manila 


НАР HING ENTS 
1141 P. Algue SL, Tondo, Mania. 


SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS 
PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
GIF Bonaventure Bldg, Orbgas Ave. 
Greenhils, San Juan City 


рат GLOBAL CORP. 

Uni 72 Richwile Corporate Tower, 
Madrigal Business Рай, 

‘Alabang, Muntinlupa Ciy 


рат GLOBAL СОВР. 

Unit 72 Richvile Corporate Tower, 
Madrigal Business Park, 

Alabang, Muntinlupa City 


EEP PHONE ENGLISH SYSTEM, INC. 
1040 EDSA Magallanes Vilage, 
Makati Cty 


AZTERIZK CONSULTANTS INC. 
19A. Gumamela St, 
CCincvile BF Homes, Paranaque City 


KOREAN AIRLINES CO. LTD. 
124 GIF LPL Plaza Leviste St, 
Salcedo Vilage, Makati City 


YESON TRAVEL & TOURS 
‘SERVICES MANILA, INC. 
Rm 205 Stata 2000 Big.. 
Origas Rd. Pasig Cty 


LECRAM GARMENTS 
MANUFACTURING СОВР. 
288 Escolta St, Sia. Cruz, Manila 


MIDOS COMPUTER SHOP INC. 
533 Quirino Ave., сог. Katigbak Drive, 
Tambo, Paranaque Ciy 


Name of 


Foreign National / 
Citizenship 


Ja Whae Kang 
Korean 


Tetsuya Sakaki 
Japanese 


Changseop Kim 
Korean 


‘Sung Sab So 
Korean 


Mingai Yang 
Chinese 


Caigong Li 
Chinese 


Kang Yeob Lee 
Korean 


Song Heon Heo 
Korean 


Tianxiang Chen 
Chinese 


Beom Hee Lee 
Korean 


Taejung Kim 
Korean 


Tae Woo Lee 
Korean 


Jachyeok Bae 
Korean 


MiSun m 
(но Jung) 
Korean 


Hee Man Lee 
Korean 


Min Choi 
Korean 


‘Shaojun Hong 
Chinese 


Yon Gun Chung 
Korean 


Position 


Graphic Designer 


M &E Manager 


Consultant 


Consultant 


Technical 
Supervisor 


‘Accounling Manager 


Finance Manager 


Marketing Manager 


Supervisor 


Treasurer and 
Director 


Manager for 
International Division 


General Manager 


Finance Assistant 


Operation Manager 


Ld 
Maintenance 
Manager 


General Manager 


Assistant Marketing 
Officer 


Presiden General 
Manager 


И уо ауе any information/objection to the above mentioned application! 
5 please communicate with the Regional Director. 


$i 


^^ RAYMUNDO G. AGRAVANTE 


Раве лот 


OIC, Regional Director 


i 
i 


For inquiries, call engineer Ding Briones and 


Procy Quijano of DENR-EMB-NCR at 781-0482, 781- 


0485 or 781-0471, or call Cathy Baguisi 
and Nene Mendoza of WEAP secretariat at 
371-9790 or 410-1119. 


HALIKA! TO YOUR TV SCREENS 
Fresh from a successful Halika! charity workout 
Nov. 11 at the Marikina Sports Complex, wherein 
every calorie burned by participants was converted 
into one peso by Coca-Cola and donated to chari- 
ties Philippine Institute for the Deaf and The Phil 
pine National Red Cross, Навка!" the show will be 
invading your TV screens too! Watch as "Halika!" 
airs every Saturday, 9:30 a.m. on ОТУ Channel 11 
Чайка! is a health and lifestyle show that will fea- 
ture individuals who lead unhealthy lives. They will 
then be shown by health experts how to live 
healthy and active lifestyles—or HAL—through 
three key HAL values: eating a balanced diet, regu- 
lar physical activity and proper hydration. You, too, 
can start living a healthy and active lifestyle. Don't 
miss 'Hallkal' when it airs this Saturday. Halika! 
ew ‘and active = nal 


P 


DTI-Ayala-Magsaysay business 


plan competition 

THE SEARCH IS ON FOR THE "1ST BUSINESS 
Plan Competition For Young Entrepreneurs" 
jointly sponsored by the Ayala Foundation inc. 
(AFI), Department of Trade and Industry-Na- 
tional Capital Region (DTI-NCR), and the Office 
of Senator Ramon Magsaysay Jr. The competi- 
tion aims to discover the potentials of NCR- 
based young entrepreneurs, 35 years and be- 
low with either start-up or existing, micro ог 
medium scale agri-based business. Interested 
parties can call the DTI-Ayala-Magsaysay Busi- 
ness Competition Secretariat at 752-1185. De- 
tails of the competition mechanics and appli- 
cation forms are available at the secretariat of- 
fice or at www ayalafoundation.org, 
www.starfishmagazine.com, and www.dtin- 
‘серв. Deadline for submission of entries is 
Dec. 18. 
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MAYBANK BRANCH MAKEOVER CAMPAIGN GRAND WINNER 


Student Eileen Lee of the Philippine School of In- 
rior Design (PSID) is the grand winner of the re- 
cently concluded Branch Makeover Design Com- 
petition spearheaded by Maybank Philippines. 
Yee wins a cash prize plus the privilege of work- 
ing on the actual renovation of a Maybank branch 
in accordance with her winning design. Inspired 
by a similar campaign launched by the Maybank 
head office in Kuala Lumpur last January 2007, 
this competition aims to tap into the creative 
minds of interior design students for a fresher, 
more stylish and highly space-efficient concept fit 
for the banking and financial services setting. UI- 
timately, the Branch Makeover Design Competi- 
tion's objective is to delight the Maybank cus- 


tomer by enriching his retail banking experience 
through design and space innovations. Maybank 
Philippines is a member of the Maybank Group, 
Malaysia's largest banking group with over $60 
billion in assets. Maybank is ranked among Asia's 
largest and strongest banks in 2007, according to 
Asian Banker, and was recently named as 
Malaysia's Most Valuable Brand for 2007. Shown 
with Lee, from eft, are Deng Castro, PR/branding 
officer, Maybank; Susan Catindig, vice president 
and cluster head, Maybank: Richard Lim, vice 
president and head for retail marketing, Maybank; 
Enrique Jimenez, senior vice president and head 
for consumer business; and Glenn Garcia, prod- 
uct management officer, Maybank. 


CBCKALAW CELEBRATES 15TH ANNIVERSARY 


China Bank Kalaw branch recently celebrated its 
15th anniversary. With the banks expanded ser- 
vices, the anniversary makes it even more worth 
celebrating as CBC partners with Manulife, one of 
the leading insurance companies in the world. The. 
bancassurance joint venture allows the bank to of- 
fer a wide range of superior and innovative insur- 
ance products, giving China Bank the competitive. 
edge of being a one-stop shop for banking and in- 
surance needs. With two powerhouses on board, 


this bancassurance joint venture is poised to set a 
new standard of excellence in the country. Shown 
are branch manager Gloria Mafiosca (middle, 
standing), Bryan Fabros Jr, branch operations 
‘manager (left, standing), Winston Tan, MCB area 
‘manager (back, partly hidden) and branch cashier 
Tess Panghulan (Sth from left, standing). The bank 
is located at Maria Natividad Building, 470 ТМ 
Kalaw Corner Cortada Street, Ermita Manila, For 
тоге details, log on to www.chinabank.com.ph. 


FIRST LIFE MEETS WITH PING AN OF CHINA 


First Life president and CEO Peter Coyiuto (4th 
from left) recently attended a gathering of life 
insurance companies in Shanghai, China. Coyi- 
uto met with Ping An's executive director and 
group president Louis Cheung. Shown are 


(from left) Ping An annuity chair and СЕО 
Yongman Du, deputy manager Hong Juan, 
president Louis Cheung, and Coyiuto. Ping An 
Insurance is China's second largest insurance 
company. 


Limited-edition Isuzu Crosswind XTi 
boasts 10 new features 


ISUZU PHILIPPINES CORP IS ENDING ITS 
10th anniversary on a high note. For the 
last quarter of the year, the diesel authority 
is selling limited-edition variants of the 
Crosswind XTi and Sportivo. And because 
2007 marks the company's first decade in 
the country, the new Crosswind XTi LE has 
been given 10 new features that further 
make the best-selling Isuzu MPV an unbeat- 
able proposition. This “Rated 10 Over 10” 
sales campaign runs from October to De- 
cember only. 

Of the 10 new features on the limited- 
edition Crosswind, five can easily be 
spotted outside. First is the new pair of 
circular fog lamps on the front bumper 
for better visibility in foggy conditions. 
‘The second feature consists of blackout 
pillars and doorframes, and a Limited 
Edition sticker on the C-pillars. Third, 
three backing-up sensors have been inte- 
grated into the rear bumper, significantly 
improving safety when reversing. The 
fourth exterior enhancement is a sporty 
rear spoiler with third brake light. The 
last, and the most prominent, are the 
new colors for the XTi LE: ebony black 
and crystal blue. 

‘The remaining five new features can be 
found inside, where you will spend most of 
your motoring time getting pampered. 
First, the dashboard panels have been ac- 


cented by silver, instantly making the 
overall look and feel of the cabin both 
classy and hip. Second, Isuzu has 
installed the Sony DV1000 sin- 
gle-isc in-dash DVD/CD/MP3 
player for the improved aural 
pleasure of the passengers. The 

third interior feature is the per- 

fect partner to the DVD player: 

two 7-inch headrest-mounted 
LCD monitors for the on-the-move 
entertainment of second- and third- 
row occupants. 

Fourth, a new three-layer console box 
provides unparalleled storage conve- 
nience. Finally, a handsome combination of 
black sport jersey and vinyl now cover the 
seats, visually complemented by black floor 
carpets, seatbelts and trims. 

"The new Crosswind LE is Isuzu's gift to 
our customers for supporting us all these 
past 10 years,” said IPC president Keiji 
Takeda. "With 10 new features, this 'value- 
for-money' limited-edition Crosswind XTi 
should be very popular in the market dur- 
ing the closing months of the year.” 

Isuzu Philippines is also offering the 
Sportivo LE in special holiday colors of 
pearl white and tornade red. 

The Crosswind LE, powered by a robust, 
fuel-efficient and environment-friendly 
2.5-iter 4JA1-L directinjection turbod- 


iesel, 
is priced at P1,070,000 for the Sportivo LE 
and P929,000 for the XTi LE. 

Visit your nearest Isuzu dealership today 
as the Crosswind LE will only be available 
until December this year. With 10 new exte- 
rior and interior features, the XTi LE should 
be quickly snapped up by practical vehicle 
buyers who will find the vehicles’ Isuzu her- 
itage and value for money extremely diffi- 
cult to resist. 

In Metro Manila, Isuzu dealerships can 
be found in Edsa Balintawak, Quezon Ау- 
enue, Commonwealth, Pasig, Manila, 
Makati and Alabang. In the provinces, 
Isuzu dealerships are located in Isabela, 
Pangasinan, Cabanatuan, Pampanga, Bula- 
can, Cavite, Batangas, San Pablo, Bacolod, 
Пойо, Mandaue, Cagayan de Oro and 
Davao. 
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CBI is one of the world's leading Engineering, Procurement and 
Construction (EPC) companies specializing in lump-sum turnkey 
projects for customers that produce, process, store and 
distribute the world's natural resources. 


Candidates are currently being sought for several key positions at various locations, 
throughout CBI's international operations. 


Project Cost Engineers (Qatar, UAE, Angola and Saudi Arabia) 
* Establish appropriate cost code structures, track budgeted items from estimation to 
execution / close-out phase utilizing trend / change management systems 
Prepare cash flows, cost of working capital, multiple currencies and hedging 
Prepare cost forecasts, staffing plans, contingency / gross margin analysis 
Report on project cost / commitment and financial status 
Prepare invoice validation / valuations, variation orders and back charges. 


Project Planning Engineers (Qatar, UAE, Kuwait, Angola and Saudi Arabia) 
Manage multiple resource loaded project schedules with up to 5,000 activities 
Develop Level 1 - 4 schedules utilizing WBS / OBS 
Quantity tracking (engineering deliverables and installed commodities) 

Prepare critical path analysis, provide progress updates, validation & reporting 
Delay and schedule impact analysis and inputs into change management systems 


Project Controls Managers (Qatar, UAE, Angola and Saudi Arabia) 

© All of the above mentioned plus a minimum of 10 years hands-on Project Controls 
experience, with at least 2 years within a supervisory role 

Provide strong leadership and analytical skills 


Company culture and work requirements will suit individuals who are achievement 
oriented, have good presentation skills, are self-starters, and capable of working 
effectively both independently and as a team member. 


Please state in your application what location/s you are willing to 
work in. All positions are Single Status. Interviews of qualified and 
selected applicants will be held in Manila in January 08. 


and interested applicants personal with two (2) sets of blo-data, resume of work experience with detalled 
‘employment history таа тр а and ober supporting олега at 
PARMAN INCORPORTED 


«С; NO. POEA POEA-090-1B-083106-R 


CLASSIFIEDS 


US COMPANY LOOKING FOR 
BUSINESS PARTNER 


Capital: P3,575 
Potential High Return: P5.5M/month 
Systematic Training Provided 
Preview Seminar in Baguio (Dec. 15, '07) 
Call Christopher for details: 


09153234615 
09216235749 


For Immediate Hiring GTC 


RENT-A-VAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1800 

WITH DRIVER 
1878716 / 1964371 

09213497170 


Té Но: 4604231 or 525-9028 / Look or Resty, Jun, or Rona 


WE BUY at HIGH PRICE 
NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
or 


AFX-ASIA PTE LIMITED 


Notice is hereby given that the Directors 
of AFX-ASIA PTE LIMITED with Philippine 
registered office address at 5th Floor Kings 


5 
D 


CIVIL ENGINEER 


Min. 3 years 
experience - 
Construction! -~ 
Building Industry “ 
Excellent 
Leadership Skills 
Email resumé w pic 
to tatrri7@yahoo.com 
ог call 09209523620 


LICENSED 
ARCHITECT 


Above-ave. 
communication! 
presentation skills 
Knowledgeable in _ 
‘condovbidg/land 
developments 
Part-time basis only 
email resumé wile to 
атт yahoo.com 
^r call 09209523620 


FOR HIRING 


ACCOUNTANT 
computer iterate 
Word/Excel 
Call PINKY 
0916-7761213 
721-1914 + 722-2220 


 BUX SELL PAWN 


"SMS WATCHES LV BAGS | 
JEWELERS 


Court И, Pasong Tamo cor. dela Rosa Street, 
Makati City resolved to dissolve and wind up 
its corporate affairs in accordance with law. 

All persons having claims against said 
corporation are requested to present the 
‘same at the above-mentioned address or at 
the resident agent's address at Sth Floor Don 
Jacinto Building dela Rosa Cor. Salcedo 
Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City. 

This announcement will serve as notice 
toall concemed of the legal dissolution of the 
aloresaid corporation. 


(602) WILLIE B. SANTIAGO 
Resident Agent 
элер ваз 


Commission 
DOLE-NCR .. 
ZAMCELCO .. 


More Class 


CLASSIFIEDS ` 


Ads: 


Securities and Exchange 


Philippine Health Insurance...... 
Social Security System .. 


Republika ng Pilipinas 
Republic of the Philippines 


Bauan parols at CCP 


TT ALL STARTED TWENTY-NINE YEARS (29) YEARS 
ago, when the faculty of Bavan High School (BHS) in 
Batangas, headed by Engr. Vicente Cordero, was 
alarmed by the increasing criminal actives involving 
teenagers in schools. The group devised a way to reac- 
tivate and re-introduce worthwhile activities for 
students to think, cooperate and develop their artistic 
abilities through the Parulan anter making) contes 

“Today, the BHS, a forerunner and pioneer in lamem- 


pistachio shells cigarettes, garlic, matches, guyabano and 
alibangbang leaves, coconut wee, "palotsina" and айт" 
‘wood, plastic strings and boules, among others. 

‘This year, 12 winning creations will be displayed at 
the Cultural Center of the Philippines’ (CCP) Little 
Theater Lobby starting Dec. 18, during the “ 

Pinoy" celebration at the CCP. The top three (3) lan 
terns crafted out of rice grains and hay, citrus fruits 
and garlic won the BHS Parol Festival this year. 


ERRATUM 


In the advertisement о! 
Zamboanga City Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. Re: Invitation to Bid, published in 
the Classified Section of Philippine 
Daily Inquirer yesterday, December 12, 
2007, the Agency Price should be 
P29,000.00 per drum instead of 


Room 508, Sth Floor, Mabini Big., DepEd Complex, Meralco Ave., Pasig City 


Telolax 636-65-42 
Direct Line: 666-65-43 

Trunkine: 632-13-61 local 2115 
Website: http/Iwww deped. gov ph 


2007 Call for Submission of Elementary 
Filipino Textbooks and Teacher's Manuals 
The Department of Education (DepEd) is inviting interested publishers to submit 


P29,000.00 per gram. 


‘Admission to the exhibit В free. For more informa- : 
Our apologies. 


tion, call the CCP Visual Arts Division at tel. No. 
832-1125 loc. 1504-1505. 


OBITUARIES 


making, continues the said tradition by encouraging itg 
students to use indigenous organic materials such as be- 
tel & bunga nuts, rice, com husks, fish scales, citrus fruits, 


copies of camera-ready materiais for their textbooks (TXS) and accompanying 
teacher's manuals (TMs) юг Filipino Grades 1 1 6 intended for use п public schools. 
nationwide stating 2008-2010. 
DepEd intends to buy the best sets of textbooks and teacher's manuals that pass 
Content evaluation wih a reasonable price offer for the copyright authorization fee to 
print and distribute to ай public schools nationwide. 
А subi ташлан wi undergo evaluation proces tour areas: 

Area 1 1o test completeness of coverage, organization and internal 

consistency, 

Area 2o check accuracy of facts andinlormaton, integrity of concepts, and 

sequence ol learning concept 

+ Ава i0 test the appropriateness ol the language and visuals used; and 

Area 4 to ensure correc grammar and syntax and check the book design. 
Publishers wil pay an evaluation fee ol forty thousand pesos (P40,000) lor each 
sel of Grades 1 and 2 textbook and teacher's manual to be evaluated and fifty 
thousand pesos (P50,000.00) lor each set o! Grades 3 to 6 TX/TM, The evaluation 
leos, which wil bo used to deiray expenses for service fees, transportation and board 
and iodging ol evaluators, may be pat either in cash or managers check payable о 
DepEd Trust Account lor Textbook Evaluation (Account No. LBP 0672-1027-88) 
(Only sets of TXs/TMs that meet the cuoi score alter undergoing content evaluation 
under ле [our areas wil be considered ог ranking. Publishers wil be given а copy of 
he recommendation o he evaluators at the dierent areas which wil serve as basis 
lor revising tho TXS / TMs prior to submission for bidding 
The materials for elementary Flipino Grades 1-6 must be submited to the DepEd- 
Instructional Materials Counci Secretariat (IMCS). 511 Floor, Mabini Building, DepEd 
Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig Сау not later fnan May 30, 2008. 
in order 1o geta solt сору о! the Textbook Call Guidelines and earring competencies 
for elementary Filipino, bring a blank compact disk to the DepEd-Instructional 
Matenals Council Secretariat (IMCS) starting December 17, 2007. All inquiries 
pertaining to this сай may be addressed to DopEcHMCS Evaluation and Training 
Division statt at tel. nos. (02) 834-1054 or 631-9294. 
For your information and guidance. 


Escoda Roxas 


After a long illness, Manoling was united witb bis 
motber, Ma. Teresa Escoda Roxas, 
on December 12, 2007 at 3:20 in tbe morning. 


(S94) TEODOSIO C. SANGIL, JR. 
orte Undersecretary and BAC Chairman 


OBITUARIES 
Death Notice 


(Ret.) Col. Mario T. Espiritu, MC 
Died on December 11, 2007 
His body lies in state on Rizal St., Lumban, Laguna. 
Interment will be on December 15, 2007, 9:00 AM. 
at Lumban, Laguna jl i 


He is loved by his wife, Marta Baquiran 
Roxas, his children Maia, Andy and their mother, 
Nanette Saenz, his daughter Alexandra, his father 
Sixto K. Roxas, his brothers and sisters Ming, 
Babu, Ching, Susan, Ditchay, Butch, Vinci and 
Iya, and his mother-in-law Zenaida Baquiran. 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
Ө Any identification document (I.D.) 


You may join his family to bid farewell to 
Manoling at Christ the King Chapel A in Green 
Meadows. 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


Inspired by Italy's Most Beautiful 


MCKINLEY HILL 


TUSCANY 


PRIVATE ESTATE 
Near Forbes Park 


any. A land of exuberant romance. Of lush beauty. And today, 

the inspiration of McKinley Hill's newest community. The Tuscany Private Estate. 

Benvenuto to your very own village of art. Here, seven residential clusters rise in 
Tuscan-Mediterranean splendor. With elegant stone detailing and arches. Varying 
rooflines. And diverse facades in cheerful hues. Close by, princely indulgences have 
been graciously laid out. Delight in healthy recreation at Isola Toscana's play area. 
Or at Раѓсо Bello's lagoon. Share the finest vino with friends from the European- 
style wine cellar. Shop in style along the retail arcade at Upper McKinley Hill. 
‘And take pride in your home's Ponte Vecchio, an attraction inspired by the oldest 
and most famous bridge in Italy's Florence 

Celebrate la vita Toscana. Where every sight and sound is an absolute pleasure. 


The Tuscany Private Estate at McKinley Hill. TU 
SC. 


Another High-caliber Development of 


X 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


Tels. 815-1888 - 816-2768 - 816-3517 A Menier of 


Visit us at the Forbes Town Center Showroom, 26th Street corner Rizal Drive, www.megaworldcorp.com 
Crescent Park West District, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila. 150 9001:2000 CERTIFIED Ед ALLIANCEGLOBAL 


E 
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& New owners for 

friendly Italian place /C5 

t: Review: 2-star rating 


LE” kir Chelo Banal-Formeso for Mamou /C6 


sms feet: inquirer ife rame/age'city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 385 (Smart) ox 
‘or email us at ifestyleGinquirer.com ph p 


The newest LANDMARK | 
THURSDAY FOOD o FRIDAY FASHION & BEAUTY H 


in GREENHILLS. : 


аланнан | 
“omer 


АЕ : g con © 744. 7979 to 82] 
KITCHEN RESCUE тше pi ‘wwrw.greenhilsalansultes.com 


Reggie Aspiras 

Pigging out 

in a classy $985 
pace ^" 


ANILA HAS NOT SEEN IN 
M хе ные a 

restaurant as pretty as 
Aubergine. Nothing, I mean noth- 
ing, was spared in creating its 
look! 

To the left, as you enter, is stylish bar. 
Behind it, a well stocked walk-in wine cel- 
lar. To your right is a patisserie with chillers 
and counters filled with freshly baked 
bread, delicious cookies, chocolates and < 
cakes (many of which are packaged and |^ * & ^ n ALL THE 


] ails И 
would make excellent gifts. Their cinna- Á " LATEST AEROBICS: Ў J 


AUBERGINE promises to be the next 
hippest, hottest dining destination in town. 


mon stars are my favorite!) 
Inevitably, you take sight of the dining ta- t = и 
bles decked in beautiful sugar sculptures in 1 \ 


glass by Bobby Castillo. Standing alongside & : T PES 

the sculptures are odd-shaped wine glasses E ABVANCED LASER 

опе can use to toast to his/her heart's con- |, TREATMEN 

зк Ке иш ill Sb oc Best Price là йи 
reak, = 

Walking further into the room, one aes рле 
catches a glimpse of the largest state-of- s : ] 
the-art open kitchen that is as huge as the 
whole dining area. It has border lights that 
keep changing colors. 

Making it in time for the season of feasts, 
Aubergine opened its doors last Monday 
with a totally irresistible spread. Samplings 
of what is on their menu were served: 
Baked Oysters in Champagne Sauce, Fresh 
Oysters with Condiments, Carpaccio of 
Australian Tenderloin with Parmesan Fon- 
due & Truffle Oil, Tempura Fried Tuna Loin 
with Sesame Ginger Dip, Pan-roasted Fillet 

PicGING/c2 


CALL OUR ONE-STOP 

SUPER CENTERS FOR 

FITNESS, SKIN, BODY 
AND FACE. 


ADRIATICO-MALATE _ ALABANG 

FITNESS at P Gemma 

HOTLINE: 5360619/5259891 8090395/7750587 242130 1272420728 
0921 4669423 


0918 3912510 0917 8224399 


091: 
SKIN че, 
ie 525-8771 с: стт ee 2" cd 


231 3254 7266505/7251526 ватт 938935 6313869/6377! 
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CHEF Norbert Gandler and Hans www.slimmersworld.com.ph 887139578673830  6818333/6473816 ^ 9295429792680 
Schallenberg of SCAHM arethe geniuses [A d П р 09156893088 0928 4763108 09052690717 0928 6712299 
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How do | get out of here? 


Your greatest candid photo is 
captured in a small camera 
screen... waiting for you to 
Free it. Display it. Let it Live. 


Print it. Kodak Express 
po Solutions 


Log on to www.kodakexpress.com for more information on digital services. 
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Food tour with Anthony Bourdain 


THE FIRST BOOK OF CHEF ANTHONY 
Bourdain, "Kitchen Confidential," was fun 
to read. Irreverent, gossipy, frank. 

It told us just what goes on beyond the 
swinging doors of restaurants. 

Today, more restaurants have visible, 
glittering, clean kitchens. But you suspect 
there is a dirty kitchen at the back, the "culi- 
nary underbelly” as Bourdain calls it, where 
all the characters of his world must be 
yelling, smoking, burning themselves. 

‘After “Kitchen Confidential,” the chef went 
on to do a television series. Bourdain wrote 
that doing the series was going over “to the 
dark side.” The reference to Star Wars was 
because he thrashed the first chefs on TV like 
Emeril Lagasse and Bobby Flay for “selling 
themselves" to the Food Network 

Bourdain wrote that the grind of day-to- 
day cooking was taking its toll on the Les 
Halles restaurant where he was executive 
chef. For him, doing a TV series is easier than 
cooking. How else can he travel the world, 
eat well and get paid for it? 

Both the book and the 22-episode “A 
Cook's Tour" were successful and so a second. 
TV series was made. "No Reservations" was 
aired on Discovery Travel and Living chan- 
nels. 

I watched his special episode on Ferran 
Adria, the wonder chef from Spain. Being a 
‘TV star chef allows one to get up close and 
personal with the subject matter. 

But my friend who was lucky to get reser- 


familiar with the food. 


ANTHONY 


vations at El Bulli, Adria's restaurant in Rosas, 
Spain, said any diner could talk to the chef, 
have pictures with and of him. The problem 
really is getting a reservation and going 
there. 

Last week, I received a copy of one episode 
of No Reservations, Season 3 because the se- 
ries will be airing Dec. 16 and every Sunday 
at 10 p.m. The episode is on Hong Kong, not 
the season opener which is a visit to Russia. 

Maybe the channel figured Asians would 
find Hong Kong more interesting being more 


Anthony Bourdain is more relaxed by this 
fourth TV adventure series. And a lot more 
work is being done in the editing room be- 
cause there are more special effects. 


Not enough for an hour 

Bourdain describes Hong Kong as “a lot of 
food in a little space.” And all of it cannot be 
contained in a one-hour TV episode or even 
ina tourists three-day, four-night stay. 

But what Bourdain does show is good 
enough reason for me to go back and look for 
those places. 


Bourdain walks the 
food trail with 
blogger John. 


The problem is, where he is eating is not 
written down or is mentioned too quickly. I 
suppose we will just have to wait for the next 
Bourdain book. But that may be too late. 

My travel mate in Vietnam looked for one 
restaurant Bourdain mentioned in his 
“Cook's Tour" It had closed by the time we 
got there. 

The Hong Kong episode did bring back 
memories of my last stomach excursion in 
Hong Kong. Let me recall the food I 
had—finely done dim sum, tong shui or red 
beans soup, crispy toasted doughnut noodle 
roll, Shanghai hairy crab, wonton noodle, 
freshwater prawn with goose liver salad, pan- 
fried giant scallop al dente, cuttlefish with 
fried ginger, quick-fried fresh water shrimps, 
drunken pigeon, Tientsin cabbage with sliced 
ham, double boiled chicken soup with won- 
ton, crunchy moist and fat-roasted goose, 
‘duck and pork. 

My travel group had a guide from the 
Hong Kong Tourist Association who thankful- 
ly loved to eat and whose favorite song was 
Freddie Aguilar's “Anak.” 

Bourdain, on the other hand, was brought 
around by a blogger named John anda chef. 

Food blogs are good sources of information 
on where to eat. Most often, the places are off 
the beaten track like a food court or known 
only to locals. The claypot rice with preserved 
meat was eaten at one sidewalk stall, the 
brisket noodle that made me hungry was 
from a hole-in-the-wall run by three brothers 
who were cooks by night and body builders 
by day. The blogger brought Bourdain to a 
noodle factory that is a one-man operation. 
‘The owner mixes his noodle batter using a 
bamboo pole that he rides like a seesaw. 

The name of the place where the TV chef 
ate roasted pork, goose and duck was diffi 
cult to discern. Blame Bourdain for talking 
too fast. 

At least I got the Dai Pai Dong, another 
food court on top of a wet market where beer 
was poured into bowls and the mantis prawn 
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MY HONG Kong food view 


was great. 

A street scene which I found so very Hong 
Kong was a woman selling cooked pork in- 
testines who was irritated by the film crew 
and refused to sell to the guide believing the 
American will not like it. Those of us who 
have been treated that way by vendors, wait- 
ers and even salespersons will roll their eyes 
in recollection. 

1 have always wondered if being rude is 
part of the culture. John, the blogger, clearly 
uneasy with his compatriots attitude, told 
Bourdain the vendor "just doesn't care.” 

As added attraction, Bourdain does his 
‘own kung fu stunts a la Jackie Chan with the 
help of Chan's crew. He burnt some calories 
there but regained them during a meal with 
the crew later. = 

One thing certain, on my next trip I will try 
to find chef Alvin Leung, controversial Hong 
Kong chef of Bo Innovation. With his blue- 
streaked hair that he wears like a mop, dan- 
gling earrings, tattoo on his arms, and a lit to- 
bacco, he certainly looks like the chef from 
hell 

He calls his cooking deconstructing Chi- 
nese food. Bourdain’s description is “defiling 
the classics.” On the whole, Bourdain thought 
it great eating and a great show in the spirit of 
chef Adria. He considers Bo Innovation the 
inevitable revolution against the traditional 
in this island eating place that is Hong Kong. 


E-mail the author at pinoyfood04@ya- 
hoo.com 


Promoting RP through coffee 


ТСР”: 
Travel 
Shop 
answers 


questions, 


provides 
travel 


information 
and 

does actual 
bookings 


ТСР introduces world-class Coffee Alamid, 
one of the rarest types of coffee in the world. 


1 


TOURISM secretary Joseph "Ace" Durano with the TCP: 


staff 


‘THE FIRST-EVER TRAVEL-THEMED CAFE, 
‘Travel Café Philippines (TCP), will open on 
Dec. 18 in Greenbelt 5. 

The pioneering “branding initiative” for 
tourism promotions of the Philippine De- 
partment of Tourism, offers a menu that 
takes diners on a "tour" of the country. 

Coffee, for instance, is the organically 
Fair Trade Philippine coffee from Batangas, 
Bukidnon, Mount Matutum, and Cordillera 
Mountains. 

TCP will also introduce one of the world's 
rarest and most expensive coffees, the Coffee 
Alamid (Philippine Civet Coffee). 

The limited and exclusive selection of 
soups, salads, and full course meals and 
desserts also aims to give diners a tantaliz- 
ing taste of Philippine cooking. 

Making TCP totally unique is the Travel 
Shop providing personalized consultation 
and travel advice to customers. It answers 
questions, provides travel information and 
does actual bookings. 

The TCP is designed to help create global 
awareness and recognition of the Philip- 
pine tourism "brand." Several TCPs are ex- 
pected to open around the world through 
franchising. 

The TCP concept was presented by 
Kazuyuki Goto of Travel Café Co., 114. (a 
company operating travel-themed cafes all 
over Japan) to the DOT. With the signing of 
a memorandum of agreement between 
DOT and Travel Café, the first Travel Café 
Philippines was established in Tokyo in 
2006. The success of the first travel café en- 


couraged Tourism Secretary Joseph “Ace” 
Durano to expand the TCP into a franchise 
business model. 

Another prototype of TCP will be estab- 
lished in Greenbelt 5, Ayala Center in 
Makati and in SM Mall of Asia in Pasay City, 
with a satellite TCP in the SMX Convention: 
and Exhibition Center in Pasay City. 

Interior designer Budji Layug and archi- 
tect Royal Pineda created a TCP design phi- 
losophy inspired by traditional Filipino 
craftsmanship. Three design elements were 
used—bamboo, weave, and the ancient Fil- 
ipino calligraphy Baybayin. 


Pigging ошї... maes 


of Norwegian Salmon with Hazelnut 
Infused Olive Oil, Grilled Fillet of 
Chilean Sea Bass with Bouillabaisse 
Fizz, Forest Mushroom Risotto with 
Green Asparagus on Parmesan Crisp, 
etc, etc., etc.. 

To name them all would exceed the 
space allotted to this column. Oh, their 
Caesar Salad with Cointreau-infused 
Gravlax is so yummy, too! 

Had my mother seen the way I ate 
that evening, she would have been so 
displeased! Like a pig, in such a classy 
place! Tsk! Tsk! Tsk! Dyahe! 

Perfection is something I expect 
from the men behind Aubergine. I con- 
gratulate and thank Norbert and Hans 
for giving us the gift of sublime food, 
the best of hand-picked wines and for 
making sure that all these are enjoyed 
inan environment so captivating. 

Indeed, a perfect venue to toast the 
holidays happily and to usher in the 
year to come! 

Aubergine, 2/8 32nd and Sth Bldg., 
Sth Ave. cor. 32nd St., The Fort Taguig, 


tel. 8569888 


Kebab breakfast? 

After decadence, my palate shifts to 
everyday food. 

Imagine a plate filled with Mediter- 
ranean kebabs of tenderloin, chicken 
and lamb, exquisitely seasoned, grilled 
till perfectly juicy, served with sides of 
fresh tomatoes, onions and bell pep- 
pers and two cups full of the most fla- 
vorful clove infused rice that is to die 
for. 

Enjoy it with a dollop of sour cream 
and a sprinkling of mixed aromatic 
spices that works like “magic dust,” as 
a friend puts it, that gives an already 
magical dish an even deeper, more de- 
licious dimension! Super sarap! 

The thought of it alone leaves me 
salivating and wanting more! 

While you are there, try their baba 
ganoush for starters and finish with а 
cup of coffee. I have never seen coffee 
served with such panache, not even in 
the best of dining places! 


1 am happy to inform you that you 
could have their kebabs even for 
breakfast! Now how'sthat to start your 
morning? 

Salt & Pepper, G/F Security Land 
Bldg., 6797 Ayala Ave. cor. VA Rufino, 
Makati City, tel. 8404848 


Feel young 
Think of treats that you will be so 
happy to look at, that looking at them 
makes you feel like a child over again! 
Gel Colet and her couture cookies 


GEL Colet's Couture Cookies. 


They“aimed to transform traditional 
Philippine materials into uniquely modern 
designs, combining form and function. 

‘The design philosophy also guided other 
elements like the menu, décor, merchan- 
dise, etc. 

Makati Skyline Inc. was commissioned to 
draw up the signature menu. 

Dinner and table ware were specially 
made by ceramic artists like Lanelle Abueva 
Fernandez and Clemens Wirth. 

In 2008, TCP aims to open in San Fran- 
cisco, New Delhi, Seoul, Shanghai, Beijing, 
Dubai and London, 


j MAKATI Skyline’s 
^. leche flan with 


"s sweet macapuno on 


topisoneof TCP's 
hn % 


famous desserts. 


have just that effect on me. She has all 
sorts of sugar cookies in all shapes, col- 
ors and sizes. You can even hang her 
cookies as trimmings on your tree! Re- 
ally cute! 

Here is a baker who is starting out, 
just as you requested. Better order this 
year. Remember, the prize of success is 
price increase! Hahaha! Call 0917- 
5367827 or 9327074. 


E-mail the author at raspiras@in- 
quirercom.ph 
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High financial and environmental 
price of bottled water 


By Linda В. Bolido 


IT IS BACK TO THE TAP FOR MORE AND 
more people around the world. 

Janet Larsen, in a story released by the 
Washington DC-based Earth Policy Insti- 
tute, reported, “From San Francisco to New 
York to Paris, city governments, high-class 
restaurants, schools, and religious groups 
are ditching bottled water in favor of what 
comes out of the faucet.” 

She said these people were “no longer 
content to pay 1,000 times as much for bot- 
Че water, a product no better than water 
from the tap.” 

Ina conference of mayors of some 1,100 
‘American cities, Larsen said the local exec- 
utives noted the irony of purchasing bottled 
water for their employees and for official 
functions while at the same time touting 

‘the quality of municipal water. 

* A resolution sponsored by Mayors Gavin 
Newsom of San Francisco, Rocky Anderson 
of Salt Lake City, and В.Т. Rybak of Min- 

" rieapolis called for the examination of bot- 
+ led water's environmental impact. 


Other American cities, Larsen said, had 
already taken action to reduce consump- 
tion of bottled water. Los Angeles, she re- 
ported, restricted the purchase of bottled 
water with city funds since 1987. 

She added, “By the end of 2007, purchas- 
ing bottled water will be off-limits for San 
Francisco's departments and agencies, sav- 
ing a half-million dollars each year and re- 
ucing greenhouse gas emissions. St. Louis 
is poised to ban bottled water purchases for 
city employees in early 2008.” 

‘Anderson, in a recent speech, called at- 
tention to the “total absurdity and irrespon- 
sibility, both eco- 
omic and environ- 
mental, of purchas- 
ing and using bot- 
ted water when we 
have perfectly good 
and safe municipal 
sources of tap wa- 
ter" He urged city 
government depart- 
ments and restau- 
rants to stop buying 
bottled water 

“In — November, 
the city council of 
Chicago, belea- 
guered by swelling 
landfills and а 
stretched budget, 
placed a landmark 
tax of 56 on every 
bottle of water sold 
in the city in order 
to discourage con- 
sumption,” Larsen 
said. 

She pointed out, 
“With 86 percent of 
used water bottles 
in the United States 
ending up аз 
garbage or litter in- 
stead of being recy- 
cled, switching from 
the bottle to the tap. 
helps to alleviate 
the trash burden." 

Larsen said more 
than a quarter of 


People no longer want 
to pay 1,000 times 

as much for a product 
that's no better than 
what comes from the tap 


bottled water was just processed tap water. 


Wasteful 

While tap water was delivered through 
an energy-efficient infrastructure, Larsen 
said “bottled water is an incredibly waste- 
ful product. It is usually packaged in single- 
serving plastic bottles made with fossil fu- 
els. 

“Just manufacturing the 29 billion plastic 
bottles used for water in the United States 
each year requires the equivalent of more 
than 17 million barrels of crude oil,” she 
pointed out. 

ОЕ course, since the water has to be 
transported from producer to retailer, the 
total energy consumption soars further. 

Larsen said, “The United Church of Cana- 
da is one óf the religious groups abandon- 
ing bottled water for moral reasons. The 
Berkeley school district no longer offers 
bottled water. And after watching 3,000 
empty bottles pile up each week, the 
Nashville law firm Bass, Berry, & Sims has 
stopped stocking bottled wate: 

Even in Europe, where consumption of 
bottled water per person was highest, 
Larsen said “the bottle is starting to lose 
clout.” 

Two major Italian cities, the capital 


Filipino foods are rich 
in condiments and sauces. 
This explains why rice 
is important in the meals, 
and why it is difficult to pair 
wines with Filipino foods. 
But Carlo Rossi California Red's 
smooth feel and light and 
fruity taste, allow the palate 
to sense the distinct features 
of Filipino Cuisine. 


with Carlo Rossi California Red, 
food and wine become a pleasurable experience. 


VE 


Celebrate the 
season with 
ти 


and 


BRANCHES 
BANAWE 

Té Banawe St, Q.C. Tals. 413-9908 / 412-7788 
CARVAJAL 


GREENHILLS 
[i 216 wuison St, Son Juan Tois, 7442280 1744-0265 


Cold Storage 


in 
E 


Rome and Florence, now promote city wa- 
ter. In the United Kingdom, the Treasury 
and the Department of Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs no longer offer bottled 
water at official functions. Sales in Scandi- 
navia are falling because of environmental 
concerns. 

"Even France, home to Evian, is seeing a 
sales slowdown,” Larsen said. 

Admittedly, there are areas in the Philip- 
pines where water is suspect. But Larsen 
said the $100 billion the world spent on 
bottled water every year could be put to 
better use creating and maintaining safe 
public water infrastructure everywhere, 
particularly to provide clean and safe water 
for the more than one billion people around 
the globe who did not have access to such. 
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"Well yos can unload the sues of preparing your boliday meals with 
+ Lacky 21's ready Christmas теп. For 44 years now, Lucky 21 has been 

Зона be load ов зей mies with an aay of docile fare you 
simply seme 

Зы For afternoon socials with fiends and family, onder Lucky 21°% tasty 
"P Enpanadias. The crunchy and bite-sized pice ica come in a vai оГ 

Зу [Г утту filings including Chicken, Tuns, Spicy Bee Ham & Cheese, 
МА Pork Adobo, Asado, Menudo and Chicken Paste 

Ap, For your Christmas and New Vers Day reunions, Lucky 21 offers a. 
A ао of Sotanghon and Panct Malabon t asure long and happy pet- 


“SS. 926-5801 and 410-7987. Or drop by their place at21 K- 7 


‘Chrismas З а ume of giving, of family bonding, of good cheer and 
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Call Lucky 21 Food Products at 922-9605, 926-0142, Kye 


3rd St., Kamuning, Quezon City. 
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The happiest parties 


happen at Jol 


What makes the happiest and most memo- 
rable kiddie party ever? If you ask the celebrants, 
all they really want are delicious food, the most 
fun party theme, games, and of course, the 
chance to spend their birthday with Jollibee! 

Take it from the kids of actress Sherilyn 
Reyes and former basketball player Chris Tan. 
The celebrity couple opted to hold a joint Jol- 
libee Kids Party for their sons Quirsten's and 
Paoie's fifth and ninth birthday celebrations. 

Like most children, Quirsten and Paoie 
couldn't get enough of Jollibee who delightfully 
played and danced on their big day. They also 
enjoyed sharing their langhap-sarap favorites 
with family and friends. 

Leaving all the preparations to kiddie party 
authority Jollibee, even Sherilyn and Chris were 
able to fully enjoy their sons' big bash. Apart 
from providing food and the party venues that 
accommodates lively and energetic children, 
Jollibee Kids’ Party takes care of all the other 
details-including invitations, guestbook, party 
favors, game prizes, theme decoration, 


Sherilyn Reyes and Chris Tan with kids Quirsten and Рас: 


Happy family pictures at Jollibee Kids Parties 


A great time for all is guaranteed by a Jollibee 
Kids Party 

balloons, games, birthday cake, and event the 
party host. There is also а Mix-N-Match 
Package forthose who want a more customized 
menu. Parents can pick from three exciting 
Jollibee Kids' Party to suit their kid's preference- 
Circus Party, Treasure Adventure, and Zoo 
Party. There are also promotional themes such 
as Bratz ‘and Justice League, which proved 
perfect for Sherilyn's and 
Chris' young boys. Fun and 
affordable, Jollibee — Kids' 
Parties help parents focus 
on the things that really 
matter on their child's 
special day. 

Filled with fun, langhap- 
sarap food, and with each a 
unique party experience, Jol- 
libee Kids' Parties is the best 
pick for the happiest celebra- 
tion that everyone will re- 
member. Go to your nearest 
Jollibee Kids Party store now! 
Sa Jollibee, dito pinaka-hap- 
py ang Party! 
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XANDRA Cachó's Pimientos del Piquillo Rellenos de Setas Silvestres HEAD of the cuchinillo (suckling pig) 


THE CHEESE platter consists of manchego de 4 años curado al romero 
or Piquillo peppers stuffed with wild mushrooms 


(center), murcia alvino (left) and cabra al pimenton. 


On the Spanish gastronomic route 


Text by Linda B. Bolido 
Piotr by Jim Guiao Punzalan Sixtop 
IT WAS AN EVENING oF mwovanow Chefs 
and invention. 

For the finale of the yearend culinary 
event of La Camara Oficial Española de work 
Comercio, Industria y Navegacion, six of 
the country's top chefs, experts in Spanish tO: gether 
cuisine, got together to prepare a spread of 
about 20 tapas (literally snack items). 

Tt was ошу a Noche de Creaciones, or. ТО Present 
Evening of Creations, at the banquet hall of 
Circulo Restaurant at the second floor of АП 
the Milky Way building on A. Arnaiz Av- 
enue in Makati City. i 

‘The six culinary masters were J. Gam- EVENING 
boa, the evening’s “host” being the execu- 
tive chef of Circulo and Milky Way restau- ОЁ 
rants; Mikel Arriet of Punta Fuego; Xan- 
dra Got-Cacho, Gaudi restaurant’ chef- 
Owner; Reggie Aspiras, Inquirer colum- 
nist; Juan Carlos de Terry of Terry Selec- 
tion and Terry's Bistro in Makati; and 
Ariel Manuel, chef-owner of Lolo Dad's 


creative 


Café. CHEF Juan Carlos de Terry serves Jamon 
Teruel DO (Determinacion Origen) 


The event, which also served as the 


CHEFS and officers of La Camara hold the check donation for the culinary training of Les 
Toques Blanches: Jun Santos, Cacho, Mikel Arriet, De Terry, | Gamboa, Alfredo Roca and Jose 
Luis Romero-Salas 


DINING Ойт 


A taste of Thai 


OODY'S HAS BECOME THE PLACE TO GO 
for dishes that are authentic Thai at afford- 
able prices. It offers an extensive menu that 
features different rice and noodle dishes, as 
well as soups, salads and desserts that 
come in generous servings. Bestsellers in- 
clude Fried Spring Rolls with carrot sauce 
for appetizer, Crispy Catfish Salad with Man- 
go, Pad Thai Noodles, Tom Yam Soup, 
Sukho Thai Soup, Bagoong Rice, Thai 
Kangkong and Chicken Pandan. Finish your 
meal with the special Thai ha/o-haloand 
drinks like Thai iced tea and Thai iced cof- 
fee. Ооду is at Greenbelt 3; 2/L, Robin- 
son's Galleria; 2/L, Glorietta 1; 2/L, Market 
Market; and 2/L, SM City North Edsa. Call 
7574259 or 9111584. 


SUGARNOT, a specialty deli, coffee shop 

and bakeshop recently teamed up with 

Glucerna SR, a product of Abbot Laborato- 

ries, a low-calorie diabetes nutrition formu- 

la, for a new range of all-day breakfast dish- 

es. The all-day breakfast fare developed by 

chef Willie Domingo includes Eggs Benedict 

with Blueberry Muffins, poached eggs on 

toasted, low-fat and low-carb blueberry 

‘muffins served with sausages and Glucerna 

SR pesto dressing. The Weight Watcher's 

Delight is egg-white omelet with sun-kissed 

tomatoes and grilled chicken jullenne strips 

drizzled with Glucerna SR pesto sauce. Sug- 

arnot branches are at The Podium, SMThe SUPREME Sugarnot Pancakes are whole- 
Block, Westgate Alabang, SM Megamalland wheat; with Glucerna SR's special 
South Super Highway, Makati. Call 8893427 blend, served with Torani syrup and 

Or 8435197; visit www.sugarnot.com.ph. banger sausages. 


THE HERITAGE HOTEL MANILA'S Riviera 
Café offers international buffet featuring 
Santa's favorite sweets this holiday until 
Jan. 6, 2008, for P1,088 per person (except 
оп special dates). Stuffed Roast Turkey with 
Cranberry Sauce, Honey Glazed Ham and 
Roast Rib-eye with Red Wine Sauce are also 
available, Call 8548888. 


FISH & CO. introduces new dishes dubbed 
“Island Spice," the restaurant's own ver- 
sions of hometown Asian favorites. It in- 
cludes Baked Seabass, Seafood Paella, 
Hainanese Style Chicken and Seafood Cur- 
ту. Fish & Co branches are at Greenbelt 3, 
Shangri-La Edsa Mall and SM Mall of Asia. 


Christmas party of the La Camara's mem- 
bers and their families, capped La Ruta Gas- 
tronomica de España, a trio of dinners held 
between September and November that 
showcased the distinctive tastes of three 
Spanish regions. 

Gamboa and Arriet combined their skills 
to present Noche de Pais Vasco, a feast of 
Basque dishes. 

The two women chefs, Cacho and Aspi- 
ras, presented the flavors of Andalucia in La 
Noche de Andalucia. 

Terry and Manuel paired up to bring Sa- 
bores de la España Mediterránea or Flavors 
ofthe Spanish Mediterranean Coast. 

All these distinctive flavors were then 
brought together for the culminating event. 

Using only original Spanish ingredients 
and condiments, the chefs presented a fes- 


NN] 
CELEBRATE Christmas with Heaven N' 
Eggs and Cocorama’s Christmas treats— 
Christmas Omelet, Simbang Gabi Special 
Putobungbong Pancake and the Dec. 26 
Platter. Або available are the Rudolph's. 
Pancake, Fruit Salad Waffle and Grilled 


CLAWDADDY Crab House and American Grill presents all-time 
favorites Baby Back Ribs and the Clawdaddy’s King Sampler (all- 


American BBQ feast). Other dis 


es include Jambalaya and Crab 


‘Skillet, Jambalaya and Ribs Skillet, Vietnamese-style Grilled Lobster, 
Lemon Cream Mussels and the Riverboat Shrimps. There's 
Clawdaddy Family Seafood Feasts and Crab and Lobster Boil and the 
Cajun Seafood Basket. Call 6365679 or 8564785. 


WATERMELON 
candied for 12 daya, 


tival of unique flavors, offering guests new 
takes on familiar ingredients. 

Cacho, for instance, completely “trans- 
formed" bacalao. Wrapping it in a pastry 
sack and serving it on a Chinese soup 
spoon, Saquitos Rellenos de Bacalao looked 
almost like dim sum. 

Terry, proclaiming that the Filipino goat 
was the best, came up with Rocinando por 
la Mancha. Slices of eggplants were topped 
with ground goat meat, among others. 

All the other stuff one associates with 
Spain, the hams, cheeses and wines, were 
all accounted for, naturally. 

Just as naturally, the centerpieces of the 
spread were the Cochinillo Asado Navideño 
(lechon de leche to Pinoys) and Arroz a la 
Montaña, paella with a big difference—it 
was all vegetables. 


The secret 
revealed 


DISCOVER THE BEST DINING PLACES IN 
the metropolis with “Manila's Best Kept 
Restaurant Secrets,” a 260-page hard- 
bound book. 

Itlists restaurants with authentic cuisine, 
excellent service, and great ambience. 

Authors Ines Cabarrus and Elian 
Habayeb will be at PowerBooks Livel, 
Greenbelt 4, Dec. 16, 4 p.m., for a special 
talk and book-signing session. Guests will 
hear about their gastronomic journey 
through Manila's best restaurants. 

The writers worked for over a year and 
came out with a chronicle of photographs 
and stories of the restaurants, their food 
and the people behind them. 

Cabarrus and Habayeb sought to bring 
back "destination dining,” make eating a re- 
al adventure once again, with diners seeking 
‘outa particular place ora special dish. 

Both tourists and locals will likely find 
the coffee-table book an interesting read 
though itis nota strict guide nor does it rate 
the restaurants. 

It is simply a tasteful collage of places the 
two people who love to dine out have found 
fascinating. “We want our readers to ex- 
plore the book from cover to cover, and ех- 
perience, in some way, the same journey 
that we took to discover all of these won- 
derful places,” says Cabarrus. 
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SMOOTHER and creamier Amici gelato in different fruit and nut flavors; (right) Vegetarian 
‘eggplant, bell pepper and fresh tomatoes 


Pizza with лиса 
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Italian restaurant becomes ‘Sec 


Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 
Photos by Ryan Lim 


IVINE INTERVEN- 

tion тау have 

caused the smooth 

and easy transition of Am- 

iti ownership from a reli- 

gious community to a pri- 
-Yate firm. 


2 As any true-blue foodie 
knows, Amici di Don Bosco on 
“Arnaiz Street (formerly Pasay 
Road) in Makati is the famed 
italian restaurant run by Sale- 
šian priests that serves authen- 
tic Italian dishes, as well as the 
famed gelato (ice cream) 

Despite its simple, cafeteri 
like atmosphere, pizza lovers 
kept coming back for the Four 
Seasons pizza with toppings of 
mozzarella cheese, ham, mush- 
rooms, artichokes and olives, 
and the Quattro Formaggi 
"(four-cheese). 
> The pastas, freshly made ev- 
ery day were major crowd- 
drawers. 

Word of mouth brought more 
and more new clients that the 
"restaurant expanded its dining 
area, adding a new wing near 
the Don Bosco printing plant's 
parking area close to the Pasay 
Road corner. 

Salesian priests put up Amici 
di Don Bosco (Italian for 
Friends of Don Bosco) as a can- 
teen for its employees. One of 


just 


SPAGHETTI Vongole e Gamberetti (red wine, tomato sauce, 
bechamel sauce, anchovies, shrimps and clams) 


the priests, Fr. Gianluigi Colom- 
bo, a trained chef, started con- 
cocting gelato. 

Later on, he added pizza and 
pasta dishes to the usual fare of 
Filipino dishes. After the cafete- 
ria was opened to the public, 
the Italian dishes and the gelato 
were instant hits. 

Last year, Danny Moran, who 
sold his 
Bakeshop after 26 years to Jol- 
Нее Corp., was looking for a 
new business, particularly in- 
volving ice cream that usually 
goes with cakes. 

Lunching at Amici di Don 
Bosco with good friend Wilfrido 
“boy” Pinga, Moran tried the 
famed gelato. By the time they 
finished their meal, Moran 


p — 


place. 


Red Ribbon 
ing us 


the 
priests. 


used to play against them, 
Moran, a member of the Philip- 
pine football team in the '70s, 


said. 


"So, it was football first be- 
fore business," he said. 

fter one more meeting, the 
deal was finalized. 

"From the very beginning, 
the priests recognized that this 
was not their mission—to run a 
restaurant... They just wanted 
to make sure we were the kind 
of people who would take good 
care of the business," 
Moran, who took over the busi- 
ness on June 1 

“Call it divine intervention. 
‘There were a lot of prayers 
the negotiations,” 


[during] 


knew he wanted to acquire the 


Right time 

“The priests were not actually 
thinking of selling the place,” 
Moran said. "We just [came] at 
the right time.” 

Pinga said, “We had lunch 
with Fr. Francis Gustilo, who 
was in charge of the restau- 
rant. At first, he was discourag- 

He even said, You 
know, mahirap kaming kausap 
та pari. You have to deal with 
whole 


Moran and Pinga did, sitting 
down with the whole council of 
Salesian priests. But, instead of 
business, discussion revolved 
around sports. 

“Most of the priests in the 


football, a 
deal was 


35 


ownership 
of Amici 


PROFITEROLES 


Pinga said. 


Theonly condition the priests 
set was for the new owners to 
absorb the employees. 

"When we took over, they 
had about 36 employees. We 
absorbed everyone and added a 
few more,” said Moran, presi- 
dent of Amici Foodservice Ven- 


tures, 
Streamlined 


community of 


er attention. 


But the Amici that loyal pa- 
trons know remains—self-ser- 
vice, family-oriented and casual 
in terms of food presentation. It 
also promises value for money. 


transferring 


Moran's group decided to call 
the place simply Amici. New de- 
partments were created like re- 
search and development. The 
organizational structure from 
the production group to dining, 
customer service and food-han- 
dling procedure were stream- 
lined. Sanitation, hygiene and 
quality control were given clos- 


gio, Tutta Carne, Alle Verdure); 
pasta (Cannelloni Agli Spinaci, 


Spaghetti Vongole e 


beretti, Pasta Montanara); piz- 
za (Napoli, Capricciosa, Fruitti 
di Mari); and gelato (Vanilla 
with Nuts, Mint with Chocolate, 
Pistachio), as well as Brazo de 
Mercedes, Panna Cotta, Mango 


Tango and Profiteroles. 


sealed 


tion,” said Moran. 


especially on weekends. 


Thus, Amici is probably the 
only Italian restaurant that 
serves sodas in 1.5-liter con- 
tainers. Water is served by the 
pitcher with unlimited ice sup- 


ply. 


own home," Pinga said. 


“We streamlined the menu. 
We took out stuff that was not 
moving. We want to focus on 
products that people like. We 
improved and standardized the 
food preparation and presenta- 


‘Amici remains a family place, 


“Here, you can get as much 
ice as you want just like in your 


‘Though Amici is rather small 
after Red Ribbon, Moran said it 
was a welcome challenge. 

“We were in the bakeshop 
business and this is a restau- 
rant. It's new for me, but it's a 
learning experience. m very 
happy with the way people are 
responding. There's a big mar- 
ket for Amici. I think the real 
challenge is to have a business 
model that will work and allow 
itto grow," he said. 

Amici will open early next 
year its first branch on Tomas 
Morato, Quezon City. 


Gam- 


Amici is at Antonio Arnaiz cor- 
mer Chino Roces Avenues, 
Makati, beside Salesiana and 
Merriam-Webster Bookstore. It is 
орел Monday-Sunday, 7 a-m.-11 
pm. For Simbang Gabi, it will 
open at 5 a.m. It delivers around 
Makati up to The Fort in Taguig 
City. Call 8184444, 


‘The new owners have given 
Amici а more modem look 


though the canteen-like feel 


Lunch 


lingers. 


cheerier ambience. 


ice cream. 


Moran said they kept the 


including 
spinach. 


said 


things that worked well before. 
“We only try to enhance or im- 
prove the existing operation." 
Food servings remain gener- 
ous. For authenticity, most of 
the ingredients are imported, 
tomatoes, 
dough and some vegetables like 


pizza 


"The priests gave us every- 
thing including equipment and 
the time-honored recipes," said 


Pinga, Amici general manager 


and chief operating officer. 
Customers will still get the 
paninis (Prosciutto e Formag- 


Of course, the hub of the din- 
ing area is the gelato bar, with 
its wide assortment of flavors. 


and dinner 
crowds now have their meals in 
an environment that is spacious 
and bright. The bright lights 
and yellow, green and red hues 
give the restaurant a younger, 


The dining area is cleverly set 
up with four stations to handle 
orders: regular cafeteria-style 
food, pizzas and dine-in gelato, 
pasta and coffee, and takeout 


DANNY Moran (right), Amici 
president, with Iboy Pinga, 
general manager 


BUSTLING lunch crowd in Amici 


THE PHILIPPINES, THROUGH THE 
Center for Culinary Arts Manila (CCA 
Manila), is now the first country in the 
Asia-Pacific region and the second 
~ outside the United States, apart from 
«Switzerland, to be given accreditation 
by the prestigious American Culinary 
Federation Foundation (ACFF). A pre- 
, mier professional chefs’ organization 
based in North America, ACFF has 
1230 chapters and 19,000 members in 
the US. 
|. ССА Manila’s certificate course on 
Í Baking and Pastry Arts and the two- 
year program in Culinary Arts and 
‘Technology Management were grant- 
ed accreditation by the ACFE 
“The accreditation further estab- 
lishes CCA Manila as the leading in- 
stitution not only in the Philippines 
but also in Asia for producing the 
best, quality-trained Filipino chefs. It 
also supports the school's mission of 
developing students’ culinary skills, 
while at the same time being socially 
responsible food industry leaders,” 
said Paz Sales, managing director of 
CCA Manila. 
The ACF Foundation Accrediting 
Commission (ACFFAC) has already 


№ 


ССА MANILA officials welcoming the chefs from АСЕР. CCA Manila's Honey 
Santiago, Fatima Meneses, Ma. Paz L. Sales, Marinela Trinidad, Susana 
Guerrero, Anne Palmares and Pons Santillan; (standing) Paul Flores, chefs 
from ACFF Michael Ty, Harry Brockwell, David Jones, and chef James Antolin of 


CCA Manila. 


sent the official certificates for the 
two programs to CCA Manila. The ac- 
creditation is widely regarded as a 
“symbol of professionalism.” Special- 


ized criteria and procedures have 
been established for evaluating insti- 
tutions or programs to determine 
whether or not they are operating at 


Int'l culinary body grants accreditation to RP school 


established standards. 

“The ACFFAC granted us a pro- 
grammatic accreditation—a special- 
ized accreditation which is a volun- 
tary action on the part of the institu- 
tion that requires curriculum, facul- 
ty resources, support staff and orga- 
nizational structure to all meet or 
exceed quality standards," said 
Sales. 

She added CCA Manila president 
Annie Guerrero wrote to АСЕР to ap- 
ply for accreditation in 2004. A team 
of three ACFFAC members, chefs Har- 
ту Brockwell, David Jones and 
Michael Ty, did the ocular visit and in- 
terviewed the managers and stu- 
dents, as well as observed classes, lec- 
tures, and lab work. 

Sales revealed the ACFF granted 
the accreditation because of the 
schools emphasis on management 
skills as well as the holistic develop- 
ment of the students. 


Core values 

“They were particularly impressed 
by the school's core values, which fo- 
cus on how the students relate to peo- 
ple. We told them that when we make 


the syllabus, we consider three 
things: knowledge, attitude and 
skills. Otherwise, you don't have a to- 
tal development of the student if you 
focus only on one aspect. What are we 
an educational institution for if we 
don’t look at all the angles and make 
better persons out of them?” said 
Sales. 

The accreditation will likewise give 
students an edge over other schools in 
terms of skills learned from the pro- 
grams offered. Students who are 
graduates of accredited programs are 
eligible for АСЕР certification. 

Sales said the challenge now is to 
maintain the school's good record 
with the ACFE 

“We need to further improve the 
professional development of our 
teachers through instructional and 
technical skills updating. Thus, we 
will continuously upgrade ourselves 
to maintain this valuable accredita- 
tion,” she concluded. 

CCA Manila is at 287 Katipunan 
Ave. Loyola Heights, Quezon City. 
Call 4264840, 4264841; e-mail mar- 
keting@cca-manila.com; or visit 
‘www.cca-manila.com. 
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Rating: їгїт Good 


Nice, with a bit of identity crisis = 


Unit 1C- 
By Gina Martin lar evening brought in a cool At Mamou, Flakes and Key Lime Pie with veneers would come off. пи Сор ee. 


breeze so it already felt Ше а Schlag. The fluffy red rice and flavor- | 1634 Taguig 
good start. The trek from our T was puzzled that we weren't ful black beans and cinnamon 
DH NE in ewo алама e WE steak can make „iven a wine list to go with our sugar plantains reminded me of касак o lezou 
actually quite pleasant with the ._ Steak. Funny thing is, beer and my mother’s Arroz a la Cubana. mamou@info.com.ph _ 
pulsating street party atmo- YOUT taste buds grin cocktails were offered on the The steak came sliced, which | Ambiance: 
the Serendra block, I de- sphere of Bonifacio High Street menu. Don't red wine and steak was very convenient for sharing, | Nice and charming 
cided to finally give thatevening. from ear to ear gohandinhandjustlikeapplepie lightly charred on the outside | neighborhood-feel restau- 
Mamou a try. Mise etel n desiit, and venia ke cream? Go gre and perfectly medium rare on | rant with outdoor seating. 
‘Making my call, I was pleas- immediately spotted the restau- ` Warm bread and butterimme- the inside. I closed my eyes as I і 
ану sind Бу the endi. тап signage on the glass window [uen um ear oe diately arrived. What a nice took a bite and my mouth was OE ne 
Tess and efficiency with which which read, “Матош- а home Promise of "eomm food.” AT place... I felt so comfortable І filled with happiness that made | mee 
my reservation was handled—a kitchen.” iat ым рн ся М ed thought I was at home. my taste buds grin from ear to | Сопсеј 
rarity in these parts. This particu- 1 thought, great! They've set (o wtf care а ne, Cracked-cheese appetizer with ear Home-cooked 
ed ы ie анат mm - honey and fuet is a winner. Itsa Сот pudding and creamed | comfort food 
тпе of mhe por uck aches аї classic combination that cant go spinach were good sides for the | Service: — 
ту titos house on New Years wrong. The crisp saltiness of the steak; Icouldhavethemoverrice | Quick and friendly without 


Day when all the relatives 
рау иеп rer they маш Grano Padano combined with on arainy day 


to bring. 


newest kid on 


the Catalonian salami then Senan s Балаа EE 
dipped into the sweet smooth Safe sweets Prices: 
Prompt seating honey made me lose track of the Desserts were safe. The omes | Appetizers P95-P295. 

We entered and were warmly 91458801 we were having at to go with here are the Key Lime | Soups/salads P155-P295. 
greeted by the chet/owner The “UTDI. "and the Pecan Pie. The Key Lime | Sandwiches P220-P280. 
Жош was led with people and, THe Spring rolls arrived piping Б sweet with a good balance of | Entrees P256-P2,800. 
We were promptly seated, We Hot but lacking in flavor we had sour tang on a graham cracker | Dessert Р155-Р18 
Were immediately handed "9 онт itin the sauce. crust. The Pecan Pie comes witha | 
mémus (gentlemen Беше the ТВ е dip filled the room creamy center topped with roast- | Best dishes: 
ladies iind you) and without Withitsaromaasitwassetdown ей pecans served with schlag Cracked Cheese with Hon- 
Tales a beat: our gracious ange Оль: The milio cil vet (German for “whipped cream.” | ey and Fuet. Oriental Rice 
Ce proceeded to enumerate her elmed the contribution ofthe Why can't we just say whipped | Noodle. Steak with Corn. 
favorite dishes." mushrooms and the vegetables. cream instead of putting а term | Pudding and Creamed 

Sixeshewesgraciousenough „ Did 1 forget to mention that thatyouneed rotranslate for fear | Spinach. Key Lime Pie 
and wee ver Bs tone ding фе appetizers were brought to itwill confuse your patrons?) Wade ыды ы 
fore, we gave her carte blanci, ОШ ble one at atime five min- If you need a chocolate fx, | Nong, Very | 

>. А utes apart? Yikes! please skip the Sans Rival. lone. Very limited 
wih ieee сона пана à That night it seemed thar no | cocktail menu 
эшш метан. Amelby isa mene wine you ише онай | Bese 
рае con, Побит: he nobe level, jost seemed to Outside агаш night. 
НИ is the Oriental Rice Noodle; this keep rising that you found your- | Details: — 
Air us ight, ight ^ could be a meal all by itself, self raising your voice and mak- um 
a We alg pre am served in an elegant white ce- ing that “huh?” face to your | Openforlunch 

LI ramic bowl full of squid balls, friends. Е 
е. over the menu kaniand mushrooms. Theswee Although this place is fairly | “tings based on food, 
and-sour broth reminded me ofa new and still has a long way to d 


that. The menu runs three half service and ambience, 
ae шы ш Lined ш every eal mod sim. only bet- gud fair share of hits and miss- | With price taken into account 


> ч ter. ез can easily be tweaked. can | in elation to quali 
area. I feared there mightnotbe Our main courses had arrived, see why all is abuzz about this ey 
enough items to try by my second 


well, one of them (atleast they're place. Из friendly staff and com- | Outstanding гс 
= consistent). The Roast Pork & fort food will keep them coming | Sveveny level _ 
They seemed to be going Chicken was а good choice to back for more. Excellent 
through an identity crisisthough; share, The chicken pulled easily And if you're wondering about | Very Good 
the menu has an Oriental Rice оў е bone and was moist. The the lemons, they werestillonthe | =-= — 
Noodle for a soup, Frankfurter pork was tender, butthe skin was floor when we left the restau- | S00d_ 
a a tough to chew that I thought my rant. PoortoFair Xx 


Canon 
Delighting You Aways 


presents the 

Dream Bar, sliced 

into tiny nibblers 

but packed with 

peanut butter аа GÅ. 
sandwiched bya 

chocolate bar 

atop witha 

crunchy crust 

down under. Mrs. Fields is at 3/F; CityWalk 2, Eastwood City Libis, 
QC. Call 7227399 or 0917-3EWCITY. 
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with LG Mobi 


е пасте functionality and fast network 

* Full video telephony. 

* Dual camera (1.3MP and VGA camera) 

* MP3/MP4 player 

* Bluetooth connectivity Зе Experie 


It's 3G technology at a price within your reach. ; } LG M obi | le 


o KU380 


Easy бале Key 


LG Electronics Philippines 
15 F. Legaspi St, Maybunga Pasig City « Tels. 641-4181 to 85 «Fax 640-0460, 642-0226 - Toll Free No. 1-800-10-6402525 (Free provincial calls) CIC Hotline (02) 640-2525, 0917-8242525, 0920-9002525 
www.Igmobile.com 
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PDI Entertainment Hub 

BIG-NAME stars turned up for the 
Inquirer's 22nd anniversary party. 
Who joined “Duets” champ Tessa 


À Valdes and “Bubble Gang" star 
Michael V onstage—and off? /06 


SSUES тс 


€ - 


Вы 


NESE FTES 


J _ Buy a dozen Dunkin’ Donuts 
D AA anda 
EA hologram tumbler 


GIMMEFIVE 


паке that four 
prints. His feet in 
cement, Will Smith, 


Theatre in H'wood. 
‘on Monday. In the 
audience were his 
kids Willow and 
Jaden. 


Pilita i 
...as a judge on Asian 
Idol’; RP bet Mau 
Marcelo all set for finals 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photo courtesy of www. theasianidol.ty 


PILITA CORRALES, THE FILIPINO JUDGE 
for “Asian Idol,” has arrived in Jakarta, 
where the first-ever regional version of the 
phenomenal reality talent search on world- 
wide television is ongoing. 

This was relayed to INQumen Entertain- 
ment via SMS on Tuesday from the Indone- 
sian capital by Belay Chavez, who is escort- 
ing Philippine bet Mau Marcelo for the 
management company Artist House. 

The “Asian Idol" finals will be aired 8-10 
p.m. Dec. 15 and 9 p.m.-12 midnight Dec. 
16, on RCTI—described by Marcelo as the 
“No. 1 TV station in Indonesia" —which is 
mounting the show with Fremantle Media, 
franchise holder. Locally, ABC 5 is airing the 
whole competition live via satellite. 

On Saturday, Marcelo and the five other 
contenders—from Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, India and Singapore—met with 
Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yud- 
hoyono. 

Chavez said Yudhoyono, whose entire 
Cabinet and family were present, sang his 
‘own composition, "Let's Save Our Planet” 
and gave the Idols a copy of his CD. 

Yudhoyono then asked the Idols to each 
render a song. Said Chavez, “Mau wasn't 


n Jakarta | 


MAU is welcomed at the Jakarta airport by 
Indra Yanti, “Asian Idol" publi 


feeling well, but she belted out Whitney 
Houston's ‘Saving All My Love for You.” 

That same night, the "Road to Asian Idol" 
TV special was launched. 


Get wacky over his 
band's witty music 
‘ond funny antics. ў 


ITCHYWORMS ` 


Thoroughly prepared 

On Thursday, before leaving Manila, 
Marcelo told Inquiner Entertainment 
that she was thoroughly prepared for the 
tilt. She had rehearsed her competition 
pieces, “Ako ang Nagwagi” and “Reach” 
with stage director Freddie Santos and 
voice coach Zebedee Zuñiga. The musi- 
cal arrangements arrived by e-mail two 
days before. (The contestants are expect- 
ed to sing in English and in their native 
languages.) 

Marcelo relayed her hectic Jakarta 
schedule to Inoumer via a text message оп 
Saturday, which she ended in Bahasa: “Teri- 
ma kasih. That's thank you.” 


LONDON—AFTER THAT PERFORMANCE, 
Led Zeppelin really must go on tour. 
The reunited rock `n roll legends were su- 
~perb Monday (Tuesday in Manila) in their 
first full concert in nearly three decades, mix- 
ing in classics like “Stairway to Heaven” and 
‘Black Dog" with the thumping "Kashmir" 
and the hard-rocking "Dazed and Confused." 

The bands three surviving members— 

singer Robert Plant, guitarist Jimmy Page and 
assistkeyboardist John Раш Jones—were 
joined by the late John Bonham's son Jason 
‘on drums. 

Bonham kicked off the sold-out benefit 
show at the O2 Arena, pounding out the beat 
before the others joined in on a near-perfect 
“Good Times Bad Times.” 


E: Led Zep should take this show on tour — soon 


‘They followed that with “Ramble On," de- 
stroying talk that the 59-year-old Plant could 
no longer reproduce his trademark wail. 

With his button-down shirt mercifully but- 
toned up, Plant roamed the stage belting out 
hitafter hit. 


The star 

Page, 63, showed he still has the touch as 
well. Ripping out his patented riffs all night, 
he put the spotlight on himself when the 
band played “In My Time of Dying.” 

Plant and Page later combined to open 
“Nobody's Fault But Mine,” a song that starts 
with another classic Page riff and then gets 
help from Plant mimicking the same sounds. 

Stl, it was Bonham who may have been. 


the star of the show. At 41, he is older than his 
father was— 32—when he choked to death 
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Essence 


of genius 


focus of new series 


LAST DEC. 3, WE RUSHED 
home to catch “My Brilliant 
Brain” on the National Geo- 
graphic Channel. The new 
documentary series appealed 
to us because it investigates 
the essence and development 
of genius. 

We find the sub- 
ject particularly in 
teresting in the light 
ofan earlier observa- 
tion by an expert on 
human inteligence 
that we make good 
use of only a fraction 
of our brains poten- 
tial, so much more 
work can, and needs : 
to, be done. Nestor 


Phenomenal 

‘True enough, last Mondays 
episode focused on a young 
woman trained by her father to 
become a world-class chess 
player. Her achievement is re- 
garded as phenomenal because, 
not so long ago, chess experts 
felt that no woman could excel 
in the sport. 

They attributed this to the 
perceived difference in the ways 
boys and girls’ brains were 
"wired." But the female grand- 
master's success has shown that 
"nature-linked factors” can be 
circumvented by “nurture.” 

In this instance, the develop- 
ment came in the form of six- 
hour tutorial sessions every day, 
during which the girl was taken 
by herfather through the “histo- 
ry” of chess, especially the thou- 
sands of actual games that ex- 
emplified the many different 
moves a player could choose to 
take, to emerge victorious in all 
sorts of situations. 

Thus, when the little git 
started competing in touma- 
ments, she brought along with 


VIEWFINDER 


her, not just her natural aptitude 
for chess, but also a deep and 
broad understanding of the pos- 
sibilities of the sport —üp to the 
point when she didn't even have 
to think about her moves. 
Instead, she relied on a sort of 
“trained intuition,” 
based on her exten- 
sive knowledge of a 
great variety of ac- 
tual games played 
by  grandmasters 
throughout the his- 
tory of the sport. 
The episode's 
point was that "ge- 
nius” can be devel- 
oped. К showed 
how the girls rigor- 
ous training had 
made her brain develop in a 
way that made it easy for her to 
instantly access all the knowl- 
edge she had gained, so she 
could “intuit” how a new game 
should be played—and won. 
While the episode was dis- 
tinctly positive in its view of the 
accessibility and attainability of 
genius, it also underscored the 
fact that developing it could be 
exceedingly difficult. 


Exceptions 

Tt required the female grand- 
master to devote practically the 
whole day to studying her cho- 
sen sport. 

How many youths would be 
as focused? How many mentors 
‘would devote their time to the 
development of genius? The an- 
swers help explain why genius- 
ев are more the exceptions than 
the desultory rule. 

But, the lessons taught by 
“My Brilliant Brain" could moti- 
‘vate more people to do what it 
takes to develop their own intel- 
lectual potential—and that’s all 
tothe good! 
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Prieto, 
Inquirer.net 
president, 
with Iris 
Desvarro of 
Classifieds 
Cubao 
branch. 
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"IN THE TRADITION OF THE LORD OF THE RINGS AND HARRY POTTER, 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS TAKES ITS PLACE AMONGST 

THE GREAT FANTASY FILMS OF ALL TIME." - Ben Lyons/E! 


FROM THE PRODUCER OF "THE LORD OF THE RING. 
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BELTERS Brenan Espartinez, left, and 
Jonalyn Viray NROESUSOREETA 


KATRINA Halili, right, gives news day desk 
chief Ruben Alabastro his raffle prize. manum 
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‘Duets” champ Tessa Prieto-Valdes shares the stage with “Bubble Gang's" Ogie Alcasid 
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Welcome to the PDI 
Entertainment Hub 


‘THE INQUIRER BUILDING IN 
Makati City turned into an en- 
tertainment hub on Saturday 
as big-name celebrities turned 
up for our 22nd anniversary 
party. 

Bossa nova diva Sitti 
kicked off the program with 
the new INQui&Es theme song, 
"One Inquire" about the 
convergence of subsidiaries 
into one group. 

"Pinoy Pop Superstars? Jona- 
lyn Viay and Brenan Es- 
partinez, both Hollywood 
Olympic champions, sustained 
the momentum, engaging the 
crowd with their powerful 
pipes. As did young singing , 
group Sugar Pop, composed of 
"Pop Star Kids” finalists, whose 
amazing vocal acrobatics were 
fully appreciated. 

‘The men in the audience cheered wildly at 
the mere sight of captivating “Starstruck” 
alumnae Katrina Halili, Iwa Moto and Jewel 
Mische. The trio heated up the INQUIRER stage, 
to say the very least. 

As for the women, they got their share of eye 
candy with former “Pinoy Big Brother” house- 
mate Kian Kazemi, and the all-male group 
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PDI president Sandy 
Prieto-Romualdez 


“Studs? made up of 
“Starstruck” graduates Mike 
‘Tan and Dion Ignacio and GMA 
talents Kevin Roco and Edgar 
Guzman. 

But the virtual gender-divide 
was breached by Bamboo, 
whose renditions of "Probin- 
уала,” “Tatsulok” and “Noypi” 
made both men and wom- 
en—induding top execs—tise 
from their seats to sing along 
and dance. 

Тс was surely a tough act to 
follow, but Bayang Barios gave 
g an_equaly spirited perfor- 
® mance ofherown hits. 

9 Funnymen Ogie Alcasid and 
Ў Michael V waded punch lines 
with program hosts Aries Es- 
pinosa, Edna Garcia and Armin 
NNOJESUSORETA Adina. 

‘The “Bubble Gang” duo also posed for snap- 
shots with the audience, and jammed with IN- 
«илва columnist Tessa Prieto-Valdes, “Celebrity 
Duets" grand champion. 

The program was peppered with games, raf- 
fle draws and department presentations—par- 
tystaples that Inquner employees look forward 
toyear after year, along with the celebrity sight- 
ings. 
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MICHAEL V, center, joins the Classifieds staff, grand prize winner in the talent competition 


for employees. 


NROJESUS ORBETA 


MAKATI Mayor Jejomar Binay—left, with 


his own pocket. 


‘emcee Armin Adina—raffles off P8,000 from 


чокулоо та 
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Comelec orders recount 


Friday, December 14,2007 


METRO / A25 


OH WHAT FUN IT IS! The tableau at Metropolitan Park, Edsa Extension, Pasay 
out of gift boxes wrapped in vinyl. They're all pulled together by that magic that's beyond all telling, that magic only the birth of Jesus can bring. 
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GMA seeks return 
of subversion law 


Ceasefire 
with Reds 
starts Dec. 16, 
ends Jan. 6 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo.yesterday said she 
was supporting the revival of 
the Anti-Subversion Law, 
which punishes membership 
in the Communist Party of 
the Philippines (CPP), to 
help put an end to the com- 
munist insurgency. 


The law, or Republic Act No. 1700, 
was repealed in 1992. (See In the 
Know on Page A10.) 

Also yesterday, the President ap- 
proved in the spirit of the Yuletide sea- 
son a three-week truce in the govern- 
ment's 38-year fight against commu- 
nist rebels, The truce will run from 
Dec. 16 to Jan. б. 

But the President again vowed to get 
rid of the communist rebels before she 
steps down in 2010. She said their 
"ideological nonsense" and "criminal 
acts” must be stopped "once and for 
all 


5 Arroyo said she would support a 
GMASEEKSI AIO 


GMA to meet 
Sumilao farmers 
on Monday 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


THE SUMILAO FARMERS, WHO HAD 
staged а 1,700-kilometer protest 
march from their hometown to Manila. 
but were denied entry to Malacafiang 
last week, will finally have an audience 
with President Macapagal-Arroyo on 
Monday, a Palace official said yester- 
day. 

‘The President will have a dialogue 
with the weary marchers from Bukid- 
non in Malacafiang at 11:30 a.m., ac- 
cording to Presidential Management 
Staff chief Cerge Remonde. 

“The farmers wanted to see her and 
the President is willing to meet and lis- 


WHY TRANSPORT STRIKE DIDN'T SIZZLE: Force (left) is met with force. Displaying their ability to be quick on the 
draw, cops secure the Monumento area where impassioned jeepney drivers hold a protest rally and try to stop their 
colleagues from plying their routes in the city. (See story on Page A2.) 


MANILA PEN REVOLT 
18 civilians freed; Trillanes, Lim charged 


ByD] Yap 


ONIY SEN. ANTONIO TRILLANES IV 
and the uniformed participants of the 
Nov. 29 failed revolt at the Peninsula 
Manila in Makati City will stand trial 
on charges of rebellion. 

Judge Elmo Alameda of the Makati 
Regional Trial Court Branch 150 has 
dismissed the rebellion charges filed 


against 18 civilians who joined the sev- 
en-hour takeover of the hotel, includ- 
ing former Vice President Teofisto 
Guingona and Bishop Julio Labayen, 
and ordered the release of 14 still in 
detention. 

‘Alameda upheld the Department of 
Justice resolution finding probable 
cause to indict Trillanes, Brig. Gen. 
Danilo Lim and 16 junior military offi- 


RP boxers shake Games 
with a protest punch 


By Recah Trinidad 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAILAND 
—Protest walkouts in two of seven title 
fights by the Philippine team yesterday 
landed like a foul blow and rocked the 
boxing championships in the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games. 

‘The ring competitions were domi- 
nated by the host Thais, who bagged a 
record 16 gold medals against only 


one by the dethroned Filipinos. 
After Thailand captured the first two 
gold medals in the pinweight and light 
flyweight divisions, championship ac- 
tion was rudely jolted inside the 
full-house Meaungpug Municipal 
Gymnasium here when Filipino fly- 
weight Godfrey Castro spat out his 
mouthpiece and pulled off his gloves at 
the sound of the bell in his bout against 
RPBOXERS/AIO 
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cers for rebellion, which is punishable 
by life imprisonment. 

Alameda ordered the chief of the 
Camp Crame Custodial Center to re- 
lease the 14 civilians still detained 
there, including “running priest” 
Robert Reyes, lawyers Argee Guevarra 
and JV Bautista, and Trillanes’ brother 
Antonio Trillanes Ш. 
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Media assert 
rights, role in 
a democracy 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


PRINT AND BROADCAST JOURNAL- 
ists yesterday asserted their right to 
decide on their own safety while cover- 
ing police or military operations, with- 
out being threatened or arrested if 
they choose not to leave a coverage 
area. 
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EU threatens to boycott US climate talks 


BALI, INDONESIA—EUROPEAN NA- 
tions threatened to boycott US-led cli 
mate talks next month unless Wash- 
ington accepts a range of numbers for 
negotiating deep reductions of global- 
warming emissions at a UN conference 
here. 

The move on Thursday raised the 


nations entered final-hour talks aimed 
at launching negotiations for a succes- 
sor to the Kyoto Protocol. 

The United States, Japan and sever- 
al other governments refuse to accept 
the language in a draft document sug- 
gesting that industrialized nations 
consider cutting emis 


gets would limit the scope of future 
talks. 

‘The European Union and others say 
the figures reflect the measures scien- 
tists say are needed to rein in global 
warming and head off predictions of 
rising sea levels, worsening floods and 
droughts, and the extinction of plant 


f, 7 Al “pilgrims stranded | 


900 Месса 


ACROSS / A17 | 
j 


+ consists of the fondly familiar Santa Claus on an open sleigh pulled by two reindeer, a snowman and a Christmas tree created 
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Opposition 
senators vow: 
Razon won’t 
run power grid 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


OPPOSITION SENATORS YESTERDAY 
warned that President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо political ally, businessman En- 
rique Razon, and his Monte Oro con- 
sortium would have to pass through 
the eye of a needle before they could 
get the 25-year franchise to run the 
country’s power grids. 

“The Senate should not give Monte 
Oro the luxury of securing a franchise 
under these anomalous circum- 
stances Sen. Jamby Madrigal said, 
charging that Tuesday's bidding for the 
assets of National Transmission Corp. 
(Transco), won by Monte Oro, was 
rigged. 

"I strongly oppose the granting of 
franchise and I will exhaust all legal 
remedies to prevent it. Not under my 
watch will 1 allow them to have a fran: 

‘OPPOSITION/ Аё 


Malacafiang 
on warpath, 
tags Serge O 


By Christine О. Avendaño 
and Kate Pedroso 


CONTINUING ITS ATTACK ON A SUR: 
vey that found a big percentage of the 
respondents considered President 
Macapagal-Arroyo the “most corrupt” 
leader in Philippine history, Mala: 
cafiang yesterday named a former op- 
position senator as the one who com- 
missioned the survey. 

"It was actually a commissioned 
question by Serge Osmefia and was not 
an official release by Pulse," Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye said of the Pulse 
Asia Inc. poll which showed that more 
Filipinos (42 percent) viewed Ms Ar- 
тоуо and her administration as the 
most corrupt compared with her four 
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‘Danger: Avoid 
Death’ is wacky 
warning winner 


DETROIT—A WARNING ON A SMALL. 
tractor that reads "Danger: Avoid 
Death" was named yesterday as the. 
United States wackiest warning label 
by an antilawsuit group. 

The Wacky Warning Label Contest, 
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Transport strike fizzles out 


Piston leaders claim victory, say action delivered strong message 


By Tina б. Santos, Nancy Са! 
Alcuin Papa and Julie M. Aurelio 


THE TRANSPORT STRIKE 
yesterday was hardly felt in 
Metro Manila .as hundreds 
of jeepneys continued to ply 
their routes and most major 
transport groups declined 
to join the protest action 
called by the militant 
Pinagkaisang Samahan ng 
Tsuper at Operator Nation- 
wide (Piston). 

Though many commuters were un- 
able to make it to work on time as the 
strike affected key routes like Edsa, 
they were not completely paralyzed 
as trucks and buses deployed by po- 
lice, local governments and various 
government agencies roamed the city 
picking up stranded commuters. 

‘And except for initial early reports 
of striking drivers coercing other 
drivers to join the strike, Philippine 
National Police said the strike was 
“generally peaceful.” 

‘The story was mixed in the rest of 
the country, with striking transport 
groups claiming to have paralyzed 
from 80 percent to 98 percent of trans- 
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portation in provinces like Laguna, 
Batangas, the Bicol region, Negros Oc- 
cidental, Capiz and Akan, leaving 
hundreds of stranded commuters. In 
Baguio City, most drivers either stayed 
home or continued plying their routes, 
in Zambales and Cebu no strike was 
called and in Rizal, only about 60 per- 
cent of drivers stayed off the streets, 

‘Most transport operations were back 
чо normal by noon and 3 p.m. in Metro 
Manila and other parts of the country 
earlier than the 5 pam. scheduled by Pis- 
ton leaders to end the strike. 

However, Piston secretary general 
George San Mateo was unruffled, 
claiming that Piston had scored an av- 
erage “90 to 95 percent transport 
paralysis nationwide," including 70 
to 90 percent in Metro Manila. 

Modesto Florande, Piston’s NCR 
chief, said the strike was successful 
because it “sent a strong message to 
our leaders and the oil companies 
that the grassroots members will not 
sit in the sidelines anymore,” 

Florande also denied that Piston 
was cutting short its strike because it 
was abandoned by other transport 
groups. 

“The strike in Metro Manila was re- 
ally just for today. In provinces such as 
Iloilo, the strikes will take place today 
and tomorrow. There are also areas 
that will only start tomorrow. We have 


the support of transport group mem- 
bers and civic groups," Florande said. 

‘The militarit drivers want govern- 
ment to repeal the Oil Deregulation 
Law, restrict oil price hikes and scrap 
the 12 percent expanded value-added 
tax on oil products. 

But leaders of some eight major trans- 
port groups declined to join the protest. 
‘action, saying they preferred to continue 
talks with government to bring down fu- 
el costs, curb extortion and illegal opera 
tors and finalize the single-ticketing sys- 
tem for traffic violations. 

Though commuters were inconve- 
nienced by the strike, they also found 
it to be enjoyable because of the free 
rides. 

“They can strike all they want if the 
rides are free,” said Fe Manaog of 
Valenzuela in Filipino, 

Early yesterday, striking drivers 
could be seen urging other drivers 
stil] plying their routes to join the 
strike. They also urged commuters 
and pedestrians to join the protest 
against oil price increase. They were 
mostly ignored. 

Alvin Flores, a jeepney driver who 
continued to pick up passengers in 
the Monumento-Divisoria route, said 
he would eventually stop, when he 
earned enough money to buy milk. 

According to the Northern Police 
District, the protest action failed ro 
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completely paralyze transportation in 
the cities of Caloocan, Malabon, 
Navotas and Valenzuela, 

Except for the Monumento-Polo 
route, where there was an almost a 
hundred percent participation of pas- 
senger jeepney drivers, other areas 
remained accessible by public trans- 
port, the police said, 

By 1:15 p.m., the traffic operations 
center in Caloocan City reported that 
Jeepneys were back on the street, and 
the situation was “back to normal.” 

National Capital Region Police Of- 
fice (NCRPO) chief Director Geary 
Barias said the strike paralyzed an es- 
timated 20 percent of Metro Manila's 
transport system. 

He said areas where jeepneys were 
scarce included the routes of Mal- 
abon-Divisoria, Cubao-Marikina, and 
the UP Campus to Philcoa. 

“But in these areas, there were bus- 
es and other jeepneys who were able 
to ply the routes," Barias said. 

Barias said police did not make a 
single arrest during the strike. 

Police went on full alert ahead of 
the strike for fear that striking public 
utility vehicle drivers would harass 
non-striking drivers. With reports 
from Kristine Alava and Riza T. Ol- 
chondra, Metro Manila and Inquir- 
er Northern Luzon, Southern Luzon, 
Visayas 
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Blame goes around 
over cheap meds bill 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


WHO OR WHAT IS BLOCKING THE PAS- 
sage of the cheaper medicines bill in the 
House of Representatives? 

Is it Minority Leader Ronaldo Zamora gr 
Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia? The two senior 
lawmakers have raised a number of objec- 
tions to the landmark measure. Or is it 
something else? 

Majority Leader Arthur Defensor yester- 
day assured the public the measure, known 
as House Bill No. 2844, would pass on sec- 
ond reading on Monday, three days before 
Congress goes on holiday break. 

“We will prevent any attempt to further 
delay passage of the bill,” Defensor told the 
Inquirer, "We are very much aware this is a 
very important bill awaited by our people,” 


Quorum lack 

Zamora said the problem lay not with 
him or Garcia but with the House leader- 
ship which has failed to muster a quorum. 

“it’s not an issue of failing to get past 
Zamora or Garcia,” he told the Ingum, 
“They should get people in the session hall 
and make sure they stay there." 

With its numbers, the majority could eas- 
ily quash any objections to the bill and pass 
itin no time, he said, 

But a problem with the numbers—the 
same stumbling block to the bills passage 
in the previous Gongress—resurfaced Tues- 
day night, 

While more than enough congressmen 
showed up for the roll call, their numbers 
soon dwindled until Garcia threatened to 
question the quorum, 

‘The threat came after the committee on 
trade and industry rejected amendments 
Garcia had proposed, according to two con- 
gressmen. In such an instance, the way to 
resolve the impasse is to put the matter to a 


plenary vote, the two said, 

Under House rules, a quorum is pre- 
sumed until it is questioned and proven 
that there are not enough lawmakers in the. 
session hall, 


‘Asking to be heard’ 

Zamora said he was willing to put his ob- 
jections to the bill to a vote and let the 
House as a whole settle the matter. 

"AIL Тт asking for is to be heard,” he said, 
“Then we go to a vote. If lose, that’s i.” 

Zamora sald the House leadership had a 
problem with getting Garcia to cooperate 
‘on HB 2844, He said Garcia had the support 
of some members of the Kabalikat ng 
Malayang Pilipino (Kampi) party of Presi- 
dont Macapagal-Arroyo, 

“There's really a problem within the ma- 
jority," he sa 

Defensor said the House leadership had a 
“strategy” to make sure HB 2844 hurdled 
any objections on Monday, 

He declined to elaborate, but one admin 
istration lawmaker said it would basically 
involve the majority using strength of num- 
bers to overwhelm any objections during 
the vote, 

Zamora wants deleted a paragraph in the 
proposed amendment to the Intellectual 
Property Code which states: "For the pur- 
pose of this clause, salts, esters, ethers, poly- 
morphs, metabolites, pure form, particle 
size, isomers, mixtures of isomers, complex- 
es, combinations and other derivatives of a 
known substance shall be considered to be 
the same substance, unless they differ signif- 
icantly in properties with regard to efficacy" 

Proponents of HB 2844 like Iloilo Rep. 
Ferjenel Biron want to keep the paragraph, 
partly to keep multinational drug compa- 
nios from combining two or more sub. 
stances and producing basically the same 
medicino, and seeking a parent for tt, 
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POTC told to surrender P150M 


By Jocelyn R. Uy In affirming the Presidential 
Commission on Good Govern- 
ment’s sequestration of share. 
holder Polygon Investors and 
Managers Ine., the court also re- 
solved that the government has 
the right to demand the 
turnover of the dividends to the 
court for safekeeping. 4 
The PCGG sequestered the 
Polygon along with several other 
firms of the late businessman Jose 
Africa on claims that his business 
enterprises were partially aided by 
the ill-gotten wealth of the late 
strongman Ferdinand Marcos, 


THE дну GosPeL 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN HAS 
ordered the Philippine Over- 
seas Telecommunications Corp. 
to hand over to the antigraft 
court the P150 million in cash 
dividends the telephone com- 
pany owes to government«e- 
questered shares, 

In a 23-page ruling, the anti- 
graft courts Third Division stated 
that the dividends should be put ts 
custody in an escrow account at 
the Land Bank of the Philippines 
until it ruled on йз ownership. 
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and animal species. 

“No result in Bali means no Major 
Economies Meeting,” said Sigmar Gabriel, 
а top EU environment official from Ger- 
many, referring to a series of separate cli- 
mate talks initiated by US President George 
W. Bush in September, 

* “This is the clear position of the EU. I do 
not know what we should talk about if 
there is no target." 

The United States invited 16 other major 
economies, including European countries, 
Japan, China and India, to discuss a pro- 
gram of what are expected to be nationally 
determined, voluntary cutbacks in green- 
house gas emissions. 


House of cards 

‘The Bush administration views the major 
‘economies process as the main vehicle for 
determining future steps by the United 
States—and it hopes by others—to slow 
emissions. 

But environmentalists accuse the United 
States of trying to undermine the UN pro- 
cess. 

The talks in 
upon Friday, 

But UN climate chief Yvo de Boer said he 
was worried the US-EU deadlock could de- 
rail the process and that a final “Bali 
roadmap” would contain an agreement to 
negotiate a new climate deal by 2009, but 
may not include specific targets for emis- 
sion reductions. 

“Tm very concerned about the pace of 
things,” De Boer said. “If we don't get word- 
ing on the future, then the whole house of 
cards falls to pieces.” 


are scheduled to wrap 


No. | polluter А 

The US delegation said while it contin- 
чей to reject inclusion of specific emission 
cut targets, it hoped eventually to reach an 
agreement that is “environmentally effec- 
tive” and “economically sustainable.” 

But haggling over numbers now was 
counterproductive, said Jim Connaughton, 
chair of the White House Council on Envi- 
ronmental Quality 

‘The United States is the world’s largest 
emitter of greenhouse gases and the only 
major industrial country to have rejected 
Kyoto, which expires in 2012. It has been 
оп the defensive since the conference 
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EU threatens to boycott ... 


SLOW AS A TURTLE?: The head of the UN's 
climate change summit in Bali is worried that. 
actions are not being taken fast enough 
against global warming with less than a day 
left to conclude an agreement. Ап 
environmental activist releases a turtle at a 
beach near the summit venue. т 
kicked off on Dec. 3. 

ssure has come even from a one-time 
ally on climate, Australia, whose new prime 
minister, Kevin Rudd, urged Washington to 
"embrace" binding targets, and from for- 
mer US Vice President Al Gore, who won 
this year's Nobel Peace Prize for helping 
alert the world to the danger of climate 
change. 


US wrecking crew 

But US Undersecretary of State Paula Do- 
briansky, the head of the American delega- 
tion, told reporters that the conference was 
simply the start of negotiations, not the end. 

“We don't have to resolve all these issues 
.. here in Bali,” she said. 

That did mot satisfy environmentalist 
who accused Washington of standing in the 
way of a meaningful deal—and not just on 
the inclusion of emissions targets 

“We know that there is a wrecking crew 
in Bali led by the US administration and its 
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minions,” said Jennifer Morgan, spokesper- 
son for environmental groups on Bali. 

“They are working hard to pull out the 
bits of text tirat matter to developing coun- 
tries on finance and technology.” 


Looking beyond Bush 

Some delegates say US clout is on the 
wane as countries look beyond the Bush 
era. 

They say that with US elections due to 
take place less than 11 months from now, it 
leaves Bush a lame duck when it comes to 
shaping the climate change agenda. 

“As we think about how to frame these 
negotiations, and to reach an agreement, 
let's think in terms of the future leadership 
of the US,” said James Leape, head of the 
conservation group WWE 

“Because that will be a different genera- 
tion and that will almost certainly be lead- 
ership that is serious about climate 
change.” 


A climate pariah 

For supporters of the Kyoto Proto- 
col—which was almost wrecked by Bush's 
rejection in 2001—the next White House 
incumbent is boundwo want to end Ameri- 
ca's long years asa climate pariah. 

At best, they hope, he or she could steer 
the world's No. 1 carbon polluter back into 
the fold of industrialized nations that com- 
mitto targeted cuts in their CO2 emissions. 

"Whoever will be the next president, he 
will be not as far from the climate negotia- 
tions as the president we have," German 
Environment Ministér Sigmar Gabriel said. 


Kyoto Protocol 

‘The Kyoto Protocol requires 37 industrial 
nations to reduce greenhouse gas emis- 
sions by a relatively modest average 5 per- 
cent below 1990 levels by 2012. 

Bush has argued that the pact would 
harm the US economy and cutbacks should 
have been imposed on poorer but fast-de- 
veloping nations such as China and India. 

Gore and Senator John Kerry, the two 
men Bush defeated for the White House, 
have both visited Bali to remind nations the 
clock was ticking for the US leader. 

Connaughton, one of the US negotiators, 
remained defiant. 


US can’t beignored 
“The US will lead, and we will continue 


NUSA DUA,  INDONE- 
sia—Millions more people 
will be at risk from illnesses 
such as malaria and diarrhea 
in a warming world beset by 
heat waves and water short- 
ages, the World Health Orga- 
nization said on Thursday. 
Climate experts say rising 
temperatures and heat waves 
will increase the number of 
heat-related deaths, while 
higher ozone levels from pol- 
lution will mean more people 
suffering from cardio-respi- 
ratory disease. 
Awarming world would al- 
so mean the spread of vector- 
borne and pathogenic dis- 
eases such as malaria, 
dengue fever and cholera. 
“Some of the major killers 
are climate sensitive,” Maria 
Neira, the World Health Or- 
ganisation's director for public 
health and the environment, 
said at climate talks in Bali 
“We are concerned about 
malnutrition related to lack 
of agricultural production, 
we are concerned about diar- 
thea due to water scarcity 
and sanitation, and about 
seeing an increase in dengue 
and malaria and their ap- 
pearance in areas where it 
was not present," she said. 
"The health costs of inac- 
tion will be the incidence of 


WHO says millions ` 
will be at risk from 
malaria, diarrhea 


injuries and death by natural 
disasters and heat waves or 
displacement of people" 
Neira told the climate talks on 
the Indonesian resort island of 
Bali a one-degree Celsius in- 
crease in temperature would 
lead to an 8-percent increase 
in the incidence of diarrhea. 

Climate change was also ex- 
pected to increase the propor- 
tion of the global population 
exposed to dengue, a disease. 
carried by mosquitoes, by Бе: 
tween 50 and 60 percent. 

The 190-nation UN climate: 
meeting in Bali from Dec. 3 tg 
14 is seeking to launch two 
years of formal negotiations 
‘meant to end with agreement, 
on a broad new UN pact to 
fight global warming, which is 
linked with rising sea levels, 
floods and melting glaciers. 

In the past, experts have said: 
South Asia is particularly at risk: 

The region's flood-prone, 
low-lying countries such ag 
Bangladesh, melting НЕ 
malayan glaciers, desert areas 
and large coastal cities meari 
disease could spread quickly 
and exacerbate malnutrition. 

"The health system will be 
totally overwhelmed and not 
able to respond and maybe 
undermine the health bene- 
fits until now,” said Neira 

Reuters, 


to lead, but leadership also re- 
quires others to fall in line and 
follow,” he told reporters. 

A European diplomat said the 
US delegation "is heard but not 
listened to." He meant the Unit- 
ed States could not be ignored, 
given its gigantic economy and 
the fact no climate solution can 
be envisaged without its help. 


Despite its loss of influence, 
"Washington is not alone bn 
some positions. 

Its argument that emerging gi- 
ants should be coaxed into 
tougher curbs has gained traction, 
given that China may already 
have overtaken the United States 
as the world's biggest emitter. Re- 
ports from AP and AFP. 
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RETIRING IN FEBRUARY 


Esperon: I’m ready to go with clear conscience 


By Nikko Dizon 


ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr. 
shid he is ready to retire in February, his 
conscience clear of the "Hello Garci” scan- 
dal that linked him to purported cheating in 
the 2004 election in favor of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

} "If I will be extended, it will be an honor. 
But you know I don't see it on the horizon,” 
Esperon said, after he was asked at a news 
forum about rumors his year-and-a-half 
term was likely to be extended by the Presi- 
dent. 

! On Feb, 9 Esperon turns 56, the manda- 
tory retirement age for members of the АЕР 
į. Esperon will have served 33 years in the 
thilitary, four years and eight months of 


officers who could take over from him. But peron was also deputy commander of 
with two months to go, no names have sur- Task Force HOPE (Honest, Orderly and 
faced, except for that of Army chiefLt. Сеп. Peaceful Elections) and supervised the 
Alexander Yano. troops assisting the Commission on 
By tradition, the commanders of the Elections. 
‘Army, Navy and Air Force, as well as ће "There was the charge I rigged the elec- 
Vice Chief of Staff, The Deputy Chief of tions because somebody said he was re- 
Staff and three-star generals are con- lieved as brigade commander upon my di- 
tenders. rection. [Marine Brig. Gen. Francisco] Gu- 

Esperon said he would be relinquishing dani claimed he was relieved upon my di- 
his post with a clear conscience over allega- rection,” Esperon said. 
tions of his involvement in election fraudin Esperon denied any hand in the relief of 
2004. Gudani, who was perceived to be an ardent 

“I never took it as a stigma, my con- supporter of Ms Arroyo's strongest rival, ac- 
science is clear,” he said. tor Fernando Poe Jr. 

Esperon was among four generals men- He said Gudani was relieved “in connec- 
tioned in the “Hello Garci” wiretapped con- tion with an investigation of a fire fight that 
versations between President Arroyo and a happened on the night of the elections.” 
man widely believed to be then election Ayoung woman was killed and her death 
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Military 
rebs may 
still try 
again—AFP 


By Nikko Dizon 


MILITARY LEADERS 
yesterday said rebel- 
lious soldiers could 
still try to overthrow 
the government, 
which is why the 
Armed Forces 
should remain vigi- 
lant to thwart any 
such attempt. 
"There are still 
threats. You have to 
take care of this ... 
many are going to 
try” said AFP Chief 
Gen. Hermogenes 


that in the field. commissioner Virgilio Garcillano. was "blamed" on Marines from Gudani's В g 
|: He said there were “a lot of competent” Then the AFP chief for operations, Es- brigade, Esperon said. ESPERON aae TS 
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said Esperon, adding 
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that the AFP was still 
(extra Discount for Returning Customer/ Repeat Buyers) 


trying to verify if 
these coup plotters 
are connected to the 
| self-styled Magdalo 
group of putschists 
led by Sen. Antonio 
Trillanes IV. 

Esperon said he 
was confident that 
any attempt to oust 
the Arroyo govern- 
ment would fail be- 
cause soldiers know 
theyhavenothing to 
gain from it, 

“The soldiers in 
the ranks will not 
join them. They 
know that they [the 
leaders] will only 
abandon them. What 
happened in 1989? 
They were aban- 
doned. In Oakwood, 
what happened? 
They were aban- 
doned. In 2006, they 
were — abandoned. 
Those who were 
lately — discharged 
from the Army, what. 
happened to them?" 
he said in Filipino. 

Esperon has tak- 
en a hardline stance 
against renegade 
military officers ac- 
cused of leading the 
failed attempts to 
overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 

He said he had 
‘wanted the full force 
of the law applied on 
the renegade junior 
military officers that 
attempted a coup in 
July 2003 and not a 
mere admonition as 
agreed in the terms of 
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MANILA WATER SERVICE UPGRADE 
IN MARIKINA, ANTIPOLO AND CAINTA 


Manila Water will undertake service improvement 
projects which will cause temporary water supply 
interruption in the following portions of Marikina, 
Antipolo and Cainta 
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Marikina: Concepcion |l, Vista Valley Subdivision, Amang 
Rodriguez Hospital, Marikina Valley Hospital, Marquinton. 


Antipolo: Barangay Sumulong 
Cainta: Barangay San Isidro 


Manila Water Company is advising all residents of the said areas 
to store enough water to supply their needs during the interruption 
period. 
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Martin Luther 
King’s son keeps 
the dream alive 


By Beverly T. Natividad 
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FORTY-FOUR YEARS AGO, HIS FATHER, MAR- 
tin Luther King Jr, inspired a generation to real- 
ize the dream of a world free of racism. 

‘Several years later, the eldest son of the 
American civil rights leader said that dream 
still rings loud and true for this generation, 
and the path toward it is still faith and ser- 
vice as his father said. 

‘The only difference is that the dream has 
been concretized by United Nations member 
states, summed up as the eight Millennium 
Development Goals, said Martin Luther King 
III, a peace activist like his father. 

‘These goals, or MDGs, are: the eradication of 
extreme poverty and hunger, the achievement 
of universal primary education, promotion of 
gender equality, reduction of child mortality, 
improvement of maternal health, fighting of 
HIV/AIDS and other diseases, ensuring envi- 
ronmental sustainability and development of a 
global partnership for development. 

Ina speech at the opening of the Univer- 
sal Peace Federation's two-day International 
Leadership Conference at the Manila Hotel 
on Tuesday, the younger King said that for 
all the technological knowhow of today’s 
generation, it is still faith and service that 
will lead people to triumph over poverty. 

“It is faith and service that can win victo- 
ries in the attainment of MDGs. This will be 
the flame that could attain the MDGs,” said 
King, a peace activist like his father. 

He challenged the present generation to 
transform its faith into service and commit 
to the eight development goals. 

The leadership conference is being held in 
conjunction with a five-day Manila Global 
Peace Festival, which is part ofa series of peace 
festivals that the UPF is conducting worldwide 
to campaign for support for lasting peace. 

The UPF is a global inter-religious al- 
liance that calls for world peace and envi- 
sions “а global family of God guided by uni- 
versal principles." 

King said that after all the technological 
advancement achieved by this generation, 
itis not anymore a question whether it can 
reduce poverty but a question of whether it 
has the will to do so. 

Like his father, King encouraged people to 
live up to and realize their dreams and goals. 

In the case of the Philippines, he said Fil- 
ipinos must use their faith as a Christian 
country and turn it into service to realize 
the dream of feeding every hungry child. 

For the world, he said, faith must mani- 
fest in service to turn deadly arms into 
“ploughshares of renewal.” 

King challenged the present generation 
to fight to save the children from hunger in- 
stead of launching wars for revenge. 

He said people should now break the 
chain of endless revenge and retribution in- 
to anew framework based on service. 

“Hard-fought battles are waged with the 
sword of service and the shield of faith,” 
added King. 

‘Quoting his father, he said that peace is not 
built on а negative path. Those who lead with 
Tove leave a more lasting legacy, he said. 

He said his father once encouraged people to 
live up to their potential by uniting to act to 
make the world better and more peaceful. He 
said his father had stressed that this was the liv- 
ing manifestation of faith. 

"Everybody can be great because everybody 
can serve. You only need a heart full of grace 
anda soul generated by love," said King. 

‘The UPF's Global Peace Festival kicked 
off last Sunday with a massive Manila Bay 
coastline cleanup involving Manila Mayor 
Alfredo Lim and more than 10,000 volun- 
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EARL А. RAPOSA DIED ON DEC. 10. НЕ WAS 

54. His body lies at the Holy Family Chapel on E 5 


Cruzada, Legazpi City. Interment will be at the 
Pristine Memorial Gardens on Saturday, Dec. 
15 after the 2 p.m. Mass. He is survived by wife 
Emerita, children Mater, Janet, Paul and Lizette 
May; brothers Enrique Jc, Dennis and sister 
Marilyn; nieces and nephews and inlaws. 
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Opposition senators vow: Razon won't run... 


Madrigal has said that she 
would go to the Supreme Court. 
to nullify the award of the 
Transco concession to Monte 


From page At its foreign partner, China's State 
: Grid Corp., which won the auc- 


Осорно монас San Miguel concedes to Monte Oro 


thise. I call upon my colleagues to 
block the granting of a franchise 


to Monte Oro," Madrigal said. 


Oro Grid Resources Corp. and 
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License from Congress 

Although Monte Oro won the 
auction in the biggest privatiza- 
tion in the country's history, it 
still has to get a license from 
Congress within one year to op- 
erate Transco. 

Monte Oro, whose partner is 
China's largest electricity provider 
ranked 29th in the Fortune Global 
500 list of the world's largest com- 
panies, edged San Miguel Energy 
Corp. of food and beverage con- 
glomerate San Miguel Corp, 
which offered $3.905 billion. 

‘Two others prequalified to 
join Tuesday's auction backed 
out at the last minute. They 
were the consortium of Two 
Rivers Pacific Holdings Corp. 
апі Terna-Rete . Electtrica 
Nazionale S.PA. of Italy and the 
group of Citadel Holdings Inc. 
and Power Grid Corp. of India, 

Industry sources said that the 
two groups were pressured to 
withdraw with a media cam- 


paign questioning their eligibil- 
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ity even though Two Rivers was 
reported to be prepared to bid 
as much as $4.2 billion, 


Broadband capability 

La Costa Development Corp., 
headed by nickel mining mag- 
nate Salvador Zamora П and 
former Finance Secretary 
Roberto de Ocampo, has sought 
a writ of preliminary injunction 
from a Makati court against the 
auction after it was disqualified 
earlier, The hearing of the case. 
for violation of the antigraft law 
will continue next week, 

La Costa earlier said it was will- 
ing to offer ‘Transco $6 billion, 
double the offer in a failed bid in 
February. It said it planned to de- 
velop not only Transco's power 
grid but also its optic fiber broad- 
band capability that would make 
the franchise holder also a major 
telecommunications player, 


Franchise guaranteed? 
Apart from concession fees, 
the winning bidder will have to 
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By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE GIANT 
San Miguel Corp. (SMC) has 
conceded to Monte Oro Grid 
Resources Corp., saying it won 
“fair and square" Tuesday's bid- 
ding for the country’s power 
grids owned by National Trans- 
mission Corp. (Transco) by a 
slim $45-million margin. 

San Miguel president Ramon 
Ang said ín a text message to 
the INQUmeR that San Miguel 
Energy Corp, SMC’s invest- 
ment vehicle for its power ven- 
tures, lost to the Monte Oro 
Group of businessmen Walter 
Brown and Enrique Razon. 

“They won fair and square. 
They gave better value,” Ang 
said. 

Ang also said that San 
Miguel Energy Corp. was not 
contemplating a partnership 
with the Monte Oro Group at 
this time, 


Monte Oro has announced 
plans for an initial public of- 
fering (IPO) of shares in the 
stock market to raise funds for 
its acquisition of Transco, 

Stocks of companies in- 
volved in the Monte Oro con- 
sortium were the markets 
biggest winners yesterday. 


Biggest gainers 

Shares of holding firm A. 
Brown Co. Inc, were the 
biggest gainers after the price 
ofa share rose 49.3 percent to 
P2.12. 

A. Brown has an 18-percent 
stake in Monte Oro Resources 
and Energy Inc. (MORE), the 
parent firm of Monte Oro Grid 
Resources Cot 

Shares of Philippine Realty 
& Holdings Corp. of Campos 
Lanuza & Co. Inc, and A. 
Brown, also rose 19.57 percent 
to close at 55 centavos and was 
the fourth largest gainer. 


iVantage Corp., which is as- 
sociated with stockbroker 
Wealth Securities, climbed 16 
percent or 24 centavos to 
close at P1.74 and was the 
sixth biggest gainer. 


Other shareholders 

Aside from A. Brown, other 
shareholders of MORE are 
Wealth Securities with 32 per- 
cent or 163.95 million shares, 
Campos Lanuza & Co. Inc. with 
77 million shares and Lakeland 
Village Holdings as well as Ev- 
ergrow Industries and Sureste 
Properties, each with 4.9 per- 
cent or 25 million shares, Secu- 
rities and Exchange Commis- 
sion documents showed. 

The consortia of Monte Oro 
Grid, Calaca High Power Corp. 
and State Grid Corp. of China 
won the Transco bid for $3.95 
billion, Calaca High Power Corp. 
В 96-percent owned by veteran 
Manila broker Robert Coyiuto Jr. 


the concession will be used to 
pay the $7.2-billion debt of Na- 
tional Power Corp. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said Monte 
Oro would have a very difficult 
time getting a congressional fran- 
chise In view of the irregularities 
that tainted the bidding. 

"ев odd, if not strange, that 
some people would pay $3,9 
billion for a public utility firm 
without the benefit of a fran- 
chise, unless Malacafiang has 
guaranteed the grant of a fran- 
chise by Congress," Lacson said, 


Separation of powers 
"Under the principle of separa- 
tion of powers by two coequal 
branches of government (this) 
should not be the case. The worst 
scenario is if the winning bidders 
have assumed that they have the 
members of Congress in their pock- 
et to guarantee the franchise of the 
‘Transco franchise,” said Lacson. 
Madrigal described ше 
‘Transco auction as "a travesty of 
Justice and shoved by the Arroyo 
government down the throat of 
Filipinos with impunity” 
"Should Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo help her cronies in securin, 
а franchise throug 
another шопа 
macao (charade). I 
will fight them hard 
and strong with oth- 
er patriots,” за 
Madrigal, 
Rep. Teofisto 
Guingona Ш, amem- 
ber of the House mi- 
nority in Joint Con- 
gressional Ромег 
Commission (ЈСРС), 
said the award to 
Monte Oro could still 
be voided if an inves- 
tigation uncovered 


an irregularity in the bidding. 
“There is still a long way to go 
before they can operate,” he said. 


Razon ally 

‘The group of Razon, who 
heads port operator Intemational 
Container Terminal Services Inc, 
(ICTS!) and served as treasurer of 
the administration coalition Team 
Unity in the May elections, yester- 
day found a rare ally in Sen. Mi 
am Defensor-Santiago. 

Santiago, cochair of JCPC, 
concurred with Jose Ibazeta, 
president of Power Sector As- 
sets and Liabilities Manage- 
ment Corp, (PSALM), the agen- 
cy tasked with privatizing 
‘Transco, Ibazeta said that there 
was nothing anomalous in his 
continued stay as director of 
Razon's companies while over- 
seeing the sale of Transco, 

Santiago pointed out that Ra- 
zon was the chair of a port ter- 
minal services corporation 
‘while Monte Oro is dealing with 
the power sector. 

“I don't see any conflict be- 
tween terminal services and the. 
power sector. Besides, he inhib- 
ited himself from the bidding 
process because of the ethical 
question that has been raised," 
Santiago said. 

"Unless there is further evi- 
dence, we find that he has ac- 
quitted himself successfully on 
the charge of conflict of interest. 
Whether there is any irregularity 
in the bidding process itself or in 
the projected dire consequences 
of the sale to this winning bid- 
der, that will be taken up by an- 
other committee,” she added. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez challenged opposition sena- 
tors to prove their charges that 
Tuesday's auction was rigged. 


“Monte Oro Grid Resources 
was the highest bidder, How 
can itbe lutong macao?” Gonza- 
lez told reporters. 

On Ваго? involvemeni 
Monte Oro, Gonzalez sai 
"Does it mean that just because. 
he was there, you would have to 
disqualify the highest bid?” 

Asked about Madrigal's plan 
to file a class action suit to nulli- 
fy the auction, Gonzalez. said: 
“The opposition can always file 
anything, They will never be 
satisfied anyway." 


Buboy legit businessman 

Gonzalez also said he did not 
see any problem about the in- 
volvement of Ms Arroyo's broth- 
er, Diosdado "Buboy" Macapa- 
gal Jr, and the Aboitiz family, a 
known administration ally in 
Monte Oro. 

"He is a legitimate business- 
man," Gonzalez said, 

"It was the corporation chat 
participated and the personality 
of the corporation is different. 
from the individual's. Assuming 
that he participated, itis unfair 
just because he is the brother of 
the President.” 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye rejected the allegation, say- 
ing the opposition always insin- 
uated corruption in almost all 
government deals. 

“Can they match the price? 
Tell Jamby, even to her we will 
award it if she can match the 
price,” Bunye said. 

Presidential aide Cerge Re- 
monde said the bidding was 
conducted “fair and square re- 
gardless of who wins.” He said 
Buboy Arroyo had nothing to do 
with the process, With reports 
from Margaux C. Ortiz and 
Norman Bordadora, AP 


‘Danger: Avoid Death’ .. 


Frompage Al 


Michigan Lawsuit Abuse Watch as part of 
an effort to show the effects of lawsuits on 
product warning labels. 

Kevin Soave won the $500 grand prize 
for submitting the winning label. 

Second place went to a label on an iron- 
on Tshirt transfer that warns: “Do not iron 
while wearing shirt.” 

Third prize went for a label on a baby 
stroller featuring a small storage pouch 
that warns; “Do not put child in bag.” 

Contest organizer Bob Dorigo Jones said 
the silly labels reflected how broken Ameri- 
ca's civil justice system was. 


Predatory lawyers 

“Predatory lawyers know they can file 
ridiculous lawsuits against innocent prod- 
uct makers and blackmail them into a cash 
settlement—even in cases in which a user 
has ignored common sense,” Dorigo Jones 
said in a statement yesterday. 


Those who oppose the contest said that 
while some warning labels may seem silly, 
even dumb warnings could save lives, 

“Warning labels save lives, so it’s shame- 
ful that this group would make fun of them 
їп order to further its campaign to weaken 
our civil justice system,” said Kathleen Fly- 
nn Peterson, president of the American As- 
sociation for Justice, a trial lawyers group. 

Honorable mention went to Cyndi LaM- 
onde of Traverse City, Michigan, for a label 
ona letter opener that says: “Caution: Safe- 
ty goggles recommended.” 


Vanishing fabric marker 

New York state resident Ann Marie 
Young took the second honorable mention 
for a warning she found which cautions 
users; "The Vanishing Fabric Marker should 
not be used as a writing instrument for 
signing checks or any legal documents,” 

"The group selected a list of finalists and 
listeners of radio station WOMC-FM's Dick 
Purtan show chose the winners. AP 


GMA to meet Sumilao farmers 


From page Al 


ten to the farmers and do her best to do justice 
for all,” Remonde said in a phone interview. 

The PMS chief made the announcement 
hours after the Department of Agrarian Re- 
form (DAR) on Thursday issued a status 
quo order on the disputed 144-hectare 
farm in Sumilao town in Bukidnon, which 
has been sold to San Miguel Corp. (SMC). 
(See related story on Page A24.) 

Remonde expiained that Ms Arroyo was 


out of the country when the farmers went 


to the Palace on Dec. 7. 

Ms Arroyo was then on an official trip to 
Europe and Kuwait. She returned to the 
country on Tuesday. 

No Palace official came out to meet the 
farmers, who were only allowed to get up 
to the front gates of Malacafiang. 

The farmers had marched for two 
months from Sumilao and held demonstra- 
tions in front of various national offices in- 
cluding the DAR, the Senate and the House 
of Representatives since their arrival in 
Metro Manila on Dec. 3. 
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Malacafiang ... 
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predecessors (Joseph Estrada, Fidel 
Ramos, Corazon Aquino and Ferdinand 
Marcos) and their respective administra- 
tions. 

Former Sen. Sergio Озшейа III belongs 
to the opposition and was the campaign 
manager of the senatorial slate of the Gen- 
uine Opposition (GO) during the national 
elections in May. Running on an anticorrup- 
tion campaign based on the findings of a 
survey Osmefia had commissioned, GO 
won seven of the 12 Senate seats at stake. 
‘The administration’s Team Unity won only 
three seats. 


Recency effect 

The nationwide survey, conducted by 
Pulse Asia in October, also found that 45 
percent of the respondents viewed the Ar- 
royo administration as plagued by the 
"most intense” corruption allegations 

Bunye said the survey had "biased ques- 
tions, vulnerable to what the survey profes- 
sion calls ‘recency effect’ or (respondents 
being biased against the incumbent and not 
being able to recall misdeeds by past ad- 
ministrations)." 

Because of this, the survey was "purely 
and clearly for propaganda purposes," the 
presidential spokesperson said in a state- 
ment. 

“We appeal to public polling firms to 
be more discerning and not to allow 
questions like these to be run,” Bunye 
said. 


Release Palace survey 

Contacted by an Inquirer editor, Озтейа 
urged Malacaiiang to make public the re- 
sults of its own survey. 

“Tell Bunye that I am challenging the 
Palace to divulge the results of their reg- 
ular monthly surveys and tell the Fil- 
ipino people if their results are differ- 
ent,” the former senator said in a text 
message. 

Osmefia also dared the Palace to conduct 
а joint survey with the opposition on 
whether Filipinos believe Ms Arroyo to be a 
corrupt leader. 

“We'd (the two sides would) choose 
the same NGO that would conduct the 
survey and I bet the results would be 
the same... Filipinos don't just think of 
her as corrupt, they believe she is cor- 
rupt,” he later said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

Pulse Asia executive director Ana Maria 
‘Tabunda said Озтейа paid for three ques- 
tions—1. “In your opinion, which President 
is the most corrupt in the history of the 
Philippines?” 

2. “In your opinion, under which admin- 
{stration has there been the most intense al- 
legations of corruption?” 

3. “In your opinion, which President is 
the least corrupt or not corrupt in the histo- 
ry of the Philippines?” 

While “no single party” commissioned 
the survey, subscribers can put in their own 
questions, Tabunda said, 


No mention of Osmefia 

On Tuesday, Pulse Asia released the sur- 
vey results as "additional findings" from 
its October 2007 "Ulat ng Bayan” national 
survey on corruption-related issues. 
There was no mention of Osmefia in the 
cover letter that accompanied the survey 
results. 

"Pulse Asia undertakes Ulat ng Bayan 
surveys on its own without any party singu- 
larly commissioning the research effort," it 
said in a statement. 

Tabunda stood by the results of the sur- 
vey. 

"Are they saying the data are incorrect 
because he commissioned it? We get the re- 
sults as we get them, irrespective of who 
commissioned it. The only difference is that 
sponsors have the option not to release the 
data if the results are unfavorable to them,” 
she said. 


Accurate 

Tabunda said Pulse Asia “takes pains to 
make sure the data are accurate.” 

She said that normally Pulse Asia was not 
allowed to release results under embargo, 
but that in this case, the results made their 
way “out.” 

“We had to rush things. If you notice, 

+ there was no write-up (accompanying the 
results), just a cover letter. We were trying 
to level the playing field,” Tabunda said. 


Embargo lifted 

Osmeña explained how the survey re- 
sults became public. 

“Last Tuesday when I was in Bacolod го 
visit my 94-year-old mother in the hospital, 
I got a text from Pulse Asia's Ana Tabunda. 
She was briefing ABS-CBN on the regular 
periodic survey findings of Pulse. That sur- 
vey had included questions on corruption. I 
did not know that and I commissioned a 
handful of rider questions on trust ratings 
of some leaders and the most corrupt and 
most honest President,” Osmefia said in a 
text message. 

“Апа asked if I could lift my embargo so 
that she could disclose my data to ABS. 
When I agreed, ABS later called me up to 
askif they could announce my poll findings 
on their newscast and ABS inquired why I 
had commissioned the poll. I replied that 
the opposition office takes regular surveys 


to feel the pulse of the citizenry. We haveal- 
temated between using Pulse and SWS. 
Our cost for this rider was in the low six fig- 
ures,” he said. 


Amatter of perception 

Coming to the defense of Ms Arroyo, the 
Volunteers Against Crime and Corruption 
(МАСС) questioned the criteria used in the 
Pulse Asia survey 

In a statement, VACC executive director 
Janette Gonzaga said the results “were unfair 
and not in accordance with our own corrup- 
tion criteria.” 

“While itis true that the Arroyo admin- 
istration has been hounded with corrup- 
tion controversies, her being the most 
corrupt President is just a matter of per- 
ception. We are calling on responsible 
media not to rely so much on surveys 
which are being paid [for] by persons or 
political groups motivated by political in- 
terest,” she said. With a report from 
Jerome Aning 
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IN MALACANANG, CABINET SEC- 
retary Ricardo Saludo appealed to 
politicians to raise the level of po- 
litical discourse, and "focus atten- 
tion not just on attacks against ri- 
vals, but also on actions for the na- 
tion.” 

"We should highlight not just 
crossing swords and raising voic- 
es, but also joining hands and 
mending fences," Saludo said at a 
news briefing. "And we should 
| present not just accusation and 

speculation, but also solid facts 
and sound basis.” 


Big budget against corruption 

Pointing out how much Ms Arroyo 
| had done to combat comuption, 

Saludo said that she did not only is- 
sue 17 executive, administrative, 
special and proclamation orders on 
corruption but also spent billions of 
pesos to curb the problem. 


GMA budget vs corruption ‘biggest ever" : 


A list that Saludo prepared 
showed that the President dou- 
bled the budget of the Office of 
the Ombudsman to nearly P1 bil- 
lion, hired about 200 new investi- 
gators and 50 additional prosecu- 
tors, and released P2 billion more 
1o fight corruption in 2006, "the 
biggest ever." 

The Arroyo administration's fight 
against corruption resulted in 2006 
in the dismissal of 57 officials who 
included a Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue assistant commissioner, two 
internal revenue examiners and 
two customs examiners. 

Fifteen officials were suspended, 
and 48 cases approved for filing with 
the Sandiganbayan and 131 cases for 
filing with the lower courts. 


` Lifestyle check 


“But there are things that"we. 
are doing now that were never 


done before but most significant 
is the lifestyle “check,” Saludo 
said. £ 

Among the ordèrs that Ms Ar: 
royo issued were those that creat- 
ed a procurement transparency 
board and properformdnce sys- `] 
tem, which Saludo said would see, 
for the first time the inclusion of. 
civil society groups ih the procure- “| 
ment process. р i 

Constancia de Guzman, head of .:| 
the Presidential Anti-Corruption "> 
and Graft ‘Commission, said the 
survey was unfair to the Presi 
dent, who she said exercised polit- 
ical will in the fight against cor- 
ruption. * 

De Guzman said that it Was uh- 
der the Arroyo ‘administration 
that a "blueprint" on how to fight 
corruption in the bureaucracy was 
produced via its medium-term de- 
‘velopment plan. i Ж 
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mensure that Sorsogon Rep. 
55 Jose Solis would be filing to 
seek the “return of the anti-in- 
surgency (sie) lavi" 
“Jes OK with me if it's OK 
with the assembly" Ms Arroyo 
1 Snid at tho Bicol Region Local 
“Peace and Security Assembly in 
Masbate City. 
, She must have been referring 
5705 the Anti-Subversion Law be- 
sense а Palace statement said the 
Jaw cited by the President pun- 
shed membership in the CPR 
Tn the statement, Ms Arroyo 


Said Solis earlier proposed to | 


A her “the reenactment of the an- 

linsurgeney act" which was 

{abolished during the Aquino 
Ë Sudministration, 


Active in 69 of 81 provinces 

3 The communist rebellion has 

"` claimed thousands of lives and 

i$ left large areas of the country- 
3side impoverished. 

‘The rebels, waging a protract- 
fied взет war since the lare 
11960, are active in 69 of 81 

provinces. The conflict has killed 

about 40,000 people and stunted 

sconomic growth in the country. 

Š Military chief of staff Gen. Нег 

Tmogenes Esperon said Wednes- 

day he expected the rebel force 
i Sto be reduced to 3,000 fighters 
* from 7,000 by 2009. 

Tn her speech, Ms Arroyo said 
the government grieved for the 
22 soldiers and police personnel 
who were killed since the start of 
the year in encounters with the 
New Peoples Army (NPA), the 
‘armed wing of the CPP. 

“The communist rebels are 

Srhaking Bicol а hostage ... but 
‘we are not going to be stopped 


Republic Act Ne. 1700 ! 
or the Anti-Subversion Law 


ENACTED IN 1957 WHEN THE 
‘communist insurgency move~ 
ment in the Philippines was at 
its peak, Republic Act No. 1700, 
better known as the Anti-Sub- 
version Law, punished member- 
ship in the Communist Party of 
the Phillippines (CPP) or its suc- 
cessor, and any organization 
with the same purpose. 

During Marcos’ martial rule, 
It was among the principal 
‘weapons used In fighting com- 
munist insurgency. Anybody 
could be arrested on mere sus- 
рісіоп of being а communist 
sympathizer, 


Repealed in 1992 
‘The law was repeated in 
1992 through Republic Act No. 
7636, resulting In the legaliza- 
tion of the CPP. Former or even 
| current members of the CPP. 


from bringing peace to the re- 
gion,” she said in Filipino. 

She said there would be no 
letup in the military operations 
against the NPA but this "will 


snot be an act of vengeance but a 


strategy to win the peace.” 
Ms Arroyo said the insur- 
gents may not be able to wrest 
power from the government but 
they had nevertheless disrupted 
communities, 
“So it is time for their disrup- 
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ara not considered engaged in 
any criminal act so long as 
they do not carry arms them- 
selves or call on others to do 
the same to overthrow the duly 
constituted government. 

The repeal of RA 1700 has im- 
posed legal constraints on the 
part of the military to arrest top. 
‘communist leaders by reason of 
their affllation with suspected 
subversive organizations. 

In May last year, then Army 
Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan sug- 
gested a new law be passed 
‘outlawing the CPP and sympa- 
thetic organizations, saying 
their Influence had grown in re- 
cent years and that repealing 
the old Anti-Subversion Law 
маз a mistake. 

He called for the law's 
restoration. Inquirer Re- 
search 


d 


tion and violation of human rights 
to be put to rest so that the nation. 
can move ahead,” she said. 


Reds are ‘terrorists’ 

She noted that investors 
would not come to Bicol if they 
perceived that the communist 
rebels could not be stopped. 

"|f we are to become a First 
World country we have to put a 
stop to their ideological nonsense 
and their criminal acts once and 
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for all Its either we get rid of them. 
now, or we get rid of them later. 
Whatever happens, they must be 
stopped," Ms Arroyo said. 

She ended her speech by calling. 
armed communists “terrorists,” 
who she said were “a threat to the 
sovereignty of the nation and must 
bechecked once and for oll” 


Extrajudicial killings 

The Arroyo administration 
has been criticized for heavy- 
handed counterinsurgency tac- 
tics that, according to a UN hu- 
man rights expert and advocacy 
groups, include extrajudicial 
killings and disappearances of 
left-wing activists, farmers and 
other critics. 

The human rights group 
Karapatan says more than 800 
people have been killed and 
nearly 200 others "disep- 
peared” since 2001. 


Ist uninterrupted ceasefire 
Ina letter he sent yesterday 
to Defense Secretary Gilbert 
Teodoro Jr, Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita said the Presi- 
dent had approved the "extend- 
ed" suspension of offensive mil- 
itary operations (Somo) against 
the communist rebels that will 
start at 12 a.m. of Dec. 16 and 
last until midnight of Jan. 6, 

Tt was Teodoro who recom- 
mended to Malacafiang the dec- 
ration of the “extended Somo” 
upon the recommendation of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines. 

It will be the first time that 
the government will observe an 
uninterrupted ceasefire during 
the Christmas and New Year 
celebrations. 

"We hope the communist 
NPA rebels would reciprocate 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIP 


WITHMAYON VOLCANO as backdrop, President RUE receives 
arrival honors upon landing at the Legazpi alrport on Thursday to attend 
the Bicol Region Local Peace and Security Assembly at the Rendezvous 


Resort, Punta Nursery, Masbate. 


our unilateral action so the 
country could expect a peaceful. 
Yuletide Season this year,” Er- 
mita said. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse from the rebels, who 
have refused to declare a simi- 
lar truce for the past two years. 

The government has routine- 


MMACHRANGPHOTO. 


ly declared an annual unilateral 
Christmas truce after failing to 
stamp out the the NPA. 

The rebels quit peace talks in 
2004 over the government's re- 
fusal to lobby for their removal 
from US and European lists of 
terrorist organizations, With 
reports from AFP and Reuters 


RP boxers shake Games 
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Thai star Somjit Jongjohor. 
To the shock and joy of the Thai crowd, 


Ё Jongjohor’s right hand was raised and Cas- 
| tro declared the loser by retirement—refer- 


ee stopped contest retired (RSC-R). 

In the succeeding bout, spectators’ be- 
came restive after bantamweight Junel 
Cantancio reprised Castro's protest move, 
pulling offhis head gear at the sound of the 


|| first bell against Thai Worapoj Petchkoom, 


to surrender another gold medal without 
receiving a punch. 

The protest move by the RP squad in the 
10-bout meris boxing championships fearur- 
ing seven Filipinos against Thai rivals threat- 
ened to tum the 
event intoa farce. 

Thai -fans, obvi- 
ously treating the 
RP protest as a 
punch below the 
belt, threatened to 
misbehave as frantic 
International Ama- 
teur Boxing Associa- 
tion (AIBA) officials, 


Ң headed by president 


Wu Ching-kuo of 
Chinese Taipei, held 
an emergency meet- 
ing in a bid to re- 
solve the unexpect- 
ed controversy. 

After a tense lull 
that saw a couple of 
Filipino media men 
pulling off and hid- 
ing their identifica- 
tion cards; the те- 
sumption of action, 
featuring RP feath- 
erweight Orlando 
Tacuyan against Thailand's Sailom Adi, was 
announced. 


‘We sent our message" 

Tacuyan, together with four more RP fi- 
nalists, lost their bouts against Thai foes. 
The remaining Filipinos either got beaten 
clean or, swamped early, turned their backs 
in mock surrender. 

"We had sent our message and we also 
feared possible sanction from the interna- 
tional boxing body,” RP chief of mission and 
Bacolod Rep. Monico Puentevella told the 
INQUIRER. 

He sold they had to resort to the 
two-bout walkout to protest what he called 
grossly unfair officiating in the women's 
boxing championships on Wednesday, 
where the Filipinos won only one of the six 
gold medals contested against Thailand. 


With POC imprimatur 

Amateur Boxing Association of the 
Philippines president Manny Lopez said the 
‘walkout, in the form of two outright surren- 
ders, had the approval of the RP boxers and 
the entire coaching staff. 

It also had the imprimatur of the Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee. 

"Lopez is our officer. He, as an NSA head, is 


part of the Olympic body. We respected and 
supported his move,” Puentevella explained. 
Lopez explained that he was particularly 
maddened by what he called shabby and 
rude treatment Filipino women fighters re- 
ceived from the judges during their cham- 
pionship bouts, where the Filipinas sal- 
vaged a lone gold against six Thai rivals. 


‘Not to our women" 

“If the cheating had been done against 
our male boxers, we would not have 
protested at all, but not to our women fight- 
ers. Binastos talaga nila (They really insult- 
ed them),” Lopez said. 

Puentevella said the RP women’s team 
could have easily picked a second gold on 


FILIPINO boxer Junie Tizon makes a gesture after surrendering to 
Thailand's Suriya in the men's middle weight 75 kg boxing final at the. 
SEA Games in Nakhon Ratchasima on Thursday. 


палыз 


Wednesday if there had been fairer scoring 
in the final bout featuring defending 
lightweight champion Mitchel Martinez. 

Martinez had a strong start but faded 
rapidly and was outpointed, 11-21, by 
Thailand's Sumittra Ngoksungnoen. 

With its sweep of 10 men's champi- + 
onships and six final wins in the women's 
division, Thailand amassed 16 gold medals 
in boxing, a Southeast Asian Games record. 


Discrepancies in scoring 

The RP team sent a relatively weaker 
boxing squad, mainly in the men's division, 
where only Class B fighters were fielded. 

The Filipinos practically had no chance 
of retaining the boxing championship they 
won in Bacolod City two years ago. 

There, indeed, had been several discrep- 
ancies in scoring in the women's champi- 
onship on Wednesday but a review of the 
bouts, as done by several media men inside 
the NBN tent at the International Broadcast 
Center here, showed that Thailand, on the 
whole, managed to dominate women’s ac 
tion because it fielded a younger, deter- 
mined and superior team. 

But the RP team, despite a so-so showing in 
boxing, scored a historic blow with the protest 
walkout that shook the championships. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14,2007 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER (Дїй CITYLAND We commit, we deliver. 


Naia workers in hot water over Christmas queue | CORINTHIAN УМ 
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Ampatuan Sr. and 
his son, Au- 
tonomous Region 
in Muslim Min- 
danao Gov. Datu 
Zaldy Uy Ampatu- 
an, on Dec. 7 atthe 
Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternational Air- 
port. 
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general managers 
identifying police 
officers, utility at- 
tendants and other 
airport workers who 
left their posts to 
queue for the mon- 
y 

“We sent a 
memo to the PNP- 
ASG to say that a 
review of the 
footage showed 
airport workers, 
including ASG per- 
sonnel, were seen 
on queue while 
Ithe Ampatuans] 
were giving away 
cash. In so doing, 
they abandoned 
their posts, creat- 
ing a security risk. 
Then we asked for 
appropriate ас- 
tion," Cusi said. 
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СЭ HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO SUBMIT OFFERS FOR NEGOTIATED SALE 


‘The Home Guaranty Corporation (HGC) is inviting interested parties to submit letters of H 
Intent to negotiate for the disposition of the property described below thru outright sale, 
installment, joint venture or other similar or variant schemes: 


749.8155 to 56 + 781.3472 + 749.8216 
Copyirade Blág.550M.F. Jhócson St, Sampaloc, Man 


“available through volume purchase and/or referrals. 


ETS 


———— 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCATION TOTAL AREA 
PROPERTY (in sq.m.) 


Ninety Nine (99) residential Divine Mercy Village, 12894 
lots with individual TCTs Brgy. Mationa, 
(Partially Developed) Tayabas, Quezon 


The disposition and sale of the property shall be on an "AS-IS-WHERE-IS" basis; 
For outright sale proposals, terms of payment may be in cash or installment; 


Offers for joint venture should indicate the proposed terms, sharing scheme, duration 
of the project and schedule of projected sales. 


НСС reserves the right to require additional information as it deems necessary to better й 
understand and evaluate the offer(s). 
Interested parties are encouraged to inspect the property before tendering their offers. 


Details pertaining to the property as well as the guidelines for the negotiation can be obtained 
from the HGC's Asset Management and Disposition Group at the Jade Building (4th Floor). | 
335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City. 


For inquiries, please call the Asset Management Department at telephone nos. 897-32-86 Cems Mae eis LenB pe 
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5 THE DEPARTMENT 
of Foreign Affairs will 
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seas Filipino Workers 
who are in the death 

| row abroad. 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo receives Saif Al-Islam Al-Gadhafi 
during yesterday's courtesy call in Malacafiang. EDWIN BACASHAS 


Gadhafi son calls 
on GMA, receives 
Congress award 


LIBYAN LEADER MOAMMAR 
Gadhafi's eldest son called on 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
yesterday during a state visit to 
promote peace in the rebellion- 
prone Muslim region in Min- 
danao, officials said. 

Ms Arroyo received Saif Al-Is- 
lam Al-Gadhafi in Malacanang 
and expressed her thanks to 
Tripoli’s continued support to 
the peace process in the Min- 
danao, a Malacafiang statement 
said. 

The call at the Palace came 
after Speaker Jose de Venecia 
awarded the younger Gadhafi 
the Congressional Medal of 
Achievement in recognition of 
"the various significant roles he 
has played, including humani- 
tarian activities and support of 
the peace process in Mindanao 
and Southern Philippines." 

“You are one of the outstand- 
ing young leaders recognized in 
the’ international community,” 
De Venecia said as he bestowed 
the award on Gadhafi in cere- 
monies witnessed by guests that 
included members of the House 
of Representatives and the 
diplomatic corps. 

A special guest at Wednesday 
night's occasion was Dr. Martin 
Luther King Ш, who runs the 
Centre for Non-Violent Social 
Change founded by his mar- 
tyred father, American civil 
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 


Libyan -diplomats said he 
would ask the MILF to reunite 
with the MNLF from which it 
splitin 1978. 


Welcome help 

MILF spokesperson Eid Ka- 
balu welcomed Libya’s help 
trying to end conflict in Min- 
danao. 

“Irisa welcome development 
that Libya wants to help. Any- 
thing that would hasten and 
Jead to the early peaceful reso- 
lution of the conflict in Min- 
danao is always welcome,” Ka- 
balu told AFP 

However, he said, the MILF 
leadership “still has to see the 
substance" of Libya's offer. 

Libya was key in brokering 
the peace deal with the MNLE 
which has opted for limited self- 
rule, and has poured money in- 
to development in Muslim Min- 
danao. 

In the congressional citation 
read by Rep. Antonio Cuenco 
and Rep. Lorna Silverio, the 
Award recognized the younger 
Gadhafi for the protracted пе- 
gotiations he conducted on be- 
half of Libya, resulting in the 
“unprecedented settlement of 
the 1988 Lockerbie incident in 
2003" and in the lifting of eco- 
nomic and political sanctions 
against Libya imposed by the 
United Nations. 


Hostage negotiator 

The award said Gadhafi also 
helped to scuttle Libya's nuclear 
weapons program in 2003, 
making the announcement that 
was acclaimed by the world. 

The award also recognized 
him for standing courageously 
against extremism and exces- 
sive Islamic fundamentalism 
“that were beginning to blow 
across the deserts of Northern 
Africa." 

The award said the Gadhafi 
Foundation, of which he is pres- 
ident, negotiated the release of 
Western hostages captured by 
the Abu Sayyaf group in the 
South in 2000. 

The Gadhafi International 
Foundation for Charitable As- 
sociations (GIFCA), 
bankrolled by the Gadhafi 
family, has been implement- 
ing various socio-economic 
programs in Muslim commu- 
nities in Mindanao for about 
adecade now. 

Libyan Ambassador Salem 
Adam translated for the young 
Gadbafi, who expressed grati- 
tude to the House of Represen- 
tatives and De Venecia for the 
award that praised the Founda- 
tion’s work in “nurturing the 
historical friendship between 
the Filipinos and the Libyan 
people.” AFP 


Fatherand son 

The same award was be- 
stowed in 2003 by De Venecia. 
on the elder Gadhafi, who is 
currently in France, 

“Libya will continue helping 
us in the peace and develop- 
ment efforts, especially in 
southern Philippines,” Ms Ar- 
Ioyos peace adviser Jesus 
Dureza told reporters after the 
Malacafiang meeting, which 
was also attended by key presi- 
dential advisers. 

"It is a continuation of what 
has been started in 1976," 
Dureza said, referring to а 
Libyan-brokered ceasefire that 
ended a full-blown separatist 
war by the large Muslim minori- 
tyin Mindanao. 

One separatist faction, the 
Moro National Liberation Front 
(MNLF), later ‘signed a peace 
treaty with the government in 
1996 while а second faction, 
the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF), is observing a 
ceasefire and is expected to sign 
a similar treaty as early as next 
year after protracted negotia- 
tions. 

Gadhafi was expected to 
meet with representatives of 
both the MNLF and the MILF 
later yesterday. 
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Miriam chides Teves for sale of PN OC- EDC, 


SEN. MIRIAM DEFENSOR-SANTIAGO 
scored government officials led by Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves for selling 
Philippine National Oil Co. Energy Devel- 
opment Corp. (PNOC-EDC) for a song and 
sacrificing the country’s future for short- 
term and personal gratification. 

During the first hearing of the Joint Con- 
gressional Power Commission (JCPC) on 
the PNOC-EDC, Santiago called Teves “un- 
fit” as a a finance secretary for his failure to 
justify the sale of the government's 60 per- 
‘cent stake in the geothermal producer at a 
fraction ofits annual earnings. 

“If it (EDC) contributed more than that 
(P71 billion annual revenues versus the 
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PS8 billion sale price) to the national trea- 
sury then why sell it? Because then it 
would be able to make more money than it 
is being sold for in the very near future. 
They (the government panel) cannot give 
us a ballpark figure. These are huge 


amounts of money and we are. ended 
an explanation why we are selling a próf- 
itable government enterprise,” said Santia- 
go who lost her patience when Teves and 
other officials failed to answer her basic 
questions. Gil C. Cabacungan 


Ze Maur P р 


, сапита! 


THE INTERNATIONAL 


аг 


HOPPING CENTER 


havnar 
fot 1o shoes... 
Sour 


poppan 
ИИ ШЛ, yo" 


E cartimar* 


„тч INTERNATIONAL ANORPING ORNTEN, 
TAFT AVENUE. RABAC Orn ууй 


kland p à of to By d 


Starting December 45, the first of Island Holidays’ 
brand-new Fun Fleet begins its daily flights from 
Manila to Caticlan. With a convenient departure. 
and arrival area at Terminal.2: Comfortable’ 
business class-like comfort and spaciousness as: 5^] 
you йу. And a friendly crew to look after you eva E 


need. 


UN 


Island Holidays. The fun begins. 


Vol. 23 No. 6 О 


‘The mostest 


НЕ OCTOBER 2007 SURVEY CONDUCTED BY 

2-0 Pulse Asia belongs to a long-running series of re 
$ lar polls called “Ulat ng Bayan.” It contains rid- 
- ers—additional questions, from survey subscribers—that 
“test public opinion on certain issues or even products and 
“Services. One such rider has led to the most controversial 
_ survey result in recent memory: the finding that voting- 
1 age Filipinos find President Macapa- 
EDITORIAL — gal-Arroyo the “most corrupt” presi- 

dent in history. 
Perhaps the best way to make sense of the controversy 
js to consider, and refute, the different statements—the 
“different defenses, so to speak—adopted by Malacafiang. 
Тһе small-sample defense. The best thing that can be 
said about this line of defense is that it is mentally dis- 
“honest. “We ... vehemently challenge the survey results 
which could have been influenced by a number of dis- 
torting factors such as the sample (1,200 respondents 
оше of 84 million Filipinos),” Press Secretary Ignacio 
. Bunye concluded in one statement. “What is most im- 
portant,” Cabinet Secretary Ricardo Saludo said in a 
" statement written in Filipino, “is the President's unceas- 
. ing service to the millions of Filipinos, not her rating in 
Т surveys of 1,500 people." 
The implication is that the universe of survey respon- 
* dents is too small as to be representative. This comes as 
"news to us, because Malacafiang has in fact depended on 
‘similar surveys, conducted by the same polling organiza- 
tions, when they meet its objectives. The President's elec- 
tion victory over main rival Fernando Poe Jr. was predict- 

чей by the surveys, and Arroyo officials used that very 
trend in the last several weeks of the 2004 campaign to 
defend Malacafiang, in 2005, against accusations of elec- 
tion fraud raised by the "Hello, Garci” tapes. Those sur- 
veys had more or less the same sample size, but did we 
hear any Malacafiang official whining about its unrepre- 
'sentativeness then? 

‘The perception vs. reality defense. We believe, as any 
„other rational being would, that there is indeed a differ- 

ence between perception and reality. We do not believe, 
however, that there is no necessary connection between 
perception and reality. The best thing that can be said 
about Presidential Management Staff chief Cerge Re- 
monde, when he says that because the survey dealt only 
‘with perceptions, the results are “far from reality,” is that 
he is whistling in the dark. 

Тһе same October survey also found that only a quarter 
of voting-age Filipinos were willing to take to the streets 
“to force the resignation of a president linked to corrup- 

fion. This is not exactly the constituency for another Peo- 
ple Power uprising, and therefore good news for Ms Ar- 
‘royo—but by Malacafiang’s own reckoning this finding is 
here perception, not reality-in-the-making. We have not 
"heard any Malacafiang official, however, question the va- 
;lidity of this particular finding. 

The commission-bias defense. The findings about the. 
“most corrupt president” are biased, Malacafiang says, 
“because that part of the October “Ulat ng Bayan” was 

commissioned by an-opposition leader. “From what we 
know,” said Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, “certain 
individuals and groups of individuals are behind the sur- 

„уеу” If indeed reputable polling organizations like Pulse 
‘Asia can be manipulated into producing pre-determined 

~ survey results, why do they enjoy such good reputations? 
"Why, for that matter, does the administration and its allies 
commission them to do polling work? 

The track record of these polling organizations explains 
their reputation. And the careful use of scientific surveys 
-explains that track record. Indeed, the wording in the 
"Pulse Asia press statement is precise: “The survey's sam- 
Pling design and questionnaire are the full responsibility 
of Pulse Asia’s pool of academic experts and no religious, 
‘political, economic or any other form of partisanship has 
been allowed to influence the survey design, the findings 
generated by the actual surveys or the subsequent analy- 
‘ses of survey findings.” 

‘The recency-effect defense. Bunye, in another state- 
ment, criticized the survey design, saying it was “vulnera- 
ble to what in the survey profession calls ‘recency effect.” 
But that suggests that the dictator Ferdinand Marcos 
would fare much better than he did, and Joseph Estrada, 

“who was very much in the news at the time of the survey, 
would fare much worse. But they didn't. Doesn't that al- 
ready tell us something? 
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SEN. MIRIAM DEFENSOR-SANTIAGO IS FOA- 
ming at the mouth demanding to know who 
paid Pulse Asia for the survey that found her 
friend, President Macapagal-Arroyo "the most 
corrupt President" of the Philippines. She is i 
plying that Pulse Asia was paid by opposition- 
{sts to get the desired results in the survey. But 
Pulse Asia already announced that it under- 
takes “Ulat ng Bayan” surveys on its own, with- 
put any party singularly commissioning them. 
Besides, Filipinos don't need a survey; they al- 
ready know—with the possible exception of 
Senator Santiago—that GMA is the most cor- 
rupt President we ever had. She should be in the 
Guinness Book of World Records. 

‘There is something very strange in the De- 
partment of Finance. Its primary responsibil- 
ity is to collect revenues for the government, 
‘which is always short of funds, what with the 
distribution of half-million-peso bribes in the 


» presidential palace itself and the President 


traveling all over the world with oversized 
retinues at the people's expense. But instead. 
of collecting taxes, the DOF is giving away 
taxes that are already collectible. 

‘Two notorious cases are already stinking: 
Q1) the Pall Mall case where the DOF lowered 
the excise tax on that foreign-brand cigarette, 
causing the government to lose almost P100 
million in tax revenues every year; and (2) the 
large-scale ing of generator sets in 
Subic. The Bureau of Customs found the ship- 
ments 98 percent undervalued and seized the 
cargo, but the DOF gave the importer a tax- 
free importation permit, causing the govern- 
ment to lose P373 million more. (More on this 
in another column.) 

On the Pall Mall issue, former Revenue 
Commissioner Jose Mario Bufiag explained at 
the Kapihan sa Manila how it came about. Pall 
Mall, he said, is an imported cigarette sold at 
duty-free shops. The excise tax for every pack 
of Pall Mall was P26.75. British American To- 
bacco, owner of the Pall Mall brand, later gave 
the local La Suerte Cigarette Factory a license 
to produce the brand here. The law says an 
imported brand, even when produced locally, 


"BÀNAP IS ONE WORD THAT EXISTS IN 
both English and Filipino—and means the ex- 
‘act opposite of what it means in the other. The 
Pinoy “banal” means sacred and holy; thus 
“Banal na Kasulatan” stands for the Holy Book. 
In contrast, the English “banal” refers to the 
commonplace and mundane, which was the 
sense in which Hannah Arendt, writing about 
the trial of the Nazi, Adolf Eichmann, used the 
word in her title, “Eichmann in Jerusalem: A 
Report on the Banality of Evil.” 

‘Arendt said that people commit unspeak- 
able evils not because they have become fanat- 
ics or sociopaths. Rather, she said, evils are 
done by ordinary people who simply have ac- 
cepted the world as itis, and commit despica- 
ble acts that, in such a monstrous world, feel 
like the most humdrum and commonplace. 

The TV networks reported on some celebra- 
tions of Human Rights Day earlier this week, 
ahd then showed clips of Burmese military fir 
ing into crowds of unarmed civilian protesters, 
ог clobbering saffron-clad Buddhist monks. By 
the ruling june own count, 15 civilians died in 
the encounters, and-unofficial figures estimate 
many more. In a few seconds, I saw human 
rights swing from the sacred to the prosaic. 

The governments of Southeast Asia and 
their regional organization, the Association of 
‘Southeast Asian Nations, stood idly by as Bur- 
ma's military dictators went on a rampage. 
Tiris was the same Asean which, just several 
weeks back, spoke of formalizing a human 
rights mechanism, then backtracked and said 
it would just adopt by consensus a mere non- 
binding declaration, and even that it diluted 
even more. And when the first ‘test came 

ircund in Rangoon, Asean blinked. 

If Asean can't do anything with Burma, it 
can't do little else for anyone. Burma has no oil 
fields (except a natural gas deposit). It controls 
no strategic sea lanes. It has no Kremlin to run 
to for subsidized grain or arms. It hosts no US 
military bases. It has no charismatic Fidel Cas- 
tro to keep things from unraveling. In short, 
‘what keeps Asean from punishing Burma? It is 
the old boys mantra of non-intervention: I ig- 


retains the same excise tax. That's what then 
BIR Commissioner Buiiag declared on the Pall 
Mall case. 

Shortly after, Finance Secretary Margari- 
to Teves had Buñag fired, allegedly because 
he didn’t meet his collection target, immedi- 
ately after which the DOF reversed the BIR 
and lowered the excise tax on Pall Mall to 
P6.75 per pack. 

‘And now that Вийа is no longer the BIR 
chief, the bureau is collecting even less. 
Bufiag actually collected more revenues 
than in the previous year, but the DOF pur- 
posely set a very high collection target for 
him this year (so that there will be an excuse 
to fire him: 

This Tuesday, Dec. 18, a seven-month-old 
mining concern, Oriental Peninsula Resources 
Group Inc., will debut in the stock marker. Its 
initial public offering (РО) is 300 million com- 
mon shares with an offer price of P1.98 to 
P2.98 per share. Oriental hopes to raise P804 
million from the public, purportedly to finance 
the operation of nickel mines in Palawan. 

Before you jump in, better read the fine 
print on Oriental Peninsula and understand it. 
For one, it has no direct experience in nickel 
mining. Its primary asset is a one-and-half- 
year-old firm called Citinickel Mines and De- 
‘velopment Corp., which has staked a claim on 
the nickel-rich Palawan mines. 

‘The problem is that Citinickel may never get 
to operate the Palawan mines. According to 
the 11th Division of the Court of Appeals (CA), 
itis Platinum Group Metals Corp. (PGMC) that 
has the exclusive right to do so because of an 
operating agreement that came into force on 
July 18, 2003. This agreement is good for 25 
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nore your sins and you ignore mine. 

Indeed, Asean cancelled the UN representa- 
tive's scheduled briefing on the Burmese situa- 
tion for Asean heads of state. “Myanmar feels 
that they deal with the UN and it is their own 
domestic matter. This evening, Myanmar ob- 
jected and we base our decisions on consen- 
sus." In short, Burma said: How we bash the 
heads of our own citizens is our own business, 
not any one else's. 

Filipinos must recognize that same logic 
from the martial law years, when Marcos ге- 
sisted human rights pressure from US Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter and actually convinced 
some Filipinos that in doing so, he was a na- 
tionalist standing up to a foreign power. (Re- 
member, too, that Ninoy and Cory Aquino 
were able to leave for their Boston exile due to 
Carter's prodding.) 

As if Asean wasn't enough of a stupid joke, 
came the news that King Juan Carlos of Spain 
gave President Macapagal-Arroyo the Univer- 
sity of Alcala de Henares Gold Medal for hu- 
man rights. President Arroyo receiving а Span- 
ish award for human rights is like former Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada receiving a Papal Citation 
formonogamy . 

While the citation was careful to focus on 
Arroyo's abolition of the death penalty, it ig- 
nored the UN special rapporteurs findings on 
cxrajodial kilings of Lefewing activists in 
the Philippines. Malacafiang’s operatives in 
Madrid really pulled a fast one on inat award. 

Philip Alston, the respected professor from 
New York University (and formerly from the 
European University in Florence), found in the 
Philippine military “a state of almost total de- 
nial” and in the rest of the Philippine govern- 


years, covering the entire 2,176 hectares of 
nickel-rich mine sites in the towns of Narra and 
Sofronio Española. 

This had prompted PGMC to inform the 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE) of litigation 
that Oriental Peninsula failed to disclose to the 
public, specifically the CA ruling on the claim 

on the Palawan mines, on 
which both companies have pegged their prof- 
itability. РОМС noted that a review of Oriental 
Peninsula's disclosures was crucial to protect 
the investing public, considering that Oriental 
based its offer price mainly on the valuation of 
the mineral resource estimate. 

Oriental retorts that PGMC holds just a 
small portion of the Palawan mine site, and 
that PGMC’s small-scale mining permit 
(SSMP) is due to expire next year. 

Oriental is evading the issue. For clarity, 
here's a direct quote from Page 4 of the Nov. 
20, 2007 CA decision: 

“On July 18, 2003, an operating agreement 
was entered into by and between Olympic and 
private respondent Platinum for the exclusive 
Tight to control, possess, manage/operate and 
conduct mining operations and to market or 
dispose of mining products on the Toronto 
Nickel Mine in the Municipality of Narra with 
an area of 768 hectares and the Pulot Nickel 
Mine in the Municipality of Española covering 
an area of 1,408 hectares, for à period of 25 
years in consideration of a royalty fee of 2.5 
percent of gross revenues.” 

The CA set aside a resolution of the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural Resources 
Panel of Arbitrators (POA), which is the basis 
for Citinickel’s claim on the Palawan mines, be- 
cause it violated the cease-and-desist order of 
the Palawan court. 

‘The CA also penalized Citinickel by ordering 
it to pay triple the costs for forum-shopping. In 
its short life span, Citinickel has filed 12 cases 
inits bid to take over the Palawan mines. Nota 
single case has prospered in the courts. 

The CA also pointed out that any amend- 
mentor alteration which substantially affects a 
final and executory judgment is null and void 
for lack of jurisdiction. 


evils 


ment “a passivity, bordering on an abdication 
of responsibility” 

Alston concluded: “Many of the account- 
ability mechanisms [and constitutional] 
checks on governmental abuses have been ren- 
dered ineffectual .... On paper, they remain 
strong. In practice, they are of all too litle use, 
and often this is the result of official design..." 

1 have been lecturing in Italy the past days, 
and this morning 1 will lecture in Siena, a me- 
dieval town in the heart of Tuscany. (I'm afraid 1 
won't get to see much, except the insides of the 
lecture halls. My wife will just take lots of pho- 
tos.) In Europe, human rights is а sophisticated 
debate about the overlap between rights guar- 
anteed by the European Union and whether 
these trump national courts and laws. For them, 
human rights threats come not from the state 
alone but also from private groups—unions, vil- 
lage councils, fellow citizens—and present 
dilemmas, to borrow from Harvard law profes- 
sor and former US Solicitor General Paul Fre- 
und, “not [as] a clash between right and wrong 
-.. But between right and right." 

Their problems seem like such a luxury to 
this hapless Pinoy I thought that after Edsall, we 
had moved beyond the most rudimentary issues 
of torture and “salvaging,” and we could turn to 
the problem of and the dehumanizing 
gap between rich and poor. Today, 21 years after 
the end of martial rule, we are really “Back to 
the Future,” a movie which, come to think of it, 
‘came out in 1985. Asa professor, [would prefer 
то deal with more intellectually challenging is- 
sues, but instead I am rooted in my reality 
‘which worships not Oliver Wendell Holmes of 
the US Supreme Court but Sherlock Holmes of 
Scotland Yard. Cite the wrong Holmes and you 
end up using a lesser part of your brain, 

Iam old enough to remember when "Hu- 
man Rights” was not a proper thing to study in 
law schools. It began as heresy, and then be- 
came gospel, and now is debased into ritual. 
And for the Arroyo regime, the timing couldn't 
have been more perfect. _ 


Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com, 
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THE ARROYO ADMINISTRATION ATTACKED THE 
credibility of the Pulse Asia survey finding President 
Macapagal-Arroyo "the most corrupt" among five 
Filipino presidents during the past 21 years, sur- 
passing the dictator Ferdinand Marcos, on the 
grounds that the survey was commissioned by for- 
mer Sen. Sergio Озтейа III, the opposition's cam- 
paign manager in the May 2007 election and was 
based on perception and not “on facts." 

‘The attack bounced off after Osmefia admitted 
that he had commissioned the survey and Pulse 
Asia executive director Ana Maria Tübunda dis- 
missed it as irrelevant. "Tho results are Indepen- 
dent, regardless of who commissioned it," she said. 

‘The irrelevance was compounded by the fact 
that the President's ally, Sen, Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago, has said she Is filing a resolution in the 
Senate to investigate not only Pulse Asia but also 
all other polling organizations whose surveys 
have been published by media. 

"These reactions tend to counter the fallout by 
trying to kill the messenger of bad news and fab- 
eating п new set of irrelevance, 

‘Santiago is a past master of this trick, This line 
of attack is not new to opinion polls, especially 
during the election season, in which parties and 
candidates found to be losing routinely attack the 
credibility of results, the motivation of the polling 
organizations and even their integrity, with insin- 
uations that surveys are rigged with questions de- 
signed and skewed to produce the results desired 
by the sponsors of the survey. 

‘The Pulse Asia survey, conducted on Oct. 20- 
31, produced results that were во controversial 
and damning to President Arroyo who came out 
worse than two presidents who had, prior to the 
survey, been the benchmark of rapacity in the 
country's history since 1946: Ferdinand Marcos 
and Joseph Estrada, 

‘There are valid issues that can be raised about 
the survey The fist is the time context of the com- 
parison of records of the five presidents, The sec- 
ond, which is less important than the first, is the 
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timing of the survey. Osmefia has said that he want- 
ed to test political awareness of the public in rela- 
tion to the 2010 election, which is still far off, mak- 
ing me conclude that the survey is a wasted effort at 
this stage in terms of immediate political impact. 

Regarding the first issue, what seems to be 
galling to Ms Arroyo and hard for her to accept is 
that she has been rated the most corrupt in three 
categories on the basis of perception in compari- 
son with Marcos and Estrada, who have gone 
down in the history of corruption with document- 
ed evidence of the magnitude of their loot or 
plunder of the public wealth. 

‘The Marcos loot has been quantified in the ill 
gotten wealth cases filed by the Presidential Com- 
mission on Good Government against his heirs to 
recover such foot and its forfeiture in favor of the 
government. The Estrada loot has been identified 
and quantified in the recent Sandiganbayan deci- 
sion on the plunder case against him. The Marcos 
hidden wealth case and the Estrada plunder pro- 
vide a concrete basis for comparison. This is what 
makes the Public Pulse survey vulnerable to 
claims by President Arroyo's allies that the com- 
parison is unfair and based on uneven criteria. 
‘They say that judgments on her record are based 
on perception and not on facts. 

The survey asked three questions: 

1.Inyouropinion, under which administration. 
has there been the most intense allegations of 
corruption? The results nationwide: Arroyo ad- 
ministration, 45 percent; Marcos, 31 percent; 
Estrada, 14 percent; Fidel Ramos, 7 percent; 
Corazon Aquino, 1 percent. 


Why ‘Mrs. Х died 


BANGKOK—THE WORKSHOP I AM ATTENDING 
in this city opened with the story of "Mrs. X,” or 
rather, the story of "Why Did Mrs. X Die?" The 
video tells the story of “maternal mortality 
through one woman's death." 

The narrator says that on the surface, the rea- 
sons for the death of Mrs. X, whose real identity 
and nationality have been kept secret to protect 
her and her family's privacy, are fairly clear. She 
died while giving birth, the death certificate stat- 
ing the cause of death as “antepartum hemor- 
rhage" or bleeding that started before delivery. 

But a deeper investigation into Mrs. X's death re- 
vealed that she was at risk long before her delivery. 
Her death, says the narrator, highlights the “unmet 
needs for maternal care at the village level.” It had 
taken four hours since she started bleeding for Mrs. 
X to reach a hospital. And when she got there, only 
500 cc of blood was available for transfusion. 

Further investigation revealed the extent of Mrs. 
Xs vulnerability. Weeks before delivery, she had suf- 
fered "two minor episodes of bleeding,” which is a 
“very dangerous signal in late pregnancy" And yet, 
because the bleeding episodes ceased and she kept 
the baby, “no action was taken and (the risk) was 
not revealed to Mrs. X." The bleeding could або be 
traced to the fact that Mrs. X was not very healthy to 
begin with, suffering from “chronic and severe ane- 
mía" even before this last fatal pregnancy. 

Her poor health could be attributed to other 
factors: Mrs. X was 39 years old and had deliv- 
ered five children, and “really didn't want to have 
another child.” But she still got pregnant even if 
she was already at an age when any pregnancy 
could be described as “high risk.” 

Investigators discovered that Mrs. X “never 
had access to family planning information, edu- 
cation or services and had never used family 
planning.” Thus, says the narrator, Mrs. X also 
died “because she was poor, because of her socio- 
economic status, because of her poverty, igno- 
rance, and of social and gender injustice." 

MANY times along what the narrator calls “the 
‘maternity death road,” Mrs. X could have taken 
other roads or paths that could have saved her 


FILIPINOS WHO VISIT MADRID PAY THEIR RE- 
spects to culture by visiting the following muse- 
ums: Prado Museum (magnificent paintings from 
the medieval period to the 19th century, masters 
like Bosch, Murillo, Velazquez, and Goya being 
the crowd drawers); Centro de Arte Reina Sofia 
(modern, that is 20th century, and contemporary 
art, the main attraction being Piacasso’s iconic 
"Guernica"); and, most enjoyed by everyone 
young and old, Museo de Jamon (that displays 
and serves all the Spanish hams, sausages, 
cheeses and other delicacies imaginable). 

‘When the city and museum tours are finished, 
Filipinos flock to the other Madrid landmarks, the 
temples of commerce being El Corte Ingles 
(which is a cross between our own Rustan's and 
ЗМ) and now Zara (both the main store and the 
outlets that sell past fashion at bargain prices). 
With all of the other attractions to see and do in 
Madrid, most Filipinos miss paying their respects 
at the Rizal Monument on Avenida de las Islas Fil- 
ipinas. Why should you go to Madrid to see a copy 
of the monument in Luneta? Why should you 
even bother to retrace the steps of the national 
hero in Madrid, many of which are identified by 
commemorative markers? 

Iwill leave the places associated with Rizal for 
another column because there are smaller, over- 
looked museums that contain Philippine materi- 
al, like Museo Naval and Museo del Ejercito. It is 
unfortunate that Museo del Ejercito has moved 
from its old location, the center of many major 
museums, to a spot outside Madrid, because its 
old building has a grand staircase lined with lan- 
takas or cannons from Mindanao, spoils of war 
that are both a testament to bravery and work- 
manship. The detail of these cannons, some of 
"which date back to the 17th century, reveals a 
craftsmanship we have not seen since. It would 
be useful if someone would produce a lavishly il- 
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Rina Jimenez-David X H 
life. But these escape routes—among them, the 
opportunity to plan her family avoid unwanted 
pregnancies or space her pregnancies; access to 
full quality information and services before and 
during her pregnancy; access to quality health 
services and trained birth attendants—were all 
closed to her. Even then, she had one last way 
ош access to quality emergency obstetric care 
when she developed complications. But be- 
cause she was poor to begin with, because she 
was in poor health, and because she lived in an. 
inaccessible area, even this last path was closed 
to her and she continued inevitably down the 
“maternity death road.” 

"How can we be silent bystanders as millions 

of women die?" asked Jagdish Upadhyay, chief 
of the Commodity Management Bureau of the 
UN Population Fund, at the workshop's opening. 
Noting that the video was made in 1988, nearly 
20 years ago, and that by most estimates every 
year 500,000 women around the world die due 
to causes related to pregnancy and childbirth, he 
asked us to imagine how many "Mrs. X's” had 
died since the video was released. 
THE WORKSHOP I am attending has a mouthful 
for a title: "Advocacy in Strengthening National 
Capacity for Achieving Reproductive Health 
‘Commodity Security.” 

In sum, 5 a workshop bringing together dele- 
gations from different countries in the re- 
gion—China, Mongolia, Laos, Cambodia, Burma 
(Myanmar), Vietnam, Indonesia, Timor Leste and 
the Philippines—with each delegation composed 
of one representative each from the local UNFPA 
office, an NGO, the executive branch, the legisla- 
ture and the media discussing the Reproductive 


Entering the past 


lustrated study of Philippine weapons. To date, 
all we have are those kitschy souvenir items 
called “Weapons of Moro Land" in the shape of a 
shield and containing miniatures of various blad- 
ed weapons used in the Mindanao wars. 

Literally а spit away from the Atocha Train sta- 
tion is Museo Antropologico. The Atocha station is 
famous for its indoor tropical garden, a mini-forest 
that gives visitors and travelers a taste of the trop- 
ics even in the middle of winter. Atocha is also fa- 
mous as the site of a horrendous terrorist attack, 
and when you cross the street from the station го 
the museum, you will see the tracks where man- 
gled trains and dead bodies once lay. Inside Museo 
Antropologico, you enter the past. You see on the 
ground floor an entire exhibition hall dedicated to 
the Philippines. Suspended from the ceiling in this 
‘wonderful space are two large bancas that form 
part of a collection that was built from objects ex- 
hibited in the Exposicion de Filipinas in 1887. 

There is much more in storage, but what are 
out for public view are worth seeing. Early paint- 
ings by Felix Resurreccion Hidalgo and other less- 
known 19th-century Filipino painters are there, 
with the noticeable absence of works by Juan Lu- 
па. There are sculptures showing what people in 
the colony looked like and what they wore. There 
are ritual objects, santos that represent the low- 
land Christian Filipinos and the bululs from the 
Cordilleras. Then, of course, there are weapons, 
fishing implements, agricultural tools, etc. that 


2. In your opinion, which president is the most. 
corrupt in Philippine history? Results nationwide: 
Arroyo, 42 percent; Marcos, 35 percent; Estrada, 
16 percent; Ramos, 5 percent; Aquino, 1 percent. 

3. In your opinion, which president is the least 
corrupt or not corrupt in the history of the Philip- 
pines? The results: Aquino, 66 percent; Estrada, 
11 percent; Marcos, 9 percent; Ramos, percent; 
Arroyo, 5 percent. 

Pulse Asia pointed out that the survey was con- 
ducted against the background of contemporary 
events, which by implication might have influ- 
enced public opinion in making conclusions. The 
implication seems to be that fresh recall of events 
helped shape the harsh judgment against Ms Аг. 
Toyo. According to the survey, the events that 
dominated the news headlines at the time of the 
survey include the cash handout to congressmen 
and governors in Malacafiang, the ZTE broad- 
band contract scandal, the grant of the absolute 
pardon to Estrada, the explosion at the Glorietta 
shopping mall, renewed calls for the resignation 
of the President, the revival of the moves to im- 
peach the President. In this catalogue, only two 
were directly related to corruption: the ZTE scan- 
dal and the cash handouts at the Palace. Thus, the 
category of corruption was ill-defined in the is- 
sues impinging on the public mind when the 
questions were asked, 

Malacafiang officials held the media's critical 
coverage of the administration to be responsible 
for the survey results, saying the survey “shows 
what happens when media publish accusations 
and insinuations against the government without 
bothering to verify or even to ask for the basis of 
the charges.” The administration should ask itself 
this uncomfortable question: Given the evidence 
presented in the Marcos and Estrada cases, why is 
the public so disposed to condemn President Ar- 
royo on the basis of perception without the bene- 
fit of verified evidence? What's so special about 
Ms Arroyo that she suffers in comparison with 
Marcos and Estrada? 


Health Commodity Security (RHCS) situation in 
their countries and working out advocacy plans to 
promote and ensure RHCS in the region. 

Reproductive health commodities, speakers 
made clear at the workshop's opening, aren't just 
family planning supplies, but all medicines, drugs 
and devices necessary to ensure the survival of 
women before and during pregnancy and deliv- 
егу. These include blood units, antibiotics (in case 
of sepsis or infection), vitamins, drugs to halt 
bleeding, and even forms of transport to rush 
women to hospitals in emergencies. 

“Reproductive health commodity security” is 

achieved, we were told, “when all individuals can 
obtain and use affordable, quality reproductive 
health commodities of their choice whenever and 
‘wherever they need these.’ 
"RHCS" is a particular issue of concern for 
countries undergoing or facing donor phase- 
outs. Since 1994, the US Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (USAID) has begun a sys- 
tematic reduction of contraceptive donations, 
concerned, among other reasons, about the 
“culture of dependence” the donations had 
spawned among governments. 

The Philippines joins other countries repre- 
sented in this workshop—Cambodia, Indonesi: 
and Vietnam—where phase-outs are taking 
place. By next year, the final batch of commodi- 
ties from USAID to the Philippines will be deliv- 
ered, and many local governments, to whom re- 
sponsibility for reproductive health programs 
Баз been turned over, face shortfalls in sup- 
plies, if not “stock-outs,” the total absence of 
‘commodities that people need or want. 

In some cases, “stock-outs” are the result of 
deliberate neglect; in others, of failures in logis- 
tics or planning. This is why this workshop is 
about advocacy, shaping public opinion to create 
awareness about the importance of RHCS and to 
influence legislators and officials to adequately 
finance the purchase of supplies and make peo- 
ple down the line accountable for their perfor- 
mance. Otherwise, we just might see the number 
of “Mrs. X's" growing even larger. 


provide ethnographic insight into the past. 

Museo Antropologico is like a time capsule. The 
objects were brought to Madrid with live speci- 
mens from various parts of the archipelago in their 
native costumes. “Typical” dwellings were built to 
house them, and I wouldn't be surprised if the ban- 
cas now on display were also used in Parque del 
Retiro for added effect. Over a century later, these 
same objects can be studied again to see how dif- 
ferent or how similar we are as a people. 

‘Aside from the materials in Madrid, we have 
been told that the materials Jose Rizal sent from 
Dapitan to Germany in the 1890s have survived 
the war and may be available for study today. Rizal 
sent many things to scholars abroad—natural 
speci ich explains why there is a winged 
lizard (Draco risali) and a bug (Apogonia rizali) 
whose scientific names or classifications carry the 
hero's surname. Rizal sent cigars, cigarettes, sam- 
ples of clothing, even a wooden contraption that 
‘was the early version of the cigarette lighter. Those. 
things that Rizal sent are also like time capsules 
sent over a century ago and now open for study. 

People often ask what my stand is on the repa- 
triation of these artifacts. My position is ambiva- 
lent. I wish these things were back home, but we 
must acknowledge the fact that if these things 
had been in the National Museum and Library be- 
fore the War, everything would have been de- 
stroyed during the Battle for Manila in 1945. If 
not, all the pests and humidity would have has- 
tened their deterioration. We must be grateful 
that these artifacts were abroad and have been 
preserved for our study and enjoyment roday. We 
can only hope that these will be exhibited, accom- 
panied by illustrated exhibition catalogues, so 
that more Filipinos will know about our past that. 
lies in a foreign land. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 


MD Plus 


‘THE TITLE I REALLY WANTED FOR TODAY S COLUMN WAS 

“The Once and Future Doctor,” but because my column is 

horizontally challenged, space, the title always has to 
ит. 

Tm writing about a bold innovation at Ateneo's new medi- 
cal school, formally known as the Ateneo School of Medicine 
and Public Health or АЗМРН, They took in its first batch of 
medical students last June, and in a few years, they will be 
the first medical stu- 
dents to graduate 
from a Filipino medi- 
cal school with two 
degrees: ап MD 
(doctor of medicine) 
and an MM (master 5 
ofmanagement). — Michael L, Tan 

People ерен — № 
medical schools to produce graduates who will excel as clini- 
clans, meaning, graduates practicing medicine in a clinic or 
hospital setting. The ASMPH hopes to do that, and more. All 
this goes back to years of planning, starting with the dreams 
of Dr. Alfredo Bengzon, the ASMPH dean, who assembled a 
small think-tank to work on his vision. "I want a medical 
school," he would keep reiterating, "that will produce gradu- 
ates who excel as clinicians, as administrators and as public. 

It's not surprising that such a vision would come from Dr. 
Bengzon, given his own background and experiences. His 
specialization is neurology, one of the most complicated 
medical fields. Later, working with The Medical City, he 
Went on to get a Master's in Business Administration, Even- 
tually, he became Ateneo's vice president for Professional 
‘Schools, expanding the MBA program to include two post- 
graduate degrees specifically targeting health profession- 
als, 

Under the Aquino presidency, Dr. Bengzon served as 
health secretary, which exposed him to the country's many 
daunting public health problems. His government service 
wasn't limited to health; when the negotiations around the 
US bases in the country began, he was appointed head of the 
Philippine panel, not an easy task. Dr. Bengzon knows what 
he's talking about when he says health is economic and so- 
cial and political. f 

Stateside 


The idea of medical schools offering two degrees is not 
new, at least in the United States. I checked the website of 
the Association of American Medical Schools and was over- 
whelmed by the varieties of joint degree programs, — 

А total of 73 American medical schools offer an MD/MPH 
(Master's in Public Health) program. The University of Penn- 
syivania, with its famous Wharton School of Business, was 
the first to offer a joint MD and MBA program in the 1970s. 
‘Today, there are 49 American medical schools that offer such 
dual degrees. 

I think it’s significant that Ateneo offers an MM instéad 
of an MBA. An MBA tends to be associated with corpora- 
tions and for-profit institutions while an MM degree has a 
broader scope, training people for a wider range of.set- 
tings—from the Department of Health to the many inter- 
national health organizations. Ateneo's MM should, hope- 
fully, produce someone who is as comfortable in a corpo- 
rate setting (which is what many hospitals are) dealing 
with executives, as well as a community, and with some 
small town's mayor. The inputs here have come from Dr. 
Marife Yap, the ASMPH associate dean, who originally 
came in from community medicine practice. In a way 
then, Ateneo's MM is an MBA and an MPH rolled into óne. 
(Really now, working for three degrees simultaneously 
would have been too much.) th 

"What are the other American joint degree programs? 
There are 22 medical schools offering an MD/JD program, 
meaning, graduates will be both physicians and lawyers. We 
actually have some of these doctor-lawyers (dokattorneys, 
Korina Sanchez calls them) but they get there through a long 
route: a bachelor’s degree, followed by medical and law 
schools taken separately, at least over 12 years. 

Many of the American medical schools offer an MD with a 
Ph.D. in a specialized biomedical field (for example, im- 
munology, neuroscience, toxicology). What surprised me 
though was that 103 of the medical schools now offer an MD 
with a postgraduate degree in an interdisciplinary field not 
directly related to biomedicine. Harvard, for example, offers 
an MD with a Ph.D. to be chosen from three fields: Health 
Care Policy, History of Science or Medical Anthropology. 
Case Western University has an Anthropology and Medicine 
program where medical students can work toward an MA or 
Ph.D. in urban health, cross-cultural aging, international 
health or psychological anthropology. 

Staying home 

The wave of the future in medical schools isnt just around 
these dual-degree programs. What we're seeing here is a dis- 
tinct trend toward producing a “Doctor Plus,” a physician 
who goes beyond biomedicine. In many ways though, this is 
not new, representing a return to what doctors once were: 
people who could take time to better understand their pa- 
tients. So, even without a dual-degree program, many Amer- 
ican medical schools are emphasizing a more interdisci- 
plinary curriculum even in their regular medical training. 
The University of California in San Francisco, for example, 
devotes its 4th year to advanced studies, where students get 
to pick from medical humanities, the science of medicine, or 
global and public health. 

Disclosure time: Yes, I've been part of Dr. Bengzon's think- 
tank from the beginning. We work without compensation, 
usually on weekends and in late evenings, the joy and fulfill 
‘ment coming from being able to dream with Dr. Bengzon and 
other visionaries. 

No, I have not left UP (yet). At UP's College of Medicine, 
Ive been working with the Department of Community and 
Family Medicine to find ways to equip our students to deal 
with the realities of medicine, outside of hospitals. We send 
students out for a reality check, in the streets, in the 
“Quiapo Medical Center” (yes, Plaza Miranda with its 
medicinal plants and amulets) and further afield. We re- 
mind them, too, of the importance of understanding why 
medicines are expensive, of looking into social and political 
issues from gender inequity to governance (or its.Jack 
thereof). 

think we're doing a fairly good job at UP and ASMPH; in. 
fact, my fear at times is that we might be doing too good a 
job. Our graduates won't need to go to nursing school if 
they want to work overseas; instead, they'll be very compet- 
itive as an “MD plus” when applying for the World Health 
Organization and other international agencies, as well as 
American and European hospitals that emphasize cultural 
‘competence or the ability to work with people of different 
ethnicities. 

1 сап only hope that our alternative medical curricula are 
also strong enough to produce doctors who will be inspired 
to stay on and serve in the Philippines, partly because of pa- 
triorism but also, in а practical way, because they will be less 
prone to despair. These would be physicians confident in 
their ability to use the sophisticated technologies of the 21st 
century, but also mindful of the need to put down their 
stethoscopes and CT scan reports and rerum to the pa- 
tient—listening, observing and understanding. 
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THE CHARTER OF THE INTERNATIONAL PEN 
(Poets and Playwrights, Essayists and Novelists) 
upholds freedom of expression and free access 
to public information. 

PEN stands for the principle of unhampered 
transmission of thought within each nation 
and between nations, and our members pledge 
themselves to opposing any form of suppres- 
sion of the freedom of expression in the coun- 
try and community to which they belong, as 
well as throughout the world wherever this is 
possible. 

РЕМ declares its stand for a free press and 
opposes arbitrary censorship in times of peace. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~ 


OPINION 
Arrest of journalists denounced 


‘Therefore, based on its charter, the Philip- 
pine Center of the International PEN condemns 
in the strongest terms the state's manhandling 
and arrest of members of the press during the 
Nov. 29, 2007 incident at the Peninsula Manila. 
t also urges state authorities and their law en- 
forcement instrumentalities—the police and 
the military—to respect the constitutional right 
ofthe press to access, without obstruction, pub- 
licinformation and to report it freely. 

The Philippine PEN likewise exhorts state 
authorities to recognize the critical importance 
of the press and the pen to society and to the 
‘world—that access to public information and 


ess of taking pictures with the Оа Shake 


its free dissemination by 

the press are crucial to the © 

health and survival of democracy and of a 
regime of freedoms. 

The Philippine PEN strongly urges the state 
to respect and observe the freedom of the press 
and the freedom of the pen. 

This statement has been unanimously 
adopted last Dec. 9 by delegates to the 50th 
anniversary congress of the Philippine Center. 
ofthe international PEN. » 

—ELMER ORDOÑEZ, 
conference director, 
50th PEN Congress 
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Marine's conviction a year after 


WOMEN IN SUPPORT OF NICOLE 
of the Subic rape case recently 
marked last Dec. 4 the first an- 
niversary of the 40-year convie- 
tion of US Marine Daniel Smith by 
Judge Benjamin Pozon. 

We will not let this landmark 
decision become a paper victory 
for Nicole and the Filipino people. 

We believe that the custody of an 
accused and convicted US soldier 
should be given to the host country. 
We continue to fear that Smith will 
be shipped out of the country. 

On Nov 14, the Task Force 
Subic Rape (TFSR) wrote a letter 
to Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno to request a check on Smith. 
The request was immediately 
turned down and the group was 
reassured of the Department of In- 
terior and Local Government's ef- 
forts to “regularly and randomly” 
check on the convict. 

This response could not allay 
ош doubts on Smith's where- 
abouts in the light of the statement 


harm to a Philippine national. 

The DILG's official response, to- 
gether with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs’ assurances that 
Smith is still at the US Embassy, is 
nothing more than an empty pro- 
nouncement that needs proof. Re- 
ports from groups in Korea and 
Japan dealing with the same prob- 
lem of custody attest that to evade 
serving of sentence, convicted US 
soldiers are usually shipped out 
from those countries. Once they're 
back in the hands of US authori- 
ties, they are either discharged or 
given a lighter sentence in a US 
military cou 

With Smith's 40-year sentence, 
his ship-out is more likely. It is then 
important to ensure that Smith is 
not shipped out, for it will again 
render a Court of Appeals decision 
“moot and academic” as what hap- 
pened to the petition for custody 
because Smith was already in the 
custody of the US Embassy. 

In a recent letter to us, Nicole 


of Interior Undersecretary Marius 
Corpus, head of the five-man panel 
to monitor Smith, that he "depend- 
ed on reports from the US Em- 
bassy" Corpus gave this answer 
when media asked where Smith 


said that “she is trying hard to 
move on, no matter how difficult 
it is” Her victory must be made 
‘complete. We will continue to sup- 
port her and will see to it that jus- 
tice shall not be denied her and 
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wasin April 2007, when he was re- 
portedly hospitalized. The DILG's 
reply was unassertive and too care- 
ful. It sounded too hospitable in 
dealing with our American “guest” 
who was proven to have done 


our nation. 
—ESPERANZA SANTOS, 
steering committee member, 
Task Force Subie Rape, 
32 MasikapSt,, 
Barangay Pinyahan, Quezon City 


House didn’t cut judiciary budget 


‘THIS PERTAINS TO THE ARTICLE 
hitting the House of Representa- 
tives for the cut in the judiciary's 
budget. (Inquirer, 11/30/07) 
The proposed P14.34 billion 
judiciary budget for 2008 was 
submitted by the judiciary to the 
Department of Budget and Man- 
agement, but the DBM proposed 
only P9.68 billion for Congress’ 
consideration. The chair of the 
Committee оп. Appropriations, 
Rep. Edcel С. Lagman and I, as 
sub-committee chair, did our very 
best to maintain the DBM-sub- 
mitted budget. The House even 
increased the judiciary’s budget 
by allocating ап additional 
amount of more than P200 mil- 
lion for the Juvenile Justice Wel- 
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fare System and for the construc- 
tion of proposed Sandiganbayan 
halls of justice in Baguio City. The 
House-approved judiciary budget 
is almost P9.89 billion. In other 
words, the House never cut a sin- 
gle centavo from the judiciary's 
budget. 

In fairness to the DBM, all pro- 
posed budgetary requirements 
submitted by the different agen- 
cies to the department were also 
cut. To my mind, this is the most 
logical move by the executive de- 
partment to avoid big budget 
deficits. The DBM can appropriate 
only the expected revenues for 
that fiscal year. 

—REP.EMILL. ONG, 
2nd District, Northern Samar 
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900 pilgrims 
can’t board 2 
Месса flights — о 


‘Your trust in our integrity has allowed us to build long-term partnerships with clients 


COTABATO CITY—SOME 900 MUSLIM PILGRIMS 1 А 
to Mecca have been stranded at the Ninoy Aquino and partners alike. Guided by our corporate values, we continue to grow and improve, 
International Airport since early this week due to ,, 
limited number of flights available from a Saudi 1 never 
airline firm authorized to ferry Filipinos for this thought 
year's Ва}. gn 
Lanao del Sur Gov Mamintal (ОМА), said the nine-flight al- tbe 
Adiong Jt, currently head of the lotment was pursuant to a 
Philippine delegation, has sought memorandum of agreement en- 
the help of President Macapagal- tered into by the Saudi Airlines Number of 
Arroyoand the Saudi government and the OMA under its former 
to help remedy the situation. head, Jerry Tomawis, ier | 
"This В our problem and I — During Tomawis watch, the Participants | CET] fra 
hope the President can arrange OMA allotted space for only d EN RM feat 
for additional fights with the some3,500pilgrimsmaximum. to the hajj lid i 
Saudi government,” Adiongsaid, ^ This made the airline compa- ма : 
Unlike previous pilgrimages, ny allow a nine-fiight schedule 
this year's shuttling of Filipino pil- for the entire duration of the Is- would 
grims toand from the Kingdom of lamic journey with an extra ac- 
Saudi Arabia is monopolized by commiodation of up to 500 reach this 
the Saudi Airlines, the flag carrier more passengers. 
ofthe oil-rich monarchy. 


while ensuring optimum returns for our investors, our suppliers and our business partners, 
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More pilgrims 
Advance party This year, the number of pil- 
"With proper arrangement grims has soared to more than 
and coordination by the two 5,400. 
states, perhaps our own Philip- — "I never thought the number 
pine Airlines can come to the of participants to the hajj would 
rescue,” Adiong said ofthe more reach this big,” said Adiong. 
than 900 stranded pilgrims who Sangki noted that since last 
are mostly from Lanao. week the number of pilgrims 
Сок Zaldy Ampatuan, of the from the ARMM provinces of 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Lanao 
Mindanao, who left Monday along del Sur, Maguindanao and 


‘with his entourage, said he willsee Shariff Kabunsuan had started = 
what he can do to solve the flight го swell, prompting him to alert 
shortage while at the Holy Land, Saudi Ambassador Mohammad 
Ali Sangki, executive director Ameen Wali. Charlie С. Зейазе, 
of the Office on Muslim Affairs Inquirer Mindanao 
Alt ti 
ernative. 


TIRED and muddied, Mt. Banahaw treasure hunters land in the Tayabas 


ie See NETWORK 
Treasure hunters held Я. PRINTERS 


for Banahaw desecration 


ыраастаан засаа FOR RENT 


Inquirer Southern Luzon “We appeal for the cessation 
of all illegal activities on Bana- 
TAYABAS CITY—HUNTERS OF haw. Let us all give the mountain 
the fabled Yamashita treasure the chance to resurrect itself and 
are leaving trails of destruction return to its lost grandeur" said 
in Mt. Banahaw and are frus- Jay Lim, program officer of 
trating efforts to rehabilitate Tanggol ^ Kalikasan-Southern 
the mystical mountain, accord- Tagalog (TK-ST). 
ing to a top official of the De- Ar least 22 people believed to iti 
puuent E EE 0 еди! сенше ; & No Initial Cash Outlay 
Natural Resources. hunting were arrested on Dec. 1 i s 4 
Saying the “real тезше” Б by Pangan’s group, together | A & Immediate On-site Service 
Banahaw itself, Sally Pangan, with soldiers, police officers " : F 
DENR protected area зиреги. and TICST volunteers. For sev- With Back-up / Service Unit 
sor; appealed to the believers of eral days, the group had dug м 
the Yamashita treasure to stop side a cave in the mountain vil- А i 
their futile search. She said she lage of Lalo here but failed to Guaranteed Network Compliant 
had yet to hear any reports of find any gold or treasure. 
discovery. The raiders also seized one M- 
Legend has it that before his 16 rifle; three 45 cal. pistols, one 
surrender, Е 138 cal. revolver, assorted explo- | = а сок 
Gen. Tomoyuki Yamashita or- sive devices and chemicals. This is 
dered the burial of treasures indicated that the groups expe- Copy’ NS Zine eee DOM кшн Ман CRY Copier Sales Fax: 525-9880: 22 
plundered from Asian temples in dition was well-funded. pese e-mail: info@ecopy.com.ph Service, Parts & Genuine: 
different parts of the country. The treasure hunters, some tae corer renna torear мове 
In 2004, several days before dressed in fatigues, yielded iden- = 
the Holy Week, the Protected tification cards supposedly is- ehem 
AreaManagementBoardputup sued by the Calabaron (Cavite, Manila Tels: 245-9110; 245-9112; 245-9114:245-4640 to 41 Fax: 245-9109 - Ortigas Tels: 631-8714 to 18 Fax: 631-8719 Calamba Tels: 
barbed wires along several Laguna, Batangas, Rizal and | (049) 545-9042 & 44 Fax: (049) 5459045 - Makati Tels: 521-2574 - Quezon City Tels: Direct Line; 416-7721; 372-0178 to 79 Fax: 372-0174 45 
trails leading to the mountains Quezon) police regional special . : (032) 346-2985; (032) 346-3976; (032) 346-4565; (032) 420-5806 * Cavite Tels: (046) 4164944 / (046) 4165640 / (040): 
bosom to strta fiveear pro- operation group, tie milkarys {4181245 - COPYQUEST CORPORATION: Sales & Marketing: 521-9132 / Telefax: 521-0042 
gram to resurrect its natural re- National Capital Region Com- 


sources. Three years later, the mand, National Bureau of Inves- (C-xclusive and authorized Master Distributor of SHARP genuine Consumables & Original parts. 
mountain showed signs of re- tigation and the Ombudsman. 
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Transforming the Housing Sector 


ў ‘The Pag-IBIG Fund has helped over half a million members achieve their dream 
4 — ofowninga home, The number continues to grow today, and has been growing 

P faster in the last six years—thanks to dynamic reforms that have dramatically 

Be. transformed its housing loan program. 

1n 2000, a Pag-IBIG member can only borrow up to P500,000. The interést rate 
was at 16% per annum. The lowest housing package at that time was only up to 
= P180,000 at an interest rate of 9% per annum. Over P180,000 up to P250,000 the 
f dnterestrate was 12% per annum. 

{The housing loan program got a much- 

] needed’shot in the arm with the drastic 

$ reforms introduced in 2001, The maximum. 
|]  loanable amount was increased threefold 

$ — from P500,000 to P2 million. 

‘The lowest housing loan package was 
retained at 9% per annum up to P180,000. 
{Loans over P180,000 up to P500,000 were 
given a 12% interest, and the highest loans 
over P500,000 up to P2 million were 
charged an interest of 14% per annum. 

Six years and four more amendments later, Pag-IBIG's housing loan program now 
has the lowest interest rates in the market, and is accessible even to minimum wage 
earners—thanks to the direction of its Chairman and the country’s housing czar 
Vice President Noli “Kabayan” De Castro. 

Today, a loan’ of up to P300,000 payable in 30 years will have a monthly 
amortization of only P1.789.65 (principal and interest only) at today's 6% interest 
rate, A similar loan in taken out in 2000, with an interest of 16%, would have a 
monthly amortization of P4,034.27. 


For a loan worth P500,000 payable in 
30 years, a borrower in 2000 had 
monthly amortizations of P6,723.78. 
"Today's borrower has to pay only 
7332651 per month. 

For a housing unit worth of P500,000, 

the monthly amortization for a loan 
taken out in 2001 is P5,143.06 for 30 
years. If you borrowed the same 
amount this year, you will only have to 
pay P3,326.51 every month with the 
same repayment period. 
Today, even loans ranging from P750,000 up to P2 million are payable up to а 
maximum of 30 years. For a P750,000 loans at the maximum term, the monthly 
amortization is only’ of P4,989.77. For P2 million, it is P18,294.79. Back in 2000, 
Pag-IBIG members could only dream of borrowing those amounts. 

As a result of the dynamic reforms in its housing loan program, the number of 
members who have actually availed of housing loans has been increasing 
dramatically. 

In 2001, Pag-IBIG released P3.82 billion in its end-user housing loan program. 
Last year, the Fund’s total loan take-outs amounted to P16.10 billion—a giant leap 
of more than 321% compared to the 2001 figure. 

Today, as the housing industry enjoys another boom period, the Pag-IBIG Fund's 
housing loan program ensures that low-to middle-income earning Filipino workers 
are not left out. 
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Commited to Excellent Public Service 
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Already admired for the competence and 
integrity of its workforce, the Pag-IBIG fund 
continues to seek new ways to improve its 
service to its members. 

In 2006, the Pag-IBIG Fund launched the 
Lingkod Pag-IBIG campaign, the internal 
component of its Tapat sa Pag-IBIG campaign. 
It's objective: to transform all Pag-IBIG offices 
nationwide as centers of excellence in government service by committing every 
employee to stringent standards of efficient and friendly service. 

‘The campaign created a brand for the Fund’s service, and what it stands for: 
“Lingkod Pag-IBIG: Serbisyong Tapat sa Bawat Miyembro.” Creative visual 
materials were placed prominently in all offices, to create awareness and elicit 
support and cooperation among all personnel. 

To support the campaign and assess its effectiveness, the Fund implemented а 
client feedback system, allowing members to comment on the quality of service 
they experienced in any Pag-IBIG office. 

The campaign is paying off—Pag-IBIG members are getting even better 
services today, as confirmed by the Civil Service Commission. This year, the CSC 
recognized a number of Pag-IBIG frontliners in various branches and divisions 
through the Public Service Delivery Audit/Assistance Program (PASADA). The 
Fund's PASADA awardees exemplify the quality of Lingkod Pag-IBIG that all the 
‘men and women of Pag-IBIG adhere to. 

‘But what many people outside of Pag-IBIG do not know is that the Fund has been 
delivering excellent service for many years despite a serious organizational handicap. 
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‘The Pag-IBIG Fund has established a solid reputation among 
government agencies for providing excellent service to its 
members, In the housing sector, it has maintained its role as the 
biggest source of funds for the government's housing program, 
and as the top housing loan provider among all financial 
institutions in the country. Now on its 27th year, the Fund 
continues to build on its reputation through constant 
improvement and stronger delivery of its housing mandate. 


The Good News 
sods dealing foo peer 
700,000 families benefit i? 2 


Fane Fund: 


Pag-IBIG Housing Loans Up by 33% 
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‘As of October 2007, the Pag-IBIG Fund has released 
P17.38 billion in total loans under its End-User 
Financing program, 33% percent higher for the same 
‚ period last year. 
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1 PaglBIG is RP's 
Biggest Shelter 
Financing 
Institution 


2006 HL Portfolio 
Deaton) 
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The Fund maintains ү 


its lead in shelter 
financing, accounting 
for 3996 of the entire. 
* Philippine mortgage 
? market today— à 
‘surpassing the accomplishment of 
С every other institution by a wide margin. 


Most Affordable 
Housing Loans 
in the 
Philippines 


LOAN AMOUNT 


Up to P300,000 


Above P300,000 up to P750,0000 


| Above P750,000 up to P2,000,000. 


© Under the leadership of VP and HUDCC Chairman Noli "Kabayan" De Castro, 
`` Pag-IBIG housing loans have some of the lowest interest rates inthe -=~ 
Philippine market today, especially on loan packages targeting low- and 


years for all loan amounts—borrowers can avail of loans with monthly ~ 
amartizations that are lower than average house rentals. Я 


#; ; Multi-Purpose Loans 
Increase by 13% 


„From January to Octobér 2007, the Fund disbursed 
20.9 billion in Multi-Purpose Loans (MPL) for the <. 
immediate financial needs of 1,282,754 members, ` 
topping its 2006 MPLs forthe same period by 13%. 
Inthe last two years, close to 3,000,000 members have 

Ў 5. ‘benefited from PagBIG's MPL Program. 


Pag-IBIG has been operating under the same organizational structure since 
1989, when the thrust of the Fund was directed mainly at provident savings 


have been addressed with the 
completion of Pag-IBIG’s broadest 
organizational reform to date. 

Earlier this year, Pag-IBIG secured 
the final approval for its revised 
5 Table of Organization and staffing 
pattern, with sufficient plantilla 
positions to serve the Fund’s 
mandates and stengthen its housing function. The Fund aims to complete its 
implementation in 12 months time. 

In addition, the Pag-IBIG Fund's Chairman, Vice President Noli de Castro, has 
directed the further reduction of bureaucratic red tape, particularly in its shelter 
financing programs. Along with the great improvements in its housing loan 
program, this will further improve Pag-IBIG's service to individual and 
institutional borrowers. 

In its 27th year of service, Pag-IBIG promises to be an even better organization, 
with greater capability to carry out its responsibilities and face new challenges. 
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Prosecutor sues Gonzalez for graft, poll offense 


sistant lawyer Eldrid Antiquera. 

Baldago claimed that Gonza- 
lez wanted him out of the office 
so he could not act as vice chair 
of the Iloilo City Board of Can- 
vassers during the national and 
local elections last May because 
his son and namesake Iloilo 
Rep. Raul Gonzalez Jr. was run- 
ning for reelection. 

Baldago is identified with for- 
mer Senate President Franklin 
Drilon who broke off from the 
administration and called for 
resignation of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo on July 2005. 

Baldago said he decided to 
file for a sick leave after his trav- 
el leave was approved on April 
24, 2007. But before he could 
do so, Gonzalez had appointed 
Assistant Prosecutor Fiscal Pe- 
ter Baliao as acting city prose- 
сшот. This allegedly violated 
the Revised Administration 
Code of 1987, which prohibits 
the reassignment of public offi- 
cials within three months be- 
fore any elections. 

However, Gonzalez denied 
that he violated any laws or reg- 
ulations. 

“anybody can dig his own 
grave,” Gonzalez told the In- 
Quirer in a telephone interview. 

He said that it is within his 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—ILOILO CITY 
Prosecutor Efrain Baldago, who 
was earlier dismissed by Mala- 
cañang for graft, has filed graft 
charges against his boss, Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez Sr. 

In a three-page complaint 
filed at the Ombudsman- 
Visayas on Wednesday, Baldago 
accused Gonzalez of violating 
Republic Act No. 3019 or the 
Anti-Graft and Corrupt Prac- 
tices Act. Also named respon- 
dent was Assistant City Ргозе- 
cutor Peter Baliao. 

Tn his complaint, Baldago al- 
leged that Gonzalez "forced" 
him to file a travel leave on Jan. 
10 this year. 

“Starting the month of De- 
cember 2006, Iwas subjected to 
intense pressure from then Act- 
ing Secretary of Justice Raul 
Gonzalez Sr. for me to take an 
indefinite leave of absence 
without citing any legal 
ground," said Baldago in his 
complaint. 

He said he filed a request to 
travel "in compliance" with a 
verbal directive of Gonzalez, 
which he reiterated several 
times through his executive as- 
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VEGETABLES form what looks like a floral 
La Union, a symbol of how 
important vegetables are in trading in 
northern provinces. tutte AGUNADOCONTHEUTOR 


Altering veggie 
trucks illegal, 
traders warned 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—THE DEPART- 
ment of Transportation and Communica- 
tion (DOTC) in the Cordillera has advised 
the region's vegetable truck operators not 
to modify the original make or model of 
their vehicles or they will be sued. 

Lawyer Federico Mandapat, DOTC director 
for the Cordillera, said any change in the vehi- 
cles axle to make a rear double tire system be- 
come single tire is considered as an alteration, 
making the vehicle ineligible for registration 
with the Land Transportation Office (LTO). 

“The change is called conversion. It is il- 
legal since it was done without DOTC ap- 
proval and the trucks are not roadworthy 
anymore,” Mandapat said. 

Mandapat said a DOTC memorandum 
circular classified conversion as a reckless 
driving offense since a driver should not 
use a vehicle that is considered unsafe. 

He said stopping the trips of converted vehi- 
де in the Cordillera formed part of his office's 
bid to rid the region of “colorum” vehicles and 
public utility vehicles with expired franchise. 

The LTO central office, Mandapat said, 
issued a memorandum circular on Nov. 8 
directing massive operations against illegal 
franchises and private vehicles operating as 
“for hire" but without a valid permit from 
the Land Transportation Franchising and 
Regulatory Board (LTFRB). 

But the province's vegetable drivers and 
operators disputed the DOTC’s conclusions 
that converted vehicles are not safe to drive 
since they are prone to mechanical defects 
that could lead to road accidents. 

Emily Ugay, president of the Benguet-Ur- 
daneta Vegetable Truckers and Traders As- 
sociation, said based on the drivers’ experi- 
ences, single tire vehicles are better to oper- 
ate since they have stronger brakes. 

“In fact, many of us found that double 
tire vehicles converted as single tire are 
very appropriate to the province because of 
the challenge posed by the high altitude 
terrain to vegetable trucks,” she said. 

Ugay said many farmers have altered 
their vehicles and these were registered 
with the LTO. She said conversion was apt 
for the delivery of vegetables to the market. 
Delmar Cariño, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


authority to reassign prosecu- 
tors and it was Baldago who 
had filed a travel leave to go 
to the United States with his 
family. 

"He is a justa mere fiscal and 


he cannot dictate to the justice 
secretary," said Gonzalez. 

He said he would also en- 
force his Dec. 7 memorandum 
reassigning Baldago to either 
the Office of the Regional State. 


Prosecutor or the Office of the 
Chief State Prosecutor, pending 
the finality of a decision of the 
Office of the President dismiss- Ясь,” said Gonzalez. 
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ing Baldago for graft. 
"Ifhe wants, he can stay there 
and starve to death in his of- 


EVAPORATIVE AIRCON 
SAVE more than 80% on your Aircon bill 


SALES / RENTAL 


Rent to Own Daily - Weekly - Monthly basis 


RENTAL for all occasions 
such as: WEDDING, X’MAS PARTIES, BAZAAR 
applicable for ENCLOSED or OPEN area. 
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Nielsen Media Index Wave 1 2007 Figures. Among broadsheet readers yesterday. 
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‘TRIBAL leader Datu Jaime Epe, of the 
Manobo clan, performs in Davao City. In 
Surigao, Manobos have fled their homes 
amid a military offensive against the NPA. 
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Army tells Manobos it’s safe to с 


DAVAO CITY—THE MILITARY GAVE 
its word to Manobo evacuees from 
Lianga, Surigao del Sur, that it was 
safe for them to return to their 
homes although offensives were con- 
tinuing against communist guerrillas 
in the Andap Valley near their com- 
munities. 

Gen. Cardozo Luna, head of the 
Eastern Mindanao Command, on 
Thursday said New Peoples Army 
(NPA) rebels have already been 
forced into the hinterlands of Andap 
Valley, away from the populated vil- 
lage of Li 

Типа said this was an indication 
that the Manobo villages, that have 
turned into ghost towns, might be re- 
turning to life again. 

“The NPA rebels are no longer in 
their villages," Luna said. 

But the evacuees refuse to return 
home as reports kept pouring in of 
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abuses committed by soldiérs in 
the course of their pursuit of the 
rebels. 

‘The military rejected an appeal for 
soldiers to stop the offensives. 

‘Massive combat operations are 
being undertaken by ће 40151 In- 
fantry Brigade... to clear the area,” 
said Luna. 

He said there will be no let-up in 
the military offensives “in the greater 
interest of the people in the area.” 

Luna said the evacuation of Mano- 
bos from the area was induced by the 
guerrillas and guerrilla organiza- 
tions. He refused to identify these 
groups. 

"They forced the civilians to evac- 
uate so as to portray a chaotic and vi- 
olent situation in the area, a situa- 
tion which is favorable for them," 
said Luna. 

He said evacuees were calling for a 


Doo 


AWORKER, 
with virtually no 
protection, 
continues to package 
fireworks in one of 
dozens offirecracker nye 7 
factoriesin Bocaue, ji BA: 
Bulacan,the ас 
country’s firecracker 
capital. Health 
officials are reviving a 
‘campaign to ban 
firecrackers during 
New Year revelry, 
but thereis little 
hope anyone would 
heed it. 


stop to military offensives because 
they had been infiltrated by rebels, 

“Some of the rebels have been re- 
ported to have mingled with the civil- 
ians,” he said. 

This may be the reason soldiers, 
under Col. Jose Viscarra of the 4015 
IB, were reported to have sneaked in- 
to the evacuation centers in Lianga, 
San Agustin and Tago towns. 

Human rights group Karapatan ac- 
cused them of witch-hunting. 

Annalyn Lumawag, secretary gen- 
eral of Karapatan-Caraga, said last 
Dec. 9, a six-soldier dental team ar- 
rived in Lianga but it didn't just 
check the dental health of the evac- 
uees, but took pictures of the Mano- 
bos, too. 

“Even in evacuation centers... the 
harassment continues" Lumawag 
зам. 

‘That night, Lumawag said, soldiers 


үет". 
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ome home 


also insisted on showing to the evac- 
uees, many of them children, a film 
that features sex and violence. 

She said support for the evacuees 
were coming in because donors have 
seen the evacuees’ condition. 

Luna denied reports about military 
abuses. 

"Yes there was evacuation of civil- 
ians... but we are deliberate on this 
operation exercising prudence..." Lu- 
na said. 

Lumawag scored the military's in- 
sinuation that the evacuation was up- 
on the prodding of nongovernment 
and human rights groups. 

She said the military was obviously 
referring to Karapatan. 

“The military obviously considers the 
lumad simple-minded and beyond ra- 
tional thinking," she said. "The military 
should stop lying” Jeffrey M. Tupas, 


Health execs tell public firecrackers 
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Surprise your loved ones with presents that 
до a iot for them. Dowell gives you a wealth 


use of firecrackers be. 


carry the tetanus virus. 


reaching them showed 
some manufacturers mix 


blast louder. 


gency room chief of 
Baguio General 
Hospital and Medi- 
cal Center said 
some manufactur- 
ers use manure be- 
cause it is cheaper 
than chemicals used 
in their business 

“Manufacturers 
have been using 
horse manure in al- 
most all [types of] 
firecrackers for a 
long time because 
they want to save 
money. If these fire- 
crackers explode in 
your hands, you will 
not only be hurt, but 
you will" get 
tetanus,” Quirino 
said in a forum on 
the Department of 
Healh's “Iwas 
Paputok” program 
on Wednesday. 

He said horse ma- 
nure contains nitrate 
found in explosive 
materials. 


most firecrackers but 1 


amounts are found in cheaper 


firecrackers such as the 
Star,” “Two Star” and 
Star,” he said. 

He asked parents to dis 


age their children from picking 
up dud firecrackers that usual- 
ly litter the streets after the 
New Year revelry to avoid in- 
juries from accidental explo- 


sions. 

"We ask parents to be 
responsible, If you see 
crackers scattered 
please sweep them or 
merge them in water so 


dren will not play with them,” 


said Quirino. 


many of these contain ingredi- 
ents, such as horse manure, that. 


In a forum here on Wednes- 
day, health experts said reports 


horse manure with other chem- 
icals to make the firecracker's 


Dr. Manuel Quirino, ётег- 


firecrackers 


hands, you 


hurt, but 


you will 


tetanus...’ 


Horse manure is used in 
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contain horse manure, carry tetanus 


BAGUIO CITY—HEALTH OFFI- 
cials warned the public on the 


Dr Myrna Cabotaje, DOH 
Cordillera director, said de- 
spite their warnings and cam- 
paign against the use of fire- 
crackers, people still use them 
because they have been part of 
the traditional New Year cele- 
brations. 

“For [Filipinos], the New 
Year celebration is never com- 
plete without firecrackers. 
Firecrackers make them happy 
[and some] will just stop if 
they experience accidents. 
Children injured [by firecrack- 

er] blasts usually de- 
‘If these weeps ersten" А 

She said the DOH 
and other govern- 
ment agencies had 
tried to push the reg- 
ulation on the use of 
strong firecrackers 
but their records 
showed that even 
harmless sparklers 
like luces, Roman 
candle and fountain 
have become sources 
of injuries. 

“We used to pro- 
vide tips on how to 
use firecrackers 
properly, but we real- 
ized that we were en- 
couraging the public 
to use the firecrack- 
ers in a way. We have 
already stopped giv- 
ing tips and intensify 
antifirecracker cam- 
paign,” said Cabota- 
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She said the DOH would 
campaign for the use of torotot 
(toy horns), drums or pots to 
make noise in welcoming the 
New Year, to avoid firecracker- 
related accidents. 

She said despite their warn- 
ings, injuries and deaths due to 
firecracker blasts and stray bul- 
lets continue to increase. 

DOH Cordillera records 
showed that 99 firecracker-re- 
lated injuries were reported in 
the Cordillera from Dec. 31, 
2006 to Jan. 4, 2007. 

The figure was 48 percent 
higher than the 67 cases re- 
ported during the same peri 
od in 2005 and 2006. Desiree 
Caluza, Inquirer Northern 
Luzon 
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For just and genuine 
countryside development 


San Miguel Foods Inc. (SMFI) would like to set the record straight on 
the ongoing development of its agro-industrial facility in Sumilao, 
Bukidnon. 


"We are buyers in good faith, upholding the highest level of professionalism 
and responsible corporate conduct in all our undertakings. 


Our parent company, San Miguel Corporation, is committed to its role as а 
catalyst in countryside development. 


Our P2.4 billion agro-industrial project will bring enormous livelihood 
opportunities and uplift the lives of farmers and residents in the province of 
Bukidnon. Project development is ongoing. 


The agro-industrial complex with state-of the-art piggery farm, feedmill, post- 
harvest facility, will result in better corn prices for farmers, thus better incomes, 
as it will displace all the traders and “middle-men” who have long exploited „.. 
low farm-gate prices during harvest periods. a 


We consulted the local community through various public hearings and 
secured Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC), before implementing 
the project. 


The various farmer-leaders in Sumilao were also actively engaged in a 
constructive dialogue with the company in discussing and finalizing the 
blueprint and vision of the agro-industrial complex. 


This blueprint was approved by the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) 
based on earlier exemption of the property from coverage of the CARP as 
upheld by the Supreme Court. 


OursincerebeliefisthatSan Miguelcan makea differencein Sumilao, Bukidnon. 
But to be able to move forward, the agro-industrial project must be allowed 
to be completed. 


Finally, we look forward to playing a constructive role in finding ways 
to solve the issues - - one that will be beneficia! to business, the farmers 
and the entire province of Bukidnon within the framework of the rule 
of law." 


SAN MIGUEL 
FOODS, INC. 


Invitation of CEU Centennial Homecoming design concept by Ed Villarante; SELAMS professor: | 


' COME TO YOUR ALMA MATER! COME, CELEBRATE... Г 


пио, Escola University’s 


COME, JOIN... 


CALLING ALL CEU JUBILIARIANS! 


YOU ARE THE STARS 
OF THE CEU CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION! 


CALLING ALL CEU GRADUATES 
OF THE FOLLOWING YEARS.. 


=: ALL GRADUATES BEFORE 1947—ROYAL DIAMOND 


|" JUBILARIANS! 


CEU CENTENNIAL ALUMNI HOMECOMING 


COME... 


Lei's HAVE FUN IN NOSTALGIA AT CHRISTMASTIME! 


1947—DIAMOND! 
1952—EMERALD! 
1957—GOLD! 
1962—SAPPHIRE! 


1967—RUBY! 
1972—JADE! 
1977—PEARL! 
1982—SILVER! 


at the Good ОГ CEU North Quadrangle 
on December 15, 2007 X 
ъч J 2 СОМЕ FOR THE SOUVENIR PICTURE TAKING! 


COME AND RECEIVE YOUR GLITTERING AWARDS! 


COME IN THE EVENING! 
7:30 P.M. Ве there for the 

Once-in- a-Lifetime 

Cei » vinner Bufe 
Sumptuous! A pariy like no 
other! 
Don't ever miss the 
CENTENNIAL PROGRAM 
Recognition of Céntennial t 
Jubitarians z TESEN Qus 


Ceniennict Homecoming COME AND GET YOUR COPY 


COME IN THE MORNING! 
9:00 - 10:00 A.M. Let's March for the 
Cenienma Purude. on 
| Historic Mendiola Street 
10:00- 11:00 A.M: Let's Pay Homage to our 
Beloved Founder with 
Wreaih Laying Rites at the 
librada Avelino Garden 


FREE CENTENNIAL GIFT TO THE FIRST 

100 JUBILARIANS 

TO SIGN UP AT THE CEU CENTENNIAL ALUMNI 
HOMECOMING REGISTRATION DESK 

ON DECEMBER 15, 2007, AT 4 P.M.! 


yx 
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DECORATIONS OF PINK AROUND CEU 
WON'T BE THE SAME CEU PINK WITHOUT YOU! 


COME IN THE AFTERNOON! 
4:00 - 5:00 P.M. Get into festive mood as 


the CEU Marching Band 
plays at the Regisiration 
Area 


Address by CEU President, 
Dr. Ma. Cristina D. Padolina 
Glimpses of Cultural &evizal... 


OF THE 
A RARE COLLECTOR'S ITEM! 


jj 5:00 - 7:00 Р.М. 


Waich again... 

The Comparsa, 

Nabasag ang Banga 

from Dalagang Bukid, 

The Tagalog version of L'ibiamo 
from the opera La Traviata 

You just have to be there for the 
Lauriching of ihe CEU Cenienniat 
Coffee Table Book, Centro 
Escolar University at 100 Years: 
The Spirit Lives On 

Witness again the Rigodon de 
Honor to be parlicipated in by 
administrators, faculty members, 
alumni, and students. 


LIMITED EDITION! 
GET YOUR COPY WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 


Have your fill! Free, flowing, 
Cocktails for al 

Join the Campus Tour and 
go down memory lane... 
Get on your feet for the 
Alumni Fellowship... 

sing songs of our hey days 
to the accompaniment 

of Gloria Gatmaitan and 
Her Band... 

dance the waltz, tango, 
mambo, boogie, cha-cha, 
let's rock and roll, let's twist 
again, do the salsa, all 
together now, for the LA. 
Walk, the Pops... 


COME BEFORE THE BREAK OF DAWN! 

10:30 P.M. Welcome the Christmas Season with the traditional anticipated Holy Mass 
Misa de Gallo—Unang Simbang Gabi sa Sentenaryo ng CEU 
1o be ushered in by the Parade of 100 Pink Christmas Lanterns 
March again with the 100 Torch Parade 
highlighting the Unveiling of fne CEU Cenfennial Marker 
Go out, don't miss the revelry on Mendiola Street 
and watch the Amazing Centennial *reworks 
Then come again to the Librada Avelino Garden 
for the Centennial Media Noche 
with bilaos full of Puto Bumbong, Bibingka, Sapin-sapin 


FREE! FREE! FREE! 
| COME... IT WILL BE A PINK CHRISTMAS WITH YOU THERE... 


FOR DETAILS, CALL DR. PAZ I. LUCIDO, 
president, CEU Alumni Foundation Inc. 
7359662 or 7359405 CALL NOW! 
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From page Al 


The others ordered freed were Myr- 
na Buendia, Dominador Rull Jr, 
Romeo Solis, Roel Gadon, Rommel 
Loreto, Julian Advincula, Francisco 
Bosi, Leodor dela Cruz, Sonny 
Madarang and Francisco Peñaflor. 

“This court is not convinced that the 
accused civilians conspired and con- 
federated with the accused soldiers in 
taking up arms against the govern- 
ment,” the judge said in an 18-page or- 
der issued shortly before 2 p.m. yester- 
day. 

“Clearly, a much stronger showing 
óf probable cause must be shown,” 
Alameda said, adding that “mere pres- 
ence at the scene of the crime ... would 
not make one a conspirator in the act 
of rebellion." 

He also observed that the investigat- 
ing prosecutors had "in some respects 
exaggerated the facts from the point of 
view of the prosecution." 

Even before the Nov. 30 inquest, Guing- 
опа and Labayen, along with former Uni- 
versity of the Philippines president Fran- 
cisco Nemenzo and artist Bibeth Orteza 
Siguion Reyna, were released on the тес- 
'ognizance of private individuals for hu- 
manitarian and health reasons. 


Collective shrug 

The Philippine National Police 
shrugged its collective shoulders at 
Alameda’s ruling. 


THE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
from the opening statement of Antonio 
Lopes, chair of the Manila Overseas 
Press Club, at the Senate hearing. 

“I come here with a deep sense of 
anxiety about the future of journalism 
and media in this country. 

Tn the afternoon and evening of Now 
29, some 50 journalists were rounded up 
at the point of the gun, handcuffed, ha- 
rassed, humiliated, and herded—like cat- 
tle, to use Senator Gordon's animal farm 
Tanguage—to a suburban military camp. 

The 50 is more than the number—or 
eight times the number of joumalists who 
were arrested and brought to a military. 
camp in the first 30 days of martial law in 
September and October of 1972—35 
years ago. Those journalists were not ar- 
rested by lowly SPOs. They were arrested 
by officers with the rank of major or 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


"We respect the process of the 
courts,” said PNP Director General 
Avelino Razon. 

Director Geary Barias, chief of the Ма- 
tional Capital Region Police Office, said 
the PNP had no recourse but to comply. 

чрез a judicial process. What can we 
do? We cannot do otherwise but follow 
the order of the court,” he said. 

‘According to Barias, the 14 civilians 
still detained at the Camp Crame Custo- 
dial Center should have been released 
by last night after “some procedures,” 
including a medical examination and 
the signing of some release documents. 

‘Lawyer Ernesto Francisco later said 
only 10 civilians were scheduled to 
leave the custodial center last night, 
and Reyes, Guevarra, Bautista and Pe- 
fiaflor were to stay. 

Francisco said Reyes was to cele- 
brate Mass there today, and the three 
others had cited “security concerns” in 
deciding to spend the night. 

He said the mood in the custodial 
center was happy. 

Dr. Editha Martinez of the PNP 
Crime Laboratory told reporters that 
the detained civilians were “all OX," 
and that they bore “no signs of torture 
whatsoever.” 


No proof 

‘Alameda said the evidence presented 
by the panel of prosecutors merely 
showed that the civilians had been arrest- 
ed for ignoring the police call to get out of 


colonel. They were not handcuffed. They 
were invited for questioning and later, 
brief detention. They knew why they were 
being arrested—because they were jour- 
пайыз critical of Ferdinand Marcos. 
Like common criminals 

‘The journalists caught like common 
criminals on Nov. 29 were arrested by 
POs, at the point of the gun. The arrest- 
ing officers were hostile. They bristled 
with high-powered automatic firearms. 
They used plastic ties—the kind used to 
Jock check-in luggage to enable the TSA 
[Transportation Security Administration) 
at US airports to unlock your luggage to 
check ifthere is a bomb or contraband. 


Excess baggage 
This reduces the journalist to the 
level of excess baggage—which is ex- 


the hotel, and was far from the proof 
needed to indict them for rebellion. 

"Even the alleged acts committed 
and utterances made by [the accused 
civilians] ... allegedly in support of 
their objective to overthrow the gov- 
ernment are not sufficient to establish 
probable cause for rebellion,” he said. 

‘The judge said that even if it were true 
that some of the civilians had uttered 
‘words against the government, it did not 
mean they were complicit in the offense. 

“These isolated facts without any an- 
tecedents to explain them cannot be given 
great weight nor can they be presumed to 
indicate participation or cooperation in 
the criminal act, which legally determines 
complicity in a crime,” he said. 

But Alameda said the evidence 
against Trillanes, Lim and the junior 
officers who holed up at the Peninsula 
for seven hours could “only sustain 
probable cause.” 

“The question whether there is more 
than probable cause to indict the 
above-named accused for rebellion is 
not difficult to discern," he said. 


‘Acrime of multitudes’ 

Citing Article 134 of the Revised Pe- 
nal Code, as amended by Republic Act 
No. 6968, Alameda said that “by its 
very nature, rebellion is essentially a 
crime of masses or multitudes involving 
crowd action with [а] political motive." 

He said Trillanes and company were 
“already active participants even at the in- 


actly how the police and the military 
treated mediamen at the Peninsula. 

The excuse for bringing the journal- 
ists to a military camp was’for a more 
efficient processing because the Mani- 
la Pen at the time of their arrest was 
not yet secure—which is a lie. There 
were more than 1,000 police and mili 
tary forces at the hotel. 


Hotel already ‘clean’ 
Overwhelming, considering there 
were only 24 military renegades, in- 
cluding the four who apparently es- 
caped. Subsequent cleanup of the ho- 
tel showed only two rebel suspects as 
holdouts. In other words, at the time 
the journalists were being arrested, the 
hotel was already "cleaned" of rebel el- 
ements, except perhaps for some loot- 
ers, including the one who got the lap- 


Media explain critical role in a democracy 


From page Al 


‘They made the assertion at a Senate 
inquiry into the media arrests made after 
police authorities subdued a revolt led by 
Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV and Brig. Gen. 
Danilo Lim in Makati City on Nov. 29. 

Nine media practitioners—of whom 
four, including INQumEn reporter Gil Caba- 
cungan Jr, covered the incident inside the 
Peninsula Manila hotel—attended the 
hearing, which was snubbed by Cabinet 
officials and the police and military au- 
thorities who had ordered the arrests. 

‘The hearing lasted almost as long as 
the seven-hour standoff at the Peninsula. 

Ina letter to the Senate committee on 
justice and human rights, Defense Secre- 
tary Gilbert Teodoro Jr, Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez and Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno said they could not spare 
the time to attend the hearing because 
they were “engaged in critical opera- 
tions” and were in the middle of investi- 
gations related to the Nov. 29 event. 

The lawmakers roundly decried the 
snub as an affront to the Senate as an 
institution. Sen. Francis Escudero, 
committee chair, issued a reprimand to 
the three Cabinet members and 11 oth- 
er officials concerned. 


Unacceptable excuse 

“Their excuse is unacceptable since 
they themselves are not part of the op- 
erations but their men,” said Escudero, 
who cochaired the hearing with Sen. 
Gregorio Honasan, chair of the commit- 
tee on public order and illegal drugs. 

Unlike a contempt citation, а repri- 
mand does not come with an arrest order. 

The others who were reprimanded 
мете Interior Undersecretary Marius 
Corpus, Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Hermogenes Esperon Jr, AFP National 
Capital Region Command chief Maj. Gen. 
Andy Mesa, Marine chief Brig. Gen. 
Jonathan Martir, Philippine National Po- 
lice Director General Avelino Razon Jr, 
PNP-NCR Command chief Director Geary 
Barias and five other PNP officials. 

But Razon said he was not invited to 
the hearing in the first place. Also, he 
said, he had to accompany Ms Arroyo 
ona visit to Masbate. 


They never knew why 

Barias said he did not attend the 
hearing for lack of clearance from Ra- 
zon: "I cannot attend without an order 
from my boss. There was no intention 
tosnub the Senate.” 


After Trillanes and company had 
been subdued on Nov. 29, police ar- 
rested about 50 reporters and media 
crew who remained inside the Penin- 
sula during the siege. 

Most were handcuffed and all were 
brought to the РМР Camp Bagong 
wa in Bicutan, Taguig City, where they 
were “processed” before being re- 
leased later in the night. 

“And the journalists didn’t know and 
never knew until this day why they 
were being arrested. No martial law 
was declared on Nov. 29," Antonio 
Lopez, chair of the Manila Overseas 
Press Club, said at the hearing. (Ex- 
cerpts of Lopes’s statement on this 
Page.) 

ABS-CBN news and current affairs 
head Maria Ressa said the arrest and de- 
tention of its crew had undermined the 
Job they had to do in covering the event. 

“This sets a dangerous precedent 
and erodes our country's democracy" B 
she said, adding 

“The need for information increases 
in times of uncertainty. 

“We question the premise that we 
are obstructing justice.” 


‘Inevitable’ 

Grace dela Pefia-Reyes, СМА 7 assis- 
tant vice president for news, said it was 
“inevitable” that the networks re- 
porters and crew would find them- 
selves in dangerous situations. 

But “the decision to stay should be left 
to media organizations,” she stressed. 

Cabacungan of the INQUIRER said the 
police were “never in control of the sit- 
uation” from the time Trillanes’ group 
occupied the hotel until the police is- 
sued a3 p.m, ultimatum. 

“The number of journalists had 
swelled prior to the police deadline. 
There was no evacuation plan. There 
was only General Barias failing to im- 
pose his authority on two dozen 
[rebel] soldiers," Cabacungan said. 

“We decided to stay because we 
wanted to give our readers an eyewit- 
ness account of an extremely impor- 
tant crisis situation. We stayed because 
we believe it is our duty to be there be- 
cause we are journalists," he added. 

NHK Broadcasting reporter Char- 
maine Deogracias, who was also ar- 
rested, said she had stayed on because 
she assessed the risk to her and her 
crew to be “benign” compared to other 
conflict situations she had covered. 
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и eee 
the arrest of mediamen in the Peninsula 
siege the critical role of media in conflict 
situations. Maria Ressa, head of news and 
public affairs of ABS-CBN; Grace dela 
Pefia-Reyes, GMA 7 assistant vice 
president for news operation; Dana 
Bitnag, Focap vice president; Tony Lopez, 
Manila Oversea Press Club chair, and 
Butch Canoy, KBP president, listen to the 
‘opening statement of CHR Chair 

Malaya columnist Ellen Tordesillas 
described the police treatment of the 
media as "fascistic." 

"Even in armed conflicts, under the 
Geneva Conventions, journalists enjoy 
the status of ‘protected persons’ in recog- 
nition of the role they play in society. No 
democratic country can properly func- 
tion without a truly free press,” she said. 


Undermining coverage 

Dana Batnag, vice president of the 
Foreign Correspondents Association of 
the Philippines, also decried “the way 
the police undermined the way the me- 
dia does its work.” 

Under questioning, Tordesillas and 
Deogracias said they did not get any or- 
der from the authorities to get out of the 
hotel. Cabacungan recalled that Barias 
was at the hotel lobby while the reporters 
were at the mezzanine with Trillanes. 

He said Barias had called out: 
“Nakikiusap po ako sa inyo, umalis na 


ception of their plan to commit the crime 
of rebellion against the government.” 

Before noon of Nox. 29, the detained 
senator and his group walked out of. 
Judge Oscar Pimentels court- 
room where their trial on coup d'etat 
charges in connection with the 2003 
Oakwood mutiny is being heard—and 
marched to the Peninsula. 

Alameda said the accused soldiers, 
some of whom were in full battle gear 
and armed with rifles and short guns, 
“put [on] their Magdalo armbands and 
called the people to join them and with- 
draw their support from the govern- 
ment" while marching in the streets. 

‘Quoting portions of the information 
filed by the DOJ, he said “the accused 
then called a press conference and an- 
nounced their intention to overthrow 
the government of President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo.” 


Conspiracy 

Alameda noted that it was Lim, for- 
mer commander of the elite Scout 
Rangers, who publicly read the group's 
statement 

“We are joining our people in calling 
for a change in leadership ... We call 
on the military to withdraw support 
for Mrs. Arroyo in order to end her un- 
constitutional and illegal occupation 
of the presidency’ 

Said the judge: “Clearly the afore- 
mentioned accused soldiers ... con- 
spired and confederated with one an- 


top of the hotel manager. 

And the journalists didn't know and 
never knew until this day why they 
were being arrested. No martial law 
was declared on Nov. 29. 

Before Nov. 29, the Philippines has 
had at least 15 coup attempts—small, 
medium, and large-scale, real and 
imaginary Two of them were very suc- 
cessful—against Ferdinand Marcos 
and against Joseph Estrada. 

"Which is why journalists will be 
there to cover it. Whether they will be. 
threatened with arrests or harm or 
plain murder, the journalists won't 
mind. 

Unelected 

Journalism is a profession different 
from other jobs. It is not like that of a 
senator or a congressman who enjoys 


other by rising pul 

arms against the Philippine govèrn- 
ment in order to deprive President As: 
toyo, wholly or partially, from Дын 
ing her powers and þrerogat ^ 
Chief Executive of the Repul i ү; de 
Philippines, with thé ultimate pbj&t-, 
tive to topple the government aire 
place it with а new goverment.” 237; 

“To attain further theit crintihal dé — 
signs of taking arms against tlfd убу 
ernment, the accused vert calléd the" 
members of the Armed: Forces de. м 
Philippines and the [PNP] and thi 1 
ple at large to join them and P s 
allegiance to the present dovél nih d 


Continued detention! x 
With the finding of probable а, .” 
Alameda issued а comthitthent otters d 
for the continued. detefitiofi of dbi 
lanes and Lim. du ds 
Also ordered to тела Чо 
were Capt. Gary Alejano; “Lt. (36) . - 
James Layug, Lt -(S6)- Манда" " 
Cabochan, Lt. (86): E gnet ав. + 
2nd Lt. Jonnel Sanggalang,, Lt. (SG) 
Andy Torrato, Lt. Artuo Pascua gr Bae 
sign Armand Pontejos Capt, Seguntt- 
no Orfiano, 1st Lt. Billy:Pasttia, 
Clecarte Dahan; Pfé. Juanito Jilber}, 
Pfc. Emmanuel Tirador Bfc.. Gernfa 
Linde, and Julius Mésa: ad ‚Оен, 
Gonzalez, both former petty OERS: ^, 
Capt. Nicanor Faeldori? missing singe 
the failed revolt, wasnočcoveręd hy the ^i. 
order. With RU Alcuin. Papa, 
tem 


money. 

We were not elected x ‘ont јол 
body elected us. Just like the president 
of the Philippines, ог the sertafois, or ' 
the congressmen, we dqt't need 10'89= 
toschool todoourjob.. f 

But there is опе лдар н, 
guishes journalism from all;other pto-. 
fessions. It is the only proféssion and 
the only job in the Philippines-that is - 
guaranteed (sic) by the Constitution. 

Section 4 of the Bill of Rights says. 
“no law shall be passed abridging thé 
freedom of speech, of expressión, dt of 
the press...” Or of the press (under- 
scoring mine). 

Therefore, the coverage of rebellion., 
must not be subject to ground fules of | 
rules of engagement. To do so'would" 
be an abdrigement [of that [eu * 


IN THE AFTERNOON WHILE THE 
Senate hearing was going on, Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez went 
to see Senate President Manuel Vil- 
lar at the latter's office on his invita- 
tion. 

Told about the reprimand, Gonza- 
lez said: "Гоп ready to face anything. 
That is not in aid of legislation. 
There is no pending legislation with 
regards to the Manila Pen incident." 

Gonzalez is seeking confirmation 
bythe bicameral Commission on Ap- 
pointments chaired by Villar. 

Meanwhile, Senior State Prosecu- 


Gonzalez ready’ for Senate probe 


tor Emmanuel Velasco got into trou- 
ble for honoring the Senatè Sum: 
mons to the inquiry. 

“He (Velasco) was.not'supposed 
to be there. He was told riot, to be 
there. l'm not appearing, so What is 
he doing there?" Gonzalez said. 

He also told reporters at the jus- 
tice department that his ñonafpear- 
ance at yesterday's hearing did пе 
mean that he would boycott subse~ 
quent hearings on the issue., 

He said President Macapagal: 
royo had not issued any instruction 
to that effect. 


kayo dito (We are requesting you to 
please leave the hotel).” 

The three said they were not cuffed 
because they had protested. 

A former newspaper reporter, Senior 
Prosecutor Velasco, hedged from answer- 
ing whether the arrests, as well as the 
succeeding five-hour curfew, were legal. 

“Out of deference to [Justice Secre- 
tary Gonzalez], I will submit my recom- 
mendation as a private citizen, lawyer 
and former journalist who has covered 
coup [attempts],” Velasco said. 

‘Senators Benigno Aquino Ш and Alan 
Cayetano did not press Velasco after they 
made their point about the illegality of 
the police actions. But Senators Jinggoy 
Estrada and Jamby Madrigal did. 

When Estrada asked what crime was 
committed by the journalists who had 
refused to leave the hotel, Velasco said: 
"T really very sorry. I have no person- 
al knowledge of what transpired. It 
might preempt a case that might be 
filed, which might land in our office.” 

Later, he said carefully: “My person- 
al opinion, I think, personal opinion 
lang po, the handcuff is not necessary.” 


Hypothetical question 

‘Sen. Joker Arroyo, who had earlier 
praised the police and military for 
crushing the revolt, posed a "hypothet- 
ical" question to reporters as to 
whether they would cross a police line. 

“If I was already inside, hindi ria ako 
lalabas (I won't go out),” said Tordesil- 
las. But she said she would not hamper 
police operations. 

Cabacungan said that in the case of 
"a hostage situation,” he would leave 
the site upon orders of the police. 

Lopez said he would also leave if it 
was a hostage situation, a murder case, 
ora bank robbery, “But if it's rebellion or 
coup d'erat will cross the line,” he said. 


Said Dela Pefia-Reyes: “We Gill not 
cross the line generally and I say general- 
y because I don't want to tie our hards.” 

Ressa said the ABS-CBN crew did 
leave the site of the Glorietta explosion _ 
last month becatise they did nöt, wait" 
to get in the way. 

But at the Peninsula, “our repottefs 
were inside before a police line was set 
up," she pointed out. 

Roy Mabasa, president of the Na- 
tional Press Club, said the probleth,of 
the police was that the media usually 
got ahead of them ata critne scene, 


Franchises 

Arroyo reminded the TV'stations of 
а condition in their franchise against 
making seditious broadcasts. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile ошйпей-а2 
scenario where the government could 
cut off power to TV transmission lines 
so they could not broadcast. " 

Ressa said her network could 89.6" 
generator power to continue operatioiis. 

“In the end it would not be us ques- 
tioning the government, but the peo 
ple questioning the government,” shb * 
said. Я 

Sen. Richard Gordon condemned 
the police act of handculfing аца herds 
ing the media "like cattle,” But'saiq 5 
was worried that journalists could 
have been killed inside the hotel, with " 
the blame Jater laid on the authorities. ^ 

“Ies the journalists’ ёа to legi," 
said Ressa. 

“IFI got killed, I won't take it agains, 
the police,” said Tordesillas. © ++ :* xy 

Escudero later said dnother'nbathg 
may no longer be scheduiled betatistsHe * 
could now make a committee report^ , . 

He added that it would be awkwdfd 
for police to arrest the PNP chief. With ". 
reports from Margaux C. Orti2 tnd ; 
Alcuin Papa 4, 
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DAR ‘hold’ order angers Sumilao farmers 


By Jerome Aning 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRAR- 
ian Reform yesterday ordered 
San Miguel Foods Inc. (SMFI) 
to halt further development of 
the 144-hectare property in 
Sumilao, Bukidnon, being con- 
tested by local farmers pending 
resolution of the dispute. 
“Respondent SMFI is hereby 
directed to refrain from further 
undertaking development activ- 
ities other than those presently 
ongoing,” Agrarian Reform See- 


retary Nasser Pangandaman 
said in a two-page order. 

The farmers, on the other 
hand, were told by Pangandaman 
to “respect SMFI's ownership and 
possession of the property” 

Ina statement, Pangandaman 
said his order was meant to keep 
the two parties from carrying 
out any activities that may be 
prejudicial to either side, 

"With the issuance of this or- 
der, we hope the two contend- 
ing parties would sit down and 
try to reach a mutually benefi- 


cial resolution," he said. 
But at their encampment in 
front of the DAR building in 
Quezon City, the farmers who 
had walked 1,700 kilometers 
‘over two months from Sumilao 
to press their claim—con- 
demned the order. 

“This is a big swindle, this is 
cruelty It is very clear that what 
Secretary Pangandaman means 
by the status quo is for us not to 
insist on our claim to the land 
and for SMFI to continue with its 
"work. He is protecting the inter- 


est of SMFI,” said Napoleon 
Merida Jr, president of the San 
Vicente Landless Farmers Asso- 
ciation and one of the marchers. 
In a press conference, the 
farmers stood with their 
lawyers, some looking very an- 
gry, others teary-eyed and grim. 
‘One farmer, Ramon Pefias, 
set fire to а copy of the order, 
saying, “This order is not ours, 
it's for San Miguel. * 
An official of San Miguel 
Corp., parent company of SMFI, 
yesterday said the firm wel- 


comed the DAR order. 

The source, who requested 
anonymity because he was not 
authorized to speak, said: “We 
welcome the move because it 
recognizes San Miguel Foods’ 
‘ownership of the property.” 

Merida said the farmers would 
go ahead with their march to 
Malacafiang this morning where 
they will be joined by the 
Church-based organization, Sim- 
bahang Lingkod Bayan based at 
the Ateneo de Manila University. 
(Related story on Page А1) 


The farmers maintain the 
property should be subjected го 
agrarian reform and returned to 
them after its former owner, 
Norberto Quisumbing Sr, failed 
to develop it according to plan. 

“It was insulting to tell us 
to respect SMFI’s ownership 
of the land. We cannot do 
that. The land had been 
awarded to us but was taken 
back because [Quisumbing] 
was allowed to convert it,” 


Merida said. With Elizabeth 
Sanchez-Lacson 
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asig mayoral polls recount ordered 


STARLIGHT, 
STAR BRIGHT 
Afamily admires a 
t Christmas 

lantern displayed at 
the Luneta Parle 
along Roxas 
Boulevard in Manila. 
камин 


Votes in city’s 1,317 
precincts questioned 


By Kristine L. Alave Tuason Jr. directed the poll 
body's local division and the 

ITS BEEN SEVEN MONTHS City Treasurer's Office to con- 

since the local elections, but the duct an inventory and seal the 

fight for the mayoralty in Pasig ballot boxes in Pasig. 

City is apparently still at full The document was dated 

steam. Oct. 25, but the Pasig Comelec 

‘Arecount of the votes ina to- and the contending parties re- 
tal of 1,317 precincts in the city ceived their respective copies 
has been ordered by the Com- only in the last week of Novem- 
mission on Elections’ Second Бег 
Division, in response to the ^ The Second Division also or- 
election protest filed by former dered Jaworski and Eusebio to 
Pasig Rep. Robert “Dudut” Ja- shell ош P868,676 and 
worski Jr. a few months ago. P246,160, respectively, to de- 

Jaworski had requested the fray the expenses for the revi- 
Comelec to open and recount sion of the ballots and inciden- 
all the votes from the city’s first tal costs. They were likewise di- 
district, which has 1,067 rected to shoulder the salaries 
precincts. ofthe canvassers. 

His main rival, Robert Euse- There are about 240,000 reg- 
bio, the declared winner, had istered voters in the second dis- 
fled a counter-protest and trict, said Pasig Comelec chief 
sought a recount of the votes in Ma. Anne Gonzales. 
in the second district. Eusebio Рег the Comelec estimate of 
had garnered 116,463 votes, about 250 voters in each 
and Jaworski, 107,141 votes. ^ precinct; Eusebio may be look- 

The order issued by the Com- ing at counting over 62,000 
elec’s Second Division chaired votes. 
by Commissioner Florentino PASIG/ A26 


Unpaid taxes put 
BIR building 
on auction block 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


IT SEEMS EVEN THE BUREAU 
of Internal Revenue (BIR) can 
be remiss in paying taxes. 

ABIR regional office building 
was among several government 
facilities, out of some 780 real 
estate units, included by the 
Quezon City government in yes- 
‘terday’s auction of properties 
with tax delinquencies. 

‘Also included in the auction 
was the Light Rail Transit (LRT) 
line 2 that runs through Aurora 
Boulevard from Cubao, Quezon 
City to Sta. Mesa, Manila. 

Ап appeal by a BIR lawyer 
prevented the sale of the four- 
story Region 7 office building 
on Quezon Avenue. 

City Treasurer Victor Endri- 
ga, Jr. said he also received a 
call from Commissioner Lilian 
Hefti to exclude the property 
from the auction. "But I asked 
them to secure a temporary re- 
straining order,” he said. 

The city treasurer said the 


BIR owed the local government 
P1.999 million in unpaid real 
estate taxes since 1981. 

As for the LRT2 line, he said 
the Light Rail Transit Authority 
(LRTA) owed the city more than 
P500 million in real estate taxes. 

Only the government«e- 
questered Intercontinental 
Broadcasting Corporation (IBC- 
13) was sold for P5.8 million, 
but the sale excluded the build- 
ing and equipment. IBC-13, he 
said, had unpaid real estate tax- 
es amounting to P17 million. 

A portion of the controversial 
Boracay mansion, a 1,953.04- 
square meter lot covered by 
land title TCT N-208116 in the 
name of St. Peter's Holdings 
and priced at P23.6 million, was 
excluded from the bidding, fol- 
lowing an order of the Sandi- 
ganbayan. 

During the auction, squatters 
from Barangay Kaligayahan, 
Novaliches and Barangay 
Damayang Lagi were able to 
buy the lots they occupied. 


One dead, 4 injured in 
separate traffic incidents 


By Julie М. Aurelio 


А RETIRED SOLDIER WAS 
killed when he was hit by a 
speeding van late Wednesday 
night in Taguig City. 

‘The victim was identified as 
Reverendo Acaac, 59, a former 
master sergeant of the Philip- 
pine Army and a resident of Pa- 
co, Manila. 

In another incident, a driver 
and three others were injured 
late yesterday morning when a 
speeding passenger — bus 
slammed into their van along 
the Coastal Road in Parafiaque 
City. 

PO2 Joel Adducul of the traf- 
fic enforcement unit identified 
the injured as driver Bernabe 
Badilla, Noel Trelles, Edgarda 
Trelles and Irene Cino. They 
were aboard a Nissan Urvan 
when the vehicle collided into a 
passenger bus. 

Badilla’s legs were trapped 
under the steering wheel, and 
the driver had to be pulled out 
by rescue workers. 

Adducul said the driver and 
conductor of a Baes Express bus 


from Indang, Cavite, escaped. 
An initial investigation showed 
that at 10:45 a.m., the speeding 
bus lost its brakes and slammed 
into the van just before the Air- 
port Road. 

The Baclaran-bound van 
came from Bacoor, Cavite. 

The accident caused a five- 
vehicle pileup resulting in 
heavy traffic on the Manila 
bound lane. Police said the pas- 
sengers in the other vehicles 
were not injured. 

The victims were rushed to 
the San Juan de Dios Hospital in 
Pasay City, where they remain 
under observation. 

 Adducul said, in their haste 
to escape, the bus' driver and 
conductor left the engine and 
television running. 

In the Taguig incident, PO2 
Eris Gaoaen said Acaac was 
crossing Lawton Avenue in Fort 
Bonifacio at 11:30 p.m. when it 
was hit by a speeding white Toy- 
ota Hi-Ace van. 

The van driver, Elvis Paramil, 
is now facing charges of reck- 
less imprudence resulting in 
homicide. 
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Hold departure order vs Leviste lifted for Mecca trip 


By DJ Yap. 


FORMER BATANGAS GOV. JOSE 
Antonio Leviste was allowed by 
а Makati court to go on a pil- 
grimage to Mecca in Saudi Ara- 
bia next week. 

‘The hold departure order is- 
sued against Leviste, who has 
been accused of killing his long- 
time aide Rafael de Las Alas, 
was temporarily lifted to enable 
him to travel from Dec. 16-22. 


Man allegedly pus 


Judge Elmo Alameda of 
Makati Regional Trial Court 
Branch 150 noted Leviste's 
record of not being a flight risk 
and his obedience to the 
courts. 

Addressing the judge, Leviste 
said he had no intention of run- 
ning away, as evidenced by his 
voluntary surrender after con- 
fessing to shooting De Las Alas 
on Jan. 12. He has said he did it 
in self defense. 


LÀ _ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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"The court is persuaded,” 
Alameda said as he issued in 
open court an order granting 
Leviste's motion. 

He also ordered Leviste to 
post a cash bond of P100,000, 
and sought his assurance that 
he would be present in the next. 
hearing. 

Leviste, a Muslim, said he 
was invited by Prince Al-Walid 


Saudi Ambassador to perform 
hajj with his daughter Marie 
Antoinette, also a Muslim. 

The prosecution did not ob- 
ject to the motion. 

Leviste was supposed to take 
the stand in todays hearing, 
which would have been the first. 
time he would talk about what 
happened between him and De 
Las Alas on Jan. 12 inside his 


after Senior State Prosecutor 
Emmanuel Velasco moved to 
postpone it, saying he had been 
summoned by the Senate as а 
resource person on the Manila 
Peninsula takeover. 

“Tm disappointed. For me, 
this would have meant the ter 
mination of this case,” Leviste 
said 

He said yesterday would 
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happened on Jan. 12. 

"Ive never told anything 
about what happened to any- 
one,” he said. 

Leviste recalled talking to the 
family of De Las Alas, saying: "T 
addressed myself to the family 
of the deceased and I told them 
Iwould tell my story at the right 
time. I won't be dropping any 
bombshells.” 


bin Talal bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud 
of Saudi Arabia through the 


ЧИИ 


Makati office. 


By Nancy Carvajal 


А YOUNG BUSINESSMAN DIED 
from head injuries after he was al- 
legedly pushed out of a moving bus, 
causing him to fall on the pave- 
ment. 

‘Authorities are now looking for 
the driver and conductor of a JMK 
bus. 

The victim was identified as Felix 
de la Fuente, 30, of Nadurata 
Street, Maypajo, Caloocan City. 

Caloocan City investigation divi- 
sion head Chief Insp. Jose Valencia 
reported to Northern Police District 
director Chief Supt. Pédro Tango 
that they were hampered in their ef- 
fort to identify the suspects by the 
practice of having one franchise for 
several operators. 

Valencia said the victim was de- 
clared dead on arrival by doctors of 
the Martinez hospital at around 

:30 a.m. on Oct. 26. 

“An autopsy ... showed death was 
due to a traumatic head injury,” Va- 
lencia said. 

‘After getting in touch with the 
JMK bus line office in Malibay, 
Pasay City, Valencia said they were 
told that it was difficult to trace the 
bus driver and conductor because 
there were more than a hundred 
operators of JMK lines under the 
“kabit” system (one franchise, sev- 
eral operators). 

‘An investigation showed the vic- 


But it did not push through 


have been the first ti 
would talk about what 


JMK bus with a UE-Letre sign at Ed- 
sa-Crossing at around 11 p.m. on 
Oct. 25. 

‘Two witnesses said that around 
12:30 a.m., when an orange bus 
stopped in front of their house on 
Samson Road in Caloocan City, they 
saw a man who was dragged out of 
the vehicle. 

They said the man, who looked 
like the bus conductor, kicked the 
other guy out causing the victim to 
fall from the bus and hit his head on 
the pavement. 

The bus immediately left, leaving 
the victim sprawled on the concrete 
pavement, unconscious, the wit- 
nesses said 

Valencia said the witnesses said 
the victim was holding some coins 
and two pieces of crumpled bus 
tickets bearing JMK Liner and 
marked P9 each, when they tried to 
help him sit up. 

Also found in the victim's posses- 
sion was his cellular phone. The 
witnesses used it to contact the vic- 
tim's relatives after learning of his 
identity through the identification 
card in his wallet 

Valencia said investigators 
learned that, before the incident, the 
victim had a drinking session with a 
friend who was leaving for abroad. 

‘The witnesses, including a friend 
who saw him board the bus, failed 
to note down the vehicle's plate 
number, because it was dark under 


е he 
really 


His testimony was moved to 
Jan. 14 next year. 


hed out of bus dies from head injuries 


Pasig... — 


Gonzales said that according to 
the Second Division's order, an in- 
ventory of the ballot boxes—cur- 
rently under guard by the City Trea- 
surer—should be conducted next 
week. 

She added, however, that she and 
her staff preferred to conduct the 
inventory after the holidays be- 
cause the designated area was be- 
ing used as a distribution center of 
the city government's Paskong Han- 
dog program. 

Jaworski's lawyer, Leila de Lima, 
said her client welcomed the Com- 
elec order. "He is serious about this 
protest," which covers the populous 
barangays of Pinagbuhatan, 
Rosario and Manggahan, she said, 
adding: “These are the areas where 
the watchers encountered difficul- 
ties.” 

Eusebio's lawyer, Sixto Brillantes, 
voiced his client's confidence of pre- 
vailing in the recount. Brillantes 
said Eusebio—who had replaced 
his father Vicente as mayor—had a 
wide margin over Jaworski that 
would be difficult to surmount. 

The fight over the mayoralty in 
Pasig was one of the closely 
watched contests in Metro Manila, 
with Eusebio and Jaworski trading 


allegations of vote-buying and doc- 


Best shore ument-tampering. 


"m tim boarded an air-conditioned 


the MRT station, Valencia said. 


Celebrating О Years of Маонй 


Once a sleepy mining town, 
Kuala Lumpur is today a booming 
metropolis to rival any of the 
world’s great cities. Most noted 
for the Petronas Twin Towers 
which dominate the skyline, KL 
also has many fascinating sights, 
sounds, tastes and smells to offer 
adventurers on the streets. Feel 


the hub of KL 


the pulse of th 
Golden Triangle 
or venture out to the outlying 
limestone cave temples at Batu 
Caves, And if you're feeling 
lucky, the casino at the hill resort 
of Genting Highlands isn’t too 
far away. As always in Malaysia, 
top off your tour of KL with 
a generous meal. You'll be so 
spoilt for choice, you'll wish you 


had an extra stomach, 
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1th Floor, The World Center Building 
330 Sen. Gil Payal Avenue 

Makati City 1221, Philippines 
— ый 0751 
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EEG! SE ELI S Smuggled (harmless) 
| p firecrackers saved for 
Manila's street kids 


By Allison W. Lopez house on Р Sanchez Street, 
Sta. Mesa owned by a certain 
MANILA MAYOR ALFREDO Anthony Zuang, alias Zhuran 
Lim yesterday saved several Zhuang, who remained at 
boxes of smuggled harmless large 
firecrackers for poor childrento Lim said the seized items 
enjoy this holiday season. were harmless. “Although 
After dousing with water these are imported and ille- 
from a firetruck hose a sub- gal, we'll see if we can give 
stantial portion of some these to the children so they 
P500,000 worth of “Pop Pop” may enjoy these as they wel- 
and "Corsair Original Picco- come the New Year,” he said. 
lo,” the mayor hinted he | 
would donate the remaining Evidence 
firecrackers to orphanages Some boxes were also kept 
and streetkids. as evidence to be presented 
A in court during the prosecu- 
Decision tion of the warehouse owner. 
But the final decision on Тһе mayor said the Manila 
what todo with the firecrack- Police District, headed by 
ers would have to come from Chief Supt. Roberto Rosales, 
Manila Regional Trial Court was on heightened alert for 
executive judge Reynaldo smuggling activities during 
Ros, who ordered the de- theholiday season. 
struction of the items, Lim “This will serve as a lesson 
said. to all other persons who will 
Around 86 boxes of the import these banned mer- 
China-made items were chandise. It doesn’t pay to vi- 
MANILA Mayor Alfredo Lim douses with water confiscated firecrackers that he said could be donated to children in the city. seized recently from a ware- olate the law,” he said. 


NBI official Fire destroys house in Рагайадие subdivision 


By Julie M. Aurelio story house owned by Jaime 10:20 p.m. Fourfiretrucks from 10:35 p.m., under control at 10:47 

e Roxas. the Parafiaque City fire depart- p.m. 

INJUST32MINUTES,ABLAZE While no one was injured т ment and 15 volunteer 
charsed with не Rm БЕ О were. 

house and four door sedan ina  torsestimatedthe damagetobe sponded to the scene. Caguing said the the cause of 
posh subdivision in Parafiaque at least P2.5 million. The blaze completely destroyed the blaze is still under investiga- 

NET City on Wednesday night. Case investigator SFO2 Fe- the house, as well as a Toyota tion. 
«The fire occurred at around lipe Caguing said the blaze be- Camry model 2000 parked inside Arson investigators added 
10:15 p.m. on 45 Gonzales gan ata room on the right por- the garage. that there were no reported in- 
Street, Sinag Tala Subdivision tion of the house, eventually ‘Authorities declared ће бге фаг juries or casualties in the inci- 


in Barangay ВЕ Homes ataone- reaching the first alarm at reached the third alarm around dent. 
By Tina G. Santos and Waive of Right proving he 


had the rights over the property, 
АМ OFFICIAL OF THE NATION- including the house and the 
al Bureau of Investigation (NBI) chapel built on it. 
Teo COS] 
barment case for allegedly August 2000, Embido asked Mark Ill 
grabbing the land of a former him to sign a Waiver of Rights. ERE 
confidential agent. Divina said he did not under- [98 
Lawyer Oscar Embido, NBI stand the document since it 
assistant regional director and was written in English. He said 
chief of the bureau's Anti-Orga- the respondent did not also 
nized Crime Division, was botherto explain the document 
charged with violation of ВА tohim. 
3019 or the Anti-Graft and Cor- 
rupt Practices Act and grave complainant said he immedi- 
misconduct before the Office of ately signed the paper and gave 
the Ombudsman. him all the original documents. 
Embido is also facing a dis- 
barment case before the Transfer 
Supreme Court's Office of the Three years later, the com- 
Bar Confidant. plainant said they were forced 
The NBI official denied the to leave the property as the re- 
landgrabbing charge and said spondent allegedly claimed the 
he bought the propertys sales title had been transferred to his 
patent from the Department of name. 
Environment and Natural Re- “Wala kaming nagawa sa mga 
sources. sandaling yon kaya napilitan 
The cases stemmed from the kaming lumisan sa aming lupa 
complaint of Domingo Divina, dahil wala kaming pinag-aralan 
46, who said he worked for the at sa labis naming pagkatakot sa 
respondent as an informant kanya (We couldn't do anything 
from 2001 to 2004. because we didn’t know any 
Divina, who claimed he only better and because we were 
finished third grade, said, “Gus- afraid of him),” Divina said in 
to ko lang mabigyan ako at ang his affidavit. 
aking pamilya ng katarungan  Embido admitted that the 
(My family only want justice). complainant, who used to be 
In his complaint, Divina said his “asset,” asked for his help to 
he asked Embido's help to ac- acquire a land title. 
quire a land title for a. 296- "But he (Divina) said he had 
square meter property in Purok по money for the process, so he 
3, Zone 8, Cupang, Antipolo asked me to just pay him, then I 
City that he inherited from his could have the property. I had 
parents. already given him so much 
He said that before his moth- money, even more than the ac- 
er Corazon died, she gave him tual value of the lot,” Embido 
documents, particularly the said, adding he was ready to an- 
Deed of Assignment, Transfer swer the charges. 
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Muntinlupa may sue factories responsible for oil spill in city 


By Julie M. Aur: Barangay Tunasan. spills а foam-like device that ab- 
Е ; The mayor said he had urged sorbs oil, to contain the spill and 
QCPD restricts media access to offices THE MUNTINLUPA GOVERN- the Laguna Lake Development prevent it from spreading to the 
E ment is determined to go after Authority and the Philippine lake. 
" A two factories responsible for an Coast Guard to hasten its investi- Не added that he was coordi- 
By Jeannette I. Andrade that the order was not intended to activities of threat groups/ ter- oil spill even if they are notun- gation of the oil spill that caused nating with Mayor Calixto 
fully bar members of the media топ groups in the country.” der the city's jurisdiction. harm to Laguna de Bay. Cataquiz of San Pedro, Laguna on 
ADVERSE TRAVEL ADVI- from the right to information, but Тһе memo also ordered all | `` Mayor Aldrin San Pedro said He said that once the agencies the problem. 
sores issued by foreign gov- toensurethatonly factual informa- police personnel to “tactfully” | the city might sue the factoriesfor have come up with concrete find- “I am hopeful that Cataquiz 
ernments in the country drove tion is disseminated tothe public. tum down queries pertaining | the damage caused by the bunker ings, “we might sue the two facto- will at least consider closing down 
the Quezon City Police District ‘The memo, it was leamed, em- to terrorism and other security- | ой they dumped that affected its ries for the damage caused by the the companies if they are found to 
(QCPD) to send a gag directive anated from another memoran- related matters and to refer | river bunker oil they dumped.” beat fault,” San Pedro said. 
to all its personnel who deal dum National Capital Region Po- media persons to the antiter- ‘The factories reportedly re- Оп Sunday the city govem- He added that the Muntinlupa 
with membersofthemedia. lice Office (NCRPO) chief Director rorism council of the National | sponsible for a second oil spill in ment and the ШЛА discovered city council would pass a resolu- 
The memorandum dated Geary Barrias issued onDec.6with Security Adviser. the city were Alaska Milk and the another oil leak at a creek at Villa боп asking the LLDA and the PCG 
Dec. 12 and signed by QCPD the subject “Guidelines to Protect То discourage members of | Universal Robina factories. Carolina I Subdivision in Baran- to impose “stricter, drastic mea- 
District Intelligence Division Classified Information and Unau- the media from wandering off | "Тһозе factories operate in San gay Tunasan. sures” against Universal Robina 
(DID) director Supt. Bernabe thorized Disclosure to the Media” to “sensitive offices,” Balba in- | Pedro, Laguna, sowe cannotissue РСС personnel were able о and Alaska Milk once the report is 
Balba, as directed by Senior It read in part: “This pertains to structed personnel to designate | а closure order against them,” the collect at least 20 drums of foul- final. 
Supt. Magtanggol Gatdula, also numerous incidents of uncoordi- a lounge where reporters, pho- | mayor said. “But the Tunasan- smelling bunker oil and waste “We can only create noise 
sought to restrict reporters nated and unauthorized disclo- tographers, and crew members | Cuyab River is within our bound- water from the creek that flowed about the oil spill issue. After all, 
from “access to sensitive of- sure of classified information would be restricted. He did not, aries, we are the ones affected.” into the Tunasan-Cuyab River, a we have no authority over the 
fices.” coming from the lower units of however, explain what he San Pedro denied earlier re- tributary of the Laguna de Bay. erring companies. It’s not within 
But Balba told the INQume the PNP regarding the plans and meant by “sensitive offices." ports that the two factories were San Pedro said the city govem- our power to close them down,” 


operating in а compound at ment and the PCG used boom San Pedro said. 


na, METROBRIEFS 
Trader robbed of P300,000 


ABUSINESSMAN lost P300,000 in cash he 
Just withdrew from a bank to five mortorcycle- 
riding robbers in the middle of a traffic grid- 
lock yesterday morning in Quezon City. Jose 
Pameloza, 52, of Banlat, Tandang Sora, who. 
was driving a Toyota Corolla (WGA-325), got 
stuckin rafficataround 10 а.т. atthe corer | 
of Araneta Avenue and Palanza Street, Baran- 
‘gay Doña Imelda in New Manila when five 
armed men alighted from two black motorcy- 
cles and approached his car from both sides. 
SPO2 Ronaldo Correa of the Quezon City Po- 
се District (QCPD) Galas Station 11 said that 
Pameloza had no other recourse but to give up 
the money he just withdrew from the 
Metrobank Sta. Mesa branch since pistols 
‘were aimed at him from both sides of his car. 
Correa said the victim handed over the cash 
that was inside an envelope to the robbers who. 
quickly boarded their motorcycles and fled im- 
mediately. The police officer said the suspects 
could have trailed the victim from the bank and 
took advantage of the traffic bottleneck to pull 
the heist. QCPD Station 11 operatives have 
fanned out to conduct follow-up operations 
againstthesuspects. Jeannette 1. Andrade 


Ar ( 
‘Hot meat’ seized in Divisoria = PA В 1 EM 
AT LEAST 400 kilos of "double-dead" or s 


] Ld 
"hot" it were seized at Manila's Divisori | D: Rd 
деу ува mom ^ PHILIP M 


Market early yesterday morning as Mayor Al- 
00's)” 
à 


fredo Lim ordered an intensified campaign 
ЭШЕ мда ouALITI 


pecially during the holidays. "We аге strictly | 
enforcing all ordinances and laws that рго- 
hibit the entry and sale of hot meat deemed 
unfit for human consumption in Manila. Vio- 
{ators will face the full force of the law," 

warned Lim. Operatives of the Veterinary In- 
spection Board (VIB), headed by City Admin- | 
istrator Jesus Mari Marzan, raided the Divi- | 
soria Market in Binondo and found some 400 
kilos of double-dead meat about to be sold to 
unsuspecting consumers. VIB meat inspec- 
tors, Marzan said, have been deployed in all 
city markets to check if the food products 
being peddled were fit for consumption. The 
mayor also ordered the city's veterinary per- - 
sonnel to closely monitor the flow of meat E 
products invading the markets this Christ- 

mas season to ensure consumer safety. The GOVERNMENT W 
confiscated meat was later discarded in a | 0 


E inside the VIB compound. Allison CIGARETTE S vi 
xum 


Two men nabbed for estafa | 15 0, ANGERS; 


TWO PERSONS accused of estafa, includinga | s 


= 
Korean national, were arrested in Pasig City п A 
separate operations yesterday, polle reported. TO YOUR HE 
One suspect, identified as Christopher lan Ga- 
diaza, 28, was arrested after a priest com- 

plained to the police that he was swindled. Ac- 
cording to SPO Geminer Tingne, Fr. Gilbert | 
Talaqbong, said Gadiaza and his friend, Ramil 
Rodriguez, both employees of AIM Global 
Marketing Inc. in Pasig City's Ortigas Business 
District, convinced him to invest P350,000 in a 
networking scheme. The two allegedly told Ta- 
lagbong that he would receive P100,000 after 
42 days. But the money was not given to him 
as promised, prompting the priest to go to the 
police, who arrested Gadiaza in his office on 
Wednesday night. Rodriguez remains at large. 
Ina separate operation, a Korean national sus- 
pected of being an illegal recruiter was nabbed 
yesterday at the Metrowalk Shopping Center in 
Pasig City. Tingne identified the suspect as 
James Yu allas Kim Hyoun Soon, who was аг- 
rested by a virtue of an arrest warrant issued 
by a Manila court in 2002. Tingne sald the sus- 
pect was arrested by the police around 1:20 
‘am. in a restaurant at the shopping center. 
Tingne sald Yu was also accused of four 
counts of estafa. Both баага and Yuarenow | 
detained at the Eastern Police District jall. Kris- 
tine L. Alava 


Villar guest at club anniversary 


| . 

SENATE President Manuel Villarwilbethe + a 

guest of honor and speaker when the Natives A 

of Borongan In the City of Manlia апд Suburbs], m 


(Nobitcoms) inc. marks Its 84th anniversary 
tonight at the Kowloon Restaurant on West Av- | 
enue In Quezon City. Villar will also induct the 


. > 
4 

group's new set of officers led by Maximo С. s 

Aljibe, president and Judge Leandro Catalo, 

vice-president. Past presidents of the associa- - 


tion will also be honored In the affair that starts 
at7 p.m. 
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China takes US to task on currency, food safety 


XIANGHE, CHINA—AN AS- set bubbles and possible over- “What Im worrying about wamed Paulson that business ties She accused US interest prompted Paulson to make the 
sertive China fended off US pres. heating. A more flexible ex- now is the weakening dollar would be severely undermined if groups of stirring up trouble and case that a stronger currency 
sure over currency policy and change rate policy is especially and its potential impact on the measures became law. said: “We must oppose attempts was in China's own interest be- 
food safety on Wednesday and important to China now, given global growth,” Chen said. “Obviously, to resort to trade ‘о politicize trade issues." cause it would reduce import 
told Washington to put its own these risks,” Paulson said. Central bank chief Zhou Xi- protectionism and blame ап Paulson said he was worried costs and let the central. bank 
house in order rather than blame China's central bank let the aochuan also spoke out for a other country for the structural abouta rise in economic nation- raise interest rates more freely. 
Beijing for ts economic problems. yuan rise as high as 7.3647 per “strong dollar and said he was problems in the US economy is alism and protectionist senti- Instead, with the yuan on a tight 
The jousting, during а high- dollar on Wednesday, the concerned that loose US mone- the wrong approach which mentin both countries. Jeash, China was “missing a tool” 
level “strategic economic dia- strongest level since the curren- tary policy could flood the global would only harm the interest of “Neither China nor the Unit- for managing economic affairs. 
logue” near Beijing, underscored су was unpegged from the dol. economy with cash and buffet the US itself,” Wu said. ed States can protect our way to “I made the point that mone- 
the growing complexity ofa rela- lar in July 2005. The yuan has China's markets in the process. Тһе talks began on a prickly further prosperity. We must re- tary policy can be an effective tool 
tionship that US Treasury Secre- gained 12.4 percent against the The news appearances by note after Washington, alarmed sist attempts to reduce trans- and monetary policy can be more 
tary Henry Paulson said was now dollar in total since then. Chen, Zhou and others appeared Буа string of recalls of toys and рагепсу ог increase regulatory effective if there's a currency that. 
central to maintaining global Vice Commerce Minister Chen- tobeanattempt by Beijingtowin other China-made goods, put obstacles in order to protect do- is more reflective of underlying 
economic prosperity. Deming dug inhisheelsagainsta the battle of public opinion. the safety of food and other im- mestic industries,” he said in his fundamentals, Paulson later told 
Paulson, who called the first of faster rise, saying China's econo-  Highranking Chinese offi- ports atthetopofthe agenda. opening remarks. a small group of reporters. 
two days of talks “lively but friend- my could not afford it. cials usually keep a lower pro- “I need to point out frankly Trade tensions were on the boil ^ "China has sped up the rate of 
Jy" urged China to let its currency Turning the tables on the file atsuch conferences. that the United States should al- and both countries needed to take appreciation over the past year 
tise faster to curb inflation, now at United States, Chen criticized Vice Premier Wu Yi, known as so assume Из due share of re- action: “Whereas trade was once and there is no evidence this 
anllyearhighofó9percent е recent decline in the dollar, China's “Iron Lady” also came out sponsibility for improving prod- largely a source of stability in US- has harmed them,” he added. 
"China's leaders have voiced which he said was pushing up oil swinging With several bills wend- uct quality and food safety.” Wu China relations, ithas recently be- China's economy grew 11.5 
concerns about China's macroe- and other resource prices and ing their way through the US, said as the delegations faced one come a source of tension, and not percent in the first three quar- 
conomic stability, in particular eroding the value of US assets Congress aimed at getting Beijing another in a tightly guarded gov- only because ofsafety concerns.” ters of the year, the fastest pace 
mounting inflation, growing as- held by countriessuch as China. to speed up the упап rise, she emmentresdrtoutside Beijing. China's surging inflation rate in more than a decade. Reuters 


PALESTINIAN carpenter Tawfiq бааа 
displays a wooden nativity scene in 
workshop in Bethlehem Dec. 10. neures 


3 wise men 
hit a barrier 
LET IT SNOW. in Bethlehem 


By Rebecca Harris 

BETHLEHEM, WEST BANK—TAWFIQ SAL- 
3 х B 2 заа olive wood nativity scene looks like thou- 
THE PREMIUM TASTE IN MENTHOL IN LIMITED EDITION PACKS sands of others sold to pilgrims in Bethlehem 


at Christmas. Except in his version, a wall sepa- 
rates the baby Jesus from the three wise men. 

“1 wanted to give the world an idea of how 
we live in the Holy Land,” the 65-year-old 
Palestinian carpenter said in his workshop, 
his sweater speckled with sawdust. 

“[ was inspired by our own wall.” 

Ѕајѕаа has sold almost 400 of his hand- 
carved nativity scenes caricaturing Israel's 
West Bank barrier—a hated symbol of occu- 
pation for Palestinians. They have gone to 
churches and individuals through a British- 
based charity and advocacy group. 

With his carvings, Salsaa aims to chip away 
at a sentimental image of Bethlehem por- 
trayed in Christmas cards and carols world- 
wide to show the hardships faced by Palesti 
ans today in the town revered as the birth- 
place of Jesus 2,000 years ago. 

Modern Bethlehem is encircled by check- 
| points and Israeli walls and fences built on 
Arab land on a line that Palestinians say ob- 
structs the possibility of them establishing a 
viable state and stifles the economy. Israel 
says it needs the barrier to keep suicide 
bombers out of its cities. 

Tourism to Bethlehem, a mixed Muslim. 
and Christian town, virtually dried up during 
the second Palestinian uprising, which started 
in 2000. It is slowly recovering, but residents 
say intimidating Israeli security doesn't help. 

Visitors to Bethlehem—the West Bank's top 
‘tourist attraction—must clear military securi- 
ty before passing through the barrier. A sign 
reading “Peace Be With You” hangs from a 
high concrete wall next to an army watchtow- 
e 

Tony Blair, the former British prime minis- 
ter who is now the international envoy to the 
Palestinians, spent the night in a hotel in 

Bethlehem on Tuesday as part of his effort to 
Premium Taste in Menthol. encourage Wester tourists to stay in the ойу. 

‘Noting the Bible story of Mary and Joseph's 
flight from Bethlehem with their infant son, 
Salsaa said: “I was thinking about how Jesus 
escaped from here 2,000 years ago. 

“It wouldn't be so easy now.” | 

British NGO Amos Trust said it was selling 
the nativity scenes online as part of a broader 


. a 
= campaign that includes publishing alternative 
Christmas carols such as “At the Army Check- 
а point” to the tune of “In the Bleak Mid Win- 


ter” 


“We don't want anyone singing 'O Little 
‘Town of Bethlehem’ this Christmas without 
people realizing what's happening there," 
Garth Hewitt, director of the Amos Trust, told 
Reuters. 

‘And what if Palestinian and Israeli negotia- 

[ tors manage to broker a deal on peace? Salsa 


has made his “barrier” detachable, Reuters 
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UNDATED photo 


3 car bombs strike southern “= 


Biophysics and 


Iraqi city, killing atleast 41 === 


й ae cat. Scientists at the 
BAGHDAD—THREECARBOMBS peting for power in the oil- lice and witnesses said. In a few days, Britain is ex- ` university say they 


exploded in quick succession rich south, еуепаз US officials. Car bombs are the area sig- pected to turn over the last have successfully 
Wednesday at the main mar- report dramatic falls in vio- nature weapon of al-Qaida southern  province—oilrich switched off the 
ket of a southern Shiite city, lence nationwide. and other Sunni extremists, Basra, long rocked by militia rodents’ instinct to 
killing at least 41 people and American commanders fear which are seeking new sanctu- turf battles. Maintaining secu- cower at the smell 
wounding 150 others, police that al-Qaida and other ex- aries after being driven out of rity in Basra, the focal point Of or presence of cats. 
and local government officials tremists might try to exploit the Baghdad area. Iraq's vast oil wealth, repre- = 
said. It was the deadliest at- thesecurity gapbyattempting But such groups have had sents a major test for Iraqi se- 
tack against Iraqi civilians in spectacular attacks against virtually no presence in Ama- curity forces, which have been 


four months. Shiite civilians inless-protect- rah and the surrounding imaedbyswmemmus. СРО create genetically 


The devastating blasts in ed areas outside Baghdad— Maysan province, where there CES Minister Nouri al-Ma- d = d x 1 Fi 
Amarah, an oil-producing city especially where there is little are few Sunni communitiesto liki, who was visiting nearby ifi 4 
largely spared fom sectarian epelicion military presence. offer them shelter Basra to discus reconstruc тов ле earless mouse 
bloodshed, occurred only No group claimed responsi- Instead, rival Shiite mili- tion issues, called the Amarah 
days before Britain was ex- bility for the Amarah bomb- tias, some believe backed by attack a “desperate attempt” TOKYO САТ AND. MOUSE лга жере x а findings, 
pected to hand over а neigh- ings, which occurred minutes Iran, pose the biggest security to draw attention away from c dnd ipsus Uh we pis ge es 
boring southern province— apart at the entrance to the threat in the south. That "the clear successes" in the е age-old animosity be- ence journal Nature, they 
the last remaining under main market іп ће city 320 threat has drawn‘ new atten- battle to restore stability. tween cats and mice could be a stopped avoiding spoiled food, 
British control since the 2003 kilometers (200 miles) south- tion since Britain announced Al-Maliki, a Shiite, urged ‘hing of the past with genetical- another sign that their fear re- 
invasion. east of Baghdad. plans to draw down оп its mil- the people of Amarah to exer- !¥ Modified mice that Japanese sponse had been diminished. 
Fears are rising about Bystanders rushed to help itary presence in the south. сіѕе restraint and avoid re- аот ке То determine fear levels, 
whether Iraq's mostly Shiite victims of the first blast, only British forces handed con- venge attacks against the Чег. Ime» а sie as red ее зап measured 
security forces can control tosufferdeath orinjuryin ће trol of Maysan to the Iraqis rorists who do not want Iraq Shed new light оп mammal be- the stressinvoked activity in 
Shiite militias that are com- explosions that followed, po- last April. to stand up again." Ap haviorandthenatureoffearit- the brains of the mice, which 
self. produces certain hormones in 
Scientists at Tokyo University the blood, and found it to be 


Resear chers saytheyhaveusedgeneticengi- lower than expected. 


neering to successfully switch Separate tests showed that 
1 offa mouse's instinct to cower mutant mice could still be 
discover why : ея an ere 
cats—showing that fear is ge- them to a feline odor and then 


the pregnant netically hardwired and not inflicting pain, according to the 


learned through experience, as release. 
9% + commonly believed. “The discovery that fear is ge- 
don’t tip over “Mice are naturally terrified netically determined and not 
E. of cats, and usually panicorflee learned after birth is very inter- 
PREGNANT WOMEN DO NOT NS >, at the smell of one. But mice esting, and goes against what 
tip over, and researchers say ^ with certain nasal cells re- was previously thought,” he 
an evolutionary curve has a lot moved through genetic engi- said. 
to do with the reason why. neering didn’t display any fear,” Тһе research may have prac- 
Anthropologists studying said research team leader Ko tical applications in the future. 
the human spine have found Kobayakawa. Kobayakawa said his find- 
that women's lower vertebrae Inhisexperiment,thegeneti- ings, published in Nature last 
evolved in ways that reduce cally altered mice approached month, suggest human aversion 
back pressure during pregnan- cats, even snuggled up to them to dangerous smells like that of 
cy, when the mass of the ab- and played with them. rotten food could also be genet- 
domen grows by nearly one- Of course, that's not neces- ically predetermined. He said 
third and the center of mass sarily good fora mouse'shealth. the research could be used to 
Shifts forward considerably. Kobayakawa said he chose do- develop treatment for fear-re- 
‘That increases pressure on the mesticated cats that were docile lated neural diseases, such as 
spinal column, strains the and thus less likely todo whata anxiety disorders, phobias, ob- 
muscles and generally reduces cat normally would be expected sessive-compulsive ^ disorder 
stability, to do when presented with a and other fear-related diseases. 
Even without the benefit of AS OLD AS THE SOLAR SYSTEM friendly mouse—pounce. Kobayakawa said he hoped to 
advanced study in biomechan- Image provided by Nasa on May 31, was taken as the Cassini spacecraft flew over the unlit side of Saturn, The mutant mice showed study reactions associated with 
ics, women tend to deal with capturing Saturn’s glow. Saturn's shimmering rings may be as old as the solar system, scientists said Dec. — other changes as well. positive smells as well, such as 
the shift—and avoid tumbling 12, debunking earlier theories that the rings were formed during the dinosaur age. a According to a university the odor of good food. AP 
over like a bowling pin—by 
leaning back. But the solution | De . li h f Ab CSI 
оаа" Каре turns Australia's attention to plight of Aborigines 
pressure on the spine and mus- 
Чез. SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—MOUNT- appointed federal minister for soon as possible to discuss the time of the crime—were trying to highlight for a к 
‘And that, report researchers ingangeroverthehandlingofthe indigenous affairs, Jenny whatwehave learned fromthe given six-month suspended time,” he told the Australia 
from Harvard University and gangrape ofa 10-year-old indige- Macklin, suggested that the Northern Territory interven- sentences last month. The Broadcasting Corporation. 
the University of Texas in the nous girl has pushed the plight of federal government might con- tion and what issues might be younger six, whose ages were The case has forced non- 
current issue of the journal Na- Australia’s Aboriginal minority to sider intervening in Queens- useful to be implemented in- not made public, were put on Aboriginal Australians to re-ex- 
ture, is where evolution enters the top of the country’s political land State, where the crime Queensland,” Macklin told the probation for 12 months inOc- amine their relationship with 
the story. agenda, leaving the new govem- took place, in the same way the Australian Broadcasting Corp. tober. Noel Pearson, a resident the continent's original inhabi- 
The lower spine in humans ment of Prime Minister Kevin federal government didin Abo- Тһе rape of the 10-year-old of Cape York and a prominent tants. It has given extra impe- 
had already developed а Rudd scrambling for solutions to riginal communities in the girl whose name has not been Aboriginal leader, said he be- tus to discussions about 
unique forward curve that One of the country’s most in- Northern Territory this year made public, took place in lieved that chronic leniency to- whether the new government 
helps compensate for the extra tractable problems. amid concerns about child April 2006 in Aurukun, on ward offenders had contribut- should issue a formal apology 
pressures that arose when the The case has provoked accu- abuse. Macklin said she want- Cape York, on Australia’s ed to social breakdown and to for past injustices like the 
primate ancéstors went from ations in the news media that ed to discuss possible ap- northeastern tip. Nine male the abuse and neglect of chil- “stolen generation,” Aboriginal 
moving around on four limbs there is one law for white Aus- proaches with Anna Bligh, the Aborigines pleaded guilty, but dren. “This is the tip of a tragic children who were taken from 
to walking upright. Re- talians and another for Abo- premier of Queensland. none have been sent to prison. iceberg. Itisaproblem thathas their parents, a practice that 
searchers looked for an addi- rigines. “It would be very helpful for The three older defen- been going on for along time. ended less than 40 years ago. 
tional mechanism that might On Wednesday, the newly the two of us to get together as. dants—ages 17, 18 and 26 at It is a problem we have been NYT 
have compensated for the in- 
creased strain of pregnancy as S h e h o ord 
"i Carter says US human rights FAKEFAUN 
What they found, said | “The Faun,” a half- 
Katherine K. Whitcome, a post- : ‘ , man, half-goat 
icem: Dractices an embarrassment ceramic рше 
the lead author of the paper, supposedly 
was evidence that evolution sculpted by 19th 
had produced a stronger and ATLANTA—FORMER PRESIDENT “This is an embarrassment to ernment was to reduce torture, ar- century French 
more flexible lower spine for Jimmy CartersaidthatcurrentUS the people in my country to know — bitrary arrest and cruel, inhuman artist Paul Gauguin 
women. After studying: 19 human rights practices are an that my own nation’s government ог degrading treatment of prison- that has delighted 
pregnant subjects, Whitcome “embarrassment” and are far now disavows the principles that ers. But he said that has changed museum visitors in 
found that the lumbar, or low- from policies he put in place as werein the forefrontofthe world’s іп the United States because of the Chicago for a 
er back, curve in women ex- president to make human rightsa consciousness in the late 1970s,” country's war on terror. decade. The 
tends across three vertebrae, priority for US foreign policy. said Carter, who was speaking ` “We know that prisoners are in- museum said Dec. 
as opposed’to two їп men. And Сапег said US detention cen- Wednesday evening at The Сапег  carcerated now under the control 1I that the 
the connecting points between ters in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Center during a discussion of civil of the United States without any sculpture is a fake 
vertebrae are relatively larger and in-Iraq may one day have in- rights in the former Soviet Union charges made against them—for | and thatitisamong 
in women, and shaped differ- famy as historic places where hu- and the United States. years and years. The administra- scores of forgeries 
ently in ways that make the man rights were abused such as — "Wehaveaveryseriousproblem tion and Congress have become produced by the 
stack more stable and less inArgentina, Chile, Poland, South here,” the former president said. immune to the tragedy of human Greenhalgh family. 
prone to the bones shifting out Africa and the former Soviet Carter said that during his pres- rights violations under the aegis » 
of alignment or breaking. NYT Union. idency the objective of the US gov- "of security,” Carter said. АР 


Led by the military, war-weary US awakens to ‘soft power’ 


By Jim Mannion wars and win the peace in Iraq toe badly on Iraq, people are re- and anger rather than the more mixed bag,” Nye said. craft carrier, he said. 
and Afghanistan. alizing that we weren't doing traditional values of hope and “But I do think that the view The US Agency for Interna- 
WASHINGTON—AFTER SIX US Defense Secretary Robert that well, and it’s time for a optimism,” a report by a com- that we have not had smart tional Development has been 
hard years of war, the United Gates caught the spirit in a change,” said Joseph Nye, a mission Nye cochaired with power in terms of combining slashed from 15,000 to 3,000 
States is awakening to the idea much praised speech at Kansas Harvard professor and former Richard Armitage, the former the various instruments we people, and the US Information 
that “soft power" is abetter way State University last month, senior Pentagon official. deputy secretary of state, have,thatwehaveunderinvest- Agency was dismantled, he 
to regain influence and clout in calling for a dramatic increase Nye popularized the term wared last month. As a result, ed in soft power, is represented said. 
a world bubbling with instabili- in spending on civilian instru- "soft power” in books and es- it said, “Suspicions of American in the Gates’ remarks,” hesaid. Underfunded and under- 
ments of power. says which argue that a key powerhave run deep.” Gates pointed to the huge manned, US civilian agencies 
Andnowhereisthechangein Such ап appeal would have source of US clout is its ability The United States needs to disparity between the Pen- have not kept up with the de- 
thinking more advanced than in been unthinkable not long ago, to attract friends and allies by pursue a positive vision that tagon's half trillion dollar bud- mand for experts in war zones, 
the US military, which is push- as Gates himself acknowledged, investing in the international goes beyond the war on terror- get and the state department leading to bitter complaints 
ing for greater diplomacy, eco- saying it was а “man bites dog” good. ism, it said. $37 billion. from US military officers that 
nomicaid,civicactionand civil- story. "Since 9/11, the United ^ TheresponseoftheBushad- Its 6,600 diplomats amount they have been left holding the 
ian capabilities to prevent new “І think having stubbed our. States has been exporting fear ministration has been “а to the crew of a single US air- bag. AFP 
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Bomb kills top 
Lebanon general 


BEIRUT, LEBANON—A POWERFUL CAR BOMB KILLED ONE OF 

Lebanon’s top generals and his bodyguard in a suburb of Beirut on Я 
Wednesday, striking an unexpected blow at the country’s most Pe а 3 
widely respected institution and further undermining Lebanon’s ^ LY AT 
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precarious stability. 


The army officer, Brig. 
Gen. Francois al-Hajj, was 
killed when a bomb under a 
parked blue BMW sedan ex- 
ploded as he drove past on step before an army chief 
his way to work at the de- can be allowed to become 
fense ministry. president. 

Hajj, 54, was a top con- The army which splin- 
tender to succeed Gen. tered during the 15-year civ- 
Michel Suleiman, the army il war, has in recent years 
chief who is poised to be- been viewed as the one neu- 
come the country’s пех tral institution in a country 
president. He was also the whose leaders are deeply di- 
operational commander vided over ideology, foreign 
during the three-month bat- patrons and their share of 


tle over the summer against В power. è ГА 
Islamic militants holed up in The explosion, which also 2 " а 
а Palestinian refugee camp № wounded six people, took OPEN DAILY! 


in northern Lebanon. х place about 7 am. on а 

Whether it was intended Wi 044 mountainous road that the 
as а political message or as HAJJ we general regularly took to 
revenge, the blast under- work. 


until mid-March. Lebanese 
law limits the calendar ses- 
sions for amending the con- 
stitution—a necessary first 


FRIDAY-SUNDAY 


scored the persistence of the bitter political 
confrontation that has crippled the govem- 
ment during the past year The crisis has 
deepened since Nov. 23, when Emile Lahoud 
stepped down at the end of his term as presi- 
dent without any agreement on a successor 

A solution seemed possible two weeks ago 
when the major political groups agreed to 
support Suleiman as president. But since then 
political negotiations have foundered, with 
leaders disagreeing over procedure and the 
makeup of the next goverment. 

Ifthe lawmakers do not elect Suleiman by 
the end of the year, they may be forced to wait 


Some leading ant-Syran politicians 
blamed Damascus for the killing, as they have 
for a series of political assassinations during 
the past three years. They pointed to com- 
ments made Tuesday by the Syrian vice presi- 
dent, Farouq Sharaa, who said that Syria's 
friends in Lebanon were stronger than ever 
and that “no one in Lebanon, even with for- 
eign support, can win the battle against Syr- 
ia” 

Syria has denied any role in previous assas- 
sinations in Lebanon, and on Wednesday the 
Syrian foreign minister, Walid al-Moualem, 
denounced the “criminal attack" on Hajj. NYT 


2:00 pm Onwards 
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| Binangonan Catholic BINANGONAN CATHOLIC COLLEGE 


College Celebrates ? ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
60th Foundation 
Anniversary 


THE BINANGONAN CATHOLIC COLLEGE (formerly Binangonan 
Catholic High School) is celebrating its 60th Foundation. Anniversary, 

Í with a testimonial dinner to be held on December 14 at the college 
covered court. 

Invited guests and participants will include the College alumni, faculty, 

|| employees, staffand stakeholders. 

The highlight of the affair is the Awarding Ceremonies for the BCC 
Outstanding Alumni. Recipients include medical practitioner Dr. 
Ildefonso Alvarez (Batch 1975-1976); Civil Aeronautics Board Executive 
Director Atty. Carmelo L. Arcilla (1969-1976); Sociologist and 
Professorial Lecturer of UST Prof. Clarence М. Batan (1990-1991), who 

[| is now in a scholarship grant at Dalhousie University in Canada; Retired 
Col. Melencio A. Cerda (1966-1967); Division School Superintendent of 
| Rizal Dr. Edith Doblada (1958-1959); Chief of Clinics/Chief Training 
Officer Mary Mediatrix Medical Center Lipa City, Batangas Dr. Edgardo 
| Е Faustino (1968-1969); Educator and Foundress Binangonan Garden of 
ейте Elenita Flores (1955-1956); and Senior Assistant Vice President 

of U-Bix Corporation Jose C. Gondra (1966-1967). 

Other recipients are former Binangonan Vice Mayor and at present, 
Prefect of Discipline at La Salle Greenhills High School Department Raul 
A. Miguel (1964-1965); Vice President for Advertising of the Philippine 

| Daily Inquirer Felipe В. Olarte (1968-1969); Office-Law Practitioner 
Atty. Ricardo М. Rivera (1965-1966); Former Rizal Governor = 

| Hon. Casimiro M. Ynares, Jr. (1962-1963); Former Binangonan Mayor E 
Engr. Cesar M. Ynares (1968-1969); and Businesswoman and Director of к>, 
Philippine Women's Business Council Annie C. Tan-Yee (1973-1974). 5 

‘Also part of the affair is the presentation of the Fr. Martin Strong ү 

Recognition Award to the first six graduates of the institution. They are Dr. 
| Felipe A. Vital, former board member of Rizal Legislative Council and а 
Gloria S. Aramil; Lourdes C. Jerusalem; Caridad A. 
Aprecio, and two others who have already passed away. 
‘The Grand Alumni Homecoming will be held on December 29, 2007, 


Outstanding Alumni of Binangonan Catholic College 
(Formerly Binangonan Catholic High School) 


Former Rizal Gov. 
Hon. Casimiro M. Ynares, Jr 


Col. Melencio A. Cerda 


Atty. Ricardo M. Rivera Mr, Jose Gondra 


TESTIMONIAL DINNER: 
Dec. 14, 2007 at 7:00pm 
BCC Campus 
= GRAND REUNION - DIAMOND JUBILEE 
ЖЕ 60th Foundation 
A А December 29, 2007 
7:00 pm - BCC Campus 


Mrs. Elenita D. Flores 


i "cm Ms. Annie Tan-Yee Prof. Clarence M. Batan 


Congratulates its 
Vice President for Advertising 


FELIPE (PEPITO) OLARTE 
and other 
Outstanding Alumni of 
Binangonan Catholic College à c EA d 
(Formerly Binangonan Catholic High School) к Med A ee 


Recipients of Fr. Martin Strong Award 


Mrs. Gloria S. Aramil 
For more details: Binangonan Catholic College 652-0098 


Warm greetings to the Manuel L. Quezon University 
on its 60th Anniversary and Congratulations 
to its Outstanding Alumni and Achievers !!! 


The Manuel L. Quezon University 
Alumni Association, Inc. 
916 R. Hidalgo St., Quiapo, Manila 1001 


tct honor to extend my sin- 
cere congratulations to the alumni of 

Manuel L. Quezon University during its 

60th Anniversary of its foundation. 

The success of a university in its mis- 
sion to educate is measured not only by 
the quality of its faculty and students, 
but also by the performance of its alumni in their 
respective professions. 

Ив significant that in the past 60 years, our school has 
produced many distinguished members of the judiciary - 
‘six Justices of the Supreme Court, nine Justices of Court 
of Appeals, three Justices of Sandiganbayan and count- 
less Judges of the Regional and Metropolitan Trial 
Courts. Several of our graduates have been appointed to 
the Cabinet and to constitutional bodies such as the Com- 
‘mission on Elections and Commission on Audit. Several 
of our graduates have been elected to the Senate, the 
House of Representatives and the local governments. 
Many of those who enrolled in our School of Graduate 
‘Studies became Generals in the Philippine National Ро- 
lice and Directors of the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. Even those who engaged in private practice and in 
the noble profession of teaching have excelled and 
reaped honors. 

deed, the sterling achievements of our graduates in 
their chosen fields of endeavor, their notable contribu- 
tion to nation building, and their edifying example to the 
students, reflect on the school and make Manuel L. Que- 
топ University truly proud of them. 

On behalf of the Manuel L. Quezon University, 1 
therefore express my appreciation and commendation fo 
its alumni, 


President. 


On the occasion of the Diamond. 
(60th) anniversary of my beloved Al- 

та Mater, I wish to congratulate with 

grateful thanksgiving MLQU. 

Congratulations with pride to our 
‘thousands of alumni- the legal minds 
that dominate and continue to domi- — 8 
nate our country's legal system and n 
those who have contributed to the 
country's economic, political, industrial; and intellectual 
development. 

We have kept faith with the Quezonian spirit by help- 
ing change our society into one which is more just, more 
human, one more fully Christian- and so we say: " Well 
done" 


Congratulations again, more ром Yat bet is уер, 
соте - MLQU Forever ! \ ‘wid 
плов Сй SUNICO 


Director, Alumni Affairs 


Му warmest felicitations and congrat- 
ulations to the leaders, staff, faculty, stu- 

dents and alumni of the Manuel L. Que- 

zon University as she celebrates her 60th 

anniversary. We the alumni, are proud to 

be part ofthis milestone. 

At 60, MLQU, just like diamond, 
sparkles and shines in her glory. She con- 
tinues to radiate in brilliance and value in the lives of 
‘many young men and women who desire to become noble 
professionals. 

Just like diamond, she has weathered time and trials, 
She has withstood the challenges of the ever-changing 
‘environment and has become one of the leading educa- 
tional institutions in the country serving as cradle of 
Young and brilliant minds. 

Just like diamond, her intrinsic value has remained 
and appreciated overtime. 

‘As MLQU celebrates 60 years of quality education, 
‘may she continue to bask in brilliance of her rich history 
‘and unprecedented track record. 

We are truly proud of you ! Truly a gem to behold! 

In behalf of the Alumni Association, I also wish to 
congratulate the 60 outstanding alumni who have made 
MLQU even prouder. 

To our beloved MLQU, mo 


God bless us all. 4— 


PI SOMERA, Ph. D. 
President, MLQU Alumni Association, Inc. 


ACCOUNTANCY & BUSINESS ENGINEERING 
ARTS 1. Engr. Gerardo Cabreros 
1. Rex Manansala 2. Edgardo Domingo 
2 Corazon Manalo- Ordoñez 3. Cong. Generoso Маап 
3, Reynaldo R. Barbon 4. Engr. Restituto С. Roque 
4, Renato B. Sta. Maria 5. Engr. Renato (Butch) Ubay 
S, Romeo S. Ebdane, Jr. % Engr. Mordwang Reato 
6. Maurio C. Таба! 7. Engr. Rogelio M. Avenido 
T. Ruperto E. Mercado GRADUATE STUDIES 
8. Beatriz Balangue- Atienza 
9. Josefina C. Sinsioco donde 

Me. Aminola P. Abaton 
ARCHITECTURE 2. Dr. Ma. Luisa Slonge-Agamata 
1. Mamerto Alma Jose Š De. Mayami P. Barben 
CEP I 
4 RudyO. Frer ыы 


и Тс Yoana T apg 
ро c ye быш 


7. Mario S. Valderrama 9.0: Olivia F. de Leon 
CRIMINOLOGY 10. Me Mariano L. del Mundo 
1. Aty. Eimer DR Susano 11. Dr. Paz D. Flores 

2. Atty. Henry De Vera. 12. Dr. Virginia P. ani 

3. Psupt Marissa Saigo 13. Dr. Dante Guevarra 
EDUCATION, ARTS & 14 De Гаре Шода 4. 


‚а, E. 
iati de los Angeles” 


Officers and members of the MLQU Alumni 
Association, Inc. Board of Directors, 2007-2008 

Front row (o r), L. Sta Maria, Secretary; L. Lava; L. Abela; В. 
Somera, President; L. Sunico, Director, MLQU O^fice of Alumni 
Affairs; V. бал; б. Panganiban. Back ( to r) F. Ledan; В. 
Avenido; G. del Valle; Т. Ongoco, Vice President; A. Agustin; A. 
"Tuquero: A. Avendia, Treasurer. Not in the picture is Atty. Pete S. 
Principe. 


The Outstanding Alunini 


MLQUAA 

1. Atty. Augusto В. Зипко 

SABA 

1. David Balangue 

2. Francis Monera 

ARCH 

1. Benjamin В. Soriano 

2. Rufino Cruz 

SEAS 

1. Leonardo A. Quisimbing, Jr. 

2. Willie Gaa 

3. Jannet Amurao 

ENG'G 

1. Roberto "Obet" Pagdanganan 
ses 

1. Ruperto Somera 

2. Renato С. Dacudao 

3. Avelino Razon 

Law 

1. Augusto Barcelon (posthumous) 
2. Venicio Escolin 

3. Kaulayao Faylona (posthumous) 
4. Lorenzo Miravite (posthumous) 


5. Sedfrey Ordoñez 
6. Ricardo C. Puno 


11. Isagani A. Cruz 


17. Jose А. R. Melo 


23. Ruben T. Reves 
24. Lilia B. De Lima 


27. Vicente Vinarao. 


37. Ismael Andres. 


42. Luis L. Victor 
43. Jose V. Yap 


4. PDIR. Esnesto V. Belen 
5. PCSUPT Abner D. Cabalquinto 

6. PCSUPT Jaime G. Caringal 
T.PCSUPT Wifredo D. Dulay, St. 

8. PCSUPT Romeo C. Hiomen 

9. POIR. Servando M. Hizon 

10. PCSUPT Eric Javier 

T1. PCSUPT Wiliam S. Macavinta 

12. РСЗИРТ Samuel d. Pagdiao 

13. PCSUPT Апи Perez 

14. PCSUPT Ismael R. Rafanan 

15 PCSUPT Leocadio Salva Cruz Santiago 
16. PCSUPT Felizardo M. Serapio, J 
17. PCSUPT Luizo C. Tieman 

18. PCSUPT Roselle B. Sta. Maria 
18. PCSUPT Roger James SA Вива 
20. PSSUPT Cipriano E. Querol, Jr. 


2. BRIG GEN. Arthur T. Tabaquero 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


38. Serafin Camilon 

39. Gen. Romeo Espino 

40. Rosalinda F. Dimapilis-Baldoz 
41. Conrado Vasquez, Jr. 


7. Amado C. Dizon (posthumous) 
8. Ambrosio Cantada (posthumous) 
9. Alicia V. Sempio-Diy 

10. Francisco de Guzman 


12. Benildo G. Hernandez (posthumous) 
13. Wenceslao R. Lagumbay (posthumous) 
14. Saklolo A. Leaño 

15. Antonio J. Villegas (posthumous) 

16. Norberto В. Quisumbing, Jr. 


18. Perlita J. Tria Tirona 
19. Artemio G. Tuquero 
20. Jose С. Vitug. Jr. 
21. Jesus F. Guerrero 
22. Wigberto E. Tafiada 


25. Martin S. Villarama, Jr. 
26. Roberto M. Lagman 


28. Dennis M. Villa-Ignacio 

29. Ma. Luisa S. Dizon-Villarama 
30. Rodolfo B. Albano, Jr. 

31. Benjamin Tabios (posthumous) 
32. Manuel R. Pamaran 

33. Conrado Molina 

34. Magtanggol C. Gunigundo 

35. Hilarion L. Aquino 

36. Nicolas Lapeña, 


Ж. 


44. Ernani Cruz Paño 
45. Enrico А. Lanzanas 
46. Vestra |. Cuyugan 
47. Ricardo M. llarde 


9. Bemardo LI. Salas Class 54 
10. Augusto M. Amores Class 51 
11. Aero б. Romulo Class 59 
12. Aliredo F. Abueg Class 60 
13 Benjamin S. Abalos Class 57 
14. Gen. Hamiton B. Dnaya Cass 51 
15. Col Viænie Pascua J. Cass 51 
16. Santiago Y. Toledo Class 58 
17. Mariano M. Mison Class 55 
18. Raul C. Flores Class 58 

19. Rodolfo Q. Agbayani Class 60 
20. Aredo R. Enriquez Class 64 
21. Ricardo S. Aranza Class 82 
22 Vente S. Aquino Class 79 
23. Diego P. Afienza Class 56 
24. Salic B. Dumarpa Class 77 
25. Eigi P. Mallari Class 60 

28 Ramon N. Casanova Class 55 
ZT. Norberto S. Gonzales Cass 58 
28. Ponciano D. Subido Class 66 
29. Gibert D. Camaligan Class 62 
30. Amable M. Aguiluz Class 52 
31. Juan J. Diaz Class 53 

32. Alejandro А. Fider Class 53 
33. Asaal S. лал Class 53 


ORC LA 


НИЕ 


PARKER 


d 


organizers / filers 


oak, 


leather-bound 
organizers 


ys ce 


assorted wall & 
photo frames 


desktop 
accessories 


ERE ERE 


SEES 


Quiapo + Makati * Cubao • Harrison 
North Edsa * Sta. Mesa * Ortigas Las Piñas 
Bacoor * Fairview * Manila * Pampanga 
Mandurriao + Delgado * Davao 
Cagayan De Oro * Bicutan + Sucat + Lucena 
Baguio ~ Marilao * Dasmariñas 
San Lazaro * Batangas • Sta, Rosa * Clark 
Mall of Asia + Lipa * Bacolod * Taytay 


SCIENCES 15. Dr. Isabel F. riso 
1. Prot. Laura С. Sunio 16. Dr. Verdades P. Jimenez 
Нера 17.0: Ma. Cristina A Robes 3. М: Dominador Taboga, J. 
3 Rosalina Bustamante hoe SEES 

4. Epifania Baladhay Dunga ee — LAW 

5. Atiy. Liza Juliet Interior-Madera 20- PCSUPT. Vidal Quero! 1. Bennie A. Adefuin-Deta Cruz Class 63 
6. Ally. Maribel Мапало-Вамал 21. Ms. Cecilia R. Patricio 2. Omar U. Amin Class 54 

T. Pablo Mabini 22. Dr. Lourdes Lim 3. Maximiano C. Asuncion Class 55 
8. Milagros M. Catabona 23. Dr. Minda L. Conception 4. Manuel C. Herrera Class 52 

9. Amelia Vergel de Dios Ropa B. Law Enforcement & Corona E. Бау бопе Cass 53 
10. Thomas Ongoco 1. PCSUPT. Silverio D. Alarcio, Ji. 6. Regina G. Ordonez-Benitez Class 50 
11. Gene Panganiban 2. GEN. Angel G. Atutubo T. Segio L. Pestaño Class 56 

"12, Isabel Panganiban-Ortiguerra 3. РОВ. Geary L. Barias 8. Pedro A. Ramirez Class 52 


34. Salvador D. Lising Class 53 
35. Conrado $. Declaro Class 54 
36. Marin B. Isidro Cass 54 

37. Vicente B. Lima Cis 54 
38 Eufracio D. Santos Class 54 
39. Domingo M. Pebalate Cass 55 
40. Sergio L Ревайо Class 58 
41. Augusto S. Jmenez Class 58 
42 Samson S. Акаа Cass ST 
43. Antonio A. Agustin Cass 60 
44. Pedro S. Princips Class 77 
46. Quirino A. Marquinez Cass 55 
46. Felicidad R. Gido Class 82 
47. Cleo B. Seforen Class 55 


1. Mr Jesus Banaga 
2. Mr. Antonio Delgado 
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ALLAN Salangsang, skipper of the victorious Philippine team; Jervy Cruz, Gabe Norwood, Jonathan Fernandez and 
Jason Castro (first five from right) listen as the national anthem is played at the awarding ceremonies. митин 


Boxing protest 
fails to stop RP 


Cagers capture gold; batters sweep it 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 
Sports Features Editor 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THE PHILIPPINES 
turned the boxing finals into a farce on Thurs- 
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day to dramatize its protest against home- 
town decisions, which officials acknowl- 
edged would affect the country’s campaign 
even before the start of the 24th Southeast 


ee а puts away 
7 Sthjudo 
gold /436 


React Basketball 
«Ново Conposte Leather 


Hightech Wiring Design 
2 Ghompionshg Guatty Bristio Board 
tra sn Soprentaton Syscom 


Asian Games here. 

Only Larry Semil- 
lano fought to the 
end—and lost, as ex- 
pected—against the 
veteran Manus Boon- 
jumnong with the six 
other Filipino finalists 
either retiring with- 


outthrowinga punch заза ами 


or giving up midway кын 
in their respective 
bouts against Thai ri- 
vals. 

After throwing sportsmanship 
out of the window, the dethroned 
overall champion Filipinos man- 
aged to climb to fifth overall with 
39 gold medals as the high-profile 
national basketball team sparked 
a six-win effort forthe day 

The cagers completed a four- 
game sweep of the countrys fa- 
Vorite sport here by whipping 


-. Thailand, 94-53, after softball 


pulled off another golden double 
with easy wins by the Blu Girls 


Tn 


and the Blu Boys 

Tshomlee Go, al- 
ready an Olympic 
qualifier, finally gave 
taekwondo a gold in 
the men’s under 60 
kg divison and 
Marites Bitbit towed 
a six-strong lead pack 
at the finish to rule 
the women's 116.10- 
kilometer massed 
startrace in cycling. 

‘And John Baylon, already 43, 
nailed an eighth straight judo gold 
by finishing off Indonesian Jo- 
hanes Taslim in 1 minute and 50 
seconds of their title bout in the 
half-middleweight class. 

The last full day of action on 
Friday is expected to finally decide 
the three-way race for fourth 
among the Philippines, Indonesia 
and Singapore. 

‘Thailand, 
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By Musong R. Castillo 
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24TH SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES 


Gold that glitters most 
in the bag after 4 years 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THE GOLD THAT GLITTERS MOST 
ilipinos was formally minted Thursday night after the 
ippines beat host Thailand to a pulp, 94-53, to bring the 
curtains down on men's basketball action at the 24th South- 


east Asian Games here. 

Jason Castro and Beau Belga 
led the Filipinos with 14 points 
each, while reigning UAAP MVP 
Jervy Cruz of University of Santo 
Tomas had 12 points and 14 re- 
bounds as the Filipinos posted 
their fourth lopsided win in a row 
and crowned themselves the re- 
gion's undisputed cage kings. 

“Mission accomplished," said 
coach Junel Baculi, who steered 
the Philippines to its eighth 
straight championship in the 
Games, the first since Vietnam in 
2003 after Manila scrapped the 
‘event two years ago over a leader- 
ship crisis in local caging. 

But the title was almost in the 
bag even before the team set foot 
on this bustling province 300 kilo- 
meters northeast of Bangkok, af- 
ter Harbour Centre owner Mikee 
Romero managed to assemble a 
team that looked unparalleled on 


the field. 


help the country reaffirm its (bas- 
ketball) status in the region.” 

Romero spent about P20 mil- 
lion to bankroll the team’s training 
and participation in the Games. 

“It was all worth it,” he said. 
“The way the boys played makes 
me proud to have been the one to 
put the team together” 

‘There were only two RP teams 
before this one that lost a basket- 
ball match in the Games—the 
squad in the 1989 SEAG finals 
and the other in an elimination 
game in the 1993 SEAG. 

But this batch showed no letup 
and was all business. 

The RP five debuted with an 
136-82 trashing of Cambodia that 
left little doubt as to the big dis- 
parity of the Filipinos’ strength 
‘compared with those of the rest of 


"That has been the mind-set of 


paper. the team, to win as convincingly 


‘And play with unparalleled 
strength the team did. 

‘The Filipinos won their four 
games by an average of close to 
44 points, never getting in trouble 
at any stage in the tournament. 

Romero, with his wife and 
friends, led the celebration before 
a fair-sized crowd at the Kee- 
lapirom Stadium. And they 
waved the Philippine flag proudly 
to dramatize the Filipinos’ domi- 
nation of the event. 

“This is for everyone back 
home, for those who prayed and 
stayed with this team since its in- 
ception," Romero said. “It gives us 
great pride and joy to be able to 


worth it” 


the front to stay. 
The sores: 


‘hiya 0, Rai 0. 


i. Ba 


CECIL Mamit: Up next, Danai Udomchoke merisea 


Boxing protest fails to stop RP surge 


unquenchable appetite for winning on the 80th 
birth anniversary of its King, remained in a class by 
itself with 154 golds so far with Viemam (60) and 
Malaysia (54) secured in their respective slots. 

‘Amateur boxing president Manny Lopez and RP 
chef de mision Monico Puentevella railed over what 
they perceived were biased judging and officiating 
following the country’s four losses in five bouts 
against the Thais on Wednesday. 

But hometown decisions in this event have been 
prevalent ever since the SEAG started in 1977 and 
‘everybody just grinned and endured it. Even the 
then Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatta com- 
plained about this when the Filipinos were winning 
everything in sight en route to a first-ever overall 
championship two years ago in Manila, 

‘This time, Lopez hinted at boycotting Thursday's 
finals. It looked like he would make good his threat 
‘when flyweight Godfrey Castro and bantamweight 
Junel Cantancio showed up in the ring and then 
raised their hands in a gesture of surrender when 
the referee called the start of their bouts. 

After both were declared losers by retirement in 
the first round, featherweight Orlando Tacuyan was 
pulled out after two rounds while tailing 18-3. 
‘Then lightweight Joegin Ladon also quit in the first 
round after taking a blow to the body. 

Semillano went all the way and lost 10-4, before 
middleweight Junie Tizon and light heavy Maximi- 
no Tabangcora both retired in the second round. 

Interviewed while Lopez's fighters were making a 
mockery of the final bouts, Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee head Jose “Peping” Cojuangco Jr, who had 
precisely warned the RP athletes and officials about 
hometown decisions, said: “Were supporting it." 

Puentevella, who said the country avoided possi- 


pat 4, Samoechal 1, Janttoranom 0, San- 


Quarters: 25-14; 40-28; 65-40, 94-53 


as possible,” Baculi said. “Win- 
ning the championship the way 
ме did makes all the hard work 


‘An 18-1 bomb early in the first 
quarter was all the Filipinos need- 
ed to erase a 9-13 deficit and take 


PHILIPPINES 94—Costro 14, Вада 14, 
Cruz 12, Vergara 12, Bautista 8, Norwood 7, 
Nonzo 7, Chan 6, Rodriguez 5, Fernandez 5, 


[n 


GABE Norwood and Erick Rodriguez thwart a driving Ratdech повы панава in 
the gold-medal match of men’s basketball at the Keelapirom Stadium. 


Gritty Mamiit has two shots at gold 


By Musong В. Castillo. 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—CECIL MAMIT AND 
Denise Dy upset the top-seeded Thai pair of Son- 
chat Ratiwatana and Tamarine Tanasugarn, 6-4, 6- 
1, on Thursday to barge into the finals of the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games’ mixed doubles event. 

The 31-year-old Малий returned in the afternoon. 
to team up with Eric Taino in 6-1, 6-2 swamping of 
Malaysia's Kanagaraj Balakrishnan and Razalan 
Rawi fora seat in the men’s doubles semifinals. 

Mamiit has now eamed two shots at a gold 
medal. 

His first shot at gold—a possible third in his SEAG 
career that started in the 2005 Manila Games 
—comes Friday when he seeks payback against Thai 
ace Danai Udomchoke in his defense of the singles 
crown at center court of His Majesty the King’s 80th 
Birthday Anniversary complex here. 

"Things will be different (in the singles finals),” 
Mamiit said after the mixed doubles victory. “I saw 


SINGSON stands over Laos’ Viengkham whom 
she beat on points in the quarterfinals. seriem 


ble sanction from the international boxing body by 
aborting the boycott move, stressed that the POC 
had to support Lopez's move. 

“Lopez is our officer, he is, as an NSA head, part 
of the Olympic body. We respected and supported 
his move," he added. 

‘The Harbour Centre-Philippine team lived up to 
its billing with patron Mikee Romero waving a big 
RP flag to cheer the Filipinos, who are back in these 
Games after basketball was scrapped in 2005 due 
to the county's Fiba suspension. 

‘The Blu Girls blanked the Singaporeans, 7-0, to 
complete a five-game sweep of women's softball 
while the Blu Boys flashed their meanest form in an 


what he can do (in the team event) and I know how 
то work him now. I know I can still beat him, and 
with luck, I may just be able to do that.” 

Udomchoke, ranked 164th in the world, con- 
quered Mamiit in the second singles of the RP-Thai- 
land semifinal match in the team event last week. 
That put their head-to-head duel at 3.3. 

‘The defending champion Thai twins of Sonchai 
and Sonchat Ratiwatana, the same team which also 
beat MamiitTaino, 6-4, 6-2, а week ago, also 
marched into the Final Four after a 6-2, 6-4 victory 
‘over the Malaysian pair of Adam Jaya and Yew Ming 
si 

Christopher Benjamin Rungkat and Elbert Sie of 
Indonesia, 46, 7.5, 10-8 winners over Johnny Arcilla 
and PJ Tierro, of the Philippines, will be the twins’ 
semifinal opponents. 

Mamiit-Taino will still await the winner of the 
Weerapat Doakmaiklee-Kirati Siriburwong team 
from Thailand versus the fourth-ranked Vietnamese 
tandem of Minh Quan Do and Kuok Khanh Le. 


From page A33 


11-2rout of the Indonesians, who were coached by a 
former Blu Boy himself, pitcher Hemando Posadas. 

Go scrambled past Метапїз Nguyen Min Hien, 
65, to keep his under 60 kg title while Bitbit, after 
two bronze medals, broke through in the road race 
with a time of 3:28.20. 

Another gold was secured later in the day when 
Lee Van Corteza and Antonio Gabica arranged an 
ай-Еййрїпө clash for the men's 9-ball singles tide. 

‘The Filipinos could have easily grabbed third 
place again but there were unexpected losses— 
‘Shiela Mae Perez in the women’s l-meter spring- 
board and taekwondo's Esther Marie Singson in the 
‘women's under 55 kg division and Kirstie Elaine 
Alora in the women's 59 kg. 

All three settled for silver medals, the same out- 
put golf contributed as the men rallied all the way 
from fourth place and the ladies held on to second 
place for good behind Anya Tanpinco, who was 
runner-up in the individual race. 

Another silver came in Pattaya through a gutsy 
effort by Diego Lorenzo in the individual show 
jumping on board KC Discovery while still recover- 
ing from a bout with dengue. 

Cecil Mamiit, who will seek the gold in tennis 
against Thai Danai Udomchoke Friday also 
reached the mixed doubles finals with Denise Dy 
"while boosting his partnership with Eric Taino to 
the men's doubles semifinals. 

The Filipinos will also shoot for the baseball gold 
Friday against the Thais in Bangkok, where the en- 
tire bowling team has yet to win any medal at all. 

The two women's beach volleyball teams were 
eliminated in the quarterfinals but the unheralded 
men's partnership of Parley Tupaz and Rhovyl Ver- 
ayo reach the semifinals. 
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Filipino medalists 
(As of Dec. 13, 2007) 
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TANPINCO: Six off Thai gold medalist 


[—— 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER -~ 


24H SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES 


3 golf silvers as RP teams, Anya end up 2nd 


By Musong R. Castillo 


BONANZA RANCH, KHAOYAI—FERDINAND AUNZO WAS HOT ON A DAY 
the Philippines needed it most, firing a day-best five-under-par 67 on 
‘Thursday to rally the Filipinos to a respectable silver-medal finish in the 
24th Southeast Asian Games men’s golf competition. 


Aunzo, а former caddy from 
Eastridge in Rizal province, shot eight 
birdies as the RP team pooled 209 for 
the day and an 858 total, 20 shots off the 
winning 838 of Thailand, which closed 
out with 208, 

‘Anya Tanpinco settled for a final- 
round 75 and an even-par 216 for the 
silver medal in the individual contest 
while boosting the RP ladies to second, 
also behind the Thais, in team play. 

Thailand's P Kongkraphan put away 
the gold with a 70 and a S4-hole total of 
210, six shots in front of Tanpinco. 

Aunzo's lasthole bogey cost him a 
share of third place with A. M. Nazari of 
Melaysia, who shot a 70 for 282, five 


strokes behind the 277 of gold medalist 
Pipatpong Naewsuk and four off К 
Aphibarmat, who also turned in 70s. 

‘Making the tum with an astounding 
6-under 33, Aunzo slowed down with a 
string of bogeys from the 16th hole, 

Jhonnel Ababa's 70 and RP Amateur 
champion Anthony Fermandos 72 
rounded out scoring for the men's 
squad. Mark Femando's 74 did not 
count. 

“This is good enough, considering 
that thisis an all-rookie team," non-play- 
ing skipper Caloy Coscoluella said of his 
boys. "As long as this team stays intact, 
we will win the gold in the next SEA 
Games." 


Regina de Guzman counted for the 
first time in three rounds, her 75 giving 
the RP ladies 150 for the day and 439 
overall, nine adrift of the Thais, who also 
drew a 74 from Y Kawinpakorn for 144. 

Chihiro Ikeda's 79 failed to count for 
the Filipinos. 

“The course was just too short for 
her” Tanpinco, the Filipino spearhead, 
said of the 15-year-old Kongkraphan in 
Filipino. “She was outhitting me by at 
east 60 yards (off the tees). Her rescue 
(club) was just equal my driver. I tried, 
but I just couldn’ really get near her” 

Indonesia took the bronze with 441 
on the 73 of Lidya Ivana Jaya and the 74 
of T Juriah Suharto, 

The Indonesians also won the men's 
team bronze, dislodging the Malaysians, 
as Andik Mauludin shot a 69, Yuniarto 
Bennita retumed a 71 and Hardjito fired 
a 71 for a final-round 213 and a 860 to- 
tl. 
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hammer out another double p 


By Ernesto А. Gonzales 


NAKHON RATCHASI- 

ma—The softball dou- 

ble came easily for the 

Philippines Thursday 

with the Blu Girls and 

Blu Boys dominating 

the sport again in the 

24th Southeast Asian 

Games without a loss 

at the football field of the Nakhon 
Ratchasima Rajabhat University 
here. 

The Blu Girls blanked-their Sin- 
gapore rivals, 7-0, in the grand fi- 
nals, after posting the same score in 
their semifinal showdown Wednes- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~. 


241H SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES 
Easy does it as softball teams 


day. They also blasted 
the Singaporeans, 
8-1, in their first 
meeting in the elimi- 
nations Sunday. 

The Blu Boys also 
needed to crush their 
Indonesian foes three 
times en route to a 
second straight men’s 
crown. 

After scrambling past the Fil- 
ipino-coached Indonesians in the 
semifinals, the Blu Boys were never 
threatened in the finals, posting an 
11-2 vietory. 

The Blu Boys earlier pulled out a 
9-2, win over Indonesians, who are 


bags eighth 


straight gold 


Diver Perez 


By Musong R. Castillo 


takes silver 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THE DURABLE JOHN BAYLON WON AN EIGHTH 
straight Southeast Asian Games gold medal Thursday, outclassing the 
men's 81-kilogram half-middle field at the RMUTI gymnasium here. 


Baylon, a 43-year-old who has been 
undefeated since debuting in the 1991 
Games in Manila, stretched his win 
streak after an arm lock "ipon" victory 
(equivalent to a KO in boxing) over Jo- 
hanes Taslim of Indonesia in 3:25 of 
their gold medal match: 

‘Still a bachelor because of the rigor- 
ous demands of his sport, Baylon also 
won over Ronnarong Maruethachinda 
of Thailand and Hai Long To of Vietnam. 
before that championship victory. 

“Masaya ako, parang naiyak ako sa 
tuwa (I'm so happy I feel like crying be- 
cause I'm overjoyed),” Baylon told re- 
= 

In diving, Sheila Mae Perez failed in 
her bid for a repeat triumph in the 
women’s l-meter springboard after 
sputtering in her second and third dives 

— E 
PN S \ и j; 


BITBIT: Heroic ride 


in second day of action at the His 
Majesty the King’s 80th Birth Anniver- 
sary pool. 

The 20-year-old from Davao scored 
just 48.30 and 51.60 in those dives, 
‘which took her out of first place after 
she nailed her opening routing with a 
54.60 effort. 

She totaled just 265.80 points for the 
silver, way short of the 278.30 tally of 
Malaysias Mun Yee Leong. Another 
Malaysian, Elizabeth Jimie tallied 
263.10 for the bronze. 

Perez, who won three golds in the 
2005 Games and defended her 3-meter 
springboard title with ease Wednesday, 
will go for the women's 3-meter synchro- 
nized springboard final Friday Zardo 
Domemios, on the other hand, won the 
bronze in the men's 3-meter springboard. 


being handled by former ace pitch- 
er Hernando Posadas, who shone 
for the Blu Boys in the’80s. 

‘The Indonesians proved they were 
tougher in baseball, however, as they 
fought the Filipinos on even terms be- 
fore the defending champions manu- 
factured a run in the eighth inning 
that decided the contest, 1-0. 

The close win lifted the Filipinos 
into a winner-take-all showdown for 
the gold Friday against the host slug- 
gers from Thailand at the Queen 
Sirikit Sports Center in Bangkok. 

Both the Filipinos and the Thais 


go into the title match with 4.0 
slates under the single round robin 
format for six teams. 


HOLDING his breath and closing his eyes, Zardo Domenios of the Philippines. 


plunges into his bid in the 3-meter springboard diving final. 


зале 


- Bitbit makes it 4 for cyclists 


By Миѕоп R. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—NO TEAM- 
mate? No problem. 

Riding a me-against-the-world 
race in an event where help from 
teammates is vital, this proud and 
indefatigable female Filipino cyclist 
simply decided that nothing was 
going to stand between her and the 
gold. 

Maritess Bitbit on Thursday ruled 
the massed start women's road. 
event in the 24th Southeast Asian 
Games by out-kicking a huge field 
and sustaining cycling’s productive 
contribution to the Philippine gold 
medal cache. 

The 30-year-old Bitbit, deprived 
of a teammate after RP team coach- 
ing staff decided to pull out Apryl 
Eppinger at the last minute, turned 
ina clocking of three hours, 28 min- 
utes and 20 seconds for the 
116.10-kilometer race over well- 
paved roads in Mittrahap area, 
around 75 kilometers outside of the 
main stadium here. 


That was the fourth gold for the 
sport, making cycling the third- 
biggest gold machine for the bat- 
tered Philippine contingent after 
swimming, which won eight, and 
athletics, which pocketed five. 

‘Swimming and athletics also cre- 
ated a dent in the Games by shatter- 
ing records in several events. 

But for sheer drama, Bitbit's 
golden ride may very well be 
ranked among the top perfor- 
mances of the country 

ВЫ was ranged against 18 oth- 
ers, including teams of four coming 
from Malaysia, Thailand and Viet- 
nam, and a team of five from In- 
donesia. 

Although it was ап individual 
event, road races have a team ele- 
ment to them in that riders often re- 
ly on their teammates for support 
along the way. 

To help the best rider in their 
team in pacing, support cyclists of- 
ten shield a teammate against the 
headwind to help that rider pre- 
serve his or her strength for the cru- 


cial stretch. 

Bitbit had no such help as she, 
true to her name, singlehandedly 
carried the country’s hopes and 
beat Thatsani Wichana of Thailand 
in a race to the finish. 

Thi Phuong Phi Vo of Vietnam 
was third. 

In the men's race, Ryan Ariehaan 
Hillmant of Indonesia scooped up 
the gold medal with a comfortable 
win over Suhardi Hassan of 
Malaysia. 

Hillmant was timed 4:13.02, 
while Hassan clocked 4:14:37; 
Phat Dat Trihn of Vietnam was 
third with the same time, nipping 
the Philippines Irish Valenzuela, 
the Tour ng Pilipinas’ top rookie 
last year, and Thailand's Phuchong 
Saiudomsin. 

Victor Espiritu, who won the 
track's points race in controversial 
manner three nights ago, checked 
in a badly-beaten 17th in his pet 
event, with Warren Davadilla, a for- 
mer Tour winner, arriving seventh 
аг4:14.44. 


Male spikers ease sting of Pascua, Ilustre loss 


, By Musong В. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—PARLEY TUPAZ 
and Rhovyl Verayo easily hurdled their 
quarterfinal foes in the men’s beach volley- 
ball competitions of the 24th Southeast 
whitewashing Thailand's 
Sittichai Sangkhachot and Montree Cha- 
emnoi, 21-0, 21-0, Thursday at His 
Majesty the King's 80th Birthday Anniver- 


Asian Games, 


sary courts here. 


Tupaz and Verayo quietly made their 
way into the knockout phase of their divi- 
sion after topping Poo! C with a 1-1 slate, 
‘winning out via the tiebreak against teams 


from Vietnam and Indonesia after drop- 


ping only two sets in two matches. 


Rafiq Arumi Mohd. 


Yokbeth Kapasiang. 


Up next for the Filipino pair is the In- 
donesian team of Andy Ardiyansah and 
Koko Darkuncoro, a 21-15, 21-15 winner 
over Malaysia's Rafi Asruki Nordin and 


Their victory somehow took the sting of 
the loss of a more favored volleyball pair. 
Diane Pascua and Heidi Ilustre tumbled 
out of the quarterfinals in women's beach 
volleyball, taking a 21-11, 21-23, 14-16 
loss to Indonesia's Devota Rahawarin and 


Ilustre and Pascua, a couple of 5-foot-10 


Fil-Am stunners, blew control in the sec- 


ond set and an 8-6 lead in the third to get 


women’s draw. 


the door like Michelle Laborte and Michel- 
la Carolino, the second RP team in the 


Laborte-Carolino was eliminated earlier 


by Thailand's top-seeded pair of Yupa 


classification phase. 


Phokongploy-Kulna Kamoltip, 15-21, 9-21. 
Jt was the sixth straight victory for the 
‘Thai pair counting its unbeaten run in the 


Phokongploy-Kamoltip inflicted Pascua- 
Шиѕтез only loss in the classification 


round, a 19-21, 27-29 decision on Tues- 


day. 
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CCHRUSTPAS l going tobe aything bs bon forth Bi Gr The women's softball team 
captured yet another gold for the country with an overpowering 
Singapore, 7-0. The men’s team helped make it a golden double for the Philippines. 


performance in the final, beating 
пева 


Norwood 
a perfect 
teammate 


By Musong R. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA; THAILAND—SAL- 
vador Andrada, the former long-time presi- 
dent of the Philippine Tennis Association, 
was rushed to the intensive care unit (ICU) 
of the Bangkok Hospital here late Wednes- 
day night after complaining of chest pains 
and shortness of breath. 

Another sports 
official, a coach 
married tò a Fil- 
ipino who refused 
to be identified so as 
not to get family 
back home worried, 
was also taken to 
the same facility be- 
cause of symptoms 
of a mild heart at- 
tack. 

The 73-year-old 
Andrada, who had a succéssful bypass op- 
eration earlier this year, watched tennis 
action at the His Majesty the King's 80th 
Birthday Anniversary courts, getting to 
and from the venue on foot under searing 
heat Wednesday afternoon. 

That is because there are no vehicles al- 
lowed inside the athletes’ village, where he 
stays, and one would need to walk a long 
way from his room to the parking lot where 
rented vehicles are parked. 

Officials of the Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee, where Andrada is the vice chair for 
membership, rushed the former tennis 
president to the hospital after taking him 
from his room at the Sima Thani Hotel. 

The coach, meanwhile, has been given 
treatment and is now in stable condition, 
according to some athletes who stayed with 
Andrada at the ICU center. 


Е 
NAKHON ВАТ НАЗВА, 
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They call Gabe Norwood the consum- 
mate teammate. 

Members of the Harbour Centre-backed 
Philippine five, which formally won the 
basketball gold Thursday, are all praises for 
the former George Mason star in the US 
NCAA not only be- 
cause of his skills but 
because of his atti- 
tude as well. 

‘Team insiders told 
the Inquinix that this 
was not more evident 
than in a team-build- 
ing session in Tagay- 
tay a couple of weeks before the trip to 
here, when team officials deliberately 
checked in the team to a run-down hotel. 

“He slept on the floor because the beds 
were too small (for him)" the team official 
said. "What he did was take the mattress off 
the bed and placed it on the floor, and we 
heard nothing from Gabe. He just wants to 

lay" 

P Being a team man showed in the Fil- 
ipinos' game against Malaysia on Wednes- 
day, when Norwood took just one shot, 
which: he made, to finish with just two 
points and let the homegrown members do 
all the damage in the title-clinching game. 


* eildi llustre flop on the sand court after 
hall quarterfinal match. see: cen 
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Lorenzo settles for silver 


PATTAYA—DIEGO 
Lorenzo, the Philip- 
pine bet in eques- 
trian's show jump- 
ing event, settled 
for the silver medal 
in individual com- 
petition Wednesday 
night in the 24th 
Southeast Asian 
Games here. 

But Lorenzo's sil- 
ver finish was good 
enough, considering 
that the 17-year-old 
student of Intema- 
tional School, who 
rode KC Discovery, 
came into the battle 
barely recovered 
from dengue, accord- 
ing to Mitos Belofsky, 
secretary general of 
the Philippine Eques- 
trian Federation, 

Belofsky said they 
had sent three ath- 
Jetes here, but were 
hounded by many 


Belofsky added 
they were asked to 
use a reserve horse, 
because the horse 
they brought did not 
pass the horse inspec- 
tion, usually done by 
the veterinarian of 
the host country and 
the jury. 

‘Only seven riders 
actually qualified for 
the event, including 
eventual gold winner 
Qabil Ambak of 
Malaysia and compa- Iss "x 
trot Bed Omar Al- M Et i D 
mohdzar, and bronze ные ER x Gift f H | th 
medalist Pongsiree = б и OF ned 
“Pu Kai" Bunluewong 9 S ышы 3 VIT Promo 
of Thailand. | h р à Y 
leds M FREE Phiten Power Disc Tape 30's 
ce S $ for every P5,000 single receipt 
aay $ à D EEE J p $ purchase of any Phiten product. 
in the team event of 3 x 
the competition held ; E Promo Period: December 12:31, 2007 
at the Horseshoe Ў 
Point of this resort 
haven. 


In reality, 


there’s 
no TV? 


By Marc Anthony 
Reyes 


WHEREIS THE Whether you are at home or away... 


Appare eren PROTECT your VALUABLES 
aon Against FIRE and THEFT! 


Puentevella is ask- 
ing the same ques- 
tion regarding the 
TV coverage of the 
ongoing meet in 
Thailand. 

“Treally don't 
know," said 
Puentevella in a text 
message from Thai- 
land. “I thought it is 
on everyday and 
live." 

Aweekinto the 
biennial games, 
there was no live 
coverage yet even in 
awaited events like 
boxing, swimming 
and basketball 

Snippets of the 
competition are 
shown late at night, 
sometimes a day 
late over NBN Chan- 
nel 4.GMA-7, on the 
other hand, comes 
up with items on its 
news programs. 

Yesterday, while 


Filipino boxers were р 
“retiring” from their 9 < 
final bouts against ө 


Тий opponents ap- World Leader in Fire-Resistant and Security Storage 
parently in protest 


of the way fights 
were being judged, 
the NBN was show- 
орн a Gir 67 RETAIL OUTLETS NATIONWIDE 
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Hot Realtors tackle 


. vulnerable Bulls 
1 Welcoat battles TNT 


RED BULL 15 VULNERABLE AT Barangay Ginebra Kings last Sun- 
this point, but Sta. Lucia Real- day their second straight victory 
ty would rather not count on and sixth overall in 12 games. 

it. While Kelly Williams presided 

‘The Realtors are shooting fora over the Sta. icia uprising with 
third straight win against а Red three triples ire dying minutes, 
Bull side orphaned by its take- it was sniper Pa Mendoza who 
charge guy in the Smar-PBA dealt the killer blow to the Kings 
Philippine Cup today at ће Cune- after knocking in а fade-away 
ta Astrodome. Jumper with 4.6 ticks left. 

"Red Bull is silla, _ Talk N Text will tan- 
very strong team with | srawpmGs w 1. | gle with the slumping 
or without Cyrus | Purefoods 10 3 | Welcoat Dragons in 
Baguio,” said Sta. ae Red Boal 4 | the curtain-raiser with 
Realty coach Boyet Fer- —Ж } | the Phone Pals trying 

H 
5 
7 
8 
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nandez. “Wedon'twant | Sz toca to regain their rhythm 
totale chances” Taik Text after trading Asi Taula- 
Te ical- | Ме Y 
y лиз зрә оу aiu Ten. the Coca-Cola 
= of It ЕЕ founded => " те Phone Pale are 
Surprising defeat atthe | CAMESTOMORROW | the altos, having 
hands of the Bulls in a | (CunetAstrodome) | Split the first 12 games 
тесе — outoftown Sgen esi capped by a 101-98 
m Dading by as many | 20 Abu | fended ратова T 
62 " vs Sta. шоа Realty " 
2515 points in the third Giants. 


j 
quarter, the Beverage Since Taulava left, 
Archers, Eagles silent on golf rosters ты. „һай 
9 they allowed the Bulls to steal the games before getting back their 
game built on a valiant stand by footing against the Giants. In con- 
Asia-Pacific Seniors Hechanova are expected to spearhead Ate- Junthy Valenzuela, Mick Pennisi trast, the Tigers have been reaping 
champion Tommy neo's bid. Teboy Javier will be a non-playing and Celino Cruz. the benefits of the Taulava acquisi- 
before the fourth La Salle-Ateneo Match Manotoc, Raffy Gar- captain. Baguio, who missed Red Bull's tion by winning three games in a 
Play '07 is played Dec. 19-21 at the Tagay- cia, Francis Gaston, The ceremonial tee-off will be held on Dec. loss against Talk ‘N Text and victo- row. 
tay Highlands. ‘see Miko Alejandro, 18 with the first round to fire off Dec. 19 with ry over Magnolia, remains in con- Dropping their last five games, 
* ‘Skippers of both teams said they are still fi- К 1 William Hong, ЈР sixfoursome matches. finement after contracting chick- the Dragons (3-9) are counting on. 
nalizing their respective rosters at this stage. me Reyes, King Belle Corp. and Tagaytay Highlands, which еп pox two weeks ago. The high- the retum of Jay-R Reyes from the 
* Eighteen players, including two women and Stehmeier and Louie have the rights to stage the La Salle-Ateneo flying Baguio averages а team- injury list to turn their plunking 
two seniors, will compose each squad with the Garcia, while reign- Match Play have promised to institutionalize best 18 points per game. fate around. 
Archers gunning for a third straight victory ing back-to-back na- the event in cooperation with the DLSAA Golf “Tm expecting a tough physical ‘The 6-foot-7 Reyes hurt his left 
and the Eagles out to even things up with their ‘tonal seniors titlistIg- Club and the Ateneo Golf Foundation. match so we're not going out knee two weeks ago against the 
arch rivals in a Ryder Cup style-format event. gy Clavecilla, Philip- Kings and missed Welcoat’s twin 


MAGNOLIA's Rico Villanueva gets sandwiched by Mark Telan (left) and Asi Taulava of Coca-Cola. 


BOTH DE LA SALLE AND ATENEO OPT TO 
keep their cards close to their chest a week 


Both teams are not required to divulge their 
lineups until the eve of the match. 
But La Salle is expected to be led by reigning 


E LSPORTSWATCH 


Doves rout Wildcats 


for 6th straight win 

THE ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI COLLEGE 
Doves marched to their sixth straight win 
with a 95-56 rout of the National College of 
Business and Arts Wildcats in the 15th 
‘Smart-National Capital Region Athletic As- 
‘sociation men's basketball tournament. 

The Emilio Aguinaldo College Generals, 
оп the other hand, pulled off their fourth win 
in a row by dumping the winless Rizal Tech- 
nological University Blue Thunders, 85-71 

John Valderama scored a game-high 29 
points for the Generals, who climbed to 
fourth position with their 4-3 win-loss slate. 

Leomer Losentes showed the way for 
‘the Doves, who limited the Wildcats to 10 
points in the third period of this event pre- 
‘sented by Petron, Mikasa and Molten Balls. 


Adela V. Giongco, 93 

ADELA M. VILLAMIN GIONGCO OF 
Rosario, Cavite, died Tuesday afternoon, 
nine days short of her 94th birthday. 

‘She was the grandmother of Bulletin 
sportswriter Nick Giongco. 

‘She is survived by children Bienvenido 
and Consuelo, Rodrigo and гуа, 
Danilo and Elvira, Estrellita and Romy, Vir- 
lio and Pahita, Valentino, Mildred and 
Rody, Bene to and Chona, Honorata 
and Jess and Benedicta and Johnny, 34 
grandchildren and 33 great-grand chil- 
dren. 

Her remains lie in state at the Giongco 
ancestral home (816 Rizal St.) in Rosario, 
Cavite. Interment will be on Tuesday after- 
noon at the Rosario Municipal Cemetery. 


Zabong 5-cock derby up 
PROMINENT DERBYISTS OF METRO 
Manila clash with their provincial counter- 


pine Amateur champion Tonite Femando, 
Manoling Chan, Jose Mari Hechanova, Jingy 
Tuason, Marcel Puyat, Junjun Plana and Jeric 


Willy N. Ocier, Founder of Tagaytay High- oe unprepared,” said Fernan- 


lands and Vice Chairman of Belle Corp, said 
‘Tagaytay Highlands will be ready to provide a 
different kind of challenge to the teams. 


Fore by Four tourney 


‘starts at Eagle 


Ridge 


THE FORE BY FOUR INVITA- es and the ladies, Class B and 
tional tournament of the Eagle Class teams at the Norman and 
Ridge Golf and Country Club Aoki courses. 


blasts off today with 608 mem- 


А Rio de Oro lot put up by Sta. 


bers, guests and sponsors tack- Lucia Realty a Toyota Vios, a trip 
ling the challenges of ће four to Hong Kong via Philippine Air- 


championship courses in Gen. 
‘Trias, Cavite. 


lines and other prizes put up by 
LG, Petron, Texas Eagle/Turf Со, 


This year’s Fore by Four is tout- WG Golf, Callaway, Universal Turf 
ed as the biggest ever two-day Enterprises, Club Development, 
toumament to be held in the Corp, WFMC Trading, PacSports, 


country. With all entries guaran- 


HSBC, Microtel Inn&Suites and 


teed to play under the same con- Club Marinduque are up for 


ditions since they will ee-off and grabs. 
finish at the same time. 


Eagle Ridge project director en- 


Shotgun start is 8:30 am. for gineer Wini Gob said extensive 
both days with those in Class A, preparations for the event re- 


Class C and sponsors division quired major checks on all four 


tackling the Dye and Faldo cours- 


RP BET: Maico Buncio (third from left) shows his plaque, in recognition of 
his victories in the recent Shell Superbikes National Series and for 
dlinching the Underbone 125 Rider of the Year ttle using Yamaha R-6 and 
Yamaha X-I bikes. The 19-year-old rider will represent the country їп the 
2007 Yamaha Asean Cup Championship set Dec. 14-16 in Penang, 
Malaysia. Buncio is shown with (from left) FIM Motocross Asta president 


charity institutions 


ONE of JP Tuason’s photos taken by 
Raymund Isaac up for auction to benefit 


losses at the hands of the Air21 


The Realtors are coming off a Express and the Giants. 
come-from-behind win over the 


June Navarro 


Sports heroes 
pose for funds 


THE COUNTRY'S TOP SPORTS ICONS RE- 
cently gathered together and posed for a 
fundraising campaign. 

Multi-awarded race car driver JP Tuason, 
champion triathletes Tricia Chiongbian and 
Fred Uytengsu; sports couples and wakeboard 
champions Erie and Jeena Lopez; and 
Martha and Arthur King pose for photogra- 
pher Raymund Isaac for the Oakley Art Charity 
Fundraiser spearheaded by Oakley and its 
СЕО Ramesh Dargani. 

Their photos will be auctioned ой in a spe- 
cial event which hopes to raise over P180,000 
for various charities chosen by the icons like 
Bantay Bata, World Vision, Red Cross, Chil- 
dreris Hours, KIDS and Mabuhay Deseret. 

Also featured in the exhibit are actor Diether 
‘Ocampo, Fashionistas Tessa Prieto-Valdez and 
Tim Yap and rocker JJ Ortega. 


Benito, Beton keep kart crowns 


ROBY BENITO AND MARK BETON KEPT 
their crowns in the 8th Arthur Tuason 
Memorial Cup (ATMC) held at the Speed- 
zone in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City, recently. 

The 13-year-old Benito, coming from the 
tail end of the reverse grid Final Race, passed 
one driver after another until he wrested the 
lead on the sixth lap and kept it till the end to 
capture his first career back-to-back crown in 
the Petron Xes Expert division. 

Brandon Chin, a 17-year-old student of In- 
temational School-Manila and a discovery of 
the TRS Interschool Kartfest, emerged runner- 
up while Jennifer Tumambing settled for third. 

Marc Beton, a Manila Doctors student who 
placed third on the Interschool Kartfest Sprint 


‘crown over Brian del Val and Jemimah Isidro. 

This annual charity event raised a total of 
P140,000 which will benefit the Mabuhay De- 
seret Foundation—a charity institution that 
helps arrange treatment for less fortunate kids 
who are born with minor deformities and in 
need of corrective surgery. 

Tuason Racing School Founding president 
JP Tuason, son of legendary racing champ 
Arthur Tuason, turned over the proceeds to 
Mabuhay Deseret Foundation representative 
Michael Johnson during the awarding rites. 

Sharing the limelight was Aira Medrano 
who clocked a fastest laptime of 60.705 sec- 
ondsas she led from start to finish to clinch the 
Cadet 60 crown over Martin Philip Azurin and 


Macky Carapiet, Yamaha Motorcycle Philippines director Yano Takeshi, 
‘Yamaha adviser Yamaura Shin and Namssa president Ken Falco. 


| Pichay gets BAP presidency 


THE BASKETBALL ASSOCIA- “I plan to devote much time В. Villafuerte, BAP chair; Davao 
tion of the Philippines remains with the ВАР and be a hands-on del Sur Gov. Douglas Ra. Саас, 
committed to uplifting local working president, and notjusta ВАР vice chair; Tisha Abundo, 
caging with new officers and paper president" said Pichay BAP vice chair; Christian Tan, 
program of activities fpr 2008.  whois.also the chair ofthe Feder- BAP executive vice president; 
In a special session of the BAP ation of School Sports Associa- and Tanduay executive Wilson 
National Congress held Wednes- tion ofthe Philippines (Fessap). — Young, BAP vice president for Lu- 
day former congressman Pros- — Pichaydecaredhewouldcon- zon. 
pero Pichay was elected the new centrate on developing home- ^ Among the events slated for 
BAP president. grown talents rather than rely on 2008 are the National Basketball 
Pichay, concurrently thie head фе quick-fix policy of acquiring League tourney in January and 
of the Philippine Chess Federa- talents from abroad. the 62nd National Students Bas- 
tion, replaces the resigned Go Showing up in yesterdays ketball Championships in Cebu 
‘Teng Kok. meeting were Congressman Luis City from Feb. 24-March 1. 


parts in today's staging of DMG Zabong 5- 
‘cock derby, featuring more than 80 fights, at 
Pasay City Cockpit. 

Hosts JV Magsaysay and Dicky Gonzales. 
staked a guaranteed prize of P500,000. 

Ina rare showdown, cockers of Zam- 
bales, Bataan and Olongapo (Zabong 
group) will collide with Metro Manila derby- 
ists, said pit manager Eric dela Rosa. 


class, copped the Standard Insurance Novice third placer Edric Go. 


Salpukan resumes Monday 
THREE MORE ELIMINATION ROUNDS: 

will be staged on Dec. 17, 19 and 22 іп соп- 
nection with the Pamaskong Salpukan 6- 
cock derby of Макай Coliseum. 

‘Those who will compete on Monday 
‘must present their entries at Makati Colise- 
uma day before the event, starting 2 p.m. 

‘The blockbuster event, which has attract- 
ed 118 entries so far, offers РЗ million, one 
brand new Toyota Innova and one passen- 


КЕР LUIS Villafuerte lates | Pic (right). 
ger jeepney for an entry fee of P11,000. ‘congratulates Prospero Pichay (right). 
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DOC RIVERS: 
the storm happens 


Celtics 
coach, too, 


wants title 
badly 


BOSTON—DEREK FISHER OF THE 
LA Lakers summed it up perfectly. He 
called the current Celtics situation 
“the perfect storm." And it's not just 
the presence of three title-starved, vet- 
eran players all pointing to one com- 
mon goal. Fisher sees someone else in 
that storm: Doc Rivers. 

"He never won it as a player, so this 
has got to be a big thing for him,” Fish- 
ersaid. 

Tris. But, as Rivers noted, “It’s only a 
perfect storm if the storm happens.” 

‘And we won't know that until the 
spring. 

But as much as Kevin Garnett, Ray 
Allen, and Paul Pierce want to get that 
elusive first championship, their col- 
lective desire in no way surpasses that 
of their coach. 

Think about it: As a player, Rivers 
never played in an NBA Finals (al- 
though his team did). As a coach, he's 
never even wona playoff series. He 
wants it every bit as badly as his play- 
ers, 

"When he was а player, he had 
longevity" said Rivers agent and 
longtime pal, Lonnie Cooper. “He was 
never an All-Star. And think he had 
an empty feeling when he retired that 
he never played for a champion." 

Rivers’ Atlanta Hawks teams in the 
1980s were good, just not good 
enough. They never could get by 
Boston or Detroit or Chicago. 


Never had a chance 

“In that time, we believed we had a 
chance, we really did,” said Randy 
Wittman, Rivers’ backcourt mate in 
Atlanta and йом the coach of the Tim- 
berwolves. "But we just couldn't get 
over the hump. 

After leaving Atlanta, Rivers came 
close to getting a ring. In 1993, he 
played 77 games for the Knicks, who 
had the best record in the Eastern 
Conference. He appeared in all 15 
playoff games, averaging 30-plus min- 
utes a game. But that team went down 
in the conference finals to the eventu- 
al champion Bulls; the indelible mem- 
ory of that series is Charles Smith hav- 
ing his shot blocked time and again at 
the conclusion of Game 5. The Bulls, 
who were down, 0-2, in that series, 
won the last four. 

“That New York feeling has been 
never erased,” Rivers said. "T still don’t 
like to talk about it. It brings back too 
much." 

In 1994, the Knicks went to the Fi- 
nals, but Rivers was injured—he 
played only 19 games in the regular 
season—and did not participate in the 
postseason. 

The Knicks lost to Houston in seven. 

Аза coach, his Orlando teams 
scrapped and made the playoffs—and 
unfailingly lost in the first round. He's 
had three Boston teams and only one 
of them—the first—made it to the 
postseason. 


Opportunity 

"I didn’t see any of this happening,” 
he said. “Then, all of a sudden, it 
changes so quickly and you can't help 
but be excited. You want to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunity, but its re- 
ally up to you to do it." 

So far, 18-2 after 20 games indicates 
things are going well. 

Does Garnett sense the same 
hunger in his coach that he knows is. 
there in him, and in Allen and Pierce? 

"I sense that he recognizes the 
hunger in us," Garnett said. "And it's 
vice versa. As much as he wants it, we 
wantit” 

New York Times News Service 


PHILIPPINE DALLY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


AS 


Raptors hold off Mavs 


Celtics conquer Kings despite 
poor shooting; Nuggets score 


TORONTO—CHRIS BOSH SCORED 


17 POINTS TO LEAD THE TORONTO 


Raptors to their third successive win with a 92-76 victory over the Dallas 


Mavericks on Wednesday. 

Kris Humphries had 16 points and 12 
rebounds for the Raptors (13-10), who 
were without injured guard TJ Ford, 
‘who was kept overnight in an Atlanta 
hospital on Tuesday after hitting his 
head on the floor following a foul by the 
‘Hawks’ Al Horford. 

Ford, who has a history of back and 
neck injuries that kept him out of the en- 
tire 2004-05 season, was cleared of any 
serious injury and returned to Toronto 
‘on Wednesday. 

“We just hope we can get him past this 
and when he feels up to it, he'll let me. 
know," said Toronto coach Sam Mitchell. 
“We are relieved he's feeling better" 

Ford, who sat on the Toronto bench in 
the second quarter and received a stand- 
ing ovation from the sell-out crowd of 
19,800, said there was no timetable for 
hisretum. 

“I don't know how long ГЇ be out, it 
all depends on how quickly my body re- 
covers,” said Ford. 

‘The Raptors turned in a strong defen- 
sive performance against the Mavericks 
(149), who scored a seasorlow in 
points. 

“You have to play great defense to win 
in the playoffs and we did that,” said 
Bosh. “Tm really proud of my team 
mates.” 

In Indianapolis, Kareem Rush scored 
22 points to lead the Indiana Pacers toa 
117-102 win over the Chicago Bulls on 
Wednesday night in a wild game that 
featured five technical fouls and two 
ejections, 

Jamaal Tinsley added 18 points and 
eight assists for Indiana in first home 
game since he was shot at, but unhurt, 
early Sunday moming in downtown In- 
dianapolis. 

Indiana coach Jim O'Brien was called 
for a technical foul with the Pacers trail- 
ing 38-24. 

The Bulls were leading 41-36 with 
3:51 left in the second quarter when 
Chicago forward Tyrus Thomas took ex- 
ception to a hard foul by Indiana center 
‘Troy Murphy and responded by shoving 


him in the face. Murphy swung back 
and players from both teams intervened 
before things escalated. 

In Houston, Tracy McGrady scored 29 
points and Yao Ming added 21 poir 
and 13 rebounds as the Rockets nearly 
entered the record book for foul shot fu 
tility before beating Detroit, 80-77. 

The Rockets missed 14 of their first 15 
shots from the line, before finishing 6- 
for-22 (27 percent) 

In Philadelphia, Samuel Dalembert 
had 18 points, 11 rebounds and tied 
a career high with nine blocked 
shots as the 76ers edged Minnesota, 
98.94. 

In Charlotte, Raymond Felton 
scored 26 points and keyed a fourth- 
quarter surge to lead the Bobcats past 
the Los Angeles Clippers, 108-103. 

1а Boston, rookie Glen Davis had 16 
points and nine rebounds, and made all 
10 of his free throws in his first career 
startas the Celtics remained unbe 
home with a 90-78 rout of the Sac 
mento Kings. Boston improved tc 
NBA-best 18 

In New York, Keri 
points, and fellow 


Durant ж 


ed 30 
rookie Jeff 


d nine assists to 


had 32 points, includ- 

ing a three-point play 

with 38.4 seconds left, helping the 
Nuggets trip New Orleans, 105-99. 

In Portland, Oregon, Travis Outlaw 
scored 22 points and had eight re- 
bounds to help the Trail Blazers to their 
fifth straight victory a 105-95 win over 


NS 


ORLANDO Magic forward Dwight Howard scores off a dunk against the 
Milwaukee Bucks. Howard's heroics, however, failed to lift che Magic. » 
Golden State. tooth—had 29 points and 11 assists as 

In Phoenix, Steve Nash— playing half фе Suns nipped Utah, 103-98. Reuters, 
the game with a chipped front AP 


IOC formally erases Jones from records 


LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND—DONT 
look for Marion Jones name in the 
Olympic record books any more. As far 
as the IOC is concerned, her five-medal 
performance at the 2000 Sydney Games 
never happened. 

Jones was erased from the Olympic 
records Wednesday when the IOC for- 
mally stripped her of her three gold and 
two bronze medals. Once the world's 
biggest track and field star, Jones is now 
Justa disgraced drug cheat. 

"She is disqualified and scrapped 
from the results,” IOC president Jacques 


Rogge said at the close of a three-day 
executive board meeting. 

The International Olympic Commit- 
tee also banned Jones from attending 
next year’s Beijing Olympics in any ca- 
pacity and said it could bar her from fu- 
ture games. 

The IOC postponed a decision on re- 
distributing her medals, including 
whether to strip her eight American re- 
lay teammates and whether to upgrade 
doping-tainted Greek sprinter Katerina 
Thanou to gold in the 100. 

Jones won gold medals in the 100 


meters, 200 meters and 1,600-meter re- 
lay in Sydney, and bronze in the long 
jump and 100-meter relay. She was the 
first female track and field athlete to 
win five medals at a single Olympics. 

In addition to stripping her Sydney 
medals, the 10C disqualified Jones from 
her fifth-place finish in the long jump at 
the 2004 Athens Olympics. 

Jones had already handed back her 
medals. The IOC said it would now ask 
the US Olympic Committee to get Jones 
to retur the diplomas she received for 
competing in Sydney and Athens. 


TAUFIK Hidayat finds himself again in the center of controversy after an argument with game officials. 


‘Bad boy Taufik ordered off court 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAI- 
land—Olympic badminton champi- 
оп Taufik Hidayat was ordered off 
the courts by security staff after a 
heated standoff with match officials 
at the Southeast Asian (SEA) 
Games on Wednesday. 

‘After beating Malaysian Yeoh Kay 
Bin to scrape through to the semifi- 
nals, the irate Indonesian gestured an- 
grily at a line judge and waved his 
racket in the umpire's face before re- 
Juctantly shaking his hand and march- 
ing off the court. 

Moments later, when he returned to 


the courts to calm down, a shirtless 
Taufik began remonstrating with wor- 
ried-looking volunteers and officials 
before security guards surrounded 
him and told him to leave. 

Taufik, 26, was unhappy with Thai 
officials handling of his game, seeing 
a link with the title chances of fellow 
semifinalist and home favorite Boon- 
sak Ponsana. 

Ponsana eventually lost to Singa- 
porean Yen Hui Kendrick Lee. 

“IF the Thais want to win the gold 
medal so much, ГЇ just give it to 
them,” a furious Taufik told Reuters. 


"The judging was terrible, bad calls 
happened to me so many times. I told 
him (the umpire) never to do that to 
another player.” 

The former world champion added: 
“I don't know what happened there, 1 
don't know why they had to call secu- 
rity They said I wasn’t allowed to sit in 
these seats because they're VIP seats, 
but all the Thai players have been sit- 
ting here for days.” 

Taufik is one of badmintoris most 
colorful characters and is as famous for 
his talent as he is for his fiery tempera- 
mentand bad boy persona. Reuters 


Last month, the International Associ- 
ation of Athletics Federations erased all 
of Jones results dating to September 
2000, but it was up to the IOC to for- 
mally disqualify her and revoke her 
Olympic medals. 

“The issue has been damaging for 
Miss Jones, that goes without saying,” 
Rogge said. “I still think that this is a 
good thing for the fight against doping. 
The more athletes we can catch, the 
more credible we are, the more deter- 
rent effect we will have and the more we 


are going to protect clean athletes.” АР 


US golfers 
ready for 
drug tests 


THOUSAND OAKS, CALIFORNIA—TIGER, 
Woods said Wednesday that drug testing on 
the US PGA Tour will start July 8, and he is 
about halfway through the tour's anti-doping 
manual sent to players earlier this month. 

“It’s unbelievable how thick this thing 
is," Woods said after his pro-am round at 
the Target World Challenge, the final tour- 
nament of the year. “It’s a lot to get 
through. I haven't gotten to the drug list 
yet.” 

But he's not worried about the testing, 
which will start Tuesday after his AT&T Na- 
tional at Congressional, saying he has been 
on the same nutritional program for years. 

“I think it will help," Woods said of drug 
testing. “1 certainly don’t think it can hurt 
the game.” 

‘The tour released an outline of the anti- 
doping policy last month, and it sent play- 
ers a comprehensive manual on Dec. 1. 
That was the first step in an intensive edu- 
cation program that will extend through 
June. Players must attend an anti-doping 
policy meeting in January, and they will 
have access to a 24-hour telephone service 
for questions about various substances. 

Not everyone has started plowing 
through the manual. 

US Masters champion Zach Johnson said he 
sent his to his trainer, and wasn't aware there 
was a mandatory meeting in January. АР 


P4 MILLION WORTH OF THE HOTTEST GADGETS TO BE GIVEN AWAY! 


Ngayon, mas pinasaya pa ng leader ang mobile internet browsing mo! 
10 for every ЗО minutes lang, no per kilobyte charging pa! 
May chance ka pang manalo ng Sony Playstation 3, Nokia N95 handset, 
Ipod Touch, Nintendo Wii or а Macbook. Kaya mag-online na sa iyong 
SMART cellphone ог use itas a modem for your laptop or desktop. 


Free registration — join now! 
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Peso seen breaking into 40:$1 next week 


"xzuuress OFW inflows continue to boost local currency jN THIS ISSUE 


CURRENCIES By Doris C. Dumlao up by western central banks’ After closing at the days 


-— concerted intervention against highs over the last few days, the 

ina THE PESO CONTINUED TO STRENGTHEN global credit squeeze. highs overthe st рыс ЕЗ Tanduay 
i i а. Currency traders suspected to close at the intra-day low yes- 

against the dollar, surging to a new seven and-a- е Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas terday. However, the peso stil gets 

half-year high of 41.10 before closing at 41.24 оп of buying dollars at the days gained by 7 centavos from Victorias 


i " i]. реак of 41.10 yesterday morn- Wednesday's finish of 41.31 to 
strong holiday remittances from overseas Fil. е ер у the greenback stake /B8 
NOVEMBER ‘DECEMBER ipinos and a regional currency market propped cal currency’ appreciation. PESO! 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE 
m ‘ 
741.24 = S 1 
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STOCK MARKET 
PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 


Only the best can make you feel better. 


Medical Center 
One of the world's best 


(See stock market report on Page B6) 


Shares close 0.6% higher 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 0.6 
percent higher as the market bounced 
back after a three-day slump, dealers 

said. 

They sald Investors saw the recent 
slump as excessive considering a strong 
domestic economy, although thay re- 
trained from buying aggressively given 
the continuing volatility on Wall Street. 

‘The composite index closed up 20.62 4 А 2 
points at 3,626.21 off the day's high of Ў $ К j n 
3,630.25. Volume amounted to 1.4 billion 3 n 
shares valued at P4.8 Шоп ($116.7 mil 4 тА 3 i T 
Ton). ЕЕ 3 -- : 

There were 55 galners and as many de- ч j 


three sessions provided a good invest- 

ment opportunity," said Lawrence de 

Leon of Accord Capital Equities. 
SHARES B8 


Gov't to cut 
charges on 
remittances 


By Michelle V. Remo 


cliners, with 65 stocks unchanged. The ‘2 2 Е. s ү 
broader all-share Index rose 14.11 points B : = 
10 2,221 48. i 

"The market's downturn in the past : 2 


FINANCE OFFICIALS HAVE TAKEN TO THE 
next level the effort to cushion dollar-earn- 
ing Filipino workers abroad from the impact 
ofa surging peso, hoping to soon set in place 
а key measure that would shave off institu- 
tional charges on remittances. 

In a statement, the Department of Fi- 
nance said government financial institu- 
tions (GFls) were told to reduce charges 
collected from overseas Filipino workers 
sending money to their families here. 

Already, officials of Land Bank of the 
Philippines are going over details of the 
proposed rate cut, the DOF said. 

“Responding to the concerns of the over- 
seas Filipinos and exporters is a priority of 
the administration,” Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves said in a statement. “The 
DOF is working to help protect these key 
ed enr емы Шр me We know nothing matters more to you than the 
Euer Po а : health of your loved ones. With St. Luke's Health 


The DOF also said Treasury bonds specif- i Gift Certificates, you take care of that concern and 
ically meant for OFWs would be issued ear- a whole lot more. You give your lovedones the gift 
ly next year. 


OFWs who choose to invest in the bonds 1 of health and underprivileged patients the gift of 
are assured of yields higher than that of- hope. Purchase gift certificates in P500 and P1,000 


uc o ro nomination, ог for specific services, and make 
‘The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas has been den 5 pe A 


urging the national government, through the wise decision for everyone this Christmas. 
the DOF to float bonds tailor-fit for OFWs. 
Monetary authorities had said income from 
bond investments would help offset losses 
resulting from the rise of the peso. 

‘The peso recently broke into the 41-to-a- 
dollar territory—much stronger than the 
47 to 49 assumed by the government's eco- YMD(6963). _ А 
nomic managers when they drafted the |? М n егу wi t шагу 31,2008 7770 eee rae 
budget and fiscal programs for the year. ” » девы 

As of end-November, the peso averaged 
42.798 to a dollar, appreciating by over 8 
percent from the 46.549 recorded for the 
whole of 2006. 

Ап appreciating peso results in a lower 
rate of exchange, devaluing the dollars 
OFWs remit to their families here. It like- 
wise makes Philippine-made goods more 
expensive in dollar terms, making them less 
competitive in the global market. 279 E. Rodriguez sr. Bivd., Quezon City 1102, Philippines * типе: 723-0101/0301 + Emall: InfoGstiuke.com.ph « Website: www.sttuke.com.ph 

соулувз 
à ` 


An International Affilate Of: 
New York-Presbyterian Hospital 
Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Weill Cornell Medical College of Cornell University 
опа 
Memorial Sioan-Kettering Cancer Center 


By Ronnel Domingo 


‘THE BASES CONVERSION DEVEL- 
opment Authority is looking at a 
third bidding for its 1.2-hectare 
prime property at the Bonifacio 
Global City as the second auction 
held in November failed. 

The planned third bidding 
would be part of the BCDA's asset 
disposition plan for 2008, from 
which it expects to raise at least 
P4.67 billion. 

BCDA officials said the second 
bidding failed because only one of 
the 10 pre-qualified bidders sub- 
mitted an offer and that the lone 
bidder even failed to complete the 
required documents. 

The agency expected that the 
lot, known as the site for the Gov- 
ernmeht Center for Investments 
or the Expanded Big Delta Lot, 
would yield at least P1.9 billion 
for the state coffers as it was worth 
at least P160,000 per square me- 
ter. 

In a briefing, BCDA president 


Narciso L. Abaya said the agency 
planned to review the terms of ref- 
erence used in the past two auc- 
tions and have some of its provi- 
sions relaxed so as to attract serious 
bidders. 

Companies that have shown in- 
terest in the property included Аз- 
cendas, Filinvest Land, IPM Realty 
Corp., Landco Pacific, ML&H Corp., 
Net-Trump Group, Philtown Inc. 
Robinsons Land, Ayala Land Inc. 
and Century Properties. 

“We may reconsider a provision 
in the TOR that provides that the 
bidder should have a ready substi- 
‘tute facility," Abaya said. 

This requirement was supposed 
to allow the BCDA to bid out the 
property even if it was mortgaged 
with Banco de Oro. 

‘Aileen Zosa, BCDA vice presi- 
dent, said the agency mortgaged 
the property to secure a standby fa- 
cility amid anticipation of a short- 
fall in funds for its Subic-Clark-Tar- 
lac Expressway project. 

Zosa said BCDA could now af- 
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BCDA eyes 3rd bidding for 1.2-ha Fort Boni lot 


Agency considers relaxing terms of reference 


ford to relax this provision of the 
TOR because the agency had just 
signed a P4-billion syndicated 
loan facility with a group of four 
lenders meant to cover the fund 
shortfall. 

She said the proposed develop- 
ment of the property was medium 
to high-density mixed-use develop- 
ment—such as for commercial, res- 
idential, recreational and institu- 
tional uses. 

‘Aside from the Expanded Big 
Delta property, BCDA plans to dis- 
pose of next year the 1.3-hectare 
Villamor Driving Range which is ex- 
pected to generate P195 million 
and the 2.l-hectare PA SEG lot 
worth about P150.2 million. 

The BCDA also plans to bid out 
the 7-hectare North Bonifacio lot 
worth about P700 million and the 
6.3-hectare NCBD Lots worth P1.7 
billion. 

The BCDA expects long-term 
earnings from the North Bonifacio 
lots to reach P2 billion and from the 
NCBD lots, P3 billion. 


‘UNILEVER PHILIPPINES 
Inc. is launching early 
next year a P1,2-billion 
deodorant factory, as it 
expects further growth 
їп its overall business in 
the country and its ex- 
port operations. 

Sanjiv S. Mehta, com- 
pany chair and chief exec- 
utive, said in a roundtable 
discussion with the In- 
quirer Business staff that 
the facility being built in 
the vicinity of the firmis 
headquarters in Manila 
would produce sticks and 
roll-on deodorant. 

* Mehta said Unilever's 
business—which is 
about P30 billion a 
year—was projected to 
grow 12 percent in 2007 
compared to the 3-4 per- 


“Our 


MEHTA 
cent range observed in 
the previous five years. 
Its products include 
fabric cleaning and fabric 
care solutions, shampoo, 
skin care, deodorant, oral 
care, tea, ice cream and 
savory food mixes. 


year means we have gained 
‘market share,” Mehta said. 


Unilever to open P1.2-B 
deodorant plant.in early '08 


“But 


try our products.” 


He said that, for in- 
stance, penetration rate for 
the the domestic deodorant 
market was just 18 percent. 

Unilever's roll-on and 
stick deodorants, which 
are available under the 


NROESSOMEA Rexona and 


In 


growth rate this 


(o sustain such 
growth), we need to fur- 
ther penetrate the market 
and make more consumers 


brands, were the compa- 
пуз biggest export earn- 
ers. It is also exporting 
Selecta ice cream and 
Knorr savory food mixes. 
2004, Unilever 
started exporting mini- 
stick deodorant to the 
United States in a bid to 
expand its overseas mar- 
kets that include at least 


20 countries in Central 
Eastern Europe and Asi: 

In May of that year, the 
company had marked the 
milestone of having pro- 
duced 100 million mini- 
sticks, 60 percent of 
which were shipped out 
of the country. 

Company officials ex- 
plained that the strong 
following of the mini- 
stick was due to its mak- 
ing the cost of deodorant 
affordable to consumers. 

Unilever started its de- 
odorant export program 
through tapping third- 
party manufacturers of 
the container and of the 
body odor-fighting stick. 

Unilever has been in 
the country for 80 years. 

Ronnel W. Domingo 
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Best annual report 


FOR THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR, 
MacroAsia Corp., a holding company with in- 
terests in aviation support and logistics ser- 
vices, won the Best Annual Report Award. 

Tt topped this year's contest which is held 
annually under the auspices of the Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines, Busi- 
nessWorld and Philippine Stock Exchange. 

The award is the third for MacroAsia, as it 
was also the winner for 2002 (the first year 
of the contest) and 2005. Aboitiz Transport 
‘System Corp. and PLDT garnered the plum 
award for 2003 and 2004, respectively. 

The first runner-up in this year's contest 
is Globe Telecom, with Manila Water Co. 
taking second runner-up honors. 

The 71 publicly listed companies that partici- 
pated in the contest were evaluated on the basis 
of the following criteria: compliance and disdo- 
sure (60 percent), corporate governance (30 
percent) and user friendliness (10 percent). 

‘The compliance and disclosure criterion 
requires the observance of International Ac- 
counting Standards and the rules prescribed 
by the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas and PSE in 
the preparation of financial statements. 


Accounting rules 

A premium Б given to this benchmark because 
itis the investors principal source of information 
about the financial health of a corporation. 

If significant business events happen af- 
ter the financial statements have been sub- 
mitted, the corporations are obliged to re- 
port, within specific periods of time, those 
incidents to the corporation's primary regu- 
latory agency and the PSE. 

MacroAsia performed with flying colors in this 
arierion—3.6 percent short of a perfect score. 

Except for some minor slip-ups, the cor- 
poration’s financial statements complied 
with the prescribed accounting and disclo- 
sure standards. 

The accompanying notes were systemati- 
cally arranged, and appropriate references 
were made to the applicable accounting 
rules to assist the reader in appreciating the 
significance of the facts and figures cited. 

"The absence of foomotes—which was stan- 
dard fare for financial statements prior to 
2005—п MacroAsias report shows its grasp of 
the letter and spirit of the new accounting rules. 

After all, the rules were drafted to, among 
other reasons, do away with foomotes. The en- 
tries should be able to stand on their own with- 
ош further explanation. 


Corporate governance 
The criterion on corporate governance aims 
to examine the way the board of directors and 


Raul J. Palabrica „Ф 3 


management protect and promote the inter- 
ests ofthe corporation's stakeholders. 

What measures have been adopted to en- 
sure fairness and transparency in the treat- 
ment of stockholders and creditors? 

Does the company have an effective risk 
management program? Is there a credible 
mechanism for the election of independent 
directors? 

The Code of Corporate Governance that 
the SEC issued in 2002 serves as a guide in 
determining whether or not a corporation 
has lived up to the ideals of responsible and 
responsive management. 

MacroAsia did well in this area too. 

Consistent with the Code of Corporate 
Governance, it separated and clearly de- 
fined the duties and responsibilities of its 
chair and president. 

The internal and external audit functions 
were made independent from each other. 

Its two independent directors were ap- 
pointed to the three committees that the 
Code considers critical to good corporate 
governance, namely, nomination, audit and 
compensation. 


Pleasant reading 

The criterion on user-friendliness rests on 
the premise that the annual report is only as 
good as it is read by its target audience. 

In looking into a report's readability quo- 
tient, attention is given to its visual impact, 
the quality and relevance of images used, 
and readability. 

This is an area in the preparation of an- 
nual reports that accountants and lawyers, 
in my opinion, play a minor role. 

Not because CPAs and pafieros don’t have 
a sense of art, but, lets admit it, numbers 
and legalese hardly make good background. 
material for determining what makes a page 
attractive and friendly to the eyes. 

MacroAsia also scored high in this criteri- 
0n—0.67 percent short of a perfect 10. 

Its report used a font that was easy io 
read. The photo illustrations had sufficient 
breathing space between them. 

Except for the individual pictures of the 
key officers, the rest were action photos. 
There was none of the "firing squad" poses 

ветува 
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BSP to relax rules on banks’ real estate lending · 
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emment’s definition, low- 
cost housing refers to resi- 
dential units worth below P2 
million while socialized hous- 
ing refers to those worth 
P300,000 and below. 

The 30 percent limit on ex- 
posure in the volatile proper- 
ty sector was set by the BSP 
shortly before the Asian cur- 
rency crisis erupted, after 
banking regulators found evi- 
dence that banks were be- 
coming speculative on their 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 
the Asian currency crisis 10 
years ago, the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas is set to relax cer- 
tain restrictions on real estate 
loans to allow banks and bor- 
rowers to benefit from an 
emerging property boom. 
The Monetary Board has 
started discussions on а 
framework that will enable 
‘commercial banks to increase 
their disbursements of real 


estate loans without Е 


exceeding the 30- 
помаду oy 
g: 
d = 


provement of 
units. 


„percent limit on 
banks lending to 
this industry BSP 
sources said. 

This would be 
done by exempting 
from the 30-percent 
property limit cer- 
tain items, such as 
socialized and low- 
cost housing, hous- 
ing loans covered by 
the state-owned 
Housing Guaranty hate feet ma 
Corp. (HGC) and in- 
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real estate exposure. At that 
time, commercial banks were 
required to observe an aggre- 
gate limit on real estate loans 
of not more than 30 percent 
of their respective total loan 
portfolio, including loans not 
exceeding P3.5 million to fi 
nance the acquisition or im- 
residential 


With the proposed exemp- 


Г АСЕ ЗААТСН! & ЗААТСН! 


NAMES MATT SEDDON 
NEW PRESIDENT AND CEO 


Successful "Turnaround Мап" Rejoins 
Saatchi After Stint as 
Vice Chairman of JWT Philippines 


Arthur S. Young Jr, Chairman of Ace 
Saatchi & Saatchi today announced the 
appointment of Matt Seddon as the 
agency's new President and CEO. With 
more than 15 years spent in Asia build- 
ing leading agency franchises, and turn- 
ing around ailing offices across South- 
east Asia, Mr. Seddon is expected to ac- 
celerate the revitalization and new 
growth of the Philippines’ oldest adver- 


tising house. offices! ability to win national and inter- 


national creative awards. Mr. Seddon 
also built the Saatchi & Saatchi Vietnam 
office from the ground up. 

“I'm thrilled to join the Ace Saatchi & 


“Matt's joining us is a transformation- 
al hire - he's brought success and 
awards to his previous jobs and has built 
a reputation as a turnaround expert. We 


have every expectation that he'll em- 
power and enable Ace Saatchi & 
Saatchi to become the Philippines’ No. 
1 advertising agency once again," said 
Mr. Young. 

Priorto joining Ace Saatchi & Saachi, 
Mr. Seddon was Vice Chairman of JWT 
Philippines and CEO of Saatchi & 
Saatchi Malaysia. In both stints, Mr. 
Seddon was credited with improving 
agency profitability and increasing each 


Saatchi team, and to come home to the 
Saatchi network. The Saatchi name is 
still the gold standard in advertising and 
we're going to make the Manila office 
glitter. Arthur and his new team have 
done an impressive job of transforming 
Асе Saatchi & Saatchi and winning sig- 
nificant new business for the agency 
and I'm excited to help drive this trans- 
formation and new growth further," con- 
cluded Seddon 


tion from the aggregate in- out inter-bank 
dustry limit, BSP sources said P1.65 trillion. 
banks could now increase re- Counted as part of real es- 
al estate lending while stick- tate loans at present were 
ing to prudential limits. funds released for the acqui- 
Based on the BSP’s latest sition of residential property 
data, the banking system's land and individual units, 
average loan exposure in the purchase of commercial 
real estate sector amounted property, development of 
to P179.7 billion or only subdivision for housing, in- 
about 10 percent of the in- dustrial park, commercial 
dustrys loan portfolio (with- property, memorial park, of- 


loans) of fice or residential condominium and con- 
struction of infrastructure project. 
Tn a separate interview, BSP Deputy Gov- 


ernor for bank supervision and examina- 
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‚ Task force set up to assist fishermen in Cebu 


By Amy R. Remo Aquaculture passed on Wednesday a reso- Last Nov. 15, the Department of Energy Со. within 7 square kilometers would present the proposed 
lution creating а task force that will prepare imposed a temporary fishing ban in ап area іп the Tañon Strait. compensation package to the 
‘THE NATIONALAGRICULTURE AND FISH- а compensation package for fishermen af- reserved for oil and gas exploratory drilling Estimated to remain in force affected fishermen, the DOE 
eries Council Committee on Fisheries and fected by a fishing ban in Cebu. activities of Japan Petroleum Exploration for two months, the ban is ex- and Japex for approval. 
pected to affect 1,500 fisher- It said the task force was also 
men in the municipalities of expected to convince the parties 
Aloguinsan and Pinamungajan to agree on the proposed com- 
in Cebu, which have an aggre- pensation package. 
gate fishing revenue of about Currently, Japex had provid- 
P95 million per year. ed only one sack of rice to each 
In a statement, nongovern- registered fisherfolk in the af- 
ment organization Tambuyog fected area as disturbance com- 
Development Center said the pensation. 
task force, which has yet to be However, Tanchuling said ће 
named, would come up with а opportunity cost of a two- 
just compensation package month fishing ban should 
based on fishing-income studies amount roughly to P16 million, 
done by both the government oraboutP10,600 for every fish- 
and NGOs. erman, given the aggregate re 
ThetaskforceischairedbyBu- enue of the two affected muni 
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re- ` ipalities. 
3 ‘sources assistant director for ad- He also pointed out that the 
Ps brig hter » ministrative service Benjamin amountdid not yet take into ac- 
2400 lamens 3 ^ | Tabios with the following as count the cost that would ensue 
members: Tambuyog executive from accidents like oil spills 
with free printer!” Fom a meting oom to per pn qoom infocus Werk ig director Arsenio Tanchuling; from the exploration site. 
Меаца come sume, ея are penusied amd the pico KIA atic Hr OE UNE 
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Sharpest images, richest colors and all the power you need to www.intecus.com Ordoñez; representatives from sult to injury if we delay giving 
‘2yearwarranty enhance and ilüstrate your ideas. the environment and energy de- the fishermen just compensa- 
AG a 5 " partments; and Arvin Donan, а Чоп for a fishing ban that had 
Wallmount/ ке representative from already denied them fete m 
а inamungajan. mary means of livelihood for 
Enjoy P8,000 more savings! Tripod Screen CEE- 9 Tambuyog said the task force two months,” said Tanchuling. 
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логист san T sa “=~ =| Pinamungajan fishers 
ЕЕК - 
and Sumilao farmers 


By Ernesto M. Ordoñez truth and had asked for com- 


т pensation they did not deserve. 
an ASONIG А 3 THEPINAMUNGAJANFISHERS That this may be the case in 
Е and Sumilao farmers have Pinamungajan was hotly con- 

x 5 j something in common. tested by Donan. 

7 In their quest for justice, they 
ideas for life е ferries Yaak force 

Instead, they chose the path of То his credit, the DOE official 
peace and legal procedures, agreed to look more closely into 
which the Alyansa Agrikultura this situation. The NAFC com- 


The Ideal Fusion of Ease and Design Sees die sont, The NC com 


When the Ё: uphold фе 
i i icati normal process эз rinciple — of 
The Next Logical Step in Communications тора рох COMMENTARY т а 
innovative and tion for dis- 
ital di Ph =. creative ways should be tied, placed füberm and created a 
i еп even these fail, the temp- task force headed by Bureau о 
9 Digi tal Cordless ones / tation to resort to violence еѕса- Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
lates. (BFAR) Assistant Director Ben- 
It is therefore imperative that jamin Tabios. 
A government reacts responsively Initially, TDC's Sonny 
KX-TG3531 BX : to these initiatives. Otherwise, Batungbacal rejected this pro- 
са { all sides will be harmed in the posal: “The affected fishers 
conflict, with everybody losing. have been going hungry for one 
^3 С УА month already, and the task 
‘on Handset | Ой and gas exploration force may take months before it 
ae In our Nov. 30 commentary, takes action.” 

“Letters, not Bombs,” it was re- However, he withdrew his 
ported that the Pinamungajan objection when Tabios said the 
Cebu fishers decided in their task force would not reinvent 
Nov. 28 meeting that they the wheel, and would instead 
would use peaceful means (Че- thoroughly review the two sur- 
ters") rather than violence veys that had already been con- 
(“bombs”) to resolve what they ducted. If found valid, action 

considered a great injustice to would immediately be taken. 

them. 

The issue arose because Sumilaofarmers option 
1,200 fishers, who had been Donan engaged the govern- 
banned from fishing in an area ment in a possible win-win solu- 
reserved for ой and gas ex- tion Though initially disheartened 
ploratory drilling, were entitled Бу the initial government insensi- 
to only a sack of rice (worth tivity and neglect of their plight, 
P1,000) a month to make up for the fishers chose the peaceful way 
the income they lost аз а result and may soon get justice. 
of the ban. The creation of the task force 

The two estimates of the av- may result in a double victory: A 
erage monthly income аге win for the fishers because they 
P7,695 from a municipal survey will get just compensation, and 
(partly funded by а prestigious a win for the nation because we 
KX-TG3510 BX 2 international organization), will get a chance to discover the 

i is and P5,300 from Tambuyog De- oil and gas we bailly need. 
Black 2 velopment Center (TDC). Виш Similarly, the option of a team 
whether it is P7,695 or P5,300, effort with the Sumilao farmers 
the P1,000 sack of rice is clearly as crucial partners should be ex- 
unjust compensation. It is not plored. In the past, San Miguel 
enough for a fisher’s family to Corp. has benefited many com 
survive onforawhole month. farmers by giving them higher 

But there is good news. and more stable prices because 

Despite the suggestions of ОЁ its processing facilities. These 
some fishers to resort to vio- facilities were in the original plan 
lence, the peaceful path was for Sumilao. 
chosen. Ithas produced promis- The Sumilao farmers should, 
ing results. of course, get justice. But in ad 

‘With letters and intensive fol- tion, like the Pinamungajan fish- 
low-ups by Arben Donan, chair ers, they should also consider 
of the Pinamungajan Fisheries proposing and participating in a 
and Aquatic Resources Manage- nonviolent win-win solution. 
ment Council (PFARMC), а A creative arrangement can 
meeting was conducted last be made for the agro-industrial 
Dec. 12 by the National Agricul- park to still be created for the 
ture and Fisheries Council Sumilao farmers, as originally 
(МАРС) Committee on Aqua- envisioned and approved. This 
culture and Fisheries. will be for the benefit not only 

Led by Dr Enrique Carlos of the directly affected farmers, 
from the private sector and ably but also for the other farmers in 
assisted by Liza Barile and the area. The result will be a 
Sarah Bales from the Depart- win-win situation for the nation 
ment of Agriculture, the com- asa whole. 
mittee heard Donasie plea for (Те author is the chair of 
Ame justice for the displaced fishers. Agriwatch, former secretary for 
Ба ur A Deparment of Energy Presidential Flagship Programs 

ДАЛ) (DOE) official present at the and Projects, and former under- 

Е meeting suggested that there secretary for agriculture, and 

mene dealer referrals, please call: was really no displacement of trade and industry For inquiries 

ic Philippines (Sales Division of PMPC) fisherfolk. He said that in the and suggestions, e-mail agri- 

Tel. Nos. 899-4595 to 98 - Fax No. 897-4558 - Email address: pmpc_systemsales@ph.panasoni past, there were fishersin other watchphil@yahoo.com or telefax 
situations who had not told the (02) 8522112.) 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK EX- 
pects the Philippines and the rest of South- 
‘east Asia to sustain their robust economic 
performance well into 2008, despite a weak 
environment caused by volatile global finan- 
cial markets and rising oil prices. 

“The four largest Asean economies—cur- 
rently in the upswing phase of their busi- 
mess cycles—are forecast to maintain 
strong growth in 2008, with Indonesia and 
‘Thailand accelerating, Malaysia maintain- 
ing this year's pace, and the Philippines 
slowing somewhat from a strong 2007," the 
ADB said, in its semi-annual Asia Economic 
Monitor, which reviews emerging East 
Asia. 

The ADB said strong domestic demand 
and resilient exports would likely keep the 
four middleincome Asean countries in 
good stead next year. 

"In the Philippines, GDP (gross domestic 
product) growth will remain high at about 
6.4 percent in 2008—although off the post- 
crisis peak reached this year—on strong 
gains in net exports, private consumption, 
and government spending," ADB said. 

It noted that in Indonesia, GDP growth 
continues to accelerate, after exceeding 6 
percent in 2007 for the first time since the 
Asian financial crisis due to buoyant con- 
sumption and strong investment on the 
back of easier monetary policy. 

In Malaysia, the ADB said an improving 
electronics exports would support relative- 
ly strong growth while the impact of fiscal 
stimulus on domestic demand gradually 
fades. 

On the other hand, it noted that while 
Thailand's economy continued to struggle 
amid ongoing political and policy uncer- 
tainties, there was substantial scope for ex- 
pansionary policies—which can boost GDP 
growth in 2008—once the December na- 
tional elections had reduced political un- 
certainty. 

“The external environment for emerging 
East Asian economies is expected to weak- 
еп somewhat in 2008, as economic growth 
in industrial countries moderates, oil and 


FACT NO. 


commodity prices remain elevated, and 
global financial markets continue to exhibit 
heightened volatility,” the report said. 

East Asia covers the 10 members of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations; the 
People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, 
South Korea and Taiwan. 

With the external environment weaken- 
ing somewhat and the region's largest 
economy China expected to soften next 
year, the ADB said aggregate GDP growth 
in emerging East Asia was forecast to slow 
to 8 percent in 2008 from a likely 8.5 per- 
cent this year. 

"The region's economic outlook is sub- 
ject to greater downside risks now than just 
а few months ago—including the possibili- 
ty of a US hard landing, further tightening 
of global credit, an abrupt adjustment in 
exchange rates, and a continued rise in oil 
and commodity prices,” it said. 

Despite strong resilience to the weaken- 
ing external environment, the ADB said 
vulnerabilities in the region's financial sys- 
tems should not be underestimated, as 
resurgent capital inflows and excess liquid- 


ity may complicate a true assessment of | 


risk. 

“The region's largely bank-dominated fi- 
nancial systems—with weak systemic sup- 
port for effective risk management—leave 
doors open to potential spillovers if condi- 
tions in global financial markets worsen or 
investor sentiment shifts,” the bank 
warned. 

It added that recent trends in the global 
financial system—notably the growing 
presence of nonbank financial institutions 
and proliferation of new instruments for 
risk transfer—would also become increas- 
ingly relevant in the regional context. 

‘A monetary policy anchored on inflation 
targeting, a prudent fiscal approach, and 
greater exchange rate flexibility could limit 
any spillover of continued global financial 
instability it said. 

“Policymakers will need to concentrate on 
enhancing risk management systems, 
strengthening disclosure requirements, and 
upgrading supervisory frameworks to better 
assess potential vulnerabilities,” it said. 


DISCOVERY 3 
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IN CONNECTION WITH THE INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING (“IPO”) 
OF ORIENTAL PENINSULA RESOURCES GROUP, INC. 


BEYOND 


SO THAT THE INVESTING PUBLIC MAY KNOW: 


: MATTERS RELATING TO ISSUANCE OF PERMIT TO SELL BY THE SEC 


81 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue 
Palanan, Makati City 
Philippines 
Tel. No.: 889-1129 
889-1130 
, 889-1132 
Fax No‘: 888-5253 


ON DECEMBER 10, 2007, THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION (SEC) ISSUED ORIENTAL PENINSULA RESOURCES GROUP, INC. 
(ORIENTAL PENINSULA") PERMIT TO SELL SECURITIES AFTER FINDING THAT ORIENTAL PENINSULA HAS FULLY DISCLOSED ALL MATERIAL 
INFORMATION RELATING TO ITS IPO AND AFTER DUE CONSIDERATION OF THE LETTER-COMPLAINT OF PLATINUM GROUP METALS 
CORPORATION (PGMC) ALLEGING INCOMPLETE AND IMPROPER DISCLOSURE IN THE PROSPECTUS OF THE PENDING CASES TO WHICH 
ORIENTAL PENINSULA AND ITS SUBSIDIARY CITINICKEL MINES AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ("CITINICKEL") ARE PARTIES TO. 


“THERE WERE OPPOSITIONS TO THE IPO, BUT UPON REVIEW OF THE FILINGS MADE BY ORIENTAL PENINSULA, WE FOUND THAT THE 
ALLEGATIONS OR ISSUES CONTAINED IN THE LETTER-COMPLAINT HAD BEEN PROPERLY DISCLOSED”, SEC SPOKESPERSON GERARD 
LUKBAN SAID IN AN INTERVIEW. 


FACT NO. 2: MATTERS RELATING TO THE APPROVAL OF THE LISTING APPLICATION 
THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE (PSE) RECEIVED A SIMILAR LETTER COMPLAINT FROM PGMC. 


PSE APPROVED THE LISTING APPLICATION ON NOVEMBER 28, 2007. THEREAFTER, PSE ALLOWED ORIENTAL PENINSULA TO COMMENCE 
ITS OFFER PERIOD FROM DECEMBER 10 TO DECEMBER 14 UPON RECEIPT OF THE COPY OF THE PERMIT TO SELL SECURITIES ISSUED 
BY THE SEC TO ORIENTAL PENINSULA AND AFTERORIENTAL PENINSULA'S COMPLIANCE WITH THE FULL DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS 
OF THE SEC AND PSE INCLUDING DISCLOSURES ON PENDING CASES. 


FACT NO. 3: MATTERS RELATING TO THE CANCELLATION OF THE OPERATING AGREEMENT 


IN DENR CASE NO 2006-028 , THE PANEL OF ARBITRATORS OF THE MINES AND GEOSCIENCES BUREAU OF THE DENR (PANEL), WHICH 
HAS THE EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION OVER DISPUTES INVOLVING MINING RIGHTS, ORDERED ON OCTOBER 30, 2006 CANCELLATION OF 
THE OPERATING AGREEMENT BETWEEN PGMC AND OLYMPIC MINES AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (PREDECESSOR- IN INTEREST 
OF CITINICKEL) AND FURTHER DECLARED IT WITHOUT FORCE AND EFFECT. ON JANUARY 8, 2007, THE PANEL DECLARED THAT ITS 
RESOLUTION CANCELLING THE OPERATING AGREEMENT HAS ATTAINED FINALITY AND THEREFORE FINAL AND EXECUTORY. THUS, IN AN 
ORDER DATED APRIL 11, 2007 THE PANEL OF ARBITRATORS ORDERED PGMC TO VACATE THE MINING AREAS IN DISPUTE AND TO CEASE 
AND DESIST FROM CONDUCTING MINING OPERATIONS THEREIN. 


ACTING ON THE FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION OF THE MGB, THE DENR SECRETARY APPROVED CITINICKEL'S MPSAAPPLICATION NO, 


АМА IVB-040 COVERING 2,176 HECTARES (THE “MINERAL PROPERTY") ON JANUARY 3, 2007 AND GRANTED CITINICKEL MPSA NO. 229-2007- 
МВ. 


AS MPSA HOLDER, CITINICKEL IS IN FULL POSSESSION OF THE MINERAL PROPERTY CONTRARY TO THE CLAIM OF PGMC. AFIELD 
VALIDATION WAS CONDUCTED BY THE MGB ON THE SAID MINERAL PROPERTY. 


THE PSE ALSO MADE AN OCULAR INSPECTION AS PART OF THE PROCESS OF EVALUATING ORIENTAL PENINSULA'S LISTING APPLICATION. 


FACT NO. 4: MATTERS RELATING TO THE DISCLOSURE OF PENDING CASES 


NEITHER ORIENTAL PENINSULA NOR CITINICKEL ARE PARTIES TO CIVIL CASE 4199 FILED BY PGMC AGAINST OLYMPIC INVOLVING THE 
OPERATING AGREEMENT, WHICH IS STILL PENDING BEFORE BRANCH 95 OF THE REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF PUERTO PRINCESA CITY. 


ALL OTHER PENDING CASES TO WHICH ORIENTAL PENINSULA OR CITINICKEL IS A PARTY ARE ALL DISCLOSED IN THE INFORMATION 
MATERIAL OF ORIENTAL PENINSULA, SUCH AS THE IPO PROSPECTUS, WHICH HAS BEEN DULY APPROVED BY THE SEC AND THE PSE. 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


OFFICE AND RESIDENTIAL LAND- 
lord Megaworld Corp. is preparing 
to launch a P5.5-billion condomini 
um project—formerly tagged “The 
‘Trumps’—in Makati City early next 
year undera new brand name. 

Megaworld said in a disclosure to 
the stock exchange that its residen- 
tial tower will be dubbed "One Cen- 
tral,” and is the most expensive resi- 
dential undertaking in the country to 
date. 

Tewill rise on the comer of Sen. Gil 
Puyat Avenue Extension and Ayala 
Avenue in Salcedo, Village, former 
site of the Shell Maya gasoline sta- 
tion. 

Megaworld was quick to say that it 
is not dropping its right to use the 
“Trump” trademark in its future 
Philippine real estate projects, ex- 


plaining that the word simply means 
“to excel, surpass or outdo.” 

“In opting to use ‘One Central, we 
are by no means relinquishing our 
right to use the mark "The Trumps’ in 
any of our real estate projects in the 
Philippines,” said Megaworld chair 
‘Andrew Tan in a statement. 

Megaworld has been in a legal tus- 
sle with American tycoon Donald J. 
‘Trump over the right to use the brand 
"The Trumps” in the Philippines. 

The case is now pending before 
the Intellectual Property Office 
(PO). 

"We believe Megaworld has a 
strong legal position," said Tan. "But 
weare prepared to abide by the IPO's 
decision, whichever way it goes." 

"Wed like to thank Mr. Trump for 
generating a lot of interest in 'One 
Central’ in the last few days,” he 
added. “We are now seriously con- 
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BUSINESS 
Megaworld’s ‘The Trumps’ 
turns into ‘One Central’ 


Firm also thanks Trump the man for generating 
interest in prime Makati condominium project 


sidering launching it ahead of sched- 
ше” 

‘Also, Тап said Megaworld takes 
exception to Mr. Trump's recent 
claim that the word "Trump" is "un- 
mistakably associated" with Donald 
J. Trump and his company "through- 
outthe world." 

Megaworld cited a residential 
building called “The Trumps” in Sin- 
вароге that is, based on its initial re- 
search, neither owned by nor con- 
nected with Trump or his company. 

‘Tan said the firm was eyeing the 
high-end market for its “One Cen- 
tral” project. 

The company has assembled а 
world class development 
team—which includes American de- 
sign consultant Preben Kent and in- 
ternational structural consultant Ove 
Arup + Partners—to execute the 
project. 


Shakey’s to open 10 new stores next year 


INTERNATIONAL FAMILY FOOD 
Services Inc. (IFFSI), the franchise 
holder for the Shakey's fast casual 
dining restaurant line in the Phili 
pines, is set to add at least 10 stores 
to its network next year, company 
chair Leo Prieto Jr. said. 

Shakey's expansion in the country 
would boost the restaurant ahead of 
other fast casual dining pizza and 
pasta lines, said Margaret Jose, mar- 
keting manager for IFFSI. 

Jose said possible locations for the 
new stores in 2008 may be in Sta. 


Rosa, Las Pifias, Quezon City and 
Manila, among other sites. 

"The company spends on the aver- 
age P9 to 12 million to put up a store. 
depending on its size. 

‘As part of its expansion, Shakey's 
yesterday launched a new concept 
for its 95th store, which opened yes- 
terday on E. Rodriguez Sr, beside St. 
Luke's hospital in Quezon City yes- 
terday. 

The latest branch is deemed as 
one of the biggest branches of 
Shakeys, which could accommo- 


date 200 visitor 

The new 400-square meter store 
features a "Fun Zone," an area solely 
dedicated to 12 imported game ma- 
chines like Daytona (racing arcade 
games) and Air Hockey. 

‘The restaurant is also Wi-Fi en- 
abled to lure “techies” and “yuppies.” 

‘An average Shakey's branch mea- 
sures about 150 to 200 sq. m. 

Shakey's sales in October reached 
P1.4 billion, already exceeding its 
yearend sales of P1.3 billion in 2006. 
Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 
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IFC open to financing 
rehab of hydro plants 


By Abigail L. Но 


INTERNATIONAL FINANCE СОВР, THE 
private sector arm of the World Bank, is 
willing to help finance SN Aboitiz Power 
Hydro Inc/s (SNAP Hydro) acquisition of 
the 175-megawatt (MW) Ambuklao-Binga 
hydropower plant package. 

Jesse Ang, IFC acting country manager 
for the Philippines and Thailand, said the 
bank, if invited by the Aboitiz-led consor- 
tium, would look into the project. 

“As for the timing, it is based on Aboitiz 
and SN Power. We will strive to comply with 
the company’s timetable, which we have 
shown to be capable of in the Magat deal," 
Ang said in a statement, 

IFC was one of the lenders that the 
Aboitiz group tapped to help refinance its 
acquisition of the 360-MW Magat hy- 
dropower plant package earlier this year 

їп an earlier interview, SNAP president 
Luis Miguel Aboitiz had said the consor- 
tium composed of Manila-Oslo Renewable 


Enterprise Inc. and SN Power Holding Sin- 
gapore Pte Ltd., planned to “fix up” the Am- 
Bukdao plant to make it run again and pro- 
duce at least 65 MW of power 

“PSALM (Power Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corp.) wants us to fix it. There's 
по fim investment figure yet, but itl be 
cheaper than putting up a new plant since the 
storehouse is already there and the plant itself 
We just need to buy some mechanical equip- 
ment and do some construction,” he said, 

Ambuklaos three 25-MW generating 
units have not been operating since 2000 
because the plant needs to be rehabilitated 
and repaired to run properly. 

‘As for the 100-MW Binga plant, Aboitiz 
said the SNAP Hydro consortium planned to 
expand it by putting in new turbines that 
would enable the plant to run more efficient- 
y 

SNAP Hydro has 540 days from the 
award of the sale contract to remit 40 per- 
cent of the bid price to PSALM. The balance 
‘would be payable over seven years. 
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eee Tanduay gets Victorias stake 


b, Medicine Cutter 
c Pocket Mediche бои" Tan group now controls about 21% of sugar mill 


ieget htl 
1579 z it zx Available in all By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson ‘Tanduay is buying the shares та disclosure to the stock ex- shareholder of the sugar mill. 
итти, Inc. for P85 million, change, Victorias information of- In 2003, Tanduay also ex- 
were, mercury drug LIQUOR COMPANY TANDUAY This has beefed up the Tan ficer Eva Vicencio Rodriguez said tended a five-year loan of P300. 
Holdings Inc. of taipan Lucio Tan group's stake in the country’s УМС Retirement Committee million to Victorias at very low 
has won the bidding fora 10.7-per- largest sugar manufacturer to chair Abelardo Bugay informed interest to enable it to start its 
cent take in Victorias Milling Corp. about 21 percent. Tanduay that it had been award- rehabilitation program. 
ed the 170.13 million shares Tt was given the option to con- 
Е wmed by the Miguel J. Ossorio ver the loan into equity from the 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT sion Foundation Inc. third year from April 8, 2003 at a 
* National Capital Region Victorias chair Omar Mier conversion tate of one common 
АД Dv inti Bldg, 1650 San Marcelino cor. General Malvar St, Malate, Manila said in a telephone interview share for each P1 of principal debt, 
that Philippine National Bank, So far, it has not exercised that op- 
NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) also ond by Tan, held 10.6 боп. If it does so, it will gain т 
s егеу gon t wing compariesiemployers have fd with this Regional Off ercent of the sugar mill er 15.8 percent of Victorias. 
ee ae eee E Pet the additonal 10.6 per- < Im 1995, Victorias started suffer- 
тошоп cent of Tanduay, the Тап ing ftom serious financial problems 
Group's stake would increase to а а result of increased foreign and 
bout 21 percent, representing local competition and of k - 
LID, General Manager 2 рати x ра € 
ursu а co, tmn, == erret | e Кыа со 
ЗБ GT Tower Intemational, 2221 Road 15, Fabie Esa, indan The latest acquisition made ventures It failed to settle its debts 
15 Ayala Ave., Makati Ciy Sta. Апа, Mania the Tan group the single biggest and sought rehabilitation. 
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VENUS COSMECEUTIC Anon Edward Marketing Manager | MOGA LENDING & TRADING CO, Darshan Singh T 
CORPORATION Ramsay 2221 Rad 15, Fabie Ese пат Peso seen breaking ... rrompasesi 
ala Sia. Ara, Maria ` я Я 
ааа а, The peso is now trading atits money or those invested in local 
вату Ayala Ave, Makati Cy APANA PUNJAB TRADING CORP. Gurwinder Singh Company Colector | strongest level since touching stocks, bonds and money mar- 
109 Chestnut Ext. Indian. 41.08 on April 11, 2000. Ithas ket instruments thinned to 
VENUS COSMECEUTIC Charlan Kim Human Resource | West Faiviow , бодоп Cy likewise epprecieted уло рес E12 mioa in November 
CORPCGA TION, к= nee cent against the dollar this year, slower than the $223 million in 
Unit В 2и Ayala Ше ЕН eal Sele: eae it the best ию the same month a year ago. 
E эме. бо ot Maria Md M Asian currency. However, total net inflows for 
ы Сй Cubao, Quezon City "The peso might hit 40.80 the January-to-November peri- 
KOZY HOUSE CAFE & Cheng-Jie Liu General Manager next week but there might Беа od amounted to $3.7 billion, 
ENTERTAINMENT, INC, Chinese RMH TELESERVICES ASIA Gary Gene Maxell Service Deilvery healthy correction because the nearly double the $2.1 billion 
1707 M. Adriatico St. PACIFIC, ШС. (American, (Manager US dollar is hitting oversold lev- windfall in the same 11-month 
ee ABS CaN, Vote ic els,” Rizal Commercial Banking period last year. 
x ee aai Corp. senior vice president BSP Governor Amando Tetang- 
ешо д — жин Marcelo Ayes said. со Jt said the net inflows in 
137 Talayan SL, PHILIPPINE HOTELIERS, INC, Kerstin Gaesser Italan Resturant Hs sad the correction might Novetnber ve due ro the suis 
een ee fala Cot, T т ge Nds T A 
portunity to sell the greenback. — attracted more funds to the stock 
— tea (Chinese Е ис. ио coe засе Chef Volume traded at ће spot for- market), the 6.6-percent domestic 
degens) ^ eign exchange market reached economic growth posted in the 
QUNM QUON. NN CO MRE $520.14 million as against the third quarter and reports of strong 
ORIENTAL HENG HAO Xingning Luo ‘Technical Consultant | PHILIPPINE HOTELIERS, INC. Kenichi Kanauch! Japanese Chef res уы ET 3 ion. иң Е anne 
MINING CORP. Chinese (DUSIT HOTEL NIKKO) Japanese 'urrency traders said the pe- е size of the net inflow 
197 Talayan St, ‘Ayala Conter, 1228 Макай Cy so was supported by a strong was, however, markedly lower 
Talayan Vilage, Quezon City season of overseas remittances than October's $274.1 million 
SA et rem CLARITY PHILIPPINES PTY fueron Douglas Progam них as well as an upbeat regional due to concerns on the widen- 
гой Yang nese-Language н 2 име 
MINING CORP. Chinese dninstolve Olite 5 Level 12 Robinsons British Е бшка о 
earlier this week, the US Feder- prices, unfavorable outlook for 
JUST IN CASE SVCS CORP. Yushin Kim Account Execute | OFFICETIGER PHILIPPINES iaa Paul Operations Manager | al Reserve recently opened a the American economy as well 


Globe Telecom Plaza 1, Korean CORPORATION Cherian short-term lending facility to as the Batasan and Makati inci- 
Unit 615 Pioneer cor. Madison St, TIF East Gato Center, Indian 


ORIENTAL HENG HAO Сїшушп Wang Export Manager 


ease the credit crunch caused dents,” Tetangco said. 
Mandaluyong City 169 EDSA Highway His, 


асу by the property downturn inthe Тһе BSP chief was referring 
1001 TRADING INT'L CORP. Jin Heo General Manager world’s biggest economy. This to the fatal bombing in 
Unit 90 Medica! Раа, Korean BROADMEDIC INC. Doron Gizer Макао Magar | intervention was matched by Congress as well as the explo- 
San Miguel Ave., Ortigas Ct, -2107 2IIF Tycoon Cemer, ‘sal market-soothing initiatives by sion in the Glorietta mall. e > 
Pasig City Pearl Drive, Ortigas Center, its counterpart central banks in But Tetangco said the coun- 
Pasig Cly Europe, Canada and Britain. пу? generally sound economic 
ПОН Жи инт Оңдон ПИН Meanwhile, the Bangko Sen- fundamentals helped sustain 
PHILIPPINES CORPORATION Taiwanese President for General | SLATE RESEARCH Ryan David Marshall Chi Operations CaL EPUM epo el RE Cue бина ела ee 
GIF Equitable Bank Tower, Operations CENTER INC. Canadian Оке p Bie 
8751 Paseo de Roxas SL. nt 1401-А TAIF 6780 JAKA ВЫ. net foreign inflows of “hot” forthe 11-month period. 


Ayala Ate Legaspi Vilage, 
man Mes Nee, Shares close 0.6% ... ры 
TELUS INTERNATIONAL Warren Paddison Talt VP Operaions-Tl 7 
PHILIPPINES, INC. Canadian SLATE RESEARCH CENTER INC. — Ryan М. Ives Night Program But investors were reluctant to the European and Swiss central 
З Discovery Center, Unt ТОТА TAIF 6780 JAKA Ug. American Leader make big moves following Wall banks for additional resources. 
25 ADB Ave, Ortigas Center, Ayala Ave., Legaspi Vilage, Streets volatile performance de- “Investors are still digesting 
Fety. реа spite the Fed's latest move to the Fed's move because, while 
ibat the global credit crunch. positive, they can't be certain 
NEUNGYULE EDUPHONE, NC. ^ Seoljn Youn Korean Language | SLATE RESEARCH CENTER INC. Andrew K. Clarke Research Analyst comt 3 certain. 
ЗЕ ВМ Вад, В Eastwood City, Korean SuppotRegresenbsie | Unit 1401-A АЕ 6780 JAKA Bldg, American The Fed on Wednesday an- how effective the move will be, 
Bagumbayan, Libis, Quezon Ciy Ayala Ave., Legaspi Vilage, nounced it had agreed with the said Ron Rodrigo of DBP Daiwa 
Makati City European Central Bank and the Securities. “It also reinforces per- 
RAKSO PROPERTIES & Запор an Project Manager central banks of several European ceptions that the subprime and 
INVESTMENTS, INC. Korean KAI I DEVELOPMENT CORP, Meishu Ln Technical SURGEN ID син ашшы СМЕ ига ure [к eti. 
ЭЕ Reogon Bá. 2 Айе St, Unk 706, ИЕ Оп Bd. Chinese Supervisor auction facility to supply funds to bigger .. its not altogether very 
Legaspi Vilage, Makati Ciy Оз Ave., Pasig Ciy banks and set up credit lines with comforting to investors.” 
ROCHE (PHILIPPINES) INC. Augusto Robeto President and KAL QI DEVELOPMENT CORP. Yunun Fan Sales Consutant 3 
2252 Chino Roces Ne. Мп General Manager | Unt 706,77 Oris д Chinese Gov't to cut charges .. 
маа Су Camadan Ortigas Ave., Pasig Су 
From page BI mestic lenders and investors, 
RAKSO COMPUTER Sun Ho Jeo Design Manager HEWLETT-PACKARD AP. Ying Choi Hui Technology А group of exporters earlier while the smaller share to be 
TECHNOLOGY, INC. Korean (HONGKONG) LTD-PHIL, вона. вй Constant 1 said the appreciating peso was borrowed from foreign ones. 
тї Age SL, SMF Robinson's Summi Center, fo blame for the slowerthan. Bur the DOF said the borrowing 
Legaspi Vilag, Makati Chy стаз Ayala Ave., Makati Су erp. growth in the coum? miz wet weed to betoane 7030 
кис DEA vouno Myong Sook Pak Presiden ac mpor а ExPoRT mm sibs Repssinaie | exports. Some even asked the silin favor of domesie sources 
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING (wlo Jung) TRADING LTD. CO. Chinese. government to peg the peso at 5 translates ik 
CORP. Korean Rm 602A Tayana Pitra Bi. 47 to a dollar and prevent their rowings of P240.7 billion and for- 
8264 Dr. A. Santos Ave. Plaza Lorenzo Ruiz, Binondo, Mana income from dwindling further. eign borrowings of P105.4 billion. 
San Isidro, Paranaque City But the government said that Increasing the share of do- 
BMCO R а E INC. dong Wook Park Marketing Manager | a market-determined exchange тезис loans to the total bor- 
HAUZEN TOUR а TRAVEL CORP, uckhoon wa Tour Gude 1602 Ава Corporate Center, korean Meret a PO ое eases he 
2282 Сооп Big. Korean 121 Valero SU, Salcedo Vilage, нь A othe aa dar 
ые аид $4185 bilion in the first 10 holdings, preventing the peso 
BAYVIEW TECHNOLOGIES, INC. — Xinjan Zhu Chinese Customer months of the year—just about from rising further. 3 
ETHEREALLY MADE CO. LTD. Xinghuang Shi Import Manager | ЧЕ Yuchengco Tower, Chinese Suppe half the govemmenť’s fallyearex- The faster-than-expected rise 
1224 T. Mapua St, Chinese RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave., Makati Ciy ports growth target of 11 percent. Of the peso was partly attribut- 
Sia, cruz, Mana "The DOF also said the national ed to the entry of dollars into 
ETWEREALLY MADE CO. LYD. Femao Мад Desnng Manager | Я Toe 5 ово Cane, Mayen’ Spas Tar | goVements borrowing pro. the country in the form of remir- 
тта о са fyi eta Oy dena ыы 
За. Cruz, Мина y 
GAMINGWEB, INC. Ngoc Mi Tran Sports-book Originally, the government now up for approval by the intera- 
ETHEREALLY MADE CO. LTD. Jianqun Shi Assistant Manager | ТИР Yuchengco Tower, Vietnamese Operations Officer intended to observe for next gency Development Budget Coor- 
1224 T. Mapua St, chinese RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave.. year a borrowing mix of 64:36, dination Committee, which sets the 
„с.н Makati су with the larger share of the recess econ es 
бәс program, the DOF said. 
EAST CONTINENT MINING Shatin Pang ‘Assistant General | GAMINGWEB, INC. Jat Lee Wong Sports-book loans to be sourced from do: pomum 
ENTERPRISES INC. Chinese Manage TIE Yuchengeo Tower, Malaysian Operatons Otfcer 
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FrompageB2 social responsibility. 
EAST CONTINENT MINING Feng Yn General Manager | GLAMOUR PLUS NAIL ART Zhicheng Yan Admin Manager characteristic of social events. Their CSR activities include 
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gasp Tower 300, n jos 800, sia’s portrayal of its labor force. communities they operate in, 
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P8B earmarked for irrigation projects 
53,000 hectares of land irrigated in '07 


PNOC subsidiary 
declares P200M 
in dividends 


DESPITE LOWER PROFITS IN THE FIRST 
three quarters, state-run PNOC Exploration 
Corp., a subsidiary of Philippine National 
Oil Co., will pay P200 million in dividends 
to its stockholders. 

In adisclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, PNOC-EC acting corporate secre- 
tary Jose Sta. Ana said the company's board 
had approved the declaration of cash divi- 
dend of 9.99 centavos per share to stock- 
holders of record as of Jan. 3, 2008. 

The dividends, which will come from the 
company’s unrestricted retained earnings as 
of end-2007, would be paid on Jan. 29, 2008. 

МОС ЕСЕ declining share from the Malam- 
paya Deep Water Gas-to-Power Project’s cost 
recovery scheme caused the company to suffer 
a 30-percent net income drop to P1.5 billion in 
the first three quarters, from P2.1 billion in the 
same period the year before. 

For the third quarter alone, profit 
dropped by 30 percent to P472.6 million 
from P711 million in 2006. 

"The unfavorable variance was due mainly 
to the decrease in the Malampaya Projects 
net income brought about by the diminished 
cost available for recovery on the Malampaya 
Project," PNOC-EC had earlier said. 

The cost recovery scheme is a Depart- 
ment of Energy-granted incentive, which 
allows the Service Contract 38 holders to 
deduct certain "approved costs" up to a 
maximum of 70 percent of the monthly 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL- 
ture has earmarked at least P8 bil- 
lion next year for the restoration, 
repair and rehabilitation of irriga- 
tion facilities covering some 60,000 
hectares of arable land. 

Agriculture Secretary Arthur C. 
Yap said the amount was necessary to 
increase production paricularly of 
rice, which was seen hitting the 16- 
million-metric ton mark this year de- 
spite the prolonged dry spell and the 
typhoons that hit the country. 

Last year rice production 
reached 15.3 million MT. 

Yap said higher spending for irri- 


Philcomsat 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


A MAJOR SHAREHOLDER OF THE 
controversial Philcomsat group of 
companies yesterday accused a di- 
rector and ranking official of a rival 
camp of misrepresenting herself as 
the authorized representative of the 
Poblador family. 

The accusation, if true, brings 
into question the validity of Con- 
cepcion A. Poblador's role as chair 
of publidlylisted _Philcomsat 
Holdings Corp. (PHC). The cash- 
rich company is owned by se- 
questered firms Philippine Over- 
seas Telecommunications Corp. 
(POTC) and Philippine Commu- 


gation facilities in key rice-produc- 
ing areas was a crucial element of 
the government's goal to attain rice 
self-sufficiency in 2010, raise farm- 
ers’ incomes and make the staple 
cheaper for low-income consumers. 

He said the earmarked amount 
covered foreign-assisted and locally 
funded projects. 

The P9.419 billion allocated for 
irrigation in 2007 included foreign 
funds worth Р5.497 billion and lo- 
cal funding of P1.903 billion. The 
remaining P2 billion came from 
other sources. 

For 2007, some 53,000 hectares 
of arable land were irrigated. This 
fell short of the DAs target of 


55,000 hectares. 

For 2006 to 2010, the govern- 
ment is targeting to repair and re- 
habilitate irrigation facilities cover- 
ing some 300,000 hectares of land. 

Yap said, however, he wanted to 
see spending for irrigation and farm- 
to-market roads to increase to as 
much as P15 billion, as irrigation fa- 
cilities had become even more vital 
with the reduced supply of water in 
many farm production areas due to 
denuded watersheds. 

Yep said that with the restoration of 
irrigation facilities, the average palay 
production was expected to hit atleast 
4 metric tons a hectare, compared to 
the current 3 to 3.5 MT per hectare. 


infighting continues 


nications Satellite 
(Philcomsat). 

In a statement, Rafael А. 
Poblador said his younger sister, 
Concepcion, “is not, and was nev- 
er, authorized to represent the 
Poblador group in POTC and 
Philcomsat.” 

“Any transaction entered into by 
her, for and on behalf of the said 
corporation or the Poblador group, 
will not be honored,” he added. 

In а telephone interview, 
Poblador—the executor of the es- 
tate of the late Honorio Poblador 
Jr—said that Concepcion “does not 
Own a single share" in either 
Philcomsat or POTC. "Neither has 


Corp. 


she been authorized to represent 
the family which owns a combined 
13-percent stake in the controver- 
sial firms,” he said. 

"We've looked at the stock trans- 
fer books of the companies and her 
name does not appear there,” he 
added. 

Rafael is allied with the Africa- 
Bildner group, which has accused 
the — PCGG-appointed Locsin- 
Poblador camp of dissipating the 
companies’ assets while under their 
stewardship. 

At stake in the long-running dis- 
pute is anywhere from P800 million 
to P1 billion of the group's cash and 
near-cash assets. 


sales revenue of the gas find before sharing 


the remainder with the government. 


The governments shaie is then split 
among the DOE, Bureau of Internal Rev- 


enue and local government units. 
In the January-September. 


period, 


From page B3 


PNOC-EC posted gross revenue of P4.9 bil- 


lion, with P3.4 billion со 
Malampaya Project, P1.4 bill 


company's coal operations, P97.7 million 
from the Energy Supply Base, and P47.6 
million from the San Antonio Gas Project. 


QATAR AIRWAYS RECENTLY UN- 
veiled its next generation in-flight 
entertainment system onboard its 
newly delivered Boeing 777 aircraft 
offering every passenger more than 
700 entertainment options. 

Rebranded Oryx Entertainment 
“Multiplex in the Sky”, there are 
more than 150 international 
movies, 150 hours of TV program- 
ming, over 50 games and 500 audio 
CDs for passengers to choose from. 

Passengers have greater control 
of their entertainment from the 
comfort of their seat, by listening 
and watching on demand programs 
at the time of their choice. 

Qatar Airways is among a select 
few airlines to adopt the Panasonic 
EX2 system-the most comprehensive 
in-flight entertainment system in the 
aviation industry today-designed to 
give passengers the widest choice of 
interactive audio and video enter- 
tainment at 35,000 feet. 

Passengers are able to choose 
their entertainment options either 
through touch screen seat back TV 
monitors or browse channels using 
handsets installed in each seat. The 
system has a unique onscreen 
graphic user interface allowing pas- 
sengers to navigate in any one of 
eight languages. 


UNDERARM AND 
FOOTDEO ALLIN 
ONEBOTTLE 

Milcu, a one-of-a-kind 2-in-1 
deodorant powder formulated 
to prevent odor and perspira- 
tion for your underarm and feet, 
absorbs and eliminates the 
stench instead of just covering 
йир. Itis mild and fragrance- 
free, thus does not darken skin 
or stain clothes. It's avallable in 
all leading drugstores nation- 
wide and offers a variety of 
products to choose from: Milcu 
Underarm and Foot Deodorant 
powder (40g and 809 bottles); 
Milcu Magic Puff Deo; and Mil- 
си Roll-On Deodorant. Milcu 
will leave you fresh and dry ай 
day. To leam more about the 
products, log on to www.mil- 
ошоп, 
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tion Nestor Espenilla Jr. said there was a 
slim chance that the property speculation 
seen among banks before the Asian crisis 
would be repeated anytime soon. 

"Thing are different this time around. First, 


BSP to relax rules on banks' ... 


because of the change in accounting rules, 
you have to value properly,” Espenilla said. 

He said capital regulations had changed 
and become tougher under the Basel2 capi- 
tal adequacy rules, imposing penalty on 
practices that include holding on to fore- 
closed property assets. 


Court slaps TRO 
on Oriental rival 


THE MAKATI REGIONAL TRIAL COURT 
yesterday issued a 72-hour temporary re- 
straining order preventing the Platinum 
Group Metals Corp. from further spreading 
adverse news items against mining holding 
firm Oriental Peninsula Resources Group, 
which is set to list its shares on the ex- 
change Wednesday next week. 

Inan order penned by Makati RTC execu- 
tive judge Winlove Dumayas, PGMC was di- 
rected to “refrain and desist from causing 
the spread or circulation of malicious news 
items tending to prevent, obstruct, derail, 
impede and or frustrate the IPO of the 
shares of stock of Oriental Peninsula as well 
as from actually opposing the conduct of 
the said IPO or listing of the shares of stock 
on Dec. 19.” 

The case will be raffled tomorrow. 

As this developed, the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission reiterated that Oriental 
Peninsula has fully complied with the disclo- 
sure rules and all other requirements im- 
posed on companies intending to go public. 

The SEC issued a statement in response to 
allegations that the Commission may have 
violated its mandate to protect the investing 
public by approving the registration state- 
ment of Oriental Peninsula despite allega- 
tions that the mining holding firm failed to 
disclose a pending dispute between one of 
its subsidiaries, Citinickel Mines and Devel- 
opment Corp., and PGMC over a mineral 
property located in Palawan. 

The corporation finance department has 
reviewed the allegations contained in the 
letter complaint filed by PGMC and it ap- 
pears that these issues have been properly 
disclosed to in Oriental Peninsula's registra- 
tion statement. That's why it took us a cou- 
ple of days to issue a permit to sell secu 
ties to Oriental Peninsula because we want- 
ed to make sure that all the issues raised by 
PGMC has been addressed,” said SEC com- 
mission secretary Gerard Lukban. 
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People, Eventsc? Products 
Qatar Airways installs high- 
tech entertainment system 


The flag carrier of the State of 
Qatar took delivery of the first ofits 
32 Boeing 777s aircraft recently 
with the Dash 300 Extended Range 
version flying into Doha Interna- 
tional Airport direct from the US 
company's Seattle manufacturing 
base. 

The first B777 aircraft is 
equipped with 335 seats split into 
two cabins. In Business Class there 
are 42 seats, each with 15.4inch 
seat back wide TV screens, while 
Economy Class features 293 seats 
with each TV screen measuring 
10.6 inches, all offering optimum 
viewing. 

Qatar Airways has opted for ex- 
citing in-flight programming con- 
tent from around the world for the 
new-look Oryx Entertainment. 

To celebrate the launch of Oryx 
Entertainment, Qatar Airways is 
showcasing the entire collection of 
21 James Bond films onboard - 
from the first 007 movie, “Dr No”, 
starring Sean Connery to “Casino 
Royale”, featuring Daniel Craig. 

Passengers will have ample op- 
portunity to watch the entire collec- 
tion as it will be available onboard 
throughout 2008. 

In addition, there are more than 
50 interactive games enabling pas- 


Sengers to either play on their own 
from the comfort of their seats, or 
with a fellow passenger sitting else- 
where on the aircraft. And a wide 
variety of artists from around the 
world help complement the 500- 
plus music CD jukebox selection 
available onboard. 

Qatar Airways chief executive of- 
ficer Akbar Al Baker said this marks 
an important day in the history of 
the airline with the delivery of its 
first Boeing aircraft-and with it a 
new interactive in-flight entertain- 
ment system to be proud of. 

"In today’s highly competitive 
aviation industry, airlines are push- 
ing the boundaries to be ahead of 
the rest,” he said. 

Qatar Airways’ first Boeing 777 
will be deployed on the Doha-Wash- 
ington route from January 2008, by 
which time the airline takes deliv- 
ery of its second Boeing 777. Until 
then the aircraft will fly selected re- 
gional routes across the Middle 
East. 

As one of the world's fastest 
growing airlines, Qatar Airways 
currently operates a modern fleet of 
59 aircraft to 80 destinations across 
Europe, Middle East, Africa, Far 
East, Indian subcontinent and 
North America. 


La Femme de Paris winner, Lovina C. Reyes (3rd 
from left) gets an all expense paid 6-day-5-night 
trip to Paris, France. With her are (from left) Niña. 
C. Quibilan-Reynoso, Metrobank Femme Visa 


product manager, Myla С. Gonzalez, Metrobank 
Card Corp's head of marketing and sales; and 
Butch Reyes, Metrobank Card Corp's head of 
product management and acquisition. 


Globe Broadband hosts 


online games 


Globe gathered together online gamers and 
cosplayers for the biggest RAN Online and 
Audition Dance Battle competition in the 
country, the Globe Broadband Tournament 
of Champions held recently at the SM Mall 
of Asia. 

The NCR Team composed of Julius 
David, Ramon Carlo Tinong, Jonathan 
Avendano and Marc Lim emerged as the 
champions in RAN Online, the Philippines’ 
most played massively multiplayer online 
role-playing game (MMORPG). 

‘The Davao Team comprising Jerry Laxa- 
mana Jr, Roque Charle Pedrosa, Robert Bri- 
an Dasalla and Francis John Esperancilla 
were the first runners-up, while Kenneth 


tournament 


Plarisan, Donn Jobert Sevilla, Evee Marizz 
Nuevo and Junil Navarro of Cebu Team got 
the second runner-up slot for the RAN On- 
line tournament. 

For the Audition Dance Battle competi- 
tion, Armelyn Brucales was the champion, 
Bryan Navarro from Cebu bagged the first 
runner-up post and Jaypee Gemongala from 
Davao came in the second runner up slot. 

‘The cosplay winners were Christian 
Umali dressed as a RAN Hrybrid Swords- 
man Brawler, Caress Valdes dressed as a СЕ 
Female Elementalist and Dan Christian 
Briones dressed as a RAN Brawler. 

Globe Broadband and E-Games held in- 
game auctions and offered free playtime to 

their subscribers during the whole-day 
event. Special promos and gift packs 
were also given away to both Globe 
Broadband and Globe subscribers. 

Shown are online games enthusi- 
asts nationwide who trooped to the 
Globe Broadband Tournament of 
Champions, which is in partnership 
with IP e-Games, Intel and PC Ex- 
press, to witness and experience the 
big RAN Online and Dance Audition 
Battle Competition. This is the first of 
many more such events that Globe 
Broadband will bring to gamers na- 

29 tionwide by next year. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 


NOTICE OF DISPOSITION 


The NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY is iting otters to purchaseflease by way of sealed bids ha folowing commercial 
properties onan "As is - Where ls” basis: 
TEMNO, DESCRIPTION 
FIRST OFFERING 

A SALE 


962 sqm. commercial Kalayaan Avenue 
а Comar Matalino St- 
Brgy. Cantal, Q.C. 


Phase ПА, Karangalan 


LOCATION 


2 commercial iots, 
22832 sqm. & 22284 
зл. each (For ing) 
20 commercial ots 

wih ot атаӊ ranging 
from 307 0 518 sqm. 

7 commercial ots 

мп tareas ranging 
thom 954 o 1412 sqm. 
24 commercial iots 

wih ol areas ranging 
от 1,000 10 1,229 sqm. 
3817 sqm. Industrial lot 


вол. 


рур to 
PhP7.S00'sqm. 


РОВ to 
РАЗ, 


SkCUN Lot15 
болаш Marano 
Жата, Coa 
Bic 200 La 
Buthan Stes 
Serine Pret 


Prpa бщт. or 
PhP15.288,000.00 


Ратова or 
PRP10485000.00 


1498 sqm. commercial iot 


SALE OR LEASE 


4 commercial is, 
32007092 вул. 


PhP8.00 o Рура Sto m. 
corlease raie of 
PhP2.06 to РЪРЗЗ 28m. 
1724000 PhP ООО, 
‘or lease rate of 
PhP1.75 to РАР 00. 
АРВ ЗОО or lease 
тав of РРО 00s m. 
Рур lo PRPS ODDS. 
or ease rate of 

PhP 13.75 to РАРІ8 Обл 


6 Indust lots 
vith 3 structures 

1498 sqm. to 16213 sqm. 
2952 зул. Indust ot 


8 industial os, 
Wih 2 structures 
4,031 sam to 9,748 sqm. 


4 stor condominium 
‘ype residential 
Commercial dg. 
ona 900 sqm bt 


РЬР52 963.0000 or lease 
rate ot PHPAAQ S6Bo. 


LEASE 

3066 commercial ot 

wih 126 зл. sucre. 

(Former Kada Center and 

leased by Guzman Insitute) 

LEASE OR JOINT VENTURE ARRANGEMENT 
96.80 sqm. ot Mayor ignacio Santos St 
wih structure (Ғотагу Banahaw St) Рърта05200000 
Cubao, Quezon Cty Элле - PRPSO7,066.27 

Al proprias for sala are covered with individual ез. Repayment рабов is а maximum of ten (10 years at an neret rate ol 
16% per annum. 
‘Lease periods for a maximum of fee (15) years renewable for another five (5) years at the opin of МНА. 
For thosa who wil participate in the publ bidding. BIDDING MATERIALS may be secured for a nonrelundabie fee ol PHP200 00 
from the Commercial & Industria! Bids and Awards Committee (COINBAC), c/o CIED, 2nd Foo, NHA Buldeg, Elipical 
Red, QC. For inquiry, please сай Ме. Evelyn V. Ramos atthe fi tel. гов. 922-002. 284551 loc. 282283. 


ACTIWY SCHEDULE VENUE 


‘Submission of Pre-ualicaion ee. 181021, 2007 "and Poor CED 

Requirements a00am.-500pm. NHA Main Otice 
Diman, QC. 

(Oparafons Canter, 

З Foor, NHA Мал Ofice. 

‘Operations Center 


Lat- PhP15,000!sqm. or 


Pre-Bid Conference December 19, 2007 
130pm. 
‘December 27, 2007 
Bam. - 1200 m. 
December 27, 2007 
180pm. 

Tha МНА reserves tha right o reject any or al oars and applications for negotated saleñeasa, or any pr reo ori 
waive any required formales and accep ofersipplicatons most advantageous to he interest of NHA. 


"Submission of 
Sealed Bids 


Opening of Bids 


Operations Canter 


(502) FROILAN P. KAMPITAN 
Chairperson, CONBAC. 
Assistant Genera! Manager 


REPUBUC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 


ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 
OFFICE OF THE AFP BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Сатр Gener Ero Адила, Quezon Cty 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


(Procurement of 59 units Sniper Rifles) 


X. The Atmad Forces of the Philpoines (AFP), through the Spacia! Allotment Release Order Nr. D-07-00818, 
Intends 10 apply ina sum ot TWELVE MILLION FOUR HUNDRED NINETY THOUSAND PESOS (PHP. 


2. The Amad Forces ol ће Philppnes, trough he ОНО ВАСТ, now Invites Bids rom ойда Bidders for he folowing 
proc 


Nomenciaturolaciiviy 


“Approved Budget 
"tor the Contract 
PhP 1249000000 


Price of Bid 
Documents 


PRP 600007 


Delivery Schedule 


ET ATTI 
gn recap o! NTP or Lotar ot Creo, 

| whichever comes ae 

compat bidding procedures using non-ascretonary "passai" criera 

s and Regulations (ARCA) of Һериз Act 9184 (RA. 184). otherwise 


"GHOBACLAOD.ENM QS GT 
"Stunts Sniper Flies 556 mm. 
TES Package 


I Bidding ми be conducted rough ор 


"And to ойтеп of corporations ol a county the aws and regulations of which grant sina” igh ot 
Filipino citizens, pursuant о Republic Act 5183 (FA. S183) and subject o Commonwealth Act 138 
"A. 138). The procese forthe eighty check s doserna in Section (ol the Bidding Documents, ITS. The 
lóder withthe Lowest Calculated Bi (LC) shall advance tone pos-quaificaion stage inorder nal caring 
Tesponsivanass of ha bid 1o technical and nancial requirements of 1ле project. Tha contract shal inan be avarced 
Lowest Calculated and Rosponsiv Bidder (LCF) whe would be detarmined as such curing ie post 
ication procedure 
iod Bidders may obtain futher nlrmation rom AFP ВАС Secretariat and inspect he Bading Documents at to 
low trom 8:00 ал, 500 pm. Monday ю Friday exctudng otaye 
A complete sat of Bidding Documents may ba purchased by interested Вега rom е address below upon payment ol 
‘non folundaba fe, Ta mainoa ol payment wis ban tne form of casn ony. Tha Basing Documents Shai Ба от 
Porsonahy by he prospective Bidder or his auonzad reprasantatv. 
3. Tho AFP wii hold a Pre-Bid Conleronce opan to al iteretad partes at 10:30 m, December 20, 2007 (Thursday) at 
fa 508 Panday Pira, G/F Bulwagang Manini, Camp Сапегі Emilo Aqui, Cuozon Ciy. 
Bids and Оу requirements must bo dolvered to the adóress below on or Бога 9:00 алт, January 8, 2008 
(Tuesday) AY Bids must be accompanied by a Bd Secury in any form and corresponding amour alowed wader RA 
9184 and ts IRR-A. Lalo ds shal rot be accopad 
. Big opaning sal be at 9:00 n. January 8, 2008 (Tuesday) at Pa SIT Panday Pira, GF Bulwagang tabi, Camp 
General Emilo Aguinaldo, Quezon СПу. Bids wi be opened in e presence ofthe Bidders representaives wno 
choose to and at ina address velom. 


3. Oniy far or bids rom supptors who are thomselves tho manufacturers or ia duly autorzed representatives shal ba 


рисот 25%) of no ABC of t 
To вошь eibi checking, manutacturors ora uy rproseaves who weh о partcipato in no publ зде 
тау spi o двамата AFP BAC tough a ОНО DAC 1 Secretariat a ому e sati Du то ши o 
three G) daye pror 1e т scheduled sosmission and opening cs 
|. Tho AFP reservas Io пу 1o accept or et алу and a Bids, decr а вло ol bling or not award he convact 
without nrg any aot lana acad Вода о деде 
Otic ot tho AFP Bids and Awards Commies 
GIF Bulwagang будоо 
Camp Gonera! trio Арала. Quezon Ciy 
enact Porson: Ma. Edna 8 Маго 
Sune 1-00) Lec ӘМ 
Fax Nr 911-8001 Loc oo 
Emal Ad matonzoióGQ yahoo.com ph 
‘obs: wm pgp not 


(908) BGEN JERRY V JALANDONI AFP 
Cnaiman, СНО BACT 
СЛ 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2007 *7 


Caw LASSIFIEDS м 


VEGA MANILA {CREWMANAGEMENT, INC 
we are family 
is urgently in need of 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANT 
Qualifications: 
female; not more than 28 years old 
a graduate of B.S. Accountancy from reputable school 
previous Financial/Accounting Assistant experience in manning/ 
crewing company preferred 
computer literate 
possess excellent interpersonal skills and dynamic personality 
articulate in English, oral and written communication 
willing to work beyond working hours 
fresh graduates are welcome to apply 
Salary: negotiable, commiserating qualification and experience 
Successful applicant shall attain secured and long term employment with 
our fast growing company. 
Please send resumes to vfedelicio@vega-manila.com.ph or apply 
in person at: 
VEGA MANILA CREWMANAGEMENT, INC. 
Unit 901 & 903, State Financing Center II, 
Ortigas Ave., Mandaluyong City 
(Beside POEA) 
Tel.: 725-1840 / 722-6588 
aoh: 0918 979 2337 
Website: www.vega-manila.com.ph 


State of Kuwait 
Ministry of Health 


Medical Shoes Technicians required forthe Алиса! Limp Centre Center, Ministry of Health, Stale of Kuwalt 
‘with he folowing requirements: 


г Medical Shoes Technicians (2) 


Knowladgo of basics of the prolession ofall medical shoes manufacturing stages. 
Knowledge and understanding how io take speciic measures of diseases such as Congent 
problems, diabetes 


2. Medical Shoes Assistant Technicians (2) 


‘Quatications: 

*' "Higher Secondary School wih Two years diploma course 

Job requirements: 

TP Kewego 1 take specific measures of diseases such as Gypsum- plastic leather. 

< Manulacturing medial shoes with specialization in diseases lke Paralyss-Bistere-Minorknaes and 
feet problems 


3. Medical Shoes hni 2) 

‘Quattcavons 
‘Higher Secondary School diploma industrial parts and fe years experiance 

Job requirements: 

Т Abi to manufacture medical shoes, Including feet problems, paralysis machines, Types of bacbeits 
and lower manufacturing pans 


4, Parts Manufacturing Technicians (6) 


"catons 

+ Diploma in industrial parts, medical equipment, м five years experience. In addon, shouid be able to 
Comprenend Engren language for Rems mentioned above, the бөлей ol working in e id along with 
‘workstations who uses Mesa Elements in roal Мо stuaons. 


Job requirements: 
+" Manutacturing Aljabar pans, manutacturing higher element parts and paralysis Subst equipment 


lary and Privileges: 


‘The salary wil be accorong io qualicaon and years ol experience as per our CMI Services Commission 
regulations c no State of Kuwait. Thity-ve days annual leave. 

Economy class air tickets to country of residence on joining duty and on termination of contract. 
‘Applications including detaled C.V., copies of qualiicaon and experiance cortcales, passport copy and 
‘names of roe retornes 10 Бе Sentio fà following address" 


EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT 
1230 Acacia Road Dasmariñas Vilage, Makati Слу 


State of Kuwait 
Ministry of Health 
Ministry of Health, State of Kuwait the following 
categories of technicians: 
Echo Technician 
2. Cath Lab Technician 
Qualification: 


* Bachelor's degree in the respective field plus 2 
(two) years experience (preferred). 


Job requirements: 


* Thorough knowledge of the profession. 
* Good Command of English. 


109178884040 
7269687 
BUYS RENE PAWN | 


P OLEX URAC 
JEWELRY 

NDS! 

IESTIPRICE 

P OTCASH. 


TERRE RE 


Applications including detailed C.V., copies of 
qualification and experience certificates, with 
passport copy to be sent to the following address: 


EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT 
1230 Acacia Road Dasmariñas Village, Makati City 
Philippines Inc. 


‘an Aboitiz company 


NOTICE OF LOSS 


Standard Рр 
Deluxe Php 
Delme2 Php 
Superior DPhp 
Family room Php 
Sute Рр 


2900 
330 
3500 
4200 
5000 
650 


Hapag-Lloyd 


right with breakfast 


RSLJR Realty 


0917-5220905 
(02) 912-8399 
Fax: (02) 856-0925 


FOR SALE 


pm 
47 saara Оноу Tal 


‘Beau Vai Tagaytay, 
tjrs 1.000599 Poor. 


зат win parting aa 
Руи 

‘SBR Ras Condo Sabato 
Маа 1501. 3 Tot 
Baimons, Mats Fen wth 


Karoo Во: 12 Famy 
Rooms wih TB Bar wih 
Вг. 3 Futon Acoms, 


ООО 


CIVIL ENGINEER 


Min. 3 years 
experience - 
Construction! 
Building Industry 
Excellent 
Leadership Skils 
Email resumé w/ pic 
to tatrm @ yahoo.com 
or call 09209523620 


LICENSED 
ARCHITECT 


Aboveave. 
communication! 
presentation skills 
Knowledgeable In 
condo/bidgland 
developments 
Part-time basis only 
email resumé wiplc to 
tatmT@yahoo.com 
ог call 09209523620 


PANN BUYSELL 
АЕ 
SMS WATCHES 
COLD & MAMONO ЎЕШ 
sec |ndo trieta 
EET 07956 


RYKEROLL 
RENT-A-UAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
‘7818716 / 1964371 

0921349700 


exposure. 
for your ad. 
Advertise In 


JobMarket Litre 
зорнен аузы азн 


POTTER’S RIDGE HOTEL 
TAGAYTAY 


Km 67 Aguinaldo Highway (before Splendido) 
"Te. (046) 4190368 (46) 4134566 Mobile 09194620807 
Emai: pottersigehcel@ yahoo.com 


net good For two persons 
те! good For ho persons 
net good for two persons 
net good for two persons 
net good for three persons 
net good for two persons 


Rates are inclusive of breakfast for two (2) 
Additonal person sharing room Php 800 per head per 


This is to notify that the ff. Piltel Stock Certificate 
Nos. issued on 07/11/1995 were lost: 00077043, 
00077044, 00077045, 0077167, 00077187, 
00077219 & 00077170 issued on 07/11/1995 
were lost. Any transactions entered hereinto will 
not be honored by the company with business 
address at: 25/F, Trident Tower, 312 Gil Puyat 
Ave., Makati City. 


(POL December 14.2007) 


NATI 


HOME GUARANTY. 
DOLE-NCR.. 


ONAL 


CLASSIFIEDS 


More Classified Ads: 


More employment opportunities 


in today’s JOB MARKET, 
Every Sunday with the 


Where You Pind The Best. 


4 n 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2007 


God so: 

loved 
the world, 

hat He | 
gave His i 


“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.” ~ Ecclesiastes 33 


ARTEMIO GUIPOCO DELA CRUZ 
f Cate Cip Pade Con, Qreson & Toy Cy 
ded ротой on Domb а 2007 at the age of 7 


His loving wife, Natividad; children Marilou, Preciosa, Lydia, Racquel, Gideon 
and Rodel; grandchildren and grea-grandchildren; sisters; other relatives and 
friends offer their thanksgiving for a life well lived as he awaits resurrection. 


His earthly remains lie ín state at the Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ^ 


тте н 


ROMAN TAN CHUA 


Returned to his maker on December 12, 2007 
at the age of 52. 


He is survived by 


HIS WIFE. 
Evelyn 


CHILDREN 


| ‘only! {| | Matas Coy 
; begotten * 
(о; 
bx 
whoever 


Makati City. 


Final necrological services will be at high noon on Saturday, 
December 15, 2007 followed by cremation at Loyola Crematory Services, 


„ле omit mass co. 


believes 
in Him 
shall not 
perish 
but have 
everlasting 
life.”, 


mmy 
ШИЛ 


ВА 


‘Trish, Маску and Chaska, 


Saturday, December 15, 2007. 


“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened 
and I will give you rest. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 


JAIME T. NIVERBA 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
оп December 12, 2007 at the age of 75. 


He shall be missed by his dearest wife Paning; children Rolly, Maricar, 
Monina and Dong, Malu and Theo, Tess and Trevor, and his grandchildren 


His ashes lie in state at Sanctuarium, G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City until 


Matthew 11:28 and 30 


Stephanie 
Pamela Jane 
Dominique 
His cremated remains will be at the 
Bonifacio Chapel of Funeraria Paz, 


Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque 
from the evening of December 14 until December 16. 


Interment will be on Sunday, December 16 


following the necrological service. 


“There is a time and a season for everything 
A time to be born and a time to die. 


A time to weep and a time to mourn. A time to laugh and a time to dance. 


God has made everything beautiful in its time.” 
- Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2, 4 & 11 


mereri 


CLASSIFIEDS 


DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
2. Laurel Ave., Davao City 
Telephone No. 082-221-9400 (оса! 204) / Fax: 082-2264885 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Davao City Water District (ОСМО), through its Bids and 

Commitee-8 (BAC-B), invites contractors registered with and classi 

the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) to apply for eligibility 

and И found eligible, 10 bid for the hereunder contract 

Мате of Contract: 800mm Temporary By-Pass Transmission 

Line Crossing Davao River 

: Diversion Road, Maa, Davao City 
The project includes the Pipelaying of 
в00ттО MLCSP and 914.40mmQ SDR-17. 
HDPE Pipe, Installation of 2.0 units Valve Box, 
Valves, Fittings, Concrete Ballastsinker 
along the HDPE Pipeline, Steel and HDPE 
Pipe joint connection, tapping, hydrotesting 
and disinfection, Butt-fusion method for 
joining HDPE Pipe and fittings. 
Php 10,200,011.91 


Location 
Brief Description 


Approved Budget for 
the Contract (ABC) 
Contract Duration : 112 Calendar Days 
Prospective bidders should possess a valid PCAB License applicable to the 
‘contract, have completed a similar contract with value of at least 50% of 
the ABC, and have key personnel and equipment (listed In the Eligibility 
Forms) available for the prosecution of the contract. The BAC will use non- 
discretionary раззлай criteria in the Eligibilty Check/Screening as well as 
the Preliminary Examination of Bids. The BAC-B will conduct post- 
Qualification of the lowest calculated bid. 
АП particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid 
Security, Performance Security. Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation of 
Bids, Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by tne 
pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and Из Implementing Rules and 
Regulation-A (IRR-A). 
The schedule of BAC-B activities is as follows: 
BACB Activites 

T. Recepl rom prospective йди a Lets ol 

leri (LOI including Applcaton ЕЖУ 

Issuance o! Eigily Foms 

Recept о ER gy equremante 

Noles o esuls of Eigbity Chock 

Issuance of Bid Documents 

Prebid Confrence February 4, 2008 200 P.M. 

Receipt ard Opening ol Bids. February 18, 2008, 200 PM. 
The BAC-B will issue to prospective bidders Eligibilty Forme thru the BAC-B. 
Secretariat clot tha DCWD Office of the AGM for Operations, Bajada, Davao 
City, upon their submission of a LOI, and upon their payment of a non 
refündabie amount of Php 1,500.00 io the DCWD Cashier. Prospective 
bidders shall submit the Eigibiity Requirements to the BAC-B at Ihe said 
‘address, They may also obtain the resulis of the eligibility Check by the Bac- 
B at the same address. 
“The BAC will issue Bidding Documents only to bidders declared by the Bac- 
B to be eligible forthe bidding upon payment of a non-refundable amount of 
Php 3,500.00 to the DCWD Cashier. 
The Davao City Water District assumes no responsibility whatsoever to 
compensate or indemnity bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation 
of iheir bids. 


Schedule 
Decerber 1421, 2007 


December 1421, 2007 
Decembor 17-28, 2007 
January 7-22, 2008 
January 929, 2008 


‘Approved by: 


($99. ENGR. EDWIN V. REGALADO 
Chairperson, Bids & Awards Committee-B. 


(Poi December 14,2007) 


2 www.goindustry.com 


Online Auction 
GENERATING SETS 


Closing: Friday, 14 December 2007 - 18:00 CCT (L 
Location of the Assets: Cavite, Philippines 

Diesel Generators; Dry Type Transformers & 
Uninterruptible Power Supply 


VIEWING: STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT 
For more details please vist our website at www.goindustry.com & 
‘search for Generating Sets 


Time) 


Online Auction 
SEMICONDUCTOR MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT 


и 12007 - 18:00 CCT (Local 
Location of the Assets: Cavite, Philippines 
Asset Includes: 
DISCO Fully Automatic Grinder; (6) ESEC Die Attach 
Bonders; (33) KAIJO / (26) K&S Wire Bonders, (6) Die 
Coating Machines, (5) Auto Mold Decullers, (5) Auto 
Frame Loaders, Flexible Pad Marking Machines, (16) 
3rd Optical Machines; (4) Die Attach cue Oven; (11) 
Transfer Encapsulation Presses; Etc. 
VIEWING: STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT 


For more deals leas vist our website at ww gaindustrycom & 


Golndustry 
Henry Butcher 


Contact: JENNY, JESSA or DANG 
Tel: +63 2 822 5555 
manila@goindustry.com 


- 
U 
=) 
q 
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| MARCELINA 
Ч MORENO ROA 


of Daet and San Vicente, Camarines Norte 


Peacefully joined her Creator on 
the 11th day of December 2007 
at the age of 91, in Cortlandt Manor, New York 

Her bereaved daughter, Eloisa & Ireneo Medalla, her 
grandchildren Leonor Iris & Ed Hagberg and Emerito, 
great-grandchildren Evan and Kaylie Nicole Hagberg, 
daughter Camila & Josue Villapando and children, 
sister Rita M. Yu and sister-in-law Adalia Moreno, her 
nephews and nieces, relatives and friends request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 
Her remains were interred at Rose Hills Cemetery in 
Putnam Valley, New York on the 12th day of December 
2007 at 10:00 A.M. 
The following Holy Masses will be offered for the 
eternal repose of her soul: 
December 1310 20, 7:00AM Christ the King Church, 
(Dec. 16, Sunday, 7:30 АМ}  Greenmeadows, 
Quezon City 
St. John the Baptist Church. 
Daet, Camarines Norte 
December 21, 8:00 AM (Christ the King Church, 
MEMORIAL MASS Greenmeadows, Quezon City 


| 
A 
We invite relatives and friends to join her family at these 
Masses. Thank you and God bless us all. Я 


December 1310 21, 6:00 AM 


TEO L. TUTANES ' 


Died gracefully on December 11, 2007 
at the age of 23. 


His parents Dante & Marlyn; brothers 
JR & Patrick; sister April and other relatives 
request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at his 
residence at Brgy Street, Lower Bicutan, 
Taguig, Metro Manila. 


Interment will be on Sunday, 
December 16, 2007 at Manila Memorial Park 
Malolos, Bulacan after the 2:00 p.m. mass. 


Aut obituary with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 


INQuinER OBITUARIES 
[МЕ ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS and banicto-bank payments 


Always caring. 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: © Copy of Denti Cert Ө Any denifeaion document (LD) 


.. CLASSIFIEDS 


Repiblicol he Phippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Regional Office No. IV-A 
Sd Fc, Andenson Bido, I, Brgy. Parian, Calamba Cty 


December 13,2007 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice Is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fed wiih this 
Regional Office application's tor Alen Employment Permis. 

Name and Address Name of Foreign 
of CompanyiEmployer NatlonaiCitizenship, 


түрт 

\ ера нат D 
С. CENTRAL OFFICE BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE n 
P Видя 6, San Lazaro Compound, Rizal Avenue, Sta. Cruz, 1003 Mania. wa 
A sius E GI Fe WS s TT 
Midas 
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
(CONSULTANT SERVICES) 


Philippines 
Second Women's Health and Safe Motherhood Project 
Project Loan No. 7290 PH 
The Government o! ne Phiippines has appa Loan to the Iniemaional Bark lor Paconsclon and 
Development (BRD). and Wands 1o apply part the proceeds of s Loan о payenis under ie 
along cons: 


SAMMA CORPORATION Mr. Young Woo Haw 
CEZ, Rosario, Сам Korean 

BIGMATE PHILIPPINES, ING, — | Mr. Yoshinori Tomabel 
FPP, 5а Arastaca, Japanese 

Sio. Tomas, Bangas 


Consutant 


занат Manager 


a Fogel 
ТЕЕСБТАР- | Сарат ute of WSMP Teams ai 
200725 | the Natonal Regional (CHD-BICOLI 
CARAGA and LGU eris (utgan del Sur 

and Sorsogon 


ЕТАН 
Tracinsutrg i t ask 0 design. 
develop and manage he conduct oi 
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GREENBELT 
EXCELSIOR 


АЕ Greenbelt Excelsior, experience Мака! 
glamorous Greenbelt district in a friendly 
new light. Have intimate knowledge of 
the city’s most charming secrets. From a 
carefully planned network of pedestrian 
streets and the fastest routes to work. 

To a multitude of classy shops and 


restaurants and exciting leisure offerings. 
And in the comfort of your lavish home, 
discover first-rate fitness amenities perfect 
for healthy recreation. 

Whether you're getting around, getting ahead or simply basking in the luxury of 

your privileged lifestyle, Greenbelt Excelsior makes each day infinitely satisfying 


Joint Venture Partner: 


Choose from executive studios to three-bedroom suites $. 
pre-furnished with home appliances and dining/bedroom sets. 
Lump sum payment Greenbelt Chancellor / Greenbelt Excelsior Showroom and Information Centre 


Interest payment (Open daily from 9 am to 10 pm) + E-mail: mcbd-salesservices@ megaworldcorp.com 
For inquiries, please call (632) 856-4220 / (632) 856-4221 * Cell No. (0915) 313-7409 The CPGroup MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 
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By Maurice Malanes 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


A TRINIDAD, BENGUET— 

Where in the country can you 

throw arabica coffee seeds in- 
to. the soil and can grow to bear 
those aromatic coffee beans, which, 
if roasted, processed and brewed, is 
the profitable magic word at every 
coffee shop on the block? 

‘Arabica coffee, one of the most expensive 
and aromatic coffee varieties worldwide, 
grows only in a few select areas in the 
Philippines, such as in the provinces of 
Benguet and Mt. Province, and in certain 
areas of Ifugao, Kalinga, Abra and Apayao. 

“The Cordillera has a competitive edge in 
producing arabica coffee. Unfortunately, 
local arabica growers have yet to learn to 
‘compete with the big national and multina- 
tional players,” says Thomas Killip, a for- 
mer mayor of Sagada, Mt. Province, and 
now presidential assistant for Cordillera af- 
fairs. 

When the Office of the President tasked 
Killip's office to study and look for econom- 
ic initiatives that could help alleviate pover- 
ty in the Cordillera, he and his staff turned 
to the potentials of arabica coffee. 


Why arabica coffee? 

Killip says the Cordillera has started pro- 
ducing organically grown arabica coffee af- 
ter it was first introduced by the Spaniards. 

Killip also cites how producing and con- 
suming coffee have become woven into the 
economic livelihood, cultural rituals and 
culinary practices of Cordillerans. 

“The best thing is that arabica coffee, al- 
though produced for household use and 
grown in backyards, requires minimum 
farm inputs so almost everybody in a com- 
munity can grow it," he says. 

Killip should know because his home- 
town of Sagada is known for its aromatic 
arabica coffee grown in between limestone 
rocks in the village of Fidelisan. 

“Requiring no chemical fertilizers and pes- 
ticides, coffee production has likewise helped 
protect the environment while helping con- 
trol erosion in sloping terrain,” he says. 

Killip laments, however, that despite its 
favorable benefits and potentials, arabica 
coffee in the upland region has remained a 
secondary crop, produced and traded in 
negligible quantities with inferior process- 
ingand marketing qualities. 

Arabica coffee is a potential earner for 
many Cordillera farmers, says Richard 
Abellon, Killip's assistant. 

Abellon cites how a kilogram of ready-to- 
roast arabica coffee beans was selling at 
P70 two years ago but now sells at P140, or 
a 100 percent increase. 


Problems 

Despite local Arabica coffee's potential as 
atop earner, local growers need to improve 
not only their production, but also their 
marketing, says Killip. 

He says local coffee processing remains 
crude because post-harvest facilities and 
technology are still not available. 

He also laments that as in the vegetable 
industry, middlemen dictate the price of 
coffee beans “while products of local en- 
trepreneurs remain marginalized in the 
competitive coffee market dominated by 
big national and multinational traders.” 

Killip appreciates the various initiatives 
by individual and coffee growers and local 
traders such as the Benguet Organic Coffee 
Arabica Enterprises Limited Inc. (Bocaeli). 
The group is a cooperative of more than 
200 backyard coffee growers in Benguet. 

But Killip says these initiatives are still 
“at best too localized and too diffused to 
make a dent within the ... industry.” 

Killip also finds current programs of vari- 
ous government agencies and the private 
sector fragmented. 

“(As a result, these programs] remain 
unable to decisively address the problem of 
production volume and quality product de- 
velopment," he says. 


Empowering small growers 

Killip is optimistic the Cordillera can be 
transformed into the country’s arabica capi- 
tal by empowering local growers if they are 
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LBC BANK - POISED TO BECOME NO. 1 REMITTANCE BANK 
LBC Bank complements the worldwide remittance business of 
the LBC Group, addressing the ever-growing needs of the 
millions of Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) and their families 
by offering them breakthrough products and banking services. 
Take ATM Bilis Padala. Through LBC Bank's integrated online 
system, all it takés is a few seconds to send money from any 
local and international affiliate to an LBC Bank ATM Bilis Padala 
card. Get remittances anytime through LBC Bank ATMs and in 
over 6000 Megalink, BancNet and Expressnet ATMs 
nationwide. No set-up fee. No bank account required. 


LBC BANK TODAY 
Starting as a small rural bank in 1956 and acquired by the LBC Group in 1995, LBC Bank has grown by leaps and bounds to what 
itis today - a premier development bank with 20 branches, deposits of 3.6 billion pesos, and assets of over 4 billion pesos. 


LBC Bank has been recognized for its exceptional commitment and outstanding service to clients - as Top Development Bank 
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OUR GROUP 
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Тре life and times 
of a Delhi beggar 


zh 
NEW DELHI—BABAJI WAS 
born without hands or fore- 
arms, and so he is not sur- 

is prised that he has ended up 
begging in a subway in the In- 
dian capital. “My arms have 
been like this since birth. It is 
God's will,” he said in an in- 

S terview. “I never went to 
school—how would I hold 
anything?” 

Although Babaji, 51, is ге- 
signed to never marrying 
himself, weddings have 
nonetheless proved the bane 
of his life. 

He came to Delhi about six 
months ago with a seemingly 
hopeless target: To raise the 
50,000 to 70,000 rupees 

-($1,250 to $1,750) he reck- 
ons he needs to pay the 
dowry of his niece. 

He is doing this by begging 
for pennies. 

Smiling at passersby from 
his usual spot, he sits cross- 
legged with a bowl on the 
floor in a central subway, lift- 
ing the stumps of his arms 
imploringly. 

The practice of paying a 
dowry is illegal in India, but 
remains the norm, and Babaji 
has assumed the responsibili- 
ty of finding the money as the 
eldest man in the family. 

“My sister's husband died. 
Tt was God's will. She has two 
daughters, and I have to get 
one married," he said. “Its 
my responsibility" 

Begging is illegal too, but 
so far Babaji has not been 
caught and jailed, despite 
promises by Delhi's leaders to 
Tock up the city's beggars be- 
fore the 2010 Common- 
‘wealth Games take place. 

Babaji says he earns 50 to 60 
rupees a day, sometimes 100. 

“Only God knows how Tl 


hisshop. 


get the money,” he said. “I 
have no money right now. I 
have nothing saved. I just 
manage to eat." 

Al he knows is that he is 
even less likely to find the mon- 
ey back home in his village in 
the state of Uttar Pradesh. 

Babaji wasa teenager when 
his father died, but most of 
the money made by selling 
the family clothes shop went 
to pay the dowry of Babaji's 
sister, about 30,000 to 40,000 
rupees, he said. 

“I loved the village. The 
people there loved me. I am 
forced to live here," he said. 

Here no one ever smiles at 
him and people rarely talk to 
him, except for a vegetable 
seller who lets Babaji sleep 
on a patch of pavement near 


The vegetable seller makes 
sure Вараў ое not go hungry. 
"He says that I'm lucky for 
him," Babaji 
He says he does not feel 
bitter about his situation. 
"No one is responsible for 
this state of mine,” he said 
“Itis God's will.” REUTERS 
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laws. 


aid. forced into the van. 


promise you. 


n India, 


As the raid van patrols the 
streets of Delhi, officers watch 
expectantly through the win- 
dows as a hunchbacked young 
man in rags hobbles around a 
corner, his withered left leg dan- 
gling between his crutches, a 
memento of childhood polio. 
The man stopped at a road- 
side kiosk and stretched out a 
hand. The kiosk owner took pity. 
“He gave him money let's gol" 
shouted AM. Pandey head of 
the Delhi's beggar raiding team, 
ashe and a colleague hurtled out 
ofthe van towards the man, who 
was carefully pocketing a one- 
rupee coin (about 2 US cents). 
The shocked man first tried 
smiling his way out of trouble as 
he was led across the road, his 
crutches scrabbling on the tarmac. 
“Don't push me,” he said, his 
smile quickly dissolving in tears 
when he realized he was being 


“TIL go home and not beg, I 


While India’s economy may be 
growing faster than ever, so are 
income inequalities. It still has 
no comprehensive welfare sys- 


tem to keep millions of people 
ош of desperate poverty. 

‘Activists say it is‘a double in- 
justice to imprison those that hit 
rock bottom in Indian cities, and 
they want begging decriminal- 
ized. 

Even some of those working 
within the system, who repeat- 
edly bring up the government 
pressure they are under with the 
coming of the Commonwealth 
Games, agree there are serious 
problems. 

A welfare officer at one of the 
beggar jails said he had men in 
his custody who he believed 
were innocent homeless labor- 
ers, who can look indistinguish- 
able from beggars. 


Innocent men convicted 

The men caught during raids 
are initially locked up in a rat-in- 
fested north Delhi detention cen- 
ter. There is no phone for them to 
call family or friends, although 
they are allowed to write or dic- 
tate a letter 

Eventually they appear before 
а magistrate in a dedicated beg- 
gars court. Nearly 3,000 men. 
shuffle through each year. 

The defendant's case is decided 
on the strength of his word 
against that of the government of- 
ficial who originally bundled him 
into the van. Sometimes there is a 
lawyer from a nongovernmental 
organisation to help. 

Proving that begging took 
place is not necessary. 

As, the 50-year-old law says, 
"having no visible means of sub- 
sistence,” and so being likely to 
beg, is enough fora conviction. 

‘Some men go free. Others are 
locked up until they can get 


someone to pay a bond, typically 
3,000 rupees ($75). The rest are 
sent to a beggar jail for one to 
three years, or up to ten on a sec- 
ond offense—the same penalty 
as for violent robbery. 

If they are “blind, a cripple or 
otherwise incurably helpless,” аз 
the law puts it, they can be 
locked up for the rest of their 
lives, at ће discretion ofa senior 


civil servant. 


“This law criminalizes pover- 
ty” said Paramjeet Kaur, the di- 
homeless charity 
Aashray Adhikar Abhiyan, 

"Mostly the people who are 
caught are not beggars, they are 
the working homeless or trav- 
ellers, people new to the city" 

A welfare officer at one deten- 
tion center agreed there was 
some truth in this. "It happens, 
people get caught who aren't 
begging but who are just mi- 
laborers living on the 
Toad," he said, speaking on con- 


rector of 


grant 


dition of anonymity. 


Rehab doesn't work 

There are nearly 60,000 beg- 
gars in Delhi, according to the lo- 
cal government—nearly a third 


are children. 


The ancient idea of giving 
alms as a religious duty is still 
strong, which is why temples 
and mosques are the first places 
the raid van heads to each morn- 
ing to catch beggars. 

But some middle-class Indians 
just find beggars irritating. 

Members of the New Delhi Bar 
Association successfully urged 
the courts this year to see that 
more beggars are locked up, say- 
ing some of them can be rude 


and threatening. 
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he poor are 
sent to jail for begging 


NEW DELHI—MOST MORN- 
ings in New Delhi, a battered van 
sets off around the Indian capital 
and snatches bedraggled and dis- 
abled men from the streets. 
These men are among the last 
things Delhi wants to see as it 
spruces itself up ahead of hosting. 
‘Commonwealth 
Games, seen as a chance to 
flaunt the capital as the face of a 
new, more modern India. 
Hundreds of beggars are be- 
ing locked up for between one 
and ten years under antibegging 


Likewise, the media routinely 
describe beggars as a menace, 
and characterize them as schem- 
ing and surprisingly wealthy 
members of organized criminal 
gangs. 

But many authorities working 
with beggars say there is almost 
no evidence for such claims, 
Most beggars earn less than 50 
rupees a day (about $1), accord- 
ing to two separate government 
surveys—about the price of a 
cappuccino in a ritzy Delhi cafe. 

Most migrated to Delhi from 
villages in India’s poorest states 
for lack of income, often due to 
illiteracy, disease ог old age. 
Many are women and children, 
but the government struggles to 
find the female staff needed by 
Jaw to catch them. 

Rehabilitation is usually given 
as the main justification for jail- 
ing Delhi's beggars, Брошу a 
dozen or so men out of the 350 
currently locked up at one of the 
beggar homes opt ‘td take the 
spinning, handioom and carpen- 
пу classes offered there, 

One convict said the rest of 
them—who spend their days.Jy- 
ing on mats on the floor, 20 to a 
room—had been waiting more 
than a month for the television 
tobe fixed. 

None of the officers who 
spoke to Reuters believed that 
anyone benefited from the train- 
ing classes offered, the same 
conclusion reached by a 
Supreme Court committee's in- 
vestigation in 2005. 

‘Among the more diligent stu- 
dents were Ashok, 42, and 
Vidya, 60, who insisted they 
were wrongly caught. 

‘REUTERS 


Firm’s marketing campaign begets a good deed 


BECAUSE А SHAKEYS BRANCH WAS 
near their house, Alproceso Reyes would al- 
ways take his son, Alproceso Reyes II, nick- 
<named Prongs; to eat there. Not only did 
the dad enjoy the food, but he remembered 
that as a child, he was amazed at seeing the 
show (Le. how the pizzas were 
made—hand-tossed in the air and then 
caught deftly by what seemed tó him, then, 
утру by the thumb and forefinger of the 
Ban he called "Shakey's Pizza Maker"). 
ра was sure Prongs would enjoy watching 
is show, too. Prongs is a sprightly 8 year. 
Фа who always excelled in school and was 
néver a problem to anyone. 

‘One Sunday, the family went to their fa- 
Rite тете eie velia 
ашо treat. It was there that they heard 
Bf the raffle and got really excited. Prongs 
‘Bens so excited—he wanted to see Disneyland 

id was so sure he would win the raffle that 

j filled up his own raffle stub. 

Months later, and to his surprise, Prongs 

heard his name mentioned on TV as one of 
"liie winners. 

He rushed to his father's bedroom to tell 
him about the win but saw his dad was 
sleeping. He gently closed the door but 
silently jumped up and down with joy. 

When his dad woke up and Prongs told 
him, his father asked if he was sure of his 
win, and Prongs said: “Dad, we must be the 
only two people with the name Alproceso!" 

That same afternoon they went to the 
Shakey's restaurant near their home and 
were told that the awarding was set for 
about a month later and would be held at 
the Shakey's head office. 

During the waiting period, Prongs got 
sick and was hospitalized. His condition 
‘worsened and on Sept.'S, 2007 he passed 
away. 

Prongs 
P300,000. 


hospitalization totalled 


After the burial, the Reyes went to the 
Shakey's head office for the awarding of the 
winners. The Shakey's management no- 
ticed during the picture-taking that the 
family was sad and asked why. At first the. 
family did not want to tell them but eventu- 
ally told the story of Prongs and asked if the 
prize could be converted to cash. 

Somebody present during the awarding 
said the Shakey's staff were crying upon 
hearing the story of Prongs. 
+, The general manager and the marketing 
director conferred with some of the other 
Shakey's executives upon hearing the story., 
‘They decided to convert the winning prize 
into cash which totalled P100,000 and 
added another P100,000 to pay for the bal- 
ance for the hospitalization [the family on- 
ly had P100,000 to pay for the bills]. 

The story of Prongs has been going 
laround th€@-mail with people asking to pa- 
tronize Shakéy's pizza for what they did. 
But Shakey's did not want the story to come 
out as they felt people might think they 
were exploiting the situation. 

In fact the press release on the awarding 
of the raffle winners did not mention any- 
thing about the passing of Prongs and 
Shakey's help to the family. 

The Shakey's Dine and Drive promo gen- 
erated one million entries that were sub- 
mitted, 153 were proclaimed winners of 
laptops, gift certificates, music players, and 
other exciting prizes. Of these winners, 3 
emerged as grand winners of a Honda CRY, 
and two tickets for five to Hong Kong with 
$1000 pocket money. Shakey's marketing 
director Meggie Jose, fondly shares that the 
winners were all regular Shakey's patrons 
and that they deserved the rewards. 


Family tradition 
Grand prize winner, Rosita Cajaron is a 
proud housewife from Bulacan. She enthu- 


siastically shares how she and her family has 
grown up with Shakey's, also remembers be- 
ing brought to different Shakey's restaurants 
by her dates when she was single. 

True enough, the practice of going to 
Shakey's to celebrate an important occa- 
sion remained a family tradition that on the 
birthday of one of her children, the family 
marked this birthday at the Shakey's Mall 
of Asia branch. For the food they ordered, 
they got six raffle entries for the Dine and 
Drive Promo. 


SHAKEY’s Meggie 
Jose with Alproceso 
and Genevieve 
Reyes, and Vie 
Gregorio 


GRAND prize 
winner gets the key. 
(LR) Shakey's 
marketing director 
Meggie Jose, winner 
Rosita Cajaron; GM 
Vic Gregorio; brand 
manager Coochy 
Mamaclay and J 
Romero's Mon Olbes 


‘The family was celebrating Rosita’s birth- 
day in Tagaytay when she received a phone 
call from friends that her name was an- 
nounced on TV as grand prize winner. 

Shakeys upgraded to ап automatic 
transmission model the Honda CRV manual 
transmission model she was supposed to 
win. 


Providential pause 

John Advincula is a young call-center 
agent working in Cebu. He was headed to 
the airport on his way home to Bacolod 
when he decided he must make his usual 
stop and eat his favorite thin crust pizza at 
Shakey's. Little did he know his stopover at 
his favorite restaurant and filling out a raf- 
fle promo entry form would be two of the 
luckiest decisions in his life. 

John won a family trip to Hong Kong for 
5 people. Coincidentally, the Advincula 
family has five members. Since he started 
working, John has been mulling over what 
special occasion present he could give his 
mother. Needless to say, he was speechless 
upon finding out about his windfall. 


Cordillera arabica growers roast it with big players ~ 


LOCAL coffee processing remains crude because post-harvest 


facilities and technology are still not available. 


to compete with the giants in 


the coffee industry. 


Buthe says small arabica cof- 
fee growers need all the support 
from local entrepreneurs, аса- 
demic institutions, the private 
sector, local governments and 
government: agencies through 
‘what he calls "convergence" of 


efforts. 


“Local growers and these var- 
ious sectors need to have a com- 
mon framework, program and 
structure in developing the ara- 
bica coffee industry in the re- 
gion,” he says. "In doing so, the 
Various initiatives and pro- 
grams could be synchronized 


and streamlined." 


Coffee councils 

Killip says various town and 
provincial coffee councils has 
been formed since his office 
started its program in 2005 to 
help consolidate and synchro- 
nize initiatives of local growers 
and of private and public sec- 
tors. 

A municipal coffee council 
was formed in Sagada and three 
provincial coffee councils—in 
Benguet, Mt. Province and Ifu- 
gao—were formed lately. 

Killip's office, in coordination 
with local growers’ groups, pri- 


vate groups and govetnthent 
agencies, seeks to federate into 
а regional body all these. town 
and provincial arabica: coffee 


councils. 


This regional body, which 
may yet be called a Cordillera 
Arabica Coffee Regional Coun- 
cil, seeks to help coordinate ef- 
forts—from setting up seedling 
nurseries and improving pro- 
duction to supporting the devel- 
opment of local post-harvest 
technology, improving process 
and packaging, and marketing. 

Supporting this effort for the 
local arabica coffee industry is 
the Episcopal Church of North- 


ern Philippines. It has set aside 
some of its idle lands as pilot ar- 
eas for arabica coffee produc- 
tion to help provide income for 
its members. 

The Episcopal Church is also 
willing to host buying stations 
where local arabica coffee 
growers can sell their coffee 
beans at a standard “fair trade 
price,” says Killip. 


Through the  munitipal, 
provincial and regional data 
coffee councils, small ы 
growers can make the most Gut. 
of the local coffee industry and 


can compete with the big play- 
ers in the industry" he says. 
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TWENTYSOMETHINGS INGRID DIMACU- 
Jangan, Nicole Angela Mercado and August Маг. 
tinez personalize their Christmas presents and 
bring their creativity into play in gift-giving. And 
because of the knowledge and skill they learned. 
when they studied the Digital Arts course, they 
are now taking their creativity a notch higher 


From paint brush to mouse 

Since high school, Ingrid has been making 
personalized greeting cards for family and 
friends. "I painted cards and bookmarks using 
‘watercolor: Since I took up digital arts at First 
Academy of Computer Arts, I won't be using 
‘watercolor anymore,” she says. “This time, I 
will color, design and layout the cards using my 
‘computer, The skills I learned helped me in de- 
signing better and more quickly than beforé. I 
can customize my gifts, so no designs are alike 
"which make them more special" 

For the holiday season, Nicole Angela Mer- 
cado also creates personalized greeting cards 
that showcase her artistic talent. This year 


BROWNIES 


Culinary school 
for young 
women holds 
food bazaar 


THE YOUNG WOMEN IN PUNLAAN 
School are training hard to someday join the 
workforce of restaurants and fine-dining estab- 
lishments but the reality is that a majority of 
them do not even have the means to eat three 
meals a day To help raise funds for the food and 
transportation stipend of some 120 scholars, a 
food sale is being organized by the school, offer- 
ing Christmas goodies baked by the students. 

Y you're doing last-minute holiday shopping, 
you can choose to have а meaningful and 
‘mouth-watering yuletide celebration by adding 
these treats to your shopping list: Choco 
chip/walnut/raisin cookies, spritz butter cook- 
ies and brownies. Customers can expect good- 
quality baking given that Punlaan is an NGO- 
managed technical-vocational school focused 
on food and beverage services training. 

Currently student population in Punlean on 
Paterno Street in San Juan stands at 160 stu- 
dents each year. Many of the scholars live in 
Fairview, Cainta, Antipolo, Taytay and Bulacan, 
requiring transportation and food allowances 
for on-the job trainings in Makati, Manila, and 
other sites. Funds are always needed but there's 
definitely room for hope given that Punlaan has 
а 100-percent track record of all graduates be- 
coming immediately employed in prestigious 
hotels and restaurants upon graduation. Aside 
from teaching job skills, the school also includes 
spiritual formation through the Prelature of 
Opus Dei. 

For its part, Clorox Intemational Phils. Inc. 
provides baking materials to the school like 
Glad Cook ‘п’ Bake, Glad Cling Wrap and Glad 
Aluminum Foil, Glad Garbage Bags, Glad Zip- 
per Bags for use in the baking and cooking dass- 
es. 


COOKIES 


“Their support is a boon for the school since 
they provide us with quality products which 
greatly facilitate and enhance the culinary skills 
training of the students. Punlaan is very fortu- 
nate to have them and we are truly grateful for 
their help,” says Anne Marie Jacinto, acting 
school directress. 

‘This season of giving, opt for gifts that fil the. 
tummies, warm the heart and help women 
scholars graduate, These gift ideas are very af- 
fordable—brownies are at P100, choco 
chip/walnut/raisin cookies at P110 while spritz 
butter cookies are available at P75. For orders 
and pickups or inquiries about the school, 
please call Maridel Pagayonan at telephone 
numbers 727-05-81/82, Mondays to Fridays, 8 
am. to pm, (Lead time for ordersis 3 working 
days) 


“м 
/PUNLAAN graduates become employed in 
hotels and restaurants. 
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Gift-giving done digital 


however, she is giving away customized shirts, 
bag tags and vector portraits to her loved ones. 
“When I think about what to give a person for 
Christmas, I consider his or her interests and 
hobbies,” she says. “I will give bag tags to 
friends who love to travel and vector portraits 
for those who are into photography” She is 
very happy about the digital arts skills she ac- 
quired in First Academy, “With it, you cah easily 
create something nice in just one sitting. You do 
not have to worry about making errors because 
you can effortlessly remove your mistake with 
‘simple commands in your computer” 


Digital art in cookie wrappers 

“Ilove spicing up simple things,” says August 
Martinez, The writer and budding en- 
trepreneur has just started a cookie business 
and plans to give his products this Christmas. 
Aside from taste, August says that package de- 
sign is crucial in getting a merchandise noticed. 
He credits his education in First Academy for 
teaching him to create attractive designs for his 


cookies. He adds that he 
wouldn't have the confidence 
to jump-start his business with- 
out the knowledge he has 
gained from the academy. 
‘August, Ingrid and Nicole are 
aware of the vast earning poten- 
tial a career in digital arts could 
give them. * 
Designed for the new genera- 
tion of multimedia artists, the 
First Academy of Computer Arts 
digital arts course is a comprehen- 
sive program that covers intensive 
training on print media arts, ad- 
vanced graphic arts and animation 
media arts; web design using the 
latest in web technologies; and 3D. 
animation. Short courses indude 
amateur digital filmmaking, digital photogra- 
phy, digital comics, manga illustration, junior 
digital arts and digital scrapbook. 
First Academy of Computer Arts is at the 2/F 


Saville Building, 8728 Paseo de Roxas Avenue 
corner Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City tels. 
(632) 898-2724 to 26. Also visit their website 
at wwwfirstacademynet for more informa- 
Чоп. 
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Computer 
arts students 
share ideas 
on 
personalized 
presents 
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Shop at the Shang 
and win a Volvo 


GET INTO THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON 
as premier lifestyle mall Shangri-La Plaza 
lines up fabulous finds and great shopping 
rewards just for you. Inspired by the time- 
honored tradition of gift giving, the holi- 
days are a reason for indulging ourselves 


and those on our Christmas lists. 


Score marvelous gifts and upscale items 
from the Shang's extensive array of shops 
and brands that bring together the best in 
fashion, beauty and luxury. Find everything 
you and your loved ones could wish for and 


enjoy a shopping experience that only the 
top lifestyle destination can provide. 

Shop at the Shang from Nov. 30, 2007 to 
Feb. 3, 2008, and get a chance to drive 
away in a brand-new Volvo C30 2.4L Sports 
Coupe and four Samsung 42-inch Plasma 
TVs. Every P2000 purchase in a single re- 
ceipt, cash or card, from any Shangri-La 
Plaza retail partner, entitles the customer to 
araffle coupon. 

The preliminary draws are on Dec. 19, 
Jan. 9, 2008, Jan 16 and Feb. 6. Get to win 
more than once as preliminary draw win- 
ners still get а shot at winning the Volvo 
C30 2.4L Sports Coupe during the grand 
raffle draw on Feb. 16. 

The holidays are bound to be merrier if 
you let the Shang take care of your shop- 
ping needs and maybe, if you're lucky, a 
luxury ride home! 

Shangri-la Plaza is located at the corner 
of Edsa and Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong 
City. For more information, call 633-7851 
001770, or log on to wwwshangrila- 
plaza.com. 


AYALA LAND SPREADS CHRISTMAS CHEERS 


It's an early Christmas treat for the Makati 


Business District as Ayala Land, together with its 
partners Globe, Jollibee, and the Makati Social 
Welfare and Development Group, spread the. 


Christmas cheers through Little Voices of 
featuring the. 
‘Schools. The series of shows started Nov. 


continues every weekend until Dec. 22 in Gloriet- 
ta, Greenbelt, Salcedo Market as well as in office 
buildings 6750 and Tower One & Exchange Plaza. 


iren from the Makati Public. 


Central Asthe million stars shine brightly at night in the 
Makati Central Business District, the itle voices. 
of cheer wiltwarm the hearts of people working 
and shopping in the MCBD. Stars of hope, joy, 
love and optimism will fill the air as well as the 
heart of everyone. Come together this season and 
live up to the real meaning of Christmas. Next 
performances will be on Dec. 15 at the Salcedo 
Market, Dec. 16 at Glorietta 3, and Dec. 22 at 
Greenbelt 3. 


‘HOLD ON TIGHT’ LAUNCH 

Drawing on her own memories of raising her 
firstborn child, Peachy Concepcion celebrates а 
mother's love with her first picture book ‘Hold On 
Tight illustrated in full color by Joel Chua. The 
author's wistful narrative resonates with the love 
and hope that every parent feels about letting а 
child grow and letting go. ‘Hold On Tight is a trib- 
ute to the timeless love that binds a parent to 
child and child to parent. ‘Hold On Tight was 
launched by Select Two Corp Dec. 10 at the Ur- 
daneta Village Friendship Hall. 


Cheer 
17апі 


SHFC posts P544M іп community mortgage program 

THE SOCIAL HOUSING FINANCE CORP (SHFC) REPORTS THAT FROM JANUARY TO OCTOBER 
this year, more than P544 million were released under its community mortgage program (CMP). 
This figure came about from 121 approved projects that benefited more than 200 families na- 
tionwide. The CMP Is a government financing facility administered by the SHFC. It provides col- 
lective loan payable for a maximum of 25 years at an annual interest rate of six percent to a duly- 


registered community association (СА). 


|. This scheme is applicable in the acquisition of the land 


CAs presently occupy or to where they will be relocated. The program is aligned with the thrust 
Of the office of the vice president and the concerns of the Housing and Urban Development Coor- 
dinating Council (HUDCC) in shelter financing for the urban poor. This is also an opportunity that 
‘empowers a particular community toward micro-enterprise development; capability building; 


shelter sector and basic Infrastructure servic 


; and program efficiency in urban poor home 


loans. More detalls on СМР are available at the Public Affairs Department of SHFC, 750-6337 to 


50100. 821. 


DE CASTRO, MISS EARTH INAUGURATE ST. FRANCIS DEPARTMENT STORE 


Vice President Noli de Castro (center) cuts the ceremonial 
ribbon during the inauguration of St. Francis Department 
‘Store at the Ortigas Center in Mandaluyong City recently. He 
is shown assisted by (from left) Miss Earth Jessica Trisko of 


dres. 


Canada, Miss Air Pooja Chitgopeker of India, and Miss Fire 
Angela Gomez of Spain. Also shown are ABS group presi- 
dent Luke Roxas and De Castro's chief of staff Jessie An- 


Cilostazol prevents stroke recurrence 


LONG-TERM USE OF THE DRUG 
cilostazol (Pletaal) post-stroke re- 
duced the risk of stroke recurrence, 
according to a large-scale study 
conducted in Japan. 

The Cilostazol Stroke Prevention 
Study (CSPS) found that 100 mg 
cilostazol taken twice a day pre- 
vented stroke recurrence among 
patients who have had a previous 
stroke. 

“Long-term administration of 
cilostazol significantly prevented 
the recurrence of cerebral infarc- 
tion by 41.7 percent compared to 
placebo”, said lead study investiga- 
tor Dr. Fumio Gotoh of the Depart- 
ment of Neurology, School of 
Medicine, Keio University in Tokyo, 
Japan. The result of the study 
showed that antiplatelet agents like 
cilostazol are a good option for the 
prevention of stroke. 

To further develop and test the 


efficacy of cilostazol, researchers 
are conducting an ongoing study 
known as CAIST or Cilostazol in 
Acute Ischemic Stroke Treatment. 
The study aims to compare the effi- 
cacy and safety of cilostazol with as- 
pirin in the treatment of acute 
stroke. The said clinical trial started. 
in Korea in January 2006 and is ex- 
pected to be completed in the last 
quarter of this year. 

Latest data from the Philippine 
Journal of Neurology show that the 
prevalence of stroke in the Philip- 
pines is 486 out of 100,000 of the 
population. According to the Stroke 
Society of the Philippines, majority 
of strokes are preventable. Lifestyle 
modification is a key element to 
prevent stroke. 

Aside from stroke prevention, 
cilostazol is also used to reduce 
symptoms of intermittent claudi- 
cation-a cramping sensation in 


the legs as a result'of decreased 
blood supply to the lower extrem- 
ities. 

The addition of ¢ilostazol asa 
stroke medication-is Welcome news 
toall Filipinos, especially those who 
are under stroke treatment. Cilosta- 
zol (Pletaal) is a prescription drug 
and patients need a doctor's recom- 
mendation for its use. 

Patients should be protected 
from risk of secondary stroke and 
the experience with Cilostazol (Ple- 
taal) as an anti-platelet is supported 
by evidence-based trials for more 
than 10 years. It is the innovator 
that provides trusted and proven ef- 
ficacy and long-term safety com- 
pared to other generic equivalents. 

For information on stroke issues 
and prevention, call the customer 
hotline at 811-4723 — for 
GMA/Metro Manila or 1-800-1888- 
4723 for provincial calls. 


UE Knights induction, Christmas party set Dec. 15 


THE UNIVERSITY OF THE EAST 
(UE) Knights Inc's (Ueki) induction 
ceremonies for its new set of offi- 
cers, mass oath taking for new 
members and Christmas party will 
be held on Dec. 15, 6 p.m. at the 
Alegria Room, Manila Pavilion Ho- 
tel, UN Avenue, Ermita, Manila. 
Senate President Manuel B. Villar is 
the guest of honor and inducting of- 
ficer. 

The newly elected Ueki officers 
are: lawyer Danilo О. Mendez, па- 
tional commander; Eduardo R. 
Nicolas Ш, 1st vice commander; 


Gen. Enrique S. Atanacio, 2nd vice 
commander; Ronald M. Uychitin, 
3rd vice commander; Cornelio 1. 
Marcelino, national adjutant; 
lawyer Lilito R. Perdido, national 
treasurer; Col. Rodolfo G. Masid- 
do, assistant national treasurer; 
Gen. Lysias C. Cabusao, business 
manager; Gen. Arsenio'M. Torres, 
national auditor; Judge Augustus 
C. Diaz, Judge ad 

Gen. Roberto L. Calinisan, press re- 
lations officer; Anthony U. Que, 
chair of the board of directors; Col. 
Albino Sablayan Jr, Antonio A. Cua 


Jr, Luisito Padilla, Nicandro B. 
Marcelo and Napoleon E. Liong, di- 
rectors. 

In keeping with this year's theme, 
“Keep the Fire Burning", Ueki secre- 
tary general, Col. Renato $. Chan 
enjoins all Ueki brothers and sisters 
to attend this event preferably at- 
tired in red smart casual. For details 
and inquiries, call the UE Alumni 
Association Inc (UEAAD secretariat 
at 735-8557, 735-5471 local 310 
(Aileen), 313-0747, 734-9597 (Col. 
Renato Chan); 527-5028 (Gen. 
Roberto Calinisan). 


EASTERN TELECOM EMPLOYEES UNION, MANAGEMENT SIGN NEW CBA IN 9 MEETINGS - 


The 2007-2010 collective bargaining agreement between 
the employees union (ETEU) and management of Eastern 
‘Telecom was signed recently. Present at the momentous 
event held at Equitable PCI Bank's Sign of the Anvil in 
Makati City Nov. 22 were Eastern 


bers Abraham Tamayao, Christian Manalo, Gil Amable Tor- 
res, Michael Dela Vega and Francis de Borja. The Eastern 
Telecom management panel was, in turn, represented by 
EVP and chair Alvin Tolentino, vice chair Rene Castillo with 
members Albert Tuason, Ma. Cristina Bonifaci 


and Jen- 


Telecom president Егіс O. Recto, nifer Pasia. The CBA was sealed in just 9 meetings without 


Kitaro’s Party Trays and packages- 
perfect for the holidays 


ORDERING KITARO’S PARTY 
trays for your gatherings and meet- 
ings is the healthy way to meet or 
celebrate specially during the holi- 
day season. 

Instead of the usual fare such as 
the greasy pansit and the choles- 
terol-laden pizzas, go Japanese this 
time and experience а guilt-free 
Christmas food celebration. 

You have choices of regular and 
special, big and small All-Maki 
Feast, All California Maki Feast, All 


HNIC TVET STITT 


Sashimi, and the combinations 
(Shogun and Samurai). 

Kitaro has also developed the 
party starters which are mini ver- 
sions of the popular party trays. 
These are all available at all outlets 
of Kitaro, the award winning 
Japanese casual dining resto-chain. 

Kitaro branches are located at 
Aguirre, Angeles, Maysilo-Boni, 
Burgundy, Commonwealth, De la 
Costa, Dela Rosa Carpark Two, East 

‘Avenue, Emerald-K Ortigas 

Jr, Export Bank-Makati, Las 

Piñas, Manila Plaza, Mar- 
$ quinton, Medical City, Petron 

Dasmarinas Village, Petron 


Sat j| LakeShore, Podium, River 


РЕ Ч Banks, RCBC Plaza, Robin- 
ФАК sons Manila, Robinsons East, 
Хх? Robinsons Pioneer, Shaw, SM 
Vf Baguio, Sgt. Esguerra near 

ABS-CBN, SM Bicutan, SM 
Ñ Manila, SM Mall of Asia, SM 
3 Marilao, SM Pampanga, 


Sucat, Taft near corner Vito Cruz(in. 
front of La Salle), Tandang Sora, 
Valero, Vito Cruz near corner 
Metropolitan Avenue, Walter Mart- 
Makati and White Plains. 

Let's get the party started for as 
low as P650 for the party starters 
and P1170 for the party trays. For 
those who want a complete party 
package, Kitaro has prepared three. 
sets for you to choose from: 

Set A-Budget for 10 persons for 
P2,000 (P200/head) consisting of a. 
mini party tray, 10 rice meals, 2 
Pepsi 1.5 L and 10 fruit jello. Set B- 
Affordable for 10 for P2,600 (P260) 
which has a samurai party starter, 
10 bento boxes, 2 Pepsi 1.5L and 10 
mango panna cotta. Set C- Blow- 
out for 30 for P9.000 (P300) made 
up'of hie 30 rice 
toppings», o Pepsi LS L and 30 
chocolate cakes, 

For deliveries, call hotline 911- 
1115. Credit cards are accepted at 
selected outlets. 


senior executives of the company 
and the key representatives of the 
employees union (ЕТЕШ) led by its 
president and union panel chair 
Crisostomo Manallo, vice chair , 
Michael Peralta with panel mem- 


the presence of external counsel from either side. Eastern 
Telecom is the country's longest standing telecommunica- 
tions company that built the first link to the world. Shown, 
from left, are Raul Pagdanganan, Christina Bonifaclo, Joce- 
iyn Dy Juanco, Tamayao, Pasia, Castillo, Torres, Tolentino, 
Manallo, Recto, Peralta, Tuason, Dela Vega and Manalo. 


Discovery Suites' Christmas Three package 

DISCOVERY SUITES ONCE AGAIN OFFERS ITS POPULAR CHRISTMAS THREE PACKAGE FROM 
Dec. 810 30, and Jan. 1 to 12. Favored by local residents, the Christmas Three package allows 
Quests to spend a glorious three-night stay at Discovery Suites for only Р8,888++ for a. Junior 
Suite, or P9,999++ for a one-bedroom suite. Christmas Three package is inclusive of compli- 
mentary breakfast for two persons at Serendipity Lounge, access to the swimming pool and Bal- 
ance Lifestyle and Fitness Gym, complimentary WiFi Internet at Restaurant 5 and the Serendipity 
Lounge, complimentary parking and free newspapers for the duration of their stay. For inquiries 
and reservations, call Discovery Suites at 683-8369/683-8396 or 683-8222. 


RUNNING OUT OF GIFT IDEAS? EASY 
does it with Brothers Burger. 

Shorten that long Christmas gift list 
and give the gift of premium beefy good- 
ness with Brothers Burger's gift certifi- 
cates. After an overload of quezo de bola, 
ham, roast chicken, and potato salad, 
your family and friends will surely wel- 
come the premium taste of Brothers 


Satisfy that urge 
with Brother’s Burger GCs 


Burger's designer burgers. It's one Christ- 
mas gift your loved ones won't forget. 

Gift certificates are conveniently avail- 
able at any Brothers Burger outlet at 
P100 and P500 denominations. 

For more details, approach any of 
Brothers Burger’s friendly crew mem- 
bers, or call 891-1781, or log on to 
wwwibrothersburger.com.ph 
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THE CENTER FOR HOSPITALITY ARTS 
Management Philippines (CHAMP) contin- 
ues to strengthen its status in the hospitality 
industry with its graduates now being the 
leading choice among employment agen- 
cies and for on-the-job (OJT) programs of 
various companies in related fields. 
CHAMP attributes this achievement to 
the hands-on and skills training they imple- 
ment for students in a “laboratory” setting, 
which are actual venues such as the front 
desk, kitchen, guest rooms, dining area, bar 
ofa restaurant and not simulated in a class- 
room. This is in order for students to leam 
more about the rudiments of hospitality 
management in a "real world” setting. 
These labs are part of the hotel, Champ 
Hostel and Seven Suites Hotel Observatory. 
“Our edge over other training schools is 
СНАМР handing out of certificates for ev- 
ery module and OJT they finish, which 
they can then use when looking for em- 
ployment. We offer a modular type of pro- 
gram which enables a student to take as 
many modules as they need,” said assistant 
school director Ronald Dexter Antiporda. 
He added that the school has а “ladder- 
ized” program that allows students taking 


‘THE SCHOOL is dedicated to providing 
job assistance to students. 


-Helping » students learn 
vreal world hospitality 
in the classrooms 


up a three-month course to extend this in- 
to a one or two-year courses. 

On the other hand, the school itself is 
dedicated to providing job assistance to 
students, via manpower agency partners 
and affiliates who are always confident 
to refer graduates from CHAMP for local 
or overseas employment. Students don’t 
even need to look for OJT venues since 
the OJT program is conducted on-site 
with CHAMP's affiliates such as Crav- 
ings, The Coffee Beanery, Champ Hostel, 
Seven Suites, C3 Events Place and 
Restaurant, and Orange Place Apartelle. 
This is another advantage of CHAMP 
over other Tesda-accredited schools in 
hospitality management. 

“During these OJT programs, CHAMP 
students receive such benefits as mone- 
tary allowances, training in real-life situ- 
ations, and even opportunities to get 
training abroad. These programs further 
prepare students for the real world, 
while practicing important work ethics 
and values which are needed in the hos- 
pitality industry," said Mr. Antiporda. 

CHAMP offers a wide range of courses, 
including a short three-month course (Cer- 
tificate of Competency), to one-year (Cer- 
tificate in Hotel and Restaurant Opera- 
tions) and two-year courses. The two-year 
course already entitles a graduate to a 
Diploma in Hospitality Management—an 
added advantage for those seeking to work 
in a shorter amount of time. 

The school can also formulate a cus- 
tom-fit package of training programs for 
other institutions requiring training for 
the following fields: Personality develop- 
ment, sanitation and safety standards, 
stewarding and waste management, com- 
mercial cookery, food and beverage ser- 
vice, bar operations, banquet operations, 
front office operations, housekeeping, 
baking and pastry, and barista training. 

Center for Hospitality Arts Management 
Philippines is located at 26 Kamias Road 
Quezon City. For queries, call 9282641 / 
9281246 or visit www.schoolchamp.edu ph 
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О: WE'RE IN THE SEMI-FINE DI- 
ning but also somewhat fast-food 
restaurant business. That's the piz- 
za, Japanese, Chinese fast-food dine- 
in restaurant business. So I'm not re- 
ferring to the home delivery portion 
of our business. I sent one of my 
newer marketing managers to your 
service marketing seminar. One of 
the ideas she echoed to us was а con- 
cept from you about how to manage 
our restaurant customers: in service 
marketing we should manage our 
customers as though they are our 
service staff Her explanation of 
what that meant wasn't that clear to 
us. But we all thought the idea may 
be worth doing something about it if 
it turns out to be of real value to cus- 
tomers. Could you explain? 

A: Thisis a crucial concept especial- 
ly for those of you who are serious 
about customer satisfaction. 

First, the concept does not apply to 
all types of service. The type we're ap- 
plying the concept to is one of Christo- 
pher Lovelock’s four service cate- 
gories. That's the high contact and 
high audience size type of service. 
That's the type of service your restau- 
rant renders. 

To clarify, contact is about the 
amount of time customers spent 
“front stage" and "backstage" in the 
service venue or outlet. On the other 
hand; audience size refers to the num- 
ber of customers receiving the service 
simultaneously. 

For some perspective, under these 
two criteria, the other three service 
categories in addition to the type 
your restaurant is in, would be the 


following: 

The low contact and low audience 
size service category. An illustrative 
and defining example would be a car 
repair and tune-up service. 

The high contact but low audience 
size service category. Legal service 
and physician service are clarifying 
examples. 

The low contact but high audience 
size service category. Illustrative ex- 
amples would be the insurance ser- 
vice and public utility service. 

In the category of service where 
your restaurant belongs, there is con- 
tinuing contact of your customers 
with the three defining components 
of a service as a product. Customers 
"interact" with your service staff, your 
service venue and facilities, and your 
service processing. 

The service marketing literature 
tells us that the satisfying service 
comes from a satisfying service staff, a 
satisfying service venue and facilities, 
and a satisfying service processing. In 
а previous column, we showed that 
these three can sometimes be “multi- 
plicatively" related so that if cus- 
tomers are unhappy with one, they 
become unhappy overall. [e.g. 10 
(quality of food served) x 10 (ambi- 
ence) x 0 (slow service) = 0 happi- 
ness rating.] 

Just last week, an organization 
held their event at a five-star Makati 
hotel ballroom. The food was excel- 
lent. A 10. The hotel ambience and 
event set-up was excellent—it was a 
10. But the service was so bad and 
slow that by the time the luncheon 
event was over, food was still being 
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‘The service 
industry is tough ... 
you've got to get 
everything right’ 


served and many of the guests at the 
event left for their afternoon appoint- 
ments without being fed. The result: a 
big fat ZERO rating overall for the 
customer happiness index. The ser- 
vice industry is tough. You've got to 
get everything — right—especially 
when youre serving “five-star cus- 
tomers." 


Unforgiving customers 

These are what we called "unfor- 
giving" customers. Western service 
customers аге characteristically un- 
forgiving. So are most high net worth 
or Class AB customers in the Philip- 
pines. But our research has revealed 
that most Filipino customers are the 
"forgiving" type. Among customers 
in carinderia in particular, the not-so- 
clean venue and facilities and even a 
not-so-fast service processing are tol- 
erated and not resented. Where cus- 


‘Should we manage our customers as though they were our service staff? 


tomers are more sensitive and take a 
near unforgiving posture is with a 
disappointing or irritating service 
staff. 

"There's much to learn from under- 
standing why this happens to be the 
case. 

To start with, the essence of ser- 
vice interaction is personal. And 
that’s with the service staff. There's 
not much interaction to speak of 
with the service venue and facili- 
ties. That's why two paragraphs 
ago, we place the word interact in 
quotation marks. Customers come 
in contact with the restaurant din- 
ing tables but tables don't respond 
to that contact. As to service pro- 
cessing, the interaction is again via 
the service staff doing the service 
processing. It is this primacy of the 
service staff that is behind what we 
often hear from service profession- 
als when they say: “Service inheres 
in, and is embodied by the person 
rendering it.” 
` Next, think now of simultaneity of 
service production and consumption 
in the service category you're in. As 
your service staff are producing your 
food service and servicing, your cus- 
tomers are consuming that service 
and servicing. What does this imply 
about your concern for customer sat- 
isfaction? 


‘Opportunity: customer participation. 

The more participation you can 
arrange for your customers to par- 
take in the Service production and 
consumption process, the wider the 
window of opportunity for cus- 


tomer satisfaction. It also follows 
that the greater will be the likeli- 
hood of a higher order of satisfac- 
tion being realized. That's basically 
saying that there will be more cus- 
tomers satisfied and the greater will 
the satisfaction be per customer. 
Customer participation will do all 
those. 

Of course the practical question 
is in what ways can customers par- 
ticipate in the service production 
and processing? In the QSR (quick 
service restaurant) or fast-food in- 
dustry, McDonald's sets the рі 
neering record. For example, it 
opens its kitchen to the viewing of 
customers. Every so often it invites 
selected customers to visit and tour 
the kitchen. And even if it's a fast- 
food outlet, it allows customers 
who wish to request, to get their 
burger patty done, say extra well 
and so on. But it is in the Japanese 
fine dining restaurants that we wit- 
ness fuller customer participation 
raised to an art form. In the liibatchi 
table, the Japanese chef prepares 
and cooks the steak right in front of 
the customers. The set-up also al- 
lows customers to every now and 
then give cooking instructions to 
the chef who responds accordingly. 

All these are clearly concrete and 
specific ways of managing your cus 
tomers as though they are your ser- 
vice staff. These are all done in th 
name of satisfying and delighting cus- 
tomers. 

Keep your questions coming. Sen 
them to MarketingRx@pldtDSL.net."=| 
God bless! 


LONDON—ANNE DARWIN MAY BE THE 
one who hit the headlines, but Britons are 
emigrating in droves. 

Darwin, 55, who returned last weekend 
from Panama to face charges of deception 
linked to her husband's "retum from the 
dead” five years after a canoeing accident, 
was one of record numbers who are leaving. 

All have different motivation—and there 
is no suggestion of criminality for 
most—but while stories about immigrants 
pouring into Britain feature daily across the 
pages of British newspapers, less attention 
is paid to the number who quit. 

The latest official migration figures 
showed that while 591,000 people arrived 
in Britain last year, a record high of 207,000 
Britons left for sunnier climes. 

High levels of crime, dreary weather, bad 
transport and expensive accommodation 
helped drive Christopher Khalil to Sydney, 
Australia, said the 33-year-old from Rhyl, a 
seaside town in north Wales. 

Australia, where the former superpower 
used to send its criminals, is the number 
one destination of choice. 

“I's a new world out here—the sun 
shines every day, the beaches are beautiful, 
it’s cheaper to live, salaries are approaching 
UK ones and you can live an amazing out- 
door lifestyle,” Khalil, who now works for 
an Australian digital media company, told 
Reuters by e-mail. 

“There seem to be new people arriving 
every week in search of a better life and bet- 
ter opportunities,” he said. 

One-third of last year's emigrants headed 
to Australia and New Zealand, a quarter 
went to Spain and France and just under 
one in 10 to the Unitéd States. Only about 
1,000 British passport-holders live in Pana- 
ma, according to the Institute for Public 
Policy Research, a left-wing think тапк. 

“Increasing pressure at work and demands 
‘on time in the UK, coupled with increased fo- 
cus on importance of leisure time, mean that 
more people are probably considering vari- 
ous quality-of-life issues than they used 
to—such as climate, cost of living, value for 
money, transport facilities and recreational 
activities,” said Neil Prothero, UK analyst at 
the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU). 


Hunt for happiness 

Britain languished in 29th place in an EIU 
"quality of life” survey, coming bottom among 
the 15 countries of the pre-enlargement Euro- 
pean Union. Australia, Spain and New Zealand 
ranked 6th, 10th and 15th, respectively. 

Darwin's husband John “was forever 
looking at new things and new places on 
the Internet and one day he just came up 
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again,” said Anne Butt, a British nurse who 
moved to New Zealand. 

“After living in London for two years, I 
was in need of a break from the seriousness 
of life in the capital,” she added. 
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Stressed Britons flee 
gloom for laid-back life 


“For young families especially, the chance 
to raise a family in a safe, out-of-doors, 
sporty country, where your income allows 
you a more enjoyable standard of living is 
very attractive.” The old settler colonies of 
Australia and New Zealand promise а 
warmer climate, open landscapes and re- 
laxed lifestyle—without requiring new ar- 
rivals to learn a foreign language. 

In addition, a shortage of skilled labor 
and aging populations have prompted both 
countries to recruit abroad. 

“1 know as many Brits as Kiwis (New 
Zealanders)," said Butt. 

"As a skilled migrant—a nurse—New 
Zealand immigration are very welcoming to 
applications for residency, so its not really a 
surprise that I work with so many Brits.” 


Labelle vie 

And while rising numbers of eastern and 
central Europeans are coming to live in 
Britain—92,000 arrived in 2006, of which 
three-quarters were Polish—more Britons 
are moving to Europe, also taking advan- 
tage of European Union freedoms. 

‘Spain and France are the top EU destina- 
tions, promising cheap wine, ‘а relaxed 
lifestyle and warmer weather. 

A spate of television programs and news- 
paper columns on travel, life abroad and 
property restoration has promoted the idyl- 
lic vision of leaving polluted, stressful 
British cities and investing in a French vine- 
yard or Spanish villa. 

“Far more families are coming over here 
to settle here now, lured by low-cost travel 
but also by the numerous TV features and 
other stories in the British press which have. 
jumped on the bandwagon of selling Brits 
the ‘French dream,” said Miranda Neames, 
editor of French News, an English-language 
monthly newspaper for Francophiles. 

Helen Thorpe, who moved to a country 
house in southern France a year ago, said 
she now grows her own fruit and vegeta- 
bles and shops at the local market. 

“A lot of English people come here be- 
cause it is rather like the England of say 25 
years ago; seemingly less crime, people hav- 
ing more time for each other,” she said. Also, 
“the plot is much larger than we would have 
been able to afford in Britain.” But the 
dream of escape does not always work out, 
and many Britons eventually return. 

“Many find out sooner or later that the 
climate's definitely better but the life isn’t 
necessarily more relaxed especially when 
the language barrier takes its toll,” said 
Lucy Brown, of Spanish-living.com, a web 
site aimed at English-speaking expats. 

“I hear of just as many people returning to 
the UK because they can't cope with the Span- 
ish system, can't find work, life is much more 
difficult than they imagined or they miss fami- 
Jy friends,” said Brown, who lives in Marbella. 

In Anne Darwin's case, it was havingà 
living husband after all—who was missing 
his sons—that put paid to the dream of à 
new life. Reuters 
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Top three status symbols: Job positions, private 
club memberships and property ownership 
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HANG DAKANG LOOKS CHIC IN HIS NEW ARMANI SUIT 
and will never miss a meeting—not with his new Rolex 
Submariner, but the real proof of his wealth and status is 


evident in the cards he keeps in his Louis Vuitton wallet. 


For the affluent in Beijing, Shanghai 
and Guangzhou, the top three status 
symbols are senior job positions, pri- 
vate club memberships and property 
‘ownership, according to the HSBC Chi- 
па Affluent Study. 

In these three mainland cities, data 
from MasterCard Worldwide show the 
estimated number of 1.13 million af- 
fluent households earning more than 
$25,000 annually in 2005 is forecast to 
swell to over 3.9 million in 2015. Simi- 
larly, discretionary spending at $6.9 
billion in 2005 is expected to balloon 
to $54.9 billion in 2015. 

New wealth in mainland China's 
major cities is powering spending, 
lifestyle choices and mind-set changes 
among affluent consumers. HSBC's 
survey with MasterCard Worldwide, 
shows a high proportion of the affluent 
purchasing luxury brands, traveling 
for leisure, dining out and joining pres- 
tigious clubs. The affluent also make a 
variety of investments with real estate 
as a clear top choice. On aspirations, 
they prize career success highly and 
‘want to start their own business. 

Fudan University in Shanghai was 
commissioned to design and imple- 
ment the survey in the three mainland 
cities, where about 550 in-depth inter- 
views were conducted. 


Profile of the affluent 
The findings show that the affluent 


in mainland China are impressively 
young with an average age of 38 (22 
percent under age 30 and 64 percent 
between 31 and 46), predominately 
male (76 percent) and married (67 
percent; among them 77 percent have 
Children). Forty-seven percent earn 
$25,600—US$38,500 per year and are 
well-educated (half are degree holders 
and 33 percent possess а master’s de- 
gree or above) with many of whom 
having had overseas exposure (46 рег- 
cent). 


Status symbols 

The number one symbol of social 
status for China’s affluent is holding 
senior job positions (43 percent), fol- 
lowed by private club membership 
(30 percent), property ownership (30 
percent), a high level of education (29 
percent) and private car ownership 
(20 percent). It is therefore not sur- 
prising that close to half of the 
‘wealthy respondents aspire to а pro- 
motion or to advance in their career. 
Over one-third aspires to start their 
own business and a quarter would like 
to see their investments yield higher 
returns. 

"China's affluent class consists of 
well-educated, well-traveled profes- 
sionals who will accumulate wealth 
through career advancement in a fast- 
growing economy where expertise and 
skills are highly valued. They aspire to 


reach the top of the corporate ladder 
because their title and position bring 
prestige and influence. On the other 
hand, many in China, especially in 
Guangzhou, had made their money as 
entrepreneurs and so we will continue 
to see people aspiring to build wealth 
by making their own businesses suc- 
ceed,” said Peter Wong, HSBC's execu- 
tive director for Hong Kong and Main- 
land China. 


Lifestyle choices 

The survey confirmed the popular 
belief that China's new rich pamper 
themselves with branded luxury items. 
In the survey, 92 percent have bought 
Juxury watches, clothes and leather ac- 
cessories, among which 85 percent are 
for self-consumption. They obtain in- 
formation about luxury brands mainly 
through fashion magazines (63 per- 
cent), business mfgazines (46 per- 
cent) and retail stores (42 percent). 
However, only 14 percent of China’s 
new rich buys luxury items to enhance 
social status while close to half choose 
luxury goods for their good quality. 

Overseas traveling for leisure is also 
a popular pastime (76 percent), and 
although the highest percentage (53 
percent) have traveled to Asian desti- 
nations such as Hong Kong, Macau, 
‘Taiwan, Thailand and Japan, the num- 
ber of people going to Europe (25 per- 
cent) and North America (13 percent) 
is catching up. 

Seventy percent of the respondents 
own sports club memberships, with 29 
percent of them playing golf (32 per- ^ 
cent with business partners) at an av- 
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76% are male 


22% are under age 30, 64% are between 31 and 46; average age is 38 


67% are married, and among them 77% have children 


50% are university undergraduates, and 33% have postgraduate degrees 


47% earn US$25,600-US$38,500 a year 


Over 82% are employed full-time, 15% are self-employed or free lancers 
46% have overseas exposure/experience 


erage of 1.55 times per month. Dining 
out with family, business associates 
and coworkers is also becoming a reg- 
ular activity for the wealthy in China. 
On average, the affluent dine out 4 
times in a week, with over half of 
which being business lunches or din- 
ners. 

Yuwa Hedrick Wong, economic ad- 
visor of MasterCard Worldwide in 
Asia/Pacific, who worked with HSBC 
to conceptualize the study, remarked, 
“Private consumption in mainland Chi- 
na has been growing at around 12 per- 
cent annually in the past seven years. 
This has led to the emergence of criti- 
cal mass of affluent households that 
are transforming Chinas consumer 
markets. The HSBC China Affluent 
Study validates that for China's afflu- 
ent, consumption has changed from 
providing basic necessities го becom- 
ing a means of self-expression, a mark 
of distinction, and an affirmation of 
self-esteem and achievement.” 


‘Symbols of wealth 

Property ownership ranks as the 3rd 
top status symbol among the affluent 
in the survey. All the affluent across the 
three cities own properties and all of 
them bought their first property by 
2000. Sixty-five percent own a second 


property, while 26 percent and 8 per- 
cent own three and four properties re-. 
spectively. Property accounts for the 
largest proportion of their asset pool 
(44 percent), with bank savings trail- 
ing behind at 22 percent. Of the 75 
percent of respondents that hold in- 
vestments, 65 percent say that proper- 
ty is the most popular investment, fol- 
lowed by domestic stocks (35 percent) 
and fixed RMB deposits (34 percent). 

“We are seeing a new generation of 
lifestyle consumers in the Majnland 
with huge appetites for properties, lux- 
ury consumption and investments, 
They present a wide range of opportu- 
nities for different businesses, includ- 
ing financial services. The survey find- 
ings show that although the affluent. 
do invest, not a lot of them have actu- 
ally sought financial advice from pro- 
fessionals. The majority are still limit- 
ей in their exposure to and sophistica- 
tion in financial planning. This is clear- 
Jy a gap that HSBC as the leading for- 
eign bank in China, is well-poised to 
bridge,” added Wong. 

At present, HSBC has a total of 23 
premier outlets in the Mainland to ser- 
vice the wealth management needs of 
the bank's affluent customers, and has 
opened its first Premier subbranch in 
Beijing earlier this month. 
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SMS-sawvy Filipino, 
who sleeps and wakes 
‘up with his cell phone 
within arm’s reach, ready 
„to receive advertisements 
"via his mobile phone? 
The country's largest mobile 
operator Smart Communica- 
stions Inc. (Smart)—with over 
:28 million subscribers as of end- 
September—says yes. Smart's 
chief marketing man described 
-the emerging trend of advertis- 
ing via mobile phones to dele- 
gates of the recently held 20th 
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Philippine Advertising 
Congress (Ad Congress) in 
Subic, Zambales. 


‘Themed “The New Order.” 
this years Ad Congress high- 
lighted the huge potential of 
-new media, such as the Internet 
‘and mobile, as a way to effec- 
“tively and efficiently deliver 
brand messages. 

‘The sheer explosion in mo- 
bile ownership—with over 50 
million actively subscribed mo- 
bile users in the country—and 
the greater depth of consumer 
'engagement which could be 
achieved via mobile, have led to 
the medium becoming the sin- 
gle most powerful platform in 
‘delivering brand messages, ac- 
cording to Danilo J. Mojica, 
head of Smarts wireless con- 
sumer division. 


Engaging consumers 

The huge potential of mobile 
advertising, an industry pre- 
‘dicted to explode into a billion- 
dollar global industry in just a 
few years, has not been lost to 
advertisers. 

“With the cell phone, you 
know the user. And it is ‘always 
‘on’. In TV parlance, it is always 
prime time, with no channel 
surfing. When you send a mes- 
sage via SMS or MMS to a sub- 
scriber, you engage him in an 
intimate, direct and personal 
way. It is interactive advertising 
that can generate a response or 
drive a sale, and is immediately 
measurable,” Mojica said. 

“Unlike traditional media, 
mobile advertising allows for 


New green tea extract hits market | 


A GREEN TEA EXTRACT WITH 

varied commercial and health 

applications has been creating a 
; stir in the local market. 

Teavigo is a natural product 
derived from green tea extract 
through proprietary technology 
from Switzerland-based com- 
pany, DSM Nutritional Prod- 

+ ucts. It contains 95 percent Epi- 
gallocatechin gallate (EGCG), 
the most active component of 
green tea, around three times 

' more than the average green 
tea extract. 

“Teavigo is a highly purified 
off-white powder, free of caf- 
feine and harmful residues that 
can be found in some green tea 
extracts such as herbicides and 
pesticides,” says Corazon Gar- 
alde, general manager for DSM 
Philippines. 

"It is tasteless and odorless 
and can readily be mixed with 
beverages, cereals, confec- 
tionery and dietary supple- 
ments, among others," she adds. 

Garalde reveals that products 
with Teavigo can provide as 
much as three times more the 
health benefits of green tea 
without altering their original 
taste. 

“With Teavigo, any food 
product can reap the benefits of 
green tea extract without the 
taste profile of green tea,” 
claims Garalde. “109 practically 
pure EGCG, whereas other 
green tea extracts have other 
‘components and impurities.” 

Food and dietary supplement 
manufacturers who want to add 
premium to their products can 
integrate Teavigo into their 
manufacturing process because 
i's water soluble, 


25/8 mobility. Ithas the poten- 
tial to provide location target- 
ing and time-specific mes- 
sages. Do you want to catch a 
consumer just as he is entering 
a mall to figure out where to 
have a quick lunch? No other 
medium will hold him captive 
at just that moment of decision 
making. It's a one-to-one rela- 
tionship, not a passive, mass- 
produced, ^ one-size-fits-all 
medium where the broadcast- 
er dictates what, when, and 
Where to give the message to 
its mass media audience,” he 
added. 


Tit for tat 

But is the Filipino consumer 
ready to receive ads on his cell 
phone? 

“Our research shows that 74 
percent of subscribers are inter- 
ested in receiving ads through 
their mobile phones, specifical- 
ly about discounts, raffles and 
tips on specific topics of inter- 
езг. Those who are open to raf- 
fle ads prefer to register via 
SMS at 94 percent vs. only 4 
percent for the traditional drop 
box,” Mojica said. 


“The amount of Teavigo on 
each product depends on the 
kind of health benefits that the 
manufacturer wants its product 
to have,” says Garalde. 

To get anti-oxidant proper- 
ties, Garalde says 10 mg to 25 
mg per serving or doses is rec- 
ommended. For fat burning ef- 
fect, daily intake should be 150 
to 300 mg. 

“It's not hard to market prod- 
ucts with green tea extracts 
nowadays, says Garalde. "In 
our recent consumer study, Fil- 
ipinos are very well aware of 
the health benefits of green tea. 
In fact, our respondents want to 
see green tea extract in juice, 
yoghurt, soft drinks, supple- 
ments and even noodles.” 

Launched in 2004 world- 
wide, Teavigo is available in 
various consumer food and 
health products in 17 countries. 

In the Philippines, Teavigo 
can be found in Activ EGCG 
Plus, Fitrium, and Nescafe Fit. 


Wide application 

"Teavigo is a very versatile 
health additive and can be 
added in any consumer food 
products—fruit juices, уо 
ghurts, sports drink, coffee, tea, 
carbonated and  nearwater 
beverages,” says Garalde. 

It can also be a standalone 
health supplement like Tai- 
wan's Yo'come'Purified EGCG 
Capsules which is positioned 
for general health and beauty; 
USAs Teavigo 300, manufac- 
tured by GNC and is said to in- 
crease energy metabolism; or 
Japan's Ultimate Combustion 
Catechins, manufactured by 
AFC, a fat burner product. 
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MOBILE EXPANDS ROLE IN ADVERTISING 


The prospect of receiving in- 
centives like free calls, load, 
downloadable stuff, among oth- 
ers, makes the idea of accepting 
mobile ads more appealing to 
consumers, according to Moji- 
ca. In exchange for these incen- 
tives, they are willing to share 
information valuable to any ad- 
vertiser’s relationship market- 
ing program. 


Paving the way 

In a sign of the operator's se- 
rious intent to jumpstart mobile 
advertising in the country 
Smart has invested in state-of- 
the-art systems that are expect- 
ed to drive the company's mo- 
bile advertising efforts. 

From European firm 3ple- 
Media, Smarthas acquired Mer- 
cury™, a robust, high-perform- 
ing, and award-winning tech- 
nology that allows the celiular 
‘operator to harness the richness 
of multimedia messaging as a 
compelling tool in the delivery 
of mobile ads. 

Through a platform acquired 
from US-based Zad Mobile Inc., 
‘Smart subscribers will be sent 
only the ads that are meaning- 


In Japan, where half of the 
population consumes green tea 
almost everyday, the most in- 
demand item is ice cream with 
green tea extract. 


Health зай 

DSM Nutritional Products, 
which was formerly Roche Vita- 
mins, has done extensive scien- 
tific research on three key 
health benefits of EGCG in 
weight management, oral 
health, and anti-oxidant prop- 
erties. 

DSM studies show that green 
tea extracts high in EGCG en- 
hance metabolism, increase fat 
oxidation and help assist in the 
reduction of body fat. 

Ina study conducted by Hase 
et al in 2001 for instance, 
green tea catechins reduced 
body fat by 8 percent and vis- 
ceral fat by near 10 percent. 
Twelve healthy men took part 
in the study where they were 
given 483 mg catechins 
(300mg EGCG, 75 mg caffeine) 
per day for 12 weeks. 

"Teavigo works wonders as a 
fat burner when taken with reg- 
ular exercise and a healthy diet. 
It can be a useful aid in health 
and weight maintenance," says 
Garalde. 

In oral health, studies show 
that EGCG plays a pivotal role 
in the preservation of healthy 
teerh and gums by inhibiting 
bacteria from attaching to teeth 
(plaque), have anti-microbial 
activity against caries bacteria, 
prevent collagen destruction, 
and attack the main con- 
stituents of malodor. 

“More than anything, Teavi- 
go is a highly effective natural 


ful, relevant, and interesting to 
them. They will be provided 
value and incentives in ex- 
change for their participation. 
Most importantly, subscribers 
are assured of privacy and com- 
plete control over the choice 
whether to receive advertise- 
ments or not. 

Recently, the country was put 
in the global mobile advertising 
radar when the GSM Associa- 
tion awarded Smart and Zad 
Mobile's “1-in-5 Panalo” promo 
as Best Mobile Advertising. The 
promo was implemented for the 
cola brand Pepsi. 


Mobile with traditional 

Does the advent of mobile ad- 
vertising threaten the prof- 
itability of traditional media? 

According to Mojica, mobile 
does not compete with tradi- 
tional media. Instead, “what 
mobile offers is convergence 
and synergy to tie together the 
disparate strands of a tradition- 
al ad and promo campaign,” he 
concluded. 

Smart Communications Inc. 
is the Philippines’ leading 
wireless services provider with 
28.3 million subscribers on its 
GSM network as of end- 
September 2007. ОЁ its total 
subscriber base, 19.9 million 
Subscribers are served under 
the brands Smart Buddy 
Smart Gold, and Smart Infini- 
ty Another 8.3 million sub- 
scribers are served through its 
subsidiary, Pilipino Telephone 
Corp., under the brand Talk М 
Text. Smart has built a reputa- 
tion for innovation, having in- 
troduced world-first wireless 
data services, including mo- 
bile commerce services such as 
Smart Money, Smart Load, and 
Smart Padala. Smart also of- 
fers Smart Link, a prepaid 
satellite telephony service, 
and 3G service called Smart 
3G. Another subsidiary, Smart 
Broadband Inc., offers a wire- 
less broadband service, Smart 
Bro. Smart is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Philippines’ 
leading telecommunications 
provider, the Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co. 


antioxidant and efficient free 
radical scavenger,” stresses Gar- 
alde. "With regular intake, 
Teavigo helps our bodies fight 
free radicals which are harmful 
substances that promote aging- 
related diseases such as cancer 
and heart problems.” 
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Business execs take 
triathlon challenge 


LEISURE IS A SCARCE COM- 
modity in the lives of success- 
ful professionals. Stress sim- 
ply becomes a way of life 
when dealing with the pres- 
sures of staying ahead of the 
pack. Considering how hard 
they work, executives de- 
serve a getaway that would 
complement the lifestyle they 
are accustomed to. 

Property developer Landco 
Pacific Corp. created Terrazas 
de Punta Fuego with the pro- 
fessional's fast-paced lifestyle 
in mind. A mere two hours 
away from the chaos of the 
city, the exclusive seaside 
community of Terrazas de 
Punta Fuego is the escape 
that every urban warrior 
needs. 

Landco is currently infus- 
ing the active lifestyle with 
the leisurely living its proper- 
ties have become associated 
with. Consequently, execu- 
tives, athletes and fitness 
buffs alike flocked to Terrazas 
de Punta Fuego last Nov. 10 
to participate in йз "Con- 
quiste La Tierra y El Mar: The 
First Punta Fuego de Terrazas 
Invitational Triathlon." 

Organized with the help of 
the Triathlon Association of 
the Philippines, ће event was 
attended by bigwigs of the 
business world, Greg Banzon, 
general manager of RFM 
Corp. and Singaporean 
Daniel Ng of Bounty Fresh 
Food. 

Ng, a Landco property 
owner, shared, “I am glad 
that Landco has decided to 
mount an event like this be- 
cause I am really into 
triathlons. Actually, I recently 
attended a triathlon event in 
Davao and Cagayan de Oro.” 

Banzon, a triathlon раг- 
ticipant representing the 
Sunkist Team, said: "I loved 
swimming in the beach of 
Terrazas de Punta Fuego. 
The water is perfect—its 
cool—and the shore is 
smooth.” 


DSM Nutritional 
Products’ HNH 


Industry manager... 
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“Terrazas de Punta Fuego 
is changing the way we de- 
fine what living in a resort 
community is about,” says CJ 
Roque, marketing manager 
for Terrazas. "That's why we 
tied up with TRAP or the 
Triathlon Association of the 
Philippines to somehow com- 
municate to our residents 
and the general public that 
here at Terrazas de Punta 
Fuego, a dynamic and 
healthy lifestyle is being 
adopted and advocated." 

The triathlon event 
showed off what Terrazas 
has to offer. Participants of 
the race experienced first- 
hand the rigorous terrain 
along The Ridge, the newest; 
development, which boasts: 
a view of the South China 
Sea. 

As they climbed higher, 
they were rewarded with the 
panoramic view from The 
Peak. 

Upon crossing the finish 
line, the racers were reward- 
ed with a taste ofthe leisurely 
life that Terrazas de Punta 
Fuego offers. A seaside buffet 
was laid out for them and as 
they dined, the Brass 
Munkeys entertained every- 
one. 

Terrazas de Punta Fuego 
has more activities and im- 
provements planned in order 
to enhance their reputation. 
as a recreational leisure com- 
. For more informa- 
tion, visit their website at 
www.landcopacific.com. 

Landco Pacific Corp. is a 
multi-product developer of 
high quality residential re- 
sorts, leisure farms, residen- 
tial developments, shopping 
centers and CBDs, and 
memorial parks. The compa- 
ny continues to provide supe- 
rior value in its developments 
and is widely recognized as a 
benchmark for innovative 
and outstanding lifestyle 
products that revolutionize 
the way we live. 
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RP wins international 
outsourcing award 


THE PHILIPPINES WON THE AWARD FOR 
Best Offshoring Destination of the Year at 
the fourth annual awards of the National 
Outsourcing Association (NOA) to recog- 
nize and reward innovation and achieve- 
ment by suppliers, users and integrated 
teams within the outsourcing industry. 

The award ceremonies were held at a 
glittering black-tie dinner at the Brewery, 
an elegant and unique award-winning 
venue in London, attended by about 500 
people representing the outsourcing indus- 
чу. 

‘According to the NOA, “the Philippines is 
truly developing аз а global player in the 
offshoring marketplace. Its attractiveness 
as a destination of stems from a combina- 
tion of important offshoring fundamentals 
alongside some highly valuable offshoring 
"extras." 

The judges said that "the Philippines 
shone with reasons to invest in the region. 
The significant improvements in the 
frastructure and attractive trade incen- 
tives made it a clear winner. This was a 
‘comprehensive submission which provid- 
eda huge level of detail on market growth, 
and was backed up with several strong 


BLACK Pencil Manila of the Leo Burnett Group was awarded th 


client testimonials.” 

This recent win further reinforced the 
contention of Ambassador Cesar Bautista, 
private sector cochair of the National Com- 
petitiveness Council (NCC), when he not- 
ed that "Information technology-enabled 
services had become the fastest growing 
sector in the Philippine economy, which is 
expected to provide some 400,000 jobs by 
the end of 2007 compared to only 8,000 in 
2000." 

“Our outsourcing services sector is grow- 
ingat a much faster rate than that of India 
and the projection that by 2010, the indus- 
try would represent a million jobs and $12 
billion in revenues seems to be attainable,” 
Bautista said. 

The award was received by Vic C. Casim 
of the Philippine Trade and Investment 


San 248 RE 


Center in London and Stephanie Weber of | 


the European IT Service Center Founda- 
tion, European Chamber of Commerce of 
the Philippines. 

The NOA is UK's only outsourcing trade 
association. It represents outsourcing end- 
users, vendors and other companies, which 
support outsourcing such as legal firms, 
consultancies and HR. 


“Best of the Best” for TV at 


the recently concluded Araw Awards, BP's executive creative director Lilit Reyes holds the 


Cut Off Machine 


Grand Draws 
February 14, 2008 


Promo runs from 4 
Nov. 1, 2007 


E b. to Jan. 31, 2008 


GWS 6-100 


2 ways to win! 


Get 1 raffle coupon 
upon purchase of 
Bosch Power Tools. 


A A A 


xs 10 GSB 13 RE GSB 16 RE 
dr < 


@ cots ratte 
purchase of 
Bosch 
accessories 
worth P 2,500.00 


а 350 RE 


(Consolation Prize) 
IXO 3.6 Screwdriver 


[3rd|prize] 
Mountain Bike 


Actual look of prizes may vary from photo. 


Ө BOSCH 


Invented for life 


skong 


Baas 


sa dali mag-GCASH! 


Sa GCASH pwedeng 
magpadala ng pera 
kay Nanay at Tatay 
sa probinsya. 


Sa GCASH, mabilis, madali at mura lang magpadala 
ng pera, sa pisong halaga lamang. 


логе information, call 2882. 
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By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


ч ILIPINOS SAY EVERYTHING 
z with flowers. 

According to Rene E. Fuentes, presi- 
dent of eLBC direct, the e-commerce arm of 
| the LBC group of companies, flowers have 
remained the single biggest selling item on 
its website since the company started ac- 

‚ cepting online orders in 2004. 
Fuentes says in an interview that eLBC, 
-through the Flowers Express brand 
"Jwww.flowersexpress.com.ph) and Express 
‘Regalo (www.expressregalo.com), sells an 
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average of 65 flower arrangements every 
day, each worth an average of P1,450 with 
some items selling for as low as P475. 

‘And as far as flowers go, roses remain the 
queen among the varieties, especially the 
red, red rose. 

"We still sell predominantly roses per- 
haps because they have a high perceived 
value," he explains. 

Although sales of flowers still peak dur- 
ing the Valentine's season (30 percent of 
the year's business), roses and other flow- 
ers are finding their way into other occas- 
sions like Christmas. 


"Birthdays are a big reason why people 
send flowers and since someone is having a 
birthday every day, sales continue through- 
out the year, " he says. 

eLBC also gets a lot of orders for flowers 
to celebrate weddings and graduations. 

“Filipinos see flowers as a good way of 
keeping in touch," he adds. 

Flowers account for such a big portion of 
its sales coming predominantly from Fil- 
ipinos in the United States that eLBC spun 
off the Flowers Express site to focus solely 
on flowers. 

Express Regalo, on the other hand, 


Lifestyle Units 


г 


Lame 


License to sell no. 16778 


Vanishing-edged Pool Sky Garden 


o Pay as low as P7,659/monthi 


Construction in full swing! 
Ready for occupancy by December 2008. 


Rati ed irc tenerte e 


* Avaliable through PAG-IBIG **For the first 18 months only 


Simple joys are best shared in the comforts of a home you can call 
your own. Begin a life of independence nestled in the cozy luxuries 
of cheerful artistry and vibrant landscapes. Free living designed for 
new beginnings at LuxureVille. 


Groundbreaking rites of the Goldfinch condominium this August 
means the LuxureVille lifestyle can be -yours very soon! So make 
that move towards a life of comfort and true independence at 
LuxureVille. A place to call your own, a place easy to own. 


Garden Lobby 


For inquiries call: 


840-2809 ® 840-2904 ® 840-2930 


Come visit Luxureville along Matthew Street, Multinational 


lage, Moonwalk, Рагайацие City 
www.luxureville.com 


% interest" • No Down Payment" 


ЖЕ  ás 


n 


A project of Lorure Properties and Development Corporation 


“**Total Contract Price in 18 months 


i | 
^ | ихиге\/й!& | 


which is its primary online brand, will con- 
centrate on selling other items to cater to 
the needs of the 800,000 or so customers 
‘who use the site to send out gifts to family 
and friends. 

He says online sales account for less than 2 
percent of the business of LBC, one of the 
country's leading courier companies, but there 
is reason to be bullish because sales have been 
growing at 60-70 percent a year since 2004. 

International rating agencies estimate 
that sales through the Internet will grow by 
58 percent from 2005-2009. 

‘The LBC group saw the coming trend as 
early as 2002 when eLBC was set up to fo- 
cus on e-commerce. 

Fuentes says the focus at that time was to 
create another revenue stream from LBC's 
traditional customer base who use its couri- 
er service. 

"What we wanted to do then was to try 
and hook our customers on to other things 
like our Express Regalo,” he says. 

Express Regalo started out selling just 
flowers and wines, but it gradually added 
more items on its menu as more customers 
logged on to the site. 

And from a site that relied almost exclu- 
sively on the customer base that it had in 
2004, it has gradually reached out to other 
groups, including those who have never 
senta letter or package through LBC. 

“In 2004, 70 percent of our transactions 
came through our LBC branches. Now, only 
30 percent of our sales are coming through 
the branchés in the US," he says. 

Like the other e-commerce sites, the val- 
ue proposition lies in the convenience be- 
cause people can buy what they want, at 
any time day or night, without having to go 
toamall. 

All they need to do is log on to the site, 
choose what they want and then pay for 
them using a credit card or any online pay- 
‘ment system. 

“The delivery system is our advantage 
because we have been doing it for a long 
time and we know how to do it,” he says. 

He explains that this expertise in delivery 
and logistics helps keep prices of its items 
affordable because LBC can get to the 
source of the goods. 

“When somebody wants to send lechon, 
for instance, we can get them from either 
Cebu or Mindanao, wherever is closer to 
the recipient so they can enjoy the local 
price,” he says. 

Lechon, he adds, is one of the more popu- 
lar items sold through Express Regalo next 
to flowers. 

Other preferred gifts are food packages, 
cakes, prepaid phone credit cards and elec- 
tronics, such as the ubiquitous Magic Sing 
karaoke microphone, and gift certificates. 

‘And ifthe item they want is not posted on 
the site, customers can ask Express Regalo 
to order it especially for them. 

Among the special items ordered online 
are a pedicab, dining sets, home theater 
systems, jewelry featuring birth stones and 
specific models of mobile phones. 

“That is how we also choose the items we 
sell online. If an item gets requested several 
times, we add it on to our list of featured 
items,” he says. 

He says the bulk of the orders still come 
from the United States, mainly from the West 
Coast, although Filipinos from the Middle 
East are slowly getting into the picture. 

Very few Filipinos living in the Philip- 
pines log on to the site, he says, because 
prices are dollar based and Filipinos here 
would much prefer to do their shopping in 
amall or department store. 

eLBC, however, is not leaving Filipinos in 
the country behind and is banking on two 
categories—M Express and Digiprint to reel 
them in. 

M Express’ promise is to sell Filipinos 
here leading magazine titles at newsstand 
prices but delivered to the homes or offices. 

He says М Express is also being devel- 
oped to cater to the overseas Filipino work- 
ers who want local content—such as 
movies, music and local magazines—to be 
sent to them abroad. 

eLBC is also bullish on the prospects of 
Digiprint, which is the company's equiva-" 
lent to a photo developing kiosk. 

АШ the customer needs to do is upload 
their photos to the site, choose which ones 
to be developed and these will then be de- 
livered to them via LBC, of course. 
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to timeless 


timepieces 
he à E Chic clutches 


ш Gifts for everyone X j from Bea Valdes /61 
on your list /D1 24 
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presents 


One more chance 
for the Pinoy fashion 
designer /H1 


Fireworks Show and Symphony of Lights 
Watch a breathtaking display of colors and lights 
illuminating the Eastwood cityscape. 

Eastwood Central Plaza / Dec. 14 - 31, Fridays and Saturdays, 10 PM 


Fountain of Light 
Enjoy a magical, one-of-a kind water, 

light and music spectacle. 

Fuente Circle / Daily from Dec. 14 - 31,7 PM, 8 PM, 9 PM arid 10 PM 


| REL a Christmas Wishing Tree 
Brush up on 2008 $ Help make this Christmas truly merry for the children of C.R.LB.S. Philippines, Inc. 


ү (Create Responsive Infants By Sharing). With every P20 you donate, 
hair trends /J1 you can hang your Christmas wish envelope on Eastwood's Wishing Tree. 


Eastwood City Walk 1 / Dec. 14- Dec. 31, 3 PM to 12 MN 


£i Scents 

for giving Let It Snow, Let It Snow, Let It Snow! 
Experience White Christmas as 

m. snow blankets Eastwood City at night. 


Eastwood City Walk 2/ 
Dec. 14 - Dec. 23, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 
6PM-7PM;8PM-9PM 


Come Visit the Christmas Village 
Eastwood City Walk? / Dec 14- Dec 31,12 NN 


Here comes Santa Claus, 

here comes Santa Claus! 

Take a click! A pose to keep! 

Meet and Greet Santa and His Elves 
Eastwood City Walk 2/ 


Dec. 14 -Dec. 23, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 
6PM-7PM 


Christmas Chorale 


Angelic voices resonate to delight one and all at Eastwood City! 
Vespers: Jay Gomez & Toto Sorioso - Dec. 14 
Oluvus - Dec. 15 
Sandiwa Chorale - Dec. 16 
CCP Glee Club - Dec. 21 & 22 
Sandiwa Chorale - Dec. 23 


Eastwood City Walk 2 / Dec. 14 - Dec. 23,7 PM - 8PM 
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FOUR sapphire glass apertures on the sides 
of the case, as well as the more traditional 
sapphire glass case back, fill the heart of 
Omega De Ville Hour Vision. An entire 
sapphire case is set into the stainless steel. 


For the ultimate stocking-stuffer, 
nothing beats an elegant watch, 

and if it is Swiss-made, diamond 
encrusted, strapped in precious gold 
or elegant leather and comes 

with a luxury label’s guarantee, 

itis all the gift you need. 


BULGARI's new 
Bazerol watch has two 
heart motifs in steel 
and pink gold with 
diamond pave. Its dial 
has colored mother-of- 
pearl and 12-diamond 
indexes; its bracelet is 
provided witha 
déployante buckle. 


‘THE SWISS watch and 
jewelry brand Charriol 
blends art into life wi 
its Rose Gold collection. 
This season, Charriol 
takes from the vivid but 
soft, pinky and young 
elements of Picasso's 
style in his Rose Period 
for this new collection. 


A SELECTION OF TRUE GEMS 
awaits women, or the men who love 
them, at Bulgari this Christmas. With 
these classic, contemporary and fun 
designs, there'sa little bit of every- 
thing to match every sophisticat- 

ed personality Rings, neck- 

laces, pendants, bracelets 

and earrings come in white 
gold, yellow gold and rose 
gold interpretations with 
each piece created to 
make a bold yet elegant 
statement. 3 

The Cicladi collection is а (3 
definition of playful jewelry, 
with overlapping disks that turn, 
twist and spin. Inspired by the art 
deco era, these pieces are made in 
matte or shiny yellow gold or white 
gold. 

The Bzerol collection is a modern take 
on a Bulgari classic. In yellow gold and 
white gold variations with some designs en- 
riched with pavé diamonds. 

Cabochon rings offer a unique represen- 
tation of minimalism by making use of the 
ellipse—a contemporary interpretation of 
the cabochon cut stone. Gauged, bold vol- 
umes and dimensions describe the form of 
the pieces, with the evolution‘of new linear 
elements in yellow, white or pink gold. 

The Elisia collection features a complete 
selection of jewelry that marries white and 
yellow gold with enamel, coral, mother of 
pearl, and a great variety of colored gems 
and diamonds. 

The collections are available at Bulgari 
Boutiques: 6750 Shopping Arcade, tel. 
8933189 and Greenbelt 4, tel. 7285061. 


YELLOW gold hoop 
a earrings with one. 
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YELLOW gold 
contraire ring with two 
fancy sapphires and 


yellow gold diamonds 


necklace 


CABOCHON ring in 
18kpink gold 


CHRISTMAS IS THE SEASON TO 
accessorize—from decking halls 
with holly boughs to putting on 
sparkly silver trinkets! Michelis 
Gifts and Jewellery celebrates this 
merry period with a holiday selec- 
tion for the naughty and nice. 

The earrings and pendant from 
the Poinsettia Collection bring in- 
stant yuletide cheer to any outfit. 


Flowers with white topazes adorn 
a sterling silver chain; the pieces 
are accented with red cold enamel 
to represent the season's most fa- 
mous flora. Or you can give a gift 
of luck by presenting a loved one 
with a pendant called Touch Wood. 
Opting for this square wood knot is 
like spreading auspicious wishes. 
Its White Christmas anywhere 
you go when you wear the 
snowflakes collection of Michelis. 
The young at heart will be 
charmed by the sterling silver ear- 
rings and bracelet designed like 
snowflakes and accented with blue 
topaz. The Candy Collection, yum- 
my-looking rose quartz is the cen- 
terpiece of a ring, and may be 


THIS SQUARE wood knot pendant on 
brown neoprene cord isa gift of luck. 


matched with blue quartz, rose 
quartz, and lemon quartz that are 
strung together in a necklace. And 
finally, there's the Holly Pin, paint- 
ed with green cold enamel and ac- 
сетей with fresh water pearls—a 
brooch that gives one's outfit a 
quick festive touch, 

Whatever the season, sterling 
silver jewelry looks good on Fil- 
ipinos because it appears softer 
and cooler on the skin. More af- 
fordable than gold, sterling silver 
is for someone who can effortlessly 
shift from quirky to classic, has an 
eye for good things, and believes in 


DREAM of a white Christmas with 
the Snowflakes collection. 


getting value for money. 

Each sterling silver piece pos- 
sesses the level of purity required 
by the international market. 

All Michelis pieces are designed 
and handcrafted by Filipinos ac- 
cording to European standards. 

Customers can view the Christ- 
mas collection of Michelis at the 
following branches: Greenbelt 1, 
Mandarin Oriental Manila, 
Shoppesville, Greenhills, The Podi- 
um, Rustan's ATC, Rustan’s Ermita 
and Rustan's Tower. 

Call 7243303, 
7516352. 


8942413 or 
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DURING THE BASELWORLD 2007 WATCH 
and jewelry trade show held in Basel, 
‘Switzerland, Timex premiered the Timex Di- 
amond Collection, a set of new diamond 
timepieces. 

Each of the Timex Diamond Collection 
watches is supported Бу a certificate of au- 
thenticity attesting to the grades of color and 
clarity of each diamond set within the time- 
piece. During the process of selection and 
grading, samples from each batch of jewels 
are checked up to three times to guarantee 
that they meet established standards. The 
batches that pass this screening are then 100- 
percent examined so as to ensure the quality 
of every diamond. 

The certificate of authenticity also c. 
firms that every diamond on the Timex Dia- 
mond Collection watches adheres to the Kim- 
berley Process, the certification method man- 
dated by the United Nations to stop the traf- 
ficking of conflict diamonds, or diamonds 
used to finance warfare. All diamonds used 
in the collection come from non-conflict 
countries participating in the Kimberley Pro- 
cess. 

‘There are four striking watch designs in 
the Timex Diamond Collection, all of which 


TIMEX 
Diamond 
Collecti 
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MAYBE SHE'S BORN WITH IT. МАУВ! 5 
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LIFESTYLE 
Time to sparkle and shine 


beautifully highlight the diamonds. The de- 
signs range from a six-diamond watch to a 
24-diamond watch, and each of these com- 
bines meticulous standards of material quali- 
ty, attention to detail, and sophisticated style. 

‘The collection’s flagship model draws in- 
spiration from Timexs rich design history, 
creating a classy dress watch inspired by the 
vintage 1960s era. The joaillerie-infiuenced 
timepiece glitters with a seductive blend of 
grace and fluidity, with a case adorned with 
16 hand-selected diamonds that cluster at 
the 12 and 6 o'clock positions. 

‘The collection delivers maximum elegance 
by using fine details and touches of luxury. 


CANVAS Boutiq, 
SHOEMART 
ROBINSON'S 
LANDMARK 
METRO GAISANO 
FAIRMART 
STA. LUCIA 


Yg 


With a color pallet of subtle neutrals, the 
range uses the power of light and reflection 
to their maximum potential. 

On many dials, mother-of pearl and sun- 
ray brushing are also used. And to carry on 
the pearlescent scheme, even the leather 
straps are finished with subtle metallic col- 
ors, enhancing the watches’ glow. The 
bracelets and cases’ polished steel and gold- 
plating provide the perfect backdrops to 
make the diamonds shine all the more. 

In the Philippines, Timex is distributed by 
Newtrends International Corporation and is 
sold in more than 300 watch shops nation- 
wide including Timex stores and kiosks. 


‘SUPERSTAR timepiece. Angel 
Locsin and her Timex watch 


А 


+ 


SWATCH 
seasider 


COMPLETE 
YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING 
IN STYLE AT 


One of the most 
enjoyable yet most difficult 
things to do during the 
holidays is shopping 
for Christmas presents. 
Finding just the right gift 
for your loved ones is 
always difficult. But if you 
manage to do so, it's 
always worth the trouble, 
seeing the smile brighten 
your recipient's face. 

Complete your Christmas 
shopping list in style at The Podium 
during the Pre-Christmas sale on 
December 14-16. Enjoy great deals 
and discounts of up to 70% off on 
the most stylish fashions and latest 
toys from your favorite stores. For 


your greater shopping pleasure, 
store hours are also extended, so 
you can shop from 10am to 11pm 
on Dec. 14 and 16 and from 10am 
to 12mn on the 15th. You don't 
even have to worry about parking 
because for just P80, you can make 
use of the Valet Parking service. 

If you'd like to take a break 
from your shopping, drop by The 
Lounge and let the Mandaluyong 
Children's Choir serenade you with 
the most heartwarming Christmas 
carols. For the young and the young 
at heart, there's also the Trumpets 
Fairytale Ville Musicale. 

So, for truly stylish shopping 
that covers everything from 
product selection, comfort and 
entertainment, The Podium is 
definitely the place to go. 


THE LOUNGE at 


“PODIUM 
CHRISTMAS EVENTS 


A Yuletide Carol — ` 
Extravaganza 


Hear the sounds of 
Christmas as the country's finest 
chorales and orchestras serenadé 
you with heartwarming 
Christmas favorites. : 


he Mandaluyong 
ildren's Choir 
Dec. 15, 5pm 


zPODIUM 


3 Days of 


CELEI KEBER 


STYLE. EN 


DEC.14 ® 16, 


Indulgence! 


WS IN 
/o OFF 
10am-11pm 


DEC. 15, 10am-12midnight 


=PODIUM 


18 ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City 


Per ОТ-МСЯ Permit No. A3-0990 Series of 2007 


yan Cayabyab's 
ee Girls Group 
Led by Choir Master 
Emi Cayabyab 


| Dec. 18, 7pm 


P Manila Chorale 


Dec. 20, 5pm 


1 Xavier Glee Club 
| Dec. 21, 3pm 


1 DLSU Pops Orchestra 


Dec. 22, 5pm 


| Las Pinas Boys Choir 
Dec. 23, 5pm 


i UP Singing Ambassadors 
| Dec. 24, 5pm 


Grupo Querdas Strings 
| Dec. 26, 5pm 


| Christmas 
| Musical Shows t 


Bask in the spirit of 


1 Christmas as you watch these 


specially selected Christmas 
shows. 


1 Trumpets Christmas 


Fairytale Ville Musical 


| Dec. 16, 5pm 


1 Ateneo Highschool 


Symphonic Ensemble 
Dec. 19, брт 


| Angelos: The Four Tenors 
Dec. 25, 6pm 


| December 
! Mall Hours 


Dec. 1 - 30* 
10am - 10pm 


| *Except on : 


Dec. 24 & 31(Mon) 


| Jam - 7pm 


Jan. 1, 2008 


1 12nn - 10pm 
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TO BREAK OFF THE MONOTONY THAT 
comes with Christmas gift-giving (after all, 
you have to do it year in and year out), try 


| 
| 
i 


to give something more exciting this ime. f 
And while there's truth to the saying that | 
it's the thought that counts, there аге some | 


things around the corner worth your 


thought and worth your peso. Therefore, | 
here are thoughtful—and more excit- | 


ing— Christmas gift ideas. 


NEST Candle from Rustan's, P995 


PRESENT/DI 


то 23000 


| 
| 
H 
1 
і 
1 


| SEA Folly scarf from Rustan’s, oo 


HOT Pink silk robe, P1,195 
=? лиин. 


s NS 
m A 


VINTAGE Flower home fragrance from 
Rustan's, P1,250 


Evae 
[m p 


ВОРОВ pillbox from Rustan's, 


o amt 


BILLABONG Bikini, P3,000 


RUBBER Duck Espadrilles from 
Rustan's, P1,450 


NIKE Imara Keeva Watch 
from L Time Studio 


OAKLEY Women's 
belt, P2,195 


ADIDAS Black handbag, P2,595 


ра 
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Р SALT black jacket 
from Rustan's, P2,550 


JUICY Couture laptop case fro 
Rustan's, P6,250 


ACCA Kappa 
shaving kit, 
P7,950 


+} THOMPSON London 
3 E Bracelet/Choker from Rustan's, 
Ed 23,950 


| from Rustan’s, РЗ. 


€ 


YUBZ TALK from Rustan’s, P2] 


MOBILE Wonders iTalk for Skype 


AXION Portable DVD player 
7] from Rustan’s, P7,750 


. AUDIO 
Wireless FM. 
‘Transmitter 
from 
Rustan’s, 
21350 | 


SEED 
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+ Song Epon songs ED une боон 
= е шше fon putan tares зло 
TIA "d Remmm(nIa Bont men заа Bark ws), 
* Metronome + 32-note polyphony (maximum) • Song / Piano Bank/ Rhythm ` 
aime ange Magi en БЫ 
+ Stereo speakers (128 panel tones, 128 GM tones, + Song Expansion: 10 songs 
КЕЛ о 
* 120 rhythms including 20 patterns 320 KB total. 
fer pam play deem 
d "Cy Caso fel. no.: (032) 233-0793 > SN Ciy Bacal Srowroom Cip Tel. noc (043) 784-0: 
АЗІЮ. ленин [о 


LIZ Claiborne traveling kit from 
Rustan's, P1,550 


т ш 


| sl 


ZINCLINC | 


heart necklaces 
from Rustan's, 


From the first week of December, our calendar starts to be booked with one Christmas party after the other. And usually 
this means sharing deliciously rich feasts with friends and family. t's hard to stay healthy when there's just so much 
fabulous tood tempting you. At least make sure you drink something that's good for yout 


Make C2 Green Tea your Christmas drink. Delicately brewed from natural green tea leaves and bottled on the same day, 
C2 has the wonderful flavor of real green tea with all Its healthy goodness. Green tea helps reduce the risk of heart 
problems and lowers high blood pressure. Instead of absorbing the cholesterol, green tea prompts the body to increase 
the amount of fat it releases. In a way, it helps undo all the effects of that holiday ham and other sinful dishes you're sure 
1o be indulging int 


Be а good host and serve C2 Green Tea to your guests too! C2 has a great variety of flavors that caters to different 
tastes: green tea plain, lemon, apple, peach, strawberry, forest fruits, kiwi and lychee. You can offer individual servings 
with the 350 mL and 500 mL bottles. For the low-calorie and sugar-free Christmas Их, try the C2 Lite variants of apple, 
lemon and green tea plain. For the numerous gatherings and parties, C2 Liter is perfect for sharing! 


X. 


f 


In the true spirit of Christmas, part of every purchase of C2 bought from December 8 to 22 in Robinson's Cebu, 
Gallerta and Ermita, Market! Market!, Tiendesitas, Alabang Town Center, Trinoma and Foodparks (Enterprise, LKG Tower 
and GT Tower) will be donated to World Vision, a humanitarian organization working to make the world a better 
place for underprivileged children. 


Share something really good this season. Share C2 Green Tea. 


аі GEM earrings from Pilar, P250 


5а стао [DA ROBISONS года 
a Molly Galleria Agr 
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“Zunic, by far, has the 
most effective and 
relaxing slimming treatments 
(with immediate and lasting 
‚ results) I've ever experienced! 


— Authentic customer statement, 22 March 2007 
(not a paid endorsement) 


It's not easy for hearty eaters to diet. Everyone knows 
how agonizing it is to deprive yourself of food! It is no 
less difficult when you're overweight; all that extra weight 
dangerously accelerates your heart rate, which may put 
you at risk from heart failure. 


Fortunately, the latest advances in medical technology | TO THE UNTRAINED EYE, more refined. Shinier materials 
miake it possible to lose weight and actually shape your | men's shoes all look the same, usually indicate a dressier shoe, as 
body without exercise, dieting, pills, injections, or painful | which often leads to men buy- do less bully heels and soles. 

\ surgery.” ~ ing the same pair over and over Сһес the weather. Weather 


again. and climate are important factors 


Thanks to the exclusive Zunic Methodology™, fat can " ing the 
Moow be eral melted away using a variety of Sophisticated anain eee E ee ee рата, 


brand Cole Haan gives tips on wet weather and colder climates, 
equipment that non-invasively reaches under the skin and | choosing the right men's shoes men might opt for a stylish boot, 


for certain occasions. and when the temperature is 
3 22—14 - Pair them right. Forjeans,chi- higher, a chic sandal can fill this 
34 s nos or khakis, there are a variety role. 
of casual shoes that range from Colors matter Match shoes 
rugged to refined, such as with pants, and match belts with 
loafers, oxfords and other men’s shoes. Black shoes work well 
б shoes that work well with casual with navy, gray or black pants. 
‘Before treatment ‘After 45 minutes pants. As these shoes get the Brown shoes are best suited to 


Зее то two poopie are айс, по іно Zune moere | SO ee n ее е Е 
Cae íi He [ам Treat are exactly the same. Each program is individually-tailored и и 
Special No! ss to meet your time constraints, and to achieve your personal ум юй: w BH. 

Е E objectives. often, in a style that suits your lighter browns, blue and gray. 

‘Come юг а FREE consultation personality and taste. — Tan shoes look great with lighter 

and get the chance to win Php50,000 worth That's why more and more busy people ] For times when a suit is too earth tones, blue, beige, lighter 

of exclusive body sculpting treatments! come to Zunic. We aim to deliver + much, but you want to appear аз tan or white. 

Book your appointment naw! immediate shaping and toning results though you've made an effort to. Whether you're looking for a 

your app у (often times in as little as 45 minutes), look nice, wear casual shoes. pair of everyday shoes, dressy ca- 

with as little fuss as possible. ү Dressy casual shoes, such as sual shoes, or dress shoes, Cole 

tassled loafers, willdo the trick. — Haanis Fall 2007 collection has 

He today to, сои aa Heed a For dressy occasions, lace up the pair for you. With slip-ons, 

A zh iron dre y to^ dh or slip-on shoes can work well. boots, oxfords and penny loafers 

RS DLL IR S Chooseonethatisthesamecolor that range from everyday to 

ERR T or darker than your pants, and if dress shoes, in a variety of essen- 

d wearing a belt, make sure it tial shades, the latest offerings . 

matches your shoes. from Cole Haan are fully padded | 
Let the style be your guide, Its and leather lined, in exquisite. 

easy to pick the right shoe forthe materials such аз calfskin, 4 

slimming & body sculpting Jookyou want ifyou pay attention crocodile embossed leather, rich 

to detail. Woven pattemsorheavy уасһепа апд smooth leather. 

MAKATI: 752-0600 or 752-0601 Upper Ground Floor, Somerset Olympia 7912 Makati Avenue, Makati City. stitching indicate a rugged shoe, Cole Haan boutiques are locat- 

QUEZON сїтү: 374-0600 or 374-0800 Ground Floor, New Grange Building 32 Timog Avenue, Quezon City. | Wile tassels, buckles and hard- ей at Rockwell Power Plant Mall, 

ware ornamentation tend to be Glorietta 4 and Shangri-La Mall. 


iex 
The Strip commercial Comp 
Meralco Compound Ortigas Ave.Pasig City 
Же {near Medical City) 
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ДЕП Васе now So you d Dever have to missa thing 


iCall now forza 'EREE:consultation? 


MAS MORATO-—.: BINONDO 
Cer ЗЛЕ Federal Towe 
Building: — 


^ У 
BENOIT Vuitton explains why the Tambour Monogram Tourbillon watch is exceptional and well worth its sky-high price and 10-12 months’ waiting time. 
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Suave scion, timeless timepiece 


Photos by Daniel Tan 


HE ACTUALLY NEEDS NO 
introduction. His last name 
speaks for itself and carries with 
it a heritage of more than 150 
years. 

Benoit Vuitton, a sixth-gener- 
ation Vuitton and great-great- 
great grandson of 


evolved under the leadership 
of Bernard Arnault and Yves 
Carcelle? 

Carcelle became the presi- 
dent in 1992 and, together with 
Arnault, they decided to make it 
a more global brand, respecting 
the tradition, respecting the 
spirit, which is travel. Why 

ready-to-wear? 


the Louis Vuitton MATER Ready-to-wear goes 


himself, is, not sur- 


to the trunks and 


prisingly passionate Реюмс5 suitcases. | Why 


about LV the brand 

‘and the highly per- 
sonalized and exclu- 

sive Tambour Mono- 
gram Tourbillon 
watch that he per- 
sonally handles and 
offers to the most 
discriminating clien- 

tele. 

Wehad the chance MA 

fo chat with the 30- = 


watches? Because 
its part of travel 
Shoes are part of 
travel, too. 
Are you actively 
involved in the day- 
'-to-day operations 
and decision-mak- 
ing process involv- 
ing the brand, not 
just watches? 
Tm really part of 


year-old looker (hes Apples Aberin- the watch depart- 
at least 6 tall, lean, Sadhwani ment and I'm a prod- 


clean-cut and well- 
Gressed) about the 
brand's heritage, this most luxu- 
rious offering and his role in the 
company. Read on and find out 
‘what this Vuitton's thoughts are 
on the company’s growth and on 
1V's golden child, designer Marc 
Jacobs, among many other 
things. 

What was the vision of 
Louis Vuitton when your 
great-great-great grandfather 
first founded the brand? 

First, you have to know that 
Tm part of the watch depart- 
ment taking care of watches, 
and the watches I'm in charge of 
are special-order and custom- 
made watches. This watch is а 
custom-made watch because 
its part of the tradition of Louis 
Vuitton. When Louis Vuitton 
himself created the brand 153 
years ago, he was wrapping the 
clothes and the dresses of the 
ladies at the time when they 
were traveling. The tradition of 
Louis Vuitton and the Louis 
Vuitton company has always 
been about wrapping and tak- 
ing care of the dresses and 
things of people. Afterward, it 
did well in bags and all these 
things that are famous. So now, 
we have watches because it is 

"part of travel and the acces- 
sories of travel. 

What do you mean exactly 
by wrapping? How did he go 
‘about doing that? 

At the time, it was pieces of 
paper used to wrap and protect 
beautiful dresses. Thats why 
we arrived to a kind of trunk 
that is made of a certain coated 
material to protect the dresses 
from rain and humidity. Travel 
at that time was a long journey, 
so travelers had to feel со 
dent their things were protect- 
ed wherever they were in the 
world. 

50 he would literally pack 
for them? 

We are called trunk-makers, 
‘wrappers, packers. And as trav- 
èl evolved, we evolved from 
trunks to suitcases and, after 
that, to bags and station bags 
that matched. 

How has the company 


uct manager. But in 

my years in the com- 
pany (he started working for LV 
in 1999), I did an internship. I 
spent a few weeks in Asnieres, 
which is our workshop—the 
first historical workshop—to 
know how to make trunks, and 
to put nails in the trunks. I've 
been in stores in London and 
‘Tokyo. My first job was really 
that. Istarted in stores. 

What did you take up in 
school? Was it something 
geared toward marketing? 

T did a ВВ in marketing and 
management and I started an 
МВА that I didn't finish. I was 
supposed to finish my MBA in the 
US but I worked in the stores. 

Anything you'd like to share 
with us about 175 directions? 
Maybe anew endorser? Anew 
collaboration with an artist or 
another building in another 
part of the world? 

As far as Tm concerned, in the 
watch collection, there is the 
"Tambour, which is the round col- 
lection: Tt comes three years after 
we launched the square Speedy 
collection. And for more than a 
year now, Marc Jacobs has been 
really working on a type of watch 
that will be previewed in March. 
So it will be the Mare Jacobs 
watch for Louis Vuitton. 

What do you think of Mare 
Jacobs? How has he helped 
Louis Vuitton? 

‘That's a great designer. He 
was someone from the US, 
someone from outside the 
leather goods spirit. Before he 
launched his first collection, he 
spent one year in Louis Vuitton 
getting inspiration. His first 
step was to look, to have an idea 
of the brand and to make it 
move a little bit. 

Yves Carcelle used to say that 
he woke up the Sleeping Beau- 
ty That's really what we can say 
about him, 

Louis Vuitton was a great 
brand but it was old and with a 
lot of tradition. And Marc Ja- 
cobs came and, while keeping 
this tradition, he also made it 
new. And from that also, he had 
the idea to call regularly some 
artists like Stephen Sprouse, 


Benoit Vuitton, a sixth- 
generation member of the great 
fashion house, waxes ecstatic over 
the new LV Tourbillon watch 


Lua NS reer Р 
‘THE LOUIS Vuitton Tambour Monogram Tourbillon watch can be 
custom-made to display one’s initials, and can be made in yellow, 
white, pink gold or platinum with stingray or alligator straps, and 
diamonds or any precious stone of choice. 


PERSONALIZED Tambour Monogram Tourbillon comes in its own 
mini trunk that can be made of any LV leather of choice—the LV 
Monogram, the Damier or perhaps Epi leather, to name afew. The 
trunk also includes a key holder, travel kit and certificate, plus a small 
patch for any inscriptions. 


Murakami, people like that to 
think and to work on what is 
Louis Vuitton and to make it 
glow with different eyes. 

How would you define lux- 
шу? 

TI show you the watch, 
which is really luxury This 
watch is made to order. The 
customer has a choice between 
white, yellow or pink gold and 
platinum. There's one thing in 
the movement (the IV mono- 
gram) that can be changed into 
your initials. There's an ex- 
change between the client and 
us. We are making designs. We 
have also the opportunity to 
put diamonds and to really per- 
sonalize it. And this whole pro- 
cess takes between 10-12 
months. 

Ithink this is luxury. Luxury is 
to have the time to produce 
something unique, something 
exceptiorial. There is no price 
for something luxurious and ex- 
ceptional. 

Why did Louis Vuitton de- 
cide to get into the watch 
business, considering there 
are so many brands out there 
already? 

Timepieces are necessary 
when you travel. Here I have a 
double time zone, which is nec- 
essary when I'm here to know 
the time in France. We have our 
workshops in Switzerland and, 
like we do for the trunks and 
bags, we take care of and control 
the production. And we are also 
going to sell our watches only in 
select Louis Vuitton stores. 

How do you intend to com- 
pete with other more estab- 
lished brands? Have you 
lured the serious collectors so 
far? 

‘That's the first step. We estab- 
lished ourselves in Switzerland 
five years ago. The Tourbillon 
was launched three years ago so 
it took already two years to es- 
tablish the normal collection. 
After that also, we launched а 
second collection, which is the 
Speedy collection. 

So, two years after the begin- 
ning, we are now ready and we 
are able to offer to the client the 
‘Tourbillon watch with the Tour- 
billon mechanism. And even 
more than just the Tourbillon, 
‘we wanted to personalize it. 

Next year we're launching 
another watch, which will have 
the same concept—completely 
personalized with a very unique 
mechanism. Something that not 
alot of people are able to make. 
You don't really: see it in the 
market today, so something 
again that is exceptional. 

Ном much would it cost on 
average? 

15 always the same price. 
Even if there are stones like dia- 
monds, it will be the same price. 
We really want the customer to 
appreciate the Tourbillon part, 
the personalization part, and 
for that there's only one price, 
which is 165,000 euros (about 
P10.3 million). 

That's expensive! 

165 not expensive if you look 
at the other Tourbillon in the 
market. We are really the only 


ones to personalize it, and the 
only ones to make a personal- 
ization with the mechanism. 

If you look at the base of the 
watch, it takes the shape of the 
IM So every time we are going 
to inscribe the initials of the 
client, we have to remake the 
whole base of the watch to take 
the shape of the new initials. So 
you start from the inside of the 
"watch and everything is made 
by hand. So it takes time and 
that’s money. It’s a long process. 

The watch comes in a trunk 
thats made of Louis Vuitton 
leather Clients also have а 
choice of alligator or stingray 
straps. The compartment is like- 
wise personalized. Tt comes 
with a key ring, and one key can 
be made for your whole set of 
luggage. All of this is a whole 
set of dreams and a chance for 
you to realize your dreams. 

How many have you sold so 
far in Manila? 

We haven't sold any in Manila 
yet. Perhaps today, we'll see. We 
are going to put it out in Febru- 
ary for the opening of one store 
in Hong Kong, and it's going to 
be the celebration version be- 
cause it’s the number 50. We've 
come up with 50 Tourbillon in 
three years. The one that is 
coming out is really exception- 
al. It's going to be fully paved 
with baguette diamonds. 

How have the timepieces 
fared in the market since you 
launched them? 

The Louis Vuitton watches 
are only sold in Louis Vuitton 
stores and, as I told you, not 
even in all Louis Vuitton stores, 
but only in about 30 pércent of 
the shops. So, for this one, for 
example, we didn’t think there 
would be more than 50 of them, 
We didn't plan for such a great 
success. That's why we are now 
thinking of enlarging the facto- 
ту becatise it has been а huge 
success; considering that it’s on- 
ly been sold in Louis Vuitton 
stores. 

What inspired the design of 
this particular watch? 

In the beginning there was 
the Tambour collection, the 
round shape. Tambour means 
drum, In the beginning, time- 
pieces were found in churches 
ог main places like the city hall. 
In 1540, the first carry-on 
watch was in that shape and 
was called drum. That's why we 
called it drum, tambour in 
French, and that's why we took 
the shape of the drum, which is 
thesignature. 

Our first watches had a 
chocolate-brown dial, but for 
the first anniversary, we 
launched this color, which is the 
opposite color of the mono- 
gram. There are yellow hands, 
which reminds one of the yel- 
low stitching in the bags and 
trunks. By chance, Louis Vuit- 
ton is made of 12 letters, so you 
can also find the 12 letters here 
on the case. All the know-how 
of Louis Vuitton transported in- 
to thewatches, 


E-mail. the author üt afash- 
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BENCH GETS INTO THE CHIC 
holiday spirit with its OJ Gold Col- 
lection. 10 still the same Bench 
Overhauled Jeans you love—skin- 
ny, slim and straight for the men, 
and slim, skinny and boot-cut for 
the ladies. Only this time, stylish £ 
embellishments in the form of dig- 
ital-cut “lion logos" on metallic 
felt materials and gold woven tags 
and labels have been added to the 
design. Я 
The jeans are made for men and 
women who love the spotlight. 
They're traditional and classic, yet 
very modern and dynamic and, 
from a style perspective, very 
spot-on. The gold-washed denim | 
slim-cut series is in sync with this 
© season's metallic obsession, yet 
|» it’s subtle enough to be worn for 


Bag-A-Cruise 
with Metrobank 
Credit Cards! 


Shop with your Metrobank Credit 
Card, hop onboard, and bag a 
chance to embark on a voyage 
beyond your wildest dreams! This 
season, shop with your Metrobank 
Credit Card and not only can you 
geta free limited edition stylish 
bag but you might also just find 
yourself cruising around the world! 


With Metrobank Card Corporation's 
newest promo, trekking the globe 
on a cruise isn't such a far-fetched 
reality. Baskin the luxury of an 
Asian cruise - a rich tapestry of 
ancient traditions and 
breathtaking sights. Climb aboard 
and discover this fascinating region 
from cosmopolitan Singapore to 
thé temples and palaces of 
Bangkok to the colonial 
architecture of Malaysia, Discover 
the magic of the Mediterranean 
and revel in the warmth and 
beauty of the Mediterranean's 
coastline and countryside while 
relishing the magnificence of Italy, 
Sicily, Greece, and Turkey. 


Take a scenic artic adventure on 
an Alaskan cruise. Experience the 
rugged beauty, magnificent 
wildlife, and phenomenal fishing 
in Alaska. Longing for that sunny 
getaway? Live it up while cruising 
along the Bahamas and Florida's 
welcoming beaches while touring 
its other exotic destinations. 
Breathe deep the sweet and musky 
scents of the Hawaiian tropics and 
enjoy its scenic beauty, dramatic 
volcanoes, Polynesian heritage and 
of course, its fabulous beaches. 


Scund too good to be true? Joining 
iseasy! Every P500 accumulated 
valid spend within the promo 
period using your Metrobank 
Credit Card entitles you a single 
raffle entry. Also, Metrobank credit 
tardholders instantly get a free 
iimited edition 

stylish bag for 

a minimum 

of P10,000 

retail spend 

within one 

calendar 

month! 


To make redemption easier, 
Metrobank Credit Card booths will 
be presentin major malls from now 
until December. This month, visit 
Robinson's Galleria, Ermita or Cebu 
to claim your free limited edition 
stylish bag. 


Winning fantastic rewards is as 
easy as swiping your Metrobank 
Credit Card! Promo runs from 
October 1 to December 31, 2007. 


| Bag-A-Cruise with 
Metrobank Credit Card now! 


years. 
Catch the Bench OJ Gold collec- 
tion in all Bench outlets nation- 
wide. Catch also its stalwart icon 
on Dec. 15, 6 p.m., as Bench pre- 
sents Piolo Pascual at Glo- 
rietta. 
1 By getting your hands 
# on these uber styling jeans, 
you get a chance to watch 
Piolo up close and be one of 
the 60 lucky viewers to meet 
j and greet him after the 
show. 
Every regular-price Over- 
hauled Jeans purchased in 
Bench and Herbench Glorietta 
on Dec. 14-15 earns you an 
entrance pass. Log on to 
wwwbenchtm.com for more 
information. 


Thank ои tor making vs... 


Most Outstanding Quality Condom 


OKAMOTO CONDOM 


(Dalestarr Enterprises) 
мон Outstanding Quay Condom 


Lawn? 
FEDERATION 
sx CONSUMEN 
‘Prorecrioy 


2001 NATIONAL QUALITY AWARDS 
FOR CONSUMER EXCELLENCE 


‘OKAMOTO (002) 
CONDOM 


EZ 


TELS 9241654 - 9241527 

FAX # 9200042 - 4136008 (COLORED) 

totakcusto iatestarbayandsi ph 
Customer Care : 09175298928 


www.dalestarr.com 


Metrobank Credit Card’s 


ag 
=] 


A-Cruise 


Winning fantastic rewards is as easy as swiping your Metrobank Credit Card! 


When you shop with your Metrobank Credit Card: 


* Instantly get a free limited edition stylish bag for a minimum of 
P10,000 retail spend within one calendar month! To redeem your 
bag, visit the following Metrobank Credit Card booths 


now until December 31,2007 only: 


-Glorietta - L1, Makati Mall near McDonald's 


-TriNoma - L1, Freeway Area 


“Abenson Alabang - Tiera Nueva Subd, Alabang Zapote Road 
-Abenson St. Francis - St. Francis Square, Ortigas Ave, Pasig City 


«Instantly qualify for a chance to win one of five luxury cruises, with every P500 charged to your card! 
The more you shop, the more chances you get of winning the perfect getaway for you and your family! 


‘Cardholders of newly approved and activated Metrobank Credit Cards automatically earn five (5) raffle entries! ` 


Call 8700-766 or 1-800-10-8-700-766 (Toll-Free) to apply. ` 


issued by Metrobank Card Corporation a joint venture of MB Metrobankand ANZ те DT-NCR Permit нолзз8 sees of 2007.Promo runs fom October to December 31,2007. 


Solo Papaya 


Fresh Miki/Lomi Baby Carrots 


China Apple 


auo 


Pineapple 


December 14 - 27, 2007 


“at 3 


У sun sum 
Peeled Garlic Lumpiang Shanghai Chicken Giniling SUGpo 


yili 
Pure Milk (Liter) 


Te 


Biofit Tea 
Tal Pack (59) 


| Cr a} Саб. 


Vili 


Low Fat Hi-Calcium (11е) 


cD 
Kore re sog 


Del Monte 
‘Spaghetti Sauce Sweet Style (7509) 


Snickers 
Peanut (595) 


P19.) 


67602] 


Biofit Tea 
Box 305) 


6—28.) 


Bimoli 
Vegetable Ой Pouch (2 Liters) 


e) 


Nestle 
Yogurt Berry Mx (1259) 


uq. 
El Favorito. 
Strawberry led Cream (/2Gallon] 


пе...) 622523) 


o 


зареза 1 г 
Toasted Bread Gardenia 
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elebrity 
shopping 
guide 


Read on to find out 
where to get the best 
deals this holiday, and 
for suggestions for 
party-ready clothing 


By Bianca Consunji, Contributor 


LET'S FACE IT: NOT EVERYONE HAS ALL 
the time in the world to go shopping this 
holiday season. 

1f you're one of those last-minute shop- 
pers, chances are, you'll end up getting 
food or generic coffee mugs for your family, 
friends and colleagues. While it really is the 
thought that counts more than the gift it- 
self, alittle extra effort will surely be appre- 
ciated by the recipient of the presents. 

You can never go wrong with practical 
gifts such as clothing, accessories, home 
décor and bath products. For one thing, 
they don't have an expiry date, so the recip- 
ients won't be compelled to force down 
endless boxes of brownies and fruitcake as 
the month goes by. Also, these gifts can still 
be appreciated long after the tinsel and 
mistletoe have been taken down. 

Avoid making your gifts overly boring by 
personalizing them for the recipient (and 
we don't mean towels embroidered with 
their names on them). Check out stores that 
carry items that youre sure your family 
member or friend will like. And when in 
doubt, go for gift sets in tin cans or baskets, 
which are always safe choices. 

Inqumter Fashion asked some celebrities and 
models to pick out their favorite shops in or- 
der to find their best bets for holiday presents. 

Whether you're shopping for your 
boyfriend, sister, brother, parents, col- 
leagues, barkada, or even yourself, we've 
got you covered. Read on to find out where 
to get the best deals this holiday, and for sug- 
gestions for party-ready clothing. 


Carlo Guevarra’s picks 

Eighteen-year-old Carlo Guevarra, 
who went home with the top prize in 
this year's Bench model search, went 
in search for stuff for his family. 
Sweaters, shirts, and home décor from 
Bench and Dimensione completed his 
shopping list. 


"THESE shirts are perfect for cool 
December weather.” Bench Warmer 
striped sweater, P699.75 


CELEBRITY/F2 
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www.lacoste.com 


LACOSTE 


un peu.d'air sur terre 


LACOSTE ACCESSOIRES: ALABANG TOWN CENTER - GIORIETTA IV - SM MEGAMALL - THE PODIUM 
‘AYALA CENTER, CEBU - ROBINSONS PLACE MANILA - THE POWER PLANT (ROCKWELL CENTER) 


GATEWAY MALL ARANETA CENTER SM MALL OF ASIA - TRINOMA 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2007 


а 
"I'D WANT this for our house, it’s really comfortable.” Leather sofa from Dimensione, BASKET of Bench goodies. Towels are 
P119,800 paired with body spray or hair gel. 


PACK RAT. Porcelain piggy banks “ILIKE the print of this shirt.” Bench Golden Boy 
from Dimensione, P599.75each P349.75 


ico Blanco’s picks 


wo № 


This basket- 
ball hunk choos- 
es clothes that 
you can wear 
yourself, or give 
io the men in 
your life. 


= Ди 
THINK Tes sexy forwomnento © vic NUN 
liwearmatehingunderweanTheprint CHARLES & Keith ^ | 
x ‘yeliow leather pumps, 
+ P2,250 

"THIS shirtlooks п 
formal, but pairit 
vith jeans and 
leather shoes, and 
you're setfora 
New Year's рану" 
ү 3 2] | Celio long-sleeve 
«e 3 shirt, P2,195 


Malte. 


1,379, 


CESSORIES make great gifts!” Herbench bracelets 
ин 1ё-Р 189; necklaces from P160-P220 

black laptop n $ i 
| bags ч BLACK flats 
per Neale „шшш. and colored 
heels at Charles | 
ЕЕ a & Keith... < 


DA SA SEL. К =: | Cane 1 
“ы Б ени j : К ON [L-& Keith velvetand 


1 ‘cup pouches for partying!" Green top with : |^ 7A ALDO leather loafersarea 
|! all your friends, P199 each rhinestone neckline, P1,299 | Ж) safe option. 


НЕ THE 
'ACESHOP 3 FACESHOF" 
lavender pà citron and 
cacao, 
Shower gel, 
P535, and 
exfoliator, - $ ы 
P445 “THIS jacketis great for ALDO sporty leather sneakers 
warding off cold weather.” look funky without being over 
Celio black jacket, P4,195 . the top. 
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By Cheche V. Moral 
Т HERE'S NO GOOD EXCUSE ТО TOTALLY 
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reinvent a perfectly functioning wheel. 
But it doesn't mean you can't tweak and 
infuse a bit of new spin on it from time to time. 
‘That seems to be the case with the Nike Win- 
drunner. The athletic brand's iconic windbreak- 
er has undergone several innovations over. 
the last three decades. From the original 
nylon jacket designed for serious. 
jocks, the Windrunner has been 
[ reissued at varied times using dif- 
ferent fabrics and colors, adjusting 
tothe needs and demand of cor 
sumers, but at ай times maintain- 
ing the one integral element of 
the original design: the 26° 
chevron point, or the V-shaped 
1 pattern across the chest. 
| Forthe first time, Nike com- 
j| missioned five Filipino design- 


==: 


ers to create their own inter- 
pretations of the Windrunner- 
for the year 2020. It may seem 
like a grandiose exercise for a 
piece of clothing that was first 
created in 1978. But Nike's con- 
Ceit is that the Windrunner has 
remained one ofits most endur- 
ing products for the past 25 
years—much like how its creator 
intended it—having continuously 
kept its relevance amid the multi- 
tude of athletic apparel designs in- 
troduced to consumers every day; 
the brand doesn't see how the Win- 
drunner can't survive 13 years more. 


Environmental, traditional 
Designer Patty Eustaquio's take is influ- 

enced by directions that she thinks would "be- 
come more entrenched knowledge in society 
in the years to come: that of héVing an envi- 
ronmentally conscious lifestyle, and that 
of reviving or continuing handmade crafts 
and traditions.” 

in lieu of technical and synthetic fab- 
rics, Eustaquio opted for all-natural ma- 
terials as these naturally adjust to the 
body's temperature depending on exter- 
nal conditions. The result is essentially 
still a jacket but with longer propor- 
tions, including the sleeves. Its wider 
hood is accented with a band of fili 
greed leather that mimics the same 
pattern on the 26'chevron point. 

Ever heard of a hoodie barong? Now 
you have. Team Manila duo Jowee 
Aviar and Mon Punzalan remade the 
‘Windrunner in the exact likeness of the 
national dress shirt, but with an em- 
broidered hood. This version of the 
jacket is not just the graphic designers" 
spin on the Windrunner, but also how they envi- 
sion the barong Tagalog fitting into the modern 
lifestyle of the urban Fi 


Team Manila's piña jacket featurés"a zip-up 
front, and a similarly embroidered 26'element. 


Inspired by "Star Wars" 
Young designer Louis Claparols 
piration 
but to a futuristic film that came out 
even before the original Windrunner 
was created. His cream-and-white ren- 
| dering using embroidered cotton twill 
and cotton jersey evokes Luke Sky- 
walker in the 1977 “Star Wars" film, 

The jacket features double sleeves 
and chevron details on the sleeves. It 
also has orange leather pull tags that 
give ita sporty-street edge. 

Mistresses of vintage and reinvention, 
the | Love You trio of Mimi Sanson, 
Corinne Ching and Sharon Atillo created 
what could possibly be the most radical 
nip-and-tucking of the jacket in this 
bunch. The girls used, or rather reused, а 
mishmash of vintage materials, to come up with 
a fantastical one-sleeved design, with just a bold 
band of red-and-black animal print fabric across 
the chest as its concession to the original de= 
sign. 

Ronald Pasion of WARP fame signals his 
comeback with his utilitarian version ofthe Win- 
<drunner—made of thick camouflage-print nylon. 
with multiple pockets. Its hood distinctly features а 
visor. 

Pasion's concept leans toward technolo- 
gy—a foretaste of what people can expect 
next from this designer—and not far removed 
from Windrunner creator Geoff Hollister's 
original idea for the jacket. Hollister’s design 
was inspired by the capes worn by the Native 
Americans to ward off the cold in the Pacific 
Northwest's sodden and windy winters, They 
were made of woven cedar barks. 

For the original Windrunner, Hollister sub- 
stituted the tree bark with nylon. It featured а 
microthin coated water-repellent polyurethane 
on the 26'upper and a lower that had vented 
insets for breathability 

It's worth noting that Hollister always re- 
ferred to his design as the "Cape Suit" (only 
officially christened "Windrunner" when it 
was included in the Nike apparel catalog in 
1982) as its 26'element (which came in many 
colors) was said to have imparted superhero- 
like stance to the athletes who first wore it. 

The Filipino designers' versions will not be 
sold but will be installed at select Nike stores 
this holiday season 

PHOTOGRAPH MARK NCOAO OF WLOBUNCHPLUE 
STUNG ANA KALAN 
HAR AND MAKEUP STACEY GANA 


MODELS ALFREDO DE SLVA AND KIMROSS DE LOS SANTOS 
‘OF MERCATOR MODEL MANAGEMENT 
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NEWLY opened Tumi boutique carries a 
complete range of travel, business and 


lifestyle accessories. 


REMEMBER WHEN COMING 
home from a trip out of the 
country just wasn’t complete 
without a stop at Duty Free 
Philippines’ Fiesta Mall? 

Lately, with most hard-to-find 
brands being brought in by high- 
end department stores, many 
travelers have stopped making 
that Duty Free visit a habit. 

‘The good news is that the Du- 
ty Free Fiesta Mall is now giving 
you more than one reason to 
make that shopping stopover a 
ritual once again. The strong pe- 
so, together with “duty free 
prices” plus a vast assortment of 
merchandise to choose from, 
makes Fiesta Mall a shoppers 
dream. 

Duty Free Fiesta Mall's Wines 
and Spirits collection carries the 
"widest selection of fine wines 
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and liquor gathered under one 
roof. Wine enthusiasts will be 
hard-pressed to find a more ex- 
tensive list anywhere in the 
country. Discerning consumers 
will also appreciate the premiere 
scotch, cognac and vodka 
brands Duty Free has to offer. 
‘The Confectionery section is a 
haven for serious chocoholics. 
The only place in the Philippines 
that sells premium Godiva choco- 
lates alongside childhood fa- 
vorites like Hershey's, M&M's, To- 
blerone and Cadbury will make 
any sweet tooth's mouth water. 
Luxury brands have made a 
home for themselves in Duty 
Free Philippines, too. The newly 
opened Tumi boutique carries 
the complete range of travel, 
business and lifestyle accessories. 
Burberry, Dunhill, Longchamps, 


CHECK out the only Celine boutique in the country at 
Duty Free Philippines’ Fiesta Mall. 


Salvatore Ferragamo, and the 
only Celine boutique in the coun- 
try are also all in store. These will 
soon be followed by the Philip- 
pine debut of Vertu, the world's 
only hand-built mobile handset. 

Beauty junkies will be thrilled 
to discover that Duty Free's 
Beauty Walk section has had a 
makeover. Cult brands like Ju- 
lique, Асса Kappa, LOccitane 
and Shu Uemura, just to name a 
few, are now available at duty- 
free prices. Plus, there are rows 
upon rows of the latest fra- 
grances for men and women. 

On your next trip back, don't 
forget to pass by Duty Free 
Philippines’ Fiesta Mall and 
check out what's new. Open un- 
til 22m. for the holiday season, 
it's the perfect place for all your 
Christmas shopping. 


FRENCH legendary fashion designer Yves Saint. 
Laurent, announces his retirement from the world of 
haute couture fashion in Paris. French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy honored 71-year-old fashion designer 
Yves Saint Laurent on Dec. 6 with a Legion of Honor 
medal. The fashion great, who retired in 2002, was 
named a “grand officer,” one of the highest ranks in 
the prestigious Legion of Honor. Actress Catherine 
Deneuve, a Saint Laurent devotee, and Pierre Berge, 
the designer's longtime business partner, attended 
the ceremony at Saint Laurent’shomein Paris. — e 
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SF The holiday fashion collection. 


М fee Don't just dress up your tree this Christmas. 


Holiday discounts up to 3096 off on selected regular items on Dec. 7-16, 2007. 


TriNoma Mall, Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Quezon Avenue, The Ramp Podium, The Ramp Glorietta 4. 
wwwicrossings.com.ph 
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FIGARO clutch CHIMERA necklace 


LILY PAD necklace 


When gratitude becomes б 


As away of saying ‘Salamat,’ Bea 
Valdes has come up with а capsule 
collection ofbags and jewelry 
exclusively forthe Philippines 


Text by Alex Y. Vergara. 
Photos by Bahag BWP 


EVEN IN THIS SUPPOSED 
season of giving, a seemingly 
innocuous activity such as 
Christmas shopping is bound to 
be a test of selflessness and 
goodwill among Bea Valdes’ le- 
gions of fans. 

As her way of saying thank 
you to friends and supporters, 
the celebrated Filipino bag and 
accessories designer has come 
up with а capsule collection 
consisting of four intricately 
beaded bags and 16 statement 
necklaces exclusively for the 
Philippine market. 

“Tve been wanting to do this 
collection for Firma for the 
longest time,” says Valdes. “The 
problem was finding the time to 
do it because I wanted to come 
up with something special 
based on my signature pieces.” 

Since her Philippine debut 
several fashion seasons ago, 
‘Valdes has been catering exclu- 
sively to an ever-growing for- 
eign clientele. From four peo- 
ple, she now manages an army 
of 40 craftsmen (majority of 
them are women) in her office- 
cum-factory in Bicutan. 

Her sister and business part- 
ner, Marga, is the company’s 
marketing manager, while their 
mom Pamela is the operations 
manager. 


то further spice up the situa- 
tion, Valdes gave birth four 
months ago to Bella, her daugh- 
ter by boyfriend Archie Ro- 
driguez. Whereas she used to 
devote her time to designing and 
supervising the production of 
her pieces, the first-time mom 
now has to personally attend to 
Bella as much as possible. 

“Before it was more sponta- 
neous,” she says of her design 
process. "Now I spend most of 
my evenings researching and 
working on my designs. I leave 
for the office in the morning 
and go home by 2 p.m. I now try 
to get everything done within 
that period of time." 

Although they're nowhere to 
be found in the Philippines, her 
creations, which carry her 
name, now grace the shelves of 
such upscale stores as Barney's, 
Saks Fifth Avenue and Harvey 
Nicks. Apart from such hotels as 
the Dorchester and Wynn, the 
items are also carried by a num- 
ber of upscale jewelry stores in 
Europe, Mauritius and even 
Kazakhstan. 

Her pieces have also made it 
to the pages of American 
glossies such as Vogue and 
graced. the arms and necks of 
high-profile celebrities like ac- 
tress Sharon Stone, supermodel 
Christy Turlington and fashion 
designer Rachel Roy. 
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“programmatic accreditation by the accrediting commission ofthe Атейсап Culinary 
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The accreditation of our academic programs at CCA, that is.* 


Which means a lot because it comes from 
the biggest (membership: 19,000) and most prestigious 
organization of professional chefs in the world today, 
the American Culinary Federation. 


The ACF bestowed this honor upon us this year, 
coinciding with our 11th anniversary. 
Giving us another reason to celebrate. 


Not because it makes CCA the first culinary institution 
in Asia to be given ACF accreditation. 
But more because it allows our graduates 
to virtually work anywhere in the world 
as certified culinarians. 


Which to us, is simply sumptuous. 


Center for Culinary Arts, Manila 


www.cca-manila.com 
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Probiem downloading? 


Huwag magtiyaga sa dial-up. Switch to bayanDSL. With download speed of up to 
4280kbps. Get it with a landline for just P1199. Or get a DSLOnly package for 
as low as P899. For details, call (02) 449-3118. Or visit a BayanCenter near you. 
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These developments, of course, apart 
from the exquisite bags and necklaces 
themselves, have made Valdes’ creations all 
the more covetable to not a few Filipino 
women. Perhaps, through this holiday se- 
ries, they now have а chance to own at least 
one Bea Valdes. 


Reunion 

This rare occasion is also a reunion of 
sorts between Valdes and Firma owners 
Ricky Toledo and Chito Vijandre. It was Fir- 
ma, after all, which featured Valdes’ debut 
collection three years ago. It was also the 
collection that launched her in the US. 

This time, however, Valdes’ stuff is on dis- 
play at AC-+632 in Greenbelt 5. Vijandre and 
Toledo also own and manage the newly 
opened high-end boutique in Makati that 
specializes in “heirloom” brands and bespoke 
items inspired by Old World traditions. 

Due to the limited number of the new se- 
ries, we won't be surprised if a mad scram- 
ble ensues among Manila’s fashionistas as 
they try to be the first to get their hands on 
these one-of-a-kind must-haves. Indeed, 
hell hath no fury than a determined Christ- 
mas shopper scorned! 

Like her previous pieces, the series has a 
way of beguiling the eyes, with its array of 
colors and textures resulting from a 
painstaking and ingenious assembly of 
glass beads, resins, Swarovski crystals and 
semi-precious stones such as onyx, garnets, 
agates and turquoise. 

"Since they're based on ту signature 
pieces, some of them look similar to what 
I've done before,” she says. “But they're all 
unique from each other and smaller in 
scale.” 

Valdes took into consideration the Asian 
frame in her decision to tone down the size 
of her eye-catching series of pendants. 
What's more, they're all strung together by 
fine satin ribbons to allow the wearer to ad- 
just the pendants’ positions. 

“You can wear them high up or low de- 
pending on your mood, the event and the 
dress,” she says. “I want the jewelry pieces 
to have some sort of different personalities 
and different lives.” 

Ifanything, success and motherhood have 
yet to hamper Valdes’ creativity. In fact, says 
‘Toledo, her pieces have become all the more 
intricate and refined through the years. 

“Bea always comes up with something 
different that never fails to catch your at- 
tention,” he says. "She's one designer who's 
way ahead of her time.” 


THE DESIGNER with sister and business 
partner in charge of sales and marketing 
Marga Valdes 
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Will the Filipino fashion 3 ЕНЕ ЕЕ 
designer make it this time? 6 © somewnry 


LIFE-STYLED 
Thelma Sioson San Juan 


Randy Ortiz, Lulu $ 3: ee Wer, | 
Tan- Gan and others aree a See ват ; 


from December 12 to 31, 2007 


opening their shops «= 
at Greenbelt 5 are 
convinced they can 


HE YEAR 2007 WILL BE 
| remembered as the year the 
Filipino fashion designer 
boldly ventured out again—from 


the catwalk to the high-end retail al 
mall—to stand shoulder to shoul- | p ul @ 


der alongside foreign luxury 


brands, if not compete directly 
(i with them. | cp 
3 Late Tuesday night, after a heavy meal, |. L e 5 $ t h a n p 
] Budji Layug and I took a stroll from | 4 у E 
Greenbelt 3 to Greenbelt 5 to see the | Subject to NTC prescribed FOREX X... rate for US$ 0.10/min 
much-talked-about space of Budji Living. 

The space is huge; it occupies three 
floors, with a panoramic view of Green- Е Т 
belt park. It must be the only store in that ade 
mall with floor-to-ceiling windows. Bud- 
ji's concept is unique and striking, but ' 
more on that next year. 

The air on the second and third floors | 
was so thick with construction smell that | 
we had to cover our nose as we wandered | о 
around. Yet despite the discomfort, we felt incapore 
a sense of pride knowing all the stores S di © [2 
would showcase Filipino talent and cre- 
ativity in an era when you must go global p, 
dem Hong Kong 

u Wu 


Lulu Tan-Gan 


4/F Shangri-La Plaza Mall 


Just the night before, we went to the з 

opening of Lulu Tan-Gan's L Manila, also T um B f a 
on the second floor of Greenbelt 5, in the So d 
Filipino Designer wing. 


We ended snapping up an Arcy Gayatin fa = oF 
COLONIAL CHARM, the premier collection of Led, limited-edition black jersey long dress with mother-of- мат lan 
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“HOLIDAY Guam 
COLLECTION Macau 
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: Will the Filipino fashion designer make it this time? 


t & a, the shirts. 

pearl circles strewn that ^ A 1 The items sold like hot cakes 
looked like polka dots from ) p at the opening. Asked if he's 
afar The dress was seamless a optimistic about business, 
and fluid. Ў | f T Randy said, "Very." 

The store is another mile- $ nue , In truth, what Lulu, Randy 
stone in the career and even pe А 3 and other designers are discov- 
the personal life of Lulu, the "ҮА Š wow я ering this year is their niche: 
staunch veteran of Philippine yi á 3 more affordable than luxury 
RTW. Lulu has singlehandedly T Я imported brands, yet yielding 
and steadfastly stood for good quality, And-most impor- 
knitwear in Philippine fashion. B T: 4 tant—they have the design you 

At L Manila, Lulu wants to P oy Тә ey Ў . can wear. 
project fashion design—butin- Er a a Е 3 8 Vic Barba has also opened 
spired by Philippine art, cul- ie А his store at Greenbelt 5. 
ture and lifestyle. It's Filipino pr 4 In the next few weeks, more 
aesthetic and design sensibility are opening their stores: Cesar 
as applied to fashion. Yet Lulu 1 Gaupo, Patrice Ramos, Ami- 
stresses that the design must at. f STYLISH wardrobe for career-oriented women na Aranaz, Jun Escario, and 
the same time be contempo- Butch Carugay's Avatar. 
rary and integrated in today’s dye it, the possibilities are lim- the hair products of Jing Monis. For those shopping for home 
lifestyle. = itless. Randy is proud about the and lifestyle products, the un- 

Lulu said she wants “to cre- N $ Pueyis preparing forhis gala product development which beatable pair of Chito Vijan- 
ate global contemporary Fil 3 in January. It will echo his di- took some time. dre and Ricky Toledo is open- 
ipino brand, inspired by Fil- j rection—transformation. “This exercise is all about ing a 120 sqm store named 
ipino costumes, art, history, ^ Hetransformsa piña cutlike branding,” Randy told us. AC+632. (Thats the country 
rather than just following the а sarong into a cowl-necked “What made in the Philippines and area code, by the way.) 
dictates of the catwalk.” dress gathered and sashed at is about. Not made in China. Then there are culinary 

She has harnessed Filipino the back. His clothes at LMani- We sourced the cufflinks inLas concepts by young restaura- 
talent for the average-size la are one-piece ensembles Piñas, the leather in Marikina teurs and entrepreneurs: chef 
store—Ivy Almario for the in- that can be worn many ways. for bags and belts.” Bambi Sy Gobio's Restau- 
teriors (with grand lanterns They are worth trying outbe- — Randysaideventhecandles, rante Damaso serving Fil 
over the fitting cubicles and cause you want a new twist to the hair and cosmetics prod- ipino cuisine inspired by the 
Lulu’s sketches on the walls); батат your wardrobe—and because ucts were sourced here or for- “Noli Ме Tangere” ега; апі 
Агсу Gayatin of Cebu; maver- ? they hide your bulges. mulated by Filipino chemists. actor Marvin Agustin's John 
ick Puey Quinones; and queen Tippis clothes are, shall we It is the Filipino designers and Yoko, a cosmopolitan 
of whimsy Tippi Ocampo. * 1 say, “happy.” They always have foray into luxe. Randy said, Japanese store. 

The store also features Lu- ait Л а touch of whimsy. They are “Our pricing is cheaper than Will the Filipino designer 
lu's finds: Сарша crocheted 2 youngbutwithamaturefit. — importedbrands butnotinthe succeed this time in retail? I 
copper wire accessories and ELEGANT and stylish knitwear by Tan-Gan з low end of the tiangge.” The believe so. They have learned 
bags, Monique Albert's rhine- Randy Ortiz prices range’ from P1,500- from the mistakes of the "70s 
stene sandals, Jen Sarmien- bolero and organza dresses ingenious way with fabrics, _ A Step away from L Manila is P10,000 (a men’s suit with sig- and the 80s. 
to's woven and metallic bags, with geometric fabric cutouts. whetherlace, jersey, pifia oror- Randy Orti’s Myth. Ashowcase nature stitching). This time, they know how to 
and Twinkle Samson's pure Гуе always believed that Arcy ganza. Her fabric treatment Of Randy's clothes, accessories More important to us wom- apply whats Filipino—in de- 
leather bags. is one of the best Filipino de. gives you a unique wardrobe; 804 lifestyle products, italsofez- en, the clothes come in very sign and inspiration—to what 

АШ items are 95-percent signers—highly instinctive yet you can be sure you wor't look tures the clothes of Jojie Lloren, limited edition. М соммрришу aà йи. 
handcrafted. logical in her approach to de- like another guestataparty. Dennis — Lustico, Ivarluski Actually, you can also shop What makes their products 

When you check out the sign. She can shred the fabric to Аѕегоп and Joey Samson, the for your man at Myth. The cuff stand apart from foreign 
store, watch out for Arcy'spifia ^ She has an adept and very use as trimmings, or cut it out, cosmetics of Henri Calayag, and links are а good buy, and ѕо аге brands? Design. 
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WOMEN'S GT Gane by Simple, with bamboo lini 
removable natural laytex pedbed with a cotton canvas cover and 
natural crepe rubber midsole 


Feed your feet 


RES|TOE|RUN, A NEW MUL- items are mostly non-main- 
Ti-brand shoe store, is bringing stream brands, though sought- 
into the country a whole new after in the world market. 
world of shoe shopping experi- ^ Designed by architect Dindo 
ence with the wide array ofrare Guevarra, the Res|Toe|Run 
brands it carries. store in TriNoma houses brands 

ө Owned by Primer Group of such as the Sanuk sandal collec- 

s ED Companies, which created the tion, designed for the global 

РЕ 6 mas [2] ul $ brands The Travel Club and  surfand water community. 

g " Bratpack, Res|Toe|Run was A favorite of surfers like 
named after the three footwear Shane Dorian and Donavon, the 
categories thatthe store carries. brand has Jellies, indoor-out- 

RES represents casual door flip-flops and Guatemalan 
footwear. TOE is composed of blanket thongs. Res| Toe | Run al- 


: © e» toe-flaunting sandals and flip- so exclusively carries the Tsubo 
flops. RUN is made up of athlet- brand, which boasts of trade- 
© . [55] ic and athleteinspired mark bubbles that cushion the 
footwear. Thus the name soles and flexible soft materials 
— © : = © Res| Toe Run. that flex in the right places. 


Apart from variety the shoe — Res|Toe|Runisat 2/L, TriNo- 
42PFL9532/98  Phpl79,980 42PFL7422/79 Phpil4,980 sit bows cd о The ma pr 

42" LCDTV ToN 

Cash Php25,000 less Cash Pap 5,000 less 
J2months 0% — Php10,000 less T2months 0% Рр5000 less 
18 months 0% 18 months 0% 


e 
z me 


32PFL9432/98 Php94,980 37PFL7422/79 Php79,980 32PFL7422/79 Php54,980 

EX ILOT sr LOW 

‘Cash Pp 10,000 less Cash Php 10.000 less Cah Php500 less 

months 0% 9485000 less 2months 0% 15500 les phus Free HTS3010 

l8 months 0% months 0% Php200 less 
plus Free HTS3010 


Eis 
B 


42TA2800/79  Php99,980 32TA2800/79 Php47,980 
a LCDTV ILOW 

Cash Php 5,000 less Cash Free HTS3000 

Tlmonds 0% Рр7000 less Tlmonhs OX Free HTS3000 

18 months 0% 


* Malai Анато, Corner North Drim, Mekai Ciye + 3rd Fie, Landmark Dept: Store, Trinoma Mall 
Tal na 9-ден 27 | 
+ Dna Lave Abang Town Center ade Avenue 
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Erro dli Pe Cuh Cary it PERES SER DICE 

a И-И + 800, Salazar Sc. Cor. Macs. si 
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ANKLE boot of quilted leather 
upper, cushioned footbed for 
more comfort and a rubber sole 
with 1 3/4 heel 


ag 
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FRIDAY, DECE! 


Fashion 


for champions | 


FROM LUXURIOUSLY SOFT, NATURAL 
colors to the most technologically ad- 
vanced fibers, the Jack Nicklaus leisure and 
sports clothing line is especially crafted to 
measure up to various expectations in style, 
comfort, and function on and off the field. 

The woven shirt projects the bearings of 
a true winner whether worn loose and ca- 
sual or fit and proper. The knit shirt cuts a 
fine silhouette whether buttoned down or 
fastened up to the neck. 

The season's winning colors are Lime, 
Lake, Peacoat, Scarlet and Sun Orange. 

Jack Nicklaus apparel is exclusively mar- 
keted by Rustan Marketing Corp. and is 
available at Rustan’s Makati, Shangri-La 
Plaza, Alabang Town Genter, Gateway Mall 
Cubao, Robinson's Place Ermita, Ayala Cen- 
ter Cebu, Landmark Trinoma, Shoemart 
Makati, Mega and Clark. Visit wwwjack- 
nicklausapparel.com, 


HALF-ZIP 
cotton knit 
shirt 


18-MAJORS. 
signature. 
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JACK Nicklaus 
ladies micro-fiber 


a F129 і 


- 50 Hogaplxels. 
- Bx Bigital Zoom. 

- 24160 

- Video wlth Audio 

- Pictbridge compatible 


ni i 


har 06 m 
BRICA wrist wateh* 
25pcs. 48 Prints 
Camera Caso. 


Brica DV/20z 


Digital Camera and Digital Video 
- 10 Megapixels 

~ 3x Optical Zoom 

~ 3.0" LED Display 

- image Stabilizer 

- Pictbridge compatible 


‘PLUS: Free 512 80 Card 
BRICA wrist watch 
25p0s. 4R Prints 
Camara Case 


Brica E60f4 
-60 Mogaptcets 
~ 3x Optical Zoom / 4x Digital Zoom 
125700 Display 
- Face Tracker and Digital Stabilizer 
Тете companio 


A) 25p08. n Prints 

j| Camera Case 

29 Unforpettable Мето Album 
(Album SRP 240.00) 


discovering ELBA 


and why it has cooked millions of Christmas dinners 
for over 55 years, worldwide. 
ELBA has been partof more than 55 Christmases of milions of people, 
families and friends all over the world Its part of many relationships, 


memories and good times. Countless birthdays, anniversaries, 
and occasions, too. 


Discover the high-quality, superior design, and functicfality d 
ELBA cookers. Elegant and effiient products that have found their 
piace in the heart of kitchens all over the world. 


And know why ELBA is part of their lives now and for jears to come. 
And why could bethe heart of your kitchen. — x6 


v 


ФЕФ 99 


jEEL-ES/A. 


the heart of your kitchen 
COOKERS FROM ITALY 55 


SERMON ENGR RITIENI MUT ease Seago ta ea 


ALONE COOKERS in gus. ice and combination models 
SN VENE HOES AND DOMINO HOOS RANGE HOODS 


Ss SSRs Rad eee Tey See Ds img 


жштщ. ed c'e шышты UE ЕО 


m" "— ——T 


Buy 1 Stir Erieg 
4 Coke in Can ang Sed WI'As 
. on "ug ES 


зрагадиѕ апа“ 


SM Movie: pass 
20 
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LITTLE girls look 
extra charming in 
adorable party 
dresses that make 
them feel ike 
princesses. 


Starting “em 


чё. аан "id ROM COLORFUL jeans with embroidered details 
4 р floral pieces for lit- create amore feminine look. 
Че girls to clean, Ме boys on tie: ater 
and, can romp in style by lay- 
preppy rugby tops for ering key pieces like shirts in 
young boys, Debenhams’ checks or stripes with hooded 
children’s wear collection sweatshirts. 
is extensive this holiday _ For the fall season, a must- 
season. have for little boys are chunky 
This season, Debenhams’ knit cardigans which are perfect 
kids’ wear collection is from ex- for the holiday season's unpre- 
clusive Designer at Debenhams dictable weather. 
brand names, such-as Junior J Older girls, aged 7-16, will 
by Jasper Conran, Rocha.Little want the latest fashion looks 
Rocha, St. George byDuffer and апд the Designers at Deben- 
Butterfly” by Matthew hams range offers them a wide 
Williamson. selection. 
The fall collection sees baby Вей Herring features skinny 
girls in, adorable floral-print Jeans that look great when 
dresses with coordinating sepa- Paired with a logo Tshirt and a 
rates, striped knitted playsuits, сторрей jacket. Key patterns on 
Grembroidered tops worn with Clothing include monochrome 
pull-on denim jeans. stripes to epitomize beatnik 
Toddler girls will look extra hic. 
charming wearing bright floral Рог older boys, it's all about 
printcorduroyshiredresses. Creating an easy, relaxed look. 
For baby boys, its all about Logo Tshirts are key and can 
rugby-style romper suits and be worn underneath smart 
striped Tshirts paired withelas- Open shirts or over a long- 
tic waist denim jeans. sleeve top. These will look 
"Toddler boys wil look great when paired with denim 
adorable , in multi-striped jeans and, of course, a rock-star 
jumpers and denim jeans with а. attitude. i 3 = Se 
‘cinch-back waist detail. Debenhams TriNoma, locat- is ~ 
For fashionable little girls, €d оп the second level, is now 
knitted dresses from Butterfly pen. Debenhams is also at 3/L, 
by Matthew Williamson and J Shangri-La Plaza Mall and 3/L, 
by Jasper Conran can be easily Rustan's Makati. Call 9015650 
ra саа го азаа slipped onwith colored tights to (Trinoma); 632-9802 (Shangri- 
BUTTERFLY by Matthew Williamson super-soft lamb's wool, mi create a sense of style. deme SRST: eae 
pattern knitted dress with hood and tights Floral-print tops and denim Makati). 


FLOWER smock top and purple leggings set. Right: Chunky knit 
cardigan and jeans with scarf belt, All by J Jeans by Jasper Conran 


Threads for tykes 


THIS SEASON, KIDS WILL 
definitely look for Mossimo 
Kids outfits under the tree 
because it offers an array of 
casual separates perfect for 
any occasion. 

Little boys can choose to 
pair their denims with an as- 
sortment of tops from basics 
to funky designs, while little 
girls have everything from 

PERFECT dainty dresses to separates. 
match.New Тһе collection has every- 
designsgowell thing for the entire family, 
withthebasics. from casual basics to chic sep- 
arates that incorporate a vari- 
ety of textures, bold prints 
and deep, rich hues. 

It features the hottest 
trends for the season includ- 
ing jumpers and graphic tees 
for the ladies, premium pants 
and shirts for him and an ar- 
ray of delightful designs for 
Kids. These pieces can be 
mixed and matched to create 
any individual style. 

«thejoy! The Mossimo Holiday col- 
lection is available in. all 
Mossimo stores and leading... 


department stores. E : » 
Е BRIGHT stripes make the holidays much brighter. 
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BRIGHTCOLORED, VERSATILE TOPS The latest Wallis Autumn/Winter ’07 way to introduce this trend. The tomato heels keep the silhouette sexy. Gray 
and dresses with classic bottoms and collection draws inspiration from the jacket with visible zips is worn witha serves as a great base tone. The white 
jackets dominate the Autumn/Winter 1970s and 1980s. An emphasis on purple knit. shirt is an essential item, keep it chic 
2007 collection of Wallis. strong color and multilayering gives an  Slim-fit, high-waist pencil skirts worn and simple with wide-leg denim jeans 
А great addition to the Robinsons understated glamorous edge to the with pretty blouses, available in jewel ог mix with this season's key knit—the 
Specialty Stores Inc. which exclusively wardrobe. colors, keep the look minimal yet tabard—and culottes to bring this sta- 
distributes Topshop, Topman, Dorothy Color clashing is the trend this sea- stylish. Accessorize with the striking ple piece up to date. 
Perkins and Warehouse here in the son, mixing and matching similar mock crocbag. Adornment is also key this season 
Philippines, Wallis was recently shades. The jersey 1970s dress in  Sharpsuiting and wide-leg pants give with rouleaux trims and delicate but- 
launched at Robinsons Galleria. turquoise, fuchsia and purple is a bold а slightly masculine edge but patent tons decorating blouses. 


WALLIS 
printed - 
sleeve V- 
neck blouse 
layered with 
White jersey 
and white 
straight-cut 
pants 


PRINTED 
multicolor 
long dress 


. Santa Claus is grilling in town. 


Enjoy a Racks holiday feast with everyone's favorite flame-grilled ribs! — FK. 


чы, 


PINK shirt 
topped with 
Wallis double- 
breasted 
jacket in red 
and paired 
witha gray 
skirt with pleat 
details 


Connecticut Carpark, Greenhills Shopping Center. «ЕТ Pueblo Real - Julia Vargas cor ADB Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
«Magallanes - South Park Plaza Bldg., Pasco de Magallanes Commercial Center 


Luv forever; luv vul! 


With Sun FlexiLink, a husband can shelter his wife, 
a mother can protect her children, a couple can build a home. 


FlexiLink Equity Fund 28.38 % 


Offering both life insurance protection and ms 4 Е [i | FlexiLink Balanced Fund | 26.88 96 
investment growth potential, families are assured. | - 


5 я FlexiLink Dollar Bond Fund 
of financial stability in the face of fortuitous events 


while maintaining а competitive earning potential 


Live on the best of both worlds. 
Luv Vul, Luv Sun Flex 


ИШМЕР 


y 
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im Life Financia 1s represented by Sun Life of Canada (Phlippines) nc, offering Ме insurance 
et Management Company, Ine, manager and distributor of the Sun fe Prosperity Funds, 
Pians, incs offering pension and education plans, 
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Christmas play slated Dec. 19 at Ateneo Theater 


In Japanese, the word Jozu means sifu. As masters of 
their raft, Japanese ches rey on their ski with ingredients 
and ther kitchen arsenal to win over those who come to 
portae of their creations. 


еа ike sari has һа sword, а chefs most топа, 
‘weapon is his knife. Whether winning battles or creating «^Y 
dines the Japanese have set поп зала fr ner adis 
of coke No ke ac мио ut з every muri A 
Swora is one of and And yet no aer how ләр ag 
Supple, a sword ога e опу as good ate one wh 
pin 


The ore true Jozu. 


H 


= aw Qoonu 954) 


В 


TEL 376-6351 


‘THE JOHN DEWEY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 
of Quezon City is staging the play “Christmas 
at John Dewey School for Children” Dec. 19, 
5-8 p.m., at the Ateneo Theater, Katipunan, 
The event is sponsored by Tutorlink, Astoria 
Plaza, Mariz cakes and pastries, and Mindano 
Nova Realty Inc. Tickets are available at 
P150, balcony, and P250, orchestra 
(9220020). 


CHRISTMAS VILLAGE BAZAAR. The Yupang- 
со Exhibits and Shows, in cooperation with 
Zoobic Foundation, is holding a Yule Go Wild 
Christmas Village Bazaar Dec. 14-16, 10 a.m.- 
10 p.m., at A Venue Hall (Antel) corner Makati 
Ave. and Gen. Luna St., Makati City. Zoobic Sa- 
fari, Residence Inn and Paradizoo are giving 
discounts. The Yule Go Wild Christmas Village 
Bazaar is sponsored by Bellevue Manila, Aris- 
tocrat Phils. and Limelight Fashion (8999824 
or 8983695). 


BAZAAR. GMA Kapuso Network and event or- 
ganizer Cut Unlimited is holding the second 
part of its Seventh Noel Discovery Bazaar and 
Christmas Shopping Expo Dec. 21-23 at the 
World Trade Center, Pasay City. Beneficiaries 
are GMA Kapuso Foundation’s Give-A-Gift Alay 
sa Batang Pinoy, the Bantayog ng mga Bayani 
Foundation and the Associate Missionaries of 
‘Assumption Foundation. Live performances 
from the Center for Pop, a fashion show by Ab- 
bylyn and a cooking demo by MCN Taipan will 
be featured. Noel Bazaar is presented by GMA 
Network, the Philippine Daily Inquirer and 
Southeast Asian Airlines, in cooperation with 
Sunday Inquirer Magazine, the Foreign Post, 
Barangay LS 97.1 FM, Jam 88.3, Wave 89.1 
and Max 103.5. 


DANCE SHOWDOWN. Sun Cellular will hold 


EU 


OPEN TILL 2A MONDAY TO THURSDAY + AAAA FRIDAY TO SATURDAY «ТОРИ SUNDAY | 
233 TOMAS MORATO cor E. LOPEZ JR. ST. near ABS-CBN Стра, ©. C. 
376-6352 


Learn how to effeciively manage 
organizational change. 


Successful Change 
Management Workshop 


Managing Organizational Change 
Faciiicted by Dr. Agnes Sarthou, Ph.D. 


December 18 - 19, 2007 
9:00AM ~ 5:00PM 
Legaspi Room, Intercontinental Manila 


* Discover basic concepts and principles of managing 
organization change. 

* Find out how to develop a "Change Intervention Plan" for 
your organization, 

* Leam organizational methodologies & techniques to 
promote proactive planning change. 


RAVE REVIEWS! 
“Very productive two-day leaming!" 
Maria Alma Nimfo Sayas Edon, Janssen Pharmaceutica 


‘The seminor provided a mix of professionals from different business 
backgrounds. Good learning environment!" 
+ Alvin B. Pascual, Smart Communications, Inc. 


“This is my fist fime to attend this session. So for, everything discussed is new 
опа has been very helpfull” 
= Gregorio P. Catapang. North Luzon Command {NOLCOM) 


‘anes лоо SARTHOU, PH.D. 
GE овощного тинне им ткн шилиге ot йени пазен ры 
‘hong stage ewe и ии on ensar. communion par handing aoe 
Feros yon fang d sie eura та Gn t utter t cr 

teste ros ner gre 


SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES THAT COME WITH CHANGE! 
Call Nicole at 813-2732/03 Email at nicole@saltandlight.ph 
Visit our website at Www.saltandlightventures.net БЕ. 


LEARNING INVESTMENT: 
P 11,977 + 12% VAT 


the grand finals of the street dance competi 
tion Sun Dance Showdown today, 3 p.m., at 
the Activity Area of Robinsons Place Ermita, 
Finalists are Rondon High School; Ramon 
Magsaysay, Cubao; FEU High School, Kapi- 
tolyo High School, Quezon City Science High 
School, La Consolacion Pasig, Arellano Uni- 
versity Pasig, Arellano University Mandaluy- 
‘ong, Commonwealth High School and Rizal 
High School. First prize is P50,000, a comput- 
er showcase for the school, a certificate of 
recognition and gift items from Sun Cellular. 
Second and third prizes are P25,000 and 
P15,000, respectively, plus certificates of 
recognition and gift items from Sun. 


HOLIDAY TREATS. Starmall Edsa, Starmall 
Las Piñas and Metropolis Star Alabang spread 
the holiday cheer by offering different treats. 
Starmall Edsa (7244992) holds a caroling con- 
test among groups of children age 12 and be- 
low. Simbang Gabi will be held Dec. 15-23, 7 
p.m., at the Activity Area. Santa Claus will visit 
Starmall Edsa Dec, 16, 22 and 25. Starmall Las 
Piñas (8725249) will present "Perfect Rhythm 
Christmas Recital." Santa Claus will be at 
Finds Supermarket Dec. 15. 

Metropolis Star Alabang holds on Dec. 
14 Power Job Fair at the 2/L Activity Center. 
Grand finals of Star Extreme Hip Hop will 
be held Dec. 16, while San Miguel Beer is 
holding Paskong Samahang Walang Katu- 
lad today. 


SEMINAR. The Ontario Center for Skills and 
Livelihood will hold "Trendy Balloon Making,” 
Dec. 16 at the Training Hall of University of the 
Philippines Institute of Small Scale Industry, 
Virata Hall, Jacinto St., cor. University Ave., UP 
Campus, Diliman, QC. Call 4746059 or 0920- 
3981677 for details. 


Health Center, North Edsa, Diliman, QC. Professor Josephine Lampas, Kabalikat awardee, 
receives a trophy from Dr. Rod Malunhao and professor Eugenia “Gene” Panganiban. 


EFFICIENCY NEED 
NOT BE EXPENSIVE! 


Chery Automobile Co., td. was founded by 
five Anhu's local state-owned investment 
‘companies with a registered capital of RMB 
1.752 billion in 1997, the construction of 
which commenced on March 18, 1997. In 
2006, it accomplished a sales volume of 
305,200, an increase of 6296 over the same 
period of the previous year, and had a share 
Of 7.2% of the Chinese car market, ranking 
4th in the Chinese passenger car industry, 
thus showing its great strength in marching 
into. the first camp of the Chinese car 
industry having been long monopolized by 
CChinese-foreign jointly funded brands and 

|, taking a commanding “ lead among 

[. independently managed car enterprises. 


now owns a fuil set of manufacturing 
and R & D systems, including two car plans, 

| смо. engine plants, ‘a gearbox plant, an 
automobile engineering research. Institute > 
and’ an automobile planning and design 
institue. It has so far a total staff of 23,000, 
total assets of RMB over 22 bilion and an 
annual production capacky of 650000 
complere vehicles, 400000 engines and 
300,000 sets of gearboxes. Из curent 
products includes Six series here in the 
Philippines (Eastar, Cowin, Tiggo, AS, VS. 
ОО) of complete vehicles and their auxilary 
engines, gearboxes and key parts and 
‘components. By the end of this year, 
Chery wil become one of the 
Passenger car manufacturers offering 
ost varieties of products and most 
complete product series to the 
market in the Philippines. 


DEALERS: 


ея 
A PANGASINAN 


02805-2222 (045)438-0508 (675)617-1717 ( 
[x 00788172992 


Ge Philippine Distributor 


CHERY 


Gil Puyat Ave., Makati Ci 


Gif Oppen Bullding 349 Sen. 


(4ay706-5085 d (02)430-0608 
000290:0007 (02050371 (0214385808 
[n 
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4$ Cold Storage 
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Celebrate the 
season with 


jeufet giving 
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BRANCHES 
BANAWE 
ти Banewo St, Q.C. тө. 419.90081 413-7708 
3 CARVAJAL 
|, 628 carvja st, Binondo, Ма, тын. 2454220045204 [> 
È GREENHILLS 
210 Wison St; San Juan Tels. 744-2280 74-0205 
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In Japanese, the word Jozu means situ As masters of 
their craft, Japanese е rely on their skll with ingredients, 
and their kitchen arsenal to win over those who come to 4 
partake of their creations. k 


And like a samurai has hls sword, a chef's most important s». К 
weapon his ме Whether winning bates or creating ^Y. tall 
dishes, the Japanese have set ign standards fr thelr ace а 
of токе. No ines eacty аке, just as eveysamural NR 
Sword в one ога nd. And yet по matter how sharp and 


supple, a sword or a knife is only as good as the one who ” 
wields 


The one true Jozu, 


H а 
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MAS MORATO AVE, 


open И 
233 TOMAS MORATO cor E. LOPEZ JR. ST. near ABS-CBN Стра, Q. C. 
TEL 376-6351» 376-6352 


Book a 3 night shay and use the 3rd night within 2 months. 


Discovery Suites introduces the Christmas Three Package. For ойу P8.888++ for a Junior Sulle or РЎ,999++ for a One-Bedroom Sulle, you get 2 luxury filed nights over the Yuletide and an option to use the 3rd night 
within 3 months. Package includes complimentary breakfast for 2, a welcome gift; unlimited access to the Balance Lifestyle & Fitness Club, and more. Offer valid from December 8 - 30, 2007 ond January 1-12, 2008, 


For room reservations call (63 2) 683.8396, 683.8369 or e-mail rsvn@discovery.com.ph. For table reservations, call (63 2)683,8222 local 3336, 3855 or 3722. 


DANCE FEVER! 


New Year's Eve Countdown Party featuring 
The Real Groove. Dance the night away with 
dance hits from ће 40s, 70s, 80s and today. 
December 31, 2007 Serendipity Lounge 9pm 
21.500 net per person 


Becember 31, 2007 
#850++ per person 


NEW YEAR'S EVE GALA DINNER 


Lavish international buffet with a 
‚ panoramic view of the Ortigas skyline, 


Columbus. Function Room 7pm 


HOLIDAY MENU AT THE STEAKHOUSE 


Savory menu selections featuring prime US-crade Angus 
sleak wih a complimentary gloss of sparking wine. 
The Steakhouse at Serendipity Lounge. 

Avalobie for lunch on December 25, 2007, 

ата for lunch and dinner on January 1, 2008. 


J 
DISCOVERY 
Mules 


ON VICTOR: 1/3-sleeve light-blue solid woven shirt with printed 
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raw-edge appliqué detail and patch pocket; five-pocket Revolt fit raw 


denim with detailed stitching design. On Nikki: Contrast-stitching 
black pea coat with self-fabric belt and welt pocket; brown shorts 
with wide roll-up cuff detail 


Tempura- 


-NimQno- 


"In Japanese, the word Jozu means зави, As masters of 
thelr даб, Japanese chefs rely on their skli with ingredients 
and thelr kitchen arsenal to win over those who come to 
partake of their creations 


‘And lie a samurai has his sword, a chefs most important 
weapon is his knife. Whether winning battles or creating 
dishes, the Japanese have set high standards for their blades 
of choice. No knife Is exactly айке, Just as every samurai s 
Sword is one of a kind. And yet no matter how sharp and’ 
Supple, a sword or a knife Is oniy as good as the опе who 
Wielas k 


The one true Jozu. 


e 


Е 
А 


OPEN TILL элй MONDAY TO THURSDAY » 2/41 FRIDAY TO SATURDAY 
233 TOMAS MORATO cor E. LOPEZ JR. ST. near ABS-CBN Стра, Q. C. 
та. 376-6351» 376-6352 
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Animé holidays 
LET THE INTENSE JEWEL 
colors, exotic swirls and Asian- 
chic graphics of Penshoppe's 
| newest collection infuse fun into 
| your holiday fashion. 

Penshoppe's Retro-Oriental 
collection fuses the colorful 
quirkiness of ahimé, the time- 
| less appeal of the Orient and the 
rebellious spirit of punk to make 
the hippest wear for the Yule- 
| tide. 

Guys can dress to impress in 
casual tops splashed with cool, 
Oriental-inspired graphics such 
| as dragons, Chinese calligraphy 
and Japanese kabuki masks. 
| Dressed up with military details 
for an added edge, these go per- 
fectly with Penshoppe’s skinny 
jeans and raw denims. Hooded 
jackets and cardigans are made 
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tomatch. 
For girls, pretty vintage and 
retro influences from previous 
seasons continue, but this time 
with an Oriental twist. Asian-in- 
spired florals and graphics 
adorn tops that come in dazzling 
jewel colors. Hooded tees with 
delicate cherry blossom prints 
| are street-smart and girly. 
Visit wwwepenshoppe.com. 
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QQ 1.1L МТ P349,000*- 


QQ .8L A/T P373,000* thetar you ‘been waiting for! 
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+ Most affordable : 
"Quality based on European standards 
* AN parts rexdly avaliable “> 
+ Excellent after-sales service 
+ Outstanding performance 
+ Basic ammenities inclusive 
$3 Years warranty of 100,000 km 1, 


{1660 1.61 M/T P699,000" V5 2.0L M/T Р833,000: ЕАЅТА 2.0L МТ P780,000*: 
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CANO Philippine Distributor 


aetra z 97 Орроп Building 349 Sen. 
CH ERY Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City, М.М. 


(0x4)786-5485 (02856:7565 (023866656 
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Text us your feedback: 
Inquirer ife namelage/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


CATEGORY а 

manager for Wella 3 Linda Francisco and Andrea Zulueta 
Philippines Alex 

Pepino and 

managing director 

for Wella Philippines, 


ем { : TE Pamper youn shin... fon beag 


Schulz } ; “a i Nene <a> 
IV Glutathione, 3 sessions Ф 


A colorful preview 
of 2008 hair trends 


ОГ WAS COMPLETELY 
M mazed by the fabulously 
vibrant colors and the 


beauty everywhere as Wella Pro- 

ionals “the world-renowned 
hair color .” proudly 
launched the cream hair colorant 


Koleston Perfect. 
is to be a favorite venue for 


m, 


the BATTING 


AN EYELASH -~ 
backdrop, 


an art that Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
palanggas. 
Bursts of 
works by rising visual 
filled the walls, giving life to 


former trainer at the tres prestigious V 
in London, intemation: 
pertand hair visionary Stephen Zenz, n 
Among the top sty attenda: 
ative hair de- 


; Fred Allan 
Ruiz Pefiales of Lucy Britannico Salon and 
Hairshaft at The Po the team of Ess 
suals Toni & 
bourine and № 
technical director of Es: 


Philippines, Indonesia 
ACOLORFUL B 


ye 


маа СЯ + 
DOWLOAD 
5 SONGS FOR FREE 


CELESTE Tuviera of Symetria Salon (center) 
showcasing the Koleston Perfect Special Mix 
range by Wella 


5 FREE songs of your choice T FREE N-Gage game 


- Entertainment to the max 


ales of Hairshaft /Britannico with 
his Koleston Perfect Deep Browns color. 
creations 


Enjoy Sof your favorite tracks, watch 3 hotmusic videos, and play exciting 


N-Gage™ games* for FREE. Experience the next episode in entertainment е О EA 
with these premium freebies bundled with the Nokia №81 8GB. = 


\wwiw.nokia.comph/nseries Entertainment. The next episode. 


the following Nokia Stores n. e: Greenbelt 1. Glorietta Digital Xchange, Tomas Morato, Festival Mall SM СКУ North Edsa, Gaisano Davao, 
1 x ALS à ateway Mall, Robinsons Manila, Robin Y ity Lim Ket Kai Center CDO, Alabang Towa Center, SM Mall of Asia Podium, Greenhils 
DRE kel Xam Chl tena salon SM City Cebu, SM Boniaci eet, Trinoma, Dagupan, SM Batangas, SM Pampanga, Ayala Mall Cebu 

manager and creative hair designer Laura 

Charlton (right 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


A diario novela by CARLO J. CAPARAS 


To have ® to held 


Art: ARNELA. AVETRIA 
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GIRLFRIEND” 
“YUN SINABI Kon 
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нудо MONG, 

MALITIN ANG ART 
NG HILOT. 

HINDI NO ВА ALAM 


HL, JEN: PAREHO 
TAYONG MAGANDA! 
MAS SEXY LANG 
АКО? НА HAAS 


HINDI KASAMA 

ANG MGA _EMPLOYEES, 

KAYA PWERA KA, WEVE LOOKED ALL OVER TAIS 

JENNY? НА НАА” MALL AND Т STILL HAVEN'T 
FOUND LIZ A PRESENT! 


BUT im 


SAMA МО, HAT 
НА HAA” РІ 
BALE, KASAMA 
Ko NAMAN эт 
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BY JIM DAVIS 


ARE YOU ENJOUING 
THE FOOD COURT? 
1 WANT TO 


eS LIVE HERE 
3 


FOREVER! 


Ar er ane gis, Sug 
NYANG ЗАМРАНМ Si CHER „РА 
RANG NAKITA NIYANG КАНАЛЛАР; 


ITO SA SAMAI NLA NI ARVIN 7. кина 
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OLD ToS? 
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BY DANIELSHELTON 
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HOROSCOPE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're highiy original. Not only do you think outside 
‘of the box, you live outside of the box! In your daring way, you often pro- 
уйа others—and you lve it. Privately, you're serious and philosophical. 
Хоол do anything on a dare. in the year ahead, you will wrap up some- 
thing you've been involved with for the past nine years. 


Birthdate of: Patty Duke, actress; Michael Owen, British soccer star; Dee 


ACROSS 

1 Electronic 
journal 

5 Grapevine 
‘support 

10 Pretentiously 


creative 

14 Exercise. 
discipline 

15 Pass along 

16 Pineapple 
coner. 

17 Was brutally 
honest 

20 Supplement, 
with out 

21 Harvest grain 

22 Sister's 
daughter 

23 Groucho or 
Harpo 

24 Accompanies 

26 Rebellion at 
sea 

29 Joyous hymn 

30 Press 

31 Pigeonholes 

32 Hot shot 

35 Presented 
one's case 

39 Bullding add-on 

40 No-brainer 

41 Curved paths 

42 Miltary 
blockade 

43 Forewarning 

45 Salesmen's 
эре 

48 Bluefin or 
yelowiin 

49 Pseudonym. 

50 Kissable girl? 

51 Professional 
charge 

54 Came right to 
{he point 

58 Bassoon 


By Diane С. 
Columbia, МО 


z 
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4 Meander 

5 Circulation. 
conduit 

6 Take five 

7 Radar image 

8 Acorn dropper 

9 Salinger grain 

10 Procrastinator's 
lack 

11 Crew member. 

12 Leallet handout 

18 Favorable 
responses 

18 Persia, today 

19 If there Is a 
need 

23 Take offense 
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ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): Continue to 


Wallace-Sione, actress. 
look for opportunities 
to expand your expe- 


© rience of the word 


‘and Me in general. Sign up for a 
course. Travel someplace пен. 
Learn whatever you can. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20]: Work to set- 
бе accounts and pay 
your bis. Return bor- 
Towed items. Take 

care of loose details about insur- 

ance maters, wils, estates, taxes 
and debt. Just doit. 


семі! (May 21 to 

June 20): Conversa- 

tions with pannes 

and close friends are 
partcuary important now. Not 
опу that t you observe yourself 
when interacting with others, you 
сап learn more about your style of 
‘communicating. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22}: The place- 
ment of the Sun right 
now gives you a lot of 

Inspration and energy to work 

hard to get better organized. Obvi- 

ously, this is 2 good chance to 

‘lean up your act! 


LED (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Love, romance, 
райез, sports, fun 


ата |э |е ES ETE ШЗ 


2008070 


accessory 

59 Reserves in 
advance: 

во Prolound. 

61 Wraps up 

62 Restless 

63 Avoid reality 


DOWN 
4 Elgnt bits unit. 
2 Facial 

expression 

+3 Goggle at 


24 Solid ground 

25 Adam's third 

26 Track meet 
distance 

27 Asian range 

28 Hard work 

29 _ de Leon 

31 Chorus 
numbers 

32 Electriciy line 

33 Old Peruvian 

34 Gusto 

36 Most frigid 


37 Stadium level 
38 Molten flow 
42 Groups of trees 51 Gratis 
43 Mawkish 52 Utopian spot 
44 Inatresh way 53 Lay eyes on 
45 Army chaplain 55 Wharton 
46 Green card School deg. 
holder 56 Charged atom 
47 Вей 57 Peculiar 


48 Carpet anchors. 
50 Windsor, e.g. 


occasions, vacations 
and artstc activites are your main 
focus now. Enjoy playful times 
with children as wel 

are favored at this 


Ө 
time. This is where 


you are focused. Tak to family 
members. Invite them over for 
ood and drink. (А good time is 
had by all) 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Home, 
‘amily and real estate 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
Oct. 22): It's а busy 
time, with short trips. 
errands, conversa- 
tions with everyone 

and extra time spent with relatives 

and siblings. Don't stay at home. 

Keep on the movet 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21) Money 
eamings, posses- 
Sons and invest- 
ments are your pr- 

mary concern. But the big ques- 

боп is: Why is there always so 
much month left at the end of the 


money? 
52) The Sun is in your 

— sign, drawing people 
and favorable situations to you. 
Make the most of this. Milk it for ail 
is worth. 


SAGITTARIUS. (Nov. 
22 to Dec. 21): Right 
пон, you're royal. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to dan. 19); Work 
sone or behind the 
scenes if you can at 
this time. You need 

some downtime to be by yourselt 


and fure ош what you want in 
time for you. Enjoy the 
future goals 
usual ПОМ now for 


the new year ahead. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
company of others. 
Work or play with 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Expect to 
some reason. Bosses, parents and 
ViPs are impressed with you. Take 


Feb. 18): itsa popular. 
groups. Tak to others about your 

be noticed more than 
або 


Conceptis Sudoku 


63007 Concenris Puzzles. Disi. bv Kino 


Difficulty Level so 


HOW TO PLAY 
SUDOKU 


Answer to previous puzzle 


918 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1109, 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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IR editor in chief Anton 
shor ireng. = 
to and thoi 


Paa 0 


and Thailand Michael Schulz, 
who flew in especially for this 
grand occasion, raved about the 
highly talented Filipino hair 
stylists. 

“We at Wella will continue to 
support Filipino professional 
hairdressers. We share in your 
mission to become the best and 
be as creatively fulfilled as you 
can possibly be,” he said, palang- 
gas. 


New gastronomic heights 

It had to be Méet-Hennessy, 
the leading ultra premium wines 
and spirits company in the world, 
to bring Cosmo Мале elite au- 
dience to new heights with its 
tres chic Veuve Clicquot Vintage 
Dinner at Makati Shangrila's 
upscale Вей Restaurant, 
dahlings. 

The exclusive gathering of 
mega business namedroppables 
was hosted by tres charmant and 
tres handsome Bruno Yvon, re- 
gional marketing director of 
Veuve Clicquot, no less. 

Bruno demonstrated how 
Veuve Clicquot champagnes 
could be served throughout an 
elegant sit-down dinner, starting 
with the signature yellow label 
serving for cocktails. 

Veuve Clicquot Vintage Rich 
1999 delightfully complemented 
the superb pan-fried foie gras 
with fig and sauternes jelly, fol- 
lowed by an equally sumptuous 
medallion of fresh Palawan lob- 
sters in crustacean foam and the 
dry Veuve Clicquot Reserve 1999, 
palanggas. 

The gastronomic delight was 
followed by the crepinette of 
Trench pigeon with cinnamon 
ravioli and ginger beurre blanc 
that heralded the entry of the to- 
diefor Veuve Clicquot Vintage 
Rose 2002. 

‘The superb dinner concluded 
with the calorific, yummy 
desserts of tarte tatin but using 
mangoes, mousse and sherbet 
accompanied by Veuve Clicquot 
Rich 99. 

‘The excellent and elegant din- 
пег was brilliantly conceptual- 
ized by Méet-Hennessy chief rep- 
resentative Olga Azarcon, no 
less, and the business develop- 
ment manager, _cybersmart 
Randy Uson, in partnership with 
Christian Sack, executive assis- 
tant manager; and Ruediger 
Lurz, chef de cuisine of Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel 

Gastronomic dreams are made 
of this, palanggas. 


m 


KATRINA Sandejas 
and husband, 
architect Gelo 
Mañosa 


KATRINA Feist, 
Leica Carpo and 
Francesca 
Colayco 


Licaros with 
Andreas 
Bichler 


Fashionable 2-year-old 

Gotham is one of fashionable 
Manillés best kept secrets, 
dahlings, especially when it 
comes to trendy American 
brands. 

The quaint boutique marked 
its second successful year and the 
launch ofits newest brand of chic 
bags ànd accessories, Charm and 
Luck, with a fun cocktail happen- 
ing for all its valued clients and 
pals. 

The double celebration was 
held in front of Gotham in Harri- 
son Plaza. The area was cor- 
doned off to accommodate the 
crowd, palanggas. 

The divine hors d'oeuvres 
were superbly prepared by 
Chives, the catering service of 
young chef Sansan Clemente 
and business parner Tanya 
Chua. Guests were served Euro- 
pean fare that included Spinach 
and Feta Filo, Shrimp Salad Cros- 
tini, Focaccia Margherita, Chick- 
en Caesar Paninis and assorted 
fruit tarts all washed down by an 
endless supply of prosecco and 
rose wine. 

Gift bags were given away by 
European cosmetic superstore 
Marionnaud to the delight of the 
chic set. 

Missing the event was the New 
York-based owner, young and 
brilliant Antonia Martel, who is 
currently busy as a bee designing 
her very own line of casual wear. 
On hand to welcome guests was 
Gotham's general manager, a 
miss with the four B's, Chinkee 
Clemente. 

Holding court in the cocktail 
area were Benny and Ophie 
Clemente of Belco Marketing, 
Inc. with Don and Norma 
Sanders, Hue Ling Uyliapco, 
Gretchen Chenglay, pretty Ri- 
anna Llamas, Edwin Padilla, 
Harrison Plazas Norma Cruz, 
and Ofie Pacheco, plus other 
fashion-conscious personalities, 
palanggas. 

Check out Gotham at the 
ground floor of Harrison Plaza, 
Adriatico Street, Malate, Manila 
For inquiries on available brands 
and new arrivals, do call 


RICHIE and Kelly dela Merced with Maritoni Fernandez and Dritter 


Sarmiento 
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LAWYER Frank Chavez with emcee of the 
SALAand People evening Johnny Litton and architect Chito SUZETTE Morelos and John 
Palace’s Colin Mackay Antoni Lesaca 


CHIVES’ Sansan 
Clemente 


MÓET-HENNESSY business 

development manager Randy 

Usonand Lifestyle Asia editor MARILOU Prieto Lovina with 

in chief Anna Sobrepeña Princess Dis VINCENT Ticzon 


HANDSOME German’ 
Sebastian Pflug, Matthias 
Koppe and Tilo Weissberg 


MARIONNAUD's Carmen Reyes and 
Ginny Marks 


GOTHAM's GM 
Chinkee Clemente, 
Roy Sefieres, Boy 
Sales, Ophie 
Clemente, Norma 
and Don Sanders, 
and Benny Clemente 


Get а DOUBLE SHARE of the [ае 
TASTIEST GIFT this Christmas! | rateo 


Brothers 


It's the DOUBLE Treat of the Season! | fern” 


Double Treat! 


“Tis the season to 
come together for 
some serious wining 
and dining. Families, 
friends and sweethearts 
gather around the 
yuletide table to 
celebrate and indulge 
to their hearts’ (and 
stomachs’) content. 


The good news is that 
you and your loved 
ones can enjoy your 
favorite burger for 
FREE! With the 
Double Treat promo, 
you can get a FREE 
Double Brothers 
Burger each time you 
buy a regular Double 
Brothers Burger! 
That's double the beef, 
double the tomato and 
lettuce; double the joy 
and merriment this 
season. So, gather your 
family and friends on 
December 14 (11am 
— 10pm) for a most. 
deliciously affordable 
treat at a Brothers 
Burger outlet near 


On December 14, 2007, from 11 am to 10 pm, 


Get a FREE DOUBLE BROTHERS BURGER 
when you BUY ONE Double Brothers E 


it’s the Season’s Burger Feast made twice as Tasty! 


For Dine-In and Take-Out orders only. 
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DKNY Large > 
Hobo Metallic 
Leather in Bronze 


FERRAGAMO evening 
handbag in Goatskin 
(available in silver) 
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DIESEL Rubens Вар [=> 


nenna 


ji FERRAGAMO 
leather tote 
with round 
handle 
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Have a ver 


FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFT-SHOPPING 
list, Adidas offers its Sports Performance 
and Originals lines. 

Sports Performance products carry high- 
end technologies such as ClimaLite and Cli- 
maCool for heat and moisture manage- 
ment, and ForMotion for enhanced power 
of movement and performance. 

Adidas also offers the Brotherhood 
footwear and apparel collection of NBA su- 
perstars Kevin Garnett, Gilbert Arenas, T- 
MAC McGrady, Dwight Howard, Chauncey 
Billups, and Tim Duncan. 

For the sporty woman, the Adilibria and 
Fuse lines fuse performance and design 
seamlessly. They cover five sports cate- 
gories—gym, running, yoga, tennis and 
swimming. 

Meanwhile, the Stella McCartney line 
provides sportswear for the ultra-chic fash- 
jon maven 

Originals apparel and footwear are youth- 
ful, hip and functional. The Fall/Winter 2007 
line boasts of the limited-edition Ali by Adi- 
das. The collection also presents the Ali Val- 
ues Project, featuring the works of contempo- 
rary artists celebrating the ideals that boxer 
Muhammad Ali embodies. 

Other lines are Flavors of the World, a 
special limited-edition collection of luxury 


CHOICE gift items from hip and chic 
sneakers to basic staple rubber shoes that 
your loved ones will surely like 


FROM casual and basic running or workout shoes to soccer and basketball trainers 
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SHOES and apparel 
from Adidas Sports 
Performance series. 


YOUTHFUL, hip and functional pieces.) 


sneakers providing ‘а special. blend of 
sneaker tastes from around the world; Ма- 
terials of the World, a collection that mixes 
well-established Adidas silhouettes with in- 
spiration from various cultures around the 
world; Porsche Design, a collection where 
two of the world’s most historic and au- 
thentic brands come together to produce 
timeless and classic shoes; Sleek Series, in 
which iconic Adidas sneaker silhouettes are 
reinterpreted in a fresh and unexpected 
feminine way; Respect M.E., a collection 
from Missy Elliot whose styles are a journey 
through dance history; and Country Foot: 
ball collection, a series of track jackets for 
both men and women inspired by Hispanic 
football in Peru, Cuba and the Bahamas. 

‘Adidas Originals also includes the Adidas 
Philippines track jacket and Victor jeans 
specially created by Ino Caluza. 

Adidas Sports Performance is available at 
leading malls nationwide, while Adidas 
Originals is available at Adidas concept 
stores, particularly at TriNoma. 


An extraordinary pencil cas 


IN TODAY'S WORLD WHERE STORE 
names hardly give us a clue as to what 
products they're selling (e.g. Tomato, 
Chocolate, Mango—selling women’s ap- 
parel), this irresistibly attractive and en- 
gaging kiosk in Market! Market! and 
Robinsons Metroeast has a name that 
speaks from the heart. 

Yup, this store really does sell every- 
thing you find in a pencil case, and 
more! Be it pens, pencils, markers, 
erasers, paper clips, scissors and even 
notebooks, notepads, sticky notes, di- 
aries, etc. Pretty regular stuff, right? 
Wrong! There is nothing ordinary that 
you can find in this store. Everything 
isuniquely fun and handcrafted! > 

Collect a zoo with their wooden $ 

_ animal pen, pencil and paper clip ° 
selection, where the elephant А 
comes complete with big ears, ће * 
lion with its stately mane, the fish 
ready to swim with their tails and 
fins, and the giraffe with a long 
enough neck to copy your seat- 
mate's answers. 

Pass a slipper note to your fa- 
vorite seatmates, look intelligent 
by marking your books with one- 
of-a-kind sticky notes, organize the 
notes that you photocopied with 
frog and mouse staplers, or be sim- 


ply fabulous with a fur-handled or bejew- 
eled notepad bag in hand. 

For the perfect day, while the boring sub- 
jects away by writing deep dark secrets in 
oh-so-cute diaries that come in 10 de- 
signs—one for each of your crushes! 

Oh, and the prices are really cheap! Per- 
fect for gifts and giveaways. 

Visit Pencil Case soon and 
ordinary! 


= 
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HE BEST GIFTS TO 
| receive are presents that 
can be used, not left to 
gather dust. Personally I love 
scents. They're the easiest to 
give to friends and relatives 
since they can easily be appreci- 
ated. 

Although everyone has a fave 
scent, it would be nice to intro- 
duce new scents to the special 
people in our lives. So with the 
help of Jeff from Rustan’s, I took 
the afternoon off and allowed 
him to educate me on their best 
sellers. I figured the scents that 
sell well should be given the 
"People's Choice Awards.” 

And it was a really 
fruitful day since 1 
was introduced to 
scents аі 
could be giv- 
en out as £ „24 


gifts. ©. 
picked up a 
few for myself 


and for my Christ- 
maslist. 

Here are the top eight 
scents you would want to 
lay your nose on: 

‘Acqua Di Genova (Clas- 
sic). For men but great for 
women, too. This fragrance 
used to be the official fra- 
grance of the royalty of 
Genova. It was just recently 
made public. It’s a classic 
citrus scent, as if you just 
stepped out of the shower 
Also it is the only fragrance 
available with the classic pump. 


Knockout! 


Very prestigious 

Ice Men. Latest male fra- 
grance by Thierry Mugler. The 
inspiration of this scent is the 
Silver Surfer of Fantastic Four. 
It's the ultimate expression of a 
hero's power and ener; 


fect for the urban male. A 
woody, glacial, spicy fra- 
grance. 
Innocent by Thierry Mugler. 
А sparkling delicious fragrance, 
it smells like tropical fruits. This 
will bring you back to your 
childhood days. The inspiration 
of Mugler is a child entering a 
circus. Great for teens and those. 
who want to remember happy 
"innocent days." 
LOmbre Dans L'eau by Did- 
tyque. Unisex scent. A fragrance. 
that doesn't differentiate. 


2 ў Diptyque, 
evokes luxury 
if and sophistica- 


go ^ Чоп. Inspiration 
А has notes of crum- 
pled black turrant 
leaves and rose 
petals. 

Blu Mediterraneo 
by Acqua Di Parma. 
Unisex. The official 
fragrance of the 
royalty of Parma in 
Italy. This blue 

Mediterranean 
line is the aroma 
therapy line. Composed of 
four scents that are present in 
the Mediterranean: citrus, basil 
almond and fig. The bestsellers 

the Arancia line. 

Angel by Thierry Mugler 
The women's scent that is the 
bestseller all over the world. A 


BLU MEDITERRANEO 
by Acqua di Parma. 


К. 
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L'OMBRE Dans l'eau by 
Diptyque 


sparkling, delicious and sexy 
fragrance. It's the first perfume 
for women that is totally flow- 
erless. The No. 1 fragrance in 
France for the last six years. 
When it was launched in 1992, 
it opened a new olfactive cate- 
gory now known as the gour- 
mant family. 

Mure Et Muse by L'Artisan 
Perfumeur. Women's scent 
Launched in 1978, it was the 
first fragrance that used black- 
berry and introduced a new 
generation of perfumes. With 
notes of citrus and fruits. Musky 
fragrance. Famous for its sweet 
trail of blackberry. 

Eau d’ Hadrien by Annick 
Goutal. Women’s scent, A cult 
fragrance from Paris which val- 
ues originality, authenticity, and 
refinement. Eau @ Hadrien is a 
citrus fragrance with the inspi- 
ration of Tuscany. Tonic, fresh 
and sparkling, it is loved by Liv 
Tyler and Sharon Stone. 
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Olive Daily Face 
Cleanser 

The patented oxygenated 
A.O.C. olive oil and olive wa- 
ter complex helps in cell re- 
newal for healthy, radiant 
skin. EOccitane’s patented 
blend of olive oil and olive 
water (P995) is rich in anti- 
oxidizing elements to make 
stressed and dull skin healthi- 
er. For best results, use morn- 
ing and evening. Follow with 
Olive Water Face Toner and 
Radiance Moisturizing 
Cream. Use Olive Express Ra- 
diance Mask once а week. 


Olive Face Water Toner 

Freshens skin without 
stripping or drying. All-natu- 
ral and alcohol-free. Choose 
Olive Daily Face Cleanser and 
Olive Water Face Toner 
(P1,195), followed by Daily 
Face Care SPF 15, for morn- 
ingregimen. 


Green Tea Body Milk 
Ablend of green tea and ci 
тиз notes and rich in nourish- 
ing grapeseed oil, the body 
milk (P1,450) is quickly ab- 
sorbed, leaving skin supple, 
soft and pleasantly perfumed. 


Green Tea EDT 

Subtle complex of fresh 
aromas is invigorating. The 
tonic green aroma creates 
sensations of well-being and 
freshness (P2,675). 


1 switched to MET because of its 
reduced glutathione content. Weeks 
after taking MET, my skin felt tighter 
and looked rosy-white, too!” 


-LANI MERCADO 


The Woodlands Healing Research Center in 
Philadelphia, USA, has concluded: “Glutathione 
‘must be in the reduced form to work propery. The 
un-educed form is cheaper and isn't metabolically 
active.” (Source: wwwwoodrned.com) Continuously 
taking 4 capsules of MET TATHIONE premium grade. 
reduced glutathione daily provides enough 
{glutathione to block the formation of melanin and 
whiten skin. MET TATHIONE also provides anti- 
ageing properties because it aids in the breakdown 
of oxidized fats to make skin firmer. 


“Reduced Glutathione from Japan { 
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SHEENE Jeans 
Eye Color 


i 


Kim's beauty secret 


THE NO. 1 TEEN STAR OF 
this generation has teamed up 
with the No. 1 teen cosmetics 
brand from Thailand. 

Kim Chiu has discovered 
Sheene, a line of cosmetics that 
has everything she wants: 
trendy packaging, a wide range 
of colors, affordable prices and, 
best of all, products that are 
made for her youthful skin. 

Sheene (pronounced “shi- 
пе") is Thailand's most popular 
skincare and cosmetics brand, 
and its a bestseller mainly be- 
cause of its fashionable style 
and affordable price range. 
Since its introduction to Philip- 
pine market last year, it has be- 
come popular among trendy 
teens. It has also been recog- 
nized with а merit excellence 
award from the Philippine 
Fashion Association. 

This season, Sheene is treat- 
ing holiday shoppers to fabu- 
ous discounts. It has a Christ- 
mas package consisting of 
Sheene Oil Free Spa Fresh fa- 
cial wash, SPF 18 Oil Free UV 
Protect Powder and Kiss Lip 
Gloss that comes in a red cos- 
metic.bag for only P299.75. 
Sheene is also offering a 
yearend sale with 50-percent 


SHEENE Christmas Pack 


SHEENE Jeans 
Cheek Color 


SHEENE 
Jeans Lip 
Color 


discounts on Sheene Jean Eye 
Color, Cheek Color and Lipstick 
and Empha Lip Duo. 

Sheene cosmetics are avail- 
able in selected Watsons 
branches, Robinsons Depart- 
ment Stores, The Landmark, 

TriNoma Ay- 
ala Mall, NC- 
Vcc Mall in 
Davao and 
Palawan. It 
also has a di- 
rect-selling 
program that 
brings Sheene 
cosmetics closer to your 
homes. Call 9129939, 
9111584; or e-mail sheenecos- 
metics@ gmail.com. 
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THIS CHRISTMAS, GIVE THE 
gift of freshness and fragrance as 
Fuller Life Direct Selling (former- 
ly Sara Lee Direct Selling) fills 
Christmas with perfect holiday 
scents and essentials with its Pick 
and Mix deals. 

Make moms bloom with pam- 
pering gifts and a full makeover 
kit. Georgie on Ice, Possibilities for 
Women and Ivana Pink present а 
collection of matching perfumed 
body talc, skin-softening lotion, 
body splash, body spray, and an- 
tiperspirant’ deodorants to keep 
moms feeling fresh, smooth and 
lovely smelling all day. For the 
perfect Christmas makeover, give 
moms a complete set of Colou 
Collection cosmetics including 
Smoothening Lipstick specially 
formulated to help minimize 
lines, increase lip volume, anc 
smoothen lips to make it lool 
plumper and younger-looking 
and the Maxi-Lash Definitio 
Mascara that boosts eyelash vol 
ume. 

For lady friends, there's a wide 
array of the season’s party-perfect 
body spray scents to choose from. 
The Natural body spray collection 
comes in refreshing Sunny Gar- 
den, Blue Ocean and Spring Rain 
scents. There are also body mists 
from Ivana Pink and Georgie on 
Ice. For fruity scent lovers, Fruity 
Blooms Splash Cologné is avail- 
able in Strawberry Bliss, Apple 
Crisp, Kiwi Delight and Mango 
Mandarin scents. And for scents 
that suit just about anyone, there's 
Cool Splash that comes in Zestful 
Purple, Cool Blue and Fresh Green 
scents. 

For the men in your life, Fuller 
Life suggests refreshing scents 
that will leave them smelling fresh 
even amidst the action-packed 
holiday. Blue Crush Dude, Fidelity 
Blue, Midnight and Possibilities 
for Men come in different forms: 
roll-on antiperspirant/deodorant, 
body splash, body spray and body 
mists to enhance their masculine 
appeal. There's also Action and 
Adventure body sprays that come 
in Thrill, Chase, and Power. And to 
keep dads.real fresh all day, give 
them casual Hanes shirts which 
feature textured long sleeves per- 
fect for the cold holiday season. 
There's also the classic two-color 
tee made of comfortable cotton- 
blend fabric. Sporty dads, on the 
other hand, will love Champion's 
new men’s collection of high-qual- 
ity and comfortable athletic 
shirts. 

And because Christmas is for 
the little ones, kids should also 
feel fresh and sweet-smelling 
this fun-filled season. Give them 
the best holiday pampering with 


Christmas with a fresh, fragrant соул 


COLOUR Collection Smoothening Lipstick 


hypo-allergenic, pH-balanced, 
and dermatologist-tested prod- 
ucts from Zwitsal—a complete 
line of baby shampoo, baby bath, 
baby lotion, powder and 
cologne. 

Avail of up to 71-percent dis- 


KIDS. 


| nen 


ZWITSAL baby shampoo, bath, k 
powder and cologne 


count when you bi any êf thé 
exciting” combinations- df: Scent 
and essentials until Dec. 22 only. 
With this merry mix of holiday 
deals from Fuller Life, every fami- 
ly would surely be fresh, fragrant 
and gorgeous this Christmas sea- 
son. 

Fuller Life Direct Selling Philip- 
pines Inc. is the authorized dis- 
tributor of prestigious brands that 
include Playtex, Hanes, Champi- 
оп, Wonderbra, Just My Size, 
Girls’ Attitudes, Colour Collection, 
Beauty Touch, Ivana, Georgie on 
Ice, VS. Versus, Nutrimetics and 
Zwitsal. Fuller Life Direct Selling 
Inc. is also known as Fuller Cos- 
metics in Latin America and Nu- 
trimetics in many parts of the 
world. If you have questions, need 
additional information or wish to 
become a dealer, call the toll free 
number 1-800-10 FULLERI (1- 
800-10-3855371). 


I first thought that MET is 
only for skin whitening. ‘Yun pala, 
ang dami rin niyang health 
benefits! MET is really cool! 


—VALERIE CONCEPCION 


Unknown to most, glutathione brings with it a host 
of amazing health benefits. Taking 2 capsules of 
MET TATHIONE daily helps to detoxify the body, 
‘strengthen the immune system, delay ageing, boost 
sexual potency, prevent skin allergies and 
‘stress-related diseases... plus, inhibit the formation 
‘of melanin to whiten the skin. 
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MAKE UP FOR EVER'S SHINE- 
on Powder, Glitter, and Dia- 
mond Powder shine with the el- 
egance and mystery of this most 
coveted of stones. 

Inspired by the diamond's 
distinct qualities such as purity, 
femininity and a 
woman's desire to 
shine, the Holiday 
Look creates а $ 
complexion that is 
radiant and natural 
and eyes that reflect 
a blend of light 
hues: Lips are swept 
ina glossy shine. 

То give skin tone a 
light, pearly pink finish, Shine-on 
Powder offers transparent pow- 
der with light-reflecting particles 
that helps highlight facial fea- 
tures naturally, It has ceramides 
that maintain the skin's moisture 
and mineral powders that allow 
а natural and long-lasting feel. 


SHINE-ON Powder 


Shine like a diamond 


For a more intense look, apply by 
dabbing lightly with a powder 
puff. For a natural look, sweep 
over the entire face. 

Glitter gives the eyes, body or 

hair a bright, crystal look. 
Is brillant pigments 
provide metalized 
polyester for an in- 
tense color and 
graded — crystals 
that add further glit- 
ter when light is re- 
flected. 

А product unique 
to Make Up For Ever, 
Diamond Powder 
has a subtle and ele- 

gant shimmer. Ultra-light and 
incomparably fine diamond- 
like particles are actually 
borosilicate crystals that cap- 
ture light and provide scintillat- 
ing luminosity to the skin. On 
cheeks, eyes, lips and the body, 
Diamond Powder adds a capti- 
vating effect to any look. Dia- 
mond Powder is especially cre- 
ated for use on the eye area. 

Enjoy treats at Make Up For 
Ever ‘boutiques. Receive cash 
coupots, Kohl pencil and make- 
up case with a minimum pur- 
chase. 

Make Up For Ever is available 
at 3/L Shangri-La Plaza Mall, 
tel. 6385702; 3/L The Block, 
SM City North Edsa, tel 
4420368; B:8 Bonifacio High 

Street, Bonifacio Global 

, Taguig City (opening Dec. 

2007); (counter) Wat- 
son's, G/F Mall 1, SM 
зь. Mal of Asia, tl 
he... 5560435, and 
Ж 37 Marionnaud, 
2/L SM Mall of 
Asia, tel. 5560422. 
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Two new men’s fragrances 


FRUITS & PASSION, A CANADIAN-BASED 
fragrance company, has launched F/P 
Homme, a new line of fine scents for men. 
This modern and masculine collection is 
composed of two eau de toilettes and four 
complementary body care products. 

F/P Homme facilitates one’s daily 
grooming rituals with products that have 
multiple functions, practical packaging, 
masculine and distinctive colors, and sim- 
ple abellifig. - d 

Fruits & Passion also took into considera- 
tion the number one complaint of men 


ео с 


обот 
666559 


ji 


when it comes to eau de toilettes: poor fra- 
grance durability. To address .this com- 
plaint, the F/P Homme eau de toilettes 
were formulated with 13-percent to 15- 
percent perfume concentration, compared 
to the 10-percent concentration found in 
others EDTs in the market. 

The two F/P Homme eau de toilettes 
have very distinctive characteristics: 

Numero 001 is green, fresh and aromatic 
~ with head'notes of Florida grapefruit, mid- 
die notes of French sage, ginger, and bot- 
tom notes of green tea and cool musk. 


Sensual scent 


PRESENTED IN AN ELEGANT BOTTLE 
with embossed red dots in a geometric pat- 
tern, Escada $ combines classic feminine 
musk essences with a hint of Hazelnut fora 
sensual twist. The scent also includes fruity 
notes of Plum and Blackcurrant; floral 
essences of Red Pepper, Rose and Almond 
Blossom; and wood notes of Mahogany and 
‘Sandalwood. 

Exclusively distributed by Rustan Mar- 
Xeting Corp., Escada S is available in all 
leading department stores nationwide in 
30-ml (P2,750), 50-ml (P3,950) and 90-ml 
(P5,100) EDP; and 200-ml body lotion 
(P2,000): 


-PROVOCATIVE DUO 
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Numero 002 is woodsy, amber, sophisti- 
cated, with head notes of Bergamot of Gal: 
abria and cardamom seeds. ts middk 
notes come from Italian cypress and fresh 
vetiver, and the bottom notes from ma- 
hogany wood and ambergris. 

Fruits & Passion makes life easy for men 
by creating multipurpose products. For ex- 


FRUITS & 
Passion’s Р/Р 
Homme line 


.ample, the shower gel works as both a 


cleanser and shampoo, and the body spray 
can be used as a light eau de toilette. The- 
after shave lotion and soap complete the 
daily grooming ritual. 

Fruits & Passion is exclusively distributed 
by Stores Specialists, Inc. and is located at 
Greenbelt 3 and Alabang Town Center. 


F/P Homme Numero 
001 body spray 


SASSOON 


The Hugo Fashion FranchisE unveils its first his and hers scent, Hugo XX & Hugo XY. 

(A fragrance for him, Hugo XY has a green accord of Pear Tree Leaves and aromatic: 

pgreen bouquet featuring Crushed Ice, Basil Leaves and Mint. Base notes of Lebanese 
and Cedar Wood create a woody drydown with a hint of earthiness and the Hugo 
signature pine tree note. The ultimate match—Hugo XX—is a smooth and luminous 
feminine fragrance with its predominant top note of Lychee which unfolds into а 
creamy-floral heart of Basmati Rice and Jasmine Sambac. Sandalwood notes give the 
fragrance a gentle woody finish. Their distinctive and unique bottles shaped like spray 
cans in chrome for Hugo XX and burnt sienna for Hugo XY reflect their conflicting y 
complimentary natures. Exclusively distributed by Rustan Marketing Corp., Hugo XX 
(100 ml EDT, P4,150) and Hugo XY (10 ml EDT, P4,000) are available nationwide in 
leading department stores. 


Distributed and Serviced By: WIMPEX GROUP @ Tel. No. 822-29-42 
Available in RUSTANS, ROYAL DUTY FREE, SM (Ladies Accs.), SHOPWISE, WATSONS, 
PCX, ABENSONS & METRO GAISANO stores nationwide. 


Happiness in a bottle 


IN 1886, DAVID H. MCCONNELL, 
а door-to-door book salesman 
from. New York presented per- 
fumes along with books, in what. 
ds known today asa "gift with pur- 
chase" offer. 

Seeing that the per- 
fumes were more popular 

= than the books, McConnell 
concentrated on his bur- 

igeoning ^ fragrance 

1 business and named 
it the Califomia 
Perfume Compa- 

~ ny These are the. 
beginnings — of 

~ what is today the 
global direct-sell- 
ing giant, Avon. 

As the countrys 
leader in fne fra- 
grances, the company’s ANGELLocsin For a limited time, an 

“Avon representatives Wish of Happiness introductory price of 
and customers enjoy P399 per bottle is avail- 
the scents of top-selling brands able through your local Avon La- 

~ such as Sweet Honesty, Imari and dy 
Far Away. Call 864-Avon (2866) or e-mail 

Now, Avon unveils its first helpdesk ph@Avon.com. 


celebrity fragrance called Angel 
Locsin Wish of Happiness. 
Launched for the holidays, An- 
gel Locsin Wish of Happiness is 
designed to capture Angels true 
personality and aspiration. 
‘This fragrance also embod- 
ies her youth and free-spirit- 
edness. 
‘Angel Locsin Wish of 
Happiness eau de toi- 
Тепе combines citrus 
fruits and florals, 
with notes of pink 
grapefruit, sweet 
lemon, pear and 
orange blossom. 
One 50-ml bot- 
tle of Angel Locsin 
Wish of Happiness is 
available for P800. 


With ali the poliution-and 
contaminants that find their way 
into my body, | make sure to take 
MET to detoxify. MET makes me 
feel stronger, too! 


—JAKE CUENCA 


Glutathione is found in high concentration in the 
lver and plays a key role in metabolism and immune 
response. However, it gets depleted due to everyday 
stress, environmental pollution, and harmful 
chemicals that find their way into our bodies. Taking 
2 capsules of MET TATHIONE supplement dally 
ensures a healthy supply of glutathione to help. 
fush out heavy metals such as mercury and lead, 
аз well as chemical pollutants and other toxins, 
out of the body. 


Floral fruity scent 


кой сн 
MARY KAY PRESENTS 
Bella Belara, а new 
fragrance that stirs up 
feelings of femininity, 
happiness, and confi- 
dence. 

‘The floral fruity scent 
blends apricot and red 
nectarine. The heart of 
the fragrance are dew- 
covered rose petals and 
‘Moroccan jasmine hint- 
ed with a mix of creamy 
blond woods and cool 
moss linger. 

Call 8596211 or vis- 
it wwwmarykay.com. 
ph. 


Е 


Ue tege in i эш: 


Glutathione from “Japan 
(Tanto) ONE 


d 


"mutum 
пена 
= TL. 


www.met.ph 


ча — 


NLESS IT 15 
something essen- 
tial on a daily ba- 


sis such as rice, protein 
salt and cooking oil, I 
would rather not receive 
sweets and snacks this 
Christmas. 

A lot of us are not happy 
about the excess weight and get. 
cranky about it. To get our 
minds off food there is nothing 
like great fragrances, products 
in pretty packaging, and body- 
enhancing potions that make us 
‘want to go out and show off. 

Here are great fragrances for 
him and her in travel sizes: 

D&G Light Blue EDP and 
Pour Homme—The fresh, 
clean, slightly aquatic aroma is 
something perfectly suited for 
our tropical weather. Men's: 75- 
ml EDT with 75-ml deodorant. 
Women's: 50-ml EDP and 200- 
ml shower gel. For the energetic 
sports-minded couple. 

Gucci Pour EDP II and Pour 


| METRO 


Homme П—А sexier variation ^ 
of the Light Blue which still 
smells fresh, but the pepper 
notes make it too grown-up for 
a sporty cologne. I imagine 
them more on young executive 
who go out for lunch at 
hotels and clubs after work 
watch plays to relax. Women's 
30-ml EDP; 50-ml lotion. Меп" 
50-ml EDT; 75-ml deodorant. 
Escada Sunset Heat for 
Ladies and for Men—This is 
for the party-animal sort of cou- 
ple who love beach parties at re- 
sorts and mingling at outdoor 
cafes. It's fruity, fun and flirta- 


a pretty cosmetic pouch. Men's: 
50-ml EDT, 150-ml shower gel 


Gus oity of Atfestisks and Disattesiione 
in made up of stories. 


911 
Kinny Salas 


п, 


and black toiletry bag. 

Those of you who do not 
want too many bottles clutter- 
ing their bathroom counters, 
and who do not want to smell 
too girly or too masculine 
should take a look at ISM (Inno 
Sotto Mondo) fragrances at any 
Essenses branch. They smell 
fresh, clean, and I guarantee 
you at least one of the five vari- 
ants will remind you of some- 
thing good about your child- 
hood. Abraccio to me smells like 
freshly cut limes reminiscent of 
a favorite uncle. Deauville 
smells like Spanish baby 
colognes with a grown-up twist, 
and Huit is like comforting 
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Wheat cereal, with notes of 
vanilla and rice pudding. 


Beauty meets bling 

Now your lip gloss can be 
your best accessory Tip: when it 
runs out, scoop out a favorite 
lipstick shade and spatula оп 
the palette. 

ҮЅїѕ Love collection lip 
palette is encased in a heart- 
shaped solid silver locket pen- 
dant with garnet crystals sprin- 
Кей on. I wear mine all the time 
and women watch in fascina- 
tion as I open up and retouch 
my lipstick. It’s pretty heavy 
though, so be careful not to 
swing it on anybody. 


BEVUTY — 


Lancôme Precious Carat Di- 
amond Splendour—Looks like 
а gigantic diamond solitaire of 
about 30 carats at least with the 
Lancôme rose etched on. It сап 
be strung up as a pendant or a 
bag charm. Из milky-colored 
gloss has multicolored shimmer 
like the opal stone which makes 
lips look fuller. 

Good deals: Brook and Ivy, a 
high-quality local brand compa- 
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rable to the likes of The Body 
Shop and Bath and Body Works, 
will have a sale Dec. 15-31 at 
their Robinsons Galleria 
branch kiosk. Prices range from . 
Р165-Р225. Not a bad deal fots 
Christmas. Tip: Dessert lovers- 
may indulge with their Vanilla: 
‘Vine body line as this is one way 
to get your fill without getting, 
fatter. 


Better body 
То ensure my clothes fit betz 
ter on certain areas, 1 keep my 
supply of Clarins Total Body Lift. 
for stubborn cellulite body gel 
and Avon Cellusculpt. Skin real- 
ly does contract so jeans looser: 
up. 
Other tricks: —Lymphatic 
drainage massage and Moxa- 
Ventoza to get the gasses and ~ 
liquids out that puff up the 
calves, bra line and waist area. 
Downside: frequent bathroom 
visits and gas. i 
Fastest way to lose two t 
more centimeters to fit a slinky, 
dress? Ultra-slim at Philosophy: 
Salon. You have to block ош"; 
three hours off your day, but 
that slinky outfit will surely fit 
with room to spare. That's my 
last appointment for my wed- 
ding day before having my 
makeup done so I can do justice 
to my Inno Sotto gown. Wish 
me luck! 


— 
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D&G Light Blue Pour Homme deo stick and cologne 


‘Yep Relaxed Entertainment 


= 


A Yuletide Carol Extravaganza 


Sit back and relax at the Atrium as the country's best 
musical performers serenade you with Christmas carols! 


UP Vocal Ensemble 
December 17 • брт 


Ateneo High School $+ 
Symphonic Ensemble 
December 18 * 6pm 


i] de NE Philippine Youth 
1$ h.94 1 Ensemble 
D L December 19 * брт 
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UP Singing 2.2 
Ambassadors Е 
December 20 • 6pm E71 % 
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^ The Mandaluyong: 
; Children's Choir 
December 23 « 6pm 


SA'NGELOSS 


The Four Tenors 


An unforgettable classical Christmas 
afternoon with the Angelos 


December 22 - 4pm 


Cily Norih Edsa 
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Save MORE. 


PIXMA 1880, 


Exceptional 
printing quality 
for only Php2, 195, 
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h 9 P with bowler hats also seen scattered 
П е S $ around. 

С a " ‘The clothes exhibited on Thursday will 

) be available for men and women from May. 

P ^ Following similar shows in Tokyo in 

2004, New York in 2005 and Monte Carlo in 

2006, the British capital was chosen for its 

link to the men who influenced Coco 
Chanel's life. 

Among them were Arthur Capel, often 
referred to as "Boy Capel," who gave her 
the funds to open her first store, and the 
Duke of Westminster, the richest man in 


ONDON-—FASHION HOUSE CHANEL a England, with whom she had a relationship 
оп Thursday paid homage to artisans in 1925. AFP 


and craftspeople who make feathers, 
pearls and silk flower accessories by staging 
a fashion show in London, = 

Since 2002, in addition to the regular set Padua Furniture 
of fashion shows, Chanel designer Karl 
Lagerfeld has held an annual show to put NOW ON SALE! 
оп display creations made by artisans and EZ pines on Dec. 30, 2007 
craftspeople, whose businesses have been à 
acquired by Chanel to ensure their survival 
and to pass along their techniques and 
knowledge. 

пап old post-sorting center that is being 
converted to an auction house, some 450 
people, including several celebrities, took 
in a wide variety of dresses, materials and 
colors. 

‘Allof the combinations included twirling | 2 ths кро ие 
feathers, embroideries of pearls, as well аз | 390% discount 
a great deal of silk and ribbons. 30% discount 

As if to hammer home the fact that the 
show was in London, some models carried | VALET PARKING 
handbags emblazoned with the British flag, AVAILABLE 


CHANEL 
by Karl Lagerfeld № 


The Hula Hoop 
was invented 
in the 50's. 
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Introduced in 1951. Е а 


Like the Hula Hoop, Upload your photo at www.raybanrockstargh 
Cream Corn Starch y 4 nen Ray Ban. 


by generations. Moi del Seare! 5 
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WELCOME TO PAMPANGA’S 
SHOPPING MARATHON 


SM Pampanga is now the LONGEST MALL in the country! With its new 4th wing, 
enjoy a 1-kilometer stretch of all the shopping and dining that you want! 
Close to 100 of the BEST BRANDS and shops you desire are finally here. 
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HETOMFORD SPRING 

] 2007 Eyewear collection 

introduces a new range of 

sophisticated styles for men and 

women consisting of 27 frames that 

combine luxurious materials and dramatic 
shapes. 

The collection focuses on classically in- 
spired angular shapes as well as exaggerat- 
ed aviator styles with unusual lines and 
sensual curves that are designed to wrap 
the face in an organic way. 

Each frame employs a unique combina- 
tion of form, texture and color to create a 
dramatic illusion of weight that feels sub- 
stantial without sacrificing comfort for the 
wearer 

For women, styles such as the Elizabeth, 
Serena, Fiona and Isabella feature ampli- 
fied lenses surrounded by dramatically 
rounded frames. The Margaux and Savan- 
nah have been created by sculpting thin 
metal rims around oversized gradient lens- 
es for a stunning effect on the face. The 
Anouk offers sharper lines and angles for a 
slightly ’50s-inspired frame. 

For men, the Brad and Eric frames offer 
aviator shapes with an innovative double 


Informing and inspiring 


bridge that conveys a strong, confident 
Jook. Additional variations on the aviator 
theme include the John, Charles, Shelby, 
and Aiden frames with subtly elegant de- 
tails. 

Using the highest quality plastics, metals 
and leathers, the Tom Ford Eyewear collec- 
tion focuses on meticulous craftsmanship 
and attention to detail. Rich acetates and 
metals receive exclusive treatments, in- 
cluding chromatic finishes to produce 
beautiful frames of the highest quality. 

Colors range from the more traditional 
high gloss black acetate and shades of 
warm brown Havana, to more unexpected 
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SHELBY 


tones of citrine, green and Bordeaux. Solid 
and gradient-colored lenses vary in shades 
of smoke, brown, blue, and green. The gra- 
dient tints intensify from light to dark, 
adding a seductive element to the eyes of 
the wearer. 

Each pair of glasses in the Tom Ford Eye- 
wear collection features refined signature 
details including a discreet metal plaque 
embossed with the signature logo, or the 
restrained placement of the designers ini- 
tial in metal T's that wrap from the front of 
the frames around the temples. 

The Tom Ford Eyewear collection is 
handmade in Italy by Marcolin. 


Filipino readers for more than two decades through balanced news and fearless views, the 


Philippine Daily Inquirer has undoubtedly become the countrys number 1 newspaper. Our hearttel thanks for 


making the Inquirer a part of your dally reading habit. 


As we celebrate our 22" anniversary, Inquirer grants 22 loyal readers their wishes - from an exciting wish like 
meeting your local idol to a romantic one like celebrating your 25* wedding anniversary in a beach resort. Let us 


know what you really want. In 300 words or less, fell us: 


1) How long have you been reading the Philippine Daily Inquirer? 
2) What do you like most about the Inquirer, and we dare ask, what do you like least? 


3) What is your number 1 wish that Inquirer can grant you, and why? 
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MMEF, interrupted 


... well, almost—it’s an 
annual jam in post-prod 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


NOW, IT CAN BE TOLD. 

Last week, Inquirer Entertainment re- 
ceived news that the Metro Manila Film 
Festival entry “Кагаз ng Saudi" had encoun- 
tered processing problems in the post-pro- 
duction house RoadRunner. 

Director Jose Javier Reyes said there 
were a lot of scratches on his movie's nega- 
tive. “Its disturbing,” he told the Inquirer in 
a phone interview. “Almost all of my films 
[since “Pare Ko” in 1995] had been done in 
RoadRunner; this never happened before.” 

ManetDayrit, RoadRunner managing di- 
rector, confirmed the damage on “Katas.” 

“But we solved the problem by rewash- 
ing the negative,” she told the INQUIRER in а 
phone interview. "We're very apologetic.” 

She said there are problems “every year” 
because of the increased number of films 
that the firm has to work on for the yearend 
festival. 

"But everything is fine now; Ката is now 
їп the printing stage,” she said. “The other 
[festival] movies are still in post-prod.” 


JOEY Reyes MANET Dayrit 
Printing for 6.5 of the MMFF movies are 
being done at Opticolors; the other 2.5 at 
SQ lab. 
Dayrit acknowledged that RoadRunners 
current work schedule is "very tight" at 24-7. 


Crucial issue 

Reyes pointed out that he had precisely 
submitted "Katas" "way ahead of schedule. 
so it wouldn't get stuck in the bottleneck.” 

But he agreed that Dayrit’s company had 
rectified the situation. “П guess] the nega- 
tive was substantially restored, because the 
Cinema Evaluation Board gave Кагаз an A 
grade.” 

MMEFIMS 
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Green Santas 


Little Santa Claus trainees wear green 
suits as they learn how to work for Planet 
Earth from Green Santa, at the Kidzania 
career theme park in Tokyo on 
Wednesday. This Santa from Denmark is 
in Japan as an ecology goodwill 


ambassador until Chri 


BioFresh 


ANTIMICROBIAL SOCKS 


Young stars 
to the rescue 


By Ma. Cecilia Rodriguez 
Inquirer Mindanao 


CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—A WHITE- 
water rafting race featuring celebrities 
almost turned into a tragedy on Tues- 
day when at least 100 spectators, most 
of them high school students, were 
hurled into the raging Cagayan de Oro 
River after the hanging bridge they 
were standing on suddenly snapped. 
The accident happened ‘at around 
11:30 am, in Mambuaya village during 
the first leg of the P1-million outdoor ad- 
venture competition sponsored by the De- 
velopment Bank of the Philippines. 
Racers, including celebrities Brad Tur- 
vey and Alyssa Alano, helped in rescuing 
the victims 
All those who fell were safely rescued. 
A Mambuaya High School student earlier 
reported missing was already accounted 
for, according to barangay officials. 
‘According to Rupert Domingo of the 
Cagayan de Oro White-Water Rafting Ad- 
‘venture, one of the events organizers, the 
spectators crowded the hanging bridge to 
get a good look at the celebrities who 
Joined the boat race. 
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It's that time of year again where everyone can strengthen connections and build relationships—thanks 
to Sun Cellular, calls and texts this Christmas become easier and faster, So get a Sun Group Plan 999, 


get more lines and stay connected with your loved ones! No matter where you are, feeling the Christmas 
spirit Is just a call and text away. 


Have a Merry Christmas with Sun Cellular! Hurry to The Sun Shop and apply now! 


? LINES 


+ Only one person needs to subscribe to get ай the lines."*** 
+ Choose any three from these handsets: Nokia 2628, 
Samsung X510, Motorola W218, Sony Ericsson K320. 


* For local Sun-o-Sun calls and texts oniy. 
+ When onrolld in 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited, 

*** Sun IDD 10 offers 10 per minute IDD rata to tho 
US, China, Hong Kong, Салаба, Singapore, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Brunel, Guam, end Macau, 
Col the Sun Hotine for more nto 
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Your life as a movie 
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SHARE AMOVIEWITHALOVEDONE! BIG MOVE SHOWS - BIG EVENTS 


Watch hà opic batte of legendary hardes 
Tike it has never bean seen bol 
in the newest breakthrough in Philippine cinema 


~ IN DIGITAL 3D 


nce CLARITY in slo and sound 
ratches or ghosting) 


Guaranteed PERFECTION in projection 
Teven after several runs) 


Full IMMERSE action with polarized 3D glas 
(what you can bring home after the movie) 


NOW SHOWING AT 
THE BLOCK CINEMA 1, SM CITY NORTH EDSA 
The one, only, and true digital cinema 
the country today 


TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE 
P 300 (Reserved Seats) 


Screening Schedule: 
12:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., :00 p.m. 
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No debate... 


From page M4 
Isaw a woman on TV who said she likes 
Obama but she's afraid that if he wins, he 
might die tragically, like Martin Luther King. 


Eastwood: С City 
brings yet: д 


Do you hear this often from other people? 

No, because I feel the time is now. Because of 
people like Dr. Martin Luther King and his 
legacy and so many other people who paved 
the way, we're able to have this moment now 
for Barack Obama. You can't move forward in 
life if youre thinking about all the negative 
things that could happen. 


What is it about Obama that appealed to 
you? 

The great thing about Barack, and he has 
said this too, is that its time, not only to change. 
the players [but] to change the game and Г 
think thats what so many people are hopeful 
and optimistic about. I ike his new ideas. I am 
tired of the way that politics is as usual on both 
sides of the aisle. 


How do you control your anger? 

"To have a spiritual root—knowing who you 
are, the essence of who you are so you do not 
allow the world and the words of the world, 
thoughts and perception to define who you 
are—thats how 1 сапу myself. I know who I 
am, regardless of what is written or said, or 
names that Lam called by eritics and so on. Tam 
rooted in my own spirituality, my sense of self 
and knowing that I can't be defined by the out- 
side. 


If you had only one more day to live, what 
would you do? 

1 think about that every day. T have thought 
about it every day since 9/11. Every moming, 
when Tm putting on my shoes or doing the 
simplest thing, 1 think about the folks of 9/11 
who did the same thing. They got dressed, 
brushed their teeth, showered and did all the 
ordinary things that we all do. None of them 
came home and so thats part of my medita- 
tion: to think about that every day I think, is 
this the way Td like to spend my last day? 

Before getting on a plane— just came from. 
Africa to be here with you all today— thought, 
this is how I chose to spend my time today. IF 
this were my last day, I chose to spend it with 
you. I made that choice to talk about this film 
and what it can represent not just for Holly- 
wood but for this country It was very important 
to me so that’s how 1 
chose to spend my 
day. 


Email the colum- 
nist аг  гупера- 
les_5585@yahoo.com 
and read his blog, “The 
Nepales Report,” on 
wwwinquirerblog- 
gers.net/nepalesre- 
port. 


ММЕЕ... 


From page MI 


In any case, Reyes 
asserted, what hap- 
pened to “Katas” 
had brought to light 
a crucial industry is- 
sue. 

He explained: 
"There's a traffic jam 
every time MMFF 
comes around be- 
Cause most movie 
companies are depen- 
dent on RoadRunner 
for post-production. 
‘There are limited op- 
tions. No other post- 
production house in 
the Quezon City area 
offers RoadRunners 
Onestop shop ser- 


Thus, the “Katas” 
fiasco was a wake-up 
Call Reyes said. “It 
could've delayed the 
whole festival, since 
the entries come in for 
processing at about 
the same time.” 

He stressed an ur- 
gent need for more 
post-prod companies. 

“Competition i 
would inspire present £ 
post-production 
houses to upgrade not 
only their facilities bur 
also the skills of their 
personnel,” he said. 

Оп the other hand, 
“Who would invest in 
a multimillion pro- 
duction house if 
movie-making is not 
financially feasible?” 

He recounted a 
time when RoadRun- 
ner was “as busy as 
Tutuban Май” 

‘The movie industry 
needs "genuine gov- 
ernment support,” he 
stressed. “We need 
Concrete, long-term 
programs—not just 
awards and cash 
prizes.” 
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“IN THE TRADITION OF THE LORD OF THE RINGS AND HARRY POTTER, 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS TAKES ITS PLACE AMONGST 
THE GREAT FANTASY FILMS OF ALL TIME.” 


- Ben Lyons/ E! 


Directed by 
Baby Barredo & Robbie Guevara 


November 9 - December 16, 2007 


Onstage, 2nd Flr., Greenbelt 1, Makati City 
For inquiries call 8870710 | 8919999 
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LOS ANGELES—IN A VOICE FAMILIAR TO 
millions of TV viewers around the world, a 
suit-clad Oprah Winfrey teased Denzel 
Washington about his T-shirt, shorts and 
sneakers: “Iwas trying to figure out what to 
‘wear [to this press con] and you are wear- 
ing... shorts?" 

Denzel who directs and 
stars in "The Great Debaters" 
that Oprah's Harpo Films pro- 
duced, laughed and repeated 
the excuse he gave us earlier: 
He was running very late for 
the interview and didn't have 
time to change. 

As planned, we had Denzel first 
and, later, Oprah joined the ses- 
sion. The hugely popular TV talk 
show host preferred to be inter- 
viewed with her film’s star 
around, just as she did when we 
talked to her and Halle Berry 
about their TV movie, “Their Eyes 
Were Watching God,” in 2005. 

Oprah came from “halfway around the 
world,” South Africa (where she attended crisis 
meetings over sexual abuse allegations in the 
girls school she opened this year), to talk about 
"The Great Debaters.” This second directing 
job for Denzel isa fictional story inspired by the 
life of Melvin B. Tolson (played by the actor) 
"who inspired and coached students from a 
small African-American college in the early 
1930s into a pioneering award-winning team. 
Forest Whitaker also stars, with a batch of 
fresh faces. 

In this column, we feature quotes from 
Oprah; tomorrow, well print more comments 
from her, plus some of her easy banter with 
Denzel. With her chat show hosting experi- 
ence, Oprah is eloquent, of course. One tends 
to relax in her presence; the comforting voice is 
her biggest plus. 

‘After the press con, she left town to cam- 
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paign for Democratic presidential hopeful 
Barack Obama. 


When you act with the best of intentions 
and it tums into a problem, just like what 
happened at your school, how do you cope? 

T always stop and get myself real- 
ly stil. I ask, “What am I supposed 
to get from this? Task why isit hap- 
pening to me but not in a rhetorical 
sense like, "Why me or why does it 
have to happen to me?" but, “Why 
am Inow placed in this position?” 

"What can 1 learn from this, so 
that I never have to repeat whatev- 
er it is? It is a huge responsibility 
ooking after other peoples chil- 
dren. It is no small thing. Itis not a 
pet project. за full-time job and so 
"what I recognize is that | chose 
some ofthe wrong people to be in a 
leadership role. Now that I know 
better, I will do better and choose 
people differently. 


‘What was your defining moment this year? 

The defining moment for me obviously was 
opening the school. I haven't had a lot of time 
to reflect because Ihave been in crisis manage- 
ment. Also a defining moment was being able 
to give those girls an opportunity that I know 
would change them for the rest of their lives. I 
just put the last girl on the bus. The giris are off 
‘on their summer break. I stil feel, in spite of 
the obstacles of this year, that it was a fantastic 
year Im looking at the bigger picture of the op- 
portunities that will be provided in the long 
run, not just the problems or the crisis that we 
‘were in for the moment. Lam still very proud of 
the fact that I did it. 1 know there's a lot more 
work to be done. I take very seriously being 
able to take care of other people's children, so 
opening the school was a great moment for 
me. 
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‘You had the script for a long time, so what. 
was your reaction when you saw this movie 
for the first time? 

The film far exceeded my expectations. The 
script was presented to me about 10 years ago 
and, obviously I read it several times over the 
years. About five years ago, we brought the 
script to the Weinstein Company and waited 
for the right moment because all great things 
take their own time. I envisioned the story and 
the theme as hopeful and optimistic. 1 had no 
idea that Denzel would take the words on that 
script and tum them into something so pro- 
found and inspirational. I was pretty over- 
whelmed. 

When I saw the film for the first time, Iwas 
sitting about two feet behind Denzel. Iwas try- 
ing to cry so quietly so that he wouldn't hear 
me and I wouldn't go into what I call the ugly 
ау (laughter). 1 was crying and trying not to 
make a lot of noise. Iwas moved. 


This movie is about a college debating team. 
Who would you like to debate with or would 
you like to see debating on your show? 

Alot of attention is given to people like Den- 
zeland movie stars who come on the show but 
the thing that really made my show successful 
for 22 seasons and counting is that we take the 
lives of ordinary people and tell their triumphs, 
defeats, sadness, joys and so forth. May I just 
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say that you've stumped me because there isn't 
anybody that I can think of that I want to de- 
bate nor, at chis point, anybody that I would say 
1 must interview: Every story that gets told is a 
story Tm interested in hearing so I don't have a 
must interview person. 


Not Obama or anyone like him? 

Т don't have to interview Obama, I'm cam- 
paigning with him in two days so thats pretty 
good (laughter). 


Were you on the debate team in school? And 
did you have a teacher who inspired you to 
succeed? 

T was a debater in high school. My mentor 
was my fourth-grade teacher, Mrs, Duncan, 
who was just at the show. She is still wearing 
her hair in the same ball she had it in the 
fourth-grade class. The reason that T was so in- 
spired by her is that she made me love leaming. 
She did the thing that great teachers do. They 
don't just teach their dass, they touch a spark, 
hit a nerve within the student that makes her 
feel like her brain just opened up and that the. 
possibility for learning is endless. That was 
what happened to mein fourth grade—it made. 
me want to be the best or made me want to 
strive to be the best. I learned that people ap- 
preciate excellence. 


NO DEBATE M3 


F Taylor Hicks in RP 


AYALA MALLS IS BRINGING IN TAYLOr 
Hicks, 2006 ‘American Idol," for a series 
of concerts: Dec. 18, 7 p.m. at the Glori- 

ес. 19, 8 p.m. at the Green- 
belt 3 Park; and Dec. 20, 7 p.m. at the 
| TriNoma Activity Center. Initially de. 
scribed as the least likely “Idol” with his 
salt-and-pepper hair and raspy voice, 
Hicks broke stereotypes and exceeded 
expectations by winning. 


Gua 
“AMERICAN Idol” 
2006 


© жа 


FROM THE PRODUCERS 


OF THE SAW FRANCHISE 


SAMON — ALECIA MOORE 


TACOMBS S 


эжен cr PRG EXISTS A WORLD OF DARKNESS 


pro. 


"ow 


DEATHPROOF 
130 208 


CINEMAS 


THE KINGDOM 
Thott ove оо 


MEN ADE 


есь fot ol 
THE GOLDEN 


COMPASS 
115.200.440 


ELIZABETH 
11.15, 210. 5:00] 


TNE IC TENG ПА АЯ TO CHANGE WRON OL NOTCE OR ONENA WE, CAL: 722 RU 
вовввавововововововов 


Jollibee. 


воры 


109098 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2007 


ELT INE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Emmie б. Velarde 


‘sms feedback: inquirer ent name/age/city/mossage to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or email us at entertainment@inquirercom.ph 


Whatever 


JE mere 
geauuital 


Oi Oft 
PESE 


7; 05. ише par оше ВЫ КУО 
ЕНДИ meuf premim Дош, creamy тїй, und fresh buiten 
with the right ати oJ wecttsss tht ihs- *h 


The Now Poloaran к available in Pinipig, Butterand Cashew! 


wil ne, 


YASMIEN KURDI 

IHAVE TWO SHIH TZUS: CHI- 
to and Charming. I named Chi- 
to“after the lead singer of 
Parokya ni Edgar, Chito Miran- 
da. It's because I love the 
barids Parokya and Kamikazee, 
and they are my neighbors. 
Once, I was calling Chito the 
dog and Chito the rocker, who 
was passing by, looked at me. I 
had to explain to him that I 
was calling my pet. 1 got Chito 


STARS 
For 
OTHERS 


CRYING CHAIR 
Sharon Stone wipes 
her tears while 
giving speech 
during the Cinema 
Against AIDS event 
in Dubai on Monday. 
Proceeds of the gala 
dinner and auction 
will go to amfAR, 
foundation for Aids. 
research headed by 


the pet from Direk Louie Igna- 
cio's friend. I named Charming 
after my character in the old 
soap opera “Bakekang.” I saw 
her in a Tiendesitas pet store 
and noticed that she moves 
like Betty Boop, very flirty. 
They give me love and care. 
Even {ЇЇ get home early the fol- 
lowing morning, they wait up, 
happy and excited to see me. 


Bayani San Diego Jr. 
PHOTO BY AUGUST DELA CRUZ 


RUFA MAE QUINTO 


MY FRIEND JAE ELLERIA 
did my holiday decor at 
home this year. With my 
modest budget, — Jae 
achieved the color combi- 
nation and style that I 
wanted. I told him that the orna- 
ments should blend well with the 
interior design. The tree, which I 
bought four years ago, stands in a 
corner in the dining area, but I can 
also see it from the sofa in the liv- 
ing room. Christmas is my favorite 
time of year. I get so excited every 
time I look at the tree and lights. I 
have an entry in the Metro Manila 
Film Festival, “Desperadas,” so ГЇ 
spend Christmas Eve riding a float 
in the annual parade. But ГИ make 
sure to spend Christmas Day with 
my family. 
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“Yuletide Symphony” 
Philippine P harmonie 


NOVEMBER 30 

“In Excolsis® 
| УР Madrigal Singers. 
| Grand Atrium, 6:30 pr 


DECEMBER 2 
"A Christmas Bouquet” 
Effie Nahas Dancenter 
Grand Atrium, 5:00 pm. 
DECEMBER 7 
"Sing a Christmas Carol" 
Poveda Children's Choir 
Grand Atrium, 8:00 pm Grand Atrium, 6:00 pm ТА Christm Ateneo Bays Choir 
ө Mandaluyong rand Atrium, 6:00 pm 
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Jesuit Communication 
Foundation, Ino. 
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"А Christmas Journey” 
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DECEMBER 15 
“Hoavenly Harmonies” 
Ateneo Boys Cholr 


i BLUEKISS S by Imag go 


ATS IN HER KISS by itchywoims SEALED WITHA KISS by Tent 
мү! THISKISS by Colo Aed KISSONMYUST by 
KISSINGA FOOL by Tue Fath) DONTTAUK, JUST ISS: 


o asses Se " cad ye KS 


Е 
Кол, ессе cs Shangri-La Plaza’ 


eas 


M M TA 


METRO MANILA 
THEATERS ASSOCIATION, 


Pason 3890/8004 


тиекивоон 
1 песо commas 
B 


YünnoernruGouocn oe. nooo or HORROR 


‘own THEGDLDEN compass 
Center Mall Cinema 


semaemeTiegonenaoE [ee one uat ty ene 


Й 
аевноннтеотнекисоо | 2 rye coven comens 


NE Jade Cinema 
пен cy ans TD 


€—— 
ii В onera 
[v4 ies menoon 


SO, ‹ Theo cus 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart Mali 
пе | Cente Plaza Cinema 
де йы | аши, биат) fee PT 


i owu 
Ч |} тешне 
serre тиесин 
3 побои 


4 E 


trova 


тоне моа 


3 TWecoLoeNcoMPrss 


eam THEGOLDENT COMPASS 


meu" p 


Vitionoust:ocrruentor. 


ooo oF HonAOR 
виз 

‘THE GOLOEN conss 
тнекисоои. 


ove Therese eso 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(ein она 


n anoss op mout 
Jee i 


GO THEATRES | Jo» THE GOLDENT COMPASS 


a fost | Cms 2000 Pavian Mal 
24 тшшен a фит 


x итин 
P 
ели 


«р, ОКСА. 


$9" CINEMAGIC 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
[ner 
Же тшшн |} босана 


"ELE LL 


on) 16 104513821729 
g ensuca tions ron aes 


n e наа 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
[o 
gown 


d 


льет А 
fim  noooornonnon 
Лан mecoLoen conpass 


3éiunonpust: ОЕАТН PROOF 
du Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
ыы ENCHANTED (Gapan tel. (044) 4867736 


Soan 


о |y mesonen course 
[^ 


sema: ue СОН AGE 
p 
[I патио Пала Cinema 
ФАШ oue none ciance арка 


1 animis 
Id] зит NE mone Cic 


Manis Cinema 
ony ti mima wein 
a ооо 

mo 

1mm — woooorionmon |4 Lo 
lan ames 
3 comme counen compass 
m" anis Movicity 
perl 

Yon оон 


| SUPER CINERAMA К mum 


[Er LOT GRUNT 
lam RESERVED. 
Tem 

пасмо 

eo. coms 
оогоо 


Fiesta World Mall 


ттүү 
небо coupnss 
л 
noooevman-2 


etie 


эзиз} 
1 p 
2 Woworvomon 
3 tuto 
4 RESERVED 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES | PRICES SUBJECT) 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR НОТ 


осоо өе + 


Berma Cinema 
(Qa) їнї жїнїн 


musto. 


rm 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 


PERI 
IN THE YEAR'S iS PROVOCATIVE EMO 


'ONE OF THE BEST 
—-FILM 


A PITCH-PERFECT CRIME THRILLER" 
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АМҮ RYAN DESERVES AN OSCAR" 
NOMINATION. ont oF THe Best Pias oF THE YEAR: 


и 
T $ SMART. A TIGHTLY WOUND THRILLER 
THAT KEEPS YOU GUESSING: 


Satna 


he ЖЖ he CASEY AFFLECK RUNS 
WITH HIS BREAKTHROUGH ROLE: 


Los Angeles Times. 


АМҮ RYAN GIVES A VIBRANT. 
KNOCKOUT PERFORMANCE: 
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ARNELL IGNACIO 


1 RECOMMEND “401 

Killer Marketing 

Tactics: To Tn- 

crease — Sales, 

Maximize Profits 

and Stomp Your 

Competition" by 

Tom Fel- 

tenstein. We 

need to read 

books Шке 

these — before 

we go into any 

business ven- 

ture—whether 

big or small 

It really pays 

to ЁШ your 

mind — with 

tried-and-test- 

ed formulas 

that have 

worked for other 

people in the past. These 

tips are free and once you absorb 
them, nobody can take that knowl- 
edge away from you. We should al- 
ways be open to learning. Informa- 
tion is power. Unfortunately, some 
people mistake being well-read 


with being arrogant. It saddens 
and worries me that people don't 


readasmuchasbefore. Bayani 
San Diego Jr. 
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DEATH IS THE FINAL DESTINATION 
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Based on the Hugo Award 
а Nebula Award-winning 
short story by renowned sci-fi 
luminary David Gerrold. 


“amanda 
peet 
and 
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MICHAEL SANDEJAS (Director, “Tulad ng Dati”) 


“WARRIORS OF GOD: Richard the Lionheart and Saladin in the Third Crusade" 
isa vivid account of the third crusade to free the city of Jerusalem. It also follows 
the parallel lives of King Richard the Lionheart and Saladin, the Kurdish Sultan 
and the bloody yet honorable war they waged against each other. 

Here I found the basis for the film "Kingdom of Heaven" and realized how 
Hollywood took too much cinematic license yet fell short of the real drama. 

The book at times seems fantastic, creating doubt about its historical accuracy 
despite a list of references. But this challenged me to read more about these 
events and their relevance to our times. Marinel R. Cruz 
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The Perfect Giftcard for the Holiday Season! 
Its a gift your family and friends will surely appreciate. 

|| Enjoy 10% discount on the E-see club membership fee. 
Limited offer from Nov. 30, 2007 - Jan. 15, 2008 only. 
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“THe богрем Compass” 


HOLDS THE #1 SPOT 
WORLDWIDE! 


New Line's pricey 
$180M  fanlasy еріс 
"The Golden Compass" 
opened at #1 at the U.S. 
Box-office from 3,528 
theaters. 


The overseas box-office 
was spectacular. "Com- 

Д pass" grossed $55 mil- 
lion from 25 interna- 

q tional territories in its 
day-and-date release. 


| The international box-office was twice thal of the 
| U.S. box-office. With the UK debut of $1.9 million, 
| out-grossing The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe's opening day in 2005, The 
| Golden Compass ranked #1 in seven territories: 
| U.K.. Spain, France, Finland, Norway, Thailand and, 


| the Philippines. 
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Urban Beats featuring Taken By Cars and Mojotly “ait 4 
November 30; бри Glorietta 4 Park 


Bossa Christmas with Guarana and The Company 
November 30; 8pm; Greenbelt 3 Park 


2E ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE 


Christmas Cantata Series Featuring Parish of St. James The Great 


December 1; 6pm; Town Plaza 
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FREE Christmas Gift Bag for every P500 worth of purchase. 


See leaflets for details. Per DTI-Cebu Permit No. 584, Series of 2007 


December 1 to 31 


4 СОМЕ BABY GONE 
— 
EE ON. 


MARKET! MARKET! 


"AYALA CENTER | 
x 7218 


CATACOMB 


HOME SALE 
November 16 to December 2; 3rd Level, Home Market! 


“RepsriOIY Philippines presents FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
(ober 9 - December 16, 2007 
pls. call 887-0710 
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6:00 PM - Glorietta Activity Center 
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SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL: The Cat in the Hat Live Show 


Rhythm Academy: Sam Concepcion with the Augustinian Larks 
December 9; 6pm; Activity Center 
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How this 
season plays 
out for the 
singer: family, 
music, friends 
and the self 
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CHRISTMAS decor add color to his 
otherwise two-toned home. 


malism works for Nyoy 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
= Photos by! 


S INGER NYOY VOLANTE 


Guiao Punzalan 


admits that preoccupation 

with his new condomini- 
um unit in Parañaque City 
helped him cope with the pain 
of his breakup with girlfriend 

Nina. 

Nyoy and Nina announced their 
separation in June, but kept details of 
the breakup private. 

"We're okay; we're on speaking terms, 
though we hardly see each other now,” Ny- 
oy told Living Stars last week during a visit 
tohis two-bedroom condo. “The split-up 
wasn't easy for me. Good thing I was busy 
working on the construction and furnish- 
ing of the house." 


Designer mom 

From an apartment near his parents’ 
house—also in Parafiaque City—Nyoy 
moved in to this unit in April. He said Nina 
accompanied him on house-hunting trips 
earlier, but that she never got to see his 
new home. There are no pictures of Nina 
on any of the counter tops or shelves. 

Nyoy said his parents and siblings 
helped him “move on,” and then “move in” 
to the new crib. 

Mom Evangeline, an interior designer, is 
responsible for the minimalist look. “[No- 
tice that] the walls of this unit are bare. 
There are no moldings, no architrays. Puro 
comers pa," she explained. "The key to 
good arrangement is furniture that fit per- 
fectly—not too small and not too big. E 
erything here is custom-made—sofa, din- 


ASIDE from guitars, Nyoy also collects DVD 
copies of his favorite TV series, “Friends.” 


white and brown. The only reason you're 
seeing other colors here now is because it's 
Christmas time.” 


Big favorite 

Nyoy said the Christmas ornaments were 
brought in from the nearby Volante home. 
He simply picked a few pieces that he liked 
from his mom's collection. The gift-bearing 
Santa Claus that sits in a corner of the liv- 
ing area is a big favorite. 

His incredibly compact work area fea- 
tures a keyboard, personal computer, 
recording equipment, microphone, spe: 
ers, mixers and synthesizers. 

"Here is where do everything that's re- 
lated to music. I record, arrange, invite oth- 
er musicians over. I did a lot of my commer- 
cial jingles here,” said the singer, a regular 
performer at the Bagaberde Grill and 
Restaurant branches in Pasay and Pasig. 


Neat freak 

A self-confessed neat freak, Nyoy makes 
sure his clothes are arranged according to 
colorand style. He has a thing for exposed 
wires, so he personally does ail the drilling 
and wiring. He also can't leave his room 
without making up the bed. “I do this be- 


cause Ihave a clear picture of how my 
house should look," Nyoy explained. 

While her son was busy with our photog- 
rapher, Evangeline told Living Stars that if 
she had her way, she'd have more color on 
the walls and give the bathroom more 
character. “But could do only so much. 1 
just made sure that all his instructions were 
followed,” she said. 

From his bedroom door, Nyoy asked: 
“Ma, are the flowers in here really neces- 
sary?" 

“See?” Evengeline said, rolling her eyes. 


GOOFING around with sister Nyay, left, and 
mom Evangeline. 


aeter 


ing table and cabinets.” 
APIECE from his 

тот? Christmas 
collection, 


CDs of Nyoy'sfavorite artists are Santa's gift 
2 colors max to the singer this year. 
Color coordination is also important, 


added Nyoy's mom. "We agreed to use just 
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[THE WORK areais incredibly 
| compact. The shelves contain not 
7 only books, but also his collection of 
board games and DVDs. 


disturbs me when Fm in 
/" the singer says. 
dicia ie ke een 
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for sure all of us will be going to a 

Christmas party or two in the com- 
ing days. And chances are, many of us- 
especially the men-will drink, have fun 
and drive home afterwards. What hap- 
pens next is the big question 


IE 10 days before Christmas and 


Will you have an accident because you 
drank too much? 

‘Some 31 years ago, the Department of Trans- 
portation of the United States began а cam. 
paign-called “Think Before You Drink Before 
You Drive". It was an annual thing that involved 
television and poster warnings of the dangers of 
drunicdriving. Its styles may have changed over 
time, as have the number of deaths caused by 
this seasonal phenomenon. But some things 
have stayed the same. 
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Other awards received by the Volvo C30 are: 


2 PRICE STARTS AT 
* Luxury Subcompact of the Year z 
< Concept One Sexiest Car of the Year R PHP 1, 688, 888.00 


‘comfort zone to bring you а car that rocks - literally. шө the intoxicating mix of style and spirit that is the new Volyo C30 Sports Coupé. 


V6 styling is accentuated by a sloping roofline and a smooth glass taligate, while spirited performance is secured by Volvo's legendary safety and 
ns, It's every bit as finished, sale, and comfortable as its targer stablemates, j 


VOLVO MAKATI VOLVO CEBU 
2272 CHINO ROCES AVENUE (FORMERLY AS. FORTUNA ST, BANILAD 
PASONG TAMO EXT), MAKATI CITY MANDAUE CITY 6014 CEBU 
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? Making Motoring Fun nt 
sur Ў Тор 10 motoring traps in Metro Manila 


s ByGusLagman " ^^ 
ЗЕ за 
TRAFFIC SIGNS ARE DESIGNED TO 
guide ayptowsts vand- ensure the 
smooth d SE uehices on the road. 
In Metro Manila, however, some signs 
have become so confusing or ill 
placed that one would think that they 
‘are meant to be “trap-fic” signs placed 
by corrupt policemen to trap unsus- 
pecting motorists. 

1 have listed here 10 areas where 
such signs exist. I did not make this 
list; 1 got them from friends who want 
to warn motorists about unscrupu- 


‘rom page О! 

Апа while the posters and TV 
‘Aavertisements might not be as 
"iiemorable, it seems as many аз 
330,000 Americans could be ex- 
“tremely thankful for them. That 
15 the number of fatalities esti- 
mated to have been avoided 
«ver the years, thanks in large 

spart to the campaign. 


‘Varied tactics 

“ "In trying to bring drunk-driv- 
ing deaths down over the 
jears, the US DOT deployed а 
variety of tactics. In the early 
days, drunicdriving was not 
seen as quite the anti-social ac- 
vit itis today. 

"The early campaigns used soft 
ЖП to address this. 1976's ad- 
vertisement showed, to a sound- 

grec of ‘Roll Out The Barrel”, а 


BE 


woman being carried into an 
ambulance on а stretcher. 

Perhaps it says something 
about the times, but the trend in 
the early '80s was quite clearly 
to appeal to self-interest. “Don't 
drink and drive because here's 
how it will affect you,” the ads 
said. “You will lose your driving 
license, you will have to beg 
your relatives for a lift, you will 
have to wait for two hours for a 
cab? 

Tt even went for the holy 
grail of the '80s-the pocket. 
"Your car insurance would dou- 
ble with a drunk-driving con- 
viction,” the ads said, including 
ihe memorable line from а 
drunk-driver seeking a new 
policy: “But that's more than I 
paid for the cart" 


Jous cops who compete with carolers 
for money during Christmas season. 

Beware of these traps. I have to say, 
though, that it's been some time since 
І received this list so there may al- 
ready'be some changes. I just hope 
they're all for the better. Here they 
аге" 

1. Quirino Avenue in Plaza Dilao, 
Paco, Manila. Moving east, a lot of 
motorists, including the one who e- 
mailed this to me, notice a solid white 
line separating the left-turning vehi- 
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But by the °90s, the hard sell 
competed for public attention. 
documentary soap operas 
and gory hospital dramas like 
ER, and media doing their best 
at every turn to shock, the cam- 
paigns pulled no punches. So a 
curly-haired little girl overhears 
her mother ask her father: 
"How am I supposed to explain 
you killed a little boy?" 

In another 


cles from those going straight. There's 
usually heavy traffic in the area and 
chances are you will be following 
dozens of cars. Unless you're familiar 
with the place, you would not notice 
that the broken white line is not bro- 
ken anymore and once you cross ei- 
ther to the left or the right, the police 
up ahead will catch you for swerving. 

2. Shaw Boulevard in front of Jose 
Rizal College. Pass by this place in the 
morning and you'll notice that it’s 
hard to see the stoplight if you are 


friends and his m« 


Niere sna his oo 
advertisement, 


shown in 1992, the camera sim- 


ply looked down on a road acci- 
dent victim almost as if in an 
out-of body experience whil 
paramedics tried unsuccessfully 
torevive her 

And then there was David, 
being fed liquid food spoonful 
by spoonful by his mother, 
while the soundtrack is of his 


friends encouraging him to 
have another pint. “Come on 
Dave, just one more,” both his 


By 1998, the campaign fully 
embraced reality TV. showing 


Great night out 
12 month hangover 


‘Te етт home contin 


coming from Kalentong towards Ed- 
sa. Many drivers have been appre- 
hended here for unintentionally beat- 
ing the red light. 

3. Quirino Avenue corner Osmefia 
Highway. If you are going west to- 
wards Roxas Boulevard, always use 
the middle and outermost lanes-or be 
prepared to be charged for swerving, 

4. Bambang street corner Rizal Av- 
enue in Manila. This is a one-way 
street but the sign is too small or posi- 
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other say. 


another accident 


Local efforts 


то BOTH. 


pictures purporting to be from 
an accident that happened to- 
day. “We'll show you-details of 
tomorrow. 
Make sure it’s not you,” 


YOU GANT HOLD ON 
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Unless you're familiar with 
the place, you would not 
notice that the broken 
white line is not broken 
anymore and once you 
cross either to the left or 
the right, the police up 
ahead will catch you for 
swerving 


In the Philippines, the gov- 
ernment has not done anything 
substantial to prevent drunk- 
driving. 

Recently though, Senate 
President Manuel Villar filed 
proposed measures that would 
increase the penalty for mo- 
torists caught driving under 
the influence of alcohol or 
drugs. 

Villar explained that existing 
laws on car accidents involving 
drunk drivers are lenient, treat- 
ing such accidents as caused by 
reckless imprudence and not by 
deliberate act. A law must be in 
place to provide stricter penal- 
ties for accidents caused by 
drunk drivers, he said. 

“We want to minimize acci- 


itsays. 
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Give peace of mind | 
as your gift this Christmas 


What gift can P500 buy these days? 
If you really care for your loved 
one, you might want to spend your 
money on something that can be 
used 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week-for the entire year! 
We're referring to an AAP mem- 


Aside from AAP's 
popular and reliable 
emergency roadside 
‘assistance program, 


UNE 


an Associate Member 
is presented with a 
tremendous host of 
benefits 


From page 02 
dents and deaths due to accidents 
caused by persons driving any kind 
of motor vehicle while under the in- 
fluence of alcoholic beverages or 
drugs,” he explained. 

Under the measure, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to drive 
or operate any motor vehicle 
while under the influence of al- 
coholic beverages or drugs. A 
gm 


E 


Drs 


he legendary 
i ‘Symmetrical АВМ! 


Motorlmage | 


Subaru Impreza ie ready {OF 


bership which brings with it a 
whole year of worry-free driving for 
your loved one. For P500, you can 
give your wife, girlfriend, son or 
daughter all the benefits of an AAP 
Associate Membership. 

Like ААР regular membership, 
ап associate membership carries 
great offerings and exceptional val- 
ves. Aside from ААР popular and 
reliable emergency roadside assi 
tance program, an Associate Mem- 
ber is presented with a tremendous 
host of benefits. A P200,000 per- 
sonal accident insurance, free LTO 
registration assistance, free traffic 
investigation assistance, discounts 
on ambulance services, anti-theft 
security glass etching services, and 
motor vehicle insurance discounts 
are just some of the things one en- 


person shall be considered un- 
der the influence of alcoholic 
beverages if it shall be estab- 
lished that he has a blood alco- 
hol concentration level of 0.6 
percent or more. 

For the first offense, а fine of 
P1,000 and a one-year suspension of 
the driver's license shall be meted out. 
For the second and all subsequent of- 
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joys when he or she becomes an 
ААР Associate Member. D 
AAP's Associate Membership can 
likewise help save you money on al- 
most everything from hotel accom- 
modations and restaurant bills to 
Car repair and auto accessories 
through the numerous slashes off 
the prices of our nationwide net- 
work of business partners. Get the 
best rate for various items like our 
very own AAP/Outlast mainte- 
nance-free batteries, Goodyear 
tires, and even travel and property 
insurance services. Plus, enjoy sav- 
ings at over 150,000 locations 
worldwide through the Show Your 
Card & Save network of the Ameri- 
can Automobile Association (AAA), 
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fenses, the violator faces a fine of 
P5,000 and a five-year revocation of 
his license. If during the suspension 
period, a violation is committed 
again, the offender shall be sentenced 
to one to five years imprisonment. 


Important points 
Even without the proposed law, 
DRINKOS 
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From page O2. 
tioned too high for anybody to see. Many of 
my friends have been caught entering this 
street the wrong way. 

5. Reina Regente in Binondo. For those 
hunting for bargains this Christmas, be- 
ware of the stoplight right in front of Meisic 
Mall. Never make a left turn there-or else! 
The spot is being guarded by a combination 
of MMDA blue boys and Manila Police 
brown boys. 

6. Comer of Aurora Boulevard and Edsa. 
If you're coming from AAR don't you ever 
turn right on Edsa. MMDA blue boys will 
apprehend you and there's no use arguing 
that you never saw a no-right-turn sign. 

7. Edsa southbound as you approach 
Buendia (Gil Puyat Sr. Ave.). An AAP mem- 
ber e-mailed me that as you approach this 
fork, you may not notice a "No Swerving" 
sigh which is located in such а way that'it 
don't see it until you pass it. MMDA traffic 
officers stand in the middle to block the 
sign so that unsuspecting motorists who de- 
cide to change lanes to avoid traffic fail to 
see it. In fact, in a shaded area on the left 
hand side lane that goes under the flyover 
to Rockwell, MMDA officers sit waiting for 
“swerving” motorists. The other notorious 
location is the flyover to Ortigas from the 
northbound lane of Edsa, where the “No 
Swerving" sign is obscurely posted at the 
MRT foothold on your left as you approach 
the flyover. Warning signs should be posted 
at least 500 meters before the fork and ev- 
ery 100 meters before to warn motorists of 
the risks ahead. Otherwise, traffic laws be- 
come “punitive” rather than “corrective” 
and do not protect the public from un- 
scrupulous traffic officers. 

8. Ayala Avenue corner Makati Av- 
enue. There used to be a "No Right Turn 
On Red Signal” (NRTORS) sign here but 
it’s gone now. If you're making a right 
turn when the traffic light is red., be- 
ware! There’s a bunch of Mapsa yellow 
boys waiting just around the corner. 
Some of my friends have experienced. 
that no amount of arguing would stop 


2.0R Sport or t 


ind find out why the worl 


the urban driving 


Rally-conquerin! 
2 а bows down 


Those barriers, as well as 
the U-tum concrete 
“barriers; should be 
lighted at night or at the 
very least should have. 
reflectorized markings 


those cops from issuing them a ticket. 

9. Macapagal Avenue and Edsa Exien- 
sion. This is the road going to the Mall of 
Asia. Again, the NRTORS sign is either too 
small or so inconspicuous that many hur- 
ried motorists have unwittingly violated it. 

10. Quezon Avenue intersection going to 
Edsa. There are two 2-lane roads with a cen- 
ter island and a sign to segregate the Public 
Utility Vehicles (left) from the private vehi- 

} des (right). Try to pass there at night. The 
sign is barely readable from afar. The sign can 
only be read when you've already entered ei- 
ther of the lanes. If you entered the wrong 
lane, the next thing you'll see is an MMDA en- 
forcer flagging you down. Numerous private 
vehicles that entered the PUV lane have been 
apprehended, but apparently, jeepneys and 
other PUVs passing the private car lane are 
never stopped. 

1 believe there are more areas in Metro 
Manila and in major cities in the provinces 
that can be included in this list. If you know 
of some, e-mail them to me at -in- 
fo@adp.org.ph and I will include them in 
AAP's website as a warning to our members. 

About the newly installed barriers along 
Edsa: I could not believe what MMDA Chair 
Bayani Fernando said during a TV inter- 
view about the accidents caused by the 
newly installed barriers along Edsa. He said 
that since nobody has died anyway, then 
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AAP invests in Auto 
Sport Academy Asia 


Filipino drivers dreaming of com- 
peting in Formula One will soon 
have access to the best formula 
racing school in the world. 

The Automobile Association 
Philippines is investing in the Au- 
to Sport Academy in Johor, 
Malaysia, a facility that would 
provide open-wheel-racing edu- 
cation to aspiring drivers in Asia 
starting July next year. 

AAP motor sports chair Mandy 
Eduque said Auto Sport Academy 
Asia is a small version of the 
school which. goes by the same 
name in France. "Auto Sport 


ced 
‘AAP Motorsports Committee chair Mandy Eduque (right) and НА 


vice president/FIA Asia Zone admini 


Academy was formed as a bridge 
to connect karting to formula rac- 
ing,” he said. "There is really а 
need for an intermediate stage to 
which karters, could go before 
they make the jump to formula 
racing." 

The establishment of Auto 
Sport Academy Asia was ap- 
proved by the members of the FIA 
Asia Zone at a meeting in Johor, 
Malaysia last September. The FIA 
(Federation Internationale de 
TAutomobile) is the Paris-based 
organization that governs motor 
sports worldwide, including For- 
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istrator Nazir Hosseinwitha — mm 


Formula Campus car at the Auto Sport Academy in Le Mans, France. == 


: 


mula One, the World Rally Cham- 
pionship and the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans. 

Eduque pointed out that Fil 
ipino karters are second to none. 
Proof of this is the recent victory 
of Marlon Stockinger in the World 
Rotax Championships and the tri- 
umphs of Michelle Bumgarner in 
Asian Karting. 

He noted, however, that Fil- 
ipino karters are forced to proceed 
to touring car racing after their 
karting careers due to the absence 
of a school that would prepare 
them for formula racing. "This is 
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Formerly known as La Filière, Auto 


what the Auto Sport Academy is 
all about," he said. 

Eduque pointed out that Auto 
Sport Academy Asia will provide 
not just racing education but com- 
prehensive teaching that includes 
subjects they normally take in tra- 
ditional schools. “Until its cre- 
ation, budding drivers thought 
that they had to choose between 
their studies and motor sports. 
Auto Sport Academy offers drivers 
the option of testing their sporting 
talents while continuing their 
studies,” Eduque said. 

AUTO/OS 
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Formula Campus cars on display at the Autosport Academy ine — EXT 
Mans, France. Twenty-four of these will go to Autosport Academy 
Asia in Johor, Malaysia for the use of motorsport students. 


чеки 


Sport Academy was created by 
French oil company Elf to 
discover new talents. About 40 to 
50 young drivers enroll at the 
school every year, with many of 
them, such as Alain Prost,” CNET > 
becoming F1. superstars ш 
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The AAP will sponsor two Formula Campus cars, like this 
one, for the Autosport Academy Asia. 
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Give a Fast Lane for Christmas 

‘Still looking for the perfect gift for your dad? Give him Fast Lane and he 
will enjoy a trip down memory lane, reminiscing the glory days of 
Philippine motor sports. Fast Lane is a coffeetable book published by 
the Automobile Association Philippines. Through rare photographs and 
crisp writing by motoring journalist Junep Ocampo, the book takes the 
reader as far back as the 1950s when car racing began in this country. 


truly means 


The next time you 
approach an inter- 
section with traffic 


nt 


1 02600. 2 
ТОҮОТА-ААР PARTNERSHIP FOR ROAD SAFETY 
Toyota Motor Philippines Corp (TMP) and the Automobile 
Association Philippines (AAP) continued their partnership as they 
signed a memorandum of understanding covering the 
implementation of road safety projects. In particular, TMP and ААР, 
in cooperation with the National Center for Transportation Studies, 
are drafting the plans that will make the University of the Philippines 
in Diliman, Quezon City a road traffic safety model. The MOU was 
signed by (seated from left) TMP senior executive vice president Dr. 
David Go, TMP president Hiroshi Ко, ААР president Gus Lagman, 
and ААР vice president Johnny Angeles. Witnessing the event are 
(standing from left) TMP vice president Rommel Gutierrez, TMP first 
vice president Jose Ma. Aligada, and ААР directors Ange! Kanapi and 
Mandy Eduque. 
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The book is an enlightening read, especially for those in- 


terested in popular history and old cars. It 
brings back memories of the tri 
umphs of Dodjie Laurel, 
Pocholo Ramirez, 

Dante Silverio, Ed- 

die Marcelo and oth- 

er pioneers of car rac- 

ing. And it contains 
never-before-pub- 

lished photos of places. 

such as an empty Orti- 

gas Center and Meralco 

‘Avenue in Pasig while they 
were stil being used for 

racing. Fast Lane is avail- 

able at all National Book- 

store outlets. For special or- 
ders, call AAP Motorsports at 
723-0808 and look for Mark 
Desales. 
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lights, ask yourself 
what a green light 
means. 

If your answer is 
“Go”, you are only 
half right. For full 
marks, you need to 
remind yourself that 
а green light does 
indeed mean go, but 
only if itis safe to do 
so. 

Then ask yourself. 
how long has it been 
green and what col- 

or will it change to 
nex? The longer it 
has been green, the № 
sooner it will £$ 
change to yellow. #8, 
And yellow does not 
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| Commemorative plates: 


Commemorative plates are be- 
coming “in” again with the re- 
cent centennial celebrations of 
various institutions. 

But who can install commem- 
orative plates on their cars? And 
how should they be installed? 

AAP vice president Johnny 
‘Angeles said there is an existing 
set of guidelines on commemo- 
rative plates that should be fol- 
lowed. Issued as far back as 
1983 by the Bureau of Land 
‘Transportation 
‘Transportation Office), Adminis- 
trative Order 99003 contains the 
rules and regulations governing 
‘commemorative 
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stickers. 


LTO, any group, 


plates/stickers. 


plates/stickers, 


(now Land of the vehicles 


Angeles said 
mandates 


plates and 


According to AO 99003 of the. 


association must apply first with 
the Office of the President for 
authority to use commemorative 


thority is issued, the organiza- 
tion should submit a sample de- 
sign ofthe plates and windshield 
stickers to the LTO, the names of 
persons authorized to use the 


plates will be installed. 


commemorative 
plates to be installed in conspic- 
uous places on the motor vehi- 


organization or 


After this au- 


validating windshield 


and certified 


copies of the registration papers 


on which the 


that the order 


Че, preferably one in front and 
the other at the rear, provided 
that the regular number plates 
are displayed in the space desig- 
nated for thé purpose. 

"The permanent plate shall not 
be removed to accommodate the 
commemorative plates and the 


be pasted at the left upper side of 
the front windshield,” he said. 
The order, he added, points 


detached from the vehicle. 
sticker shall 


10 points for greener motoring 


he ААВ as the only member club in the Philippines of the 

FIA (Federation Internationale de l'Automobile), is tasked 

to inform the motoring public about the FIA Declaration 
on Air Quality, Climate Change and Automotive Fuel Economy 
which was drafted at the FIA General Assembly last October in 
Paris. The centerpiece of the FIA Declaration is the adoption of 
140 g/km as the first worldwide target for carbon dioxide emis- 


sions in passenger cars. 


The 10-point Guide for Greener Mo- 
toring supplements the FIA Declara- 
tion: 


1. Buy Green-Check environmental 
performance (emission standards/ fu- 
el economy) before you buy a new car, 
fuel and components. 


2. Plan your journey-Planning your 
route can avoid delay and diversion. 
Ten minutes of unnecessary driving in 
а one-hour trip results in a 14-percent 


ROAD TIPS 


What a green light... 


From page O4 


decrease in fuel efficiency. For short 
journeys consider cycling, public 
transport or walking. 


3. Check tire pressures frequently- 
Driving on tires whose air pressure is 
SOkPA (0.5kg/em2) lower than it 
should be decreases fuel efficiency by 
2 percent and 4 percent respectively in. 
urban and suburban areas. 


4. Reduce loads and avoid the need 
for roof racks-Driving with unneces- 
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sary onboard weight leads to а signifi- 
cant decrease in fuel efficiency and 
baggage on the roof will add to aerody- 
namic drag. 


5. Don'twarm up your engine before 
starting offTodays passenger cars 
don't require warming up, except in 
cold climates and after long periods of 
non-use. Slow running is enough to 
‘warm up the engine. 


6. Use air conditioning only when 
necessary-Avoid setting the AC too 
low. ACwhen the outdoor temperature 
is 25 degrees Celsius decreases fuel ef- 
ficiency by 12 percent. 


7. Accelerate gently and keep your 
speed constantStart off gently (20 
km/h in 5 seconds, for an 11-percent 
increase in fuel economy) and avoid 
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abrupt, heavy accelerations while driv- 
ing. Avoid tailgating causing unneces- 
sary acceleration/deceleration which 
costs 2 percent and 6 percent less fuel 
efficiency respectively in urban and 
suburban areas. Use higher gears as 
soon as traffic allows. 


8. Use enginebraking-Releasing the ac- 
celerator when recognizing the need to 
slow down stops the fuel supply, leading 
to a -percent increase in fuel efficiency. 


out that the duration for the use 
of commemorative plates shall 
be based on the period of time 
authorized by the Office of the 
President. Upon expiration of: 
said authority, the commemora- 
tive plates must be immediately 


Angeles said users of com- 
memorative plates can be appre- 
hended for removing their per- 
manent plates and installing 
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commemorative "plates uie 
place, failure to display the regu- 
lar plate, continuing to use ex- 
pired commemorative plates, il- 
legally transferring commemo- 
rative plates from one motor ve- 
hicle to another, or illegally us- 
ing commemorative plates with- 
out prior authority. "The penalty 
for each violation is P5,000 plus 
the impounding of the motor ve- 
hicle in the last two cases." 


Users of commemorative plates can be apprehended 
for removing their permanent plates and installing 
commemorative plates in their place 


9. Don't idle your engine-Ten 
minutes of engine idling (in neu- 
tral, with the AC off) wastes 130сс 
of fuel. Turn your engine off in- 
stead of letting it idle when it is 
safe to do so. 


10. Offset your CO2 emissions-If you 
are driving economically and can't re- $ 
duce your car use, then consider buy- $ 
ing carbon offsets equivalent to your 
annual mileage. 


Don't warm up your engine before starting off- 
Today's passenger cars don' require warming 
up, except in cold climates and after long 
periods of non-use. Slow running is enough to 


warm up the engine 


Тор 10 motoring traps in Metre Manila 


mean “Speed up to 
cross the intersec- 
tion before the 
lights change". It 
means Stop. After 
yellow comes red. 

Tliese days, espe- 
cially with the con- 
gestion? generated 
by ше holiday sea- 
son, fiore айй more 
drivers risk yellow 
light or even a red 
light to get across an 
intersection. 

That, in turn, 
means that you 
need an extra "de- 
fensive — driving" 


technique. — Even 
though the lights 
are "with you," al- 
ways glance both 
Ways as you ap- 
proach the junc- 
tion, to make sure 
that you can get 
across safely Ву 
taking a moment to 
look both ways, 
even when your 
light is green, you 
might spot some- 
body who is pre- 
pared to risk his 
safety-and yours- 
by ignoring the 
traffic signals. 


Even if the light 
is green in your fa- 
vor, keep using 
your rear mirror as 
well. It may be that 
somebody is fol- 
lowing you too 
closely. In this situ- 
ation, your spot- 
ting in good time 
that the green light 
is about to change 
to yellow enables 
you to slow down 
early, brake more 
gently and thus ге- 
duce the chances 
of a rear-end colli- 
sion. 


the barriers are okay. He added that since 
many of the victims were either under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs or falling 
asleep, the accidents should teach them a 
lesson. Was he saying that these people do 
not deserve safe roads? 


Those barriers, as well as the U-turn con- 
crete barriers, should be lighted at night or 
at the very least should have reflectorized 
markings. There should also be warning 
signs some 300 meters before the barriers. 
Weeks before these new barriers were in- 


stalled, there should have been tri-media 
announcements informing the motoring : 
public about them. Road safety should nev- 
erbe compromised! 

Have a safe and blessed Christmas and _ 
New Year! Happy motoring! 


Give peace of mind as your gift this Christmas 


From page O3 
to which AAP is affiliated. 

Unlike the two-vehicle registration allot- 
ment accorded to Regular Members, Asso- 
ciate Members can register one vehicle un- 
der his or her name. But because the club is 
member-based, an Associate Membership 


bestows upon the cardholder roadside as- 
sistance for vehicles other than the car reg- 
istered under his/her membership. This, of 
course, is provided that he or she is present 
at the time of the service request. The regis- 
tered vehicle, however, is entitled to round- 


the-clock roadside support even if the 
member is not around. 

‘Those interested in giving AAP member- 
ships as gifts this Christmas, get instough ;, 
with AAP' sales and marketing department .- 
at 723-0808. 
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ROAD SAFETY TRAINING FOR BUS DRIVERS 

Some 44 drivers of the Vallacar Transit in Negros attended a special seminar on road safety Oct. 23 to 26 at the Ceres 

Liner Compound in Mansilingan, Bacolod City. The drivers learned the basics of the Traffic Code, road courtesy, first 
| and the importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle and practicing stress management techniques in their day- 

to-day driving, The seminar was sponsored by the ААР with the help of the Land Transportation Franchising and 

Regulatory Board (LTFRB) and the National Center for Transportation Studies (NCTS). 


Bid г 

The AAP provides 24/7 Emergency Roadside Service to its members with 20 tow trucks (11 at the main office in 
Quezon City, 9 at the North Luzon Expressway) and eight car carriers/flatbeds. Three of the tow trucks are Big 
Brothers that can tow buses, 10-wheeler trucks and tractors with container vans. Shown are Big Brother 3, а саг 
carrier, a service car and a pickup truck parked in front of the ААР Service Building on Aurora Boulevard, 
Quezon City. 


LAM VER DO 
PACI OMY INTERIOR + CLASS-LEADING HEADI 


Test drive today at your nearest Chevrolet dealer: MAKATI 834-1976, 867-8183 to 87 « QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TO 59 • SHAW 5: 
533-8375, 533-1263 ® PASIG 672-1612 to 14, 672-1486 • ALABANG 771-1206 to 09 ® NORTH EDSA 374-3992 to 97. 
CEBU (032) 234-0826 to 29 
(075) 523-1835, (075) 515-5577 * ILOILO (033) 3374540  BACOLOO (034) 708-2489 e LAGUNA (632) 6992458, (046) 4301608. 
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3743963 = MANILA 564-0129 
AMPINGA (045) 953-3333, (MS) 860-2000 * DAVAO (082) 300-7777, (087) 235-3811 = DAGUPAN (075) 523-7777 
wins chevrolet can ph 


Enjoy your holidays with Chevrolet! Buy any model of the Chevrolet Spark and receive 
Chevrolet gift coupons/certificates worth P25,000. Now thru Dec. 31, 2007, Season's Greetings. пасење 


however, motorists can help minimize 
drunk-driving by keeping the following 
things in mind: 

1. Drinking and driving kills. It may not 
kill the drunk-driver but a pedestrian‘or the 
passenger of another car. It could even kill 
you. 

2. Do not drink if you plan to drive. Real 
friends don't force their driving friends to 
drink. sz 
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3. Never get into a vehicle with a driver 
who has been drinking. If your friend is 
drunk, get his car keys and call a cab to take 
him home. 

4. Alcohol leads to slower reaction 
times, difficulty in gauging speed and di 
tance, drowsiness and loss of concentra: 
tion. „А 

5. Late night drinkers may still be over 
limit the following morning. В 


AAP invests in Auto 
Sport Academy Asia: 


From page O4 


Formerly known as La Filière, Auto Sport 
Academy was created by French oil compa- 
ny Elf to discover new talents. About 40 to 
50 young drivers enroll at the school every 
year, with many of them, such as Alain 
Prost, becoming F1 superstars. 

Eduque added that-AAP will be sponsor- 
ing two Formula Campus cars in the school 
to the tune of P1 million. In exchange, AAP 
can send the best Filipino drivers to train in 
the school. 

Initially, Auto Sport Academy Asia will 
offer a six-week course condensed from the 
one-year curriculum in France. Being a co- 
owner of the school, AAP is entitled to a dis- 
count for the drivers it will send. "Instead of 
23,000 Euros, our drivers would only pay 


FEATURES. 


us 


19,000 for the course,” he said. 

Eduque noted that this amount is 
much lower than what F 
now spend in racing events such as 
CHAMP in the United States and Formu- 
la BMW in Europe. "The problem with 
training in these events is that. young 
drivers eventually get discouraged be- 
cause the jump from karting to formula 
racing is drastic," he said. 

And the best thing about training in Auto 
Sport Academy Asia is the potential to earn. 
а 90,000-Euro scholarship in ASA France. 
“After the six-week course, they will choose 
the best two drivers and send them to 
France to train for one year for free,” 
Eduque said. E 


A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE. ЖИ ШЙ 


CHEVROLET 


1866-1880-4648. f 
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Gift certificate can be used to pay for LTO registration, car insurance, chattel 
morigege er as оон! ол car price. Gift certificates are valid untl fully consumed. 
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Christmas Sbopping 2007 
"In tbe air theres that feeling of buying ... and giving’ : 


M 


Christmas a 


[Мше 
ТЕ 


(By Joel V. Nigos; 
hristmas in the Philippines 
is usüally ushered in by cold 
mornings and by 9-day 
даулу Masses known as misa de gal- 
Ghristmas carols are heard as 
Ў 
[early as September while the fore- 
most Christmas symbol, the parol, 
Adorn even the most humble of 
‘dwellings. Christmas Day is usually 
В family affair, where gifts are ex- 
changed and families partake in a 
bountiful feast. 
# Famous for observing the longest Yule- 
tide season, it's only after Epiphany when 
ecorations are removed, signifying the 
pd ofthe holidays. 
|| I£ the weather is chilly here at Christmas- 
ié, in Australia it’s usually very hot. So, 
[don't expect snow to fall on this season. Skies 
lire always blue on this continent where tem- 
eratures range from 25 to 40 degrees. Thus, 
raditional dinners have been replaced with 
ily gatherings at midday in backyards, pic- 
ics in parks, gardens and on the beach. 

In Africa, Christmas is observed throughout 

е continent by Christian communities large 
and small. On Christmas Day, carols are sung 
from the Congo on down to South Africa 
where it's a summer holiday that carries an ir- 
resistible invitation to the beaches, the rivers 
and the shaded mountain slopes. Meats are 
roasted, gifts are exchanged and family visits 
made. The Coptic Christians in Ethiopia and 
Egypt celebrate Christmas on the 7th of Jan- 
uary (rather than the 25th of December) be- 
cause they follow a different calendar. 

The United States, meanwhile, is so multi- 
cultural that you'll find many ways of cele- 
brating Christmas. A family of Eastern Euro- 
pean origin favor turkey with trimmings, 
while those of Polish preferred keilbasi (Pol- 
ish sausage), cabbage dishes and soups. Also, 
all year long children are told to behave, or 
they will get coal in their stockings. On 
Christmas Eve, they hang highly stylized 
stockings on the mantle of the fireplace, then 
go to bed early so that they will find presents 
in the morning. Cookies are traditionally left 
for Santa, and a carrot for Rudolph the red- 
nosed reindeer. 


Animated display 

Robinsons Place Iloilo aims to capture 
the joy of the season with a unique animat- 
ed display which shows images of how 
Christmas is observed around the world 

Aptly dubbed “Christmas Around the 
World,” Christmas nights in the city will be 
lighted up with gay and bright colors and me- 
chanical and moving life-sized dolls repre- 
senting 13 selected countries of the world. 
On cue, each doll will sway and move to the 
tune of their local Christmas carols when 
their tum comes. They will be placed signifi- 
cantly in the respective miniature replicas of 
their famous landmark—Japan's pagodas, 
Great Wall of China, India's Taj Majal, US" 
Grand Canyon and Statue of Liberty, Russia's 
Kremlins, our very own Bahay Kubo, 
Hawaii's picturesque beaches, Africa's wild 
safari, Rome's Colloseum, Australia's Opera 
House, Italy's Leaning Tower and France's 
Eiffel Tower. 

"It is the fun тає present to the city of 
Iloilo and the neighboring provinces of Re- 
gion 6 as it seeks to bring people from dif- 
ferent places to experience а unique and 
colorful Christmas celebration in the city" 
shares Ditas 1. Taleon, mall manager of 
Robinsons Place Iloilo. 

With three viewing times nightly at 6:30, 
7:15 and 8 p.m., this creative ensemble and 
‘miniature representation of Christmas the 
‘world over will run until Jan. 4, 2008. The 
grand launch was held last Nov. 28 with 
fireworks display and a mini-concert by 
teen heartthrob Sam Concepcion. Robin- 
sons Place Iloilo senior marketing commu- 
nications officer Rofel John T. Parreño and 
Carol-V Espinosa were hosts. 

Other Christmas symbols from Asia to 
other parts of Europe are also vividly cap- 
tured in the animated display. 


Christmas in China to Japan 

Christians in China celebrate Christmas by 
lighting their houses with beautiful paper 
lanterns and decorating their Christmas trees 
which they call “Trees of Light” with paper 
chains, paper flowers and paper lanterns 

Italy was where the Nativity scene, one 
of the most beloved and enduring symbols 
of the season, originated and where it re- 
mains very popular. In Rome, cannon are 
fired from Castel St. Angelo of Christmas 
Eve to announce the beginning of the holi- 
day season. A 24-hour fast ends with an 
elaborate Christmas feast. Small presents 
are drawn from the Urn of Fate. 

The idea of exchanging gifts seems to ap- 
peal strongly to the Japanese people. Be- 
sides exchanging gifts they eat turkey on 
Christmas Day, and in some places there are 
even community Christmas trees. They dec- 


` В 


orate their houses with evergreens and 
mistletoe, and in some homes Christ- 
mas carols are sung gaily. 


Russia, Spain 

In Russia, the religious festival of Christ- 
mas is being replaced by the Festival of 
Winter but there are some traditions that 
are still kept up in some parts of the coun- 
ву In the traditional Russian Christmas, 
special prayers are said and people fast, 
sometimes for 39 days, until Jan. 6th 
Christmas Eve, when the first evening star 
appears in the sky Then begins a 12- 
course supper in honor of each of the 12 
apostles. 

Christmas is a deeply religious holi- 
day in Spain. The country's patron saint 
is the Virgin Mary and the Christmas 
season officially begins Dec. 8, the feast 
of the Immaculate Conception. It is cel- 


ebrated each year in front of the great 
Gothic cathedral in Seville with а ceremony 
called los Seises or the “dance of six.” 


Hawaii to India 

When it comes to Christmas trees, 
Hawaii residents prove themselves to be ex- 
tremely versatile. Palm trees are frequently 
decorated for Christmas, especially in out- 
door displays and neighborhood yards. 
They nicely complement displays of Santa 
riding an outrigger canoe rather than a 
sleigh, dolphins in place of reindeer, and 
elves laboring in aloha shirts. 

South Korea recognizes Christmas as a pub- 
lic holiday. Non-Christian Koreans go about 
their daily routine on Dec. 25 but may engage 
in some holiday customs such as gift-giving, 
sending Christmas cards, and setting up deco 
rated trees in their homes; children also ap- 
pearto have Santa Haraboji, the Korean Santa 
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Claus. 

Everyone has a Christmas tree, some- 
times decorated in the old way with red 
ribbons and real white wax candles in 
France. Fir trees in the garden are often 
decorated too, with lights on all night. 
The French make a traditional Yule log- 
shaped cake called the buche de Nol, 
Which means "Christmas Log." The cake. 
is served at the grand feast of the sea- 
зоп, which is called le rveillon. Le rveil- 
lon is a very late supper held after the 
midnight mass on Christmas Eve. 

Christians in India decorate banana 
or mango trees. They also light small 
oil-burning lamps as decorations and 
fill their churches with red flowers. In 
South India, Christians put small clay 
lamps on the rooftops and walls of their 
houses, just as the Hindus do during 
their festival called Diwali. 
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DATABASE 
ADMINISTRATOR 


Qualifications: 


Mele or female, not more tan 
35 years old 

Can administer SOL 2005 and 2000 from 
Clustering, log shipping and fling over 
the servers 

а With good interpersonal skils 


SYSTEM 
ADMINISTRATOR 


Qualifications: 


а Male or female, not more than 
35 years old 

Can buid and maintain servers 
20002003/citrùx freling! 
secutylexchange 2003 
With knowledge in ADIMicrosoft 
technology 
Have used vmware and must be familiar 
with SAN Technology 


Major players and benchmarks 


‘look at the Аза Titans, the biggest and best known companies in Asia. Below, some 
‘ofthe Dow Jones stocks, symbols, volume in milions, latest value and change in 
points and percentage of biggest and most quid stocks traded. 


DJIA Compi ent Stocks А 


A key player in the domestic containerized cargo shipping industry is in 


SENIOR-LEVEL 
INTERNAL _ 
AUDIT HEAD 


In a managerial capacity, 


_ Reporting To: 


Chair of Audit Committee 


— Purpose of the Role: 


As Head of Internal Audit, has specific responsibility in leading strategic 
direction for an effective internal audit service and achieving the internal 
audit functions results and objectives. 


Qualifications; 
36 to 49 years of age. 

At loast 8 years experience in Internal Audit 

EZ Preferably at least five years in a supervisory capacity 

EZ Ability to organize and manage audit team and dimension financial 
and operational risks in central as well as out-of-town locations 

‘Must have reasonable awareness and familiarity in iT programs and 
process 


We are inviting top-caliber professionals to be part of a company with a 
tradition of service reliability. 


Send resume with detailed job description to: 


Box Code KA-049-07-AH 
clo Philippine Dally Inquirer 
Ground Floor Trinity Building 
626 TM Kalaw Street, Ermita, Marita 
^r emalliad feadGyahoncam 


дуна оромол. В rey sesking roam stat for a Baias 
rag teen By uo Dung ntes Pn Pg, t 
Altas ty ng pnt a ee ape bs 
торап and cal business andro. 


Operations Analyst (OA) 


‘The Anat min ovi bo cnt sch prep pes об 
argu orat прот ий pir wd es pe mata dan FC 


at copes rey nares Влора Болл Lan РР э таша 


ув lt о mpc test а ng ay 
‘rly, busines ran, and poly 
Exparanca win алай astesement and uas о агама влаусса atas and 


a, 

eine ne tan nw 
та communica Ka clay ond conari, cont обе and soa on eat 

Sut led muti usas, ecu bs rend к 

‘tack eco of producing high ually aon 


These ston wie anes ans аги tato eave! ТЫ poston based 


‘maton pss vst mana Oy orte ападан wipe cale rer 


There is a difference. 


Hop on to TeleTech! 


Be part of TeleTech's pioneering team in Novaliches 
working with the one of the world's leading computer companies! 


Up to P15,000 signing bonus* 
IF YOU APPLY ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 15. 


Hirees will also get the chance to win trips to 
Bangkok or Phuket, Thailand or Bali, Indonesia! 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT ASSOCIATES 


* Preferably graduates of any four-year course. 

* With excellent communication skills in English. 
* With strong comprehension and listening skills. 
* With basic computer troubleshooting skills. 

* Preferably with technical support experience. 


Our Leadership and Business Positions also available. 
Visit our Novaliches office , 


Levels 1 and 2, Robinson's Place Novaliches 
Quirino Highway corner Maligaya Road 


To pud online, visit 


www HirePoint: “com 


| The exclusive career oes at TeleTech 


Telelech. 


The Fastest Growing BPO Company 


д Pasay U Fort Bonifacio в Novaliches в Calamba в Lipa 0 Dumaguete 0 Bacolod n Cebu 1 Bacoor 0 


Do you have the self assurance and confidence to drive purposely towards 
results? Is your leadership style firm and goal-oriented, yet able to motivate, 
train and engage others in an enthusiastic way? Do you set high standards of 
lachievement, and place an emphasis on results? Can you learn quickly and 
thoroughly while continually recognizing and adapting to changing conditions? 


If you answer yes, then take this opportunity to be part of a growing and 
dynamic company! 


Accounting Staff 
Business Operations Assistant 


0 Must be a graduate of any business course however Accountancy will be an 
advantage 
О Computer literate, with good analytical skills, accurate and fast learner 
О Preferably female, 21-28 yrs. old 


Branch Cashier 


|с Must be a graduate of any business course however Accountancy will be an 
advantage 
With at least 3-5 years banking experience preferably in а supervisory level 
С Must be willing to be assigned in Alabang, Muntinlupa City 


IT Personnel 


O Male, 20-28 years old, single 
О Graduate of ComSci, Comp Engineering, or any IT courses 
D Knowledgeable on LAN and WAN 
0 Good technical skills, knowledge in systems implementation, network administrator and 
database administration (MS SQL, Oracle, and Visual Basic) is an advantage 


Кррсатїв may emal resume TS hra Tecruiimentyanoo COM OF SUBITO: 


The HR Personnel 
Philippine Daily Inquirer Building 
1098 Chino Roces Ave. cor. Yague and Mascardo Sts. 
Makati City, Philippines 
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Your kids deserve clean air in their room 


RESIDENTS OF METRO MANILA BREATHE 
dirty air every day of the year. A study has 
found that air pollution in Metro Manila is 
worsening, and if not immediately ad- 
dressed, the city may not be suitable any- 
more for human habitation within 10 years. 
Lead, found in the exhaust fumes of motor 
vehicles and which finds its way into residen- 
tial areas, is the most harmful toxin to chil- 
dren because it adversely affects the nervous 
system, decreases their IQs, and slows down 
motor skills, In these gadget-crazy times 
‘when everything from cell phones to comput- 
ers are selling like hotcakes, it certainly 
makes sense to have the latest and mast ef- 
fective gadget as a safeguard against these 
harmful air impurities. 

‘There are many brands and manufactur- 
ers of air purifiers today, each using differ- 
ent filter methods, how do you know which 
is right for you? First look for the Aham (As- 
sociation of Home Appliance Manufactur- 
er) seal that indicates an independent certi- 
fication. 

Second, consider the type of filter inside. 
‘There are three basic types: 

‘True 99.97 percent Hepa-air cleaner fil- 
ters for patients with very severe allergy or 
asthma illnesses. These doctor-recom- 


mended filters have an efficiency of 99.97 
percent (0.3 microns) making them benefi- 
cial for asthma and allergy patients. 

Tonic Products-These units are often 
shown on television but have very little 
proven effectiveness. The collecting plates 
will get dirty, but they generally lack 
enough power to clean a room of irritating 
particles. They also may emit low levels of 
ozone which gives off an "electric" smell 
and could irritate some forms of asthma. 
These products typically have small clean- 
ing range-a four- to five-foot square accord- 
ing to Aham standards. 

Intense Field Dielectric (IFD) a break- 
through method featuring a permanent 
and highly effective electronic diffusion fil- 
ter system. Itis proven to help remove dust, 
pollen, dander and tobacco smoke particles 
from the room. Efficiencies can range from 
95 percent to 99 percent. These are recom- 
mended for most people seeking an air pu- 
rifier for relief from seasonal allergies and 
who are seeking an effective and low main- 
tenance way to clean the air in their home. 
The filter is cleanable and permanent thus 
providing great savings. 

Since 1959, Honeywell has been de- 
signing, manufacturing and selling air 


cleaners that effectively trap and filter 
up to 99.97 percent of airborne impuri- 
ties like staining dirt, smoke and bacte- 
ria. Honeywell manufactures only doc- 
tor-recommended true Hepa and IFD (In- 
tense Field Dielectric) filters, making it 
true advocate of indoor air cleanliness. 
In fact, its latest IFD permanent filter 
model, the QuietClean Air Purifier (HFD- 
806-AP3), boasts of the new Dual Ultra- 
Violet Light feature that reduces bacteria 
and viruses. It also boasts of a Hepa per- 
formance of up to 99 percemt air puri 
cation and a permanent filter that needs 
noreplacement, ever. 

So, on top of your latest home theater 
system, your pristine built-in kitchen, 3G 
cell phone, and your Core 2 Duo laptop, 
don't you think it's high time you pay some 
attention to the air you and your loved ones 
breathe at home? 

For inquiries, visit or call authorized dis- 
tributors at Ariston/Indesit showrooms: 
Shangri-La (631-8282), and at MC Home 
Depot, Fort Bonifacio (815-8875). Honey- 
‘well is also available in True Value, Handy- 
man, Rustans, Duty Free Philippines, Royal 
Duty Free, Puregold, Ansons Emporium, 
SM and Western Branches. 


Honeywell's Hepa Air Purifiers are a staple in the! 


perfect for those suffering from allergies and asthma. 
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Mall of Asia Planner 


The planner is the ultimate 
to the mall witha map, 
photos, and trivia. 


Jack ’n Jill 


PLANNING FOR THE YEAR AHEAD? 
The limited edition SM Mall of Asia 
2008 Planner is not only a great way 
to get organized, its also the ultimate 
guide to your way around the mall, 
and offering a lot of shopping oppor- 
tunities with coupons from many of 
the mall's outlets. 

А project of SM Foundation for 
the benefit of its Medical Missions, 
the planner is a visual delight with 
the cover designed by world 
renowned artist Jevenal Sanso. Its 
your perfect guide around the Mall 


Nips 


for the Holidays 


ADD LOTS OF COLORFUL FUN 
to the Holidays by unleashing 
your festive creativity with do- 
itat-home "NIPSmas gift ideas 
consisting of yummy pastry 
goodies as well as colorful art 
and crafts projects spruced up 
with NIPS Chocolates. Here's a 
simple project that you can 
make in the comfort of your 
own home. Its a great Christ- 
mas décor idea you can add to 
your yuletide displays, or some- 
thing you can use as a Christ- 
mas gift! 
Nips Jar 

~A colorful display of Nips 


chocolate candies to please the 
senses. It makes the perfect 


Christmas 


Christmas gift for someone who 
needs a quick chocolate fix. 


Directions: 

Pick a container (jars, glass- 
es, or shot glasses) and fill it 
with Nips candies. 

Wrap the container with cel- 
lophane and decorate with rib- 
bons and other ornaments. 


Shopping 


at Festival Supermall 


EVERYONE TAKES GREAT PLEA- 
sure in discovering the perfect 
gifts for those special people in 
Our lives and itis even more re- 
warding watching them open 
and cherish them. Crowded 
malls, long queues and out-of 
stock situations can however 
make Christmas shopping an ar- 
duous task. 

Last-minute shopping is nev- 
er wise as it makes you spend 
more and most likely make you 
end up buying gifts that your 
loved ones may not appreciate. 
Tris all about proper planning. 

Festival Supermall in Filicity 
allows you to do your holiday 
shopping on great selections 
from over 600 stores. 

At the 3rd level of Festival Su- 
permall lies one of the mall's 
newest offerings 
which are continuous- 
ly luring treasure 
hunters as well as col- 
lectors of rare memen- 
tos. Treasure Trove is 
а specialty-store lane 
designed for the 
meticulous shopper 
looking for rare sou- 
venis, unusual gift 
items’ and accent 
pieces. 

‘At the second level 
is the Via Moda and 
Style Boulevard, the 
malls fashion district Су, 
where fashion-con- 

‘scious shoppers can ; 

‘find various shops P 
that offer quality and Ука 
1 ‘ 


trend-setting clothes. Thinking 
of what to give your techie kids? 
‘Then visit Cyberway, which is a 
domain for the latest gadgets 
and gizmos. Chef's Avenue at 
the third level and Festival Walk 
at the 2nd level houses fine and 
casual dining restaurants that 
will certainly provide the family 
the best dining experience after 
doing their shopping or watch- 
ing a movie. 

Festival Supermall in Filicity, 
Alabang is the premiere shop- 
ping, dining, amusement and 
entertainment destination 
south of Metro Manila, with 
over 600 stores to choose from. 
Mallhours are from 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. For inquiries, call 850- 
3514 or log on го www.festival- 
supermall.com. 


of Asia with a Map, photos by the 
Lomomanila group, and some trivia 
about the mall. The planner is also 
loaded with coupons from Toy 
Kingdom, ACE Hardware, SM Ap- 
pliance Center, Our Home, Surplus 
Shop, Kultura Filipino, Taste Asia, 
SM Cinema, the SM Ice Skating 
Rink, and many other participating 
stores. 

The SM Mall of Asia Limited Edi- 
tion 2008 Planner is available at the 
Concierge, SM retail stores, and se- 
lected tenants at the SM Mall of Asia. 


The popcorn that’s right for you 


NOWADAYS, when people want something to munch while viewing their favorite TV show, 
they tur to the buttery flavor and crunchy fullness of microwave popcorn. Unlike chips or 
nuts, good о? popcorn has the advantage of being served hot; popped right out of one's very 
own oven. It's an ideal on-the-go snack for family and friends because it's so easy to prepare 
with a simple step that anyone can handle. In just a couple of minutes, out comes all the sa- 
vory goodness of a traditional pastime snack. Popcorn is an excellent source for dietary fiber. 
Did you know that popcorn is 100-percent whole grain? That's right! With more nutritious 
snacks and natural products competing in the market, Orville Redenbacher's Popcorn has“. 
maintained its status as the leading health snack. The key to a healthy diet is food that meets 
your nutritional needs while staying within your calorie count. Check out Orville's low-calorie 
products. Less calories spell the ‘magic number for what doctors and nutritionists approve in 
а snack. Calorie watchers have a reliable pick with Orville Redenbacher's. With the terrific taste 
and healthy goodness, Orville Popcorn surely guarantees superb snacking fun for the family, 
barkada, and colleagues at work. Put that Orville bag right now into the microwave and just 
before you know it, you'll be feasting on corn that's fluffy, chewy and heavenly! Orville Reden- 
bacher's products are available in major supermarkets nationwide. 


а ClearUid 
PÄ CMOSsensor 


The ClearVid CMOS Sensor 
utilises a unique and magical 45° 
angle layout to effectively 
double the surface area of each 
pixel. This enables the sensor to 
capture all your memories in 
wider color and perfect quality 
while allowing you to shoot. 
longer recordings with its lower 
power consumption. 


Es 


By merging high capacity 
with low energy consump- 
tion and efficient electric. 
discharge, the result is a 
longer battery. Plus with 
InfoLithium batteries, you 
сап see remaining minutes 
Of battery life on the LCD 
screen, letting you exchange 
batteries at your conve- 
тепсе. 


Visit our new website at www.sony.com. 


HANDYCAM 
STZ а свн 
Make Everyday 
a Special Moment 
with “07у Handycam!" 
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DCR-DVD708. 


P32,999 
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P36,999 


ME Dead 105 Sensor 
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P27,999 
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‘Chiristinas 
Treasures ; 


We've got it all for you! 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2007 


———— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


Special PROJECT 


Christmas Shopping 2007 | 
‘En the air there’ that feeling of buying 


J. eod 
‘Christmas is big at SM 
Pampanga and Clark 


IrHE/SM SUPERMALLS IN PAM- 

Panga celebrate Christmas in a big 

‘way with something traditional- 

fhe Giant Lantern Festival at SM 

ity, Pampanga and something 
jew-the Biggest Santa Claus in 
sia at SM City Clark. 

Something big is in town-the 
iggest Santa Claus that will bring 
heers to shoppers for the whole 
оп of December at SM City 


Clark. Made by Candellero Handi- 
crafts, it stands 20 feet tall, and 13 
feet wide, and made of fiberglass, 
and 13 feet wide, Fred Velasques, 
along with 11 of his staff, carved the 
‘Santa figure for over two months. 
‘Along with the Biggest Santa 
Claus in Asia, the mall also encour- 
ages shoppers to share in a big way. 
А toy donation project was 
launched during the Big Santa 


launch, wherein shoppers can do- 
nate old and new toys at the Santa 
area at the Event Centre at SM City 
Clark. The toys will be distributed 
to the less fortunate children in An- 
geles City. 

SM's another mall in Pampanga, 
SM City Pampanga, will also cele- 
brate the holiday big time as it once 
again becomes the venue for the 

swo 


witness the world-renowned giant lante 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
GOLDILOCKS CAKEPLANT TEAM! 


Аз expected. the. country’s best 
cakes and pastries сап oniy соте from 
the most outstanding factity, white 
мото the best manufacturing 
techniques and methods, When 
combined with a loyal team of experts 
who ensure the strictest quality control 
Standards, this becomes а true recipe 
for tasting goodness. 


To the dedicated men and women 

of the Goldltocks Gakeplant in Shaw f 1 
Boulevard, the measure of excellence 1 
i 

$ 


STN та 


that Goldiocks hes established in the 

past 41 years is both а great challenge. ? f; 
and inspiration. According to Evelyn 

Gancayco, Goldtocks Manufacturing | 
Director, ароз Rave. established a 2 { 
great affinity for -Goldfocks: and its x E 4 
Products, and with.this affinity’comes a, 

certain expectation; E 


"Admitedy, Y sounds: à bit 
profound, but our standards for total 
Customer Satisfaction are applied to 
both distance and time.” Evelyn began. 
"Each of our 230 branches nationwide 
must have exacty the same level of 
igh quality, wah по exceptions, 
Likewise, the Goldiocks mamon, 
ensaymada, or mocha rol that our 
customers loved so much as chidren 
should be just аз good now that they 
are adults,” she explained, 


With this intense dedication shared 

by each member of the team, it is no 

‘wonder that the Philippine Bureau of + 
Food and Drugs (BFAD) recently i : 3 $ 
awarded the Goldilocks Cakeplant JA haa 
wih ful ‘Good Manufacturing |” + Сїпайнав Mocha 
Practices" (СМР) accreditation Greeting Cake 


Plant Managet Ross Gonzales, for, $ 
his pert highighled the beneficial 
relationship of Goldilocks with the 
BFAD, "For us, the BFAD is much more 
than daxmonitoring agency ог 
compliance Bureau, We view them ash ~ 
an essential partner in ensuring that the 
Féipino consumer receives’ me Safest, 
finest. and highest quatity products,” he 
stated, "In my 14 years of being part of 
the Goldlocks family, | con truly soy 
that each employee shares this 
underlying vision — that of putting our U^ 
‘gustomers ahead of everyone etse, and 
aking certain that their Goldilocks 
experience is a positively unforgettable 


© 


Cà 


Krismas Treats 
(Chaco Стилей Polvoron, Kris quina 
deco & inspiration CD and mini magazine) 


Wah this significent recognition 
coming from the BFAD, what's next for 
the Goldtocks Cekeptant team? А 
quote fom the company’s president, 
Mr. Freddie Go, was the hearttet reply 
f Evelyn Gancayco, “Learning should 
never stop — there's always а way to do 
it better, faster, more economical, and 
with improved market approval. If we 
dont find à today, that should only 
make us more excited to try again 
tomorow,” she affirmed, "Of course, 
we ae very grateful for the 
acknowledgement that the BFAD has 
given us, but in true Goldilocks fashion, 

"We cant rest on our laurels, Thats а 
“philosophy we inhented from our `> 
Company's founders, and is vital for us 
being the industry leader’ she 

. concluded, 


Pd 
s 


—— 


Given ts knd of Gutlook, 
Goldilocks wil undoubtedly remain the 
country’s number one bakeshop for 
generations to соте, Te the 
Cakeplant team and the entire 
family: Keep up the great work! 


BAKESHOP © FOODSHOP 


Ang Sarap Magmahal Ng Pinoy: 
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Glitz and glamour at the 
7th World Bazaar Festival! 


"WATCH OUT FOR A CHRISTMAS 
ride to fame as Worldbex Services In- 
ternational (WSI) features celebrity 
exhibitors who will showcase their 
niftiest products for the Yuletide sea- 
son at the Celebrity Village of the 7th 
World Bazaar Festival, ongoing from 
Dec. 6 to 16 at the World Trade Cen- 
ter open from 12 noon to 10 p.m. 
from Monday to Thursday and 10 
a.m. to 12 midnight from Friday to 
Sunday. 

Meet and greet your favorite Ka- 
pamilya stars like Judy Ann Santos, 
KC Concepcion, Toni Gonzaga, Angel 
Jacob, Christine Bersola, Phoemela 
Baranda, Michelle Madrigal, Jodie 
Sta. Maria. Aiza Marquez, Gladys 
Reyes and Christopher Roxas, Aiza 
Seguerra, Mickey Ferriols and Archie 
Alemania, Mich Dulce, Raphael Mar- 


tinez, and Bianca Lapus as they pro- 
vide all kinds of products and mer- 
chandise for all kinds of needs. 

Proceeds of The Celebrity Village 
will go to the Virlanie Foundation, a 
private non-sectarian child caring in- 
stitution in Metro Manila that oper- 
ates 12 residential homes providing 
shelter, food, education and love to 
over 1,000 disadvantaged children. 

WSI founding chair Joseph Ang 
looks forward to another historic mo- 
ment through the celebrated Chirst- 
mas bazaar. “We hope that the 2007 
World Bazaar Festival would also be- 
come an instrument for continuous 
progress and prosperity among enter- 
prises and inspire them to unite for a 
great cause,” he said. 

The 11-day Christmas extravagan- 
za will also highlight the latest quirks 


in fashion, books, music, handicrafts, 
jewelry, paper products, car acces- 
sories, home furnishing, telecommu- 
nication gadgets, among others, that 
are available in the local and interna- 
tional market. 

Proceeds of the 7th World Bazaar 
Festival will go to the ABS-CBN Foun- 
dation Inc, a non-stock, non-profit or- 
ganization that undertakes rescue 
and relief activities like first aid-train- 
ing, rehabilitation, critical incidence 
stress debriefing, medical missions 
and outreach projects to those who 
are in need. 

Creating an avenue for the fusion 
of world-class products and services 
for many years, WSI continues to 
dominate the trade scene by staging 
quality expositions for various indus- 
tries in the country. WST's successful 
mun of the Manila Food and Beverage. 
Exposition last summer, which creat- 
ed its own Global Village of food ex- 
perts, distributors, suppliers, and 
franchisers from the Philippines and 
from all over the world, WSI has suc- 
ceeded in marking a stronghold in the 


countrys enterprise arena. As the 
world's different flavors and spices 
took a single serving at Mafbex, WSI's 
thrusf on the food industry was real- 
ized. 

For more inquiries, call WSI at 531- 
6350/74 or 534-3615 or fax 533- 
2026, or e-mail info@worldbex.com. 
“We hope that the 2007 
World Bazaar Festival 
would also become an 
instrument for 
continuous progress 
and prosperity among 
enterprises and inspire 
them to unite for a 


great cause" 


preferred appliance brand.* 


Bar fridge Refrigerator 


Woshing Machine 


Cool gift. 
Warm reception. 


If you're looking for a wedding gift that will have the 
couple remember you warmly for life, get а GE, the ref 
that's built to last and lost ond last. It's America's most 


Buy selected GE products today and get a free stand fan. 


Microwave oven 


GE Consumer & Industrial 
Appliances 


‘Available at leading opplionce stores 
nationwide. 


Official Distributor: CVA Industries, Inc. 
#103 Mercedes Avenue, Brgu Son Miguel, 
Pasig Cty 

‘Showrooms Shangri-La (02 631-8282 e 
Serendra 02) 856-2518 + MC Home Depot 
Fort Bondocio 1021 815-8875 


‘Service Hotline (02) 643-3456 
Natonuide service ond col centers ovolajie. 


“Source Horis Pol, 2007 


Water Dispenser 


‘Per DT-NORPerit No A157 Seres of 2007. 
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Christmas 
is big 
atsM.. . 


From page QI v 
world famous Giant Lantern Festival' on 
Dec.152t7 p.m. 

The festival is now on its 79th year, and 
will feature giant lanterns no less than 18 
feet in diameter, and sparkling with 3,500 
to 5,000 light bulbs each. Expert artisans 
from San Fernando's different barangays- 
Del Pilar, Dolores, Telabastagan, San Juan, 
San Felipe, San Nicolas, Sta. Lucia, and Sto. 
Nifio-will craft the eight giant lanterns. ` 

Spearheaded by the City Government of 
San Fernando, the Ligligan Parul 2007 will 
showcase new lantern designs conceptual- 
ized and crafted by prominent Kapampan- 
gan lantern makers. The giant lanterns will 
be judged according to design, color combi- 
nation, and the interplay of lights and color 
with music. 

The competition will be divided into 
three parts. The first part will be an individ- 
ual practiced display synchronized with 
music chosen by each barangay; the second 
one will be a simultaneous exhibition ‘by 
two groups of five barangays each to music 
chosen by the festival committee. The last 
part will be simultaneous display of all the 
10 competing giant lanterns to music pre- 
selected by the committee. 

San Fernando's lantern tradition is rópt- 
ed from lubenas, a religious activity in Ba- 
color, which began in 1904. It is said that 
the first lantern contest was held in honor 
of President Manuel Quezon and his family 
in the 1930s. Originally fashioned from 
bamboo frames, rice paper and lit by can- 
dles, these have evolved into modern giant 
lanterns using steel frames, bulbs, colored 
plastic, which are run by motors. 

Also not to be missed are the Spectacu- 
lar Fireworks Display at SM City Pampan- 
ga and SM City Clark. Catch these grand 
pyrotechnic shows on Dec. 14, 15, 22, 
and 29! 


А toy-giving project was also launched during 
the Giant Santa unveiling. SM Supermalls 
president Annie Garcia led the symbolic. 
turnover of gifts together with Governor Ed 
Panlilio and City Social Welfare Development 
Head Heidi Patio. 


Candellero Handicrafts, the fiberglass Santa 
figure stands 20 feet tall and 13 feet wide. 


Giant lanterns from eight barangays that are 
no less than 18 feet in diameter and with 
3,500 to 5,000 light bulbs each will compete 
inthis year's Giant Lantern Festival. ` 


a 
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Beauché: A promise of beauty i in just 7 days 


DO YOU WANT A SUPPLER, CLEAR- a ETE IETS 


er, whiter and younger skin in just 7 
days? 

Then try Beauché International's 
remarkable line of skin care prod- 
ucts that promises а “new you" in 
just a week's time. Hypoallergenic, 
its products range from the Skin 
Toner, Beauty Bar Soap, Carrot 
Soap, Papaya Kojic Soap, Anti-mi- 
crobial and Gluta Soap, Clarifying 
Lotion, Exfoliating Cream, Rejuve- 
mating Cream and Age Eraser 
Cream. 

_ Beauché beauty products have 
Been widely acclaimed by men and 
women who have tried them and 
became regular users because of 
the amazing and wonderful results 
ón their complexion. 

Beauché’s satisfied users and pa- 
trons include the flight crews of the 
Philippine Airlines as well as employ- 
ees of respectable banking institu- 
tions, telecommunications compa- 
nies, hotels and resorts, government 
and private employees and endorsed 

“even by dermatologists and medical 
doctors nationwide. 

Beauché International is one of 
the most promising beauty and 
wellness product developers in the 
Philippines today. Из phenomenal 
rise in the skin care industry is 


Formulated and developed by а 
triumvirate of a licensed chemist, а 
pharmacist and a dermatologist in 
2000, Beauché in its first year was in- 
volved and devoted to testing prod- 
uct efficacy on 200 individuals with 
varying problems and skin textures. 
After a substantial degree of ad- 
justments for refinement, Beauché 
ultimately attained perfection in 
2005 and has since then considered 
to source out its raw materials from 
the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Austria, China and the United 
States, aside from the active ingre- 
dients found and produced locally. 
Beauché was coined from the 
name of Conchita “Che” delos 


is to gain a niche in the internation- 
al market The product has gained 
patronage abroad and is widely dis- 
tributed in Hong Kong, Japan, Abu 
Dhabi, Dubai, Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand and the United 
States. 

Indeed, Beauché International 
has taken tremendous leaps in the 
beauty and wellness industry that 
in just a span of five months after its 
establishment, the Bureau of Food 
and Drugs has upgraded its License 
to Operate (LTO) from a cosmetic 
trader to a toll manufacturer of cos- 
metic and non-cosmetic products. 

For inquiries and product orders, 
call 0919-2049404 ог 046- 


sep te an a soe not т 


Fidve Hollywéód: 
They'ré beautiful 
“Everybody's plastic. 
but | love plastic: 

I want to bi plastic. 


„marked by its multi-million manu- Reyes, president and chief execu- 9732241, or visit the showroom at zm М. эй ме мены 

“facturing plant in Dasmariñas, tive officer of this multimillion busi- Amafel Building, Aguinaldo High- эме нене Veni temas t tui al paneas 

Cavite. ness, whose purpose-driven vision way, Dasmariñas, Cavite. рен» 
о pem, pet a Д 


Sharp introduces most mU 
affordable Blu-Ray disc player 


ENJOY THE HIGH DEFINITION 
‘revolution this Christmas with 
Sharp's BD-HP20A Blu-ray Disc 
player, the most affordable 
player in the market with an 
SRP of P44,998. 

{= The BD-HP20A is capable 
"Rl high-definition 1080p video 
(the highest quality video mode 
in the market) for the most pre- 
‘aise and realistic visual experi- 
ence imaginable. It can output 
video signals at 24Hz, the stan- 
dard frame rate for cinema con- 
tent, and upscale ordinary 
DVDs to 1080p via HDMI. 

Hard-core home theater en- 
thusiasts will be glad to know 
the BD-HP20A supports the 
next-generation lossless audio 
codec, Dolby True HD (lossless, 
48 kHz only) for the pristine de- 
livery of multi-channel audi 

The BD-HP20A is also compati- 
ble with Dolby Digital Plus and 

„075 Digital Surround to create 
Van immersive and engaging 
7 Sound stage. 

‘The BD-HP20A boasts of hav- 
ing the quickest start-up from 


standby in 10 seconds among 
all players in the market and is 
the thinnest Blu-ray Disc player 
in its class at 68 mm high. 

Another notable feature of 
the BD-HP20A is the Aquos 

ink, which lets users operate 
the player from a Sharp Aquos 
LCD TV remote controller: 
when it's time to play a disk, the 
input switches automatically to 
the player. Design mavens will 
love the sleek look of the player 
and its piano black finish as 
seen on popular Aquos models. 

The Sharp BD-HP20A is 
available at leading appliance 
stores this Christmas season. 

In a related development, 
Sharp Corp (Japan) recently 
announced its introduction of 
seven new recordable Blu-ray 
Disc players that enable record- 
ing of HDTV content and two 
new Aquos Blu-ray Disc players 
with high-capacity hard drives. 
Sharp is positioning these new 
Blu-ray players to become the 
digital video recorders of the 
215 century. 


Ariston Indesit’s 
“Sweet Christmas deal 


‘THE METRO IS ABUZZ WITH 
activities all in the spirit of giv- 
ing for the coming holidays. 
With everyone busy with 
} their respective office activities 
"апа household preparations for 
‘the holidays, the whole day 
would not be enough to cover 
what needs to be done. The list 
of people we want give gifts to, 
andthe amount of time needed 
"todo our shopping rounds 
*-would be enough to drive us all 
to exhaustion. 
12 Like most people, we want to 
Five the best to our loved ones. 
“The best gifts, the best food on 
iur "Noche Buena” table, in fact 
what we are really aiming for is 
{thie best of what money can buy 
Hand so much more. What better 
S way to give to your family and 
j yourself, as well, than to give an 
$ Ariston appliance. Ariston has 
{been the household name in 
Кау and is synonymous with 
tsBuilt-in cooktops and ovens, 
2 Geestanding cookers and range 
TIhoods, washers and dryers. 
known its for stylish, sleek and 
-*ipulti-funetion line of stainless 
appliances completely built-up 
{isin Italy, Ariston by Indesit offers 
the latest in design and innova- 
"tion. 
For this season, Ariston has 
dome up with an offer that is the 


sweetest deal ever! For every 
purchase of selected items of 
free standing cookers, hobs, 
ovens, washer and dryers, you 
get a free cell phone plus 0-per- 
cent interest deal. Not only are 
you buying a world-class appli- 
ance, you are also buying the 
brand that is preferred by de- 
signers. 

‘The promo period runs from 
Dec. 12to Jan. 31. 

For inquiries, visit or call the 
Ariston Indesit showrooms: 
Serendra (856-2518), Shangri- 
La (631-8282), and at MC 
Home Depot, Fort Bonifacio 
(815-8875). The unique Aris- 
ton cell phone promo is avail- 
able at all leading appliance 
stores nationwide. 

Ariston Indesit cooks up a new 
treat for all its patrons-free cell 
phone for the IE 
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Massai 
Collection 


Péquignet has always been able to har- 
monize the Franche-Comté qualities of 
creativity with fine works of art. All the 
Péquignet creations embody French ele- 
gance with Swiss precision. One of its 
unique collections is the Massai. It is in- 
spired by the Massal community in East 
Africa who are best known for their beau- 
titul beadwork. They are renowned for 
their exemplary jewelry making which 
plays an essential element because body 
‘ornamentation is a significant ingredient 
intheir rich culture. A cross between an 
ethnic item of jewelry and highly seduc- 
tive watch amongst a young and dynamic 
clientele, the Massai collection counts 
amongst its followers women who are 
passionate about freedom. This re- 
strained yet refined watch moulds itself 
onto the wrist, along its gentle, drawn 
curves. The inspired architecture of this 
model plays on shapes without conces- 
sion so as to confirm an ardent attraction, 
to what is beautiful. 


The best gift 


and to share 
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Sorella Collection 


The “top-quality design” of French watchmaking combined with 
"Swiss made" quality has struck a feminine note with its numer- 
ous facets. Unique, a lady has many choices and desires. Ву in- 
venting this principle of interchangeability, Péquignet transcends 
and captures time to achieve absolute infinity of creativity. Hence 
this unique collection of bracelets—Sorella is the answer to all 
spontaneous desires and moods with its unlimited range of ma- 
terials and colors. 
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HP unveils must-have gifts 


IN TIME FOR HOLIDAY SHOPPING, HP HAS 
introduced a range of consumer products- 
from personal, stylish devices that help pro- 
tect and preserve digital memories, to the ul- 
timate in high-definition digital entertain- 
ment notebooks. 

“HP offers stylishly innovative products 
that are at the top of everyone's wish list be- 
cause they enable people to create, share, 
and publish content in the way that they 
want,” said Dette Nacario, personal systems 
group general manager, HP Philippines. 
"Whether it's for work or play, HP offers best- 
in-class solutions for everyone's needs." 

Here's some excellent gift ideas for the 
holiday season from HP: 

HP Pavilion a6000 PC series: Perfect for 
photos, music, videos, and surfing fun! 
Bring home an alluring new HP Pavilion PC 
in sleek designer black (with gorgeous, lu- 
minous azure blue accents), and share stuff 
in a snap with its integrated 15-in-1 Card 
Reader and nifty 2.5іп Pocket Media Drive. 
‘These affordable, attractive PCs deliver all- 
around performance and ease-of-use, all 
wrapped up in stylish designs that are 
packed with intuitive features, smart 
touches, and innovative software sure to 
win everyone's heart. 

HP Pavilion dv2600 series Entertainment 
Notebook PC: For sheer uniqueness, the 
special edition HP Pavilion dv2600 is hard 
to beat. The special “verve” graphic draws 
inspiration from the fluidity of life-all spe- 
cially laser-etched and protected by an in- 
laid molding process. What's more, it is a 
capable 14-in entertainment notebook, let- 
ting you enjoy cinematic DVD movies, elim- 
inate online gaming foes, or burn a unique 
music CD compila- 
tion for friends easi- 
ly And with next 
generation Intel 
Centrino Core 2 
Duo technology, you 


т 


have а powerful wireless computing plat- 
form with performance to spare. Now that’s 
the power to live life with a whole new con- 
fidence. 

HP Pavilion 01000 Entertainment Note- 
book PC: Work and play wherever you go 
‘with the HP Pavilion tx1000 series Entertain 
ment Notebook PC. HP's first ultra-portable 
Pavilion notebook provides a new “twist” én 
mobility with an optional 12. touch 
screen that can be turned 180 degrees and 
flatten into a slate to capture hand-written 
notes and drawings. Listen to your music, 
watch a DVD or live TV, and browse pictures 
with HP QuickPlays quick-launch buttons 
and media controls. Kick back with the con- 
venience of the HP Mini Remote Control that 
is stored in the ExpressCard slot for conve- 
nience. Take in the sounds on the integrated 
panel speakers or plug into the dual head- 
phone jacks. With its smooth, high-gloss 
coating and a unique inlaid pattern, the HP. 
Imprint finish offers style and greater dura- 
bility and improved scratch resistance com- 
pared to traditional painted surfaces. 

HP iPaq 512 Voice Messenger: HP's very 
first Smartphone in the Philippines, the HP 
iPAQ Voice Messenger offers professionals 
powerful, easy-to-use device that combines 
the mobility of a cell phone, the capability 
of a handheld organizer, contact of a push 
e-mail device, and the power of an office 
phone system. Highly mobile and business- 
centric, the HP iPAQ 512 Voice Messenger is 
a compact and power-packed smartphone. 
that allows business customers to stay in 
touch and on top of their day. In addition to 
convenient voice control, it features voice 
over Internet protocol (VoIP) capabilities, 
“push” email and the latest Windows Mo- 
bile 6 operating system. With up to six and 
a half hours of continuous talk time on a 
fully charged battery, the HP iPAQ 512 
Voice Messenger also leads the.competition 
in handheld battery life. 


Oishi Cuckoo Bag 


BELLS ARE RINGING, MISTLETOES ARE 
hung, Christmas trees are laid out; the sea- 
son of Christmas cheer has arrived! It's time 
again for Oishi's annual Cuckoo Bag, a 
Christmas shopper's dream! A colorful bag 


packed with 14 of your favorite Oishi snacks. 
This year's Cuckoo Bag brings Oishi even to 
your workplace with collectibles such as. 
mouse pads, clip stands, picture frames, and 
so much more. This is a delightful gift for ev- 
eryone. Oishi Cuckoo Bags are now available 
in SM Supermarkets, Puregold, Robinsons 
Supermarkets, Landmark, Shopwise, and 
Waltermart, among others for only P90. 


Christmas decors 
you can afford! 


FEEL THE HOLIDAY CHEER 
with warm hues of red, blue 
and green combined with 
touches of gold, metal and sil- 
ver. Deck your homes with 
Christmas colors this season 
with elegant pieces you can af- 
ford. There’s a place where you 
can get the Christmas spirit 
without hurting your budget. 

In Tutuban Mall in Recto, 
Manila, you can find all the 
Christmas decors suited for 
any venue with almost half 
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the price compared to the reg- 
ular malls. Choose among dif- 
ferent colors and height of 
Christmas trees, bells, poin- 
settias, garlands and Christ- 
mas lights. Shopping for 
Christmas decors have never 
been this fun and affordable. 

Here are some stylish Christ- 
mas bargains from Tutuban 
Cluster Building at the Ground 
Floor that you would like to try 
for your own home, restaurant, 
office or venue. 


Ont h galore at Tutuban Mall, Cluster Building, Ground Floor 
nly at the 


THE CHAIN MARTSI 


SUPER VALUE STORES 


АКАТ. 


GARRY 


Theater Dre со. Commerce A. Alabang Tow Center, SUPERMARKET 
‘Nata pts M, Авалу Mtg 
Tes 850-7687 e 609-2208 + Soe Hors 30am - 8:00 pm 


Dec, 2 (Citas Day) Closed e Jn. 1 ew Year's Day) Cased 


та 721-0892 724-1717» Shows дал 0 ра 
Dec 25 ats Day) Ce a1 ew Yers Dj sed 
erac бой Spey 

тане изо, мн Choose your favorite Christmas tree depending on color and size, 
Price ranges from P280 to P13,000 
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Everyone's wish list comes true! 


Theres a new Christmas. №5 not just a holiday. 
IS a way of life. And Robinsons Department 
Store celebrates with lots of love. Everyone 
gets presents: the hottest fashion for women, 
the latest trends for men, the newest 
accessories for kids, the best bargains { 
for home, and so much more. 44 
M 
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} Live it. Love it 
ў Everyone gets to give love this season 
only at Robinsons Department Store. 


Class keeps her at the edge. Sophistication sets her apart. A little holiday gives 
her cheer. Why? Because it's another reason for shopping. This season ushers in 
the finest no less. From every day tops, to best-fit jeans, Robinsons Department 
Store gives her the best. Because this season, we arent just celebrating the 
holiday. Were celebrating women. 


Fre bre spon ий! ion ard 
brome sandals with gld detal 9.75 


" we j Pet 
"0 Company B navy tshirt P349.75, dere pda 67975, 

H arp sorts 495 Sgt mers са leather shes Jack P 000.09, Mmanda Caruso hander set P13975-P21975 Timex Expedition 46581. 
d Vesales 2,200.00, SciyP200000 949000 


The face of the holiday is changing. And so аге men. Metro is the new slick. Mod 
is the new rugged. Style is in. Meet the man of today. Tasteful, different, and 
t BX ee À № open. A little trimming, cologne, and clean socks, Robinsons Department Store 
oa pues ; 3 gives that warm buzz and merry afterglow for todays man and more. 
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Mandarin biach troley with red pochets P1,550.00 


— (E 


лынын 


x b k Fet G! tp wil et Pg. shats 
RAJ пен nech printad tap P379.75 -P399.75 pel podeis 825 


E ь 
Stering Kids - paper dalls, game boards P99.75 


Sapphire CD case (Hert, Apple, uie) Вибе shoes colection Caterina boots P799.75 - P899.75, 
710975 - 211915 ‘Bona flats P649.75 - P699.75, 
Bethea peep-toe wedges P799.75 - P849.75 


Mario U Boro girls’ floral weds fs Breath gif is (white bear with (oral Babies HOT BABE 4-pc playtime set of cap, booties, 
ic los aca = шее 
perfume and powder) P299.75 


quoning it with free бау 


(cular балу, cl ode nd ctn bus Hoo 


E : я 
‘A About Kids tshirt and shorts set 19875 per set Be Active t-shirt 1975 capi jeans P479.75 - P84975 


Arie oniy in selected Robinsons Department Stores 
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Barbie 12-inch Dancing Princesses Vanity set P1,699.75 


Everyone is a kid this season. But more so the twinks and tykes. Toys for the boys, and curls 
for the girls, its a fun mix of wish lists and gifts every child is waiting for. The perfect 
Christmas comes year after year. This time around, Robinsons Department Store makes sure 
its another perfect one for the kids, and the kids at heart. 


ны 


ike Disney Princess slippers 11875 


gum ЕТК НЕЕ 


A reason for the season? Decorations. From frosting, fluffs, and shinies, our homes get 
dressed up in Yuletide glam. You choose the mood. You choose the color. You choose the 
lights. Robinsons Department Store gives you color to glam, frolic to fab, jolly to holy. 
Christmas is, just like our home, what we make of it. 
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Promo Period: October 1, 2007 to January 31, 2008, Per UTHNO Permit No. 3429 Series of 2007 


NE : Robinsons 


Fags sun. » 
Robinsons Mal Waltermart Malls - Nepo Mas - Tutuban Center - Malabon Cüisquar + Metropolis Star Alabang = Festival Mal Alabang - Limketkai all Cagayan De Oro Department Store 
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ligible bachelors and 
bachelorettes in the metro 
evening of infinite possibilities 
} at the recent Pond's - Fete 


d'Amour: The Grandest Set-up 
of Manila's Most Eligible. 


‘This special by-invitation-only assem- 
bly of singles was Pond's Flawless 
White's way of setting the stage for ro- 
mance. Playing the role of love's helping 
hand, Pond's Flawless White recognizes 
the sacred link between the everyday 

j quest for beauty and the life-affirming 
quest for romance. 

‘Mutya Laxa, Unilever's Marketing 
Manager for Skin, explained, "At Pond's, 
we know that beauty is, in fact, the start- 
ing point of romance. If you look at the 
inner workings of a man's mind, attrac- 
tion starts with the physical, then it 
‘moves to intellectual then emotional at- 
traction. We understand the pivotal role 
that beauty plays in finding true ro- 
mance. And we made it our mission at 
Pond's to give the beauty that brings ro- 
mance to a woman's life." 

‘Throughout the evening, hopefuls in 

i love had a ball with the various activities 

; that were pleasantly familiar and excit- 
ing. The lovely Ria Romero received gor- 
geous pink tulips from Manila's Most Eli- 
gible Derrick Santos through Pink n 
Petals, a garden of roses and tulips 
where guests can send blooms to the one 
who caught their eye. Single men ex- 
tended a sweet gesture by sending 
chocolate confections from Sweets For 
My Sweet, a chocolate bar where people 
senta box of sweets for their belles of 
the ball, and statuesque model Patty 
Венка was just giddy when a few boxes 
of sweets came her way. 

Cupids Rissa Mananquil and Paolo 
Trillo flocked to Love Seek, an oracle 
reading corner where soothsayers fore- 
told their love future. Heartbeat was а 
dedication area where singles could. 
dedicate love tunes to be sung by the 
Alafellas. Heart Arrest was a private 


area where would-be couples could Laurel While bound by a pair of 
hand cuffs, twosomes chatted 
about anything and everything un- 
der the evening stars. Pink-a-Drink 


have intimate conversations. 


Among those "Two-gether” were 
were whisked away to an guests Charina Sarte and James 
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The gang's all here at Picture Perfect! 


Luke скайп at Pink n Petals 


PONDS 


King Stehmeier and 
Helena Belmonte at 
Message Send 


| } 


Winners of the Pond's Flawless Match, 
Aaron Litonjua and Tina Perez with 


ee 25 


hosts of the night Tim Yap and Sam Oh 


Wa 


was a pink beverage bar where 
guests could send a drink to the 
ones they were attracted to; while 
Message Send was a message area 


for singles to post little notes to those they } 
secretly admired; and of course, the Pond's; 
Flawless White 7-Day Challenge Center | 
‘was where everyone discovered the way to: 
visibly lightened skin in 7 days. H 

Pond's gave away special awards as well: 
Margot Tan was awarded by Pond's Brand 
Manager Renel Cecilio and Assistant Brand. 
Manager Meryll Yan, the Pond's trip for two! 
to the most romantic city, Paris! Other 
awards included Flawless Match to Tina 
Perez and Aaron Litonjua; and Prettiest in 
Pink award to the gorgeous Mia Ayesa. 

Pond!s, as love's ally, also enlisted ће 
help of cupids to break the ice to awkward 
introductions. Among those hard at play in. 
match-making were Carmina Sanchez and 
Mike Jacob, Anna Palabyab and fiancée 
Raymond Rufino, Divine Lee and Adriano 
Cartuliares, Rissa Mananquil and Paolo 
Trillo, and Pepper Tehankee. 

Pond's also launched its latest ground- 
breaking product during this lovely 
evening. Pond's Flawless White Visibly 
Lightening Day Cream, made with the best 
in skin lightening technology, visibly light- 
ens dark spots and blemishes for clearer, 
more beautiful skin in just 7 days! 

‘Truly one of a kind, this magical evening 
ofintimate conversations and meaningful 
encounters brought back the good old 
deeds of romantic gestures. As Pond's Fete 
d'Amour proves, chivalry in this day and 
age is still very much alive! 


Ропа Brand Manager 
Renel Cecilio, winner of the 
=y Tip to Paris Margot Tan and 
“EY ponds Assistant Brand 


Akafellas sing special dedications at Heartbeat Manager Meryll Yan 
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What attracts you to a woman? 


PONDS 1M 


pawos, К 


5 POL 
panos, P 


"A pretty and sexy girl with nice skin. She 
should have smooth clean skin." - 
Matteo Guidicelli, racing champion 


"Simplicity with a great 
mind and attitude." - 
lan Palabyab, student 


Ч go for mestizas, so always look for 


Rey Joson, windsurfing 
champion/model/student 
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flawless white complexion." - 


friendly." - Adriano 
Cartuliares, model 


"1ке women with a 


natural and radiant. 


personality. It's 
important that 


they're confident and 


fun to be with."- 
Mike Jacob, 
businessman 


"Its how she all com 
together - personali 
appeal, looks, aura, 
intelligence, attitude - just 
take my fiancée Anna as an 


alot" - Raymond Rufino, 


"Awomaris 
smile attracts. 
me the most. It 
and adds 
vibrancy to her 
beauty." - 
Marco Morales, 


stand on her own yet has enough vulnerability to 
be with someone. Looks is like the icing on a cake 
toa great personality." - Carlos Concepcion, nis 
singer/Showboys "Im attracted to women with a subtle 
confidence - knowing she has a lot to offer 
butis nota show off. Looking good 
definitely helps that confidence, making it 
с seem effortless. You can spot that from 
PONDS — afarandit only gets better as you get 
1 dloser:"- Sanjay Chandunal, model 
"Mfind a woman who 
hasa big appetite 
and who can be 
aloof sometimes 
attractive. Great 
appearance makes 
her stand out and 
shows that she 
knows how to take 
care of herself. - 
Joseph Salomon, 
singer/Showboys 
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; "Sweet smell, sweet 
smile, sweet 
personality. And 
smooth fair skin 
would be sweet!" - 


Carlo Adorador, 
madallathlate 
H 
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Pond's Flawless White™ Visibly Lightening Day Cream 


\ 


7 


Pond's Flawless White™ Visibly Lightening Day Cream is specially 
formulated for Asian skin to visibly lighten dark spots and 
blemishes in just 7 days! 


Pond's Flawless White’s 7 Day Promise 


ond's continues in its mission to innovate with 
Р ts breakthrough technology and products to 

meet the woman's quest for ideal beauty. As the 
pioneer in skin lightening, it continues to offer prod- 
ucts of the highest caliber. 


After three years of research and testing at the Pond's Institute, 
the number one brand in the Philippines for skin lightening proud- 
ly introduces Pond's Flawless White Visibly Lightening Day Cream. 
tis specially formulated for Asian skin and visibly lightens and re- 
duces dark spots and blemishes in just 7 days. 

What sets Pond's Flawless White apart? Its specialized VAO-B3 
complex - the new Vitamin E, Allantoin, and optics powdered ВЗ 

VAO-B3's building blocks are: Vitamin E, a potent fat-soluble 
typically found in nuts, olives, derived oils, and corn that delivers 
anti-oxidant benefits and effectively fights UV induced pigmenta- 
tion; Allantoin, a bioactive soothing agent that boosts skin renew- 
al for optimal skin radiance and provides protection from the sun's 
UV rays; Optics System, a breakthrough system that delivers 
brightening and evening-out effects that instantly makes skin look 
naturally radiant; and Vitamin B3, a key ingredient in Pond's skin 
lightening technology that compacts and prevents the migration 
of melanin from the lower to the upper layers of the skin, thus de- 
livering visibly lighter skin. Also known as Niacinamide, this in- 
gredient was first discovered and patented by Unilever for the 
Asian consumer. All four ingredients combine to deliver the best in 
skin lightening treatment. 

Michael Cheney, the Pond's Institute's Global Director for Skin 
care, speaks of this revolutionary product and explains, "Our revo- 
lutionary Vitamin B3 technology controls and improves skin pig- 
mentation caused by melanin deep within the skin; giving you 
lighter, more radiant looking skin. Also, VAO-B3 works on all lay- 
ers of the skin. Hence, it can deliver visible results in just 7 days." 

The Pond's Flawless White Day Cream can deliver the 7-day 
promise of brighter skin and reduced dark spots and blemishes on 
its own. But for that beautiful glow and a whitening boost, use it 
together with the whole Pond's Flawless White range: Pond's 
Flawless White Deep Whitening Facial Foam, Pond's Flawless 
White Re-Brightening Night Treatment, Pond's Flawless White Vis- 
ibly Lightening Daily Lotion, Pond's Flawless White Anti-Spot In- 
tensive Whitening Serum, Pond's Flawless White Light Infusing 
Under-Eye Cream, Pond's Flawless White Vitamin Soak Lighten- 
ing, and Pond's Flawless White Perfect Finish 2-Way Foundation 
Powder. 

Take the 7-day promise of beauty with Pond's Flawless White. 


With Pond's Flawless WhiteTM, lightened 
skin can be yours іп just 7 days. 


Pond's Institute's Global Director for Skin 
Care Michael Cheney 
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Pondssisall about bringing romance into your life through beautiful skin 


The Pond's Flawless WhiteTM Range 
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Romance is in the air і 


At the recent Pond's Fete d'Amour, The Grandest Set-Up of Mani- 
la's Most Eligible-a unique cocktail event-gathered Manila's most 
dashing and eligible singles. Undeniably, beauty and romance 
filled che air. 

The Peninsula Manila's Rigodon Ballroom was decked with 
dainty pink and white blooms-a perfect setting for the desirable 
bachelors and bachelorettes. This posh by-invitation-only get-to- 
gether hosted by Pond, the leading name in skin lightening, had 
that certain je ne sais quoi to keep people reminiscing that en- 
chanted eve of meaningful encounters. 

Of course, it was also an evening of stimulating conversations 
and good fun. Among those having a great time were Bossa Nova 
princess Sitti, accessories designer Happy David, stylephiles 
Peaches Aberin, Dawn Balagot, Michelle Pamintuan, Abba Napa, 
the Kitty Girls, Helena Belmonte, design mavens Mich Dulce and 
Kate Torralba, Lala Sotto, Gem Padilla, Patty Века, Cacay Moras, 
acclaimed actress Pinky Amador and race car sensation Gaby dela 
Merced, The guys were in full force, too -- Bruno Folster, Matteo 
Guidicelli, Francis Flores, actor and host JM Rodriguez, Model 
Sanjay Chandumal, Ricky Delgado, debonairs Santi Picornell, 
Luke Jickain, King Stehmeier and so much more. 

Indeed it was a rare gathering of Manila's A-list bachelors and 
bachelorettes-a good brew of romance, scintillating talk, good fun 
and chic ambiance. Couldn't get any better than that. Pond's Fete 
d'Amour proved that good old-fashioned romance is the best time 
barrier. 


‘Assistant Brand Manager Meryll Yan and Unilever Chairman Sanjiv Mehta 
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в Raymond Rufino, Anna Palabyab, Carmina Sanchez, Pepper Teehankee, Rissa Mananquil, Paolo Trilo, Divine Lee 
and Adriano Cartuliares 


= А 
Melissa Fernandez, Peaches Aberin 


and Mon Osmena 


Amanda Nograles and Happy David Derrick Santos 


and Ria Romero 


Apples Aberin-Sadhwani Marcus Fernandes and 


Hillary Choo Usuli 


Alia Nahas and Leiko 
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hos: 


Pond's Assistant Brand Manager Meryll Yan, Unilever Marketing 
Manager for Skin Mutya Laxa and Pond's Brand Manager Renel 
Cecilio 


Ogillvy & Mather Global Pond's VP Richard Clegg and Unilever Global 


Marketing Director for Pond's David Steele 


wuz UN FONDS PONDS 
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Nino Barbers, Michelle Pamintuan and Carlo Trillo 


‘Angela Reyes, Sophie Dor 
and Trina Martinez 


Chris Badiola, Gem Padilla, Ernie 
Nepomuceno, Joanne Duque, Malu Carlos, 
Dina and Neil Salang 


Unilever Phils Managing Director for Home Care, Skin & Deos Dondi 
‘Gomez and Francis Flores 


Kitty Girls Veronica Scott, Nicole Deen, Ayanna Oliva and Jocelyn 
Oxlave flank Mega World's К 


Dioselle Ching, Marco Danga, Dianne Tan, Luigi Guerrero and 
Simoun Ferrer. 


DS, PONDS: 
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Unilever's Ernest Acar, Michelle Sta, Catalina and Jeremiah Ty and 
троп 


Christine San Diego, Martin 
Arnaldo, Pinky Amador 
and Xavier Btesh 


James Cassels, Patty Betita, Kim Simon Askjer and 
Park and Ron Svenson Kirby Basken 
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Lala Sotto 
and Mich Dulce 


Divine Lee, Charina Sarte 
and Tracy Eboy Cruz 
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‘Tessa Prieto-Valdes 


At the 7-Day Challenge Center set up dur- 

ing the Pond's Féte d'Amour: The Grandest 
Set-up of Manila's Most Eligible, Pond's 
beauty experts helped assess the current 
conditions and needs of the skin. The 
Pond's Flawless White center featured a 
Skin Fairness device that shows proof of 
Pond's Flawless White's efficacy. 

Assisted by beauty experts, the fashion- 
able Alyanna Martinez, [Opera Restaurant's 
Abba Napa, interior designer and stylestar 
Tessa Prieto-Valdes and Mega Publishing 
Group's Lorraine Belmonte, fashionistas had 
their skin tone measured before and after ap- 
plication of Pond’s Flawless White. 

Guests also saw the instant improvement 
in their skin tone. So they were definitely ea- 
ger to take home new Pond's Flawless White. 

Ропа Brand Manager Renel Cecilio ex- 
plained, “The Pond's Flawless White new 
breakthrough VAO-B3 is designed for maxi- 
mum skin lightening performance. In clinical 
studies, 9 out of 10 women showed positive 
skin lightening effect in just 7 days.” 

A Я Watch out for the Pond's Flawless White 
— 2 : №; 7% 7-Day Challenge Center coming soon to a 
È Dd SS mall near you and discover the way to visi- 
(px bly lightened skin in just 7 days. 


3 


e 


4 2966: 
di 


e 


flawless white" 


Ай it takes is 7 days. 


Inttoducing Pond's Flawless White, our best whitening cream 

AE sibly lightens skin and reduces dark s 

Just? days. in fact: 92% of women tested’ showed postive resylts 
atier? days of use. 


Ой secret? s tamin E, Allantoin and 
Optics powered Niacinamide B`) that actualh п 
dark spots t 
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ne Ultimate in 
Viewing Experience 


AMSUNG Electronics has al- workofartthatcombinestheshadesofbriliant Enjoy the Samsung 
ways been passionate about en- flower petals, the glorious intricacies of preci ‘SlimFit aves brilliant. 
riching consumers’ lifestyles sion engineering, the grand sounds of a music display of colors. 

through its superb and unparalleled hal and the luxurious black gloss ofa grand pi- 

technology. This year, Samsung does 270. з 

itonce again through a new and excit- With its stim design and premium high gloss 

ing line-up worthy of being dubbed the ack colour finish, the elegant and space sav- 

ultimate in viewing experience! ing SlimFit TV is designed to integrate harmo- 

Samsung has enjoyed supremacy in the HD ‘THE ULTIMATE/T2 
market, and has further explored its great po- 
tentials by taking initiatives to cultivate and ex- 
pand the market for its range of HD products. 
Latest statistics for Southeast Asia and Ocea- 
nia have pointed to Samsung taking the lead- 
ing position in LCD and flat-panel TVs in the 
second half of 2006 both in terms of value and 
units. Flat-panel TVs include LCD and plasma 
TVs, which are the two key TV categories that 
offer HD. 

To achieve even greater heights, Samsung 
provides the needs of the premium high end 
market with products combining innovative. 
technology and stylish design, while ensuring 
the benefits of its innovations can be enjoyed 
by all with its comprehensive range of prod- 
ucts catering to different consumer budgets 
‘One such focus product is the SlimFitTM TV 
series, the new industry standard in CRT TV 
that boasts a form factor up to 30% slimmer 
than its usual counterparts while providing 
superior picture definition. 

‘Samsung's premium 257 or SlimFit TV 
comes in a classy design that is close to опе- 
third thinner than traditional CRT TVs. It features 
the nano pigment 1080i/480p HD picture tube to 
give more natural and vivid picture quality. Itis a 


SAMSUNG SlimFit TV comes in a classy 
design that is close to one-third thinner than 


5 INY 


LET the sleek and stylish Samsung SlimFit TV 
upgrade your space. 


imagine TV Reborn to give you the luxury of space 


Imagine kom ios greatest insprations, comes the impressive addition о the SimF” series. A TV reborn fiom shades 
of briant tower petas, precision engineering in als glorious intricacies, the grand sounds of a music hali and the 
glossy finish of а grand pieno. The wards fest TV made of revolutionary compact Cathode Ray Tube components 
simmer than your usual CRT televisions, the Ет TV 257 fits into апу corner, and your stylish Me beautiuly. 
Alíordabity has not seen such kourious design, and technology has never been so wel-paired with aesthetics. 
We don't see it as any mere TV sel, and you won't either. With SimFi” TV 257, its not that hard to imagine. 


Sine TV 757 


ТИК 
IDEAL for the aesthetically minded who are Samsung Customer Contact Comer TOLL FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG tor PLDT or 1-200-3SAMSUNG for Digitel. «7? 
conscious of the spatial limitations of modern 


www.samsung.com/ph 
living, the Samsung SlimFit TV maximizes 

space and optimizes the harmony of your hatte tt ant 

home 
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NP for Consumer Electronics for Samsung Philippines Dong Ha Jang 


‘Samsung Electronics, a leading provider of 
séonsumer electronics, recently launched the 
F8 Full HD LCD TV and P2, $5, and T10 wire- 
Jess Mp3 players in an intimate get-together at 
‘the Presidential Suite of the Manila Peninsula 
‘Hotel hosted by Samsung's Vice Presient'for 
Consumer Electronics Dong Ha Jang, Sam- 
sung General Manager Jerry Lacson, Product 
Management Group Head Dino Obias, Gad- 
gets Product Manager Arnold Manabat, and 
CTV Product Manager for Samsung Philip- 
pines Roma Ramirez 

Known for creating а wide range of prod- 
ucts that satisfy consumer needs with the righ 
balance of stylish designs, form factors, and 
the latest technological features, Samsung 
Electronics has continously designed technol- 
ogy to fit consumer's lifestyles. 

The launch kicked off witha briefing from the 
CTV Product Manager for Samsung Philippines 
Roma Ramirez and the Gadgets Product Man- 
ager for Samsung Philippines Arnold Manabat. 
‘Thay revealed what was in store for the quests 
that day, hyping up evoyone's excitement. An 
audio-visual presentation oriented the guests 
with the new Samsung products. The wonder- 
fully created AVP enriched the knowledge and 
appreciation of the guests for the new Samsung 
products. The quests were then toured around 
the suite which was transformed into a cozy 
lounge and exhibit area. 

In the first room, there was a demonstration. 
of the FB LCD TV. A model showed off the Xbox 


‘Samsung 
Obias 
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Marketing Gen. Manager for Samsung 
Group Head for Samsung Philippines Dino О! 


Samsung YP-T10 features full functionality in a super slim and light 


player 


ines Dong Ha Jang, Arnold Manabat, Roma Ramirez, Jerry Lacson, and Dino 
pi g 


Imagine Звания IT 


From page T4 


YP-5: imagine Mp3freedom Share a Soundtrack 

The follow-up to last year's groundbreaking 
YP-K5, Samsung's new YP-S5 offers the same 
riusical freedom ina slim- 
ther, sleeker and more com- 
fact form. The portable 14.95 
mm slim player hides at- 
‘tached stereo speakers 
whenever you want to share 
your music experience with 
others. Boasting 1.5W stereo 
сири, these speakers can fill 
your room with your favorite 
‘tines, or use the bundled ca- 
bje to turn your laptop or any 
audio input into great big 
public sound. Or for a more 
private experience, use Sam- 
sung's EP-150 earphones for 
bass enhancement or Blue- 
tooth's wireless stereo head- 
sets for wireless enjoyment. 
Whether it's music for one or music for all the 
$5 delivers. 

Bluetooth also connects to your Bluetooth- 
enabled mobile phone, turning your YP-85 into 
a hands-free speakerphone. Never miss a call 
while listening to music because your player will 
notify you of any incoming calls, which you can 
accept on your Bluetooth headsets or through 


Optfor the 
sleekand 
sophisticated 
Samsung YP- 
S5 available in 
black and 
white. 


а. 


Tus 


SAMSUNG ҮР.55 boasts I.5W stereo 
output, these speakers can fill your room 
with your favorite tunes. 


ply make the call from your YP-S5, 

The YP-S5, available їп black and white ver- 
sions, s a full-featured device. The 1.8° TFT dis- 
play showcases your favorite photos, videos, e- 
books and flash games. Record memos on the 
voice recorder, listen to FM radio or download 
your favorite songs in mp3, WMA and AAC au- 
dio formats. With 2G, 4G and 8GB, you can have 
itall with the YP-S5. Firmware upgrades are 
available at wwwcsamsungplay.com, 

The YP-S6's built-in alarm greets 
you in the morning with your favorite 
song choices or FM radio. The alarm 
works no matter what you're doing - 
whether you're listening to music, us- 
ing the radio, or watching video even if 
your YP-S5 is turned off. 

With 24 hours of playtime with ear- 
phones and 5 hours withthe slide-out 
speakers, there is a lot of time to share 
your favorite music with your loved 
ones. 


SAWSUNT 
ilippines Jerry Lacson and Product Management 


; 8, 


е ese 


red 


eim 


as CTV Product Manager for Samsung Philip- 
pines Roma Ramirez explained more of the 
product's features. Dubbed as the Peony, the FB. 
LGD TV captures the fullest image details to de- 
liver the ultimate viewing experience. In the sec- 
ond room, Gadgets Product Manager for Sam- 
sung Philippines Arnold Manabat demonstrated 
how the S5 mp3 player can sync to a mobile 
phone. This allows you the convenlence of an- 
‘swering your calls while listening to your fa- 
vorite tunes. Samsung's Mp3 players combine 
form and function in its small and stylish pack- 
age. Itoffers a multitude of functions aside from 
being your typical Mp3 player. 

The launch of the Samsung F8 Full HD LCD 
TV and P2, $5, and T10 wireless Mp3 players 
was another successful endeavor as the 
guests were able to experience Sasmung's 
sights, sounds, sensibilities and more. 


r s. 


pee 


Asuccessor of the ҮР-К5, the 
Samsung ҮР-55 offers the same 
musical freedom in a slimmer, 


sleeker, and more compact form. and stylish Samsung HD TVs 
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Gadgets Product manager for Samsung 
Philippines Arnold Manabat and CTV 
Product Manager for Samsung Philippines 
Roma Ramirez 


Samsung YP-P2 is 
equipped with the 


screen 


The Samsung YP- 
TIO wireless Mp3 
player offers 
ultimate. 
convenience and 
functionality 


The New Samsung ЕВ Full HD LCD TV or Peony is the epitome of high-quality 


Aslice of music 
entertainment 
at only 7.9 mm 
slim and 43 
grams, the 
Samsung YP- 
TIO comes fully 
loaded with 
the latest 
multimedia. 
functionsin 5 
yummy 
colours, 


mm slim and 43 grams, the YP-T10 comes fully 
loaded with the latest multimedia functions such 
as a music player, FM radio, photo album, video 
player, voice recorder, text reader and game 
player (firmware upgrade available at www.sam- 
sung.com) in one. Store all your files directly 
onto your YP-T10; with 2GB, 4GB and 8GB ver- 
sions available in 5 yummy colours, It also al- 
lows you 30 hours of earphone playback and 4 
hours of speaker playback before your next bat- 
tery recharge. 
The superior quality 2" screen 
plays your video in crystal clear QV- 
GA resolution while DNSe 2.0 
pumps out powerful sound that you 
can enjoy solo or with a friend. A. 
feast for the eyes and the ears, the 
YP-TIO is a mini-theatre for your 
palm. For screenings witha friend, 
Bluetooth 1:2 support enables you 
to connect 2 wireless stereo head- 
sets for double the pleasure, 
‘fun character animation GUL 
gives a new iook to the menu navi- 


table, or shelf. 


The Ultimate . 


The slender depth of the Samsung 
SlimFit TV enables it to fit wherever you 
want to putit whether it's on the desl, 


ТЕЛЕН From page TI! 


niously into your liv- 
ing style. ts slender 
depth enables it to fit 
wherever you want to 
put it. Whether it's on 
the desk, table, or 
shelf, itcan enable 
you to transform your 
life. Ideal for the aes- 
thetically minded who 
are conscious of the 
spatial limitations of 
modern living, it max- 
imises space and op- 
timizes the harmony 
of your home, 

Dong Ha Jang, 
Samsung Philip- 
pines’ Vice-President 
for Consumer Elec- 
tronics notes, 'Sam- 
sung is passionate 
about leveraging our 
innovations in tech- 
nology and design to 
enhance consumers’ 
lifestyles. We will de- 
liver to consumers 
TVs with rich 
colours, sharp pic- 
tures, advanced fea- 


your YP-S5's built-in speakers. Your music, 
"which will temporarily pause while you con- 
verse, will start up again as soon as you end 
‘your call. Have to make a call? There's no need 
to fish your mobile phone out of your bag. Sim- 


YP-T10 : imagine Your Digital Friend 

The perfect blend of technology and 
style, the YP-T10 features full function- 
ality in a super slim and light player. A 
slice of music entertainment at only 7.9 Samsung YP-THO. Player. 


Using animated 
line drawings, the 
amusing GUI is 
one of the unique. 
features of the 


gation of your mp3 player. Using an- 
imated line drawings, the amusing 
GUI is one of the unique looks you 
can choose for your multimedia 


tures and superior, 
timeless design." 
Surely, you can't go 
wrong with the Sam- 
sung SlimFit TV. 


The Samsung SlimFit TV is the 
vanguard of electronic art. 
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SAMSUNG PEONY comes in an elegantly styled glossy 
black units that boast soft, understated lines touched off 
with Samsung's signature crystal clear glass trim, icy-blue 
lighting and unique side switches. 


sual 


"scie, 


Samsung Peony creates 
a stylish and chic vibe to 
any space, 


Entertainment to Anot 


ig 


j 


YOU CANT go wrong with Samsung's 
patented super clear LCD panel technology. 


The Samsung Peony comes with three 
conveniently located HDMI inputs that 
allow users to connect their latest HD 
components, such as Blu-ray players, game 
consoles and HD camcorders. 


TELEVISION lovers will surely love the Samsung Peony. The Samsung Peony features two additional 


built-in sub-woofers that drive more power 


MANY Filipinos are certified TV buffs who 
tend to glue themselves in front of their 
trusty television when they get home 
from work or on weekends - watching 
one show after another, or treating them- 
selves to a movie marathon of their fa- 
vorite flicks 

Samsung, the leader in the LCD TV 
market, gives TV aficionados new visual 
eye candy as it recently launched the 
Samsung F8 LCD TV. Incorporating a 
dazzling array of new technologies and 
features, the FB captures the fullest de- 


"alls from action-packed movie block- 
busters and fast-paced sporting events to 
deliver the ultimate viewing experience. 
"The FB is the very epitome of Sam- 
sung's technological leadership in HD 
TVs, and we hope Из launch will help in- 
troduce consumers to the wonders of 
Full HD. Samsung will continue to dedi- 
cate ourselves to enhancing consumers’ 
lifestyles with our leading edge technolo- 
gy, content and design innovation,” says 
Mr. Dong Ha Jang, Samsung Philippines’ 
Vice-President for Consumer Electronics. 


The model (40/46'/52") features 
100Hz MotionPLUS technology, which 
eliminates blurring in fast-paced on- 
Screen movements. Advanced algo- 
rithms in Samsung's new 100Hz Motion- 
PLUS processor creates а middle frame 
between image movements by intelli- 
gently anticipating the action, offering 
more natural and smoother images. With 
Samsung's patented super clear LCD 
panel technology and Full HD 1080p, the 
ЕВ delivers blacker blacks and a high dy- 
namic contrast ratio of 25,000:1, at reso- 


into the stereo. 


lutions nearly two times sharper than 
conventional HD TVs. 

The sophisticated and classy F8 comes 
in an elegantly styled glossy black units 
that boast soft, understated lines touched 
off with Samsung's signature crystal 
clear glass trim, icy-blue lighting and 
unique side switches. 

Equipped with Wide Color Enhancer, 
the FB can create a wider range of colors 
to make traditionally weak colors like 
green and blue look deeper and clearer. 
For movie buffs and gamers, the FB fea- 


tures two additional built-in sub-woofers. 
that drive more power into the lower fre- 
quencies of the 2.2 channel stereo, while 
Samsung's Game Mode deepens the 
units' rich bass, sharpens images and 
provides richer colors. 

‘The F8 comes with three conveniently 
located HDMI inputs that allow users to 
connect their latest HD components, such 
as Blu-ray players, game consoles and HD 
camcorders. Its new WiselinkTM USB 2.0 
feature also enables handy connections 
with digital cameras and MP3 players. 
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SAMSUNG PEONY comes in an elegantly styled glossy 
black units that boast soft, understated lines touched off 
with Samsung's signature crystal clear glass trim, icy-blue 


lighting and unique side switches. 


Entertainment to An 


‘Samsung Peony creates 
astylish and chic vibe to 
any space. 
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YOU CANT go wrong with Samsung's 
patented super clear LCD panel technology. 


— 


The Samsung Peony comes with three. 
conveniently located HDMI inputs that 
allow users to connect their latest HD 
components, such as Blu-ray players, game 


consoles and HD camcorders. The Samsung Peony features two additional. 


TELEVISION lovers will surely love the Samsung Peony. 


bui 


MANY Filipinos are certified TV butfs who tails from action-packed movie block- 


tend to glue themselves in front of their 
trusty television when they get home 
from work or on weekends - watching 
‘one show after another, or treating them- 
selves to a movie marathon of their fa- 
vorite flicks. 

Samsung, the leader in the LCD TV 
market, gives TV aficionados new visual 
eye candy as it recently launched the 
Samsung F8 LCD TV. Incorporating a 
dazzling array of new technologies and 
features, the F8 captures the fullest de- 


busters and fast-paced sporting events to 
deliver the ultimate viewing experience 
"The F8 is the very epitome of Sam- 
sung's technological leadership in HD 
TVs, and we hope its launch will help in- 
troduce consumers to the wonders of 
Full HD. Samsung will continue to dedi- 
cate ourselves to enhancing consumers" 
lifestyles with our leading edge technolo- 
Gy, content and design innovation, says 
Mr. Dong Ha Jang, Samsung Philippines" 
Vice-President for Consumer Electronics. 


The model (401461527) features 
100Н2 MotionPLUS technology, which 
eliminates blurring in fast-paced on- 
screen movements. Advanced algo- 
rithms in Samsung's new 100Hz Motion- 
PLUS processor creates a middle frame 
between image movements by intelli 
gently anticipating the action, offering 
more natural and smoother images. With 
Samsung's patented super clear LCD 
panel technology and Full HD 1080p, the 
ЕВ delivers blacker blacks and a high dy- 
namic contrast ratio of 25,000:1, at reso- 


sub-woofers that drive more power 


into the stereo. 


lutions nearly two times sharper than 
conventional HD TVs. 

The sophisticated and classy FB comes 
in an elegantly styled glossy black units 
that boast soft, understated lines touched 
off with Samsung's signature crystal 
clear glass trim, icy-blue lighting and 
unique side switches. 

Equipped with Wide Color Enhancer, 
the FB can create a wider range of colors 
to make traditionally weak colors lke 
green and blue look deeper and clearer. 
For movie buffs and gamers, the FB fea- 


tures two additional built-in sub-woofers- 
that drive more power into the lower fre- 
quencies of the 2.2 channel stereo, while 
Samsung's Game Mode deepens the 
units’ rich bass, sharpens images and 
provides richer colors. 

The Р8 comes with three conveniently 
located HDMI inputs that allow users to 
connect their latest HD components, such 
as Blu-ray players, game consoles and HD - 
camcorders. Its new WiselinkTM USB 2.0 
feature also enables handy connections 
with digital cameras and MP3 players. 
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Imagine wireless sound ве она 


Experience the freedom allowed by the Samsung wireless Mp3 players. 


With Bluetooth 1:2 support, 
listen to your tunes with по 
strings attached. 


SAMSUNG Electronics strikes the perfect note 
again as it recently launched their state of the 
art, cutting edge, and features-packed mp3 
players. "Samsung's МРЗ players offer con- 
sumers a superior experience, thanks to un- 
surpassed levels of sound quality as well as 
enhanced design and user-based features,” 
says Mr. Spencer Shim, Samsung Philippines’ 
President & CEO. 

Music for all tastes, the new Samsung multi- 
media devices, the Samsung YP-P2, YP-S5, and 
YP-T10, make up a trio of the most stylish de- 
vices that excel in design, video, sound and con- 
nectivity options. Featuring high performance. 
video, Samsung's new mp3 players boast larger. 
screens with improved resolution. 

Sound purists will appreciate the high quality 
acoustics created by Samsung's proprietary 
sound technology, Digital Natural.Sound engine 


groove with your friends using the side-out 


players. it's not that hard to imagine. To 


n more, vi 


imagine freedom from wires 


Imagine how Bluetooth wireless technology can take you beyond the confines of wires to a limitless new world of 


music possibilities. Let the music flow with a Samsung Bluetooth headset (YA-BH 270) or Bluetooth speaker 

BS 300) and our three new wireless МРЗ players. Immerse yourself in the lush 3” widescreen of the P2, 
peaker of the 55 or kick back with the T10 and its fun graphic 
interlace, The freedom to revel in your music with no strings attached. With the new Samsung Bluetooth МРЗ 


it www.samsung.com/bluetoothMP3. 


Foryour convenience, dedicated tactile hot 
keys for volume and play are placed on the 
side, maintaining the immaculate and sleek 
surface for the screen. 


(DNSe 2.0), included inside Samsung's mp3 
players. With the aim of restoring the best sonic 
experience to the end user, DNSe 2.0 is a con- 
sistent recipient of high accolades by sound 
professionals. It reproduces the "genuine" stereo 
and deep bass sounds intended by the music 
content creators, that can be easily experienced 
when using bass-enhanced EP-150 earphones 
or through YP-S5's built-in hide-away speakers, 
Which despite the miniature size pump out pow- 
erful music that can be enjoyed by everyone 
around you. 

Ali this improved technology has been fitted 
into slimmer and sleeker forms that add a visual 
and tactile pleasure to the audio experience. Mil- 
limeters have been shaved off to create players 
that offer a better grip in the hand, while easily 
slipping into pockets and purses. In addition to 
the outer appearance, the internal navigation of 
the mp3 players has vastly improved. Groovy 
icons and graphic images guide the user 
through the mobile's functions; or for a cus- 
tomized look, users can choose their favorite 
photos or images as a background of the mo- 
biles menu. And fora little frivolity in the UI, the 
YP-10 offers a cartoon stop-motion animation 
with an endearing puppy, adding humor and fun 
to your navigation. 

All enhanced with Bluetooth technology, all 
three mp3 players offer great connectivity op- 
tions to stereo headsets (with remote control 
functions) and portable speakers. Bluetooth 
simplifies file transfers, and even connects to 
your mobile phone*. With Bluetooth’s hands- 
free profile, you'll never miss a call while you're 
listening to your music. You can also use your 
Bluetooth headset or speakers to carry on your 
conversations without ever touching your mo~, 
bile phone. ч 


‘Samsung YP-P2 showcases ап expansive 3" 
widescreen and 35 hours of music playback 
and 5 hours of movie play. 


YP-P2 : imagine the power of touch 

Only 9.9 mm slim, the YP-P2 showcases an 
expansive 3' widescreen for your viewing plea- 
sure, Easy on the eyes, the high resolution 
screen displays 30 frames per second in DVD 
movie format 16:9 screen ratio for seamless 
steady video playback. 

The large screen also features Samsung's 
most intuitive, innovative and user-friendly 
touch screen. The transparent emotional GUI al-' 
lows you to select the background image for the + 
navigation menus. The touch screen reacts to 
your gestures using EmoTure 
that goes beyond just merely tapping your se- 
lections. Icons will dance across the screen as 
you glide your finger up, down and across the 
screen, so that the mobile scrolls through the 
menu icons like a rolodex. For your conve- 
nience, dedicated tactile hot keys for volume and 
play are placed on the side, maintaining theim- . 
 maculate and sleek surface for the screen. 

DNSe 2.0 turns the YP-P2 into a concert hall 
and personal theatre, offering the best music ex- 
perience that you can enjoy on Bluetooth's wire- 
less speakers. With Bluetooth 1:2 support, you 
can watch a movie or listen to music with a 
friend using Bluetooth headsets, no strings at- 
tached. With 35 hours of music playback and 5 
hours of movie playback, you have all the time in 
the world before your next battery recharge. 

‘Available with 2, 4, and 8GB NAND flash 
memory, the multi-functional YP-P2 is compati- 
ble with a variety of file types for music, photo, 
video, and text media. In addition, the YP-P2 is 
equipped with a built-in FM receiver. 
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Guaranteed 5 Winners of a shopping 
spree for Metrobank cardholders! 


P3,991.67/mo, P4,575/mo, P4,581.67/mo. 
E SAMSUNG SAMSUNG PHILIPS 
3,888.78/mo. LA 32581 LA32R81 Be me 00 
3 DAY SPECIAL ONLY SHARP LC-376X6M Bn 327 LCD TV 32° LCD TV 32" LCD TV 
December 14,15 & 16 See Р, 80001 Contrast ratio M pray 
P69,998 FREE Home Theater 5900 ADD PS DOO ora HEED w/ P2,000 Product Discount 
P54,900 P54,980 
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ADD he og EC SMECNSSO DN MO ü Kenon Speaker КР18 + AV Link DVD. Kenon Speaker KF18 + AV Link DVD 

P57,998 ‘or Shure earphone E2C Ш Ог Shure earphone Е2С 


P59,990 


bal — 


P3,541.25/mo. P9,158.33/mo. P9,166.58/mo. P7,082. D 


SONY SAMSUNG LG : 
KLV 32V300A ШШ зиз | LA as 42LC4R 6 SONY — SONY 
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8,0001 Contrast Ratio 3.0004 Contrast Ratio FREE HT-3525D con Т 46 сот 
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Р; 
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Jvc SAMSUNG PACA SONY KV-SZ292N60 

AV-29BA16 29" Flat TV. АУ Multi-system. Me 29 Н 
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tereo syser аа 


Closed Сар! with FREE TV Rack E Rack TV Rack 
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Hassle-free Holiday Shopping only at Abenson 
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Gifts Below? 1,000 


ith buil Digital Video Recorder (DVR) 


"WI 
can pause, rewind and play your favorite 


TIME SHIFT 


Don't miss any scene. Automatically record the live TV programs you want. 
MANUAL RECORDING 


Record your favorite program daily and weekly with one simple setting. 
ONE TOUCH RECORDING 


Record TV programs easily and quickly with one click. 


, MINI FAN 


HANAGSHUTEIQUEAN 


GADGETS 
£- i 


OLYMPUS FE280 
80 Megapixels, 3x Optical zoom 
257 LCD Screen 


213,995 


P2,291.67/mo. 
CANON DC210 
27" LCO Screen 
35x Optical zoom 


P27,500 


P2; 245.55 --— 

CANON IXUS 95015 

80 Megapixels, 4x Optical zoom 
With Optical image stabuizer 


226,950 


P2,333.2s/mo. 
SONY DVD608 
25-100 Screen. 
40x Optical zoom. 


P27,999 


P2,916.ss/mo. 

SONY DSC T200 

81 Megapixels. 5х Optical zoom 
257 Touchscreen LCD 


P34,999 


P4,999.22/mo. 
SONY НОВ HCS 
27" Wide Ciear LGD 
10x Optical zoom 


P59,999 
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GET GREAT DISCOUNTS AND FREEBIES 
WHEN YOU BUY AN AQUOS TODAY! 
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| THE SLIMFLAT SERIES. МАРЕ TO IMPRESS. 


Top-of-the-ine elegance best describes TCL's SLIMFLAT series. From its exceptional 
glossy black is, to ts extraordinary widescreen format, you can tl that the 

LIMFLAT model is made to impress. Amazing picture clarity plus a unique audio 
experience prove that the SLIMFLAT series is definitely world-class. 
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